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_ T0 SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION for peace

SEPTEMBER 6-12, 1999
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AMENDING THE 1987 CONSTITUTION HAS TRANSCENDED FROM A SIMPLE MATTER OF PRESIDENT JOSEPH
ESTRADA PRESENTING A MENU OF WHAT HE TERMS AS ECONOMIC REFORMS TO CONGRESS WITH NO
CLEAR-CUT PLAN OF WHAT TO AMEND SO THAT HE HAD TO ASSEMBLE A 25-MAN PREPARATORY

COMMISSION ON CONSTITUTION REFORMS CHAIRED BY FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE ANDRES NARVASA
TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS. « An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON

‘MY BOY": P usultnt Estrada confers on Efren “Bata” Reves the Philippine Lo

ainn of Honor, degree of officer, in simple ceremonies held Aug, 51 af the
Ceremonial Hall of Malacanang. Reves (shown raising his framed citation) was conferved the award | for having won the 1999 Waorld Professional 9-Ball
Championship held Last July 25, IHJ in Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom. After Paeng Nepomuceno, Reyes is the only seeond athlete to receive the Legion
of Honor. (Malacanang phaota)
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POVERTY NEEDS URGENT
SHOT, NOT THE CHARTER

By ERIC S. GIRON

MENDING the 1987 Constitution has tran-

scended from a simple matter of President

Joseph Estrada presenting a menu of what
he terms as economic reforms to Congress with no
clear-cut plan of what to amend so that he had to
assemble a 25-man Preparatory Commission on Con-
stitution Reforms chaired by former Chief Justice
Andres Narvasa to make recommendations.

Instead of raising a hub-
bub over revising the Con-
stitution, why does the
Estrada government instead
address through policy-mak-
ing the key concerns of for-
eign investors such as the
Philippines™ “*still notoriously
poor nfrastructure, small
market size perceptions of &
not-yet-so-level playing field,
and policy inconsistencies?’’

Thus did former socio-
economic planning Sec. Solita
Monsod squelch the brouhaha
rarsed bv the Estrada admin-
istration over tampering with
the Constitution 1f only to
smokesercen the wanton ne-
glect of the people’s poverty
and urgent nceds.

Mr. Estrada has been
harping on Charter imits to
land ownership and control
of public corporations and the
utilities sector by loreigners.
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile fa-
vors a more liberal land
ownership by foreigners to
foster industrial development,
so long as they do not touch
agriculture and farm lands.
He said public utilities, air,
land and water transportation,
communications and power
should be more open to for-
cign investment so that they
can modernize

The claims of the Presi-
dent that the Charter limits
land ownership, control of
public corporations and the
utilities sector have not hin-
dered foreign investors from
reaping big economic benelits,
Monsod noted before a forum
of the Management Associa-
tion of the Philippines. She
pointed out that long-term
lease arrangements and the
condominium law have made
property restrictions "*moot
and academic.’’

The 40-percent publie
corporation ownership hmit
for foreigners has not stopped
Hong Kong-based First Pa-
cific purchase ol voling con-
trol in the Philippine Long

Distance Telephone Co. in a
deal late last year, Monsod
cited

The President’s advisers
and bureaucrats made no men-
tion of Charter change to meet
competitiveness, preparations
for globalization. moves to
ensure consistency  with
World Trade Organization
policies with recommended
legislation for the Estrada
government’s Medium-Term
Development Plan.

“*If the economic manag-
ers who were all deeply in-
volved in the plan Tormula-
tion did not think it impor-
tant enough to include Char-
ter change to meet the
administration’s objectives,
who did?7"" Monsod wanted
1o know.

Neighboring  Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand among 20
top reciptents worldwide of
toreign investmenls were
provided similar incentive
schemes along with foreign
ownership limits like the
Philippines. Yet they have
grown by leaps and bounds.

But there are no guaran-
tees that Constitution change
will engender dramatic in-
crease in foreign investments
in the Philippines. So Monsod
suggests that “‘we must look
somewhere else.””

GROPING
ON CHARTER

After B6 percent ol Fili-
pinos polled by the Social
Weather Station in June reg-
istered opposition to amend-
ing the 1987 Constitution,
President Estrada launched
his brainstorm to revise what
he calls economic provisions
in it

The President has been
switching his preference from
a constituent assembly to a
two-step process ol conslitu-
ent assembly followed by a
Constitution convention and,
third, a bicameral constitu-
eni assembly proposed by
former justice secretary. Sen

MONSOD: Poverty alleviation.

Franklin Drilon, in the Au-
gust 14 Jeep ni Erap televi-
sion show.

The President may not
have reckoned encountering
mavericks like Biliran Rep.
Gerardo Espina, a former
Marcos era assemblyman who
leads 117 House members in
# Nauonal Coalition [lor
Constitution Reforms, and
lone Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile.
This duo was assailed as

“‘playing the same roles of

Marcos hatchet men during
martial law’’ by Bagong
Alyansang Makabayan Scc-
relary-General Teodoro
Casifio

Espina slammed President
Estrada tor **undermining the
independence ol Congress and
breaching the principle of
separation ol powers.”’ In
Estrada’s bid to amend the
Constitution, Espina accused
him of interfering with the
duty of Congress: “*What he
wunts 1s 1o make this Con-
gress a rubber stamp, an
adjunct to the Office of the
President. But Congress has
a mind of its own, it cannot
be dictated upon by anyone "’

Reps, Joker Arroyo and
Michael Defensor foresee not
only economie amendments
but political provisions as the
real agenda behind the Char-

ter change eflort. Even if
President Estrada is sincere,
Arroyo said forces in the
administration party “‘will
stop at nothing to push for
sell-preservation.’

“‘It is really hard to sepa-
rate economic and political
provisions in the Constitution
which in itself 1s a political
document,’’ Sen. Minority
Leader Teofisto Guingona Jr
averred,

VALIDITY DEBATED

Sen. Franklin Drilon pro-
posed to ignore an cnabling
law and allow Congress to
consider specific amendments
through the ordinary excreise
of Congress lawmaking pow-
ers. But Senate President Blas
Ople said the Supreme Court
has ruled that an enabling law
is required as in the case of
the Ramos-era Charter change
movement

Ople said it is tacitly
presumed that the Constilu-
tion can be amended through
a convention, constituent
assembly of both houses ol
Congress or by people’s ini-
tiative,

Ople stressed Congress
cannot circumvent the need
for an enabling law fog
amendments and smid he
would form a legul punel 1o
study the validity ol Drilon’s

proposal to ignore an enabling
law,

The House finds it diffi-
cult to squeeze in debates on
Charter change in its agenda
because of pending legisia-
tion, principally the budget,
said Pampanga Rep. Oscar
Rodriguez. The Housc is
focusing on budget approval
on second reading before
Congress adjourns October 7
for a one-month recess. Tra-
ditionally, he said it takes up
to December to [finish the
budget

House Muajority Leader
Manuel Roxas I urged the
Narvasa commission to expe-
dite 1ts work and not wait for
the December deadline set by
the President. But Rep. Ar-
royo said Constitution amend-
ments cannot be fast-tracked
through a dubious procedure,
recalling how the attempt to
railroad the 1997 Cha-cha was
derailed and “~“how many
reputations were destroved
because of that."’

ESTRADA WRITES

CONGRESS

President Estrada sent a
letter dated August 12 1o
Senate President Ople and
House Speaker Manuel Villar
on his proposed ‘‘covenant
with the people™ to limit
amendments to economic
provisions only while politi-
cal amendments will be dis-
cussed in a Constitution con-
vention to be called for that
purpose

Another provision ensures
all freedoms and rights en-
joyed in the present Consti-
tution will not be diminished
in any way. But after Estrada
discovered the plans of 117
House members to include
political amendments, he now
regards a constituent assem-
bly as *"dangerous.’

He latches on instead to
Drilon’s suggestion that only
three-fourths vole 15 neces-
sary to amend the Charler
through u constituent assem-
bly. He enjoined the 117
lawmakers to wait for the
Narvasa commission (o com-
plete iis work before conven-
mg as u constituents assem-
bly

But Supreme Court advice
may be sought over inlerpre-
tation ol provisions and de-
batuble points. The 1935 Con-

stitution specifies ‘‘the Con-
gress in joinl scssion as-
sembled, by a vote of three-
fourths of all the members of
the Senate and the House,
may amend the Constitution.”’
Under the 1987 Constitution,
any amendment ‘‘may be
proposed in Congress upon &
vote of three-fourths of its
members. ™’

Drilon pointed out the
bicameral system ensures
check and balance between
the Senate and the House so
that no political amendments
would be carried out as Presi-
dent Estrada warns against

Still debatable 1s whether
the three-fourths vote required
by the Constitution refers to
all senators and House mem-
bers combined or to separate
membership of both cham-
bers. Approval of an amend-
ment requires 17 Senate votes
and 165 House votes. Six
senators can defeat a politi-
cal amendment 1f 1t 15 In-
cluded

Rep. Joker Arroyo told
Drilon and Espina the Con-
stitution cannot be revised by
trivializing the amending
process in ‘‘reducing it to the
level of an ordinary piece of
legislation” over which Con-
gress passes over. He pointed
to the Constitution’s Arlicle
6 on Congress lawmaking and
Article 17 on amendments
which “*are governed by dif-
ferent sets of procedures and
dynamics. "’

e e o
OIL PRICE INCREASES
BELEAGUER
CONSUMERS

[How will the Philippine
government contain the inexo-
rable pressure from oil com-
panics to increase the prices
of petroleum products derived
from the earth's rocky strata
confined to specific areas in
the Middle East, Russia,
South America and Indone-
sia?

Countries that possess this
strategic commodity which
mukes industry and motor
vehicles run have cartelized
so that thewr oligopoly exer-
cises lyranny over the buy-
ers and consumers

Senutors can denounce lo
high heavens the persistent
inerease ol oil prices five
times sinee last year and slam

(Next page, please)
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the distributors with anti-trust
laws. But throughout all these
years, Petron. Shell and
Caltex monopoly of oil dis-
tribution has defiantly ignored
government demand to keep
prices down.

The constitutionality of the
Oil Industry Deregulation Act
had been questioned even be-
fore it was passed because it
gives the major oil compa-
nics Petron, Shell and Caltex
the right to dictate their own
prices after they had shown
their sole objective was to
profit.

How can a profit-oriented
oligopoly expect to roll back
prices? The government
thought by inviting new play-
ers, the competition might
force the established Big
Three to lower their prices.
On the contrary, newcomers
like SeaOil and Flying V are
selling gasoline at lower
prices in the world mart.

Former justice secretary
Sen. Franklin Drilon proposes
more draslic measures to be
taken against the oil compa-
nies such as violation of
Article 186 ol the revised
penal code which carries a
six-year jail term for execu-
tives of ‘“monopolies and
combinations in restraint of
trade.”’

Two other senators urged
the justice department to exert
pressure on oil companies
who arbitrarily increase
prices. Although the Big
Three have slight difference
in pricing, their cost increase
is concerted. When Petron
hiked its price by 40 centa-
vos a liter Monday, Shell
followed Tuesday with a 39-
centavo increasc. Sen. Juan
Ponce Enrile thus concluded
there was a conspiracy where
the others followed the leader.

