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PS5 IN METRO MANILA

UNPAID DEBT

PRECEDING PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS’ ADMINISTRATION FOISTED
~ FAKE BUDGET SURPLUSES AT THE END OF EACH FISCAL YEAR

TO THE INCOMING ESTRADA GOVERNMENT BY NOT PAYING

SUPPLIERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR BIG CONSTRUCTION 2

PROJECTS WHICH ACCUMULATED INTO P201.8 BILLION
DEBT. « An editorial report by Eric S. GIRON ot

FL's MISSION: First Lady Dr. Luisa L| l_| creito Estrada personally attends to 9-month old Marlon Danicel, » vhi rl|1 of Tondo, Manila
during her visit there. The young Marlon was one of some 5,000 residents of the first district of Manila who henefited fro n De Loi's medical

and relief mission. (Malucaiiung photo)
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STAGGERING RAMOS
TATE DEBT BARED

By ERIC S. GIRON

RECEDING President Fidel Ramos’ admin-

istration foisted fake budget surpluses at the

end of each fiscal year to the incoming
Estrada government by not paying suppliers and
- contractors for big construction projects which
accumulated into P201.8 billion debt.

A big portion of more
than P8 billion unpaid debts
were for completed infra-
structure turned over to
President Joseph Estrada’s
administration. Eleven bil-
lion pesos of the people’s
money evaporated in the ill-
fated Ramos administration
folly labelled Centennial
Expo Filipino at Clark Field
in Pampanga which epito-
mized the extravagance of
the officials in power who
drained the nation’s life-
blood.

The Ramos administration
also left P14 billion unpaid
accounts of withheld pre-
mium contributions by gov-
ernment employes to the
Government Service Insur-
ance System.

Why should the succeed-
ing Estrada administration
shell out P11 million
monthly to maintain and
operate the Expo project
which they call a white el-
ephant? No yhite elephant
costs a billion pesos. And
the P11 billion splurged on
an unproductive venture
when Asia was feeling the

sting of a regional financial *

crisis benefited no one but
the recipients of the money.
The entire project from
the onset was a sham. Ticket
sales were supposed to cover
pp the cost of construction,
even help finance North
Luzon investments. Just to
put up roads, fences and
 gates ate up P4 billion. Delay
in the construction resulted
in disastrous losses. With the
rainy season’s advent, visi-
tors drastically declined. The
President decided it was time
to pack up.
President Estrada wants

to hold liable all those in-
volved in the construction of
the P11 billion lemon. But
will the Rene Saguisag com-
mission accomplish anything
to nail the culprits? Or like
other such cases, will 1t ever
reach the court for prosecu-
tion? The Philippines 1s not
Korea where past Presidents
proven to be corrupt are
jailed. .

SETTLING THE DEBT

The Estrada administration
has tackled the unpaid debts
of the Ramos regimc on a
staggered basis by paying P2
billion & month. Budget Sec.
Benjamin Diokno paid P73.4
billion debts in the second
half of 1998 and another
P32.7 billion in the first half
of 1999. Thus a total of
£106.1 billion has been wiped
out.

What appeared as budget
surplus in the Ramos admin-
istration was the unpaid
money for the suppliers and
contractors. Suppliers tend to
charge the government higher
or even double for supplies
because they are not sure they
will be paid on time, lamented
NEDA Director General
Felipe Medalla.

Official government
records show accounts pay-
able dating back to 1995.
Secretary Diokno asked the
President to issue an execu-
tive order that will strike off
from the boeks more than
three years old accounts pay-
able. He said this will reduce
the financial burden by about
P40 billion.

President Estrada attrib-
uted the pileup in government
debts to the malpractice of
enacting laws intended for
particular programs without
citing where the funds will
be derived.

Estrada said his adminis-
tration has carmarked P21
billion for housing projects.

He assured the fund is avail-
able to be spent, But this
cannot be implemented until
Congress approves the in-
crease of capital for the Home
Insurance Guarantee Corpo-
ration.
ELECTRICITY
OVERKILL

Only now arc the reper-
cussions of the reckless
Ramos administration spend-
ing having its impact on the
country. The preceding admin-
istration coped with the prob-
lem of frequent electricity
cutoffs throughout the coun-
try by building power plants
the cost of which will be paid
for by succeeding administra-
tions and the people

For the next 20 to 25
years, the country is locked
in build-operate-transfer con-
tracts. The cost of buying the
power contracts and coping
with the public demand for
lower power rates runs as high
as P8 billion, according lo
Exccutive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora.

The resorting to quick
solutions by the Ramos ad-
ministration has placed an
onerous P40-billion yearly
burden on the government and
the consumers who have to

EX-PRES. RAMOS: Debt-ridden administration?

‘pay for steadily rising power
rates which are the highest
in Asia.

The ‘‘take or pay ' con-
tract provisions call for pay-
ments to the National Power
Corporation (Napocor) in the
form of equity contributions
Many of the power plants
built to expand gencrating
capacity to meet increased
industrial, commercial and
residential demand for elee-
tricity under the BOT law
requires private investors who
initially put up the power
plants to shoulder the costs
after which the plants are
turned over to the govern-
ment

While power capacity has
increased with the construc-
tion of the power plants, the
Napocor sale of electrieity has

been declining at the rate of

3.28 percent in the first
quarter of 1999, This is due
to the shutdown ol industrial
plants or cutbacks in produc-
tion becuuse of the festerimg
crisis.

The excess capacity has
resulted in tremendous losses
because the government, in
wccordance with the contracts.
has to pay for excess or

unutilized power. Because of

this Napocor obligation un-
der the contract, the govern-
ment is compelled to foot
amounts to P40 billion a year,
Zamora said.

Excess power supply is
projected up to 450 megawatts
by the year 2002 and 600
megawatts by 2004. When the
Camago-Malampaya natural
gas fields off Palawan starl
commercial production, the
glut will be more acutely fell.

To offset such a glut and
to reduce operating costs, the
Napocor is selling oil-guzzling
power barges and inefficient
power-generating plants
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CHANGE IN THE

SENATE

What was presumed to be
a power struggle for the
Senate Presidency vacated by
ailing Manuel Fernan between

Sens. Blas Ople and Franklin |

Drilon would up in concili-
ation between the two. But
why were the senators favor-
ing either Ople or Drilon
trading barbs against cach
other?

The incoming Senale
President Protempore John
Osmefa called Ople backer
Sen. Francisco Tatad “‘a
meddling interloper’” who
masterminded the ouster of
Sen. Raul Roco as chairman
of the Constitution Amend-
ments Committee in favor of
Sen. Miriam D. Santiago.

Santiago during the pre-
ceding Ramos administration
vehemently opposed the

amendment of the Constitu-’

tion. But now she favors the
revision under the adminis-
tration of President Joseph
Estrada who appointed her
husband undersceretary of
interior and local govern-
ments

Tutad regarded Osmefia’s
“fairy tale’” a low blow
below the belt not only
against him but President
Estrada. Malacafian' has been
insinuating itself in the Sen-
ate in order to ram through
the revision of the Constitu-
tion. During a discussion of
proposed changes in Senate
committee chairmanships with
President Estrada at
Malscafan, Osmeiia said
Tatad had commented **Roco

has become a major annoy-
ance to Malacafian.™”

The President is scheduled
to summon leaders of the
majority LAMP party in
September to organize the
party and to plan Constitu-
tion changes. The President
is amenable to Congress sil-
ting as a constituent assem-
bly in 2000 to work for a
plebiscite on the proposed
amendments which can be
timed with the Congress and
local elections in the year
2001

Is the amendment of the
Constitution necessary Lo
attain what President Estrada
calls his pro-poor program and
economi¢ reforms? Or can
these be achieved” withoul
tampering with the Constitu-
tion?

Rep. Ernesto Herrera for
one cited pending House bills
concerning the President’s
CC(]I’IUI“*C concerns ﬂlld pl'l\"-
erty alleviation program.
Among the House represen-
tatives opposed to Charter
change are Joker Arroyo,
Agapito Aquino (both of
Makati), Ernesto Herrera,
Juan Miguel Zubiri, Robert
Ace Barbers and Federico
Sandoval.

But House  Speaker
Manuel Villar voiced the
support of the LAMP repre-
sentatives in the House. He
pointed out House Resolution
27 seeking Charter amend-
ment has been placed with
bills considered as business
of the day in the second
regular session.

But Herrera said when the
President convenes the
LAMP, the focus should not
on Charter 'change but on a
solid political platform and
action plan that will serve as
guideposts for Congress in
cnacting laws.

CRAMMING BILLS

Speaker Villar served
notice that only one bill dut
of six certified as priority by
Malacafian can be passed
during the five-day special
gession starting Monday (July
12).

The other bills such as that
secking the postponcment of
clections in the Autonomous

(Next page, please)
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Region for Muslim Mindanao,
the new ARMM organic act,
the omnibus power bill for
industry, tax amnesty program
and the requirement for tax-
payers to declare assets and
liabilities cannot all be
passed, Villar said.

Villar expected only the
bill seeking an increase of the
capital stock of the Home
Insurance Guaranty Corpora-
tion to pass during the spe-
cial session. However, the
House purposes to start ple-
nary debates on the high-
priority bills so they can be
acted upon in the regular
session which starts July 26,

Decision on the two
ARMM bills will depend on
a caucus by Mindanao con-
gressmen which Villar called
so that they can form a con-
sensus on the proposals for
Mindanao. He expressed hope
the Mindanao legislators will
be able to thresh out differ-
g¢nces so that the bills can be
approved.

FERNAN MOURNED

While animated polemics
were conducted in both houses
of Congress, the Senate ad-
journed immediately after its
special session opened Mon-
day to honor resigned Senate
President Fernan who suc-
cumbed to lung cancer at 4:10
p.m. Sunday (July 11) at age
i

The chief justice of the
Supreme Court before enter-
ing national politics in 1992,
Fernan died at the Makati
Medical Center with wite
Eloisa and nine children at
his bedside.

