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AS THE CHRISTIAN

s HOLY WEEK
THE SACRIFICE AND

CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST,

NATO BROADENS ITS ‘; IOLENCE
ATTACK ON MILITARY

TARGETS IN KOSOVO,
INCREASING ASSAULTS
ON ETHNIC ALBANIA.

e An editorial report by
ERIC S. GIRON

URBAN HEALTH
CARE WOES ﬁ

—

HOLY WEEK GORE: A penitent is whipped during a reenactment of Christ’s passion, a common practice during the
Lenten season (We Forum file photo).




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms P>~
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomg_remited to the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities to thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms, Filipiro school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.
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Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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By ERIC S. GIRON
O WEEK is charged with more symbolical

significance

than

Holy Week

commemorated the world over since that
remote Sunday in the year 30 when Jesus of
Nazareth entered the Golden Gate of Jerusalem
on a humble ass. His disciples and onlookers
strewed the way or waved branches of the olive

for peace and the palm

Caravans of the pious
crowded the route, every
house in the city was crammed
full of guests, as all roads led
to the temple of the true God
at Jerusalem. Herod Antipas
arrived from Galilee, the
Roman procurator Pontius
Pilate from Cesarca on the
coast, and installed himself
and his wife at the Tower of
Apolonia fortress.

Above the vociferous
crowd’s turmoil and the bleat-
ing of thousands of sheep rose
the sound of Hosannas
chanted ““for the son of David,
who comes in the name of the
Lord.”” The Pharisees who
hated the Sadducces and both
who hated the Herodians made
one common cause against the
agitator Jesus, who dirccted
his wrath at the hypocrisy and
cruelty of the scribes and
Pharisces.

More than 2.000 years
today from that first Palm
Sunday in the Holy Land,
anarchy is setting in at Kosovo
as armed Serbs roaming the
streets massacre ethnic Alba-
nians, loot and burn shops and
cafes as North Atlantic Treaty
Organization planes taking off
from bases in Italy rain down
bombs of death on the capi-
tal city of Pristina.

Three night air raids were
followed by a fourth daylight
assault while Serbian police
killed three people, wounded
ten in two western Kosovo
towns. The army executed 30
civilians -- women, children,
old people - and burned down
their houses in Suva Reka.

Yugoslave President
Slobodan Milosevic reported
the Serbs had shot down eight
allied aircraft but the first clear
evidence on Serbian television
was the tangled, burning
wreckage of a US F-117A
Stealth aircraft shot down in
Budjanovei village northwest
of Belgrade.

After the downing, air raid
sirens sounded the all-clear in
Belgrade where residents had
been on alert for more than
ten hours. But minutes later,
missiles struck again around
Cacak Serbian town housing
a military factory. NATO
planes pounded a large air
force base in Batajnica. Warn-
ing sirens sounded in
Podgorica, capital of
Montenegro which, with
Serbia, makes up Yugoslavia.

for victory.

A 600-year-old Serbian Or-
thodox monastery in
Gracanica was damaged.

Altogether, NATO had hit
seven airports, including ci-
vilian, 14 air defense posi-
tions, cight telecommunication
systems, five command posts,
six field units, five bases and
depots, more than 20 infra-
structure objects.

LEAVE YUGOSLAVIA,

FILIPINOS TOLD

Sirens sounded in Belgrade
after two Yugoslav MiG
fighter planes were shot down
by NATO fighters that took
off from taly for their first
night missile assault against
Yugoslavia.

Ten civilians were Killed
in the attack signed by NATO
Secretary-General Javier
Solana against a sovereign
nation. Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic issued a
decree praising his air defense
forces. NATO denied four of
its Canadian fighters were shot
down.

The 30 Filipinos said to
be mostly wives of Yugoslavs
and foreign diplomats have
been residing for years in
Yugoslavia and have invested
in properties there. Since the
Philippines has no mission in
Yugoslavia, the RP Embassy
in Vienna is accredited by the
Yugoslav government with
jurisdiction over the Filipinos.
In case of emergency, the
Embassy in Budapest will
attend to evacuating the Fili-
pinos.

The Embassy will send cars
for land evacuation of the
Filipinos from Yugoslavia
cross the border to the em-
bassy at Belgrade.

The Vatican said it was in
contact with Serbs, Albanians
and all parties to the conflict,
urging dialogue rather than
war. The Holy See appealed
to the Belgrade goverriment
to collaborate with other
Europeans  with  which
Yugoslavs have a common
culture,

Russia’s Boris  Yeltsin
supports the Serbs with whom
Russia shares the Slavic lan-
guage and Orthodox Christian-
ity. Protesters outside the US
Embassy in Moscow shouted
““fascists’’ and ‘“‘bandits’’ and
called for war to defend
Yugoslavia.

The ruling body of table
tennis called off its world

TURMOIL ON
HOLY WEEK

i
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KOSOVO REFUGEES: Give us food! (Today photo)

championships scheduled in
Belgrade in a month’s time
as bombs and cruise missiles
struck four targets around the
provincial capital Pristina in
Kosovo. A fuel dump or in-
dustrial plant went up in
flames beside the main mili-
tary barracks. Water supply
was cut.
US BACKS AIR
STRIKES

Ethnic Albanians fighting
for independence accepted a
peace deal that Belgrade re-
fused to sign, Instead, it
massed 40,000 troops on its
border and launched a new
military offensive.

US President Bill Clinton
urged Americans to support
the NATO-led air strikes in
Yugoslavia against the Serbs
who attacked with tanks and
artillery against a largely
defenseless people whose
leaders have agreed to peace.
He said it was s moral im-
perative important to
America's national interests.

Clinton blamed Milosevic
for the attacks on ethnic
Albanians and refusing to sign
a peace deal, while Russia’s
Yeltsin denounced the NATO
air strikes, Clinton cited
NATO objectives ol opposi-
tion to Serb aggression, de-

terring Milosevic from esca-
lating attacks on Albanians in
Kosovo, and :seriously dimin-
ishing Yugoslavia’s military
capability.

Aircraft from 11 NATO
nations pounded air defense
and Serb forces around Yu-
goslavia being used to aftack
civilians and villages in
Kosovo.
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LESSON FROM
CHRIST

Herodians baited Jesus by

asking a tricky question: “‘Is,

it right to pay tribute to Caesar
or not?"’

Jesus asked them to show
him a coin in which tribute
was paid. On a coin with the
effigy of Tiberius Claudius
Nero, Caesar Augustus, Jesus
asked, ““Whose is this like-
ness? Whose name is inscribed
on it?"’

**Caesar’s,”” they an-
swered. Jesus said, ““Why,
then give back to Cacsar what
is Caesar’s, and to God what
is God's.'” The Herodians
secretly admired the clever-
ness that had bested them.

During supper, Jesus told
his disciples, **Believe me one
of you is to betray me.”” The
alarmed disciples looked at
one another and asked, ‘*Mas-

ter, is it 17"’

When Jesus left the house
of the Cenacle for the Mount
of Olives, the priests, elders
and Pharisces sent out an
arresting party for Jesus. Judas
Iscariot went to the Garden
of Olives and betrayed Jesus
with a kiss on the cheek.
Simon Peter drew his sword
and cut off the car of a temple
servant.

Jesus told Peter to sheath
his sword as ‘‘all those who
take up the sword will perish
by the sword. He healed the
man’s ear.

The Roman soldiers ar-
rested Jesus as ‘‘the king of
the Jews,’” flogged him,
smashed down a crown of
jujube thorns on top of his
head that pierced his skull.
The Romans made Jesus carry
a heavy cross and lashed him.
That fateful Friday Jesus was
led to the bare hill Golgotha
(The Skull) or Calvarius in
Latin.

Jewish execution was
lapidation in which the con-
demned was crushed beneath
stones rolled or thrown down
upon him. The Roman way
was the slow, agonizing cru-
cifixion. Jesus was nailed by
the wrists to a cross at the
foot of Gareb hill to the

.

northwest of Jerusalem. Two
thieves also on crosses flanked
him.

By the time the sky dark-
ened at three o’clock, Jesus
was dead. He died not as a
saviour but as a martyr.

Much latitude was allowed
in observing Lent in the first
three or four centuries. The
Illyrians and Western churches
observed six weeks, the
Constantinopolitans and
neighboring churches made it
seven weeks. Eating was
abstained until early evening
but the greatest ascetics ate
meat on Lent when no dis-
tinction of food was made in
primitive times.

The Passion by Luke is
read in churches on Tuesday,
Mark on Wednesday, when the
Tenebrae (Tinieblas) in the
afternoon gradually extin-
guished all lights in the inte-
rior of churches until they are
left dark. It is a prelude to
the coming tragedy of Holy
Thursday when the altars are
stripped and the church bells
are silenced after the Gloria.

On Good Friday when
Jesus was crucified, there was
dead silence. As children, we
were told to jump as high as
we could to grow tall on

{Next page, please)
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Sabado de Gloria. Today, the
rejoicing is held back until
Easter Sunday when the res-
urrected Christ ascends to
heaven. Holy Week alternates
darkness and light, sorrow and
joy, the agony and glorious
resurrection.
® L ] L]

ESTRADA URGES
UNITY

Even as war raged in
Yugoslavia, President Joseph
Estrada called for unity from
his LAMP party-mates and the
Lakas political opposition
reported girding for defense
of its embattled leaders which,
he said, is not relevant to his
campaign for economic recov-
ery.
President Estrada fended
off an avalanche of counter
charges and criticisms from
former President Fidel Ramos
and his Lakas Party mates who
were recommended by the
Ombudsman for prosecution
on the P7.35-billion Centen-
nial Expo project at former
Clark Airbase in Pampanga.