The federation of jeepney
dnvers and other associations
said they were supporting
.SeaOil and Flying V which
sell gasoline and oil products
cheaper than those of the Big
Three. The problem is while
the Big Three have about
1,500 gasoline stations, the
newcomers have only a total
of 40. Besides, they do not
have oil refineries like Petron,
Shell and Caltex and depend
on imported finished products.

Two years after the Oil In-
dustry Deregulation Act was
passed 1t has failed to attain
its goal of stopping frequent

price increases. The Senate
has subpoenaed oil officials
to a hearing to gather relevant
data preparatory to amending
the oil deregulation law.
L L] L]
PRELATES SPLIT -
ON VELARDE

“‘My goodness, everybody
15 shouting democracy, free-
dom. Shall we deny them that
right?'" queried Leyte Arch-

bishop Pedro P. Dean Jr. of

the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of the Philippines
commission on doctrine and
faith after two bishops wanted
El Shaddai Bro. Mike Velarde
investigated with regard to
violation of Christian doc-
trine. “‘Shall we prohibit them
from exercising their consti-
tution rights?’’

Dean, who chairs the com-
mission on faith and doctrine,
found no basis to investigate
Velarde for his specch deliv-
cred at the Luneta grandstand
on August 20 “‘that directly
or indirectly undermined the
teachings of the Church.”” He
said the right to dissent was
also accorded other Catholic
lay organizations such as
Couples for Christ.

The donation of P1.3 bil-
lion from tithes collected from
5.5 million El Shaddai fol-

lowers to Catholic panshes
may silence the carping of
Butuan Bishop Juan de Dios
Pueblos to investigate Velarde
for lavoring President Joseph
Estrada’s Constitution amend-
menl proposal which the
Church opposes.

Velarde cited this as the
reason why El Shaddai has
not been able to build its own
church since the sect’s incep-
tion in 1982, “*We have only
been heeding their request not
to create a separate religion,”’
Velarde said. “*We have no
plan to erect an edifice be-
cause the Catholics have so
many churches and ours is a
charismatic movement.”’

Believing the Gospel can
be preached through broad-
cast media, part of El Shaddai
tithes go to television and
radio air time. An El Shaddai
principal activity for the past
15 years was to hold a praver
assembly every Tuesday and
Soturday. A rally 1s pros-

pected on the anniversary of

martial law Sept. 21 at the
Rizal Football Stadium.

It 18 speculated that
Velarde may want fo temper

LEGAL

in a document entitled
With Waiver of Share'’
Book No.
Hector B. Centenc

WE FORUM
Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6,

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late MERCEDES
BAINTO BAGUINO who died Intestate on March 12,
been settled extrajudicially settled among her heirs as shown
““Extra Judicial Settlement of Estate
bearing Doc. No. 500; Page No
12; Series of 1999 in the notarial registry of Atty

1999

NOTICE

1995 has

100;

the impact of mass demon-
strations organized by mili-
tant groups to protest Char-
ter amendment and the recent
oil price increases on Sept
21,

THE SIN FACTOR

Manila Archbishop Jaime
Cardinal Sin forebode evil at
the onset of the Estrada ad-
ministration a year ago, Since
then relations between the
leaders have not been cordial
Sin openly opposed the Vis-
iting Forces Agreement that
Estrada forged with the
United States, cronyism,
curtailment of press freedom
and the restoration of Imelda
R. Marcos and family.

Although concerned friends
have advised Cardinal Sin to
slow down because he is ‘‘quite
advanced in years,”’ the prel-
ate said slowing down is not in
the vocabulary of a true Chris-
tian promoting the Gospel, par-
ticularly, when world values are
threatened.

“We have money for two
years but after .two vyears, the
money will disappear because
of corruption and then we will
become poorer and poorer,”” Sin
pointed out. “'If we touch our
Constitution now, we'll have
problems with family life, with
divorce and our properties,”” Sin
declared during Mass he cel-

cbrated on his 71st birthday an-
niversary August | | nver.Cniho-
lic-owned -radio- Verltn

The government proposes
that the country shall sell Phil-
ippine land and media to for-
cigners, Sin noted. Recapitulat-
ing, he enunciated the motive
for his rally with Corazon
Aquino in Makati was to seck
development of the country,
make the nation beautiful and
progressive, and to protect the
welfare of the Filipino people.

BISHOPS DIVIDED

The Catholic prelates are
divided on the proposal of
Bishop Pucblos to have the
CBCP censure Velarde for his
contradictory stand on Consti-
tution amendment that favors
President Estrada’s stand.
Velarde is the spiritual adviser
of Estrada while Velarde in turn
has Manila Auxiliary Bishop
Teodoro Bacani as his spiritual
adviser.

The CBCP commission did
not initiate a formal inquiry of
Velarde until charges are made
in writing by Bishop Pueblos
which will be taken up at the
plenary session Sept. 16.

Archbishop Dean opined
Velarde may have offended some
people for holding his 60th
birthday at the Luneta which is
not under Church control. *‘Let
another agency investigate
them,”" Dean said, with regard
to the Charter change which he

ALEXANDER GARCIA,
Petitioner,
- versus -

MANDALUYONG CITY,

MAKATI, METRO MANILA"

birth of his children,
ol his children, did
othaer,

Bidg. on October 14,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 213, MANDALUYONG CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEGITIMATION
OF THE MINORS ALEXANDRA R. GARCIA,
MARY STEPHANIE R. GARCIA, MARY
MARGARET R. GARCIA AND CORRECTION
OF ENTRY IN THEIR BIRTH CERTIFICATES

THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR OF

Respondent,

ORDER

A verified petition was filed by petitioner Alexander Garcia,
praying that after due notice hearing and publication, an
ordar be issued declaring his children, namaly: Alexandra
Reyes Garcia, Mary Stephanie Reyes Garcia and Mary Margaret
Reyes Garcia as his legitimate children,
date and place of marriage from
appearing in their certificate of live birth.

Fetitioner alleged that at the time o the conception and
he and Victoria Sulit Reyes,
not have
They got married on October 28,
sequently legitimated the above-named minors

Notice is hereby given that this petition will be heard
by this Court at the 2nd Floor of the New Hall of Justice
1998 at B:30 o'clock in the morning,

SP. PROC, NO. MC-99-737

and correct the
"JANUARY 24, 1994,
""OCTOBER 2B, 1987,"" as

mother
impediment to marry each
1997 which sub-

SEC. DRILON: Own formula.

regarded as political.

He said the beauty of democ-
racy is that one can speak out
for or against an issue without
being censured. And if disap-
pointment or disgust are the
reactions, ‘‘this i1s of course
natural, ™’

Monsignor Hernando Dean
Coronel would rather have the
Church “‘study™ El Shaddai’s
doctrinal teachings and the
CBCP will entertain Pueblos’
proposal that Velarde be inves-
tigated if he raises the issue at
the Sept. 16 plenary meet.

at which place, date and time aforesaid, all Intersted persons,
may appear and show cause, il they have any, why this
petition should not be granted.

Let this Order be published in the "“WE FORUM'' at the
expense of the petitioner, once a week for three (3) con-
soculive weeks, and pelitioner is directed to serve copies
of this Order and petition upon the Office of the Solicitor
General and the Local Civil Ragistrar, Mandaluyong City

SO ORDERED.

Mandaluyong City, June 23, 1999,

AMALIA P. DY
Judge
WE FORUM

Sept. 6, 13 & 20, 19939

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 38, MANILA

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
FOR ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD
RAMEN RICA M. VIRAY
SP. PROC. NO. 98-94537
MANUELITA IKEHARA.
X = = =

A verified petition was filed by Manuelita |kehara to
adopt the minor Ramen Rica M. Viray.

The petitioner is a Filipino, widow, residing at 1224
Industria St., Pandacan, Manila and without any bioclogical
child. She desires to adopt as her child the minor Ramen
Rica M. Viray who was born on December 21, 1896 in
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan to the spouses Raul Viray
and Luzviminda Viray (Annex '"A’") and said spouses have
executed an express consent to the adoption of their son
{Annex ‘'B''). The petitioner who has taken care and custody
of said minor has developed a maternal love for the latter,
Patitioner Is of good moral character, gainfully employed,
possesses all the qualifications and none of the disquali-
fications to adopt and that this adoption will redound to
the best welfare and interest of said minor.

Finding the petition to be sufficient in form and sub-
stance, let the same be set for hearing on September 29,
19989, at 8:30 a.m. before this Court sitting at the 2nd
Floor, Napocor Bldg., Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila.
Let this Order be published once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in
Metro Manila pursuant to P.D, No. 1078,

Let copy of this Order together with the petition and
its annexes be sarved on the Office of the Solicitor General
and the Child Placement Center, Dapartment of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD) NCR, Manila. The social worker
of the latter agency is hereby directed to conduct a social
case study on the petitioner, the proposed adopted and her
natural parents and submit a report and recommendation
at least one (1) week bafare the hearing.

The Court Social Weltare Officer Ma. Refugio Caoile Pilapil
shall coordinate with the DSWD social worker in the prepa-
ration and submission of said social case study report and
testify thereln at the hearing

SO ORDERED,

Manila, August 4, 1889

LEOCADIO H, RAMOS, JR,
Acting Presiding Judge
WE FORUM

Sept. 6, 13 & 20, 1999




R

More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports
champions.

"3

s _m;;\\“ti-:

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps hring out the best among our athletes
and tumn them into nternational champions

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR’s
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

T

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route o a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
CAres.

& »
& ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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THE URBAN
FARMER
IS ALIVE
AND WELL

By PAUL ICAMINA

THE urban peasant is alive and well.

About B00 million urban residents world-
wide are engaged in urban and peri-urban
agriculture.

The Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQO) estimates that one-quarter to two-
thirds of urban and peri-urban households
are involved in agriculture,

Urban agrniculture is often carried out on
a part-ime basis by women who combine
food production activity with child care and
other household chores. It provides employ-
ment and food security as well.

Interestingly, the urban gardeners are not
typically the poorest residents but rather those
families that have lived long enough in the
city to secure land and water, and become
familiar with the market channels for sell-

ing surpluses

Food availability and incomes in poor
households doing urban farming are sig-
nilicantly higher compared to the households
ol non-farmers

“‘Urban"" agriculture refers to small ar-
eas (vacant plots, gardens, verges, balco-
nies, containers) within the city for grow-
ing crops and raising small livestock or milk
cows for own-consumption or sale in neigh-
bhorhood markets.

“‘Peri-urban’ agriculture refers to farm
units close 1o lown which operate intensive
semi- or fully commercial farms to grow
vegetables and other horticulture, raise chick-
eps and other livestock and produce milk
and eggs.

Urban and peri-urban agriculture occurs

URBAN GARDENING: Averting food shortage.

within and surrounding the boundaries of
cities and includes products from crop and
livestock agriculture, fisheries and forestry.
[t also includes non-wood forest products,
as well as ecological services provided by
agnculture, fishenes and forestry, Often mul-
tiple farming and gardening systems exist
in and near a single city

“*Urban and peri-urban forestry’’ have
critical environmental functions, besides
some food and non-food production func-
tions. What these diverse activities have in

FARMERS in San Jose, Occidental
Mindoro, are slowly turning away from
pesticide use. Harvests have not suffered
and yields remain practically the same.