Fernan resigned June 28
to enter the hospital. Presi-
dent Estrada had visited him
at the MMC on June 23 while
he was awaiting surgery on
a fractured hip. He never had
the hip surgery which caused
his confinement because his
lungs had been debilitated by
cancer. Until early Sunday
morning Fernan whose blood
pressure had gone down had
been responding to medica-
tion. But he became uncon-
scious until his death.

Fernan was [irst operated
on to remove a right lung
lesion at Stanford Hospital in
California last year. Radia-
tion treatment forced him to
report for work at the Senate
in a wheelchair, What was
reported 65 a hip injury was
actually the cancer having
detastasized and eaten into his
hip bones.

His death clicited eulogies
from President Estrada and
acting Scnate President Blas
Ople who figured in conten-
tion for the Senate presidency
with Sens. Franklin Drilon
and Aquilino Pimentel Jr. The
leadership boiled down to
Ople and Drilon was resolved
with a power-sharing formula

in which Ople would assume
the Senate presidency from
July 1999 to April 2000, after
which he would step down
so Drilon can take over.

The compromise was re-
ported brokered by President
Estrada.
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TAP SWISS
DEPOSITS?

Is the administration so
effete that rather than focus-
ing on boosting production
and exporting Philippine
products, Finance Sec.
Edgardo Espiritu is prospect-
ing on borrowing $400 mil-
lion from the $590 million
Swiss bank deposits trans-
ferred to the Philippine Na-
tional Bank in Manila and is
held in escrow while under
court litigation?

To stretch his point,
Espiritu posited that in case
Imelda Romualdez Marcos
dies, the entire amount will
remain in Swiss banks. Like,
for instance. lightning strikes
Mrs. Marcos in an open field?
Fat chance!

Why is it whenever the
Estrada subalterns talk of
money and loans they find a
convenient subterfuge in the
President’s ‘‘pro-poor pro-
gram’'? =

Al issue is whether or not
the $590 million frozen de-
posits which the PNB has in
turn deposited in foreign
banks to earn a measly one
to three percent interest is ill-
gotten. Espiritu admits the
funds cannot be touched until
the court rules on who really
owns the money and who are
entitled to it.

®JS District Court Judge
Manuel Real of Hawaii ruled
that human rights violations
claimants are entitled to $150
million of the deposits. But
the Switzerland government
set the condition that Imelda
Romualdez Marcos has 1o be
convicted by the court before
the funds can be released.

The Sandiganbayan ruling
is awaited on the $150 mil-
lion settlement claim.
Ferdinand (Bongbong) Marcos
Jr. stated there are only two
co-exccutors on the deposits
made by defunct President
Ferdinand E. Marcos: his
mother Imelda and himsell
“*And in the end it will come
down to the two of us,”’
Marcos Jr. stressed

He made the statement
after the chief Malacafian
negotiator, Executive Sec
Ronaldo Zamora, had prelimi-
nary talks with Greggy
Araneta, husband of Irene
Murcos-Araneta who 1s said
to be the “‘I. Arenetta” listed
with $13.5 billion deposit in
a Switzerland bank

Bongbong Marcos said
Greggy Araneta was talking
in his capacity as the hus-

SEN. FERNAN: Farewell.

band of his sister Irene. In a
call of the younger Marcos
on Malacafian, he said the
Marcos family has no knowl-
edge of what the unilateral
government deal was all about
as ‘‘it was not done in con-
cert with the family. So 1 am
just speculating.”’

On the reported claim of
Imelda Marcos that a com-
promise deal will be reached
by October, Bongbong Marcos
said this was a case ol “*wish-
ful thinking.”” There are no
more moves left to pressure
the Marcos family, Bongbong
asserted, because all the
moves have been exerted in
the last 13 years

President Estrada scems
lukewarm to the proposal as
he has only approved its
exploration. “*Anybody who
has criticisms or complaints
can bring them to the courts
or the President,”” he said.

Sec. Espiritu said ther
government is looking for
**people who are willing to
take the nisk’™ lo guarantee
the $400-million loan. Unless
there 1s a guarantor, presi-
dential spokesman Fernando
Barican said “‘the only way
the money can be released
will be to talk dircetly with
the Marcoses and reach a
compromise of some kind ™’
On the matter ol government
negotiation on the matter,
President Estrada has as-
?il]ﬂ'li.'d u I\HSNI\"L' stance.
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SUGAR SMUGGLED IN

How long has foreign sugar
stocks been dumped into the
Philippines be foreign ships
in spite of the glut of this
agricultural product at times?

Economic sabotage and
smuggling charges were filed

against one North Korean and
two Thai ships which at-
tempted to land a total of
about 43,000 metric tons ol
sugar seized by the Customs
in the ports of lloilo and San
Carlos cilies

The Dumaguete Customs
port collector  Wilfredo
Inocando served a seizure and
detention warrant on M/V
Chopol 2 and its 13,000-ton
sugar cargo anchored off San
Carlos. Ship Captain Byun
Guk Bo and Margarita Sia of
lloilo, the owner of the half
a billion pesos worth of sugar
cargo, were accused with
economic sabotage and smug-
gling by the oflicials -- San
Carlos Mavyor Rogelio
Debulgado. Negros Oce Rep
Julio Ledesma IV and Con-
sultant Fernando Ballesteros
of the Sugar Regulatory
Administration

The sugar on board Chopol
2 was consigned to Sia’s two
companies, the South East
Asia Sugar Milling Co. and
Gerry Commercials. The same
charges were filed by two
complainants agamnst Sia and
former Finance Sce. Roberto
de Ocampo last year lor al-
leged smuggling ol refined
sugar from Bruzil

The two Thai  ships M/V
Haishen with 15,000 tons of
raw sugar and M/V [garke
with 14,968 tons were im-
pounded in lloilo. Sia had
won a bid to import the sugar
under the government pro-
gram. But she failed to pay
the 75 percent conversion [ee
balance lor the stocks and
could nol theretore be granted
SRA clearances or importa-
tion permils,

Sia said she hud no mten-
tion to smuggle in the sugat

but was looking for funds to
pay the 75 percent conver-
sion fee balance. But the
attempt to land the sugar in
San Carlos City aroused the
suspicion of smuggling. Some
stocks were believed refined
which is contrary to law. That
would deprive the local mills
the job of refining the sugar,

**If the sugar was raw, why
would Sia land it in San
Carlos when she has her own
refinery in [loilo?’" asked a
sugar planter. ‘‘Besides the
refinery of the San Carlos mill
is not yet operating.’” Because
of this, the planter said he
was inclined to believe the
imported stocks may include
refined sugar intended for
direct market distribution

Rep. Ledesma and Mayor
Debulgado hinted that Cus-
toms personnecl may have a
hand in the suspected smug-
gling attemipt. They formed
a composite team to guard M
V Chopol 2. However, when
the two officials boarded the
vessel. the two Customs
personnel assigned to guard
it were absent from their
posts,

Ledesma was contemplat-
ing on filing charges of
derelection of duty and aban-
donment of post against the
Customs men, Inspector Vito
Mufioz and guard known as
Rivera.

The complainants asked
the National Police and the
Economic Intelligence and
[nvestigation Bureau to place
under custody the ships, crew
and cargo

Raul Rodnguez of the SRA
said although the seized sugar
was part of what Sia was
authorized to import, unless
she pays conversion fee bal-
ance, the administration could
not grant it u clearance per-
mil
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IS DEATH FOR
CRIME NECESSARY?

Congress might as well
pick up the suggestion to
review the imposition of the
death penalty rather than
Malacafian intervening each
time u convict is about to be
lethally injected and defer-
ring the exceution because the
Church says only “*God giveth
and God taketh.”

Actually, it has become
merely the rigmarole of Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada deferring
up to three months the death
conviet's execution which is
carried out just the same

The debate on whether or
not the death penalty is &
deterrent to crime has been
revived in analyzing capital
punishment, **Did in fact
these executions help reduce
the incidents of heinous of-
fenses?’” asks Execulive Sec.
Ronaldo Zamora. "‘This 1s
what the President agreed we

will be looking at.”’

Zamora's three-man re-
view committee on death
convicts finds “‘so many of-
fenses punishable by death.”
Zamora said he wants to raise
before Congress in  siX
months’ time whether or not
the death penalty should
continue or be removed, and
il the crimes for which death
is imposed should be retained.
He said his committee is
processing which cases de-
mand further study, recom-
mendation of pardon or com-
muted sentence. Philippine
courts arc passive, he said,
and as such may not have
investigated ‘‘circumstances
which may have been over-
looked."”

In the case of the three
convicts set to be executed
July 8, the review commit-
tee did not recommend a
second reprieve after they
were earlier given a 90-day
stay of execution as there was
a deliberate attempt to Kill.
Dante Piandong, Jesus
Morallos and Archic Bulan
claimed other policemen
framed them to avenge the
killing of Policeman Gerry
Percz as a passenger of a
jeepney they robbed in 1994,

Nothing is positive on the
effect of death as a deterrent
as proven in the United
States. States without the
death penalty had 3.6 percent
per 100,000 homicide cases
while states that carried the
death penalty had 8.3 percent
homicide rate.

Such figures don’t prove
much because the citizens In
a locality without the death
penalty may have a low ho-
micide rate because they are
law-abiding and their actions
are not affected by statutes
The reverse may also be true.

Does the fear of death
penalty strike would-be kill-
ers? Seventy percent of those
sentenced for murder at Sing
Sing Prison committed mur-
der because of the heat of an
argument, men who Kkilled a

faithless spouse in a jealous

rage, or men inexperienced
with a gun who pulled the
trigger when the victims re-
sisted and they were pan-
icked. Obviously such offend-
ers do not think of punish-
ment for taking a human life.
The seasoned offender is
not usually deterred by the
gallows or-the electric chair
because of his ability to avoid
detection. Since murder 18 the
worst crime, many contend the
extreme penalty should be
meted out to murderers as a
form of vengeance or retali-
ation. But life imprisonment
is dreaded more than death
in about a second of pain and
it's all over. Life in prison
drags on through years of
torment and remorse.




