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TYRANNY

THE PHILIPPINES IS TYRANNIZED BY THE OIL INDUSTRY
SO THAT WHATEVER PRICES ARE DICTATED BY THE
CONSORTIUM OF PETRON, CALTEX AND PILIPINAS SHELL
BECOME THE PUMP COST OF THIS ESSENTIAL
COMMODITY. * An editorial report by Eric S. GIRON
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President Joseph Estrada raises the hand of World Boxing Council flyweight champion Manny Pacquiao as he congratulates him for retaining the title in .E
a championship fight against Mexican challenger Gabriel Mira last April 24 at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City. (Malacarang Photo) .
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TYRANNY OF OIL

By ERIC S. GIRON

HE Philippines is tyrannized by the oil
industry so that whatever prices are dictated
by the consortium of Petron, Caltex and
Pilipinas Shell become the pump cost of this

essential commodity.

After raising the pump
prices at 50 centavos a liter,
the cost escalates again in
three weeks, as the oil trium-
virate claims it has to cover
an additional P1.20 in pro-
duction cost. This drastic
increasc in crude oil prices
stems from the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries’ deliberate cut in oil
production by 2.1 million
barrels a day to avoid a glut.

For every $1 increase per
barrel of crude oil, produc-
tion price hikes are computed
at 27 to 30 centavos per li-
ter. Who pays for the added
cost? The consumers, of
course.

Since the oil industry is
now deregulated, the govern-
ment cannot prevent the oil
companies from raising the
prices of petroleum products.
At the same time, however,
the government is faced with
the problem of hiking work-
ers’ pay to cushion the effects
of a rise in market commod-
ity prices.

The P10.50 per barrel of
crude oil in February rose to
P14.80 in March and will
escalate further to P15.37 per
barrel. Pilipinas Shell will
impose the P1.20 increase by
halves. Caltex has set its
second price increase in May.
Caltex claims losing P7.2
million a day since world
crude prices rose in the last
threc weeks.

Newcomer oil firms Fly-
ing V. Unioil, Sea Qil, Total
Enecrgy and PTT of Thailand
which have been holding back
on price increases to boost
their sales are preparing to
jack up their prices too.

All public agencies have
been meeting on the impact
of the increased oil cost with
regard to vehicle fares al-
though transport companics
have not yet applied for hiked
fares. The Transportation
Franchising and Regulatory
Board has elicited commit-
ment from bus and jeepney
operators and associations
they won't impose higher fares
unless agreed upon.

The trade and industry
department has ficlded teams
to monitor prices of market

commodities to shield the
consumers from exorbitant
increases in essentials.

As the nation braces for
the May 1 Labor Day celebra-
tion, wage and productivity
boards are tasked to prepare
for wage adjustments to cope
with the expected increase in
prices. Wage increase is a
sensifive subject that calls for
conformity by entrepreneurs
according to the state of their
firms.

Petron said the government
has mandated the Department
of Energy to check if the
decision of the Big Three oil
companies to increase prices
is reasonable or not, after
crude oil price in the world
market rose from $10.50 in
February to $14.50 n March.

Shell’s Reynaldo Gamboa
noted the average in the first
half of April was $14.428 per
barrel of crude oil and by
April 19, the price was $15.59.

The newcomers among oil
companies who bought oil at
the old prices have managed
to hold on to existing price
levels and arc awaiting each
others’ moves before hiking
their prices.

LOBBY VS.
CLEAN AIR

Multinational oil compa-

nies arc fighting the demand
to reduce pollutants and toxic
chemicals in petroleum prod-
ucts by threatening to raise
fuel prices by P2.50 per liter
in order to comply with fuel
standards stipulated in the
pending Clear Air Act in
Congress.

At issuc is the House bill
provision seecking to reduce
the level of aromatics in
gasoline from 55 percent to
35 percent and the benzene
level from four to two per-
cent. The oil companies
should improve gasoline qual-
ity rather than Filipinos *‘ pay
large hospital bills and suf-
fer loss of income due fto
sickness, said House Speaker
Manuel Villar,

Filipinos have endured
‘‘dirty and polluted air long
enough,”’ Villar said, and oil
companics should realize that

highly toxic fuel products are

responsible for pulmonary and

=

B s W
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respiratory ailments afflicting
the Filipinos!

Villar called on the gov-
ernment and the private sec-
tor to file a multibillion-peso
damage suit if the oil compa-
nics refuse to pay the price
of clean air. The civil action
was likened to that filed by
victims of tobacco and cigaret
smoke against leading United
States tobacco manufacturers
who are blamed for the deaths
of smokers and victims of
secondary smoking.

As a result, the tobacco
companies awarded millions
of dollars in damages to the
victims. The case prompted
cigaret-makers to reduce the
amount of nicotine in their
products.

The three major oil firms
in the Philippines, on the other
hand, are passing to the con-
sumers whatever additional

expenses may be incurred in
reducing the level of toxic
chemicals in their products.
In order to comply with the
Clean Air Act fuel standard,
the oil companies warned they
would raise by as much as
P2.50 per liter cost of oil and
gasoline.

The toxic fumes emitted by
motor vehicles shows a high
level of aromatics and ben-
zene in gasoline and sulfur in
diesel which cause respiratory
and pulmonary discases. Lead,
a major gasoline component,
causes mental retardation and
low mental quotient among
children, medical studies
show.

Rather than Filipinos
spending money for the treat-
ment of pulmonary and res-
piratory ailments, Villar said
the fuel companies. ought to
shoulder the cost of improv-

ing air quality that is polluted
by chemicals in their petro-
leum products.

Why did the government
deregulate the oil industry in
the first place and thus relin-
quish control over acts inimi-

cal to the people’s welfare? '

The government knew the
gasoline companies are a
cartel monopolizing oil prod-
ucts and can thus confabulate
in raising prices. In such a
situation, the consuming pub-

lic comes out the loser.
* o @

DEADLIEST US
SCHOOL MASSACRE

The deadliest school mas-
sacre at Columbine High in
Littleton suburb of Denver,
Colorado Tuesday (Apnl 20)
left the bodics of four girls
and nine boys and the two
junior schoolmates who
gunned them down and turned
the guns on themselves where
they fell -- sprawled on the
floor, slumped on desks or
crouched to hide beneath
tables, cubicles and boxes.

Frantic parents waited 24
hours until Wednesday for
word on their children’s fate
because the police were wary
the bodies could be booby-
trapped.

The killers Eric Harris, 18,
and Dylan Klebold, 17, were
living in a fantasy world in
which they portrayed them-
selves as rebels who wore
black, ankle-length coats and
berets with German swastikas,
no matter what the weather.
They posed for a yearbook
photo as the Trenchcoat
Mafia. The Mafia had their
own special spot near the
stairs of the school cafeteria.

In their long-standing feud
with the school athletes, they
carried swords and brass
knuckles. They also hated
blacks, Jews, Hispanics. They
spoke of war and guns and
admired Adolf Hitler on
whose birthday the killing
occurred.

Harris made a video in
school in which he bragged
about his new guns, These
were a pump-action repeater,
& 9-mm. semiautomatic rifle
and 9-mm. scmiautomatic
handgun which police be-
lieved were stolen. The duo
also had two sawed-off 12-
gauge shotguns three decades
old.

At 11:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Harris and Klebold in coats
over fatigues, wearing ski

masks, sauntered into the
school faculty parking lot,
firing and tossing pipe bombs
into a crowd of terrified class-
mates.

A police search of Harris’
home at Columbine Knoll
subdivision yielded bomb-
making materials. Harris and
Klebold manufactured bombs
in their homes. Two large
propanc tanks and a gasoline
canister found in the high
school building led the sher-
iff to believe the two students
were out to destroy the build-
ing. Two bombs were found
in cars at the parking lot.

The 32 explosives recov-
ered in and out of the school
building included six to cight-
inch grenades wrapped with
shrapnel, foot-long pipe
bombs, empty propanc bottles
with a device attached to spray
a deadly shower of nails. One
bomb on a timer exploded 11
hours after the shooting. To
plant these bombs im differ-
ent places, the duo was be-
lieved to have help from oth-
ers.

If the adults noticed the
two troublesome misfits who
were outcasts in school, they
still regarded Columbine High
School as the nicest school
in a nice area.

LIBRARY MAYHEM

After spraying lead on the
parking lot, Harris and
Klebold went on firing as they
entered the cafeteria and went
upstairs to the library. One
gunman caught Nick Foss’
eyes, who noted ‘‘the guy’s
eyes were just dead.”

There was no evidence
those targetted were blacks,
Jews or Hispanics whom they
hated but rather those who
happened to be there at that
time. As the killers marched
into the library, one de-
manded: ‘“All jocks (athletes)
stand up. We're killing every
one of you."

Al one time the unpopular
group carried swords and
brass knuckles in a long-stand-
ing feud with the sthool ath-
letes.

A gunman peeked under a
desk, said “*peek-a-boo’’ and
fired. A girl was heard beg~
ging for her life. And then a
bang. The gunmen were laugh-
ing and hooting as if they were
having the time of their lives.

Coach Dave Saunders of
the girls’ basketball team was
in the hallway directing the

(Next page, please)
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students to an escape route
when he was shot twice in the
shoulder. *‘I won’t make it,"”’
Saunders said as efforts were
made to save his life.

The video caught students
as they fled with hands above
their heads in tears. Police
frisked them and busloads of
students were returned to their
families. But one girl suffered
nine shrapnel wounds. Nine
others were in critical or
serious conditions at the
hospital. Faculty member Jane
Hammond was shot dead.

The first SWAT (Special
Weapons and Tactics) squad
reported they had sighted 25
bodies. After a careful recount,
television reported 15 Kkilled,
including the two killers who
shot themselves. Among the
dead students were Cassie
Bernall, Lauren Townsend,
Rachel Scott, Corey Depooter,
Danicl Mauser, John Tomlin,

Matthew Kechter,
Kurnow.

Friends hugged and cried
after viewing Rachel Scott’s
flower-laden car and memo-
rial site in Clement Park near
her school.

Parent Laura Senti waited
three hours and a half before
she found her daughter Ashley
Stecle, 14, safe. Senti stayed
at Eastwood Elementary
School until late Tuesday to
comfort grieving parents. The
bodies had not been removed
while police hunted for booby
traps. Hundreds of policemen
combed the grounds and the
school for explosives and
weapons.