According to the Bureau of Agricul-
tural Research (BAR), insecticide appli-
cation frequency decreased from 2.8 to
0.6 times per crop season. Yield remains
almost the same, at 5.74 tons per hectare
before pesticide use was decreased to 5.74
tons per hectare (a typhoon could have
affected production).

More important, the cost of insecti-
cide application per crop season decreased
significantly, from P1,250 to P250. As a
result, net profit per crop season in-
creased, from P16,000 to P19,500. A
savings of P3,500 per hectare per crop
season was also realized.

In fact, BAR says that in other areas,
average yields of rice farmers not using
insecticides are slightly higher than those
of farmers who do. This seems to be true
slso for cabbage farmers.

San Jose is part of BAR's campaign
to promote integrated pest management,
or IPM, which aims to reduce unneces-
sary and improper pesticide use.

Started in Antique, the program aims
by 1997 to provide 200,000 farmers with
the knowledge and skills required to ap-

Befter pest management adopted by farmers

ply IPM principles in crop production.

Evaluation of the Antique pilot project
shows that farmers used significantly less
pesticides, attained better yields, and
earned higher incomes from their crops.
More significant is the awakening of farm-
ers’ interest in crop ecology which made
them quick to seize on and adapt to their
local conditions other agricultural inno-
vations.

This vear, BAR should be able to test
and incorporate IPM methods for other
crops of rice- and corn-based farming
systems.

BAR also aims to establish, by 1997,
management and funding mechanisms for
the continued education of farmers within
local government units and non-government
arganizations at the provincial and town
levels. The innovative approach is to en-
able local governments to initiate and
sustain programs,

Under IPM, pesticides are considered
toxic materials which must be handled
sparingly and very carefully, They are used
only when necessary, and complementary
to natural controls (such as the use of
predators of plant pests) and other man-
agement practices,

BAR, an agency of the Department of
Agriculture, tells farmers that IPM revolves

. of varieties resistant to diseases and natu-

around three basic principles:
* Grow a healthy crop through the use

ral constraints. Promote better seed se-
lection and efficient nutrient, water and
weed management.

« Conserve beneficial predators and
parasites.

* Observe fields weekly to determine
management actions necessary to produce
profitable crops.

Biological control is the program’s
ecological foundation. Farmers become
technical experts in their own fields.
Training methods also involve agronomic,
crop physiology, and human health top-
ics,

The program presumes that the crop
can compensate for most feeding dam-
age by herbivores, especially early in the
crop season, It alse presumes communi-
ties of natural enemies are competent to
control herbivores in the majority of crops.

IPM does not close the door on the
use of chemical pesticides. But farmers,
through field training, make their own
“‘scientific'’ assessment of the balance
between pests and predators and thus
make rational decisions when - and if -
- to use pesticides. (MNC Agri News
Service)

common -- and in some cases what sets
them apart from rural agriculture -- is
proximity to large settlements of people,

thereby creating opportunities as well as
nsks.

The opportunities include: less need for
packaging, storage and transportation of food;
potential agricultural jobs and incomes; non-
market access to food for poor consumers;
availability of fresh, perishable food; prox-
imity to services, including waste treatment
facilities; and waste recycling and re-use
possibilities.

The risks include: environmental and health
risks from inappropriate agricultural and
aquaculture practices; increased competition
for land, water, energy and labor; and re-
duced environmental capacity for pollution
absorption.

But carried out properly under safe con-
ditions, FAO says, urban and peri-urban
agriculture can increase the quantity of food
available to urban residents. It provides direct
access to home-produced food to houscholds
and the informal market.

Even for people who have little or no land
part-time farming of vegetables can provide
food and income. Simple, popular hydropon-
ics or substrate culture in beds can produce
high value and nutritious vegetables on
surfaces as small as one meter,

Urban agriculture also appears to enhance
food security during times of crisis and severe
scarcity, Whether caused by national crises
(civil war, widespread drought, currency
devaluation, inability to import, etc.) or
household crises (illness, health, sudden
unemployvment, efc.) it plays an important
role in providing emergency supplies of food

It also enhances the freshness of perish-
able foods reaching urban consumers, increas-
ing overall variety and the nufritional value
of food availuble. Case studies have shown
differences in nutrition, especially among
children, when poor urban families farm,

An important reason appears to be that
food produced by consumers or in close
proximity to them is often fresher than food
that travels long distance to markets, (MNC)
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPFINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
THIRD JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 61
Angeles Cily

MARY MANGALUS C GARCIA

joined by her husband

ABELARDO F GARCIA
Plaintilis CIVIL. CASE NO 9516

- Versus - - lor -

MA TERESA C DEVNANI Collection of Sum

joined by her husband Money Damages and

BHAGWAN T DEVNANI Allorney's Fees
Defendants

SUMMONS

WHEREAS, on Augus! 19, 1999 the Honorable
BERNARDITA GABITAN-ERUM, Presiding Judge of this
Courl, Issued an order in the above-enlilled case. lhe
dispositive portion of which is hereby quoted as follows

Considering the statement of the plaintiff Mary Mangalus
C Garcia in open courl thal the delendant Ma Teresa
Devnani 1s oul of the counlty and she has no inlention
of relurning 1o the Philippines, as requested by Aty Canlas
lel summons by publication be issued against the said
delendan!

SO ORDERED

NOW THEREFORE defendants Ma Teresa C Devnani
and Bhagwan T Devnani are hereby summoned and re
quired 1o file with Branch 61 of the Regional Trial Courl
Third Judicial Region at Angeles Cily, their answer 1o Ihe
complain! filed against them in the instanl case wilhin
sixty (60) days from dale of the last publication of lhis
summoens serving copy thereof upon the plainhifts thru thei
counsel Ally. Noel T Canlas al No 256 Sto Rosaro
corner St Catherine SI San Jose, Angeles Cily

L&t 1his summons logether with the attached complain
be published once a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks
in a newspapel of general circulation in the counlry by the
plainliffs and a! Iheir expense

Likewse plainliffs. shall, at their expense deposi copy/
\es of {his summons as well as {4e complaint in the Angeles
Cily Central Post Ollice, posiage. prepaid and by fegis
\ered mail addressed lo the defendants al their las! known
address

WITNESS the HON. BERNARDITA GABITAN-ERUM
Presiding Judge ef this court. this 23rd day ol Augusl
1999 al Angeles Cily. Philippines

(Sgd ) RAMON A ROSARIO
Olficer In-charge

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
THIRD JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

ANGELES CITY
BRANCH &1

MARY MANGALUS C GARCIA

joined by her husband

ABELARDO F GARCIA
Plaintills

= VeIsus

MA TERESA C DEVNANI For

joined by het husband

BHAGWAN T DEVNANI
Delendanis

CIVIL CASE NO 9516

COLLECTION OF
SUM OF MONEY
DAMAGES AND
ATTORMNEY S FEES

COMPLAINT
(With Prayer for Preliminary Attachment)

PLAINTIFF MARY MANGALUS € GARCIA through
the undetsigned counsel and unto tms Honorable Courl
mosl respectiully avers thal

PARTIES

1 Plaintill Mary Mangaius U
legal age. married to Abalardo and with ad
dress at 219 Sto Rosario Streel. San Jose, Angales Gily
Plaintiff may be served summaons and olher courl processes
through the undersigned counsel In lhe addiess given
hereinbelow

2 Delendanl Ma
legal age. married 1 o Bhagwan T Devnan, and a resident
of 3.7 Pacimar Estate Pulong Bulo, Angales Cily where
she may be served summons and ofher courl processes
ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION

3 On 05 Apnl 1999 and lor the amaounts specified

Filjping; ol

Gatcia

Teresa C Devnam s Filipmo o

below delendant Ma Teresa C Devnani issued lo plamtfl
for rediscounting al plaintiff's residence the following post
dated Equitable Bank Angeles Cily branch checks
Bank/Check No Date ol Check Amoun!
0060904 05 May 1998 P150,00000
0060805 05 June 1999 P150.000 00
Total F3200,000 00
Bolh checks are under account no. 000329-00028-1 and
accounl name Ma Theresa Devnani. A copy of the said
checks are allached herelo as Annex A" and Annex "B
respectively and are made integral parls hereol
4 In conneclion with the aloresaid rediscounting lrans
aclions. defendant Ma Teresa C Devnani obtained from
plantiff the carresponding amount of money on the dale
when defendant Ma Teresa C Devnanl issued the afore-
said checks o plaintifl
5 1l was agreed by plamntiff and defendant Ma Teresa
C Devnanl thal the amouni oblained by delendant Ma Teresa
C Devnam from plantiff shall be payable m lull by the
dales wrillen on. and by virlue of the said checks
6 It was the represenlalion of defendant Ma Teresa C
Devnani that all the checks will be good when deposited
or presented for payment in the bank
7 I was likewise agreed by plaintilf and defendant Ma
Teresa C Devnam thal the cash amounis oblained by
defendan! Ma Teresa C Devnani from plainfifl shall be
subjec! to a penalty inleresi rate of Ten Percent (10%) per
month unlil fully paid
ALLEGATIONS AS TO THE FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
8 Plaintiff repleads by way of reference all of lhe
loregoing allegations
9 When plaintill deposited Equilable Bank Check No
0060904 with Melropolitan Bank & Trust Company-Congres
sional Avernua Branch on 06 May 1899 the same was
dishanored because of a STOP PAYMENT ordet
10 When plaintiff deposited Equitable Bank C
DOBOS0S with Metropolitan Bank & Trusl Company-Congres
sional Avenue Branch on OB June 1899 Ihe same was
dishonored because It was DRAWN AGAINST A CLOSED
ACCOUNT
11 Afler the dishonor of the said checks
lo locate ihe whereabouls of defendant Ma
but discovered thal she left lor ab

tions of returning to the Philippine

2ck No

faintill tried
C Devnanl

ad and has no inten

12 Thal obyviously lrom the very beginning Ma Teresa
C Devnani had no intention of making paymenis ol Ihe
money she
fransaclho

itaintil! via the rediscounting

obtained Irom
ring 1hal all the postdated checks which
defendant Ma Teresa C
same are worlhless ave already been closed
14 Piainull has demanded rom defendant Ma Teresa
C Devnani lo make good the checks or 1o redeem the said
checks wilh cash but to no avail The demand letter planhif!
caused |0 be served upon defendant Ma. Teresa C Devnani
was returned lo plaintifl’s counsel on the ground that de-
lendant Ma Teresa C Devnani 15 oul of the counlry Al
tached herewith as Annex 'C' 15 a copy ol Ihe said demand
letler as well as the envelope of the said leller evidencing
the annoiation of the postman on lhe fronl portion of the
envelope staling that delendant Ma Teresa C
out of the country
14 Plainlill was defrauded and sullered aclual dam-
ages in the amount of THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS
(P300,000 DO) representing the amount cbtained by delen
dant Ma Teresa C Devnam from plaintiff wia the redis
counting fransaction lor which defendanl Ma Teresa C
Devnani should be made liable

Deynani issued as payment ol the
as the accounts

Devnani 1¢

15 Plaintill suffered consegquential dama fue 1o loss

ol business opportunities that can be quantified in the sum
ol One Hundred Thousand Pesos
jelendant Ma

16 Plainhl! wa

(P00 000G DOY lor which
Tetesa C Devnani should be made |
constrained lo hire the setvices
undersigned counsel 1o help her collec! and pursue Ihis
lor which defendant Ma