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps buﬂd
classrooms "
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it pertorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.
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In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomg_remiged to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities to thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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COJUANGCO’S JOINT VENTURE SCHEME

HEN Mr. Eduardo “Danding" Cojuangco was praised by the
President of the Philippines as the godfather of agrarian reform,
many among the small farmers’ ranks were understandably aghast.
They simply could not reconcile the image of benevolence being attributed to

the one person that is considered a bane by

many of their brethren. They

are also quite skeptical over the joint venture cum agrarian reform model that
_Danding was dangling before them. To the small farmers, the joint venture
agreement is but another tool that big landowners can use to skirt the agrarian

reform program.

The information gathered so far suggests
that the joint venture agreemenl appears
progressive and radical only on the surface
level. On closer inspection, the joint ven-
ture model offers just the opposite of agrarian
reform -- for while it stresses the distribu-
tion of land to the tiller-beneficiaries, it also
virtually compels the supposed beneficia-
ries to convey the use and control of the
land to the former landowner or developer.
The joint venture model sparked debate
among the ranks of civil society but the
cﬁ”eﬁll\'ﬂ conscnsus EII]I\".‘TIl ala1s o oppose
Danding’s deceptive agrarian reform model

To understand and fully appreciate this
so-called Danding’s joint venture model, 1t
is important that we first deline agranan
reform. The stated policy of the Compre-
hensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP)
has always been to cstablish owner-
cultivatorship and the small or family-size
farm as the basis for the Philippine agn-
culture. This policy mandate was even re-
affirmed by the Agricultural Commission
(Agricom) in its reports. To wit: “Iw]ith
agrarian reform making much headway 1n
breaking large estate into small farms, the
future of Philippine agriculture will nevi-
tably be dominated by the sma#l owner-
cultivated farms.”’

By putting a retention limit of 5 hect-
ares on agricultural land ownership and man-
dating the compulsory acquisition of pri-
vate agricultural lands including deferred
commercial farms, the CARP 1s declaning
its bias against large farms. The overnding
consideration of CARP is “‘equitable dis-
tribution of opportunities, income and
wealth.”” CARP in short is about changing
the mode of social and property relations
in the rural areas

Al the core of the agrarian reform pro-
gram is the distribution of lands to the land-
less peasants or tillers and the provision of
necessary support services to make the lund
continually productive. The intention of the
law 1s to transform the farmer-tenants into
small farm holders (or owners) and not into
farm workers. For an agrarian reform ben-
eficiary to be considered as a leginmate
farmer-owner he or she should be: (1) In
possession of a Certificate of Land Own-
ership Award (CLOA); (2) physically oc-
cupying the land and; (3) enjoys the power
to decide what crops to cultivate. These three
elements essential 1n
Danding’s so-called ““model.™

If the land reform process ends at the
awarding of CLOAs without the actual physi-
cal land occupation by the beneficiaries, the

are evaluating

CLOAs are rendered effete or mere = paper

itles.”” This is exactly what was achieved

by the previous administration; 1t was able
to generate and award a large number of
CLOAs. Unfortunately, the validation ol
actual physical occupancy by the farmer-
beneficiaries showed very low [igures com-
pared to the number of CLOAS generated

As a result, many of the CLOAs were
mere *‘paper titles”” with no value. Thus,
if land reform falls short of actual physical
possession, it ends up as a sham

QUESTIONABLE OWNERSHIP

CLAIMS

The Danding model falls short of the basic
requirements outlined above s early, even
his supposed ownership of the land he 1s
proposing for distribution in his model 1s
alsd being questioned, Hence, before con-
templating or even considering s model,
government should first establish the real
owners of the 4,361 plus hectares ol lands
in question Many of the properties acquired
by Danding Cojuangeo are now under se-
questration. If the real owner turns out to
be the Republic of the Philippines, then the
government no longer needs to undertake a
joint venture agreement to distribute the land
to quahtied larmers beneficiaries.

People are now also asking how Mr.
Cojuangeo was able to acquire such a huge
tract of land. Even the Public Land Act of
1903 prohibits private ownership of land
bevond the 16 hectares hmit. For corpora-
tions. the allowable ownership limit is only
1.200 hectares 1n “unoccupied, reserved,
unappropriated agricultural lands.”” (un-
dersconng mine) Mr. Cojuangeo should con-
vince the small farmers that the 4,361
hectares of land he acquired are not occu-
pied, reserved and unappropriated

I one assumes that the 4,361 heclares
are privately-owned agricultural lands,
Cojuangeo s continued ownership remains
questionable. Under Phase 11 of the Com-
prehensive Agrarian Reform Law, private
agricultural lands with sizes of 50 hectares
and above are subject to compulsory acqui-
sition by the government. This phase should
have been completed i 1992, How come

then that Danding 1s still i possession of

those lands?

EXAMINING THE FINE PRINT

The corporate arrangement being proposed
by Danding 1s deceiving While the benefi-
ciaries are (o be awarded with *'paper titles™
(CLOAs) symbolizing their owneyship ol the
land. the actual use, possession and control
of the land will be under o corporale ar-

(Next page, please)

DEVIL’S
N THE
DETAILS

By OMI ROYANDOYAN
Philippine Peasant Institute
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AGRARIAN REFORM: A long way to go.
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rangement that will be man-
aged by Mr. Eduardo
Cojuangceo, Ir.’s (ECJ) cor-
poration for a lengthy period
of around 15 to 20 years. This
arrangement is renewable for
15 years. During this entire
period the so-called *‘farmer-
owners'® will be mere em-
ployees or paid farm work-
ers. In the business contract
with the farmers, the terms
and conditions will be dic-
tated, more likely than not,
by ECJ’s Corporation rather
than by the beneficiaries. In
addition, the arrangement
does not guarantee that after
15 or 20 years, the farmers
will be in actual possession
of the land.

The joint venturc agree-
ment entails the establishment
of an agribusiness.corporation
for profit purposes. Necessar-
ily, in the hiring of workers,
a premium will be placed on
the required skills, qualifi-
cations and competencies of

applicants rather than on the
corporation’s social respon-
sibility. Thus, there is no
guarantee that the dependents
of the ““farmer-owners’” will
be given utmosi priority in
the hiring of workers. After
all, there is no clear social
clause provision in the event
that the dependents will not
be hired. If ever, ECI's cor-
poration will merely extend
subsistence support to those
who will not be hired. It must
be stressed that it has been
the practice of agribusiness
corporations to dismiss and
retrench its farm workers in
their bid to remain competi-
tive and profitable. Hence,
some farm workers may not
necessarily be hired on a long-
term basis.

There is an assumption of

equal partnership with con-
sent and free will in the
corporate joint venture agree-
ment. But in the model be-
ing drawn up, the agrarian

o
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reform beneficiaries associa-
tion being cited is allegedly
not onc that was already
organized by the beneficia-
rics themselves but rather an
association that is still going
to be organized by ECJ's
Corporation. If this is the
case, the loyalty of the offic-
ers ol this association will be
put to question.

What is distressing about
the so-called joint venture
arrangement cum agrarian
reform model is the glaring
absence of government’s role
in the affair. Presumably,
Danding’s lawyers have used
legal mancuverings to deny
government of any role in the
joint venture agreement, The
Republic of the Philippines
or more precisely the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform
(DAR) has no direct role in
the whole agreement, it is not
even accorded the simple
function of supervision orf
monitoring of the agreement’s

implementation. Clearly then,
the joint-venture agreement
will largely rely on corporate
laws rather than on the laws
that govern land distribution
and social justice. Perhaps,
the joini-venture agreement is
government’s way of
privatizing land distribution,
If Mr. Cojuangeo, Jr. sin-
cerely wants to be a “‘god-
father of agrarian reform,’’
he should simply confer
ownership of the lands to the
farmer-beneficiaries and leave
the management of the land
to their own cooperatives.
When President Joseph E.
Estrada’s anti-farmer remarks
(i.c., small-farmers are in-
cfficient and counterproduc-
tive) is matched with that of
his praises to the new ‘‘god-
father of agrarian reform,”’
one can not help but ques-
tion the priorities of this
administration and its abil-
ity 1o resolve the century-old
issues of land reform, rural

poverty and equity, Whatever

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

TAGAYTAY CITY

Land Reg. Case No. N-040-99 LRA Record No. N-70892

NOTICE OF INITIAL- HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St,, Legasp|

Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila; the Regional
1 Executive Director, Region IV-DENR L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila; the Hon
Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, the Director,
Bureau of Mines, Pedro Gil St., Malate, the Director, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
P.O. Box 623, all in Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A, Bldg.,
Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman,
both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Prosecutor, the
General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District
Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece Martires City,
the City Mayor, the City Council, the City Prosecutor, the City Treasurer, the City Engineer,
Tagaytay City; Marianito Remulla, Asisan, Tagaytay City. AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN; e

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by ROYAL EXCELSIOR VENTURES,
INC., 3803 Cuenca corner Dayap St. Palanan, Makati City, thru Atty. Irineo A. Anarna,
Alejandro and Anarna Law Offices, 11 Madlansacay St,, Poblacion, Silang, Cavite praying
for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot B608-A, of the subd. plan Csd-04-019010-D, being a portion of
lot BBOB, Cad. 356 Tagaytay Cadastre, L.R.C. Record No.), situated in the Brgy. of Asisan,
City of Tagaytay. Bounded on the NW., along line 1-2 by lot 860B-D; on the NE., along
line 2-3 by lot B608-B (Legal Easement 3.00 m, wide) both of the subd. plan; on the SE.,
along line 3-4 by lot 8607 Cad, 355 Tagaytay Cadastre; and on the SW., along line 4-1
by lot B60B-C of the subd. plan. Beginning at a point marked "1 on plan being St
deg, 03'W,, 6259.85 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 355,

thence N. 81 deg. 58°E., 6.00 m. to point 2;
thence S, 31 deg. 45°'E., 23,00 m, to point 3;
thence S, 61 deg. 58'W,, 6,00 m. to point 4;
thence N. 31 deg. 45'W., 23,00 m, to point of

beginning, containing an area of ONE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT (138) SQUARE METERS
All points referred to are Indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground P.S5. cyl
cone. mons, 16x80 cm; bearings true; date of original survey January 12, 1964-January
24, 1968: and that of the subdivision survey July B, 1998; and was approved on February
23, 1899,

You are hersby served this notice to appear before this court at |ts session to be held
at MTC, Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 2nd day of September, 1899 at 2:00 p.m. then
and thera to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof, and
to submit evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at said court at the
time snd place aforesaid, your default will bae recorded and the title to the land will be
adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the evidence before the court and
thereafter you will be forever be barred from contesting said application (or petition} or any
decres entered thereon.

