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FVR CHARGES PERSECUTION

PARANOIA?

FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS HAS ASSUMED A PARANOIAC STANCE THAT
HE IS BEING HOUNDED BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA’S ADMINISTRATION
BECAUSE OF HIS NON-ACCOUNTING OF THE P7.8 BILLION ARMED FORCES
MODERNIZATION FUND, WHICH HE DISMISSED AS HAVING BEEN REVERTED
TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT.

® An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: President Estrada thanks Millard Fuller, founder and chairman of Habitat for Humanity International, during the start lust
week of the construction of housing units in Maragendon, Cavite by volunteers of the US-based organization. The project, which calls for the construction
of 250 housing units throughout the country, is being undertaken by thousands of local and foreign volunteers led by former US President Jimmy Carter.

(Malucarang Photo)
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RAMOS CHARGES
PERSECUTION!

By ERIC S. GIRON

ORMER President Fidel

Ramos has

assumed a paranoiac stance that he is being

hounded by President Joseph Estrada’s
administration because of his non-accounting of
the P7.8 billion Armed Forces modernization fund,
which he dismissed as having been reverted to the
general fund, and the centennial project.

A third anomaly burning
a hole in the state-owned Na-
tional Power Corporation
coffers 1s the Ramos
government’s going overboard
in the purchase of P35.2 bil-
lion from 46 independent
power producers last year,

The House good govern-
ment commitiee chaired by
Rep. Edgar Lara claims it has
failed to establish conclusively
misuse of funds against Ramos
and his Cabinet members with
regard to the P7.8 billion AFP

trust fund. Lara is relinquish- °

ing investigation to the jus-
tice department.

Lara said his committee
failed to establish ‘‘a connec-
tion between technical
malversation and the parties
criminally responsible’” with
regard to the P7.8 billion
appropnated by Republic Act
7898 (Armed Forces Modern-
1ization Law) to upgrade the
country’s defense capabilities.
He left it to the justice
department’s discretion to
inquire into the missing fund.

There is “*no sting”” in the
House invitation o Ramos io
attend a hearing, Rep. Joker
Arroyo said, since he 1s re-
garded not as a respondent but
as a resource person. Ramos
can attend or refuse to do so,
Arroyo said. The committee
will set a closed-door hear-
ing.
Lara and Cebu Rep. Clavel
Martinez said the commitice
will focus on remedial meca-
sures so that a trust fund like
the P7.8 billion will not be
misappropriated.  Ramos’
Administrative Order 236 had
transferred the fund which was
part of the proceeds from the
sale of Fort Bonifacio real
estate to his administration’s
general fund.

Ramos claimed Estrada has
been “‘ill-advised’” and

. energy

“*nothing is to be achieved by
the President getting mad at
every turn’’ in lambasting
critics who dragged his name
into the power project con-
troversy and the texthooks
scam. Intrigue is the name of
the pgame of President
Estrada’s enemics,
POWER ANOMALIES

The Ramos administra-
tion’s entry into
projects at the height of the
crisis has left the
country saddled with power
plants operating at half capac-
ity which are being paid as if
these are operating in full
capacity.

The National Power Cor-
poration contracts purchasing
P35.2 billion power from 46
independent power producers
in the carly days of the Ramos
government calls for a review
of the contracts by Surigao
del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay.

The Napocor is under
contract to buy power from
these companies as Ramos
guaranteed to buy all their
output,

The short-term power con-
tracts obligated the govern-
ment ““to buy energy at prices
that were fixed and US dol-
lar-denominated for a period
long enough to ensure huge
margins from their invest-
ment,”” Pichay pointed out.

The 46 privale power pro-
ducers were contracted for
4,688.73 megawatts to meet
up to 50 percent of the
country’s power needs but an
energy glut due to economic
slowdown forced the power
producers to supply the grid
only 2,109 megawalts, Pichay
pointed out.