Shootings in US schools
in 1997 called for stricter
laws, tighter security and
monitoring of troubled stu-
dents. Two people had been
killed in an attack at school
in Pearl, Mississippi, three in

Steven
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hersby given that the estate of the late GLORIA
RIVERA RECATO who died at The Cardinal Santos Medical Center,
Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila on October 16, 1998 with-
out any will, have been extrajudicially settled among her heirs
In a document entitled ''Extrajudicial Settlement of the Estate
of the Deceased, Glorla Rivera Recato’’ bearing Doc. No. 349,
Page No. 23, Book No. VI, Series of 1999 executed before
Notary Public Atty. Erwin C. Macalino of Quezon City.

Aprll 26, May 3 & 10, 1999)

West Paducah, Kentucky, five
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, two
in Springfield, Oregon.
AVERSION FOR GUNS

Even before the Columbine
school massacre, Missouri vot-
ers two weeks earlier defeated
in a referendum the lifting of
the state’s ban on concealed
weapons even though the Na-
tional Rifle Association
outspent its opponents five to
one. Nebraska, Kansas and
New Mexico defeated iaws to
liberalize concealed weapons
law permits since 1996.

A billboard in Colorado
state in which NRA president
Charlton Heston urges pass-
ersby to ‘“‘Join me’’ has be-
come controversial. Colorado
state officials, legislators and
governors of other states
suddenly developed an aver-
sion for the powerful gun
lobby.

However, the gun lobby
was expected to resurrect some
of the measures proposed after
publicity on the Littleton
shootings died down. The hor-
ror brought about by the trag-
edy derailed gun lobby efforts
in state legislatures to stop the
passage of tougher gun laws.

Columbine High School
will remain closed for the rest
of the schoolyear. *‘Perhaps
America will wake up to the
dimensions of this challenge,™”

President Bill Clinton ex-
pressed a wish after the hor-
ror in Littleton left an ‘‘un-
relieved dread, a grim cascade
that began with a clap of
explosions and ended with a
schoolhouse transformed into
a tomb.
e o o

LASTIMOSO
ATTACKED

Police Director General
Roberto Lastimoso who flew
to Vietnam the other week to
attend a conference was ac-
cused of "protecting” power-
ful drug lords like Rafael
Madraso in a report submit-
ted to Malacafian by director
Panfilo Lacson of an attempt
to bribe him with P10 mil-
lion.

The bribe attempt now un-
der investigation by Ombuds-
man Aniano Desierto was al-
legedly for Lastimoso to ef-
fect the release of six drug
dealers in police custody.

Big-time drug syndicates
were tied to an internal po-
lice bloc supposedly engaged
in the demolition job against
Lastimoso. Interior and Lo-
cal Governments Sec. Ricardo
Puno took to task Narcotics
Senior Supt. Reynor Gonzales,
Supts. Francisco Villaroman
and Rolando Afionuevo. for
withholding information and
revealing the bribery attempt
alter three months after

Lastimoso was named police
chief by President Estrada.

President Estrada denied
receiving Lacson’s report and
reposed trust in Lastimoso
whom he promoted to full-
fledged director of the Phil-
ippine National Police the day
before his alleged coddling of
drug suspects was exposed.
Estrada said the real enemy
are the drug lords. He pledged
to have the internal police bloc
engaged in smearing
Lastimoso probed.

While Lastimoso is attend-
ing the Asean Chiefs of Po-
lice Conference in Hanoi,
Vietnam, Camp Crame sources
said the ‘‘demolition job'’
report surfaced in what is
sugspected as a scheme to
prevent the extension of his
term when he is due to retire
at the age of 56 in January.

At issue is the release of
Madraso by Intelligence Chicf
Supt. Robert Delfin after
clearing it with Lastimoso and
other higher authorities. This
was said to be a high-level
operation dnd there were
suggestions that Madraso was
being considered as a deep-
penetration agent in big drug
rings,

Madraso in 1992 reportedly
approached Bohol Rep. (then
Senator) Ernesto Herrera and
asked that he be recommended
as agent of the Narcotics Com-
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mand.

Lastimoso himself said he
had no prior dealings with
Madraso but knew him as be-
ing recommended to be part
of the anti-drug campaign.
Lastimoso stressed he is will-
ing to cooperate in any in-
vestigation although he de-
cried the smear campaign
against him.

ADVISER DEFENDED

Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora defended the reten-
tion of Mark Jimenez as
Malacafian adviser on Latin-
American affairs in spite of
47 charges imputed by the US
Department of Justice from
mail fraud, tax evasion and
concealing illegal contribu-
tions to President Bill
Clinton’s 1996 reelection
fund.

Zamora said he and his
brother Manny had recom-
mended Jimenez’s appoint-
ment by President Estrada last
August. He saw no reason how
the US charges against
Jimenez could have bearing
on his position as presiden-
tial adviser. The charges
Jimenez faces in the US are
not extraditable in the Phil-
ippines, says Zamora.

Jimenez was appointed dur-
ing President Estrada’s state
visit to Singapore because there
are few Filipinos with exper-
tise on Latin-American -affairs,
Zamora explained.

~Versus-

NARCISA A. DENIEGA,

SPS. RUBEN A, DENIEGA AND

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PASIG CITY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND

EX OFICIO SHERIFF

MANILA CREDIT CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT
3135, AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118
Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by the
mortgagee MANILA CREDIT CORPORATION with office address at 2nd Floor, Trans-Phil

File No. 3733

-varsus-

SPS. RUFINO 7 MILAGROS REGALA
Mortgagor/s.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY, METRO MANILA

UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS LIFE

ASSURANCE CORPORATIOM,
Mortgagee/s,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

FILE NO. FRE NO. 20827

B8, Kamagong St,,

Life Assurance Corp., Mortgagee/s,

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, filed by United Coconut Planters
against Sps. Rufino & Milagros Regala -
Northview 1, Quezon City, Mortgagor/s, to satisfy the mortgage Indebt-

Lot 28, Block

House, 1177 Pasong Tamo St., Makati City, against the mortgagors SPS. RUBEN A. DENIEGA
and NARCISA A. DENIEGA of Block 72, Lot 59 A. Bonifacio St., Upper Bicutan, Taguig,
Metro-Manila, and for the satisfaction of the mortgage debt which as of Janyary 31, 1999
amounts to P1,683,314.81 Pesos, plus penalty charges, attys. fees and nllz‘gal fees and
expensss Incidental to this foreclosure and sale authorized sheriff -- the Clerk of Court
& Ex-Oficlo Sheriff of Pasig City or her duly authorized sheriff -- will sell at public auction
on MAY 265, 1899 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter infront of the Main
Entrance of the Municipal Building of Taguig, Metro-Manila, to the highest bidder and for
CASH, Iin Phil. Currency the following described real property, together with all the buildings
and other improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 24493

*A parcel of land (Lot 68, Block 72 as shown on the subd. plan (psd-13-002680),
being & portion of Lot 1023, MCadm-590-D, Case 17, Taguig Cadastral Mapping (Lot 2!
SWO0-13-0002568, LRC Rec. No, ) situated in Upper Bicutan, Taguig, Matro-Manila, Bounded
on the NW along line 1-2 by Lot 68, Block 72; on the NE along 2-3 by Road Lot 59;
on the SE along lines 3-4-6 by Road Lot B; and on the SW along 5-1 by Lot §7, Block
72, all of the subd. plan x x x X X X cantaining an area of TWO HUNDRED SIXTEEN (216}
SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the
title of the sald real property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Pasig City, April 12, 1988,

GRACE S, BELVIS
(Sgd.) ANTONIO C, DE CASTRO Clark of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff
Sheriff IV

Copy furnished: all concerned
WE FORUM
April 26, May 3, 10, 1999

edness which as of March 27, 1999 amounts to THREE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED TWO
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED TWENTY NINE (P3,602,229.82) PESOS & 82/100 excluding
penalties, charges, attorney's fees and expenses of foreclosure, the undersigned or her
duly authorized deputy will sell at public auction on June 2, 1999 at 10:00 o'clock or
soon thereafter at the main entrance of the Hall of Justice Bldg., beside Quezon City Hall,
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, te the highest bidder, for cash, and in Philippine
Currency, the following property with all its improvements, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-176302
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 28, Blk, 16, of the cons. subd. plan Pcs-13-001642, being a
portion of the cons. of Lots 6-F, 5-G, 6-F, 8-G, B-H, 6-1, 6-J, LRC Psd-45206, LRC Rec.
No. 1037}, situated in the Capitol Dist,, Q. City, M. Mila, Bounded on the NE., along line
1-2 by Lot 27, on the SE., slong line 2-3 by Lot 30, Blk. 16, Rd. Lot 13, & on the NW,,
along line 4-1 by Lot 26, Blk. 16, all of the cons. subd, plan. x X x x containing an area
of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY (150) 5Q. METERS.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves’the title
of the said real estate propartyfies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Quezon City, Metro Manila, April 23, 1999, -

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN

Ex-Officio Shaeriff
Copy Furnished:
1. Gregorio S. Difio - 9/F Cocolife Bldg., Ayala Ave., Makati City
2. Sps. Rufino & Milagros Regala - Lot 2B, Block 6, Kamagong St., Northview |l, Quezon
Cl'ly
NOTE: PUBLISHERS ARE STRICTLY ENJOINED TO OBSERVE THE PROVISIONS OF PD.
1079 PARTICULARLY SEC. 3 & 4,
WE FORUM

May 3, 10 & 17, 1999




.

More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps;
create income
opportunities

n

There is 'more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

§ flﬁ(\q’

epressed areas.

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

_ Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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* ARE CHILDREN
EATING RIGHT?

By M.A.S. CONSTANTINO

CHILDREN are a nation’s wealth. Their
physical well being, social and mental de-
velopment are of utmost concern to all.
During the formative years and specifically
in their school years, their basic needs
include food and nutrition. This is why
parents have always wanted to provide good
health and adequate food.

But are children really eating the right
food?

In a study conducted by the Food and
Nutrition Research Institute of the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology (FNRI-
DOST) among schoolchildren aged 8-10
years in Manila, their food and beverage
intake were recorded and compared with
the Recommended Dietary Allowances.

The diet of schoolchildren is mainly made
up of one-third rice and other cereals and
off-fifth meat and poultry. Milk and fruits
are taken in moderate amounts while veg-
etable intake is very low. Girls take more
of milk and its products, fruits and tubers

while boys prefer cereals, meat and its
products. As children grow older, intake
almost all kinds of food also increased except
for milk and its products. Children from
the private schools eat more of the major
food groups except for fish, eggs and dried
beans.