Centennial Commission
Chairman Salvador Laurel hit
back at what he called “‘shot-
gun report’’ of the Senate

blue-ribbon committee linking
him, former President Ramos
and four Cabinet officials to
Expo anomalies. “‘The report
smacks of a frantic attempt
to divert public attention from
the real scams now embarrass-
ing the party in power,”’
Laurel said,

He questioned the report
based on what he called highly
polluted sources: Sen. Nikki
Coseteng and her adviser
Chito Roque whom she later
disowned.

Bukidnon Rep. Juan
Miguel Zubin, noting the
timing of the report, called it
‘‘Malacafian squid tactics to
divert public attention from
the bungled P3-million brib-
ery scandal to the Expo
scam.”’

Ramos also questioned the
timing of the blue-ribbon
report, suggesting a different
outcome of the investigation
had there been ‘‘no serious
issues’” against the Estrada
administration, apparently
referring to the textbooks
purchase scam. He said the
accusation falls flat on its face
because he had ordered gov-
ernment agencies to sel aside
25 percent of their budget as

savings and reserves.

Estrada called the politi-
cal vendetta angle raised by
Ramos wild, pointing out it
was the Senate that filed the
charges, not the Executive
Department. He said the sena-
tors are independent and can-
not be dictated upon. He said
he still holds Ramos in high
regard although he 1s no
longer his senior adviser.

Estrada ruled out changes
in his Cabinet despite the fact
that Education Sec. Andrew
Gonzalez named Estrada’s
cousin Celia Ejercito de Castro
as having used her kinship
with the President to hasten
the release of payment for
textbooks.

Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora sought to prove
Malacafian did not try to
influence the Senate inquiry
by citing the inclusion of
holdover Public Works Seec.
Virgilio Vigilar, former Trade
Sec. Cesar Bautista (now
ambassador to the United
Kingdom), Agriculture Sec
Salvador Escudero and Envi-
ronment See. Viector Ramos
in technical malversation and
misappropriation of funds
charges llled with the Om-

NEO-J\JS!AN FINANCE and
LEASING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,

= Versus -

EVELYN REYES,
Mortgagors,

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL
OFFICE OF THE CLERK

REPUBLIC OF THE FHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

AND EX-OFICIO SHERIFF
MANILA

REGION
OF COURT
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FORECLOSURE NO., 99-1464

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

SPOUSES ANTONIO REYES and

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

larly described as follows:

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by At 4118, filed
on March 19, 1999 by NEO-ASIAN FINANCE AND LEASING CORPORATION, Mortgagee,
against SPOUSES ANTONIO REYES and EVELYN REYES, Mortgagors, with residence ad-
dress at 372-A Altura Extension, Sta. Mesa, Manila, to satisfy the mortgaged indebtedness
which as of February 1999 amounts to SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY NINE THOUSAND THREE
HUNDRED FORTY PESOS (P739,340.00) including past due interest and penalty, plus expenses
of litigation, Sheriff's fees and all other expenses arising out or incidental to this fore-
closure and sale, etc., the Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff of Manila or her duly authorized
Sheritf IV AUGUSTO J. FELICIDARIO, will SELL at Public Auction to the highest bidder
FOR CASH and Philippine Currency on April 27, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the Morning
or soon thereafter, at the main entrance of the Manila City Hall facing Philippine Normal
University, the Real property, together with all its improvements existing thereon, particu-

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 216047

Page 47, Book T-1347, City of Manila

AND THIRTY SQUARE

WE FORUM
March 29, Aprll 5 & 12,

““A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot28, Block B of the subdivision plan, Psd-B0411, being a
portion of PCN-100054, L.R.C. (GLRO Rec. No.) situatpd in the District of Sta. Mesa, City
of Manila, Island of Luzon, Bounded on the NW., along line 1-2, by B Road lot 6, on the
NE., along line 2-3 by footpath 23; on the SE., along line 3-4, lot 30; and on the SW.,
along line 4-1, by lot 29; all of the subdivision plan. Beginning at a point marked ‘1"
on plan, being S. 39 x-x-x-x-x-X-x-X containing an area of FIFTY SIX SQUARE METERS
DECIMETERS (56.30) more or less.'

Prospactive bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title
of eaid property and verify the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Manila, Philippines, March 25,

1998,

(Sgd.) AUGUSTO J.

1899

JESUSA PRADO-MANINGAS
Clerk of Court and
Ex-Oficio Sheriff, Manila

FELICIDARIO
Sheriff-in-Charge

budsman,

A five-man Citizens” Com-
mittee of Rene Saguisag is
tasked to conduct its own
inquiry on the Centennial
Expo anomalies even 1if the
blue-ribbon committee makes
its own report on the tainted
projects

Sen. Teofisto Guingona Jr
says the hasty Senate report
violates the chamber’s rules
“This 1s an act of war,”" Sen
Kene Cayetano voiced the
sentiment of the minority
Lakas Party.

IFURUNG A FALL

GUY?

Rudget Undersecretary
Virgilio [urung, who was
fired and replaced by assis-
tant sccretary Cynthia Castel,
was branded a fall guy or
sacrificial lamb in the case of
P3-million bribery attempt by
textbooks broker Mary Ann
Maslog of Esteem Enterprises.

Ifurung tesufied at a Sen-
ate hearing the P3 million was
intended for Budget Sec.
Benjamin Diokno as confided
by the department’s liaison
officer Celeste Payot, who
received the money in a car-
ton box from Maslog at the
Malacafian parking lot Jan. 19.

President Estrada vouched
for Diokno and questioned
Ifurung's credibility, saving he
had an axe to grind agains!
Diokno, Diokno said it was
strange that he who reported the
bribery attempt is now accused
as the target recipient of the
bribe. Diokno arrived from a
two-day donors’ consultative
meeting in Tokyo and told a
press briefing that President
Estrada had reiterated his sup-
port to his denial of [furung’s
allegation the P3-million bribe
was meant for him.

Diokno had made oral and
written statements betore the

Ombudsman, the Department of

Justice and the blue-ribbon
committee. He said he did not
take sworn statements lightly
unlike people who change their
statements from day to day who

SERBIA: Unexploded missile bomb. (Today photo)

should be behind bars

Aside from Diokno, Deputy
Executive Sec. Dionisio de la
Serna and his subordinate
Ricardo Fulgencio were impli-
cated in the bribery scam.

HERRERA HITS
RAMOS

Cebu Rep. Ernesto llerrera
assailed Fidel Ramos' charge
of vindictiveness against the
Estruda admimistration alter the
blue-ribbon panel recommended
his prosecution and that of his
Cabinet officials on the Cen-
tennial Expo project

Ramos and the LLakas Party
officials sad the committee
issucu  the report  as
smokescyeen by Malacaian to
divert public attention from
scandals now hounding the
administration

Herrera said Ramos, a
former President, should know
the legislature is independent
and co-equal branch of govern-
ment, that senators are among
the most independent-minded
clected officials. He challenged
if Ramos is saying Malacafian
meddling with senate affairs
happened during his term and
that it is common practice for
the Palace to influence Senate
committee reports. He regarded
as dangerous presumptions in
the Ramos statement,

He warned Ramos to be
careful '‘because the gun he is
aiming at Estrada may just
misfire and hit him."”

e & @

PRISON REFORMS
NEEDED

The New Bilibid Prison s
in bad need of reforms for its
officials and inmates with all
the hanky-panky overtly going
on there despite its recent ex-
pose in the press.

The irregularities range from
questionable food purchases and
the preferential treatment ac-
corded a VIP prisoner

Why does the government
tolerate a situation in which a
convicted rapist like Romeo
Julosjos enjoys fantastic privi-
leges inside the Bilibid Prison
compound where he is confined
like what he used to get when

he was a representative of
Zamboanga del Norte?

Jalosjos occupies a portion
of the lawyers’ lounged as his
legislative office. It is furnished
with chairs, tables, office sup-
plies, computers, telephones. It
has two sets of his legislative
staff and a utility man who are
paid salaries from his monthly
allowance as member of the
House of Representatives

Why 1s Jalosjos sull draw-
ing his allowance from the
House when he 1s no longer
serving tn bis oo pacity as leg- -
islator ever since he was con-
fined. The preferential treatment
accorded Jalosjos was exposed
months ago buf it appears the
prison officials persist in cod-
dling "the prisoner.

So now Justice Sec. Serafin
Cucvas has to name a prosecu-
tor to look into the culpability
of Bureau of Corrections Di-
rector Pedro Sistoza. Sistoza
and cight prison officials were
accused by businessman Eliseo
Co who owns Divisoria Dried
Fish Center and General Mer-
chandising before the Ombuds-
man of overpricing the food
supply contract awarded PMS
Trading.

Co charged partiality, evi- -
dent bad faith and gross inex-
cusable negligence in awarding
the contract to PMS Trading,
causing undue damage to the
government.

Cuevas also ordered inves-
tigation into complaints of
concerned food suppliers and
caterers of the prison that per-
sons close to Sistoza are de-
manding grease money and
retainer’s fee from the food
suppliers, They were identified
as Johnny Ang, Alex Ang and
Richard Co.

The justice secretary ordered
a separate investigation into the
preferential treatment given
Jalosjos who maintains his own
office within the prison pre-
mises, 'l did not know that
Jalosjos was allowed to occupy
a portion of the New Bilibid
Prison as his office,"’ Cucvas
stated as he ordered a new
investigation into the prison
mess.
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*ATM VERSUS
‘SMARTCARD’

By JOSIE SIMBAJON-DEL ROSARIO

THERE is a great possi-
bility that the widely-used
automated teller machine
(ATM) cards will be rcplaced
by the so-called ‘‘Smart
Card,”” a card with a payment
and multi-application system.