L] L ] L]

TEXTBOOKS PROBE
OR SMEAR DRIVE?
Scnate investigation into

power *

A

EX-PRES. RAMOS: Hounded.

the P400-million textbooks
purchases by the education
department was muddled by
a smear campaign by a party
that cannot until now accept
Joseph Estrada’s election as
President and has ““stitched
together’® four women with
no clear involvement,

The women have been
labelled as a “*gang of Four™
as in China. But only Mary
Ann Maslog representing
Esteem Enterprises who was
seeking to win the education
department contract to supply
textbooks was found to have
handed over P3 million in cash
sealed in a carton placed in
a plastic bag to Budget and
Management Department liai-
son Celeste Payot al the
Malacafan  parking lot
fronting Mabini Hall on Janu-
ary 19.

Maslog said she delivered
the wrong bag by mistake and
wanted it back, But Payot had
turned over the moneybag to
Budget Sec. Benjamin Diokno
who had it counted and ex-

posed what looked like a bribe
attempt to NBI Director
Santiago Toledo. The case is
now under investigation by the
NBI.

The bribery investigation
has become a two-bladed
weapon probing into who
made money illegally and
instigated by a group whom
President Estrada said 15 out
to discredit him because **they
cannot accept defeat in the last
election.”” They have the
“*Roco-Roco mind and the
gago-gago mind,”” Estrada

played on the family name of

his harshest critic.

Roco urged blue-ribbon
committee chairman. Sen
Aquilino Pimentel Jr.. to
subpoena four women -- Celia
Ejercito de Castro (third
cousin of President Estrada),
Laarni Enriquez (romantically
linked with Estrada). her sis-
ter Alice Geronimo or Nora
Petines, and Maslog -- la-
belled as *‘Gang ol Four."

In the Senate commitice
inquiry, Sen. Juun Ponce

Enrile asked Maslog if she
knew the three other women
whom he mentioned one by
one. To each question Maslog
answered “‘no.”’

The Gang of Four laBel was
at first attributed to a PR firm
hired for a smear campaign
by Estrada’s rivals. Estrada on
his return from his brother’s
funeral in New York was
disturbed by the malicious
reports atinbuted to ““un-
named sources.’” A super-
market type ol reporting” ™ was
how Press Sec. Rod Reyes saw
the names ““stitched together™”
without basis lor the allega-
tions

ROCO URGES
SUMMONS

On Sen. Roco’s petition for
a subpoena of the four women,
Sen. Pimentel said he would
not be stampeded into impli-
cating people without solid
foundation because afterwards
he would be left to do the
dirty work of determining their
connection to the issue.

Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora called for a stop to
spectlative reporting. He said
formal investigation could not
get underway because of
apparent discrepancy in iden-
tifying the suspects, Zamora
was concerned whether Presi-
dent Estrada was aware of the
women linked to him while
he was in the US, Scarcity of
evidence has stymied justice
department investigation and
inaccurate reporting as in three
instances are not helping any,
Zamora said,

In a radio interview,
Pimentel said he could swear
on # stack of Bible there was
no truth at all {o insinuations
that President Estrada had
asked him to slow down on
his probe. He denied his
committee was “‘cool’” in
going after Laarni Enriquez’s
connection to the book scam
but was building strong foun-
dation of credible evidence
before summoning those m-
plicated

Sen. Blas Ople cautioned
prudent use of the Scnate’s
subpocna powers as in the
cuse of de Castro whose name

was brought up by Education
Sec. Andrew Gonzalez al-
though no clear link had been
made on her involvement in
the textbook deal,

Ople said the Senate
should not subpoena merely
to harass ‘‘non-witnesses”’
simply to embarrass political
figures like President Estrada
in this case.