Results also show that on the average,
schoolchildren are getting the needed nu-
trients but lack calcium, iron and ribofla-
vin in their diet. Energy is also lacking in
more than half of the children in public
schools and one-third in the private schools.

Lack of nutrients in the diet of schoolchil-
dren can be corrected. Parents and teachers
can encourage children to eat green leafy
vegetables like malunggay leaves. Children
must take in more cereals, fish, milk and dried
beans. Food companies can help with the
fortified foods they provide. Media can be
tapped in the nutritiop information campaign.
Their combined actions can make that needed
change for the better, health-wise. (FNRI S&T
Media Service)

RIGHT FOOD: Diet for Filipino children important.

CHILDREN AND MILK: Wrong ideas.

ESSENTIAL MILK

ARE you one of those who believe that
milk is a perfect food? Or are you one of
those who have stopped drinking milk be-
cause of certain beliefs you have associ-
ated with milk? If so, it’s about time to
correct these wrong ideas about milk or its
products.

Milk is a nutritious food rich in essen-

tial nutrients for our body's daily needs.
Milk, however, is not a complete or perfect
food as others tend to believe. The truth is
no single food contains all the nutrients our
body needs. Milk contains negligible
amounts of vitamin C, niacin and iron. Thus,
an individual needs other food sources for
a more adequate daily supply of these
important nutrients,
* Other people avoid drinking milk in the
belief that this makes them fat. Milk or any
other food is not fattening if taken in mod-
erate amounts. If one is weight conscious
or on a reducing diet, one can choose to
take skim or non-fat milk or products pre-
pared with this type of milk. These are very
much available in the market.

Often milk is also disliked because of
its flavor. The lingering milky taste is said
to be caused by fats that coat the mouth
when one drinks milk. If you have a distate
of the “*milky”’ flavor, then you can take
skim or non-fat milk since these will not

What do Filipino children eat?

IN & recent survey by the Food and
Nutrition Research Institute, Department of
Science and Technology (FNRI-DOST), the
food patterns of schoolchildren in public and
private schools were studied.

Results show that children eat rice and the
easy-to-cook foods like chicken egg and instant
noodle soup. Cooking oil and sugar arc the
most frequently used ingredients in their food.
Public schoolchildren eat simple and low-
priced foods like galunggong, sitaw, peanul
butter and condensed filled milk while pri-
vate schoolchildren tavor ripe mangoes, cured

meat ham (hamon) and chips and curls.

Majority of the children take their major
meals and their favorite food at home. Snacks
is usually taken in between meals. The amount
of pocket money among public schoolchil-
dren is between P5-10 and about P10-20 in
private schoolchildren. This is spent mostly
on lood and sometimes school supplies or
even toys. In making food purchases, nutri-
tional vulue of the food is the most important
factor considered.

While mothers consider breakfast as the
most important major meal, 15% of school-

children skip this meal because of lack of
appetite and time. Parents are very influen-
tial in the eating patterns of the children,
Majority of them are interested in learning
more about nutrition, knew the good and bad
food for their children and are willing to change
family cating patterns for better health.

Improvements on the food choices and
habits of schoolchildren can be made with
the above results. Parents and teachers should
join hands in planning and providing nutri-
tious food for better and healthier schoolchil-
dren. (FNRI S&T Media Service)

produce this aftertaste. There are also a lot
of milk now with wide variety of flavor-
ings.

Others also avoid milk believing 1t is
constipating. Milk, however, 1s no more
constipating than any other food. When one
relies more on milk and exclude other foods
rich in fiber, then milk 1s misinterpreted as
the cause of constipalion.

The effect of drinking milk, however,
varies from one person to'another. Qthers
may experience loose bowels, still others
may not be even bothered at all. Some people
may experience diarrhea, stomach discom-
fort, bloating or abdominal cramps after
sometime of not drinking milk. If you are
one of those persons who carn not tolerate
milk at this time, you may overcome this
by gradual drinking of milk in small amounts.
Soon you will be surprised that you can
tolerate milk once more and you will no
longer exper:ence such symptoms.

Try milk once more. It is too nutritious
to be excluded in your daily diet. (FNRI
S&T Media Service, EFPalafox)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hersby given that the estate of
CORAZON RIVERA CU! who died on February
1. 1998 in Vancouver, British Columbla, Canada
was extrajudicially settled by her heirs as shown
in the documént entitled Extrajudicial Settle-
ment of the Estate of Corazon Rivera Cul they
exscuted on April 22, 1999 and registered in
the notarial book of Atty, Lope M, Velasco as
Doc. No. 126; Page No. 27; Book No. XXXVII,
Series of 1999,

WE FORUM
May 3, 10 & 17, 1989

£

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice I8 hereby given that the estate ol
CONRADO MENDEZ wha died on February 24,
1998 in Quezon City was extrajudicially sottled’
by his heirs as shown In the Extrajudicial
Settlement of Estate they executed on April
22, 1999 and registered In the notarial bock
of Elizabeth A. Andres as Doc. No. 266; Page
No. 54 Book No. I, Series of 1999,

WE FORUM
May 3, 10 & 17, 1999
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STMPLIFYING SAMAKA
A SECOND LOOK INTO FOOD PRODUCTION

By MARIO P. CHANCO

ESPITE the flood of La Nifa

warnings and occasional

summer showers, it is growing
evident that we are entering the first
flush of summer.

Every instinct warns me it is time to switch
over to a new geriatric lifestyle. I must cut
down my daily exercises from a walk around
the block to a stroll in front of the old home-
stead. | must cut down on irrelevant physical
cxertions, increase my intake of water from
cight glasses to twelve, avoid anxieties and
mind exhaustion. I must take up something
befitting my advancing years and outlook.

BACK TO BOOKS

So I have decided to go back to the di-
minishing pursuit of knowledge by re-read-
ing the books of my youth and adulthood. |
shall do this before the book business is
swallowed up and shredded by electronic Y2K

- bugs intent on making a molehill out of our
mountains of lechnological ignorance start
inundating me.-Here goes.

Last week | opened a dusty box contain-
‘ng old books and one of them caught my
attention, [t was an old paperback, titled The
Samaka Guide to Homesite Farming. It was
punctured from cover page to back with short
straight lines performed by deceased genera-
tions of anay (termites). But cnough pages
remained intact to bring a flood of memories
about those green, gaudy and giddy days of
the Ramon Magsaysay era, when homesite
farms and food gardens drew as much pa-
tronage (and noisy sycophants) as today’s fast
food and fiesta followers.

The back page of the book had an excel-
lent line drawing showing what one could do
on a 600 to 1,000 square meter plot of land.
A dreamlike nipa house with quadruple ven-
tilation occupied the southeast corner of the
property. Space was provided for coconut trees,
for succession planting of four rows of corn

R v

FOOD PRODUCTION: Better ways.

every three weeks, for vegetables, a carabao
shed, a compost pile, sweet potatoes, a sani-
tary toilet, garden well, camotes and mongo,
a small tilapia pond, a pigpen, duck pond
and fruits galore: guavas, atis, kamyas,
kalamansi, one mango frec, bananas, papa-
yas,

The entire property was enclosed by madre
de cacao (kakawate) and native ipil ipil, with
malunggay and katuray cutlings scrving as
inner fence materials.

Data in the front pages of the book told
me this was the third edition. During 1956,
it spun off four editions totalling 35,000 copies,

Successive editions up to 1980 must have
produced hundreds of thousands of other copies
more. | thought that accounted for all the
copies, but I was wrong.

In another edition of the Samaka Guide,
renamed the PCSO (Philippine Sweepstakes
Office) Samaka Guide 10 Homesite Farming,
several big editions had been printed. It was
tagged the 1973 edition, had been copyrighted

+in 1983 by the PCSO, contained 214 pages

against the 168 in the carlier editions carried
messages from both Imelda Marcos Romualdez
and Mario LI. Rama, the sweepstakes boss
during the 80’s.

No one knows how many copies of the
Samaka Guide may have been printed and given
away by PCSO and Mrs. Marcos, who held
the position of Minister of Human Settlements
at the time. Neither PCSO nor the Human
Settlements ministry were regarded as miserly
in their approach to populist needs. Did they
print a hundred thousand — a million -- copies
more than their predecessors?

Was there a feedback on the reception those
books got? If so, why not?

The PCSO edition acknowledges Manila
oldtimer and realtor, C.M. Hoskins, as the author
of the Samaka Guide. The industrialist Don
Andres Soriano and Dean Conrado Benitez were
listed as the book’s primary patrons. Credits were
also given the University of the Philippines at
Los Baiios, the Araneta University and the Central
Luzon Agricultural College at. Muiioz, Nueva
Ecija, the Bureaus of Public Schools, Plant In-
dustry and Agricultural Extension; the San Miguel
Corporation and its then president, Andres
Soriano, Jr. and Rafael Zulueta, They missed
out on Antonio Varias, himself a realtor, who
was in on the Samaka book from the outset. In
fact he was one of the Samaka’'s most vocifer-
ous boosters from its very start. He and Hoskins
were early collaborators.

SAMAKA DISSECTED

Comparing the two editions [ have before
me, [ can’t help but be impressed with the tenacity
of the men and women who made it possible.
The magnitude of the subject matter covered was
tremendous. | said to myself, if only 10 percent
of Samaka's readers had taken counsel of the
book's useful contents, we would never have
suffered from a food crisis. '

There was no price tag for this little corner
of paradise. If actual costs of labor and mate-
rials were reckoned, I'm sure the occupant would
have had to dig deep into his purse. Either that,
or he would have had to complete it by stages.
Nevertheless, the book gripped my attention
compulsively.

Today, of course, duplicating the Samaka Farm
system in toto would require much more than
just money and inputs. The spiritual and moral
incentives have vanished. And with cable TV
and video stations everywhere, would people
bother reading another Samaka version?

I don’t know how many Samaka farms were
actually set up. Or survive. There would have
had to be modifications to keep in step with the
growth of new food production systems, eating
habits and technologies. Today's new papaya
hybrids would be shaded to death by the taller
native varieties. Dwarf mangoes would save much
space for small orchard keepers — but who knows
how to plant'them? Our old dark, almost black
native pigs, arc being replaced by Dutch,
American or Thailand porkers. And our native
chickens likewise have turned white (they are
now called white Leghorns),

The question begs: Would there be enough
incentives lelt for today's farm entrepreneurs to
go into something like the Samaka farm sys-
tem? It hardly seems possible. But who knows?