Witness: the Hon, EMMANUEL C. MONTOYA, Judge of said Court, the 27th day of April,
1809,

Issued at Quezen City, Philippines, this 11th day of May, 1898,

ATTEST

ALFREDO R. ENRIQUEZ
Administrator
A True Copy: Land Registration Authority
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA |, CARAIG By: :
Chief, Publication of Notices Section (Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Dockeat Division
WE FORUM
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happened to his pro-poor
rhetoric? Unless of course, the
President was only kidding
when he crowned Danding as
the ‘“godfather of 'agrarian
reform.”’ After all, the Presi-
WE FORUM dent reportedly likes to kid
July 5, 12 & 19, 1999 around. :

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SPS,
NICOLASA P. SORIANO and ALBERTO T. SORIANO had been
settled extrajudicially by their heir as shown In the notarial
register of Atty. Bautista

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

PAG-IBIG OR HOME DEV'T. MUTUAL FUND
Mortgagee Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
versus - Estate Mortgage under Act 3135,
MA. LUZ L. MANECLANG, etc., As Amended
Mortgagor/s.

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by
PAG-IBIG OR HOME DEV'T. MUTUAL FUND, mortgagee/s, with principal office and postal
address at Suite 204, 2nd Fir. Diplomat Condominium, cor. Russel St., Roxas Blvd., Pasay
City against MA, LUZ L. MANECLANG married to NESTOR MANECLANG, mortgagor/s, with
residence and postal address at Sitio Cabuyao, Sauyo Road, Novaliches, Quezon City, to
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of February 4, 1999 amount to THREE HUNDRED
THIRTY NINE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SIX and 87/100 (P339,306.87), Philippine Currency,
including/excluding interests, penalties, attorney's fees, plus sheriff's feas and all other necessary
expenses of foreclosure and sale, the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloocan City
thru the undersigned Sheriff hereby gives notice to all interasted parties and to the public
in general that on August 12, 1999 at ten o’clock in the morning (10:00 a.m.) or soon
thereafter infront of the main entrance of Caloocan City Hall Annex, Auralio Bldg., 9th Ave.,
corner Rizal Ave. Ext., Grace Park, Caloocan City, she or her duly authorized Sherift will
sall at public auction to the highest bidder for cash and in Philippine Currency, the real estate
property/ies together with all the improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 2930356

““A patcel of land (Lot 41, Block 7, ot the subdivision plan, Psd-007501-028698-D, being
a portion of Lot 437-C, (LAC) Psd-3067, L.A.C. Record No. 6563), situated In Brgy. Deparo,
Caloocan City, Metro Manila, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the SW., along line 3-4 by Road
Lot 7 (6.50 m.w.); on the NW,, along line 4-1 by Lot 43; on the NE.~ along line 1-2 by
Lot 40: and on the SE., along line 2-3 by Lot 389, all of Block 7 of the subd. plan., x x
x containing an area of THIRTY FIVE (35) SQUARE METERS "'

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby anjoinad to investigate for themselvas the title
to the said property/ies and encumbrances thereon, |f any therae be.

Caloocan City, Metro Manila, July 7, 1999,

PAZ G. PALANCA
{Sgd.) ROMEO D, REYES Ex-Officlo Sheriff

SHERIFF INCHARGE

Copy furnished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED

WE FORUM
July 19, 26 & Aug. 2, 1999
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y Glut in electricity

LL dressed up and no place to go. This in effect is the

result of having too much electricity but limited takers.

As to which is worse -- having too little electricity or an
excess of it so that it goes to waste -- is a very debatable issue.

The haste of the preceding Ramos administration in re-
sorting to quick remedy for the electrical blackouts and
brownouts hounding the entire country has proven costly. In
fact it was an overkill.

The lack of moderation in setting up power plants cost-
ing billions of pesos at a time when the Asian crisis was
asserting itself was rather reckless. But that was how the
Fidel Ramos administration was with the people’s money:
reckless. Constructing too many power plants only matches
the Ramos extravagance in using up treasury funds for his
inveterate trips abroad.

And neglecting his official presidential duties by junket-
ing was wanton dereliction of duty. As if this was not enough,
the government is shackled with paying P40 billion a year
for power contracts of the National Power Corporation.

But the electricity consumers themselves are shackled to
the steadily rising power rates which are the highest in Asia.
And for the next 20 to 25 years, the country is tied to build-
operate-transfer contracts which cost as high as P8 billion,
according to Executive Sec. Ronaldo Zamora.

The private investors who build the power plants initially
shoulder the costs. The plants are afterwards turned over to
the government. The plants are so designed to expand gener-
ating capacity to meet increasing demands of industrial, com-
mercial and residentia] use.

While power capacity has increased, the excess power has
resulted in tremendous losses because in accordance with the
. contract, the government has to pay for unutilized or excess
, power. This Napocor obligation which government foots amounts

to over P40 billion a year, Zamora disclosed. The exorbitant

amount covers excess and unutilized power.

The government should have had the foresight to read that
the Asian crisis that was battering other Asian nations more
severely than the Philippines would inevitably impact on this
country. The shutdown of at least six big industries that moved
out to other Asian sites which they found more favorable and
the cutbacks in production caused the sale of electric power to
plummet by 3.28 percent in the first quarter of 1999.

Nevertheless, the glut in electricity supply will still grow
rather than be reduced. By the year 2002, excess power supply
is expected to reach 450 megawatts and by 2004 it will grow
to 600 megawatts.

This does not yet take into account the Camago-Malampaya
gas fields off Palawan which start commercial production in
the near future. That will be the time when the power glut will
be acutely felt. Even now measures are being taken to cope
with this glut.
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Not a circus

SENDING a man, no matter how evil,
to death 1s not a circus matter, but a circus
is What our government and the media have

pade the exeeutions by lethal injection of

convieted ol hemous erimes

““heinous
relers to lelones like rape and
bt not to kleptoeracy like what

critnals

In case you ve lorgolten,
crimes
murder
the Compugal [Dictatorship committed against
vou and me for ubout 20 years.

11 one should be executed for some crime,
real or imagined, it should be without fan-
fure but with some dignity (we're all cre-
ated 1n God's image, nght?). and quietly
One's last seconds don't deserve media’s
glare, right? ["ve said here, quoting a priest,
that we should not have false compassion
for u eriminal However, at the time of his
death. we have no choice as human beings
but (o give him the dignity he, another human
hemng, deserves. Publicity 1sn’t giving him
that dignity

[low | wish these people were different
lirap. RCC Bishop Bacani, the CAV and
FILAG people. and our new yellow journal-
1sts!

ARk

Power and the perks that go with it
are what Ople and Drilon are after as
they agree (or is it Malacarang's dicta-

ONE’'S WORTH

tion?) to share the Senate presidency at
nine months each (is it longer?).

That Drilon does what a typical poli-
tician does isn’t a bit surprising. But Ople?
Isn’t he a nationalist? That is, a nation-
alist first and next a politician? And in
case of conflict between his ‘‘national-
ism”’ and politics, he’d choose the former?

Recto (Don Claro, not Raffy nor Vilma
Santos’s husband) never became, and
never aspired to be, a Senate President,
but he lived up to his role as a nation-
alist, .

Oh well. . .

¥RR RS

Fight poverty with Fernando Poe Jr. and
Dolphy?

[s there no one who can advise our Presi-
dent, and to whom he will listen, that pov-
erty 1s onc thing this government of ours can
never fight, much more conquer?

Not unless the likes of Erap, FPJ and
Dolphy change. -

Which won't happen,

We Forum
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SEVENTY-SEVEN provinces will soon
receive a million pesos each to help them
establish high-yield seed gardens which
hopefully will boost food production and
hike farmers’ incomes. The scheme has
been called FAITH (Food Always in the
Home), and certainly no one can quarrel
with this objective. The money is ready,
the farmers have been alerted, and all
that’s needed is the crack of the starter’s
gun. That, plus the essential ingredient,
aptly named FAITH, ought to set the ball
rolling.

ook ok ok ok

FAITH in many ways will not differ
much from similar programs started by
past administrations. What Agriculture
Secretary Ed Angara will have going for
him will be the accelerating momentum
of the total national food effort. That
seems sturdy enough, but the job shows
little promise of turning into an casy

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Quezon City, Branch 104

In the matter of the Intestate
Estate of Antonio delos Santos

Sp. Proc. 99-37898

GLORIA D. G.G DELOS SANTOS,
Petitioner,

A verified petition having been filed
by petitioner Gloria D.G. Deles Santos
for the issuance to Jose Ma. R. Arcinas
of letters of administration of the estate
of Antonio delos Santos who died intes-
tate on May 15, 1992 at Quezon City
where he was residing at the time of his
death, consisting of (1) a house and lot
as well as a two-door apartment located
at No. 19 Makadios St., Sikatuna Vil-
lage, Quezon City, (2) a three-door
apartment located at Vergel St., Pasay
City, (3) one unit condominium at Room
410 West Mansions Condominium, West
Avenue, Quezon City, (4) a parcel of land
located in Tagaytay City, and (5) bank
accounts representing income from the
apartment rentals, with an assessed value
of Two Million Pesos;

NOTICE is hereby given that the petition
will be heard before this Court sitting at
Room 221, Hall of Justice, Diliman,
Quezon City, on August 4, 1999 at 8:30
a.m. at which date and time, all persons
interested and concerned may appear and
show cause, if any, why the pelition
should not be granted.