Senate President Marcelo
Fernan agreed there was no
clear basis to summon Laarni
Enriquez. Sccretary Zamora
saild nothing would be gained
by what appears to be a witch-
hunting activity

Malacafian  spokesman
Jerry Barican had reason to
lament that etforts to get to
the bottom of the textbook
scam are muddied by ‘‘reck-
lessly linking innocent people
to the scandal.”’

L ] L [ ]
SPECULATIONS
ON CASINO MAN

The National Bureau of
Investigation is grasping at
straws in its search for the
disappeared casino employe
Edgar Bentain so that his
girlfriend Cecille Subido, who
was with Edgar’s brother
Edcel and uncle Bebot
Lakandi when they last saw
him at the Grand Boulevard
Hotel parking lot on January
16, is pressed to appear be-
fore the NBI.

Subido was seen on Chan-
nel 7 in an interview and NBI
Director Santiago Toledo
would like to know what she
talked over with Bentain on
the telephone after January 16
il indeed she talked to him,
She claimed unidentified per-
sons were tailing them when
they went to Grand Boulevard
Hotel casino,

Bentain was an operator of
the Heritage Hotel casino’s
closed-circuit television moni-
tor that videotaped then Vice
President Joseph Estrada in a
game of baccarat with Charlie
(Atong) Ang in 1996. Bentain
gave a copy of the tape to
Manuel Morato, formerly with
the sweepstakes, who had it
televised in the last presiden-

(Next page, please)
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tial campaign where Estrada
was elected President

Speculations are rife on what
happened to Bentain. He was
reporied seen in Cebu, Bicol,
Bulacan and elsewhere Morato
is blaming Philippine Amuse-
ment and Gaming Corporation
officials for Bentain's disap-
pearance aMhough he has no
evidence to support it Pagoor
Chairman Alice Reves said
Bentain may be hiding in "The
United States becuuse he had
not made one phone call his
father and mother for two
months.

Morato accused Reyes of
diversionary tactic in accusing
him of hiding Bentain. Pagcor
officials said they never inves-
tigated Bentain becuause he had
resigned on July 3, 1997 while
the controversial video was
taped Sept. 17, 1996.

Morato stated the taking of
the gambling on video und its
actual televising had nothing to
do with the Pagcor olficials’
contention. Morato said Bentain
had told him Pagcor officials
were pressuring him after it was
rumored he was the source ol
the videotape.

The police prepared to sub-
poena Subido and if she did not
show up to shed light on the
missing Bentain, Chiel’ Supt.
Lucas Managuelod announced
they will be constrained to file
churges against her of obstruct-
ing justice.

The enminal mvestgation
and detection group said it was
facing a blank wall because it
is receiving misleading infor-
mation from sources who want
to muddle the investigation. On
the other hand, Bentain’s
brother Edcel, Mother Virginia
and uncle Lakandiwa presented
themselves to the NBI last week,
If Subido is not hiding some-
thing the NBI said she should
voluntarily give her statement.

NBI Director Santiago To-
ledo said he had asked Chan-
nel 7 for a copy of Subido’s
interview on Brigada Siete.
Bentain's father Eduardo, chief
of the UP Diliman police, and
his mother believe their son's
disappearance had to do with
the videotape of the baccarat
game at Heritage Hotel casino.
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THE OSCARS 1999

Sophia Loren was the last
Italian 38 years ago to win an
Academy Award as best actress
in Two Women.

This vear's Oscars televised
in over 200 countries in differ-

ent languages was the focus of

attention of the entire globe
Italian comedian  Robert
Bernigni stood on chairs,
enroute to the stage, dived into
the crowd, kissed and hugged
everyone in sight, saying his
bodv was doing strange things.
He embraced Sophia Loren who
gave him one of his awards as
best actor

When he won another award
for best foreign film Life is
Beautliful, while he directed, co-
authored and starred in, he
complained: **This is a terrible
mistake because | used up all
my English... Grazie all'ltalia,
Gracle all’'America.”’