Despite ull the misgivings generated by my
random pecking through.Guide, I had to admit
that finding and lealing through it worked wonders
for me. | was immensely entertained. | forgot
it was summer. | have since found another old
book on plants and planting. It's about mixed
food gardens and its author is Paul Sommers,
4 UNICEF scientist whose expertise on Philip-
pine food gurdens has become an international
model for many developing countries. More on
this in a later piece.
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- A senator loses his car

ARS are stolen daily in the Philippines. But when a

senator’s automobile is spirited away in broad daylight
in front of a church, it is banner headlined for three days
by one newspaper.

How many citizens report the theft of their cars and are
attended to by the minions of the law? What is the percent-
age of stolen automobiles being recovered by the police?

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile threatened to slash the Philip-
pine National Police budget if the police failed to restore his
red Pajero which was parked in front of Christ the King
Church in Green Meadows at 10:30 a.m. April 18. The
senator’s chief of staff Gigi Reyes and her husband Inky
had parked the car at the Pasig church at 8 a.m. Sunday.

This was the second Enrile car stolen. The first was a
Mercedes Benz when he was defense secretary. Central Police
District Director Romulo Sales was given 36 hours until Sat-
urday noon to find the car or vacate his post. A nationwide
alert was issued the traffic management group and the anti-
carnapping group of Pier Bucsit in a meeting of traffic officers
by Sales at Camp Crame, Quezon City.

The syndicate suspected to have swiped the car was pin-
pointed. It was recalled that a van of Chief Roberto Calinisan
with two firearms and a P1.4 million manager’s check was

parked on Tomas Morato Avenue in Quezon City on Dec.
20, 1998 when it was stolen. The van was recovered a week
later.

Now Enrile comes up with the story that National Bureau
of Investigation agents made off with his car. But NBI Director
Santiago Toledo has assigned four of his S0 agents to pro-
duce the missing vehicle. They are coordinating, not with
the Central Police District who tipped off Enrile on his car
but with the Presidential Anti-Organized Crime Task Force
under Panfilo Lacson.

Who would ever think of looking for a stolen car at the
NBI compound on Taft Avenue? Enrile asks. He even has
the details on how his car left the church and who took it.
“At about 10:30 a.m. April 18, 1999, one Mitsubishi Pajero
colored red with plate number URB-125 entered the NBI
premises on Taft Avenue, Manila driven by an unidentified
man and escorted by a John Merra.”

This was recorded in the NBI security guard’s logbook.
The car was kept for two and a half days in the NBI com-
pound, according to the information gathered by Enrile.

Merra was identified as a special NBI agent associated
with known carnappers Alvin Magpayo, Paul Chaves and
Henry Machure in the NBI list of wanted men.

So Enrile knows who stole his car and the circumstances
surround it. Or does he? There’s more to this missing ve-
hicle than meets the eye. All that’s left to be done is to go
back to Square One: find the Pajero.

Directionless

HOW else would you deseribe the Erap
administration to date? It’s just like the two
previous dispensations.

“‘Erap para sa mahirap”’ is just a slogan,
vague, abstract and meaningless until and
unless translated into concrete accomplish-
ments.

You don’t solve poverty by merely throw-
ing goodies to squatter families along the
railroad tracks on your birthday. It's eerily
reminiscent of Hailic Sclassie, the Ethiopian
emperor deposed for his incompetence: he had
the bad habit of throwing money to his
impoverished subjects lining up the streets as
his bullet-proof limo would pass by.

You solve poverty by creating opportuni-
ties in cmployment, education, business and
in other fields of human endeavor. You don't
solve poverty by abetting squatting, but by
making the provinces economically viable and
attractive, thus stopping our poor provincianos
from migrating to Metro Manila.

You don’t solve poverty thru a TV pro-
gram called “‘Jeep ni Erap’” or something,
where you report glowingly of what you are
doing or are supposed to do. Words are cheap.
You show your people your deeds, you lead
by actions.

It’s not enough that you have the best
intentions, whether you're sober or not, and
whether friends like Mark Jimenez, Fernando
Poe Jr. and Nora Aunor, especially Nora, are
beside you

These things | say in reaction to what I
chanced upon recently: ‘“Jeep ni Erap’” on

ONE’S WORTH

TV.

What can we expect of Erap appointees
and his Paring Ted Faylon when their Big
Boss is around?

1 was only 12 years old when [ first heard
Manila Mayor Arsenio H, Lacson in his *‘In
This Corner’’ radio program. Like a boxer
that he used to be, Arsenic was all alone
defending himself and attacking his detrac-
tors. ‘‘Without any second, without any
manager, here is Arsenio H. Lacson...”’

“‘Can we defend it at Plaza Miranda?"’
President Magsaysay was quoted as asking
every time he planned something rather con-
troversial. His *‘pro-Americanism’" beside, The
Guy was a leader in his own right, as was
Arsenic.

Of what we can say of Messrs. Lacson
and Magsaysay, can we do the same of Erap?
Erap as u leader of this prolific but impov-
erished nation?

Whatever 1s our answer, we surely deserve
him. as much as we deserved Ramos (although
I question his ‘‘election’’) and Cory and
Marcos...

As Joseph de Maistre said, “‘Every coun-
try has the government it deserves,™

We Forum
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HEART DISEASES REMAIN Talbus therapy
MAJOR CAUSE OF DEATH

By PAUL ICAMINA

CARDIOVASCULAR diseases remain the
number one cause of death in the Philippines.

About one out of tour deaths in the coun-
try are traced to cardiovascular diseases,
according to the Department of Health (DOH).

Two out of 1,000 Filipino school children
suffer from congenital heart disease, reports
the DOH’s National Cardiovascular Disease
Prevention and Control Program. One out of
1,000 school children suffer from rheumatic
fever or rheumatic heart discase.

One out of 20 adults (40 years and older)
suffer from coronary or ischemic heart dis-
case. And one out of 10 adults (15 years and
older) suffer from hypertension or high blood
pressure. Five out of 100 adults suffer from
coronary artery disease.

Surveys made by the DOH show that
Central Luzon had the highest cases of car-
diovascular discases (225 per 100,000 popu-
lation). Metro Manila registered the highest
mortality rate (99 per 100,000) and Central
Mindanao post the lowest rate (16 per
100,000),

The prevalence of congenital heart disease
at birth is five per 1,000 livebirths. It de-
-clines rapidly as many of the cases die. At
age five years, the rate is about 1.5 per 1.000
and remains at 1.2 from age eight years and
older.

Rheumatic heart disease is essentially a
discase of children and young adults Cases
appear after the age of three years and in-
crease up to age 15 years at which age the
prevalence rate is two per 1,000 Therealter,
the prevalence declines as cases die.

The prevalence of hypertension nses rap-
idly from age 15 years and reaches a rate of
more 150 per 1,000, or 15 percent at age 50
years.

Cases of ischemic heart discasc usually
occur after the age of 25 years. Like hyper-
tension, the prevalence increases rapidly with
age. At 50 years, the rate reaches 20 per 1,000
or 2 percent.

According to DOH surveys, congenital and
rheumatic heart diseases affect males and
females more or less equally.

Hypertension and ischemic heart discase
affect the males more than the females. The
excess cases and deaths occur principally
among voung male adults aged 30 to 50 vears.
After menopause, the risk ol i1schemic heart
discase does not differ between the sexes.

Congenital heart defects are developmen-
tul malformations of heart structures that
produce an abnormal blood flow. It is by far
the most prevalent type of heart disease among
children, with approximately 1 percent of all
children born having the discase

Rheumatic heart disease is usually a dis-
ease ol children and is triggered by strepto-
coccal infection.

Ischemic heart disease occurs when symp-

toms of myocardial ischemia (deficiency of

blood supply to the heart muscles) are present
and persistent

When the arteries are obstructed or con-
stricted, the supply of oxygen in the coro-
nary arterial blood becomes inadequate to
provide for the oxygen demands of the hearl
Lack of blood supply causes deuth of the
alTected tissues (myocardial infarction). (Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

FOR several days running, my favorite busi-
ness daily has been documenting a situation
entirely new to my parochial perceptions. As
I understand it. despite enormous amounts of
money in the banking system and in the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas, the economy remains
sluggish, the business climate is cloudy if not
overcast. and the tigers who made things hum
like a taut guitar string have laid their heavy
weapons aside and are now ogling the for-
cign bathing beauties at Boracay.

Our gung ho! spirit, or whatever passed
for it during better times, seems to have gone
on vacation.

LER S 8 ]

What's happening to the country? Why can’t
we seem to get excited about the money-manu-
facturing opportunities said to be breaking out
like allergic rushes after a day of devouring
seufoods and green mangoes atl the beach?

Someone should have an answer. and it could
just as well be me.

I know of one venture that might help shake
us out of our lethargy. My proposal is simplic-
ity personified. Let us start producing immense
quantities of those savory vegetable greens we
know as the ordinary falbus (green plant shoots),

[he nutritional and the Ninancial lift we get
from starting a falbuy enterpnse would surely
rejuvenate us. It could get us back in the at race
we profess (o hate, but which we truly love

Let us start by pointing oul that vast sums
ol money are bemng spent today 1o make und
sell pills. tablets and medications desiened 1o
supply our bodies with all the vitamins and
minerals we need  Talbus production can reduce
these expenses by providing us the same nutri-
ents we are now absorbing rom pharmaceutical
shelves  Tlandled caretullv. this new enterprise
could alse deliver the momentum we need to
apen our eves Lo the other vpportunities we have
been passing by

Rk kN

Talbus ng kamoteng baging. kamoteng kahoy,
kalabasa. ampalava, savote, malunggay, kulitis
These are the more common plants in the hist
ol edible (and delicious) veeetables available to
us

“If we only had larger plantings of the
ordinary falbus or leafy vegetables, we could
muke highly nutntious foods available to our
people and slash millions out of our home budgets
for patent medications.””  nutritionist of the

BRANCH 81,

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
TO APPROVE THE WILL OF
HERMINIA L. RIVERA,