The system also pursues
cashless payment solution and
multi-application development
platform for closed or open
environments. Moreover, it is
a fully audited smart card
payment syslem.

Bill Mangino, ICL Smart
Card Group vice president for
sales and marketing, told the
Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries last week that
SmartCard has already becn
installed in more than 60 sites
world-wide

““It is widely used in al-
most all parts ol the world
And it s about time the
Philippines followed the
‘trend,”” he said

Mangino pointed out that
this new system 1is ideal for
all industries such as bank-
ing and finance, education,
retail, government, military,
travel and transportation, and
even leisure like sports sta-
diums, arenas, resorts and
clubs.

““In the United States,
SmartCard has been popular
in the ficld of education and
banking. For the students, the

system is a big help in the
case of tuition fee's mode of
payment or any transactions
in the universitics and col-
leges,”” he said,

SmartCard has been suc-
cessful in the banking sector
abroad particularly Mellon
Bank of the United States,
MetComBank of Russia and
SCB of Thailand.

ATM was introduced in the
Philippines in the carly 1980
With ATM, most banks were
merged through their Bancnet
or Megalink.

Harnessing the potentials
of modern technology to en-
sure the convenience Or Cus-
tomers. banks have actively
pursued leadership in clee-
tronic banking. Since the
introduction of ATMs, the
banking industry has devel-
oped competiliveness

They put up the largest on-
line networks and most ex-
tensive operational ATMs in
the country.

Aside from expanding their
automated distribution outlets,
the information comptroller-
ship segments of each bank
has developed and installed
new automated systems to
enhance customer convenience
and several applications were
also developed

But some banking officials
who attended the 4th Philip-
pine Electronic Banking Con-
ference last week doubted if

SmantCard should be imple-
mented, saying it is like a case
of “*why fix if it is notl bro-
ken?”’

One bank official, who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, noted that ATM is
already a learning experience
and technical know-how as
well as a solution to the
banking problems of the cus-
tomers.

At present, the Philippines
has already a large existing
customer base for ATM and
the existing financial network-
ing is already in place.

The only apprehension of

the bank official is the chal-
lenges in the existing ATMs
and the integration with new
banking technologies in the
future like, for instance, the
emerging standards and tech-
nologics.

“*The ulumate question 1s:
“What will be the future of
ATM if the banking industry
switches to SmartCard?"" the
bank official said,

He also pointed out that the
market has various requirements
such as quick time to market,
integration with existing infra-
structure, scaleable and expand-
able, case of use and interna-
tional standards.

Another potential problems
are the need to select one’s
partners for technology such as
software suppliers, card manu-
facturers, and other hardware.
(MNC)

WE
FORUM

THE Philippines stands a
good chance of becoming the
fiber optic hub of the Asia-
Pacific by the turn of the
century as a United Kingdom-
based multinational company
pours i new investments to
bolster its production of op-
tical fiber cables in the coun-
try

BICC Brand-Rex Inc. is
going against the tide of
transnational firms leaving the
Philippines as it s investing
$10 million for its expansion
program in the first quarter
of the year 2000,

Nigel Heywood, BICC
president, said the company
intends to develop its loca-
tion at the Subic Bay Freeport
as the center of its manulac-

turing operations in the region

“We plan to expand our
commercial operations In
cther Asian countries and ter-
ritories like Hong Kong, but
our manufacturing operalions
would only be in Subic.”” he
said, ““All our fiber optic
products cxported in Asian
countries and in some other
parts of the world are manu-
factured here.”

At present, BICC is in the
thick of developing a new
cabling solution based on the
millennium system, which
enables clients to choose
between or combine copper
cables, conventional optical
fiber or new technology
known as ‘*blown fiber.”’

Blow fiber is installed by

METERING

FINALLY, the opposi-
tors to the proposed me-
tering scheme to bill tele-
phone services will get
what they have wanted for
a long time: an en banc
meeting with the commis-
sioners of the National
Telecommunications Com-
mission (NTC).

SCHEME OPPOSITORS GET WHAT THEY WANT

By ERNESTO C. GENEROSO

NTC Commissioner Jo-
seph Santiago told the Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries last week that the
NTC officials will sit down
with the different oppositors
to the metering scheme some-
time next month.

The oppositors such as
the Lawyers Against Mo-

nopoly and Poverty (LAMP)
and the Philippine League
for Democratic Telecommu-
nications Inc. (PLDTI)
walked out of the last NTC
hearing because they said
they were getting a raw deal
from the NTC by not grant-
ing them an en banc hear-
ing.

It was not clear, however,
what the oppositors expected
to get from an en banc hear-
ing that they would not get
from a regular hearing pre-
sided over by Santiago.

Santiago, when asked
about his stand on the me-
tering issue, said the NTC
is still studying the matter,
but that it is open to any-
thing.

“If we could suspend the
provisional authority given

to the Philippine Long Dis-
tance Co. (PLDT), then we
could easily grant it again,”’
Santiago said, adding, how-

ever, that all sides will be

considered in the issue.

The NTC temporarily
suspended the metering pro-
posal of the PLDT suppos-
edly set for implementation
April in the provinces and
May in Metro Manila.

Under the metering
scheme, the telephone sub-
scribers will be given a maxi-
mum number of calls that
they can avail themselves of
under the basic flat rate and
will be charged on a per
minute basis on monthly
calls that exceed the maxi-
mum.

Residential customers will
be given a total of 8OO free

pulses and commercial cus-
tomers will have 1,000 free
pulses. Pulses exceeding the
monthly allowance of free
pulse will be charged P0.40
per pulse.

Only outgoing and com-
pleted local calls will be
measured per pulses and
charged accordingly.

Aside from the PLDT,
there are nine other tele-
communications companies
applying for a provisional
authority to implement
metering.

During a recent NTC
hearing, Manny Amador of
PLTDI said, ‘‘we are not
satisfied with just a sus-
pension, which can be lifted
anytime. We want a total
scrapping of the metering

(Page 6, please)

using compressed air to blow
fiber into microproducts pre-
viously laid into buildings and
structures alongside copper
cable products

Martin Breiesser, BICC
spokesman, described connec-
tivity through blown fiber as
““future proof’” and ‘‘clone
free.”’ .

It reduces cabling decisions
to very simply equations. By
simply blowing in additional
fiber as when required, future
needs can be accommodated
quickly, economically, and
with virtually.zero disruption.

“‘Future proof because
optical fiber can be blown into
the ducts in minutes when
upgrading becomes necessary
without havipg to dig into
floors, break down walls or
move furniture to do so,”
Breiesser said.

“*You can deploy a new
system without your employ-
ees knowing about it,”’ he
added. Blown fiber is also
clone free because transmis-
sion of messages through
blown fiber cannot be tapped
or stolen by any other par-
ties. '

In telecommunications,
Breiesser pointed out, this
might just be the solutions to
cloning problems that have
been plaguing local exchange
carriers

““QOur Subic Bay facility
will eventually produce blown
fiber network to megt the
maturing needs of Philippine
business community, as well
as the rest of the Asia-Pacific
region,”’ he said,

BICC, the world’s leading
supplier of structured wiring
systems for data communica-

tions and cabling solutions
(Page 6, please)
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ENDLESS LABYRINTHS OF WOES
SEEN FOR URBAN HEALTH CARE

By PAUL ICAMINA

OVERCROWDING
continues to be a challenge
to already strained urban
health care.

‘“‘Health personnel are
never able to reach the end
of the labyrinths to slum
dwellings without running
out of supplies and en-
ergy,’’ observes the latest
assessment of urban health
care, in this case the Na-
tional Capital Region
(NCR).

““Poverty has been cited
as a singular cause of ill-
ness as the chronic state of
stress and worry by itself
provokes pathologic reac-
tions from the body,” it
observes. And this is cer-
tainly true for the country’s
premier region.

The NCR is composed
of Caloocan, Quezon,
Marikina, Manila,
Mandaluyong,
Makati, Pasay, Muntinlupa,
Las Pifias, Paraifaque,
Valenzuela, Malabon,
Navotas, San Juan, Pateros
and Taguig. In 1997, over
10 million people resided
in the 627-square-kilome-
ter metropolis, giving Tise
to a population density of
14,849 per square kilome-
ter.

It is estimated that 32
percent of the NCR popu-
lation in 1995 were slum
dwellers. Almost half of all
the country’s urban poor
were in Metro Manila.
Around 33 percent were

Pasig, "

CROWDED CITY: Chronic state of stress.

below the poverty line --
the income that allows pur-
chase of basic food com-
ponents plus sufficient in-
come for other basic needs.

But it is also interesting
to note that only about 19.4
percent of slum dwellers
were below the food line -
- the income required to
purchase a daily intake of
2,000 calories plus 80 per-
cent of other recommended
nutrients.

The NCR has 1,569,773
houscholds, 86 percent of
which have sanitary toilets

and 94.7 percent have ac-
cess to potable water sup-
ply, according to the docu-
ment prepared by the Phil-
ippine Council for Health
Research and Mevelopment
(PCHRD)

“*The additional prob-
lems of streetchildren, child
labor, child prostitution and
unsanitary food vending are
aggravated by the degrada-
tion of the environment that
brings about flooding, air
and water pollution,”’ says
Dr. Marita V.T. Reyes of
PCHRD who authored the

METERING SCHEME

proposals of all the carriers
concerned.’’