Twenty-five-year-old

Gwyneth Paltrow became an
overnight major Hollvwood star
as the love interest Lady Viola
in Shakespeare in Love, which
was also the top motion pic-
ture awardee ol the Producers’
Guild of America. Alter all
Miramax spent more than $2
million to make the lilm
But the favorite for best
picture, Saving Private Ryan,
cost more. It won director
Steven Spielberg his sccond

Os0ur.. and four ather awaeds.

for best cinematography, edit-
ing, sound and sound effects
editing.

“All's well that ends well,*”
Shakespeare was quoted by
Miramax head Harvey
Weinstein.

Veteran actor James Coburmn,
70. was best supporting actor
in the role of an abusive. un-
forgiving father in Affliction.
And Britain’s Dame Judy
Wench was best supporting
actress as Queen Elizabeth [ in
Shakespeare in Love.

Shakespeare in Love took
six Oscards including screen-
play by writers Max Norman
and Torn Stoppard of the ro-
mantic comedy, costume design,
original musical or comedy
score ol Stephen Warbeck, art
direction aside from best actress
in a lead role and best picture.

There was controversy in the
Academv’s choice of Eha Kazan
as an honorary Oscar recipient,
among industry workers who
had been displaced for fear
especially after he admitted to
the Committee on Un-Ameri-
can Activities in the 1950s that
he was & member of the com-
munist party and named names
in exchange for freedom. But
when Kazan came to accept the
trophy, there was lukewarm
applause from the audience

Spiclberg paid homage to the
late Stanley Kubrick, saying he
did not like to see the century
he had made famous in 2001:
A Space Odyssey. Kubnck di-
rected A Clockwork Orange, Dr.
Strangelove, Paths® of Glory.
Lolita, Spartacus.

The short animated film
Bunny by Chris Wedge and
short film-live action Election
Night (Valgaften) by Kim
Maggnusson and Anders Tho-
mas Jensen also won awards
Other awardces were screen-
play-adaptation Geds and
Monsters (Bill Condon), origi-
nal song When You Belleve in
The Prince of Egypt (Stephen
Schwartz), documentary feature
The Last Days (James Moll and
Ken Lipper), documentary short
subject The Personals. Impro-
visations on Romance in the
Golden Days (Xeiko 1bi), lrve
ing J. Thalberg Memarial
(Norman Jewison) and visual
effects What Dreams May Come
(Gary Rydstrom, Gary Sum-
mers, Andy Nelson and Robert
Judkins)
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RP, CHINA HARDLINE
STANCE ON
SPRATLYS

The Philippines’ locus s
concern over new Chinese struc-
tures on Mischiet’ Reel in the
Spratlys west of Palawan while
China wants to talk about the

China Sea spectrum with regard
to bilateral relations with the
Philippines

Philippines-China consultu-
tons on problems ansing over
jurisdiction in the Spratly ar-
chipelago in the South China
Sea were broached by President
Joseph Lstrada in his half-hour
audience with United Nations
Secretary General Kofi Annan
at the UN headquarters in New
York.

Ambassador Wang Yi, as-
sistant foreign minister for Asia-
Pacific, heads a Chinese del-
egation visiting the Philippines
purportedly to launch “‘confi-
dence-building measures’' but
no specific agenda between the
two countries has been agreed
upon.

The Chinese delegation is
not expected to offer ideas on
their offer for the joint use of
Mischief Reef facilities, Wang
Yi had a luncheon meeting with
Foreign Sec. Domingo Siazon
Jr. at the Makati Shangri-la
Hotel. Wang said the Mischiet
Reef situation should be viewed
in a more “‘rational and unemo-
tional manner’” and express
beliet in resolving Philippines-
China relations problems peace-
fully.

In his talk with Annan,
Estrada said the consultations
with China will continue. But
he did not rule out raising the
plan of the Association ol
Southeast Asian  Nations
(Asean) 1o ask China to sign a
multilateral code of conduct
aimed 1o deter further unautho-
rized constructions in the
Spratlys like the four-story
building with radar device on
Mischiel’ Reel.