Teresa C Devnam should

.0 be commanded lo pay atlomey s ilent 1o
Twenly Fiva F‘t':r':&'m (25%) ol the am gollectible

REASONS RELI UPON FOR Tt |SSUANCE

THE WRIT OF PRELIMINARY ATTACHMENT

17 Plammtill repleads. by way ol r ference  all ol the

lotegoing allegalions
18 Delendant Ma Teresa C
and 15 nowhete 1o

Devnant is now in ding

va lound and [-I L

beliave thal defendant Ma Teresa © Devnam haye &t

conded or lel ihe counliy 1o evade het obligatons 1o plaintilt

18 Dofendant Ma Teresa C Deynani hove abused the
Ius! and conlidance of plamull by committing raud by paying
worlthless checks tol the am
Ma Teresa O

20 Daotendant Ma Tergsa G Devinani owet plamntilt the
sum of Three Hundred Thousand (P300,000 00) Fosos, plus

ol date

pblained by dulendant

Gievnan Ttom plamhill

inderest which obligations mmain outslanding at

21 Delendan! Ma Teresa C Devnam have no visible
means and clearly has no intenlions whatsoever of paying
het said oulslanding obligations to plaintiff

22 Delendani Ma Teresa C Devnani have under her
name the following real estale property

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 83259
REGISTRY OF DEEDS FOR THE CITY OF ANGELES

A parcel of land (Lot 7 Blk 3 of the consolidation-
subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-1603 being a portion of Lols
B38-A B38-B B3B-C B38-D 83B-E and B38-F described
on plan Psd-26214 LRC Cad Rec No 124) siluated in
the Barrio of Pulung Bulu, Municipality of Angeles, Prov-
ince of Pampanga, Island of Luzon x x x. conlaining an
area ol TWO HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN (247) SQUARE
METERS more or less x X X

A copy of said Transier Certificate of Tille No 63259
is herelo attached as Annex "D and 1s made an integral
part hereol

23 Defendant Ma Teresa C Devnani have nol posled
any security in favor of plantiff for the payment of her
obligations

24 Plaintifl 1s ready and willing 1o post an altachmen!
bond in such amount al fhe discretion of this Honorable
Courl {o answar for damages the defendant Ma Teresa
C Devnani may suffer by reason of the attachmeni should
i be tuled laler than the same was nol proper

PRAYER
WHEREFORE premises considered il is respectiully
prayed of this Honorable Court to command defendani Ma
Teresa C Daevnani lo
{ Pay plaintiff the sum ol Three Hundred Thousand
£ plus interest, representing the amoun!
pblained by defendant Ma Teres Deynam from plam
il via the rediscounting Iransactl
2 To pay plaintiff the sum of One Hundred Thousand
Pesos (F100 000 00) as consequeniial damages
3 To pay allorney's fees equivalent lo lwenty five
srcent (25%) of the principal amount claimed plus inter-
esl, @
4 To altach the real estate property of defendani Ma
Teresa C Devnani covered by TCT No. 83259 of the Registry
ol Deeds of Ithe Cily ol Angeles and such olher property
oldefendants as may be found suitable in favar of plantiff
hergin aller posting an allachmenl bond in such amouni
at the discretion of this Honorable Courl
Other reliefs just and equitable under the premises
are likewise prayed
Angeles Cily, 13 Augus! 1898

ANGELES & CANLAS
Law Offices
Counsel for Plamtilf
758 Sto Rosarnio cor. St Catherine Streel
San Jose, Angeles Cily
By
(Sgd ) NOEL T CANLAS
PTR No 5313117C/01 04 98/Angeles Cily
|IBP Mo 467834/01 05 99/Pampanga

VERIFICATION/CERTIFICATION

| MARY MANGALUS C GARCIA ol legal age. Fili
pine, with address at 219 Slo Rosario Streel San Jose
Angeles Cily having been: duly swofn in accordance with
law do hereby depose and slale thal

1 | am the Plaintifl in the above-entilled Complaint

7 | caused the loregoing Complain! lo be prepared

3 | have read Ihe contents thereof including the
Annexes therela and the allegalions therein are \fue and
correcl ol my personal knowledge

4 Aside from thig instan! complamt | will cause lo be
filed befare the Regional Trial Cour! of Angeles Cily there
are no olhel aclions

ar proceedings nvalving the samé

|55U8s in |he Supreme Court, lhe Court of Appeals of
dilferent divisions thereal or any other itibunal or agency
and thal lo the best of ow knowledge no such action ol
praceedings s pending in the Supreme Coul the Courl
al Appeals, or dilferent divigions thereol o any other fribun il
or agency

5 Il I'should learn thal a s

has bean liled of |

miliy gaelion of proceeding
pending belore the Supremo Count
Ine Courl of Appeals or dillarent divisions thiie

other Ibunal of agency | =hall nolly or ca

the coorl

frbanal or agency- wilhin five (5}

(Sqd ) MARY MANGALLS |
AltantiCampl arant

DO YOU REALLY NEED
VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS?

DO you take mineral or vitamin supple-
ments? Minerals and vitamins are substances
in pill or tablet form that are mnvolved in
the fundamental functions of the body such
as growth, maintenance of health and me-
tabohism. Iron, caletum, zinc and 1odine are
examples of minerals while the vitamins
include A, B-vitamins, C, D. E and K.
Because minerals and vitamins are supple-
ments, they should not replace the food on
the table for as long as it 1s a well-chosen
diet, containing a variety of foods which
provide adequate supplies of these essen-
tial substances

When one gets sick or pregnant and lac-
tating, one needs to increase his/her intake
of minerals and vitamins. In this case,
supplements may be helpful. The Food and
Nutrition Research Institute, Department of
Seience and Technology (FNRI, DOST) has
found that only 6.4% iron 1s absorbed from
a diet containing 13 mg of iron. This 1s not
sufficient to meet the daily needs of iron
Because of this, FNRI researchers studied
two possible strategies to combat iron
deficiency anemia 1) iron supplementation
and 2) ron fortification of staple food, nce.
e first study showed that iron may be
given weekly. Iron fortification of rice was
also studied at FNRI. Currently, FNRI
researchers are working to optimize the
release of 1ron for absorption [rom iron-
fortilied rice.

Filipinos ure not milk drninkers but one
should know that milk 1s the best source
of caleium followed by fish, then vegetables
So how does one meet the calcium needs
of postmenopausal women and the elderly
to prevent osteoporosis? It 1s encouraged to
drink at least one glass of milk a day which
contains approximately 300 mg of calcium,
cat more fish and vegetables, and in the
case of postmenopausal women and the
¢lderly, should take calcium supplements
The need for mineral/vitamin supplements
depend on the needs of the body or when
food/diet has low content of minerals/vita-
mins. or when there is shortage of food and
variety of foods

« FNRI S&T Media Service,
TPTrinidad

Republic of the Philippines |
Angeles Cily 188

BEFORE ME. the undersigned Nolary Public Tor ant
i Anaeles Cily 1his 16 Augus! 1999

o n sald Cily, per-
Garcia with Commu

sonally appeared Mary Mangalu
mily Tax Cartilicate Number 01756063 Issued al Quezon

fy on 03 January 1998 known fo me and by me known

to be Ihe same person who executed of signed the fore

gomng Verilicalion/Certification and who acknowleage

ma thal the same 15 her ree and voluntary will ac!
deed

IN WITNESS WHEREOF

nal signature and seal ol my notarial office

date and the place 1

| have hereunto aflixed my
an 1he

t aboye indicated

Doc No 768
Page No 84

Book No

WE FORUM
Qept 6, 13 & 20, 1999
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Crackdown on criminal minors

HILIPPINE society has arrived at the crossroads where it

must crack down on rising crime rather than fall back on the
kid-glove treatment of criminal punks simply because they are
minors. The present law transfers a convicted minor to Social
Welfare Department custody until the age of 21.

With at least 53 crimes committed by 15 to 17-year-old
minors this year in Metro Manila alone, most of them testing
positive for prohibited drugs, it is proposed that the conviction

*age be lowered from 18 to 16. Hoodlum killers are getting younger.
Three 16-year-olds -- Timothy John Cashman, Roland Nalangan
and Marvin Mendoza -- with Nifo Vergel, 17, and others blocked
a Hyundai Starex van with a carnapped black Mazda sedan
on the corner of Roxas Boulevard and Gil Puyat at 5:15 a.m.

Witnesses said the gang demanded the key from car owner,
balikbayan Joseph Edwin Lopez, 28, nephew of ABS-CBN ex-
ecutive Jake Almeda Lopez, who refused. It is not known how
a certain Carmen Castellon, who was with Lopez in the van,
slipped away from the scene. The gang dragged out Lopez and
shot him once in the head. He died five days afterwards at the
hospital where bystanders took him.

The gang drove the van to the Cultural Center on Roxas
Boulevard where they rounded up three girls in their early 20s
and drove them to a farm in Amadeo, Cavite owned by the
grandfather of one. There the girls were reported ‘“‘gang-raped.”
The girls later said the rapists were ‘“sexual perverts.” After
the rape, the van got mired in the mud and while it was being
extricated, the three girls escaped.

The Amadeo and Manila police took custody of Cashman,
Vergel, Mendoza and Eric Cayanan, who was hunted earlier.
Three other companions before the killing of Lopez, held as
accomplices, are Joseph Kidwell, Claudio Daigdigan and Randy
Martinez.

Police arrested Dante Banzales Acedera, 21, a resident of
Pasig City, as the last member of the Hip-Hop gang at an aunt’s
house in Alitagtag, Batangas Monday night with a .38-caliber
paltik (homemade) revolver. He admitted using the gun which
he claimed he had borrowed from Kidwell, who was not with
them when Lopez’s van was stolen.

Acedera said Kidwell also furnished the carnapped black
Mazda used in blocking Lopez’s van at the boulevard corner.

Carmen Castellon, taken by police to Amadeo to identify
the gang members, pointed to the wrong-gunman at the police
station. The quartet arrested in Amadeo showed no remorse
and arrogantly refused to answer questions from the reporters,
telling them to talk to their lawyer.

Even after the gang had been rounded up, Lopez’s widow
Sheila, and his mother Priscilla voiced apprehensions and ap-
pealed to the press to be vigilant. Sheila has become the lone
parent of a one 2nd a half-year bey.

Manila Police Director Efren Fernandez has declared the

case closed. Next case!

SA

KO SA,
ANONG ¥ASD
0 7

Blackening
Ninoy’s memory

CONSCIOUSLY or not. that's what the
swaggenng Butz Aquino and bunsong kapand
ni Ninoy, Tess Aquino Oreta (don’t forget
the Aquine) are doing. “"Hindi pa ako gaht,™
said Butz when asked i’ he'd join the Au-
gust 20 rally against Cha-Cha Nothing sub-
stantial. For her part, Tess said she couldn’t
agree with her sister-in-law. Cory, for rea-
sons as hazy as her performance in the Senate.

We know what Ninov stood for, und we
know what he would have stood for these
days

We also Know that. without him and his
memory. Butz and Tess. and all others claim-
ing close allinity to Ninoy. would be no-
where in the political firmament, Quarks.
mavbe. They all capitalized on him.