Let this Order be published for three
successive weeks in a newspaper of gen
eral circulation to be chosen by raffle at
the expense of the estate, and copies thereof,
together with the petition, sent to the known
heirs of the deceased Antonio delos Santos.

SO ORDERED.

Quezon City, June 22, 1999

(Sgd.) THELMA A. PONFERRADA
Judge

WE FORUM
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Faith 1n seeds

walkaway, Distractions litter the horizon,
ol the least of which seems to be our
peoples’ jaundiced outlook toward farm-
ing. Many -- this includes farmers --
believe it is an occupation for peasants!

They could be right, for all we know
Early resistance to the farmstead was al-
ways there, but the first batches had no
other options, so they stuck to it. Today.
the crazy patchwork we call post-indus-
trial progress has thrown a medley of
job alternatives which have distorted the
rural vision. Farmers and farm familics
want the good life also, and why should

we blame them for wanting to climb the
ladders of ambition?
k¥ k%

Beyond our short perception, of course,
the reality that beckons is alive and vi-
brant, stoked by the continuous fire of
an exploding population that fatally
conlinues to consume more food than it
produces. The markets are there, the
money exists. but up to recently, the accent
was on activities that placed blinders on
most of our citizens. We know that food
production is all about. Why can’t we
turn around and head back for it?

BECAUSE of its strong presence in
the provinces, the soft drinks industry
is adding “‘life’” to the countryside
economy.

A study by the University of Asia and
the Pacific (UA&P) shows that the “‘cola
ripple,”” or the multiplier effect of in-
vestments in soft drinks, benefits many
labor-intensive industries and provides
a stable source of income for a lot of
people.

This is a strong argument for Con-
gress not to impose an excise tax on soft
drinks, the study said.

The industry is a wellspring of eco-
nomic activities. Every P1 invested in soft
drinks production generates an additional
income of P1.5 to P3, the study said.

The industry’s contribution to growth
flows from income, investments, employ-
ment and taxes it generates in areas where
soft drinks plants generate, it added.

At present, there are 55 soft drinks
bottling plants in the country and of this
number, 77 percent are in the provinces,
The industry directly and indirectly
emplovs about 300,000 workers, 53 per-
cent of which are in the provinces.

There are 400 sales offices and distri-
bution networks spread throughout the
country.

The study noted that any increase in
soft drinks production benefits those
industries that provide inputs or raw
materials and those that use of the prod-
uct or output.

Among the manufacturing industries,
sugar, food, chemical, machinery aund
transportation will benefit most from an
increase in production,

Among the service industries, whole-
sale and retall trade will gain most from
an increase in soft drinks production, Sari-
sari stores in particular get around 40
percent of their revenues from soft drinks
sules.

The study pointed out that business
transactions with soft drinks plants cre-
ate a ripple effect on local employment
particularly for haulers. Avca market
contractors, advertising contractors, bottle
washers, printers and pglass makers.

Although the direct employment of a

‘COLA RIPPLE’ ENLIVENS
COUNTRYSIDE: ECONOMY

By NICK REBONG

soft drink plant s rvelatively modest, the
indirect employment is high. This explains
why the indirect employment is almost
10 times the 33,000 workers directly
employed by the soft drinks plants.

The UA&P study cited that the in-
dustry offers higher wages than most other
businesses, as in the case of soft drinks
workers in Cebu who are paid an aver-
age of P8,859 & month or twice as much
as the average minimum wage in the
region.

“But these income sources will dry
up if the soft drinks industry is made to
unduly hear the burden of an excise tax.
Any new tax will bring about slump,’” it
said.

The study stressed that a decline in
soft drinks will lead to income and job
losses in the industry and allied sectors,

Thus, any negative development in the
soft drinks business will have tremendous
negative impact on the economy.

The study also said that the proposed
tax would undoubtedly force up prices
and deepen demand suales of soft drinks.

“*As the price of soft drinks is in-
creased, less and less of the product will
be consumed. This consumer response will
hurt the manufacturers, together with the
downstream and allied industries,”” it said.

Thailand and Hong Kong had bitter
experience with increased taxes on soft
drinks it took cight long vears for the
Thai soft drinks to recover from the effects
of a tax increase.

In Hong Kong, after the government
imposed an excise tax on beverages in
1985, the industry had zero growth.
Subsequently, the duty was removed and
the sales volume increased since then.

In the Philippines, the soft drinks tax
can even create havoe on the national
economy. The potential losses to the
ecconomy arve estimated at P15 billion or
more than four times the expected tax
revenues of P3.5 billion.

“This clearly outweighs the revenues
the povernment expects to generate from
the excise tax. Thus, we do not see the
merit of the tax from an overall economic
standpoint, the study said. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

EARTHMAN
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Take the case of the old school gar-
dens that became our legacy just before
the war. In those days, such gardens were
the pride and joy of virtually every public
school in the country, Students and teach-
ers labored alike in their plots, brought
home huge barvests that fattened bodies
and purses, gave a sense of camaraderie
that welded communities tighter. A few
of them still survive, | am told. These
holdouts could expand if something like
FAITH were to come in not just with
seeds but with other updates.

R EER

Laguna Governor Joey Lina, whose
province received the first one million
peso FAITH check from President
Estrada. looms as the logical point man
for this ambitious project. Laguna en-
joys not only the right climate for seed
gardens. it also has top-to-bottom backup
leadership. Many of the other 76 prov-
inces will not be similarly favored. Lina
has promised to pitch in if needed.

Al this early stage of what is begin-
ning to look like the first basic response
lo the food security program, some points
need to be threshed out. Farmers, gar-
deners and technical people must sit down
to thrash out a realistic agenda. What
seeds need to be produced first, what prior
technologies should be dispersed, what
hassle-free procedures can be introduced?
How will the vast pool of training skills
-- from farmers, the Department of
Agriculture, the Bureau of Plant Indus-
try, UP Los Bafios, and so on -- be
deployed? How can bureaucratic corners
be cut?

The work assignments not just for the
seeds program but for support flanking
are huge and awesome. But then, so are
the prospects of great reward once the
machinery starts moving. Poets tell us
we must eat, drink and be merry, for
tomorrow we may have to diet. Too many
people in the world have been on a diet
for too long. Better seedbeds and FAITH
in our ability to succeed might help reduce
that.

LEGAL NOTICE

Motice Is hereby given that the estate of
the late SPS. NICOLASA P, SORIANO and
ALBERTO T. SORIANO had been settied
axtrajudicially by their heir as shown in the
notarial register of Atty. Bautista
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BACTERIA FROM LOCAL VOLCANOES
BREAK DOWN MUNICIPAL GARBAGE

BACTERIA isolated rom
soils in local volcanoes and
hot springs are able to break
down organic municipal gar-
bage.

According to researchers
at the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST), the
bacteria degrade solid organic

garbage within 36 hours of

incubation at 55 to 65 degrees
Centigrade

The residue -- as compost
fertilizer -- can be used to
increase soil nutrient and
improve soil texture, It in-

creases the absorptive capac-
ity of the soil, an important
factor during the dry season
because the compost prevents
the soil from drying up.

The technology is best
described as a composting
process that aerates organic
garbage in a so-called bio-
reactor container.

Bacteria (called inocu-
lants) are mixed with the
garbage inside the bioreactor
and break down organic
waste, Basically, the bacte-
rin cat volatile organic mat-

By PAUL

ter. producing in the process
cellulose and lignin -- the key
components ol compost

Prior to the decomposition,
garbage 1s sorled out to climi-
nate inorganic matters such
as plastics, glass. metals.
textiles. rubber and other non-
biodegradable
Compostable -- or biodegrad-
able -- matenials include
market, backvard and food
wastes, animal manure and
sewage sludge

““Itis environment friendly
as it eliminates unsightly

waste
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HAVEN'T you noticed of
late the emergence of veg-
etable gardens along C-5, the
UP Diliman periphery, or
along the Agham Road? Don’t
look now, but it's defimtely
urban agriculture, and right
here in Metro Manilal

Mostly urban migrants,
cultivators of these urban
vegetable gardens have found
a sure way to fight it out in
the city... and survive il
productively and decently.
Equipped with the minmimum
of skills and a strong spirit,
a handful of them capitalized
on their green thumbs and
patches of vacant lots to make
a living.

A study conducted by Ma.
Annz Rita Ramirez of the
Food and Nutrition Rescarch
Institute (FNRI-DOST) in
1994 ‘on the nutritional and
economic gains ol vegelar..

7

7
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By M.A. RAMIREZ

gardens of urban poor house-
holds in Bgy Pinyahan,
Diliman, Quezon City re-
vealed that those who culti-
vated vegetables to sell had
higher food intake compared
to those who cultivated for
own family consumption.
Commercial vegetable gar-
dens supplied as much as 45
and 72% of total vitamin A
and ascorbic acid intake for
the day, respectively, which
provided almost one-hall’ and
one-third of the daily require-
ments for the same nutrients.
Houschold food expenditures
were higher for the same
group, Profits were casily
realized and monecy were
quicker to come by, with a
ready market within the vi-
cinity.

Vegetables were  also
readily consumed by the
. .rdeners. Over 4 7-month

study period, market garden-
ers with bigger parden sizes
earned a mean net income of
P7.013.97 and P4 783 24 for
those tilling smaller plots. On
the other hand. household
gardeners tended vegetables
to add to their daily fure, n
a way supplementing their
meager income. Income from
vegetable gardens contributed
about 44% to total household
income

While vegetable gardening
had been their major source
of livelihood lor quite some-
time now, feuars of eviction
have never really simmered
down fo even cntertain pros-
pects of ‘‘business expuan-
sion.”’