He said telephone rates
are high enough as they are,
and metering will only make
things harder for the aver-
age phone subscribers.

Amador noted that
Internet users, especially
those who want to obtain
valuable inforiation, will be
highly affecied by the me-
tering scheme.

“‘Only those earning

around P100,000 monthly
will be able to afford the
costs of telephone rates in-
volving the Internet when
the metering scheme is
implemented,”’ he said.
Lorenzo Formoso, PLDT
legal counsél, rebutted
Amador by saying that the
introduction of the flat rate
service by the Internet ser-
vice providers led to a higher
proportion of calls with long
holding times (20 minutes or

e o & (From page5)

more).

As the traffic distribution
changed, he said, the engi-
neering of the networks no
longer produced the quality
of service voice customers
had come to expect, and call
completion rates fell.

Formoso said either net-
work will have to be re-en-
gineered to compensate, or
subscribers will just have to
accept a lower grade of ser-
vice. (MNC)

report.

The report consolidates
the results of consultations
madz ir: the NCR from late
1997 to mid-1998 and was
presented during the recent
5th National Health Science
and Technology Congress.

The document highlights
the health situation in the
region, the health care in-
dustry, and R&D needs. It
will be used to define na-
tional priorities in health
science and technology in
the next six years, from
1999 to 2004.

According to Reyes,
there is actually a decreas-
ing trend in infant deaths

since 1980 at 63.2 per
1,000 livebirths. About 99
percent of children are fully
immunized. Severe and
moderate malnutrition is
found in 2.9 percent of the
population. About 68 per-
cent are in normal nutri-
tional states.

For all ages, pneumonia
is the leading cause of mor-
tality in 1996 in Quezon
City, Marikina, Manila,
Mandaluyong, Pasig,
Taguig and Paranaque.
Coronary hearth diseases
was the lead cause of death
in Caloocan, Makati, Pasay,
Malabon. Hypertensive
vascular diseases caused the
most deaths in Valenzuela,
Pateros and Las Pifas.

While heart diseases 1s
also a major problem. the
major causes of diseases are
the communicable ones; di-
arrhea, (nberculosis, dengue
fever and measles. In the
whole metropolis, cancer is
a significant cause of death.
Emerging diseases include
drug addiction and animal
bites, especially dog bites
and the potential risk of
rabies.

Public health care is pro-
vided by a complement of
21 health offices of which
four are on the district
level, 10 are city, and seven
on the municipal level.
Public health care is de-
livered by 38 government
hospitals, 388 health cen-
ters (of which 35 are Ly-
ing-in Centers) and six
barangay health stations.

Midwives make up the

L]

largest group (1,101) in
government health care, fol-
lowed by physicians (666),
nurses (653) and dentists
(523). There are 292 sani-
tary health inspectors and
163 medical technologists.

There are ‘“‘several in-
stances of below-par per-
formance of health profes-
sionals and trainees in the
delivery of care and inad-
equacy of their health ad-
vice,”" Reyes says.

**There were stories that
demonstrated lack of re-
spect for the patient. Some
of the anecdotes actually
concerned life and death
situations and the possibil-
ity of physical disability
These have implications on
the quality of education and
training of our health per-
sonnel.”

Healih o!lices are under-
staffed and deficient in re-
sources, including certain
medicines like the hepati-
tis B antigen, iron tablets
and co-trimoxazole. ‘‘Some
local government adminis-
trators do not consider
health as a priority pro-
gram,’’ Reyes says.

There is a lack of con-
tinuity in the implementa-
tion of health programs
because of frequent and
periodic change of officials
after elections. Coordina-
tion and cooperation be-
tween the public and pri-
vate health sector need im-
provement in order to op-
timize health care delivery.
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

RP STANDS GOOD CHANCE ompase 9

used in the military, naval
nerospace, information tech-
nology and telecommunica-
tions industries, plans lo stay
in the country for 30 years,

The company’s manulac-
turing plant in Subic turns out
an average length ol two
million feetl copper structured
cabling systems cvery day, in-
cluding screened and

unscreened cables, patch pan-
els, cards and data outlets
The state-of-the-art plant is
one of the more than 100
manufacturing and marketing
bases that the BICC maintains
worldwide. The Subic plant
was established in 1996 to
meet the regional demand for
data cabling, which is esti-
mated to be growing at about

30 percent every year
BICC has three manufac-
turing bases in the UK and
on other locations such as
America and Australia. with
main distribution centers and
regional offices in Europe. In-
dia, the Middle East, South
America and New Zealand
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)
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Inscrutable Chinese indeed!

T HE way things appear, the Philippines is merely baying at the
moon if it expects to gain anything with its persistent protests
against Chinese intrusion within the 200-mile economic zone of the
Philippines at Mischief Reef in the Spratlys west of Palawan.

The Chinese have an exasperating way of agreeing to one thing
and, in the next instant, doing just the opposite. Take the illegal
construction of a four-story building on Mischief Reef with radar
device which the Chinese are trying to pass off as a resthouse for
Chinese fishermen.

Do they actually believe any other nation would fall for that
boorschwa about a four-story concrete building set up with radar
is a haven where fishers can seek shelter during a storm when for
the past few years, Chinese gunships have been sighted by Philip-
pine naval ships and aircraft prowling among the various islets and
reefs in the South China Sea?

Diplomatically, the Chinese have offered joint use of the facili-
ties on Mischief Reef to the Philippines. But when the mechanics
of putting this down in writing was set in motion, the Chinese came
up with all sorts of excuses to renege on their offer.

The Philippines is merely asserting its rights under interna-
tional law with regard to the 200-mile territory.

But China asserts unilaterally its sovereignty over the entire
Spratly and Paracel archipelago just as it claimed the offshore Matsu
and Quemoy isles . a dispute with Taiwan years ago. It presents
aacient dubious maps to lav their claim,

The newly-arrived Chincs. Ambassador Fu Ying recommends
. what she calls confidence-building dialogues to ease off Manila-
Beijing tensions over the disputed isles. At the same time, she admits
territorial disputes are difficult to resolve.

So what’s the point of talking if China has its mind set that
territory within the 200-mile exclusive economic zone of the Phil-
ippines belongs to China? It would be only a matter of China affirming
what it claims although it is within Philippine jurisdiction.

One and a half hours of debate on the legal merits of both
countries’ claim achieved nothing, it was pointed out by Philippine
delegation head Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Lauro Baja Jr. So
now both sides agree to convene the legal experts of both panels
to examine their respective claims.

Judging from the drift of the discussion, there is no cause to
be optimistic that the legal panels can do better than the other
conferees because China keeps reneging on its promise to shelve its
claim of sovereignty which retards progress in any discussion.

And now China complains of Philippine Air Force flights in
the Spratlys. To this President Estrada says the Chinese complaint
is without basis because ownership of the Spratlys still has to be
determined. ‘‘Everyone is free to fly over.it,’”’ the President said.

But Estrada asserted ‘‘Mischief Reef is ours because it falls
within the 200-mile exclusive economic zone of the Philippines.”’

This controversy has been brought before the United Nations
since the 1950s by President Ramon Magsaysay’s government through
Ambassador Carlos P. Romulo to the United Nations. The matter
was not resolved.

The last recourse is a military solution. But the Philippines has
neither the arsenal nor the manpower to measure up to the largest
country on earth populated by two billion people or the world’s

9 bulk.
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Too many crocs

I SEE neither rthyme nor reason in the
plan of DENR to produce more crocodiles
According to the Inquirer (March 17), DENR
has engaged six private farms to breed and
propagate the deadly reptiles.

Already, we have too many crocodiles,
four-footed and two-footed. The former are
too costly to maintain (they're fed live
chickens and ducks, as one saw in a TV
documentary about the Palawan farm, while
millions of our countrymen are starving to
death); whereas, the two-footed variety
crawls in about all government offices, from
Malacafiang, Congress and the Jludiciary
down to the lowest level of the bureau-
cracy

Can’t the DENR brass think of anything
better? The depredations of our environ-
ment and natural resources worsen with each
passing day, and what do we see or hear
from the department?

Personally, ['d not be surprised il one
of these days we see DENR personnel
transmogrilying themselves into their fa-
vorite reptile,

(AL LS ]

“‘How long shall we fence with the
ghost of Marcoes?’’ asks his information
minister, now senator, Tatad in a full-
page ad in major newspapers on March

ONE’S WORTH

Mr. Tatad wants the nation to forgive
and forget Marcos once and for all

Yes, we should. But, first, the dictator’s
estate and all those who shared his loot
(like some senators) must return what they
stole. And they should be humble enough
to, at least, say sorry for their crimes.

So far, only one of Marcos’ hatchetmen
has said sorry, and he did it if only to
save his neck. Worse, the dictator’s fam-
ily remains arrogant up to this day, and
would not admit to any wrongdoing on
their part during their halycon days.

How then can you and I stop fencing
with the ghost of Marcos?

I wish Mr. Tatad had convinced Imeldific,
Bongbong, and Imee, and all others who
sat around the dictator’s feet, to do what

any repentant man does.
LR AR

““Earning’’ Maceda as our next ambassa-
dor to USA? Is there no one better?

We Forum
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Going to Baguio, atbp.

THERE are at least three, maybe morc
ways of reaching Baguio, but I am not about
to use any of them. [ am going to stay home
and curl up with Monica Lewinsky s auto-
biography of unrequited love, and a [rosty
glass of gulaman at sago. Il time and
temperament permit, | may hazard a split
minute listening to Senators Raul Roco or
Blas Ople justify the mileage they are getling
for their invasion of our privacy

[ may decide not to listen to anyone al all
wREER

In fact

That will do it for my summer hiberna-
tion, thank you.