THE RN

Again one says that the present Consti-
tution needs editing very badly. In other
words, it has to be amended,

But for Ramos then, now Erap, to ini-
tinte the move is something else. The cards
ave stacked in their avor,

LE L B R

I'm no admirer of Cory Aquino. in lucl
| called her “*Cory Baby " here (whieh T have
regretted simee: | should have been o little
more respeetiul), but in ali fairness o e
I sav that the Dretatoga s dintidbe agmnst Cory
Between them

was gratuitous we know we

ONE’S WORTH

Ao
.

By MAX NOBLERG 1 L I

should go to hell

Is the Dictatora going out of her mind?

“Whom the gods want to destroy, they
make mad first.”

What [ just couldn’t understand is why
the media gives her the importance she doesn’t
deserve at all. Not now. anyway

[FE 0T}

Is there no end to the “*Marcos Wealth™
controversy?

The way it looks, it will only end with
the end of the world.

As | see it, the delay is caused, not only
by the Dictatora's family, but also by the
Marcos Boys (and Girls) whao, since Cory’s
time, have held powerful positions in the
Government.

It's a sud commentary that Cory ap-
pointed many of them to said positions,
Mayhe she was just too trusting or naive,
1 don't Know.

But too trusting and naive, the Marcos Boys
(und Girls) are not. They're just smurt and
wily and, like their hossman, Machiavellian.

We Forum
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CREDIT UNIONS ARE LENDING CONDUTS

By ERNESTO C. GENEROSO

CREDIT unions, known
to be the most stable con-
duits of lending to the poor,
are still the best channels of
micro credit lines in the
Philippines.

Mario Lamberte, presi-
dent of the Philippine Insti-
tute for Development Stud-
ies (P1DS). drove home this
point in a paper titled Credit
of

the

Unions as Channels
Micro-Credit Lines:
Philippine Case
lLamberte noted that the
informal financial system
consists of a very heteroge-
neous group of players, its
total size 1s still unknown,
andd there 15 no effort on the
part of the government Lo
systematically gather infor-
mation about them
However, results of small
sumple surveys suggest that
it is quite large and 1s a
dominant financial system,
particularly 1n low-income

and urban areas, he said
Lamberte cited that a
group of researchers at-
tempted to estimate the size
financial
markets using data from a

of the informal

nationwide sample survey
conducted in 1987

““The results showed that
of the estimated P45 billion
borrowing by households, 59
percent came [rom the in-
formal credit markets,”” he
added
loans coming from the n-
formal markets s
higher for rural arcas than
for Metro Muanila and other
urban arcas

credit

Lamberte sard this 1s but
a clear indication that credit
markets are not well served
by formal hnancial nstito-
nons, adding that of the to-
tal number of sample bor-
rowers, 66 percent borrowed
from the informal financial
markets

The proportion of

Comparing the total
amount of loans outstanding
from individuals and small
enterprises, he said, the to-
tal informal loans outstand-
ing would be about 46 per-
cent of the total bank loans
in the case of rural areas and
14 percent in the case of
urban areas.

“‘This again shows the
importance of the informal
financial markets to indi-
viduals and small enterprises
especially in the rural areas,’
Lamberte added.

The PIDS president
pointed out that imcluded in
the informal financial sys-
tem 1s the credit union sys-
tem, which 1s perhaps the
most orgamzed subsystem in
the mformal financial sys-
tem. ** Although on paper the
newly established Coopera-
tive Development Authority
(CDA) is supposed to regu-
late and supervise credit

unions, in practice 1t has not
done so yet,”” he said

While the banking system
was trying to recover [rom
the cnisis and to adjust to a
liberal policy regime miti-
ated in the second half of
the 1980s, non-bank infor-
mal lending institutions such
as credit cooperatives and
some non-government orga-
nizations with credit pro-
grams did well for various
reasons.

““They had built in
mechanisms for continuous
mobilization Moreover, they
could exert strong social
pressure on borrowers, which
is important In securing
prompt payment,” " Lamberte
:x':!ill

He cited the Tulong sa
lwo Self-Emplovment Loan
Assistance (TST-SELA) pro-
pram as one that functioned
well to provide loans for the
less lortunate

The TST-SELA program
is 4 special credit program
for the non-agriculture rural
seclor that started in Apnl

1987. It is being imple-

mented by the Bureau of

Small and Medium Business
Development of the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry
(DTI) with initial funding
from the government of P30
million.

The TST-SELA is differ-
ent from previous credit pro-
grams in that it uses NGOs
as conduits, instead of the
banking system. *'‘NGOs are
believed to have some ad-
vantages in delivering small
credit to those who do not
have access to the formal
banking system,”’ Lamberte
said

“This 1s so because of

their long association with
their chents in non-credit
services provides them with
ample information on the

credit risk of clients. NGOs
may charge sub-borrowers
whatever is the prevailing
commercial rate in the area.
The DTI, however, charged
a fixed 7 percent for its loans
to NGOs,”” he added.

The TST-SELA Program
quickly became popular as
can be gathered from the
number of NGOs across the
country that participated in
the program. Because of this,
it quickly ran out of funds,
prompting the government to
tap the Asian Development
Bunk for additional funds

The scheme worked in
such a way that approval of
the subsidiary loans to the
NGOs was facilitated by the
establishment of Provincial
Fund Management Commit-
tees with a loan authority of
less than P150,000 to
P500,000 (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK,
versus

SPS, TEODORO S. OCAMPO

MA. TERESA O. OCAMPO,

Mortgagor/s.

NOTICE OF

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

INC..

Mortgagee/s,

and

x

Extra-Judicial
Real Estate Mortgage under
Act 3135,

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOQCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

CASE NO. C-10389

foreclosure of

as Amended

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by

versus
SPS. WILLIAM C. QUINTO
AND JOCELYN U. QUINTO,

Mortgagors.

Republiz of the Philippines

National Capital Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA CITY

EQUITABLE SAVINGS BANK, INC.,
Mortgagee,

x

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Act 3135,

Foreclosure No, 52-V-99

as amended by Act 4118,

8P| Family Savings Bank, Inc., mortgagee/s, with principal office and postal address at
Paseo de Roxas corner dela Rosa St., Makati, Metro-Manila against Sps. Teaodoro S. Ocampo
and Ma. Teresa O, Ocampo, mortgagor/s, with residence and postal address at No. 44
Binggas Road, Pilar Village, Las Pinas City 1740, tosutisty the mortgage indebtedness
which as of June 24, 1999 amount to FIVE HUNDRED SE/ENTY ONE THOUSAND TWO
HUNDRED EIGHT PESOS AND 99/100 (P571,208.99), Philippine Currency, including/exclud-
ing Interests, penalties, attorney's fees, plus sherift's fees and all other necessary expenses
of foreclosure and sale, the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloocan City thru the
undersigned Sheriff hereby gives notice to all interested parties and to the public in general
that on October 1, 1999 at ten o'clock in the morning (10:00 a.m.) or soon thereafter
infrent of the main entrance of Caloocan City Hall Annex, Aurelio Bldag., 9th Ave., corner
Ave Ext., Grace Park she or her duly authorized Sherift will sell at
auction to the highest bidder for cash and 1n Philippine Currency, the real estate
with all the improvements existing thereon, to
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 287299

A patcel of land (Lot 11, Block 23.A of Sheet 3), of the cons, subd. plan (LRC) FPes
10078, being a portien of the cons. of Lots 275, 379, 406, 417, 606, 646, B13 and
#17, Tala Estate, LAC Rec. Neo. 65613), situated In the Bariid of Bagumbang, Caloocan City,
Metro-Manila, Island of Luzon, Bounded on the NE., |Jn|n1-_,- & ic 1 by Road Lot 23; on the
SE.., points 1 to 2 by Lot 12, Block 23-A, both of the plan: on the SW.,
3 by Lot 644, Tala Estate, on the NW., points 3 to 4 by Lat 7, points 4 to
5 by Lot 8, points 5 to 6 by Lot 10, all of Block 23-A, subd, plan. Beginning
X x x % x containing an area of FOUR HUNDRED WO (482) SQUARE METERS,
mare or less,

Prospective buyars or bidders are hereby enjoi ad to investigate for themselves the Litle
to the sald propertyl/ies any

Caloocan City, Meltra

Rizal Caloocan City,
publie

propartly les together wit

cons, subd
points 2 1o
ol the cons

EIGHTY

thereon, if thara be
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and encumbrances
Manila, August 31,

PAZ G, PALANCA
PANGAN EX-Officio Shenift
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SHERIFF
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1999

filed by EQUITABLE SAVINGS BANK, INC., mortgagee, with address at EBC Bldg., Greenhills,
San Juan, M.M., against SPS. WILLIAM C. QUINTO AND JOCELYN U, QUINTO, mortgagors,
with address at BB6-P Alvarado Street, Binondo, Manila, to satisfy the mortgage indebt-
edness which as of July 15, 1998 amounts to SEVEN MILLION ONE HUNDRED NINETY
ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY FOUR PESOS & 94/100 (P7,191,374.94),
Philippine Currency, including interest, charges, penalty and attorney's fees, the Ex-Officio
Sheriff of RTC, Valenzuela City, hereby gives NOTICE that he or his duly authorized deputy
sherlff will sell at public auction for CASH in Philippine Currency on September 28, 1899
at 10:00 a.m, or soon thereafter at the main entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court,
RTC. Valenzuela City, the following real property with all the improvements existing thereon,
to wil!

T.C.T. No, V-42287
A parcel of land {lot 14 of the cons. subd, plan Pes-007504-005561-D, being a portion
ol Lots 904-A (LRC) PSD-83268 & 904-B-3 (LRC ) Psd-177164, LRC Rec.
Paseo de Blas, Mun. of Valenzuela, MM, Is. of Luzon. Bounded
Road Lot 1, on the NE., along line 3-4 by Lot 15, both
alonng lines 4-5 by Creek and on the SW,, along line
plan, on the southeastern portion legal easament 1s
ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN

less. X X X X X

of the cons
No. 5941), situated in Broy
on 1the NW.,, 1-3 by
of the cons, subd, plan, on the SE
G-1 by Lot 13, ol subd
provided. x x x x x containing an
(1,167) 5Q. METERS,

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate

along lines

the cons
areasn '11
more of
tor themselves the title of the said
real |1rr:j‘t‘!1'|r and encumbrances thereof, |If thaera be
Valenzuela City, August 24 1999

any
DOMINADOR D, BORNASAL, JR
(1 VI K EX-Officio Sheritt
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RP FAILS TO MAKE IT TO THE LIST
OF NEW ASIAN TIGER ECONOMIES

By ALVIN BARCELONA

THE Philippines fails to
make it 1o the list of the new
tiger economies of Asia

In a paper titled The
Future of Asia in the World
Economy, the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) said
Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand have joined the
league of the four tiger ccono-
mies in the region, which are
Hong Kong, Singapore, Ko-
rea and Chinese Taipei

The three large inward-
oriented economies are China,
India and Pakistan

The ADB noted that In-
donesia, Malaysia and Thai-
land started their export-on-
ented industrialization later
than other neighbors but have
recorded sustained expansion
and deepening of their indus-
trial sectors

On the other hand, China,
India and Pakistan have large
industrial sectors with some
relatively advance capabili-
ties. China s already emerg-
ing as a dynamic exporter
while the other two are still

performing relatively slug-

gishly.