In the meuntime, let us all
have u taste ol their goods
and locus on the bnighter side
of the story, (FNRI S&T
Medin Service)

ICAMINA

landfill. It does not produce
toxic compounds and has
minimal odor,”” says James
Sanchez of the Industrial
Technology Development In-
stitute (ITDI), DOST. *°
Because it does not leach. it
is not a threat to groundwa-
ter ™’

Sanchez 1s the co-projeet
leader who -- together with
Araeeli Lozana -- developed
the technology under program
leader Romeo M. Cabacang,
head of 1TDI's Microbiology
und Genelies

Engineer. Cabacang suys
the bioreactor is able lobreak

[Dviston

down 30 1o 30 percent ol

organie municipal gar boage

into non-toxie composi \

prototvpe ol ths Moreactor s

being tested Fufacan

JRulacan

The bioreactor is able to
process 180 kilos ol organic
garbage a day. he says.
equivalent to solid wastes
generated by 400 houscholds
or a small subdivision. The
8.000-liter protolype cosls
P150.000 “‘but we expect to
bring down the price with a
final model at the end of the
year,”” Cabacang says

It takes five to 10 days of

active composting inside the
bioreactor to process organic
wasie, Another 15 1o 30 days
are required to dry the com-
post. By contrast, il takes two
months to break down waste
in traditional composting.

he iy
itsell

bioreactor will

aller
50Vs

head of

operalion

one year ol
Pr. RA
')
imoculant

(&1
Panlasigum

I'he

bacteria

costs P5 per kilo, with pro-
duction costs at P3.50. This
is way lower than the P60
per kilo inoculant that 1s
available in the market to-
day. Cabacang says. It is more
energy efficient than a Japa-
nese model because 1t uses
less inoculant. he adds.

Sanchez points out that
other composting inoculants
have been developed. citing
as example the trichoderma
inoculant from Biotech, Uni-
versity of the Philippines Los
Banos

The latter is applied 1n
conventional composting for
backvard waste but the [TDI
version s the first dt‘\'t‘]n[\td
locally that 1
industrial-scale waste
(Manila
and Commentaries)

able ta pro-
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IN THE MATTER OF THE
GUARDIANSHIP OF THE
INCOMPETENT DELIA P
VINCENT P. MEDINA

Patitioner

through counsel, wheremn it

C. Juan Br. 8 for the Court

St.,
in the provinces of Laguna
pesos; in view of Delia il

of her mother,

appear and show cause, if
Let a copy of this ordet

selected by raffle pursuant
Let a copy of this order

petent.
SO ORDERED.
Mandaluyong City,
9 June 1998,

WE FORUM
July 12, 19 & 26, 1999

as the general guardian ovel
MEDINA and that the corresponding letters

The petition alleges in substance that: herein petitioner
single and presently residing at Neo, 633 Wyoming St.,
P. Medina, the person for whom guardianship is prayed for
of age, single and also a resident at No 633 Wyoming St.
herein petitioner is the legally adoptive son of Delia P. Me
sought for, pursuant to the court's decision dated Aplil 14,

judgment that renders her incompetent;
of pertorming her basic personal daily needs such as eating,
is likewise neither capable of managing her properties;
relatives excapt herein petitioner and two other sisters namel
P. Medina, 81 and 768 years old respectively,
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City, the incompetent has real
the estimated value of which

only legal child, petitioner Instituted the prese
ACCORDINGLY, let this pet

in the morning in the Regional Trial Court Br
Mandaluyong City at which date,

(3] consecutive weeks in We Forum, a newspaper

persons mentioned in the petition including Delia P

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 214
MANDALUYONG CITY

MEDINA

DER

This 1s a verified petition tor guardianship filed by herei
notice and hearing. he be appointed

is prayed that, after due
the person and property of

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PROM MC-89-716

n petitioner Vincent P. Medina,

his adoptive mother DELIA P,

s of guardianship be issued in his favor

is of legal age, Filipino citizen,

Greenhills, Mandaluyong City; Delia

is a Filipino citizen, 75 years
, Greenhills, Mandaluyong City,
dina, for whom guardianship Is

1973 by District Judge Celestino

of First Instance of Lucena City, Quezon; petitioner's adoptive

and Quezon,

mother has been diagnosed to be suffering from Alzheimer's disease which is a form of
dementia and basically characterized by neuropathological changes to persons behavior and
at present petitioner’'s adoptive mother is incapable

dressing, personal hygiene and

the incompetent has no other known

y, Corazon P. Medina and Gloria

who are both residing at No. 633 Wyoming

properties in Metro Manila and
is seven (7) million

Medina’'s present physical and mental condition and being her

time and place meantion

nt action for the best protection and interest

ition be set for hearing on October 22, 1999, at 8:30 o'clock
214 G/F Justice Hall Bldg, Maysilo Circle,

ed, all interestad persons may

any why the said petition should not be granted.

be published at the petitionar’s

to P.D. 1079,

expanse once a week for threa:

of general circulation in the Philippines

together with the petition and its annexes be served upon the

Medina, alleged to be as the Incom:-

EDWIN D. SORONGON
Judge




WE
FORUM

JULY 19-25, 1999

MAKAHIYA
SOIL FERTILITY - STUDY

AFTER a cropping scason,
the usual practice is to al-
low the land to rest or fal-
low. During the fallow pe-
riod, the growth of natural
vegetation helps the soil re-
cuperate or bring back the lost
fertility. In the upland areas
of Western Leyte, a legumi-
nous grass that commonly
grows during fallow is the
Calopogonium mucunoides, or
““balatong aso’’, or “‘mungo-
mungo’’. However, grazing
animals usually feed on this
grass, and this reduces the
amount of vegetative mass
needed to restore lost soil
nutrients. It also compacts the
goil due to the weight of the
animals, and promotes soil
erosion.

Farmers in the upland
areas of Western Leyte dis-
covered that allowing the
growth of benet (Visayan
term) or makahiya (Tagalog
term) after a cropping sea-
son improves soil fertility.

Benet (Mimosa invisa) s
an annual or short-lived pe-
rennial shrub that grows on
open lands in the locality, It
can be an aggressive weed in
sugarcane and pasturclands,
but can serve a good purpose

to the soil during fallow
period or rest period after a
cropping season.

Mimosa has long climbing
spiny stems reaching more
than two meters length that
form a tangled thick ground
cover. It has a deep branch-
ing taproot, whose root hairs
bear nodes containing Rhizo-
bium, which releases nitro-
gen (N) to the soil. Thus,
Benet/Makahiya can serve as
N fertilizer, It can be cut and
incorporated into the soil to
serve as green manure or soil
conditioner to improve soil
texture. It can also be used
as mulch or ground cover to
prevent the soil from drying
up or being carried away by
water or wind

Because of its spiny stems,
Mimosa hinders animals from
grazing the fallow land, thus,
preventing soil compaction,
and increases the production
of organic materials, thereby
enhancing the restoration of
soil fertility. In effect, this
reduces the fallow period and
prepares the soil better for
the next cropping season.

Mimosa grows from seeds,
not from established roots. It
flowers in November, and sets

NO. OP-352

FRANCISCO CUADRA,
Petitioner.

Interested may appear

information, comments,
S0 ORDERED,

WE FORUM
July 12, 19 & 26, 1999

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Fourth Judicial Region
Branch 18
Tagaytay City

PETITION FOR CORRECTION OF
REGISTERED OWNER'S NAME IN
ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

PETITION CASE NO. TG-601

A varified petition has been filed with this Court by
petitioner, through counsel, for correction of registered owner's
name In original certificate of title No, OP-352,

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN,
patition will be heard on July 29, 1999 at B8:30 o'clock in
the morning, on which date, hour and place any person
and show cause why the said pe-
tition should not be granted,

As required by law, this Order is hereby published at the
expense of the petitioner, once a week for three |13) con-
secutive weeks in the newspaper of general circulation in
the Province of Cavite, and to be posted in the bulletin
board of Regional Trial Court building, the Municipal Hall of
Tagaytay City, at least thirty (30) days prior to the date
of hearing, this Court having determined that public interest
Is involved In this proceedings.

Additionally, a copy of this Order Is hereby published and
sent to the Office of the Register of Deeds, Tagaytay City
and Land Registration Authority, for their guidance and
as well,

Tagaytay City, June 14, 1998,

therefore, that the instant

*

it any.

ALFONSO S, GARCIA
Prasiding Judge

MPROVES

fruit in January to February.
When the fruits are fully
ripened, farmers cut the veg-
ctation and plow under or
incorporate the ripe fruits Into
the soil. The sceds start to
germinate in late March. At
the onset of the rainy season
in May or June, before plant-
ing the ‘main crop such as
corn, the newly grown benet
arec plowed under as green
manure. As benet reproduces
rapidly, they are cut and
spread over the soil as mulch
After corn harvest in August
or September. while waiting

the corn stalks and the benet
are again plowed under.
Sweet potato is harvested
between January to February.
And farmers repeat the pat-
tern.

The benet or makahiya-
based fallow system was
documented by researchers
from Visayas State College
ol Agriculture (VISCA) led
by E. Balbarino, and was
monitored by the Department
of Science and Technology-
Philippine Council for Agri-
culture, Forestry: and Natu-
rul Resources Research and

for the next crop, the corn
stalks serve as trellis for the
benet. When the next crop.
usually sweet potato, is ready,

Development (DOST-
PCARRD) (Ma. Teresa S.
Agarrado, S&T Media Ser-
vice) .
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WEEDS: Threat to farmers.

WEEDY RICES: A WELL-DISGUISED THREAT

TO a rice consumer, a farmer’s life may scem very simple.
Yet, a typical rice farmer faces many pest problems in trying
to grow his crop, some of them increasingly difficult and
complex to deal with.

Weeds, for example, are a major constraint to higher yields
and have been a persistent problem for farmers since the
very first rice crop was planted. As rice cultivation tech-
niques have developed, so have weed strategics. However.
new challenges continue to appear

Today, shortages of labor and waler are putling growing
pressure on rice farmers to change their cultivation prac-
tices from traditional transplanting to direet seeding, muinly
in an effort to lower costs. As the populanty of direct-seeded
rice grows, however, the problem of so-called weedy rices
is also spreading because of the lack of inherent weed control
that comes with transplanting into water.

Due to their highly undesirable agronomic traits such as
easy grain shattering, red colored grains, carly maturity. and
competitiveness, weedy rices can reduce quality and quan-
tity of yields. Like many other rice weeds, weedy rices can
establish quickly in saturated soils and emerge together with
rice plants.