I don’t have to bear in mind that one
route to Baguio takes you through the Marcos
highway, which I would not recognize it
ran over it in broad daylight | nced not
figure out the approaches to the second way,

which 1s through the Naguilian road in La
Unton. Nor will 1 have to worry where to
pick up the third passage, through the
Kennon Road. In this neck of the Baguio
woods, so | am informed, sudden boister-
ous laughter or a badly-timed sneeze can
trigger off landslides and avalanches that
can close Kennon lor the rest ol your
vacation

Such mishaps lead even the well-bred
to pause and wondered. Why be miserable
on the road when you can collapse just as
successfully at home?

TRANS

We will grant -- Filipinos, bemng an ar-
chipelagic people. lind travel to far places
irresistible

Many of the
swept away since carly this year to diverse

‘can affords™™ have been

Land Reg. Case No, 98-158

NOTICE OF

Executive Director,

Manila; the Director, Bureau of Mines,

all in Trece Martires City, the Municipal

An application having been filed
PROPERTIES INCORPORATED,
Townhomes, Marcos Avenus,

008440; L.R.C, Record No.
of Cavite. Bounded on the NW., along

{10.00-50.00 m. wide); and along line 7-1
No. 1, Cad 482-D Amadeo Cadastre.
thence N. 7 deg. 12'E,,
thence 72 deg. 13'E.,
thence N. 56 deg. 67'E.,
thence N. 85 deg. 11°E.,
thence N, 72 deg. 16'E.,
thence S. B8 deg. OO'W.,
thence S. 85 deg, 41'W.,
containing an area of

by PS cyl. conc. mons, 15 x
was approved on Jan. 12, 1996,

at 2nd MCTC, Silang, Cavite,

the time and place aforesaid, your

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
2ND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG, CAVITE

INITIAL

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office ot the Solicitor General
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau
Region IV, DENR, L & S Bidg., 1515 Roxas Bivd.,
Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways,
Pedro Gil 5t.,
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, P.O. Box 623, both in Manila; the Hon, Secretary, Department
of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bldg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Management
Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor
the Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public
Works and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector,
Mayor, the Municipal Council, Amadeo, Cavile;
Gregoria Diloy, #240 Salinas, Bacoor, Cavite; Hernando Costelo, #483 C. Bayani St., Brgy
3, Pob. Amadeo, Cavite; Gregorio Bayot, Brgy.
la Rosa, Brgy. Poblacion Amadeo, Cavite AND TO ALL
in the above entitled case by ROYAL ASIA MULTI
represented by Joel Pinawin, Unit 17, Block 2, Royal South
Talon 5, Las Pinas City, Thru Alejandro
Offices, #11 Madlansacay St., Pob. 4118, Silang, Cavite, By Atty. Irineo A. Anarna praying
for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following described land,

A parcel of land (Lot 2445, Cad 482-D Amadeo Cadastre;
), situated in the Brgy. of Dagatan; Mun. of Amadeo; Province
lines 1-2-3 by Lot 2302;
2280; along line 3-4 by Lot 3220; along line 4-5 by Lot 2278; and along line 5-6 by
Lot 2279 all of Gad 462-D Amadeo Cadastre; on the SE,, along line 6-7 by Minantok Creek

Beginning at a point marked “1'" on plan being N. 36 deg. 3B'E.,

137.09 m. to
50,66 m. to
6.66 m. to
35.21 to
44.63 m, to

163.74 m. to

126.08B m. 1o

EIGHTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE (18,785)

SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and marked on the ground

80 cm: bearings grid; date prepared; Dec. 20,

You are hereby served this notice to appear pefore this Court at its session to be held
Philippines on the 7th day of April, 1999 at 2:00
then and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof,
and to submit evidence in support of such claim and unfess you appear
default will be recorded and the title to the land will

LRA Record No, N:70364

HEARING

134 Amorsolo St
Escolta,

Legaspi
Manila; the Regional
Ermita, Manila, the

Drive, Port Area
Director, Bureau of

Banifacio
Malate, the

Dagatan, Amadeo Cavite; Bernadette de
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

and Anarna Law

as shown on plan Ap-04-

along line 2-3 by Lot

by Lot 2303 Cad 482-D Amadeo Cadastre

2596.65 m. from BLLM

point 2;
point 3;
point 4;
point 5;
point 6;
point 7;

the point of beginning,

1995; and

P.M.,

at sald Court at

destinations here and abroad “*Busmess and
pleasure’” are the accepted grounds for de-
parture. Some combine both so artfully that
giving literal “*pleasure’ has become big
business

With so many destinalions availahle over-
sens, it his become a point ol honor, 1l not
ol dismembered reciprocity. to demand off-
setting privileges from [oreign-based next-ol-

Kin {cmpusulu"] who commit the mistake of

coming home for a lew weeks Customs and
cultures abroad are nowhere as permissive or
as openhanded as they are in the home coun-
try. Not if the guests solicit immigration
cxlensions. TNT overstay
bevond the three days after which, a Chinese
proverh says, visits and [ish begin to smell
LA

seek status. or

The virtues of staying home-bound while
everybody else is running around like head-
less hamburgers are so obvious one wonders
why some of us overstay beyond human
endurance, especially in public office Home
is where all the clutter, the cutups and the
hearth are. Even heads of families who dread
school vacation time because the children will
wreek household routines or food budgets soon
discover, to their sorrow, the house becomes
4 tomb once the siblings have Nown the coop
They haven't the sense or the sensibility to
suggest that 1 the brood wanls to cul ermalic
C-'IPLIIZ\-.
s al home

EENEY

or t':lpl‘ll.‘l“ﬂ.‘?
unlimber

the salest place to

Of course. vou ean break o leg
trocuted or poisoned by well-meaning but
amatenrish cooks

kiown to happen at home. which don’t hap-

pel elec-

Waorse things have been

EARTHMAN

pen everyday in Congress. When such things
break out with any regularity, one does what
the time-and-motion experts forgot to tell you,
One padlocks nis computer so that the next
time a virus wipes out an irreplaceable file,
one has the consolation of knowing he did
it all by himself.
[E 2 8

| can think of sixty-four other good rea-
sons why, in these parlous vacation weeks to
come, we will be better served by spending
more time within hailing distance of the Kitchen
than the front stoop, That's neither here nor
there for the voung and the restless, or for
those pretending to be

Bui for the dichards determined to put
distance between themselves and the hearthside,
[ know another route to Baguio. You can go
by air from Manila. I don’t know whether
Loakan Airport is stll there but n the early
days. landing or taking oft from Loakan was
like operating from the flight deck ol an areraft
carrier bemng rocked and rolled by a typhoon

I the airport is still there 1'd advise visitors
to tuke u Pantrunco bus instead. They could
do worse than stay home for this season. Next
vear, mavbe Monaco -- or why not
Mozambique?

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT & EX-OFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale

duly authorized Sheriff IV,
in the morning or soon thereafter,
for CASH and in Philippine Cutrency,
existing thereon,

under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
on March 4, 1999 by CITIBANK, N.A,, Mortgagee, with principal offices at Citibank Center,
Paseo de: Roxas, Makati City, pursuant to the terms and conditions of Real Estate Mortgage
dated May 8, 1990 and AMENDMENT TO REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE dated May 21, 1996,
executed and signed in due form by SPOUSES SHINICHI HIRAYAMA and IMELDA M. LANDICHO-
HIRAYAMA, Mortgagors, with address at #615 Bagumbayan St., Bacood, Sta. Mesa, Manila,
in order to satisfy the mortgage debt of the mortgagors to the mortgagee In the aggregata
amount of P5,766,428.80 as of February 8, 1999, inclusive of interests and other charges
as of said date, plus attorney’s fees, Sheriff's
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff, Regional
hereby announces that on April 19, 1999, at
infront of the main entrance of CITY HALL,
facing PHILIPPINE NORMAL UNIVERSITY, will SELL at public auction to the highest bidder,
they mortgaged real property and all its improvements
which particularly described as follows, to will

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF

fees and expenses of foreclosure, the
Trial Court, Manila, she or her
10:00 o'clock
MANILA,

TITLE NO, 191685

“A PARCEL OF
portion of Blk. No
situated in the Dist

LAND [Lot No

200 of the cons

4. Blk. No, 2 of the subd. plan psd-35434, being a
and subd. plan PCS-2793, GLRO Rec. No. 7680,
of Sampaloc, City of Manila.

X ¥ X X X contaiming an area of FOUR

be adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the evidence before the Court
and thereafter you will forever be barred from contesting sald application {or petition) or
any decree entered thereon.

Witness: the HON. JOSE A, MENDOZA, Acting Judge of said Court, the 18th day of
November, 1998.

lssued at Quezon City,

AT TE 8T

Philippines, this 24th day of November, 1998,

ALFREDD R, ENRIQUEZ
Administrator
Land Registration Authority
By:
{Sgd.)
Chief,

A True Copy:
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA |, CARAIG
Chief, Publication of Notices Sectlion

SALVADOR |
Docket Division

DRIEL

WE FORUM
Aprll 6, 1999

HUNDRED SQUARE METERS AND FORTY SQUARE DECIMETERS (400,40), more of less."”’
X XX X X X X

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate and verify for them
selves the title of said mortgaged real propaerty and encumbrances thereon, |f any thera
be.