Deceased,

DRA. TERESITA R. SANCHEZ,
Petitioner.
SRR X

December 29, 1998, in Sta. Teresita Gen.
at the time of her deatn,

are as follows:
NAMES
1. Teresita R. Sanchez

AGES
legal age

Delia Rivera Centeno
Toyang Rivera dela Cruz
Dolores Rivera
Atty. Eleuterio Rivera
Amparo Rivera
., Eling Rivera Yap
8. Dindo Rivera legal
9, Mamlliano Rivera legal
that the said deceased left properties,

legal
lagal
legal
legal
legal
legal

age
age
age
age
age
age
age
age

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

QUEZON CITY

SP. PROC, Q-99-36950

0O RDER

A verified petition has been filed by petitianer alleging that Herminia L. Rivera died on
MHospital, Quezon City, which was her residence
leaving .a WILL; that petitioner Dra
the person named as sole Executrix of said will and has consented to act as such executrix;
that the names, ages and residences of the heirs, legatees and devisees of sald decedent,

Teresita R. Sanchez was

RESIDENCES

24 Mindanao St.,
Paranaque
Cabangon, Zambales

Cabangon, Zambales

Cabangon, Zambales

Concepcion, Tarlac

Cabangon, Zambales

San Narciso, Zambales

64 Dangay St., Proj. 7. Quezon City
Cabangon, Zambales

Marina East, Tambo,

both real and personal, with an approximate value
of P8,000,000.00, that letters testamentary are prayed for the atorementioned Dra. Teresita
R, Sanchez, who was named as sole Executrix in the Will; that a copy of the will has

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby given that the estate of
the late CAPT MOBO PATRICIO SR.. whao died
without leaving a will on August 29, 1998 at
UST Hospital, Manila, has been extrajudicially
settled among his heirs in a document entitled
“Extra Judicial Settlement of Estate and Con-
firmation of Appointment of Administrator’” and
entered into the notarial registry of Atty. Regene
C, Carrera

WE FORUM
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Department of Agriculture told me. *'They are
good to eat fresh at any time of the day or night.
Any surpluses could be canned, preserved, or
processed into pills or capsules for general use.
But this can't be done with mirrors. We need
to produce the raw materials first.”

The life-sustaining properties of many falbus-
type greens are astounding. The kalabasa or
squash contains phosphorus, calcium, iron and
a broad array of vitamins. So does the kuchal,
which some of us eat but do not recognize; the
fresh shoots of the versatile cashew or kasoy,
which is mixed with the chopped up tomatoes
we ecat with fried fish and roasted foods as
sawsawan (sauce).

Other potent sources of healthy nutrients are
found in the ordinary malunggay, whose young
tender fruits make a savory main course dish
when sauteed with the traditional ingredients
The malunggay leaves, as some housewives who
use it often will tell you. are standard food for
nursing mothers. Non-nursing fathers need them
too. The lowly kangkong, raised to new culi-
nary heights by gourmet restaurants, is found n
meat and fish dishes common to many tables

The kulitis, another local favorite, is described
bv botanist Dr. Eduardo Quisumbing as a *‘com-
mon weed found throughout the Philjppines.”
Its tender tops are sold in markets as spinach
Besides calcium and iron, it also packs Vita-
mins B and C and C/5. The talbus from sweet
potato varieties carry legions of nutrients in them;
they are invested with the standard iron, cal-
cium and phosphorus of related plants and are
also good sources of Vitamins A, B, C and G.
The new shoots of the revered ampalaya and the
sampaloc or tamarind remain as popular as ever
und for good reasons. They give the human body
substances that maintain and enhance health, The
tangy inner core of young mango stems is obtained
by peeling them off their slim stems, and cut-
ting them up to cat au naturel.

PEREE

So what do we do with all these fancy and
ordinary falbus shoots and vegetables once we
have gotten them?

I'd say the best start would be to do what
my DA aggie friend says is necessary: we must
cat some of the greens ourselves, so we can
enjoy better health and reduce our pill-buying
expenses. Next we should look for capable cooks
to process and/or preserve our surpluses. Then
| would look for a tie-up with a big drug firm
to sce il those vegetables can’t be converted
into pills, tablets or injectables. That's their
business, not ours,

If all this tacky falbus tinkering doesn't make
tigers out of our tmid tycoons, neither can a
new dollar loan. Anyone for a dish of saluyof
soup?

been delivered to this Honorable Court as ANNEX A"
thereof is in the possession and custody of herain patitioner
Finding the said petition to be sufficient In
that this petition shall be heard before this Court,
Quezon City on June 14,
all persons concerned may appear and show cause, if any,

Bldg., Elliptical Road, Diliman,
at which place, date and time
why this petition should not be granted

Let copies ol this Order be published at the expense of 0
three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in Quezon City to which
to be conducted

Likewisa, let copies of this proceedings be sarved upon the devisees and legatees as
appeating in the petition, the Office of the Solicitor General,
Quezon City

it may be assigned aller a ratfle

Office and the Bureau of Internal
IT IS SO ORDERED

Given in Chambers,

Revanue,

this 10th day of

WE
Apnil

FORUM

19, 26 & May 3, 1999

to this petition, and the original copy

form and substance, notice Is heraby given
located at B-19 and B-20 Hall of Justice
1999 at 8:30 o'clock in the morning

March,

the patitioner once a week for
in accordance with law.

the Quezon City Prosecutor's

1999 at Quezon City.

WENCESLAO |. AGNIR, JR,
Presiding Judge

(Sad.)
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THE Department of Agrar-
ian Reform (DAR) is further
diluting its token implemen-
tation of land reform in favor
of land monopolies.

This is the strong reaction
of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng
Pilipinas (KMP) to a recent
DAR decree legalizing in cer-
tain areas the processing of
applications for the conversion
of agricultural lands into non-
agricultural purposes.

Section 6 of the decree
assigns Priority Development
Areas for conversion, These are
the regional agro-industrial
centers, ccozones and tourism
“development arcas mentioned in
the Philippine Medium Term
Development Plan.

According to the Philippine
Peasant Institute (PP1), at least
300,000 hectares of agricultural
lands will be cleared for con-
version under the new Admin-
istrative Order. These lands are
already established in a network
of regional industrial centers.

The National Economic
Development Authority is also
proposing the allocation of more
than 170,000 hectares for the
Cagayan lligan Corridor on top
of 4,420 hectares it has already
set aside for the project. An-
other 10,476 hectares are be-
ing allocated for the North-
Western Quadrangle in the pro-
posed Luzon growth area.

Under the Administrative
Order, local government units
are given wide latitude in re-
classifying even irrigated lands
into housing blocks, the KMP
points out,

While the Administrative
Order classifies prime agricul-
tural lands and environmentally
critical areas as highly restricted
for conversion, it also '‘provides
enough leeway for developers
to convert agricultural lands,"
the PPI points out. *'If govern-
ment is serious in providing pro-

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that
the estate of the late
FELICITAS D. YANES who
died Intestate and without a
will on June 5, 1994 at the
United Doctors Medical Cen-
ter, Manila, have besn
extrajudicially settled among
her heirs as per Extrajudicial
Settlement of Estate bearing
Doc. No, 160, Page No. 33,
Book No, 622, Series of 1999
dnted April 16, 1988 executed
before Notary Public Jose S,
Padolina of Quezon City.

WE FORUM
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tection for these areas, they
should be declared as non-ne-
gotiable for conversion.'

KMP chair Rafael Mariano
said DAR hastily passed the
Administrative Order to legal-
ize the clandestine but highly
profitable applications for land
conversion that have piled up
since Malacafiang issued in
January a half-hearted directive
suspending conversions.’’

KMP chair Rafacl Mariano
said DAR hastily passed the Ad-
ministrative Order to legalize
the clandestine but highly prot-
itable applications for land con-
version that have piled up since
Malacafiang issued in January
a half-hearted directive suspend-
ing conversions.

““This 1s a license for a
reconcentration of land monopo-
lics by big landlords and mul-
tinational firms,”" Mariano says.

“The rules as set in the
Administrative Order provide
the means to facilitate the pro-
cess of getting approval for land
conversions,”’ says Romeo
Royandoyan, PPI executive
director. *'It also provides the
framework for different parties
to rationalize and expedite their
conversion application."’

Mariano says that the DAR
Administrative Order will fur-
ther unmask the vaunted food
security posture of President
Estrada as a sham and heighten
the resolve of the peasantry to
fight for genuine land reform.

Mariano says the areas cata-
logued under the Administra-
tive Order do not need Envi-
ronmental Clearance Certifi-
cates (ECC) from the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources. This provision
alone threatens thousands of
peasants of being evicted from

their farmlands, such as the
10,000 residents of the 8,600~
hectare Hacienda Looc, Mariano
says.

Since 1995, according to the
KMP, these farmers have been
running legal battles with the
real estate giants Fil-Estate and
Manila Southcoast Development
Corp. The farmers are fighting
plans to convert what they say
are their lands covered with
agrarian reform patents. The
lands have been tagged as tour-
ist development areas and will
be converted into golf courses
and beach resorts,

In December 23, 1998
Morales also signed Adminis-
trative Order No. 9, or *‘Rules
and Regulations on the Acqui-
sition, Valuation, Compensation
and Distribution of Deferred
Commercial Farms.''

It details so-called Joint
Venture Arrangements that in-
clude contract growing; lease
arrangements, management
contracts; and build-operate-
transfer schemes. The consent
of all agrarian reform benefi-
ciaries is required for former
landlords to enter into joint
ventures with former tenants,

But, says Mariano, ‘it is an
imposed arrangement. There are
no other options for farmers but
to agree because they have no
right of first refusal according
to the DAR Order.'" Landlords
have the right of first refusal
to enter into alternative venture
arrangements with agrarian re-
form beneficiaries.