While China claims the
entire Spratlys group as parl of
its offshore islands, the Philip-
pines claims the territory within
its exclusive 200-mile economic
zone which includes Mischiet
Reel. Other claimants to cer-
tuin isles are Brunei. Malaysia,
Vietnam uand Tuiwan which
have all occupied certain isles
except Brunei,

MASLOG: Wrong delivery?

Annan commended Estra-
da's efforts in seeking a peace-
ful solution to China’s intru-
sion on Mischief Reet within
the Philippine zone which is u
violation of international law
Estrada said China's moves
aggravate the volatile situation
in the disputed Spratlvs

While The Philippines seeks
to resolve the problem through
dialogue with China, Estrada
said he hopes China will do ihe

same. I diplomatic ¢fforts fail,
Ambassador Felipe Mabilangan
to the United Nations said the
Philippines will raise the issue
helore the UN General Assem-
by

At the last Asean meeting
in Singapore, the delegates dis-
cussed the expansion of Chi-
nese structures on
Reet

In their UN talk, Annan also
lauded the Philippines” peace
eltorts with the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front and the National
Democratic Front.
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IMPORT CONTROL
ORDER AMENDED
Trade and Industry Sec. Jose
Pardo recalled Administrative
Order 58 which he branded as a
_mistake because it grants the
petrochemical industry import
control powers violating World
Trade Orgamzation rules

Pardo said both his depart-
ment and the newly formed
Leonomic Mohilization Group
had been bypassed when AO 58
was released because he was then
out-of-town. The EMG had not
been consulted, although it s
tasked with recommending eco-
nomic policies.

There seemed 10 be intent to
usurp certain privileges and power
on the part of Petrochemical and
Plastics Mohilizanon Task Force
lo remove “‘guantitative restric-
tions on the industry, * Pardo said
this was a mistake because the
government will not allow the task
force to grant and withhold pow-
ers on import clearance for pet-
rochemical and plastic products
which could be subject to abuse

Mischiel

WE
FORUM

Pardo said the administrative
order was being rewritten by him
and Executive Secc. Ronaldo
Zamora so that the task lorce will
not have regulatory jurisdiction
but will be conlined to monitor-
ing the petrochemical sector and
1o recommend improvement of
competitivehess in the industry

He said the government-pri-
vate sector body was never in-
tended to he given
control imporis but was designed
to be a research body that would
recommend  development and
competitive measures,  Pardo
pointed out AO 58 Is nol sanc-
tioned by the trade and industry
department and the interagency
group.

The Philippine Plastics Indus-
try Association strongly objected
10 ADSE as their group was not
consulted and they did not en-
dorse the task force. “*Any form
of import control will surely bring
higher prices nol to mention
bribery and corruption,’” was how
the plastics association regarded
AQ 58,

Its president, Damel Yu, said
providing the committee with
power Lo control imports was
prejudicial to small producers and
limits importation of goods *'un-
ecconomical manufacturers.””

Anoiher task force member,
the Association of Petrochemi-
cal Manufacturers of the Philip-
pines, supports AO 58 But the
PPIA wamed any form of impont
control will bring higher prices
and corruption. The plastics in-
dustry says it has not been con-
sulted. [t does not endorse nor
support the creation of the Pet-
rochemical and Plastics Mobili-
zation Task Force and ns func-
tions and purposes.”