Among the tiger econo-
mies, the ADB pointed out,
the fastest-growing manufac-
turing sector is in Korea
Chinese Taipei, its traditional
competitor, has been grow-
ing distinctly more slowly
since 1980,

Singapore has not only
maintained high growth rates
but 1s the only tiger to accel-
crale in the 1990s The other
three distinetly
slows down i the 19905, bui
Korea continues to have fairly

countries

WHY ARE THERE NO
PHONES IN RURAL AREAS?

WHY has the government
neglected basic telephony in
the rural arcas”

This question was raised
by Biliran Rep. Gerardo S
Espina during a public hear-
ing conducted by the House
committee on transportation
and communications o look
into the vanous issues aflect-
ing the local telecommunica-
non industry

National Telecommunica-
tons Commission Commis-
sioner Joseph Santiago. who
was present duning the hear-
ing, said one of the reasons
1s the inability ot the local
exchange carriers (LECs) to
interconnect other's
facilities

Ile noted that the gap
between the telephone lines
installed by the LECs and the
lines that are actually sub-
scribed remains wide because
of the worsening interconnee-
tion problems

Espina cited that univer-
sal access 1o basic telephone
SErVICC 18 # Primary
sibility of the government

He explained that univer-
sal service policy calls tor the
provision telephone
network that covers all arcas,
connecting many cilizens
us possible, and making tele-

last Tuesday

L’&IL'h

respaorn-

of a
RS

communicalions service ac-
cessible and affordable

Thus, the poliey under-
scores universal availability
(provision of service on de-
mand) allordability (reason-
able cost) and nondiscrimi-
natory access

Espina pointed out, how-
ever, that despite the enact-
ment of Republic Aci 7925

or the Public
cations Act of
liberalizes the

[elecommuni-
1995, which
telecommuni-
cations industry . the telephone
distnibution in the country has
remained skewed

Ile presented olficial sta-
tistics showing that as of
1998, the National Capital
Region as a teledensity of
28.62, which 1s very much
higher than the national av-
crage of 9.75

Yet, in the neighboring
Central Luzon. teledensity
was only 592, he smd

Espina stressed that in the
uneven distribution
more worse in certiuin parts
of Luzon. typilied by Cagavan
Valley with a teledensity ol
0.89, which i1s verv below the
1.17 national density in 1992

On the other hand
Santiago said the solution to
interconnection 18 important
to the attainment of univer-
sul access to basic telephone

15 cven

service

He noted that the
phone companies simply lad
down telephone lines as re-
quired by them under the
scheme (SAS)
mandated by RA 7925, but
not really have adequate
marketing plans as to how
they would sell their services

tele-

SCrvice urca

We have so many tele-

phone lines, but where are
the users?'’ he asked
Under the SAS. which
practically divided the coun-
try among the new players
cellular  operators
obliged to install at
400,000 telephone lines in
three years and international

Carriers were given live veuars

WwWere

lenst

to put up 300000 domestie
lines, in return to a nght fo
enter the luerative
market segments -~ mobile
and

more

communications
distance

long
services

Santiago stressed that the
goul was to hasten the pro-
vision ol telecommurications
services in areas where lran-
chises were previously exclu-
sive to either the Philippine
Long Distance Telephone Co.
(PLDT) or other small carri-
ers

The scheme also com-
pelled the PLDT to launch
the Zero Backlog Program,
which was designed to more
than double the size of the
dominant carrier’'s network
withim a short period of lour
vears (lrom 1993 1o 1996)

Santiago said the ratio of

975 was achieved last year
mamnlv because March 1998
wis the deadline of the SAS
for the participating telecom-
Thev

respec-

munications
had te¢ hnahze thep
tive rollout
avord being penalized with

carriers
commiimenls lo
the cancellation ol license und

n['
run

tarleiture
that
compuny

perlormance
bonds up lor every
He pointed out. however
thal the number ol subsenbed
lines is very small, only one-
tourth of the nstalled lines
Statistics also showed that
1998. the

teledensity stood at

as ol December
country s
908, which means that out of
the 73,130,998 Filipinos, only
2,512,113 have to the
6,041,490 1elephone lines 1n-
stulled by the telecommunica-
tions carriers last yvear. (MNC)

HELESS

high rate of growth

Korea and Singapore have
the most advance manufac-
turing sector, with Singapore
leading by virtue of special-
ization In a fairly narrow set
of advance electronics and
chemical activities,

Some way behind comes
Chinese Taiper, and cven
further behind 1s Hong Kong
with average productivity
levels half® that of Singapore
and Korea

Among the new tiger
cconomies. Thailand has the
most advaneced sector, [ol-
lowed by Malavsia and Indo-
Nnesia .

I'he ADR explained that
this may
first sight as Malaysin has

RCCm surprising al

more “advance strueture 1n
terms ol share of high tech
activities in electrical and
clectronic industries and pro-
duction exports, bul is ex-

plained by the relatively low

level of local integration of

these industries, which remain
largely at the assembly stage.

China and India have simi-
lar, and low levels of manu-
facturing value-added per
cmplovee (a rough indicator
ol the degree of sophistica-
tion of the industrial sector).
This reflects their spread over
a large number of low-tech-
nology und low productivity
m;nlll[:lcillrllng aclivilies,
Pakistan comes lowest in the
list, with a shallow and rather
backward structure

Korea, along with China,
Chinese Taiper, Malavsia and
Singapore are also considered
one ol the largest exports,
both of merchandise and
manutacture |||]|I"I|.g f\‘\'liill
countries

'he ADB said that
Korea continues to have the

also

largest manufacturing sector

in the developing world.

Korea's massive manufac-
turing sector is followed by
China and Chinese Taipei
(though World Bank data
show that China is larger than
Korea). The smallest is that
of Pakistan. Singapore has a
larger manufacturing sector
than Hong Kong, though it
has half of the population of
size and about 10 percent
higher in income,

Hong Kong, Singapore,
Korea and Chinese Taipei are,
in their own ways, the indus-
trial leaders within the region,
and the most competitive
countries 1n the developing
waorld .

Among the other three
cconomies, China has by far
the most impressive growth
rate, with a sharp increase
in the 1990s. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

NA
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versus

CONSUELO LORILLA,

OFFICE OF

(QUEDANCOR)
Mortgagee/s,

Mortgagor/s

NOTICE

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
TIONAL CAPITAL

IT GUARANTEE

OF

X

OF

JUDICIAL REGION
THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY, METRO MANILA

FILE
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 31356
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

NO, FRE NO, 3063

Upon extra-judicial petitic
Guarantee Corp

of July 19, 1999 amounts
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY

will sell at public auction o

property with all

725-A, described on
Quezon Cily,
subd. plan,
2 10 3 by Lot
Psd-42195, (Road)
METERS,

ol Lot
Island of Luzo
on the SE pls
725-A-3, of

more or less

af the said real estate

prop

Copy Furnished,
1. ATTY. ELMER
2. Consuelo Lorilla 161
NOTE: PUBLISHERS ARE
PARTICULARLY SEC. 3 & 4

WE FORUM

Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6. 19

PESOS &

Quezon City, Metro Mania,

GARCIA MENDOZA
Banlat

an of sale under Act 3135,

(QUEDANCOR), Mortgagee/s, against Consuelo Lorilla
Tandang Sora, Quezon City, Mortgagor/s, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as
HUNDRED SIXTY NINE THOUSAND
10/100 (P1,369,460.10) excluding penalties
attorney’s fees and expenses ol foreclosure the undersigned or her duly authorized deputy
10:00 o'clock or
at the main entrance of the Hall of Justice Bldg., beside Quezon City Hall Elliptical Road,
Diliman, Quezon City, 1o the highest bidder tor cash, and in Philippine Currency, the following
the improvements,

TRANSFER
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

fo ONE MILLION THREE

n September 17, 1999, at

o wil!

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO

A parcel of land (Lot 725-A-4 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-737, being a portion
{GLRO) Rec

the plan Psd-42195, LRC
n. Bounded on the NL., pts. 4
1 1o 2 by Lol 725-A-B, of the
the subd NW.,

plan, on the

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title

encumbrances

1999

arty/ies and the

August 13,

MERCEDES S

No

Rd Tandang Sora,

STRICTLY ENJOINED TO OBSERVE THE PROVISIONS OF PD.

99

filed by Quedan & Rural Credit

pls
X X X x containing an area of SIX HUNDRED NINETY NINE (699) SQUARE

36 Panay Avenue,
Quezon City

1681 Banlat Road,

charges,

soon thareafter

N-142840

No. 5975), situated in
to 1 by Lot 725-A-5, ol the
subd, plan, on the SW,, pts

3 to 4 by Lot 725-M, plan

thereon, i any thers be

GATMAYTAN
Ex-Officio Sheritt

Quezon City

1079
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DOST-PCARRD, UPLB ADDRESS
LACK OF ORCHID PLANT MATERIALS

ORCHIDS have become a
favorite cutflower and pot
plant of ornamental growers
and hobbyists. Through the
years, many have cmbarked
on large-scale production
because of its high demand.
Its long vaselife and climatic
suitability in many regions of
the country further encourage
entrepreneurs to engage in the
business.

Among the hybrids that
have fascinated many Filipi-
nos are Dendrobium, Mokara
and Kagawara. Production of
these hybrids, however, was
very limited due to the un-
availability of planting ma-
terials., This is what the
Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) project
on ‘‘Intensified Mass Propa-
gation of Orchids’” has been
trving to address. The project
aims to increase the produc-
tion of orchid planting mate-
rials, through tissuc culture,
to be able to supply the grow-
ing demand.

The project which is be-
ing implemented by the
University of the Philippines
Los Bafios is funded by DOST
and monitored by the Philip-
pine Council for Agriculture,
Forestry and Natural Re-
sources Research and Devel-
opment (PCARRD). Headed
by Ms. Amihan L. Arquiza,
Asst. Professor, Department
of Horticulture, UP Los
Bafios, the project is target-
ing the production of at least
2.5M plantlets within a five-
year project duration.

Ms. Arquiza reported that
more than 30 orchid hybrids
and 30 embryo cultures have
been produced. These orchids
were selected and evaluated
for pot plant and cutflower
production. Mostly propagated
are Dendrobiums with white,
pink, yellow and two-tone
colored varietics, Mokara and
Kagawara of the yellow, pink
and red hybrids and other
orchid varicties with high
market potential.

Now available in single
pots are Mokara Churk Kuan

By R.M. PLATON

‘Red’, Vanda TMA ‘Seleet’
and Kagawara Boonrub. The
available hybrids in flask are
Vanda TMA ‘Select’, Mokara
Churk Kuan ‘Pink’, Oncidium
Gower Ramscy ‘Hawaii’, and
Mokara Khai Pak Suan x
Rasri gold. Orchids available
in community pots are Mokara
Churk Kuan ‘Red’, Vanda
TMA ‘Select’ and Mokara
Khai Pak Suan x Rasri Gold.

In the first quarter of Year
2000, Dendrobium Bunyad
‘Pink’, Dendrobium Betty Ho
‘Kamiya’, Dendrobium White
Fairy, UH 306, Vanda Mevr.
Velthius x coerulea, Ble.
Yellow and Kagawara #2
orange will all be available
in flasks. Embryo cultured
white Cattleya will also be
available in flasks and
compots.