‘It opens the floodgates for
big landowners to adapt the
same schemes, violating the
spirit of land reform that should
involve the actual transfer of
land,’”” Mariano says. (MNC
Agri News Service)

PARANAQUE CITY
HERAMOGENES P. BUAN,

marriage contract,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Parafiaque City
Branch 257

PETITION FOR CORRECTION

OF ENTRIES “IN THE RECORDS
OF THE CIVIL REGISTRY OF

Petitioner,

#

VISIT OF FARMERS AND MEDIA AT BIOTECH: Dr. Reynaldo Ebora, deputy director of the
National Institute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (BIOTECH) of the University of the
Philippines Los Bafios (UPLB) guides farmer-leaders and media in a tour of BIOTECH laboratories
housing different equipment used in their studies. The visit of farmers and media to UPLB-
BIOTECH forms part of the Multi-Sectord] Conference on Biotechnology held recently at the
Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and Development
(DOST-PCARRD). (J.C. Jara; S&T Media Service)

PROSEA PRESENTS BOOKS FOR DOST SECRETARY: Officials of the Plant Resources of
South-East Asia (PROSEA) recently made a courtesy call to the newly appointed Secretary of
Department of Science and Technology (DOST), Dr. Filemon Uriarte, Jr. Photo shows Prof. A.
Soegiarto, Indonesia Institute of Sciences handing over the copies of the latest volumes of PROSEA
Handbook to Secretary Uriarte. Also in photo are other PROSEA officials namely (Fr) Dr. J.
Kartasubrata of PROSEA Network Office; Dr. M. Razak of the Forest Research Institute of
Malaysia; Dr. J. Siemonsma of the Wageningen Agricultural University; and Dr. B. del Rosario,
PROSEA-Country Philippines and Officer-in-Charge of the Department of Science and Technology-
Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and Development
(DOST-PCARRD). Partly hidden is Dr. E. Philip of PROSEA-Malaysia. The eight volumes of the
Handbook given to Secretary Uriarte are also available in CD-ROM. (S&T Media Services)

SP Proc Case No, 99-011

=X

ORDER

This refers to a verified petition filed by petitioner,
Hermogenes P. Buan, thru counsel, praying that after due
notice, publication and hearing, judgment be rendered di-
recting the Local Civil Registrar of Parafiaque City and the
National Census and Statistics Office to affact the correc-
tion of his name from GENER to HERMOGENES and his
wife's age, from 21 years old to 18 years old In their

Petitioner alleges that he is married to Rosemarle C. Ahumada on February 3, 1987 at
the Philippine Christian Catholic Church, Inc., Parafiaque City; that he used the name '‘Gener’’
instead of his correct name '‘Hermogenes'” which is the name recorded in his Certificate
of Live Birth; that his wife who was born on February 7, 1967 was 19 years old, not 21
years old at the time of their marriage on February 3, 1987. Hence, petitioner prays that
said errors in the marriage contract be corrected.

The petition is set for hearing on May 10, 1999 at 8:30 o'clock in the mogning. Any
interested person may file a written opposition to the petition with this Court, stating the
ground thereof on or before the wforesaid date and time.

Let copy of this Order together with a copy of the petition be served-personally to the
Local Civil Registrar of Parafagque City and to the National Census and Statistics Office,
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila and the Office of the Solicitor Ganeral.

Further, let copy of this Order be published once a week for thres (3) consecutive weeks
in a newspaper of general circulation In Metro Manila at the expense of the petitioner,

SO ORDERED.

Parafiaque City, Metro Manila, March 10, 1899,

(Sgd.) ROLANDO G, HOW
Judpge
WE FORUM
April 26, May 3 & 10, 1998
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NOTICES

MAY 3-9, 1999

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURTY
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 121.CALOOCAN OTY

RE: PETITION FOR
NATURAUZATION
MAT. CASE NOD. C40
ALEXAMDER L. CHUA,
AKA. Chus Hua Yang,
Putitioner,

Hus Yong”, a Chinme citizes;

2. That his present place of revidence in No. 3
Diamend Road, Kalooksn Induitrid Subd., Byy. Kaybips,
Kalooksn City, Matro Manils;

: That his former ploces of residmce were:

155 P, Manale Strest, Sen Jusn, Rued:
80 Mendaz St., Boesn, Quezon (ity;

20 Finence St., Project B, Ouazen City;
37 Melantic 1., Maksti, Metre Mamla,

4. That he was borm on March 20, 1960 in
Manila, Phlppines;

FOURTH_AMENDED NOTICE OF HEARING

A vrified patition having boen filed by petitioner avemng smong
others that his full name iz ALEXANDER L. CHUA, nk.s. “Chus Hua
Yang," a Chinese citizen; that his presert place of residence in No. 3
Dismond Resd, Caloocan Indurtrisl Subdiwrion, Barsngay Kaybga, Caloo can
City; thel he is mamied to Josslina Lisw Tem, a Fikipine otizws, bom
in Mands, 34 yesrs old; he is o (uther of thres (3) childrwn and the
names, vex, date and place of birth of sach of his childrea, sl whom
have the xams residence a1 harsin petitionsr, are: Jacyn Andrsa Tun
Chos, femals, born on December 12, 1987 st Metropolitan Heupitel,
Manils; Alaxander Ten Chus, Ji., male, born on September 17, 1989 at

5. That he in maried to Josefine Liaw Tan, &
Filigine citiven, born m Manila, 34 ysars old, snd o {ather
of thres {3} childon;

6. That the names, sex, dute and place of birth of sach of his childran,
afl of whom have the same residence as harem petitioner; we as fellows,
1o wit:

a) Jaclyn Andrea Ten Chus, Femals, bom on Decomber 12, 1887
at Matropelitan Hospital, Manils, Philippmes;

b) Alexsnder Tan Chua, Jr., Male, born on Seplember 17, 1888
st Metropelitan Hospital, Mands, Phiipps

¢} Abxs Ten Chus, Male, born on November 7, 1992 a1 Metro-
pointan Heowpitel, Mansle, Phippmes.

7. That ha was born in the Phiippmes on March 20, 1860 and has
renided i ly in the Philipp for not less then thirty {30) years

Metropolitan Hospitel, Manils; Alexis Tan Chua, born on November 7,
1892, st Matropolitan Hespital, Manila; that petitionsr was born on
March 20, 1960 and has resided conti ly in the Philippines for not
lusy than thirty (30) years immediatoly proceding the dste of this pe-
titian, to wit: st No. 3 Diamend Road, Culoocan Industrial Subdivision,
Barmgay Kaybigs, Caloscan City, at No. 155 P. Manalo 51, San Juan
Rizel: t No. 80 Mendez Street Basss, Ouazon City; st No. 20 Finance
81., Makati City; that petitionsr spsaks snd writes English and Tagalog:
that his trade or profestion is 8 Manager of Alchy Enterp wnd from
which ba derives sn average income of P300,000.00 sanually; that he
has sufficient investmant snd cash with banking institutions m the mnsmum
amount of Twe Milion Peson (P2,000,000.00); that he has eorelied his
minor chidren of achool ape in the schools recogmied by the gavem:
men!, whare Philippne hintory, govemment and cwes are tsaght at part
ol the school cumiculum, said anroliment having latted dunng the entwae
paried of ha roguired resd m the Phlipp that he bolwves in
the princple undedymg the Philippine Constitution; i of geod morsl
charactor and had conducted himssil in a proper and imeproschabls man
ner during the entiwe fariod of his residmcs i the Philippines in his
relations with the constituted government as well ss with the commu.
nity in which he lives; has mingled socially with Filipinos snd has svinced
» geouing desive to lmin and embrace the customs, traditions and idenls
of the Fiipinas; that ha hay all the qualifications required under Section
2, and none of the disgualifications under Section 4 of Commonwaealth
Act No. 473; that he it not d to erg d g t oo alfili:
sted with any sssociation of group of persons who uphold and tesch
doctrine opposing all ergenized g t: that ha doas not defend or
tench the necessity or propriety of violence, personal sssaull, o1 assas
sinstion for the success ard predommance of men's ideas; that he 13
not & polygamist or & beliover in polygemy of in the practice of po
Iygamy; that he has never bemn convicted of any cnims mvohang moral
turpitude; that he has not been suffering from mental sh or b

Siadad I

p the date of this pefition, 1o wit:
#) At No. 3 Dismond Road, Ksleakan Industrial Subdivivi
Kaybig, Kalooksn City, Metro Manils;
b) At No. 155 P = Mensle Street, Sen Jusn, Rial;
¢ At No. B0 Mendaz Street, Beera, Ouezen City;
dl At Mo. 20 Finance Strest, Project 8, Ouston City;
o) At Melaatic Strost, Maketi, Matro Manils;

8. That he spesks and writes English and Tagalog;

9. That hiz trade or prolession it & Manager st Alchy Enterprises,
and from which ha derives an average annual incame o P300,000.00;

10. That he has sulficient investments and cash with banking insti-
tutions in the menimum smount of TWD MILLION PESDE (P2,000,000.00);

11, That e has svolled his mings childran of school age in the following
schooly recognized by the Governmani, where Philippine history, govem-
mant and civica we taught s part of the school cumiculum, taid anroliment
Nhaving lssted during the entire pesied ol his required residenca in tha Phi-
ippines;

12. That he belisves i the principles underlying the Phidippma Con-
stitution; is of good moral character and had conducted himealf in a proper
and irreproachable manner during the entire poriod of his residonce in the
Philip in his relations with the d g ot os woll ay with
ths community in which he lives: has mingled socislly with Filipmos, ad
has avinced & ganune desire to lsam and smbrace the curtoms, traditions,
and ideals of the Filipmos;

13, That he has all the quaifications required under Section 2, snd
none of the disqualifications under Section 4 of Commanwasalth Act No.
a1y

14. That he 15 not apposed to org d g of slfiliated with
any sssocition or group af persans who uphald and teach doctrne oppoting
all organized governmant; that he does not delend or teach the necensity
or propriety of vielence, parsonal aassult, or astassination for the success

Bay.

contagious diseases and that he ix not & atiren or subject of a nation
at war with tha Phiippines; that it iz his mtention in good fwith o
becoma » citizen of the Phiippnes and to 1 bsohutely and forever
all allsgiance and fidelity to any foreign tate of soversignty, if this
putition iz granted snd particulady the Republic of China, of which at
this time he is » ctizen or subject and that he wil reside |

and pred of man's ideas; that he is not u polygamist or o believer
in polygamy of m the practice of polygamy; that he has never bean convicied
of sny crima involving moral turpitude; that he is not sulfaring from mental
i of bls contagicus & : and that he is not a citiren
or subject of & nation nt war with the Phiippines; .
15. That it it his intention in good (aith to becoms a citizen of the
Phiippines snd to buolytely and forever all alegisnce snd fide-

in tha Philippines from the date of the filing ol this petition up to the
tima of his admission to Philippines Citizenship; that he it exempt from
tha filing of declaration of Intention under Section 6 of Commonwaealth
Act No. 473 having bosn bom in the Phiippimes, has received his primary
wnd secandary education m schools recogized by the § and

ity to any forsign ttate or voversignty, il this petition i pranted, wod
porticulsrly to the Republic of China, of which st this time he is » citiren
or subject and thal ha will reside continuously in tha Philippines from the
date of the filing of thix petition up to the time of his sdmixsion to Philippine

ot fimited 1o sny race of nationality and continuously resided in the
Philippines since birth for st least thirty (30) ysass befers ling this
patition snd that he has given primary sducstion to all his childran in
the schoolt recognized by the government and not limited to any race
ot nationality; that ha has not heretefors made pefition for crtizenthip
1o sny Courl.