power Lo

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT & EX-OFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

in the morning or soon thereafter,

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
on March 4, 1999 by CITIBANK, N.A., Mortgagee, with principal offices at Citibank Canter,
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City, pursuant to the terms and conditions of Real Estate Mortgage
dated May B, 1990 and AMENDMENT TO REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE dated May 21, 1996,
executed and signed in due form by SPOUSES SHINICHI HIRAYAMA and IMELDA M. LANDICHO-
HIRAY AMA, Mortgagors, with address at #615 Bagumbayan St., Bacood, Sta. Mesa, Manila,
in order to satisfy the mortgage debt of the mortgagors to the mortgagee in the aggregate
amount of P5,766,428.80 as of February 8, 1899, inclusive of interests and other charges
as of said date, plus attorney's fees, Sheriff's fees and expenses of foreclosure, the
undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff, Regional Trial Court,
duly authorized Sheriff 1V, hereby announces that on April 19, 1999, at
infront of the main entrance of CITY HALL, MANILA,
facing PHILIPPINE NORMAL UNIVERSITY, will SELL at public auction to the highest bidder,
for CASH and in Philippine Currency, they mortgaged real property and all its improvements
axisting thereon, which particularly described as follows, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.

Manila, she or her
10:00 o'clock

191685

portion of Blk. No. 200 of

situated in the Dist.

X X X X X X X

be.

with law.

A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot No. 4, Blk. No. 2 of the subd. plan psd-35434, being a
PCS-2793, GLARO Rec. No,
of Sampaloc, City of Manila, x x X X X contalning an area of FOUR
HUNDRED SQUARE METERS AND FORTY SQUARE DECIMETERS (400.40), more or lese."’

the cons, and subd, plan

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate and verify for
selves the title of said mortgaged real property and encumbrances thareon, it any

City of Manila, Philippines, March 16, 1999, -
(Sgd.) JESUSA P. MANINGAS
Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff

NOTE: Award of publication hereof in the ““WE FORUM™ drawn by lot in accordance

March 29, April 65 & 12, 1999

7680,

theam-
there

WE FORUM
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IRRI REFUTES CHEMICAL
OISONING OF WORKERS

OS BANOS, Philippines --

There is no truth to the reports

of deaths due to chemical
poisoning at the International Rice
Research Insitute (IRRI). No illness
of any IRRI worker has ever been
linked to pesticide exposure and
claims of some sectors on chemical
poisoning at IRRI remain
unsubstantiated.

In terms of safe handling of pesti-
cides, IRRI is in line with the best
practices in agricultural research insti-
tutions worldwide, and better than many
-- both here in the Philippines and
abroad. IRR] takes every up-to-date
precaution to protect its pesticide ap-
plicators from exposure to agricultural
chemicals

Prior to 1987, procedures in the safe
handling, application, and monitoring
of pesticides have been enforced and
practiced at IRRI. The Institute’s prac-
tices were better than those commonly
employed by farmers. Its pesticide
applicators were already using masks/
respirators and other protective equip-
ment. During those years, IRRI’s pes-
ticide application practices were super-
vised by research divisions.

In 1987, a centralized Trained Pes-
ticide Application (TPA) program was
in place to strengthen the monitoring
of IRRI’s pesticide application practices.
' The initial course is 12 hours in length,
over three days. Refresher courses are
provided every year. In addition, infor-
mation-sharing visits have been made
to pesticide manufacturing plants,

New TPA applicants undergo rigor-
ous medical history, physical and labo-
ratory examinations. Once certified,
TPAs’” health is periodically monitored
and a comprehensive medical exami-
nation is carried out every six months.

TPAs also have the most modern per-
sonal protective equipment -- hooded
coveralls, double-cartridge respirators,
safety goggles, and impermeable gloves,
glove liners and boots. Equipment usage
i1s monitored by supervisors and ran-
dom checks carried out by staff from
IRRI’s Safety Office.

All agricultural chemicals used in
IRRI’s experimental plots are commer-
cially available and approved by the

IRRI HQ: Hot topic.

Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority -- all
of which are widely used by farmers.
Ir addition, an IRRI Research Farm
Committec recommends all agricultural
chemicals used in IRRI farms and are
covered by a Materials Safety Data
Sheet,

Pesticides, however, are only used
in selected IRRI experimental tests as-
sociated with weed control and inte-
grated pest management (IPM) proce-
dures, IPM combines resistant rice plants
and ecological practices known to re-
duce losses duc to pests. and conser-
vation -practices that preserve and in-
crease the natural insect enemies of the
pests that are harmful to rice. However,
the levels of control depend on the
susceptibility of the plant materials,

Aside from the TPA program and the
non-usc of Category | pesticides, IRRI
implemented in 1991 a regular scheme
to monitor insecct, disecase and weed
populations in its fields. Furthermore,
IRRI endorsed IPM as the standard for
pest management in its experimental
farms starting in 1995

IRRI's TPA program is in place and
is regularly updated in accordance with
global standards. The very high stan-
dards of pesticide application, its present
practices in the ground application of
pesticides, and the use and care of
personal protection alrcady either meet
or exceed rigorous International Stan-
dards. This was confirmed in a 1999
report by Mr. Chris Meek, a pesticides
applications specialist in agricultural
plantations from the United Kingdom.
In addition, IRRI's practices conform
with FAO’s Code of Conduct for the
Distribution and Use of Pesticides.

In its continuing pursuit of safe prac-
tices, IRRI has imported equipment from
the United States and Japan to improve
the uniformity of spraying application
as well as improve the safety of appli-
cation, With such technology, IRRI is
pursuing studies to determine to what
extent pesticides rates can be reduced,
thus, enhancing safety for the user and
the environment.

In addition, IRRI is targeting to de-
velop improved application practices for

Asian rice farmers -- mostly using back-
pack sprayers. IRRI has alrecady devel-
oped a prototype hand tractor boom and
1s looking into other technological op-
tions from Japan and other countries.

To reduce unnecessary use of agri-
cultural chemicals through IPM, the In-
stitute, in collaboration with the Uni-
versit® of the Philippines Los Baiios
(UPLB), and medical consultants, also
carried out a research and published a
book in 1993 on. “*Pesticides. rice
productivity and farmers’™ health ™" In
1994, the findings of the book were
used in a video documentary that was
well received worldwide highlighting
both the health and cconomic conse-
quences, of misuse of pesticigdes in rice

IRRL with headquarters in the Phil-
ippines and offices in 1 countries. is
the world’s leading international rice
rescarch and training cenfer. It 1s an
autonomous. nonprofit institution that
is concerned about increasing rice pro-
duction worldwide while maintaining the
natural resource base. Its goal is to
improve the well-being of present and
futurc generals of rice farmers and
consumers, particularly those with low
incomes. IRRI is part of the Consulta-
tive Group on International Agricultural
Rescarch (CGIAR), an association of
public and private donor agencies that
funds 16 international research centers.

IRRI SCIENTISTS: At work.
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REBELS: Back to the mainstream of society.

16,500 INSURGENTS APPLY FOR AMNESTY

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

A TOTAL of 16,500 rebels have ap-
plied for amnesty with the National Am-
nesty Commission (NAC) since the gov-
ernment launched its peace initiatives
among various insurgent groups.

This was revealed last week by Sen.
Gregorio Honasan during the delibera-
tions at the Senate floor on the pro-
posed concurrent resolution with Presi-
 dent Proclamation 21, which grants am-
nesty to rebels and insurgents and cre-
ates the NAC.

The Senate resumed the deliberations
on the proclamation amid developments
that thre the peace talks between the
government and the Utrecht-based com-
munist leaders in a standstill.

President Joseph Estrada immediately
suspended negotiations with the com-
munists after members of the New
People’s Army had abducted several
police and military officers.

Of the total number of amnesty ap- |

plications, it was noted, the NAC has
already denied 636 because of pending
court cases against the applicants.
Honasan, who led military reels be-
longing to Rebolusyonaryong Alyansang
Makabayan (RAM) in launching the

bloodiest coup at-
tempt in the coun-
try, sought to

635 APPLICANTS

of labor Ileader
Rolando Olalia and
his driver and a

transfer to the new

DENIED BECAUSE

number of leaders

commission the
jurjsdiction over

OF PENDING COURT

of cause-oriented
organizations,

the applicants
with pending

CASES AGAINST THEM

The case of the

charges in the
regular courts.