““Ten weedy rice plants per square meter can significantly
reduce a crop’s vield. and losses of over 50 percent of the grain
may occur if an infestation reaches 100 plants per square meter, ™’
Dr Martin Mortimer, a weed ecologist at the Philippine-based
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) says.

If the rice harvest is contaminated with red rice grains, then,
additional milling costs may be involved if the nce 1s intended
for consumers with preference for well-polished white grains

“Weedy rices are a headache for evervone -
sion workers, and researchers.’ adds Dr

larmers, exten-
Mortimer

The similarities underlying growth processes in weedy nces
and cultivated rices are so great that it is almost impossible to
select between them using herbicides, Farmers must theretore use
an integrated approach in controlling weeds, involving clean seed,
tillage, water management and hand pulling in wet sceded rice.
Water seeding of & crop is another way ol controlling weedy rice
infestations.

“One of the main challenges facing furmers 18 the dilficulty
of identifying weedy rices before they have damaged the crop,™
Dr. Mortimer stresses. Although weedy rices are often taller than
cultivated rice varieties, it is not always so. There are short, yellow
hulled, shattering forms of weedy rices that may be in 4 crop but
escupe the attention of even the most vigilant farmer seeking to
remove panicles before the mature rice grains fall. Weedy rices
may even be the same species as a rice crop or annual wild rices.
or a hybrid of both,

Though herbicide-resistant rice hus been proposed as an el-
fective solution to weedy rice control, this would be a short-lived
solution if weedy rices were to acquire any resisfance for herb:-

cides by hybridization or other means

These trends mean that rescarch must find ways for sustain-
able management of weeds. Strategies to control weedy rices were
among the many important topics discussed during the third review
and planning workshop of the Rice [PM Network held in Ho Chi
Minh City in Vietnam from 28 June to 2 July. The workshop was
organized by the Plant Protection Department of Vietnam's Ministry
of Agnculture and Rural Development, and supported by the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and IRRI. Now
on its third phase, the Rice [PM Network has been focused on
boosting farmers' pest management skills, enhancing natural
biological controls, the optimal use of cultivars, and cultural
techniques; as well as improving national pest policies.

The basic premise of IPM or integrated pest management is
that no single pest control method can be successful over a long
period of time. Therefore, a mixture of biological, physical and
chemical methods must be considered and integrated into a cohesive
strategy designed to sustain a pest management system. The ultimate
goal of IPM is sustainable agricultural systems with minimal or
no pesticide inputs.

In 1998, an international symposium held under the auspices
of the Asian Pacific Weed Science Society (APWSS) and the Cuulong
Delta Rice Research Institute (CLRRI) reviewed the scale of problems
associated with weedy rices and concluded that weedy rices were
present in most countries in the region. However, the seriousness
of the problem varied considerably. Researchers in the Vietnam-
ese Plant Protection Department found weedy rices to be wide-
spread in 18 provinces of South Vietnam. In Malaysia, weedy
rices have been known since the late 1980's and now present as
serious weed problem as ‘red’ rice in North and South America.
Some shattering rice populations have highly dormant seeds and
furmers need to use sequential tillage operations sometimes coupled
with the use of pre-plant herbicides, to produce clean seed beds.
An additional source of weedy rice is often as'a contaminant of
saved seeds from the farm

Future collaboration between national agricultural research
scientists in Asia and IRRI on the management of weedy rices
will be handled by the Institute under a substantial grant from
the United Kingdom's Department for International Development.

“We look forward to collaboratively tackling this difficult pest,
in Vietnaum and elsewhere in Asia,’" says Dr. K.L. Heong, oco-
ordinator of IRRI's Improved Pest Management Network.

IRRI, with its headquarters in the Philippines and offices in
11 other countries is the world’s leading international rice re-
senrch and training center. It is an autonomous, nonprofit insti-
tution that is focused on increasing rice production worldwide
while preserving natural resources. Its goal is to improve the well-
being of present and future generations of rice farmers and
consumers, particularly those with low incomes. IRRI is part of
the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Resumh‘
(CGIAR), an association of public and private donor agencies &
that funds 16 international research centers.
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TALIPAPA: SUPERMARKET OF THE FUTURE

THE talipapa will be the supermarket of the future

It will be a century of cities in the next millennium, and
a major challenge for city planners 1s how to provide urban
residents with nutritious and atfordable food

By 2000, there will be around 200 cities with popula-
tions of more than one million and 21 '‘megacities’” with
populations of more than 10 million people. Metropolitan
Manila will be one of them.

Unfortunately, according to the Food and Apgriculture
Organization (FAO), many urban managers and planners think
of their city more in terms of housing. transport. security
and social facilitics, rather than food marketing systems.

As a result, FAO says, ‘‘market infrastructure in devel-
oping countries is often poorly planned, municipal regula-
tions lag behind changes in the food economy and commer-
cial practices, and -- here’s the bottom line -- urban con-
sumers are paying more for food than they should be*’

Here, the humble talipapa -- or streel corner market -
- enters the urban picture. While better-oft’ consumers shop
at supermarkets, low-income urban residents usually go fo
local shops or market places near their homes. or buy from
streel vendors.

Also called “‘spontancous markets,”” they fill an impor-
1ant gap in the food distribution chain. But they also create
traffic. health and environmental problems. Public retail
markets have not expanded fast enough in newly urbanized
areas and existing markets have been unable to accommo-
date the increasing number of retailers

These retail markets grow spontancously, olten near low-
income arcas with few public facilities. A multitude of small,
family-run food shops compete lor the local market

By PAUL ICAMINA

Such competition -- made more intense by the growing
presence of supermarkets and hypermarkets -- and the lack
of entreprencurial skills, are responsible for low and even
negative returns. This, in turn, deter private investment, FAO
points out.

The most vulnerable to food insecurity in cities usually
live in outlving neighborhoods, in temporary or precarious
dwellings, without infrastructure and services.

They include, FAO says, newly urbanized people, usually
the rural poor; single mothers and the uncmployed; civil
servants whose salaries are paid late; those living on small-
scale activities, often in the informal economy: the disabled,
the sick and the old. without family support.

FAO’s Agricultural Support Systems Division has re-
searched extensively the constraints facing urban food
marketing in developing countries,

First, in many Latin American and Asian countries, both
the construction and the expansion ol wholesale markets
have lagged behind the growth in urban populations und
food tlows. Alrican cities, with very lew exceptions, lack
specilic wholesale market facilities.

Existing retail market areas arc often inadequate Cold-
storage is usually inefficient -- or does not work gt all,
owing to lack of proper maintenance -- and rent is ollen
high. Perishable food products deteriorate rapidly, Public
markets also lack prolessional management and are unable
1o enforce regulations. Consequently. trading in public murkets
becomes more difficult and, therelore. costly

One very ellective way of improving food security an the
cities is improving the etficieney ol all activities thut bring
tood into -- and distnbute 1t within --

urban arcas. assems

My

bling, handling, sporting, packaging, storing, transporting,
processing, wholesaling, retailing and cooking for sale as
street food.

The first step, FAO says, i1s an adequate understanding of
urban food marketing: “*City authorities need to develop a stra-
tegic vision of how their ¢ity is expected to evolve in the medium
(4-6 years) and long term (10-15 years) with respect to spatial,
demographic and cconomic developments, as well as food require-
ments.

They need to formulate local policies and programs to reduce
food marketing and uccess costs, promote productive employment
in lood marketing, and expand urban and peri-urban agnculture

T'o cut costs, city planners should promote itinerant and weekly
markets and shops and supermarkets that buy directly from
organized producers, supporting them with specific regulations,
permits. lomstical support and incentives. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

Republic of the Philippines

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

ASIAN CATHAY FINANCE &
LEASING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
- Varsus -
ROGELIO OLIVEROS
MARISOL OLIVEROS,
Mortgagors.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

National Capltal Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA CITY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed

Foreclosure No. RURAL

BANK OF MORONG,
versus -

SPS. REYNALDO O
and ERMILYN R

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

INC,,
Mortgagee,

LAURENCIANO
LAURENCIANG,
Mortgagor/s,

UPON EXTRA-JUDICIAL petition for sale under Act 3135 as AMENDED by Act 4118 filed
by RURAL BANK OF MORONG, INC., as mortgagee with postal address at Cor. T. Claudio

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Fourth Judicial Region

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Morong, Rizal

Foreclosure No. 042-99
Extra-Judicial Foreclosure
of Real Estate Mortgage
under Act 3135 as amended
by Act 4118

x

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

by ASIAN CATHAY FINANCE & LEASING CORPORATION, mortgagee, with address at Suite
1803 Federal Tower Condo, Dasmarinas St., Binondo, Manila, against ROGELIO OLIVEROS
and MARISOL OLIVEROS, mortgagors, with address at 20 Oliveros Drive, Balintawak, Quezon
City, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of May 12, 1999 amounts to SIX
HUNDRED NINETY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTEEN PESOS (P695,813.00), including/
excluding interest, attorney’'s fees, sheriff's fees, charges and all legal fees and expenses
for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of RTC, Valenzuela City, hereby gives
NOTICE that he or his duly authorized deputy sheriff will sell at public auction for CASH
in Philippine Currency on August 3, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter at the main
entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court, RTC, Valenzuela City, the following real property
with all the Improvements existing thereon, to wit:

T.C.T. No. V-45165

A parcel of land (Lot 2 of the subd. plan (LRC) P=d-312375, approved as a non-subd.
project, being a portion of Lot 1298-A-2-D-1-B-2-B, (LRC) Pad-139456; LRC Rec. No. 5941),
situated In the Bo. of Ugong, Mun. of Valenauela, MM, Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NE..
pte. 2 to 3, by Lot 1298-A-3, (LRC) Psd-21980; on the SE., pts. 3 1o 4 by Lot 129B-A-
2.D0-1-B-1, (LRC) Psd-62277: on the SW,, and SE., pts. 4 to 5, by Lot 1 of the subd. plan;
on the SW., pts. 6 to 7 by Existing Road (portion of Lot 1298-B-2, Psd-21980); and pts.
7 to 1 by Existing Road (portion of Lot 1298-A-2-A [LRC) Psd-22288); and on the NW.,
pta. 1 to 2 by Lot 1298-A-2-D-1-B-2-A, (LRC) Psd-139456. x x x x x contalning an area
of EIGHT HUNDRED (800) SQ. METERS, more or less. x x x x,

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselvaes the title of the said
real property and encumbrances, il any there be.