In line with the objective
of the project, a number of
grower-cooperators from
Batangas, Cavite, Tagaytay,
Quezon, Bulacan, Mindoro,
Palawan, Iloilo and Davao
were provided with orchid
planting materials at a lower

cost, Some cultures in the
laboratory are being sold to
interested customers.

As part of the extension
and dissemination program,
the project is assisting gov-
ernment and private Lissue
culture laboratories on the
technical and management
operation. At present, the
orchid laboratory is assisting
DOST regional offices in
Regions III and XI and the
Negros Occidental Cutflower
Cooperative, Inc.

For growers and breeders
without tissue culture facili-
ties and want to have their
hybrids multiplied, the project
also provides embryo and
tissue culture services. Inter-
ested parties may send orchid
pods, young flower spikes or
pseudobulbs at the Depart-
ment of Horticulture, Orna-
mental Crops Division, UP
Los Bahos. For more infor-
mation, please contact Ms.
Amihan Arquiza or Ms
Charite E. Balladares at tel.
no. (049) 536-2227. (S&T
Media Service)

FISH TALE: President Estrada inspects a large
General Santos City Fishport Complex. Also in photo is Trade and Industry Secretary
Jose Pardo. (Malacaiang photo)

tuna fish at the storage plant of the

OVERFISHING, POLLUTION PUT TREMENDOUS
STRAIN ON PHILIPPINE COASTAL RESOURCES

OVERFISHING and pol-
lution are putting tremendous
strain on Philippine coastal
resources.

““Time is not on the side

of coastal communities,”’
according to a report by the
Coastal Resource Manage-
ment Project (CRMP), a five-
year (1996-2001) program of

result of this project.

Transfer.

Keeping bamboo straight

BAMBOO poles can now be straightened mechanically.
This is possible through the use of the bamboo pole maker,
an invention of Engr. Jose Zafaralla of the Mariano Marcos
State University in Batac, llocos Norte.

This is good news for the furniture industry, which uses
large amounts of bamboo poles. The pole maker will enable
the mass production of furniture components and parts.
This is also beneficial for bamboo farmers, since the uti-
lization and value of bamboo is expected to increase as a

The pole maker is made up of a cutting blade assembly
and motorized parts for holding and turning the pole. Most
of these parts are fabricated. The machine is enclosed in
s main frame made of heavy duty angle bars and has a
waste collector to collect the bamboo shavings and dust.
A panel switchboard controls the operation of the pole maker.

The machine works like a wood lathe machine. It scrapes
the bamboo and levels the nodes until the pole attains a
uniform diameter. It can process poles from & diameter of
3.6 cm - 26 cm with lengths of 59 cm - 250 cm. The machine
costs P58,000 to build The pole maker is being registered
at the Bureau of Patents, Trademarks and Technology

The pole maker is the output of the project ‘‘Design
and Fabrication of Bamboo Pole Maker'' of the National
Furniture R&D Program being coordinated by the Philip-
pine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Re-
sources Research and Development (PCARRD-DOST).
(AZCabrera, S&T Media Service)

By PAUL ICAMINA

the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
Coastal communities are
facing greater risk from all
kinds of unmanaged and
potentially harmful human
activities, the report says.
Open access fishing, for

* example, has resulted in the

over-exploitation of resources.
Many of the country’s 50
major fishing grounds are in
fact over-fished.

These over-exploited fish-
ing grounds, according to the
report, are San Miguel Bay,
Lamon Bay, Lingayen Gulf,
Manila Bay, the Batangas
coastline, Ragay Gull, Moro
Gull, Samar Sea, Visayas Sca,
and the Pacilic side of Bohol
island.

Open access fishing now
prevailing in Philippine wa-
ters means that - despite laws
regulating fisheries - virtu-
ally everyone is able to fish
wherever and in any way they
please

What's worse, dynamite
fishing, the use of cyanide,
industrial pollution. domes-
tic wastes and siltation are
destroying coral reefs, Man-

grove forests are being con-
verted into fishponds, beach
resorts and residential and
industrial estates.

All these, the report says,
further reduce the natural
habitats of various fish, shell-
fish and crustaceans found in
coastal areas. The result:
declining fish catch which has
led to a situation where most
fishing are becoming eco-
nomically non-viable.

There are dire conse-
quences of coral reel destruc-
tion. A healthy reef produces
20 to 30 meiric tons of fish
per square Kilometer per year
This is enough to provide the
seafood protein requirement
of 400 to 700 people.

One square kilometer of
reel in poor condition pro-
duces only 5 metric tons of
fish a year. This 18 barcly
enough to feed 100 people.
Meaning, at least 300 people
are deprive of seafood, or up
to 700 people making do with
less than 15 percent of the
scafood protein they need

Studies showed that in
1981 more than 70 percent
of coral reefs in the country

were already in poor or fair
condition, 24 percent were in
good condition, and only 5
percent were in excellent
condition.

According to one estimate,
the arca of reefs in poor or
fair condition had nisen to 80
percent by the 1990s,

“‘Fishery experts say that
in many arecas around the
country today, the limits of
sustainable fishing has al-
ready been recached or even
exceeded,”’ the report says.

Coastal fishing activities
account for about 40 to 60
percent of the country’s to-
tal fish catch.

But the Philippines, the
report says, is losing more -
than $400 million a year to
overfishing of demersal and
small pelagic fishes.

The CRMP, funded by the
United States Agency for
International Development,
provides technical assistance
and training to local govern-
ments in coastal resource
management

+ MNC Environment,

Science and Technology

News Service
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‘CRITICAL LANDSCAPE’ FOR
SAVING MT. BANAHAW

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

MOUNT Banahaw is an
example of a “‘critical land-
scape’” that needs to be pro-
tected.

Although there are large
forest covers within the re-
serve, there are human intru-
sions in critical areas, par-
ticularly in the northern and
southwestern portion of the
Mt. Banahaw Forest Reserve.

Slash-and burn agriculture
has led to deforestation,
upstream water sources have
dried up, while heavy siltation
and flooding occur down-
stream.

One of these Banahaw
towns is Dolores, in Quezon
province, which illustrates the
critical shape of the moun-
tain ccosystem

The 5,300-hectare town is
mostly flat, with the rest
gently sloping to very steep.
Annual crops like sweel
potato and vegetables are

planted.

The long rainy season,
local farming practices, and
lack of conservation measures
are causing erosion problems.
This is evident in the pres-
ence of gullies, thin topsoil,
and declining crop productiv-
ity.

Water scarcity is a prob-
lem, with Dolores residents
concerned with decreasing
potable water, Residents in
nearby Tiaong town are
worried about insulficient
irrigation  water for their
fields.

The Landscape Approach
to Sustainable Agriculture and
Rural Development (LSARD-
Banahaw) in the Pinagdang-
layan, Dolores, watershed
looks at the local farming
systems at the “‘landscape
level."”

Meaning, it looks at the
impact to the whole water-

shed of all activities within,
from farm households to the
agricultural ecosystem.

*“The protection of the Mt.
Banahaw landscape and the
maintenance of sustainable
agriculture in the areca has
become imperative,”’ says
V.T. Villancio, project leader
of a team monitoring the
project. ‘*However, interven-
tions can only be meaningful
and acceptable if the farm-
ers themselves identify their
needs,”’

The LSARD-Banahaw
project is being implemented
by the Farming Systems and
Soil Resources Institute with
a4 multi-sectoral group called
Linkages for Development of
Pinagdanglayan

Consultation and planning
meetings were conducted with
local governments, people’s
organizalion, non-government
organizations, and government

agencies.

A community survey was
conducted, and problems and
needs of farmers related to
farming systems were aired
during discussions. An analy-
sis was made of soil erosion
and declining productivity,

Some farmers volunteered
to implement soil conserva-
tion technologies, such as the
Sloping Agricultural Land
Technology, alley cropping,
mulching, use of natural fer-
tilizers, and other farming
technology. These volunteers
assisted in the training of
other farmers, especially in
field practicum

The Rural Improvement
Club of Pinagdanglayan iden-
titied peanut butter and in-
stant salabat (ginger drink)
as mcome gCIlUf.‘ltll'l‘i_l Prn}CCfH.
On-farm trials of the Sinta
papaya have been encourag-

ing. (MNC)

OBSOLETE PESTICIDE STOCKS

DEADLY TO ENVIRON, CHILDREN

OBSOLETE  pesticides
stocks continues to threaten
human health and the enwi-
ronment

Often drums containing
pesticides are stored in the
open, next to food stores or
markets and easily accessible
to children. These deadly
chemicals are contaminating
the soils, ground water, irri-
gation and drinking water.

“These ‘forgotten’ stocks
are a serious risk, they could
causc an cnvironmental trag-
edy in rural areas and big
cities. There is hardly any
developing country that is not

affected by the hazards of

obsolete pesticides,”” says
pesticides expert Alemayehu
Wodageneh of the Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO)

Among the highly toxic
and persistent pesticides iden-
tified were Aldrin, DDT,
Dieldrin, Endrin, HCH, Lin-
dane, Malathion, Parathion
and many others

It 15 estimated there are
several hundred thousand tons
of obsolete pesticide stocks
worldwide, with more than
100,000 tons in developing

’uounl:ics_
FAO estimates the amount

of pesticide left-overs in

Africa at 20,000 tons. The
situation 1s particularly dan-
gerous in Poland with 65,000
tons and the Ukraine with
over 23,000 tons.

There are many reasons for
the accumulation of pesticides
stocks. Particularly in Afnica,
an enormous variety of pes-
ticides have been imported by
developing countries either
donated by aid agencies or
governments.

Some stocks are over 30
years old and can no longer
be used because they are
banned or they have deterio-
rated as a result of prolonged
slorage

Contnibuting to the buildup
of stocks is the inability to
forccast pest outbreaks and
donations: inad-
equate Storage fucilities and
poor stock In-
cllective or wrong pesticide
tormulations and

cxcessive
management,

agpressive
sales practices

The safest way to dispose
ol obsolete pesticides 15 high
temperature incineration. Sale
meinerators
veloping countnies, and pes-

are rare in de-
ticides are re-packaged and
shipped 1o u country with
huzurdous
facility. In the pust, wiaste was
h‘hlp[’cd 10 f'lnni\(

wauste destruction

FAQ warns that the accu-
mulation of hazardous pesti-
cides in the environment will
continue unabated as the
worldwide annual
pesticides are still increasing
substantially, especially in
developing countries,

The United Nations agency
has called upon its member
countries to apply environ-
mentally friendly Integrated
Pest Management methods
and to drastically reduce the
use ol pesticides, where this
i1s possible

Huge stocks of dangerous
obsolete and unused pesti-
cides 1n Afrnica and the Near
Last will pose a threat to
humans and the environment
until 2030, it funding for
waste disposal remains al
today's low level, FAO warns

Sinee 1994 around 3.000
tons were disposed ol in 14
African and two Middle East
countries. Il the removal
continues at the same speed
as in the past, more thun 30
vears will be needed to lin-
ish the ¢lean-up ol obsolete
stocks in Afhiea and the Near
East. FAQO suys

Ihis would

remaoval ol

only melude
the metal drums
aid other containers, but nol

the more difhicult disposal of

sales of

contaminated soil.