Finding the petition 1o be sufficient in lorm and substance the rame
is heraby sot for hearing on JANUARY 28, 2000, at wxacily 8:30 o'dock
in the moming, in the sals of this Court, located at the 4th Floor of
Awdlio Building, 8th Avenue, Grace Park, Caloocan City. at which tima,
date and place, oll pwtons intarested are ordered to show coure il any
they have why petition should net be granted.

Lot copy of this Fourth Amended Notice of Hearing together with
the potition ba published st the Official Gazetis snd in & newipsper of
genaral crculation once & week for thve (3) conmacudive wasks al tha
srpense ol the pelilionw

Let copies of thin Fourth Amended Wotica af Heating be posted by
the Sherdl of this Court i thres [3) compicuous places in Caloocan
City, i the sxpensa of the petitions

Furnivh copy of this Fourth Amanded Notics of Heanng and of the
petition the Otfice ol the Sohicter General wnd the Prosecutor’s Difice
ol Caloocan City o

§0 ORDERED. i

Caloocan City, March 25, 1989

|Sgd.) ADORACION G. ANGELES
Prasiding Judge

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 121, KALODKAN CITY

RE: PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
ALEXANDER L. CHUA,
(A KA. Chua Hua Yanp)
Patitioner, CASE NO, C-40

K

PETITION

COMES NOW the petitioner, snd unto this Honorablo Court, respectiully
avees;
1. That petitiones’s full nama i Alsendi L, Chus, sks. “Chus

16. That he is exempt {rom tha filing of Daclaration of Intention under
Section 6 of Commonwsaith Act No. 473 having been born in the Phi-
wppines, bas recaived hus pnmary mnd dary sducation in schools recognized
by the Govemnmeni snd not limited ta any race af natonality, and cos
tinuously residod i the Phiippines since birth for at least thirly (3) yeaen
before fding this pelition and that he hus given primary education to ol
his childran i the scheols recognized by the Government snd not limited
fo sny race o nationakty.

17. That he has net haretolors mads petition for cilzmahip to sy
court;

18, That Raoul Esperas, of legel age und Victoria L. Ten, Rkowiss
of legal age, retiding st 89 K-4th, Ksmuning, Quazen City, wnd Na. 1 Jey
$1,, Gracw Village, Ouezon City, respectively, whe are Filipine citizens, will
appaar and testily w his witnesees ol the hearing of the heten petition;

19, That attached hereto and made integral parts of this petition sm:
(a) Affidavit of witnessas (Annax “'A"): (b) potitioner's certificate of Live
Bieth (Annex “B”): [c) two photographs of patitionsr, duly sutographed end
signed (Annuxes “C" wnd “C17); (d] Immigrant Cortificate of Reaidence
[Anpax "'D"),

WHEREFORE, yow putitionas prays that he be admitted u otiren of
tha Philippinos

Dated 1 Knlooksn City thin 15th day ol December, 1996,

(Sgd.) ALEXANDER L. CHUA

(Aks "Chan Hus Yang“)

No. 3 Dimmond Road

Kelookun Industiial  Subdivision
Knybigs, Kalookun City, Metro Manila

CERTIFICATION

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES |
] 835.

I, ALEXANDER L. CHUA, sd s CHUA HUA YANG LIM, of logal uge,
and rexiding =t No. 3 Dismand Road, Kulookun Indusinal Subd., Kaybige,
Kalookan City, slte baing duly awom hersby depose snd way that:

1.1 am tha spplicant in the shove-entitled Patition for Naturalization;

7.1 have road tha feregoing Petition wnd certily that the contents
thareol sia trus snd comect of my awn knowledge

In witnexs whaeel, | nign thess presents this 15th day of December
1996 a1 Kalookan City

(Sgd.) ALEXANDER L. CHUA
Affinnt

SUBSCRIBED AND EWORM 1o befora me » Netary Public for and in
MAKATI CITY this FEB 21, 1887, Affisnt sxhibited 1o ma hin Community
Cortificats Mumber PPOT48124 ixsued on 04.08.87 si Manils.

(Sgd.) CECILIA PEREZ-TEPACE
NOTARY PUBULIC
UNTIL DECEMBER-31, 1898
PTR 8884739 1.3-87 MAKATI
TIN 148-315-166

Doc. No. 200
Page No. 40
Book No. VI
Seies of 1897

ANNEX "A"
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES | >
] 88,

AFFIDAVIT OF WITNESSES

Raeu C. Experas, rmiding ot FB9 K-4th, Kamuning, Oueron City; and
Ms. Victoria L. Tan, residing ot NO > | Joy §1., Grace Village, Quszon City;
both of legal age and Filipine Gtizens, and ssch baing veversily, duly, sad
rmpactively awom, deposes and vays:

That he has parsensily known and has been scquainted in the Phi
wpnes with Alcxsnder Chua 2.k.a, Chua Hua Yang, the spphicant for sdmistion
for Philippine citirenship, since for ol least ten yean;

That to his pweonal knowledge, the petiti Alexander Chun ak.s.
Chus Huw Yang has resided i the Philippi : Iy proceding the
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date of filing his putition, of which this affidawt iv » part, to wit, siece
that date lust tioned, snd st i y vince his harth;

That he has persensd kmowledge that the petitionsr i snd during
all wuch pariods har bem & parson of good repute, snd merally im
pronchable, atiached to the principh derlying the Phifippine Cameti-
tution, snd well disposed to the geed order and happinest of the Phi-
ippmex; and that in hiv spinion, the petitionsr has il the qualifications
nacessary te become u citizen of the Philippines and iz pot in say way
dirquakifind under the provinom of Commenwashh Act No. 473, sr smended

(Sgd.) RADUL C, ESPERAS (Sgd.) VICTORIA L. TAN
[Affimnts)
CTC Ne. 13360006-0

Istued at Ouezen City |

On February 28, 1996

CTC Me. 13318602
sruod ot Qoszon City
On March 4, 1596

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to befors ma this Feb. 21, 1997 in
Makati City, sifiants axhibiting to me their Community Tax Cortificates
listed under their respective names.

(Sgd.) CECILIA PEREZ-TEPACE
NOTARY PUBLIC

UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 1898

PTR 8884738 1.3-97 MAKATI
TIN 148-215-168

Doc. No. 199
Page No. 40
Book Neo. VI
Swies of 1997
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ACID RAIN IS A GROWING
PROBLEM IN ASIA -- WRI

ACID rain is a growing
problem in Asia, with sulfur
dioxide emissions expected to
triple by 2010 if current trends
continue,

‘“Although there has been
progress recently in tackling
air and water pollution prob-
lems in some countries, many
negative trends, such as the
loss of tropical forests and the
buildup of greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere, continue
unabated,’’ says the World
Resources Institute (WRI).

Global energy use, which
has increase nearly 70 percent
since 1971, is projected to
increase at more than 2 per-
cent annually for the next 15
years.

This increase will bring
more energy services such as
refrigeration and transporta-
tion to people but will raise

greenhouse gas emissions

about 50 percent higher than
current levels.

This is true, unless a con-
certed effort takes place to
increase energy cificiency and
move away from today’s
heavy reliance on fossil fu-
_els, according to the WRI in
a report.

“The low price and famil-
iarity of fossil fuels work
against the switch ‘to renew-
able energy sources, such as
wind, solar, geothermal, hy-
dro, and others, but these
clean energy sources are
nonetheless undergoing con-
siderable expansion and tech-
nical progress,’” it says.

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

Nations have cut consump-
tion of ozone-depleting sub-
stances some 70 percent since
1987, demonstrating that they
can work together to address
an environmental crisis, such
as the depletion of the strato-
spheric ozone layer.

However, the ozone layer
is still not safe. Phascout of
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)
and other ozone-destroying
chemicals is not complete, and
a significant black market
illegal CFCs has sprung up,
endangering some of the gains
already made,

Consumption of natural
resources by modern indus-
trial economies remains very
high -- in the range of 45 to
85 metric tons per person
annually when all materials
(including soil erosion. min-
ing wastes, and other ancil-
lary materials) are counted

It currently requies about
300 kilograms of natural re-
sources to generate USS100
ol income in the world’s most
advanced economies. Given
the size of these economies,
this volume of materials rep-
resents a truly massive scale
of environmental alteration.

For this reason, WRI says,
extending this kind of resource-
intensive economic model to
developing nations as is now
occurring around the world is
not environmentally viable.

In the passt 50 years, ex-
cess nitrogen, principally from
fertilizers, human sewage, and
the burning of fossil fuels, has

OF JOSEPHINE A. BELLIN,

MARISSA A. BELLIN,
Petitioner,

svidences,

SO ORDERED.

WE FORUM

Republic of the Phllippines
Fourth Judiclal Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Branch 80, Morong, Rizal

IN RE: PETITION FOR CORRECTION
OF ENTRY IN THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE

This is a petition for correction of entry in the Birth
Certificate of JOSEPHINE A, BELLIN in the Local Civil Registry
of Jalajala, Rizal, praying for a Judgment to be rendered
ordering respondent Local Civil Registrar of Jalajala, Rizal
to correct her surname by cancelling the surname Bslleza
and to enter the surname Bellin. -

Notice is hereby given that this petition shall be heard
by this Court on June 2, 1999 at B:30 o'clock in the
morning sitting at New Justice Hall, Morong, Rizal, at which
date and time the Patitioner shall formally submit her

Patitioner shall publish this Order for Three (3) consecu-
tive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation,

Parties opposed to the granting of the petition must file
their written opposition furnishing a copy to the petitioner
and to appear at the scheduled hearing set herein,

Morong, Rizal, April 14, 1999,

April 26, May 3 & 10, 1999

SP. PROC. NO. 281-M

|Sgd.] REYNALDO G. ROS
Judge

begun to overwhelm the global
nitrogen cycle, with a range of
ill effects ranging from reduced
soil fertility to eutrophication
in lakes, rivers and coastal
estuaries. .

The amount of biologically
available (‘‘fixed'') mitrogen
may double over the next 25
years, increasing the current
eXcess.

Deforestation continues to
shrink and degrade world for-
ests, with deforestation rates in
most countries surveyed increas-
ing from 1990 to 1995 despite
a surge. of public awareness
about the loss of forests, espe-
cially in the tropics.