Valenzuela City, June 18, 1888,

(Sgd.) ATTY. DOMINADOR D. BORNASAL, JR,
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

[Sgd.)] SERGIO C. CABRERA
Sheriff IV
WE FORUM
July 5, 12 & 18, 1988

and Capt. Natividad St.. Morong, Rizal against SPS. REYNALDO O. LAURENCIANO & ERMILYN
R. LAURENCIANO as mortgagor/s, with postal address at E. Rodriguez St., Sitio Namay, San
Juan, Morong, Rizal to satisfy the mortgagee indebtedness which as of May 30, 1998
amounts to TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND PESOS (P270,000.00], excluding penal-
ties, charges, attorney's fees and expenses of foreclosure, the EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF of RTC-
Morong, Rizal thru the undersigned Sheriff-in-Charge or her duly authorized deputy will sell
at public auction on August 3, 1999 at 10:00 AM or soan thereafter at the main entrance
of the Office of the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff, Justice Hall Bullding, Paglabas,
5an |'edro, Morong, Rizal, to the highest bidder, for CASH and in Philippine currency, the
following property/ies with all its improvements, fo wit:
TAX DECLARATION NO. M-002-0220

‘A PARCEL OF LAND, (Residential Lot) situated in Namay, Morong, Rizal. Bounded on
the North - Lot 5476, 5475; on the East, Pin 020 (Lot 5474-part); on the South-Pin 018
(Lot 5473): and on the West-Pin 018 (Lot 5473) x x x containing an area of TWO HUNDRED
SIX (206) SQUARE METERS, more or less x x x x x . -

TAX DECLARATION NO. 02-2431

A RESIDENTIAL HOUSE, erected on the above-mentioned lot, bullt with strong materlale
with G.lI. Roofing with floor area of FORTY SIX (46) SQUARE METERS x x X x X,

Prospective buyers may investigate for themselves the title here-above described and
encumbrances theraon, if any there be, -

Morong, Rizal, June 24, 1089,

FOR THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
(Sgd.) VIRGILIO A, SORIANO®
Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
1. Rural Bank of Morong, Inc., cor. T. Claudio & Capt, Natividad St., Morong, Rizal
2. Sps. Reynaldo O. Laurenciano & Ermilyn R. Laurenciano, E. Rodriguez St., Sitic Namay,
San Juan, Morong Rizal

WARNING
|t is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface & destroy this Notice of Sheriff's Sale on or
befors the date of auction sale under penalty prescribed by law.

WE FORUM

July 5, 12 & 19, 1998
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BISHOPS, URBAN POOR
GIVE 1% APPROVAL

THE Catholic Bishops
Conference of the Philip-
pines (CBCP) and the
Urban Poor Associates
(UPA), a non-government
organization, gave Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada a one
percent and zero percent

. approval rating, respec-
tively, during a regular
forum in Quezon City last
week.

These figures were a far
cry from the 75 percent to
80 percent performance
marks the President had
given himself.

Explaining the CBCP’s
stand, Fr. Roberto Reyes
noted that President
Estrada has shown noth-
ing but immorality ever
since he stepped into
Malacafiang. ‘*The CBCP
gives Estrada a one per-
cent approval rating be-
cause of his consistent
showing of immorality,
especially to the young
ones,'’ he said.

Reyes specially cited
Estrada’s gambling and
womanizing as a deterrent
to the progress of this na-
tion, ‘‘Estrada should stop
acting and start taking his
job as President seriously.
He should realize that his
job needs serious attention
and does not consist of
repeated make believe,”” he
said.

The CBCP official noted
that the Estrada adminis-
tration is not pro-poor, but
pro-taipan because of his
linkages with business
magnates such as Lucio
Tan and John Gokongwel.
““There is no evidence that
the Estrada administration
has helped the poor, but

there is blatant proof that
he has sided with rich
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businessmen especially the
Chinese,”" he said.
Reyes also took a dig
at the Estrada administra-
tion for trying to bribe
church groups with money
from the Philippine
Amusement and Gaming
Corp. (Pagcor), saving thal
“‘the stand of the CBCP
is not to accept bribes from
the national government.™
“*Money from Pagcor
will not change our stand
against any form of gam-
bling, which has been
propagated by the Estrada
administration,”” he said
During the same forum,
urban poor groups all over
Metro Manila rated Presi-
dent Estrada just as low.
“*We give the Estrada
administration a rating of
zero, because despite his
promises of being pro-poor
and providing houses 1o the

less fortunate, all he has
provided for is assistance
to his friends in big busi-
ness such as Lucio Tan and
John Gokongwei,"" Chris-
tina Lanucvo, an urban
poor leader in Quezon City,
said.

“Demolition of squat-
ter shanties, leaving many
poor families without
homes, has even worsened
under the Estrada admin-
istration,”” she added

Representatives ol other
urban poor groups took
turns in lambasting the
Estrada administration

Documents show that

just recently, families liv-

ing in 30 homes at the
National Government Cen-
ter (NGC) in Quezon City
went on a pilgrimage (o
Antipolo to ask for divine
intervention in stopping the
Estrada administration

from destroying their shan-
tics

“*Our pleas to the na-
tional government to stop
the demolition of our
houses have [allen on deal
ears.” NGC residents said

The same documents
also indicated the extent
of demolition that eccurred
towards the end of the first
year of the Estrada admin-
istration. In Fort Bonifacio,
Makati City, the Bases
Conversion Development
Authority demolition crews
escorted by the police
demolished the houses of
about 500 families.

In Manila, City Hall
demolition crews demol-
1shed the *El
Renacimiento’’ lhouse oc-
cupied by 50 poor tenants
It housed the underground
“*El Renacimiento’™”
paper during the Ameri-
can occupation, Some of
the poor families had oc-
cupied that house for the
past 50 vears

Earlier, some lawmukers

news-

gave Estrada hugh for his Nrst
vear “ President Estrada has
done a lot o improve the
peace and order situabion
Mindanao despite his himi-
tutions,” South Cotabato
Rep. Dmsy Fuentes sard al
another weekly
Quezon City
Davao City Rep. Manuel

lforum 1n

Gurcra also pave President
Estradu a lngh approval rat-
ing. sayving that the Estrada
admimistration did not tail
in supporting his projects
Quezon City Rep. Michael
Delensor  also  pruised
Fstrada for trying his out-
most to mmprove the living
conditions of the less fortu-
nute even with limited re-
sources. (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentarics)

Chinese medicine
vs. drug addiction

THE social effects of drug abuse in the Philip-
pines is worsening as indicated in the recent survey
of Social Weather Stations (SWS). Drug crisis |s
alarming and wrecks lives and break up families.
The transshipment trade of foreign drug network is
grown year by year to the point where many believe
is out of control. The National Drug Law Enforce-
ment and Prevention Coordinating Center (DEP) has
launched a program which neutralizes such unlaw-
ful drug activities.

In China, one hundred years ago and during Ching
Dynasty, this drug menace which the Philippines is
already under hook was ‘‘already a part of their
culture,” The effects of *‘Opium War’' which was
tactically employed by the British to gain control of
China’s strategic places remain unsolved for so many
years. This event forced Chinese doctors and phar-
macists to formulate and test medicine which will
cure drug addiction without trace of side effects.

Until recently, this 100-year secret formula being
researched by Chinese doctors in cooperation with
Japanese companies using modern research techniques
is successfully tested to more than 100 persons in
China and other countries. After three years of testing
and research, medical tests showed that this herbal
medicine proved to be 100% positive in curing drug
addiction.

In the three dependents on
metamphetamine hydrochloride or locally known as
t‘shabu’® volunteered to undergo rehabilitation. With
physician’s supervision, methods and results of treat-

Philippines,

ments are medically and legally recorded. Prior to
actual treatment, subject patients were diagnosed of
heart conditions (Electrocardiography or ECG). One
patient suffered minor heart dysfunction while the
two were within normal limits. Methampethamine's
assay showed that the said patients were heavy users.

To detoxificate, patients were preseribed to take
Chinese herbal medicine. First day showed that after
taking the required dosage, paticnts had no symp-
toms of craving. On the third day, dosage was re-
duced and patients urinated frequently and side effects
manifestation was nil. Fourth to seventh day, S0%
of original dosage was reduced and patients’ feel-
ings were still normal. For the first two days, one
patient felt mild discomforts which can be attrib-
uted for being nervous.

On the 8th day, patients were subjected to tests
which showed negative result. The attending physi-
cian and medical technologist cannot believe on its
effective performance and called this as a “‘miracle
herbal medicine.”” This wonder drug cleanses toxic
substances and eliminates cravings in just seven days
as compare to other medicines which discards cravings
without remoying toxin. This a major breakthrough in
modern medicine.

This herbal medicine is a mixture of 38 kinds of
carefully selected herbal plants found only in the remote
hinterlands of China and Japan. The special feature
of this medicine is that detoxification process does not
only remove harmful substances inside the body in-
cluding liver, lungs, small intestines, pancreas but it
also revitalizes its functions and totally eliminates
Sepavings' for prohibited drugs. In addition, it is non-
toxic, painless, no side effects, and easy to administer.

The Japanese firm which developed and researched
this product has sent a representative in Manila and
is looking for interested parties. It is planning to apply
for necessary povernment permits particularly from
the Bureau of Food and Drugs, establish a manufac-
turing plant and modern drug rehabilitation center in
Maunila. The firm is supporting President Joseph
Ejercito's program to have a DRUG FREE PHILIP-
PINES!

American and Asian investors have expressed con-
fidence to the potentials and good possibilities of this
wonder medicine.
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