City

of Manila, Philippines, March 16, 1993 -
(Sgd.) JESUSA P. MANINGAS

Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff

NOTE: Award of publication hereof in the WI
with

FORUM'' drawn by lot in accordance
law

WE FORUM
March 29, April 5 & 12, 1999
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SMOKING MARIJUANA
JUST AS RISKY AS
SMOKING TOBACCO

NOW that an independent body has concluded
that there is a medical use for marijuana, the
bottom line is still thou shalt not smoke it,

An independent government panel in Washington,
D.C. has found that the use of marijuana is not
addictive and does not lead to the abuse of more
dangerous drugs. It said the medical use of mari-
juana should be seriously considered in health care.

But the fact is, smoking marijuana is just as
hazardous as smoking tobacco. And habitual smok-
ing of more than one substance induces more
potentially cancerous molecular alterations than
smoking tobacco alone.

Researchers at the University of California Los
Angeles (UCLA) have analyzed samples of respira-
tory tract tissue obtained from 82 men and 22
women who volunteered for the study. Researchers
looked for changes in -- or overproduction of - six
specific genetic markers known to be associated
with increased risk of lung cancer.

Genetic markers are molecules that help scientists
tract evidence of evolutionary changes that occur in
the development of cancer, or in cells that may
become cancerous. Those markers the UCLA re-
searchers looked for are: Ki-67, epidermal growth
fact receptor (EGFR), DNA ploidy, globular actin
(G-actin), p5S3 and HER-2/neu.

Compared to non-smokers, people who habitually
smoked a single substance -- marijuana, crack
cocaine or tobacco — had a significant increase in
the number of abnormalities for four of six mark-
ers: Ki-67, EGFR, G-actin and DNA ploidy,

Compared to non-smoKers, people who habitually
smoked more than one substance showed a signifi-
cant increase in the number of abnormalities for the
same four markers. Unlike single-substance smokers,
some multiple-substance smokers also had alterations
in a genetic marker called p53.

Overall, people who smoked tobacco along with
marijuana or crack cocaine exhibited more molecu-
lar and structural pre-cancerous changes in bron-
chial tissue than did single-substance smokers.

These observations imply that smoking more than
one substance can have additive effects with respect
to the risk for developing lung cancer, said Dr.
Donald Tashkin, co-author of the study and a
professor of medicine in the Division of Pulmonary
and Critical Care, School of Medicine, University of
California Los Angeles (UCLA).

‘“For the first time, our investigation shows
tobacco is not the only smoked substance that sets
in motion the molecular events which can lead to
lung cancer,” said Dr. Sanford Barsky, a professor
of pathology at the UCLA School of Medicine.

‘“‘Most of us think omly of tobacco when we
think of drugs that can cause lung cancer. We often
don’t think of marijuana or crack cocaine in the
same light,"”" Barsky said in a paper published in
the Journal of the National Cancer Institute.

““We need to change the way we perceive these
mood-altering drugs and remember that people who
habitually smoke marijuana or crack cocaine are
not less predisposed to lung cancer than tobacco -
smokers.’’ ’

‘“In people who smoked combinations of mari-
jumna, crack cocaine and tobacco, we saw more pre-
cancerous changes in genetic markers and more
types of those changes than we saw in any of the
tissue samples from people who smoked only one
substance,”” Barsky said.

‘“We are very concerned by the pre-cancerous
nature of the molecular changes caused by smoking
marijusna or crack cocaine, especially in people
who habitually smoke marijuana or crack cocaine in
@@ ddition to tobacco,"’ said Tashkin. (Manila
LNmsfcarures and Commentaries)
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METRO KIDS: Vulnerable to measles.

L

MEASLES KILL MORE CHILDREN

IMMUNIZATION is the
only way to protect chil-
dren against measles, There
is no cure,

Measles kills more chil-
dren than any other vac-
cine-preventable disease.

And yet, despite an im-
munization coverage of
95.1 percent, the National
Capital Region topped the
list of areas with the most
measles fatality. Most
measles cases which re-
sulted in deaths in 1997
occurred in Metro Manila.

The DOH estimates that
3,000 children die from
measles oceurs all year round
but is more intense after the
rainy season (January to
April) but that measles epi-
demics occur every three to
four years, The case fatality
rates are highest among
children, from 2 to 5 years
of age.

In general, though, most
measles cases are found

among the age group 1 to 4
years and who are not vac-
cinated. Outbreaks are more
acute in rural areas, affect-
ing a wider age range (I to
14 years) and with higher
death rates.

The DOH said that one
main obstacle in fighting the
disastrous effects of measles
is the build up of so-called
“*susceptibles’” over a long
period of time. ‘‘Suscep-
tibles™” are those who have
been vaceinated but have not
developed adequate protec-
tion.

According to the DOH,
out of 2.1 million target
newboms, 1.89 million have
been wvaccinated against
measles. This gives a vacci-
nation coverage of 90 per-
cent,

Out of those vaccinated,
the DOH achieved 85 per-
cent vaccine eflicacy which

resulted in the immunity ol

1,606,500 youngsters. IHow-
ever, the remaining 15 per-

cent resulted in vaccination
failure, leaving 283,500
children not protected
against measles.

Thus, the remaining
493,500 children have been
tagged as susceptibles. The
DOH said that in 10 years,
unless immunization cover-
age is improved, the Philip-
pines will have 4,935,000
children in its pool of
susceptibles.

Measles kill about 3,000
Filipino children annually.
About 6 million children are
also potentially at risk of
getting the disease.

The nationwide measles
immunization campaigns in
1998 targeted about 26
million children aged 9 to
15

All children between nine
months to under 15 years old
should receive one dose of
the measles vaccine, Parents
should bring their infants and
preschool children to the
nearest  health centers.

School children will be
immunized in schools.

If a child has previously
received the measles vaccine,
he or she should still receive
a dosage during the cam-
paign unless the vaccine was
given within one month from
the campaign period.

According to the DOH,
measles kills more children
than any other vaccine-pre-
ventable disease, Measles
spreads quickly in crowded
places, through the air or
through direct contact with
an infected person.

Measles is characterized
by rashes, fever, and either
cough, coryza, or conjunc-
tivities. It is easy to mistake,
measles for other illnesses
characterized by rashes.
Measles caused blindness,
pneumonia, malnutrition or
other serious complications
in more than 15,000 Filipino
children each year. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)
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IT is easy to see why all
bets are being placed in
Mindanao, food-wise.

The region, for example,
produces almost all of the
country’s export bananas,
palm oil, natural rubber,
pineapple and tuna.

One-fourth of total na-
tional rice production comes
from the island. Of the
country’s 2.2 million hect-
ares of land devoted to rice,
700,000 hectares are In
Mindanao.

In fact, the Department of
Agriculture plans to add
600,000 hectares to existing
irrigation networks in the
island, increasing the
country’s total irrigated lands
to 2 million hectares by the
year 2004,

Considering the bulk and
diversity of its agricultural
products, Mindanao truly
deserves 1o be the country’s
food basket for the new mil-
lennium, the DA points out

The DA will establish in
1999 the Strategic Agricul-
tural and Fisheries Develop-
ment Zone (SAFDZ) as the
master plan for sustainable
agriculture in Mindanao.

The SAFDZs will be lo-
cated in major river basins
of Agusan, Cotabato, Tago,
Mindanao-Polangu, Tagum-
Libugnan, and Cagayan.

It will include the allu-
vial plains of South
Cotabato, Arakan, and North
Cotabato as well as the
highlands of Bukidnon,
Claveria in Cagayan de Oro,
and Marilog and Budha in
Davao City.

SAFDZs will also be es-
tablished in the wetlands and
lake bodies of Mainit,
Liguasan, Agusan-Surigao
Marshland, Lake Lanao wa-
tershed and the resources of
Jolo and Tawi-Tawi sea
farms.

These SAFDZs in
Mindanao will be piloted as
model convergence areas for
‘total agri-industrial develop-
ment where concemned gov-
ernment agencies will pour
in the much needed infra-
structure, technical, credit
and marketing support ser-
vices,

The DA will also develop
product diversification and
value-added technologies as

Wy
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well as develop markets for
banner crops.

The DA will push for
closer integration with local
and international markets, in
particularly with the East
Asia Growth Area (southern
Philippines, Malaysia, Indo-
nesia and Brunei).”’

At the same time, it will
rationalize the coconut in-
dustry. Coconut covers 42
percent or 1.45 million hect-
ares of total agricultural
lands in Mindanao. But 60
percent of coconut lands are
currently unsuitable for co-
conut farming.

In the end, 1t 1s sull pn-
vate sector efficiency that
counts. Large manufacturers,
cottage indusiries, and farms,
all must be well-run n or-
der to be competitive. This
involves attaining high pro-
ductivity, Jow costs, good
produet quality, and optimal
investment. (MNC Agri

" News Service)

RP A NET IMPORTER
OF PEANUTS - DA

THE Philippines 1s a net
importer of peanuts, but per
capita consumption at half
a kilo a year is very low

Because ol low produc-
tion, the country imports
raw, roasted, preserved and
prepared peanuts amounting
to $4.154 million each year.

In contrast, export of raw
peanuts and processed prod-
ucts is very limited.

The average production
for 1991-93 was only 0.72
tons per hectare against the
goal of the Department of
Agriculture’s (DA) Key Pro-
duction Area (KPA) of 2.5
tons per hectare.

According to the DA,
seeds for planting and pro-
cessing are still the major
concern of the peanut indus-
try

An orgamzed peanut seed
grower's association which
can assure supply of quality
seeds for planting is also
lacking.

The availability of tech-
nical experts is one con-
straint to production. Ad-
equate research and devel-
opment support from the
government is required.