So far, around $24 4 mil-
lion have been spent on the
removal of pesticides in
Africa and the Near East. The
clean-up was mainly funded
by the Netherlands, Denmark,
Germany, South Africa, the
US Agency for International
Development (USAID), Swe-
den and FAO

To clean all obsoleie pes-
ticide spots in Africa would
cost between $80-100 million,
FAO says. To remove one ton
ol obsolete pesticides in
Africa costs between $3,500
and $4,000, Up tll now the
agro-chemical indusiry con-
limited
k'i\IlIF\ll-

tributions were very
O1 the chemicul
nies. only Shell International
contributed around $300.000
tor a disposal of Dieldrin in
Mauritania
““This 1s
the total amount spent so fur
on the clean-up in Afniea and
the Near East.”" Wodageneh
noted, “*The chemical indus-
try s tar from tulfilling i1s
commitments to pay one US
dollar per liter Kilo lor
the remaoval ol obsolete pes-
fierde stoeks i Avien and he
MNeut | LT [ RUETR
MNewsfeatures ol g

one percent ol

F\\'I

taries)
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FRUIT MATTERS
IN OUR DIET

By E.F. PALAFOX

SUMMER has ended
and so will the sight of the
many fruits that abound
in the markets at this time
of the vear. Fruits, with
their different tastes and
textures, add flavor, vari-
ety and color to our meals.

Although (fruits are
plentiful in our country,
findings of the last nutri-
tion survey done by the
Food and Nutrition Re-
search Institute-Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (FNRI-DOST) seem
to show that fruits do not
matter very much in our
daily diet since they are
only an optional item. Do
you know that the aver-
age intake of fruit per
capita per day is only 77
grams which is equivalent
to half a medium banana
or one medium piece of
indian mango and often
only served during lunch-
time?

Don’t you think it is a
little bit strange, too, for
urban residents to be eat-
ing more of the vitamin C-
rich fruits compared to the
rural folks who normally
have the fruit-bearing
trees in their backvards?
Among the different re-
gions, Southern Tagalog
and Central Luzon were
to have higher
fruit intakes while Central
Visayas and Cagavan
Valley had lower consump-
tion. These ave some of the
important findings of the
study.

Fruits are an essential
part of our daily meals,

observed

generally

the
Tenies'?
I'he

These are
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dan’’ or oranges, as their
names imply, are good
sources of vitamin C, the
vitamin that strengthens
our bodies’ resistance to
disease and illness. With
their yellow colors, these
fruits are also rich in befa
carotene -- precursors of
vitamin A which aids in
maintaining good eyesight
and helps keep our skin
clean and our hair glossy.
Of the daily fruit intake,
only 21 grams (about 1
small piece of the native
guava) come from this
group with mangoes and
papaya as the more com-
monly eaten fruits.

**Other (ruits’ include
all other fruits one can
think of, locally produced
or imported which are not
vitamin C-rich. From this
group comes 56 grams
(about one small “‘santol"’
or “‘kaimito’’) of the daily
fruit intake. Among the
more heavily consumed
fruits from this group are
bananas, ‘‘buke’’, water-
melon, pineapple,
““Kaimito’’, **langka’’, and
melon. These fruits,
though not very rich in
vitamin C still contribute
amount of this
vitamin and other vitamins
and minerals as well.

The average daily fruit
intake contributes almost
one-third of the daily in-
take of witamin C and
together with vegetables,
shares more than one third
of the daily wvitanun
requirement too.

With the contribution
ufl fruits to our daily sup-
phy of the essentinl nutri-
don't vou think it
does matter o eat more
of these foe by 1w
Ion No&
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2 GOV’T AGENCIES
LOCK HORNS

OVER TAX CASES

By NICK REBONG

THE campaign against tax
evasion has suffered a sel-
back, with the taxmen and
state prosecutors locking
horns instead of gefting thei
act together to collect rev-
enues and punish the tax
cheats

This situation has jeopar-
dized the povernment’s
chances of winning scveral
collection suits now pending
in various courts, Official
documents show that the
collection of P70.7 billion in
unpaid taxes of as of June
1999 is entangled in court
cases

According to court records.
the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue (BIR) and the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) have
taken conflicting stands in al
least two cases.

First is the P25.6-billion
tax cvasion case against the
Fortune Tobacco Corp. ol
Lucio Tan where the BIR
made an ubout-face by with-
drawing the charges after
having the DOJ spend more
than a year and precious re-
sources to build up a solid
case

Another is the tax case
against the General Milling
Corp. (GMC) ol
George Young where the BIR
is trying to keep the DOJ off
the case and moving for its
dismissal

Both cases were liled with
the DOJ by the BIR during
the term of Internal Revenue
Commission Liwayway
Vinzons-Chato in 1995 until
1998 The BIR, now under
the term of Internal Revenue
Commissioner Beethoven
Rubio. has reversed its stand
in both cases

Also in both cases, the BIR
insists that it has the exclu-
sive right to determine
whether or not lax suils
should be filed n court
against a taxpayer

Judge Alex Ruiz of the

tyeoon

Marikina Metropolitarr Trial
Court dismissed the nine
counts of tax cvasion against
the Tan group on the ground
that the charge sheet was nol
signed by the internal revenue
commissioner

DOJ prosceutors elevated
the case to the Marikina
Regional Trial Court, seck-
ing to have the case tried on
its merits. The court ordered
the BIR and the Tan group
to respond to the DOJ peti-
tion. A decision from the courl
may be out this
month.

In the GMC case. however.
the BIR lost its cluim of solo
authority to file tax cases. The
Makati Regional Trial Court
ordered a lower court to pro-
ceed with the tnal of the case

BIR lawvers say Section
200 of the Tax Reform Act ol
1997 gives the agency the
authority to file tax cases, but
DOJ lauwyers argue that the
law is being misinterpreted

by the BIR

anytime

DOJ lawyers are wary of

the emerging patlern where
the BIR at whim can take
back cases that it referred to
the DOJ in the first pluce
They have expressed theur
concern in an appeal before
the Marikina Trial Court on
the Tan tax case. A porlion
of the DOJ appeal savs: '
provision of Section 220 of
the Tax Reform Act of 1997
is not intended to vest upon
the Commission of Internal
Revenue a whimsical author-
ity to stop the [iling of cases
in court after taxing the
government prosccutors with
the burden of conducting the
preliminary investigation
Since the Tax Reform Act
of 1997 took effect on Jan.
1. 1998, the BIR has endorsed
to the DOJ nine tax cases for
preliminary  investigation,

[ he

That has led to the filing of

six cases in court. the DOJ

said

FILIPINOS’ LIFE EXPECTANCY

66 YEARS OLD

By JAY ALBERT M. ILAGAN

THE Filipinos life ex-
pectancy rate now Is 66
years

This was revealed by the
Commission on Population
(Popcom) in a recent study,
saying that the ligure 1s onc
of the lowest in Asia. Life
expectancy 1s one of the
indicators of human devel-
Uplll[‘ﬂt.

Popcom cited, however.
that physical, social, emo-
tional and mental health,
not just longevity, tmply

a healthy life
As the country’s popu-

lation grows tremendously.
it was explained, one gov-
ernment concern suffers -

- the quality of basic
welfare services especially
on health.

“*Rapid urbanization in
several areas overpowers
the capacities of local gov-
ernment units (LGUS) 1o
manage waste and to sc-
cure enough and safe water
supply,”” Popcom said

The number of hospi-
tals, rural health units.
barangay health centers
and government health
workers are nol enough to
meel the need of a fast-
growing population now
pegged at 2.32 percent
growth

Aside from the shortage

““The Chief State Proseeu-
tor, not the BIR Commis-
sioner, approved the filing of
the tax cases.”” the DOJ said

Since then, the BIR has
endorsed several more cases
to the justice departiment. As
of June 1998, the BIR has
referred to the DOJ at least
22 cases f[or prelimmary in-
vestigation. At least 14 other
cases dare in varous stages ol
court proceeding.
records show

olticial

These collection suils in-
volve P70 7 billion in indi-
vidual and corporate taxes,
This does
not include the P25.2 billion
against the Fortune Tobacco
group

The government is trying
1o collect these back taxes and
boost revenues without 1m-
posing new burden on tax-
payers, but the BIR's incon-
sistency is wrecking havoc on

(MNC)

the records show

these ellorts

of facilities, Popcom also
cited malnutrition as a ma-
jor health concern.
Popcom cited a study by
the School Health and Nu-
trition Center of the De-
partment of Education,
Culture and Sports show-
ing that about 2.2 million
clementary school pupils
suffer from malnutrition.
One of grade-
schoolers is underweight
and seven of 10 grade one
pupils suffer from one or
two diseases such as den-
tal caries, infection and
respiratory atlment

two

In response to these con-
cerns, Popecom said it has
implemented the Health for
All Filipinos, a lofty program
that aims to address health
issues. This issues include
the reduction of infant mor-
tality, active campaign on re-
productive health and 1n-
creased life expectancy rate
of the Filipinos

Infant mortality has de-
creased from 24 3 deaths per
1,000 population i 1990
The National Demographic

Survey attributed the declin-
ing rate to improved acces-
sibility and availability of
health services and facilities.
[t identified pneumonia as
the leading cause of deaths
among infants

Popeom noted thal an-
other major 1ssue 1s leenage
PT Cglliii]&_\" as it exp1 essed ap-
prehension over the impact
of teenage pregnancy to both
mother and child.

“*“Women and reproduc-
tive age under 20 years old
are at the high nsk of preg-
nancy-related 1llness and
death,”” it said

Popeom also called for an
intensilied campaign to curb
lecnage pregnancy

**Though the rate of 1n-
cidence of teenage in the
country 1s low, this does not
necessarily mean that efforts
to curb this incidence should
be decelerated considering
that as of 1995, 5.4 percent
of the country’s population
—or 3.7 million girls -- be-
15-19 age
bracket,”” it said. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)

long to the

COCONUT FIBER FOR COLON CANCER PREVENTION
By T.P. TRINIDAD

ment of Science and Technology (FNRE DOST) in cal-
Jaboration with the Philippine Council foy Industry nnd
Encrpgy Research und Development Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (PCIERD, DOST), Philippine Co-
canut Autharity (PCA) and the Philippine Institute of
Pure and Applicd Chemists (PIPAC) is currently con:
ducting a project an the **Develapment of Functional
Foads from Cocoput Flour.”'

Coconut sapal, a waste product predominant in the
Philippines, is a potential souvce of fiber, When made
into flour and incorporated to foods, it can increase the
fiber content of the product und may help meet the
requivements for fiber intake. There is n need to evalu-
ate the fiber content of coconut flour, and its pofential
for reducing colon cancer risk (ENRIS&T Media Service)

DIETS that ave low in fat and high in fiber have been
associated with decreased visk of colon cancer. In an-
swer to a previous news article of an epidemiological
study an the non-preventive effect af dietnry fiber on
colon cancer by Fuéks et al, “*Not all fiber sources are
alike in veducing ¢ancer risk.”® A good balance of solu-
Bility and fermentability churacteristics detevmines the
effectiveness of dictary fiber as colon cancer profective
agents. Il the fiber is soluble and fermented, the bacte
vin in the colon will break the fibey into shoxt chuin fatty
acids, Butyvrate, a short chain fatty acid produced in the
colon, Is used as food of the bactevin and prevents
multiplication of cells which will vesult in (umor forma-
tion and cancer.

The Food and Nutrition Research Institute, Depart-
L]
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