Deforestation in the Ama-
zon doubled from 1994 to 1995
before declining in 1996, and
forest fires in both Indonesia
and the Amazon took a heavy
toll in 1997. The world has lost
half its forests over the past
8,000 years through conversion
to farms, pastures, and human
settlements or commercial sites.

(MNC)

GLOBAL WARMING: Example of large-scale disruption.

TROUBLING TRENDS FOR ENVIRONMENT

TROUBLING trends are
seen for the global environ-
ment.

““On the surface, they paint
a troubling picture of the
future, with many critical
environmental indicators con-
tinuing to decline at their
current pace or at increasing
speed,”’ says the World Re-
sources Institute (WRI).

Although global food sup-
ply and economic growth
appear robust in the short
term, such accumulating en-
vironmental harm ultimately
puts at risk the ecosystems and
environmental processes such
as climate that form the basis
of human health and well-
being.”’

Yet, WR} says, interpret-
ing enviroAmental trends re-
quires care. Environmental
threats are not always com-
parable or additive, since they
differ greatly in terms of scale,
eflect, and the time frame in
which they act, from the lo-
cal and immediate threals of
overfishing or deforestation,
to long-acting and g]obnl-s'cnlc
threats such as climate change.

Overall, the trends support
some important conclusions,
WRI says. First, changes to
natural ecosystems arc occur-
ring on a larger scale than ever
before, involving entire land-
SC[IPCS.

Such large-scale landscape
changes -- through defores-
tation, cxpansion of agricul-
tural land, and urban and
suburban growth -- will likely

dictate the physical condition
and extent of fterrestrial eco-
systems in the next several
decades.

scale disruption of natural
ccosystems, agriculture, and
human settlements due to
changes in rainfall and tem-

WORLD-WIDE CLITMATE,

TANDSCAPE CHANGES

SERIOUS THREAT

TO ‘MANKITND

Progressive fragmentation
of the world’s remaining for-
est blocks; buildup in coastal
areas; and the spread of cit-
ies, suburbs, and attendant
roads and infrastructure over
once-rural tracts will do much
to degrade the habitat and
watershed values of these
areas.

Second, the very scale of
these landscape-level changes,
as well as the increasing in-
tensity of industrial and ag-
ricultural processes, are induc-
ing changes in the global
systems and cycles -- such as
the atmosphere and the nitro-
gen cyele - the underpin the
functioning ol ecosystems.

These changes in what can
be called the “‘global com-
mons’’ represent long-lerm
environmental threats of a
profound and far-reaching
nature, WRI says.

Global warming from the
buildup of greenhouse gases
is the best-known example,
with the potential for large-

perature patterns and rising sca
levels.

Disruption of the global
nitrogen cycle through exten-
sive use of fertilizers, the
burning of fossil fuels, and
other activities also has the
potential to change the struc-
ture and composition of ter-
restrial and aquatic ecosys-
tems:

Third, threats to bio-diver- .

sity from all sources are
quickly reaching a critical
level that may precipitate
widespread changes in the

number and distribution of

species, as well as the func-
tioning ol eccosystems.

Current extinction rates are
100 to 1,000 times higher than
prehuman levels, and pro-
jected losses of habitat from
land conversion, as well as
increasing competition from
nonnative specics, will prob-

* ably push this rate higher still.

““Even as these trends
indicate the environmental
challenges ahead, it is impor-
tant to remember that they can
be modified with human re-
solve,”” WRI says.

. “‘Already, the transition to
mote environmentally benign
ways of growing food, pro-
ducing goods and services,
managing watersheds, and
accommodating urban growth
has begun in many far-sighted
communities and companies.”’

How fast this transition to
more “‘sustainable’’ forms of
production and environmen-
tal management will proceed,
and whether it can effectively
mitigate the effects of large-
scale environmental change,
is the real question, WRI says.

« MNC Environment,
Science and Technology
News Service
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“YOYOQ' FISH
Part of Ifugao
rice culture

By PAUL ICAMINA

F

- MAY3-9,1999

IANGAN, Ifugao -- The famous Ifugao
rice terraces are more than just rice
farms. They are, in fact, a rice-and-fish

farming system.

And the dojo (pronounced ‘‘yoyo’') fish is a testa-
ment to this. The rare and diminutive freshwater fish
is a delicacy, highly sought, and an essential ingredient
of Ifugao cuisine.

The dojo (Misgurnus anguillacaudatus) is also known
as the Japanese loach. It was introduced by Japanese
troops during World War IL And it is still popular in
the provinces of Ifugao, Benguet, Mountain Province,
Kalinga-Apayao and Abra.
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WAS THE DECISION TO PRIVATIZE
MWSS OPERATIONS JUSTIFIABLE?

By NICK REBONG

AS the decision to private the operations

of the Metropolitan Waterworks and

Sewerage System (MWSS) justifiable?

This question comes to the fore almost 21 months
after the MWSS was finally turned over to the two

private contractors that won the rights to act as
water concessionaires. The Maynilad Water
Services Inc. and the Manila Water Co., which
were awarded 25-year franchises, are expected to
improve and expand the system.
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IFUGAO RICE TERRACES: Breath-taking.

At present, the Ifugao Terraces Commission (ITC) is
| popularizing the cultivation of the dojo not only as a supple-
mentary source of protein but as an important part of the
Ifugao rice culture.

““It is rare because the dojo population is dwindling,"’
says Juan Dait, head of the ITC. ‘“But we are propagating
it so it will remain a unique part of the local rice-fish
culture. Most people think only of the terraces as rice
farms but fish such as the dojo and hito is also very much
an indispensable part of the farming system, especially in
these mountains that are far from the sea.”

Indeed, a water depth of 25 to 30 centimeters is
maintained in the rice terraces for the purpose of culti-
vating the dojo. It is also one of the reasons why Ifugao
farmers do not use chemical fertilizers in rice cultivation.

The dojo has adapted to the particular ecosystem of
the Ifugao rice terraces. The fish, in fact, is hard to catch
because of its very nature as a survivor in adverse envi-
ronments -- it burrows in soft mud.

An accessory breathing organ is used during dry sea-
sons when the dojo is buried in mud or moist earth where
it remains inactive over prolonged periods. When the wet
season comes, the dojo wriggles free.

It is usually harvested by draining the water in the
terraces or with the use of bamboo fish '‘pots'’ called
““bubo’’ baited with cooked rice, boiled camote and mixed
with rice bran. Farmers, on average, harvest around 380
kilos of dojo per hectare in rice-fish culture.

The dojo is sold at P50 per 300-milliliter tin can con-
taining about S0 pieces. At maturity, its sleek body mea-
sures 12 to 20 centimeters long with an average diameter
of around 2 centimeters. >

The dojo is cultured during the rainy-months of Au-
gust-September, Here in the rice-fish farms of Ifugao, the
water is fertilized with pig manure mixed with liay com-
post or sunflower tops.

In the Cordilleras, the dojo spawns from May to August,
About 10,000 eggs are produced by a single female. The males
are distinguished from the females by the presence of a bone-
like protuberance in the pectoral fin, which is used for mating.

The eggs are fertilized in the water and adhere to the
stalks of rice plants. Under normal field conditions (with an
average temperature of 25 degrees Centigrade), the eggs hateh
after 20 to 50 hours,

With its slender body, the dojo looks Hke an eel but for
its bright color and the presence of short feclers or barbels
around its oval-shaped mouth,

The dojo feeds on detritus, as well as on small aquatic
organisms such as plankton (copepods and rotifers), earth-
worms, snails, insects and the larvae of various insects. (MNC)

“*In the light of the cur-
rent situation, it is logical
for some constituents to
question the reasonableness
of privatizing water ser-
vices," " according to Alan
S. German, executive direc-
tor of the SUMMIT Re-
search and Consultancy
Inc., a private think tank.

German noted, in a pa-
per titled Water; Too Big
a Problem, that at present
only two-thirds of the popu-
lation of Manila has access
1o a piped water supply, and
only 11 percent are con-
nected to the sewerage
network.

Moreover, he said, more
than 56 percent of the wa-
ter is estimated to be lost
through leakages or theft.

German pointed out that
certain factors must be con-
sidered thoroughly before
the MWSS privatization
can be knocked down, and
foremost owm the list is the
fact that the concessionaires
have barely gotten their feet
wel, so to speak, in the
business of providing wa-
ter,

They have less than |
percent of the allotted con-
tract period under their
belts, and it is understand-
able for any company to
experience start-up difficul-
ties.

“*Furthermore, if we ex-
amine the trends of other
Southeast Asian cities that
undertook the same strat-
cegy -- Bogor, Indonesia;
and Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia -- it is evident that
dramatic improvements

usually occur in three to
four years™ time.”" he said.

In this period, German
explained, it is likely that
several apparent results will
emerge from the MWSS
privatization.

One of these is a sturdy
increase in the sector’s
gross valuec-added eco-
nomic contribution. This is
likely because private
management follows a stan-
dard of operations that
requires far less bureau-
cracy than the government.

In an industry where
large materials and equip-
ment procurements are an
everyday occurrence, the
absence of approving gov-
ernment agencies and req-
uisition procedures will
dramatically speed up the
tempo of commercial activ-
ity.

Another is more capital
for the government. The
government allots a signifi-
cant portion of its budget
to water services. Aside
from the proceeds of the
initial bid, the government
now has a helping hand to
improve its fiscal position

Just recently, the two
consortia shouldered huge
capital expenditure require-
ments to rehabilitate water
facilities and expand wa-
ter line networks. This frees
up much-needed public re-
sources to improve other
services like housing and
food securily,

Sull another is active
participation from a greater
number of people. Privati-
zation is a way for manag-

ers and employees of the
concessionaires to gain
partial  proprictorship
through stock options and
employee benefits.

This motivates employ-
ces to seck ways to con-
stantly improve their com-
pany, which in turn builds
an atmosphere of produc-
tivity.

German stressed, how-
ever, that despite all the ad-
vantages of privatization,
the government still has to
be wary of certain factors
that can negatively affect
the arrangement. After all,
the same problems that

hound public utilities -- cor-
ruption, political sensitiv-
ity and non-sticky prices -
- affect private ones too
He also said that the
terms of the agreement
should be made binding and
not subject to policy
changes in the government.
While the contractors
have a long-term charter of
25 years, national and lo-
cal officials do not last that
long. Strategies may be
altered in the middle of the
ballgame, and this may

.weigh heavily on the con-

sumers. (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentaries)
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WATER: Questions on privatization.
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