The bulk of produce is
sold in the farm or the
market while the rest is used
as seeds for the next crop-
ping season. What is needed
is the establishment of small-
scale. farm-based peanut
processing plants will assure
a good market

The government should
also provide market and
price incentives by includ-
ing peanut in its buying
scheme for rice and corn

Although peanut 1s con-
sidered a key commercial
¢rop under the approach to
crop production, only about
50,600 hectares 15 planted to
the crop cach vear

[he leading producers are
Cagayan Valley. llocos Re-
pion and Southern Tagalog

PEANUTS: Low production.

The cost of production per
hecture 1s P6,000-9,000.

The net income per hect-
are 1s P10,000-15,000. The
average price ranges from
P14-P16 kiin ol
unshelled nuts

pt.'f

LLocal peanuts are used
mainly for tood consumption
(75 percent), feeds (6 per-
cent). seeds (2 percent) and
other non-food products (17

percent).

Peanut products include
flour, protein isolate, cheese,
paste for shortening and de-
fatted meal for snack foods

Peanut protein is used for,
the manufacture of soft wool
like cream, colored fibers
and adhesive products. The
seed coat 1s a source of com-
mercial tannin and thiamine.
(MNC)

HIGH IMPORT DEMANDS FOR ORNAMENTALS

THE Philippines imported
$1.5 million worth of live
plants in 1997, up from
$527,000 in 1996

This accounts for 89 per-
cent of the total imported
ornamental plants,

At the same time, export
of ornamental plants was
valued at $1.98 million in
1997, out of which $812,000
were live plants. Live plants

compose 41 percent of the
export market

The high import demand
reflects the unstable supply
of omamental plants. The
link to international markets
is inadequate, freight and
transport costs are high,
pricing is uncompetitive,
inputs are expensive, and
planting materials are lim-
ited.

According to the Philip-
pine Council for Agriculture.
Forestry and Natural Re-
sources Research and Devel-
opment (PCARRD), orna-
mental horticulture ‘‘has the
competitive
under the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade.

This is because the coun-
try has a tropical climate, it
is close to the Asia-Pacific

advantage’’

market, it has an adequate
number of entrepreneurs, and
has a literate workforce

Ornamental horticulture,
in fact, is among the com-
modities included in the
government’s High-Value
Crops program, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Key
Commercial Crops Develop-
ment Program, and the De-
partment of Science and
Technology's Agenda for
National Development.

This means higher prior-
ity in terms of technical and
financial support to promote
the industry’s global com-
petitiveness.

The major cutflowers pro-
duced locally are orchids,
anthuriums, roses, gladiol,
heliconia, and chrysanthe-
mum. Some important foli-
age plants are ferns, palms,
podocarpos, crotons, dracae-
nas and kampning

Some B90!hectares have
been planted to cutflowers
with a total production (in
1992) of more than two mil-
lion dozens, Majority of the
cutflowers went to the do-
mestic market. The share ot
the Philippines in the $6.9

million word market is $1.48
million, or less than one
percent (0.023 percent).

The major markets of
Philippine omamental plants
are Japan, the United States,
South Korea and Taiwan.
Potential markets include
Hong Kong and the Middle
East. With the increasing
world demand, the local in-
dustry is aiming for a total
export of $10 million by the
year 2000.

The Department of Sci-
ence and Technology
(DOST) recently approved
P12 million for the mple-
mentation of a five-year
integrated R&D program for
the industry:

The Integrated Ornamen-
tal Horticulture Research and
Development Program to be
implemented until 2001, will
undertake researches to en-
hance the quality of local
cutflowers so they are more
acceptable in the world mar-
ket

The share of the Philip-
pines in the $6.9 million
word market is $1.48 mul-
lion, or less than | percent

(0,023 percent.) (MNC)

'
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JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS IS PREVENTABLE - WHO

THE Japanese encephali-
tis disease that has claimed
at least 56 lives in Malaysia
is preventable by immuniza-
tion of both pigs and humans.

““The human vaccine is
cffective and safe,”’ says the
World Health Organization
(WHO). The vaccine is usu-
ally administered in at least
two doses.

The Malaysian Ministry of
Health “‘has mounted a well
funded campaign to control
the disease,”’ says the WHO.
As of March 23, some 62,721
people have been vaccinated
and 146,000 farms and houses
have been sprayed with insec-
ticide against the mosquito

carrier of the disease.

The virus usually affects
pigs and is transmitted bby
the bite of culex mosquitoes.
**Under normal circumstances,
the discase is only transmit-
ted among pigs,”” the WHO
says. “‘Itis only in exceptional
circumstances that humans are
involved."’

Japanese encephalitis is the
leading cause of viral encepha-
litis in_Asia with 30,000 to
50,000 cases reported cach
year. Acute encephalities can
lead to paralysis, coma and
death.

In Malaysia, between 10
and 70 cases of Japanese
encephalitis are reported each
year. Major outbreaks oc-

curred in Langkawi in 1979,
Penang in 1988 and Serian
district of Serawak in Borneo
in 1992.

A high proportion of the
cases in the current outbreak
have been males. All- have
been associated with or work-
ing in piggeries,

The disease thrives in pig-
pens and animals farms. But
Malaysian doctors say the
disease is not transmitted by
eating pork and cannot be
transmitted by infected people.

Thousands of pigs have
been slaughtered in Malaysia
to prevent the virus from
spreading. Malaysian troops
on March 20 started shoot-
ing the first of more than

300,000 pigs in an attempt to
stop the spread of the Japa-
nese encephalitis virus,

It is estimated that there
were two million pigs before
the outbreak in the hardest-
hit areas. These are the Kinta
district of Perak state and the
Sikamat and Bukit Pelandok
districts of Negri Sembilan
state.

Japanese encephalitis has
been in Malaysia since 1935
but a new strain has report-
edly been discovered in the
carly 1990s in the northern
city of Ipoh. It may be more
resistant to vaccines. The
second virus, although uniden-
tified as yet, has been isolated
and is believed to be pig-
related.

The new virus is part of
the Paramyxo family of wvi-

ruses, unrelated to Japanese
encephalitis, according to
Malaysian health authorities.
Five of the deaths.in Negri
Sembilan were reportedly
caused by the new virus.
Encephalitis 1s an infec-
tious disese of the human
central nervous system char-
acterized by inflammation of
the brain. The typical symp-
toms are headache, fever, and
extreme lethargy, which lead
eventually to coma. Double
vision, delirium, deafness, and
facial palsy often occur in the
acute stage of the disease,
After cffects of encephalitis
may include deafness, epi-
lepsy, and dementia,
Scveral types of encepha-
litis are caused by viral in-
fection of the ceniral nervous
system. These types fall into

two main groups, primary
neurotropic-virus infections
and secondary infections oc-
curring as complications of a
primary virus infection else-
where in the body.

Japanese B cncephalitis is
one of the’ neurotropic-virus
encephalitis that primarily
affect wild and domestic
animals and birds, The dis-
case is transmitted to humans
from these animals by inscct
veetors.

Saint Louis encephalitis,
first recognized in 1933 dur-
ing an epidemic in Saint
Louis, Missouri, is transmit-
ted to humans by moksquito
bites. Other mosquito-borne
types of encephalitis are Japa-
nese B encephalitfis, Califor-
nia encephalitis, and equine
encephalomyelits. (MNC)

BANGUS: From Taiwan.

BANGUS IMPORTS THREATEN
LOCAL FISHPOND OPERATIONS

IT was a short-lived high for bangus.

The recent provincial price of P100-plus
per kilo of bangus is now hovering around
P75 per kilo. The industry suspects the rea-
son is what they call the ‘‘massive importa-
tion’’ of bangus from Taiwan in recent months.

The importation threatens the P27 billion
bangus industry that makes up about 40 percent
of the country’s aquaculture output.

According to the Chamber of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (CFAR), about 70 metric
tons of bangus from Taiwan was imported in
January and February alone.

Bangus was part of about 1.1 million kilos
of fish from Taiwan, South Korea and Japan
that landed in the Navotas fish port. During
the same period in 1998, imported fish prod-
ucts unloaded at the fish port amounlcd to
only 78,155 Kkilos.

Cnttcs from the P27 billion industry is
questioning the import moves, citing provi-
sions in the Fisherics Code that fishery prod-
ucts may only be imported if certified necc-
essary by the Department of Agriculture.

Fishpond operators are now asking who
certified the importation.

The importation weighs in favor of bangus
from Taiwan that averages from 500 grams
to one kilo per fish. Local bangus weighs on
the average about 250 to 300 grams per fish.

Big bangus is favored over small because of

the bigger and fatter belly (an all-time favor-
ite), although bangus growers swear the smaller
ones taste better,

The local bangus industry insists that it
can more than supply the market. They cite
1998 prices when provincial prices averaged

about P30 to P40 per kilo, a low price in-
dicating that the supply is more than the
demand.

In fact, the CFAR expects fishery produc-
tion to reach 3.4 million metric tons by 2004

due mainly to the 42 percent contribution of

domestic aquaculture. Bangus fishponds from
the bulk of the country’s aquaculture indus-
try.

The CFAR plans to ask the Department of

Agriculture to reconsider higher tariffs -- as
much as 80 percent -- on bangus imports.
The tariff protection will be given only to
selected fish products, including bangus, the
country’s leading fisheries produect.

The present tariff of 3 to 10 percent for
all frozen fish imports provides, the CFAR
says, insufficient protection. In contrast, other
countries impose higher tanffs, as in Japan
with tariff levels as high as 100 percent.

The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas says the fish
imports avill result in the ‘‘economic massa-
cre’’ of small fishermen.

It says the fish imports consist of - aside
from bangus -- alumahan bato, burot, chabelta,
galunggong, matambaka, oriles, salay bata,
salmon, tuylingan -- the very fish harvested
by small, municipal fishermen.

The current fish imports policy, it says, is
i reflection of the government's commitment
to liberalize the fisheries scctor as mandated
by the free trade agreement under the World
Trade Organization. “*Transnational fishing
corporations and local fish importers are
responsible for the massive dumping,’’ the
non-government organization says. (MNC Agri
News Service)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
ZND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG, CAVITE
Land Reg. Case No,

98-159 LRA Record No, N-70366

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General,
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila;
Executive Director, Region IV, DENR, L & S Bldg,, 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita,
Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area,
Manila; the Hon., Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bldg., Elliptical Road,
Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon
City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services
Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District Engineer, the
CENRO Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, Trece Martires City, the Municipal Mayaor,
the Municipal Council, Amadea, Cavite; Gregoria Diloy, #240 Salinas, Bacoor, Cavite; Hernando
Costelo, #483 C. Bayani 5t., Brgy. 3, Pob. Amadeo, Cavite; Ofelia Marquez, Brgy. 2 Paob.
Amadeo, Cavite; Gregorio Bayot, Caridad Bayot, both in Brgy. Dagatan. Amadeo, Cavite
AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by ROYAL ASIA MULTI-
PROPERTIES INCORPORATED, represented by Joel Pinawin, Unit 17, Block 2, Royal Town
Homes, Marcos Alvarez Avenue, Talon 5, Las Pinas City, Metro Manila. Thru Alejandro
and Anarna Law Offices, #11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion 4118, Silang, Cavite. By Atty.
Irinec A, Anarna praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following
described land, :

A parcel of land (Lot 2302, Cad 482-D Amadeo Cadastre; as shown on plan Ap-04-
009442, L.R.C. Record No. ), situated in the Brgy. of Dagatan; Mun, of Amadeo;
Prov, of Cavite. Bounded on the S., along line 1-2 by Lot 2303; on the SW., along line
2-3 by Lot 2301; on the NW., along line 3-4 by Lot 2285; along lines 4-5-6 by Lot 2280;
and on the SE., along line 6-1 by Lot 2445 all of Cad 482-D Amadeo Cadastre. Beginning
at a point marked ''1"" on plan being N. 36 deg. 38'E., 2596.65 m. from BLLM No. 1,
Cad 4B2-D Amadeo Cadastre.

thence S, BS5 deg.
thence N. B deg.
thence N. 78 deg.
thence N. BO deg.
thence N. 71 deg. 1B°E., 60.64 m. to
thence S, 7 deg. 12'W., 132.089 to the point of baginning,

containing an area of SIXTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY SIX (16,786)
SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and marked on the ground
by PS. cyl, conc. mons. 16 x 60 cm; bearings grid; date prepared: December 10, 1895;
and was approved on January 12, 1996. '

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at its session to be held
at MCTC, Silang, Cavite, Philippines on the 7th day of April, 1999 at 2:00 P.M., then
and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof,
and to submit evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at said Court at
the time and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded and !he title to the land will
be adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the “evidence before the Court
and thereafter you will forever be barred from contesting said application lor petition) or
any decree entered thereon,

Witness: the HON. JOSE A, MENDOZA, Acting Judge of said Court,
November, 1998,

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 24th day of November,

AETE B8 T

134 Amorsolo St,, Legaspl
the Regional

Manila; the

14°'W.,
50'W.,
56°E.,
11E..

124.41 . to
109.32 . to
67.40 m. to
34.87 . to

point 2
point 3
point 4;
point 5;
point 6;

the 18th day of
1998.

ALFREDO R. ENRIQUEZ
Administrator
Land Registration Authority
A True Copy: By:
(Snd.) ADELAIDA |, CARAIG {Sgd.) SALVADOR L., ORIEL
Chief, Publication of Notices Section Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM
April 5, 1988




DENR DRAWS
HEAVY FLAK

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

HE Department of Environment, and
Natural Resources (DENR) has drawn
heavy flak for failing to act decisively
against a Canadian firm that caused the death of

Boac River.

Marinduque Rep. Edmundo Reyes took the floor last week
to lambaste DENR officials for their apparent lack of politi-
cal will to penalize Placer Dome for the environmental di-
saster it brought three years ago.

The Canadian mining firm caused the worst industrial disaster
in the province when its mine wastes spilled on March 24,
1996, killing and burying the river with several million cubic
meters of tailings.

An estimated 230,000 people of Boac and nearby towns
were badly affected by the incident. The livelihood of at least
2,000 families who depended on the river for food were
displaced.

FOR FAILURE TO ACT
VS CANADIAN FIRM
THAT CAUSED THE
DEATH OF BOAC RIVER

Placer Dome, one of the five world’s biggest mining
companies, owns 40 percent of Marcopper mine that con-
ducted open pit mining in Marinduque for more than two
decades until the disaster

“Three years afler the incident, Placer Dome has not kept

its promise to rchabilitate one of the province’s principal °

river systems and has even shown incontrovertibly that it
wants tq walk away as fast.and as inexpensively as pos-
sible,”” Reyes said.

He specifically accused DENR officials of playing kid gloves
with Placer Dome, saying that they have not “*come up with
definitive decision on what to do with the mine tailings.”’

Reyes noted that for three years, the DENR has practically
not taken any major action on the mine tailings except to issue
a letter denying the Canadian firm's requests to apply its pro-
posed submarine tailings disposal (STD).

The February 16 denial of DENR was made because the people
of Boac strongly rejected STD for fear the method would further
damage marine life along the province's coastal waters.

““This practice (STD) has been banned in Canada since the
1970s, and in the United States, the ban is still enforced,” he
said.

Reyes bewailed the decision of Environment and Natural
Resources Secretary Antonio Cerlles to allow Placer Dome to
propose other means of disposing the tailings. The Canadian mining
firm is insisting on the use of STD since it is the cheapest way
of getting rid of mine wastes

He also deplored the incompetence of the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau for failing to provide accurate assessment of the
water quality of Boac and the nearby Mogpog River The agency
could not categorical declare whether the waters in both nvers
are safe or not.

Reyes was forced to seek help from the Afenco de Muanila
University's environmental sciences program thal conducted
separate studies on the water quality of both rivers. It found that
Mogpog River is contaminated with heavy metals particularly
copper. .

““The river's copper content is three times the acceptable level, "
he said, estimating that 10,000 w0 15,000 residents who rely on
the river for drinking may have been affected with the contami-
nated water.

He pointed out that if DENR does not have the expertise nor
the funding to undertake such studies especially on management
of mine tailings, there are experts from Canada who are willing
to come to the Philippines upon the invitation of ‘DENR offi-
cials.

Reyes also attacked the Canadian mining firm for failing to
provide separation pay for some of its workers displaced by its
decision to shut down operations in Marindugue.

“‘Place Dome has not paid separation pay in the amount of
P40 million to more than a hundred of its former employees
despite its total net worth of P100 billion,"" he said. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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DETERIORATING WELFARE
OF RURAL WOMEN NOTED

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

AS major providers of
food and income, rural
women are critical to the
sustenance of the world’'s
poor.

But policies on poverty,
agriculture, land reform,
settlement and structural ad-
justment do not generally
consider rural and
women’s differential condi-
tions and needs, nor are the
differential policy impacts on
men and women considered

The effect has often been
a detertoration 1n the wel-
fare of the most disadvan-
taged groups in society, par-
ticularly rural women, says
the Food and Agnculture Or-
ganization (FAO),

““This is reflected in the
fact that, for the first time
in many years, maternal and
infant mortality rates are rs-
ing and girls’ school enroll-
ment is declining in several
developing countries,”” FAO

men

says

““Rural poverty will only
be alleviated if these issues
are recognized and fully in-
tegrated into policy and pro-
gram design, implementation
and evaluation.™

The ncreased concentra-
tion of poverty among rural
women can be attributed to
their limited access to and
control over productive re-
sources (especially land,
water, labor, inputs and tech-
nology), services (extension,
training and credit), and
markets, and to their limited
participation in decision-
making processes oriented
towards enhancing agricul-
tural productivity and im-
proving the status of rural
dwellers.

When housecholds must
generate additional eamings
or confront a decrease in
access to services due to
economic crisis, structural

adjustment programs or loss
of resources, it is generally
women who must mobilize
their energies to compensate,
says FAO.

Changes in land and tree
tenure, land use, technology
and inputs are viewed by
women according to their
effects on the supply of wa-
ter for domestic use and
small-scale irrigation; on the
possibilities for gathering
food, fuelwood, fodder,
medicinal plants and raw
materials for small indus-
tries; and on tree, plant and

animal production for con-
sumption and sale.

Besides resource access
and land tenure patterns that
favor men, rural women must
cope with poor availability
and quality of means of pro-
duction, eroding énviron-
mental conditions, male out-
migration, and decreasing ac-
cess to services.

Still, over the past two
decades, there is evidence to
indicate that progress has
occurred, although limited in
SCUPL‘.

According to the United

Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), female
life expectancy has increased
20 percent faster than that
of males and females have
advanced nearly twice as fast
in adult literacy and com-
bined school enrollment in
the developing world

The UNDP says that more
than half the women in
developing world now use
modern contraceptives and
their fertility rate has fallen
from 5.4 in 1970-75 to 3.6
in 1990-95. (MNC Agri
News Service)
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