He said the proposed commission will
be empowered to decide on these crimes
that were committed in furtherance of
political beliefs and were listed in the
proclamation,

Honasan explained that the defini-
tion of political beliefs includes but not
limited to “‘acts or omissions under-
taken as part of a plan, program of action
or strategy decided by the rebel
leadershipo to overthrow and replace
the national government, any of its
political divisions, with or without the
use of arms.”

This definition would, in effect, pro-
vide RAM members security from pros-
ecution for various crimes they com-
mitted during the Aquino administra-
tion including the summary execution

brutal murder of
Olalia was resur-
rected recently
when a former RAM member came into
the open and admitted the crime. He
implicated several ranking RAM offic-
ers. some of whom have already been
arrested.

The military colonel turned-senator
pointed out that the killings of the labor
leader and his driver were acts in fur-
therance of rebellion and thus included
in the crimes covered by proclamation.

Honasan cited that “‘one of the wit-
nesses indicated that the killings were
preparatory to a coup.’’

Bk

The other crimes covered by the proc-
lamation are: 1) rebellion, insurrection
or coup d'etat; 2) disloyalty of public
officers or employees; 3) inciting to re-
bellion, insurrection and sedition: 4)
illegal assembly and associations; 5)

direct or indirect assault; 6) resistance
and disobedience to a person in author-
ity; and 7) tumults and other public
disturbances.

The list also includes unlau.l’ul means
of publication and unlawful utterances;
alarms and scandals; illegal possession of
firearms, ammunitions, and explosives; and
violations of the Articles of War,

Honasan, however, stressed that mem-
bers of other rebel groups would also
benefit from the proposal. He mentioned
the case of Jaime Sardan, a hitman of the
Alex Boncayao Brigade who was serving
a life sentence for murder. Sardan was
released from jail in 1988 after he proved
that the crime was done on orders of the
communist leadership,

He also mentioned Juanito [taas, the
alleged killer of an American military
adviser assigned in the Philippines, say-
ing that ““the NAC (only) deferred the
decision on his amnesty application since
he appeared his case before the Supreme
Court,””

Honasan also sought for an extensivn
of the government’s amnesty program. He
estimated that if extended, the program
could attract another 4,000 rebels to turn
ta the fold of the law. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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LABOR LEADERS HIT CLOSURE
OF FOREIGN FIRMS’ OPERATIONS

BICOL CONSORTIUM: Dr. Yolanda L. Castroverde (second from left) turns over the
symbolic key of the Bicol Consortium for Agriculture Resources Research and Development
(BCARRD) management to the new consortium director, Prof. Georgina J. Bordado (extreme
left) during the celebration of BCARRD's 23rd anniversary recently. Looking on are Dr.
Magno S. Conag, Jr. (second from right), President of the Camarines Sur State Agricultural

College (CSSAC) and Dr. Beatriz P. del Rosario (extreme right), Officer-in-Charge of

Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Rescarch and
Development (PCARRD).

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 94, QUEZON CITY

FE F. VALINO,
Patitioner,
- versus -
MANUEL P. VALINO,
Respondent.

CIVIL CASE NO, Q-96-27873

DECISION

This is an action for declaration of nullity of marriage filed by Fe Valina (Petitioner), against
her husband Manuel P, Valino {Respondent), on the ground that the latter is Psychologically
Incapacitated te comply with the essential obligations of marnage under the Family Code of the
Philippines, as amended.

After the Assistant City Prosecutor had reported that no collusion between the parties exist,
the Court proceeded with the prasentation of the petitioner's evidence without the participation
of the respondent who did not file his Answer nor attend the hearing of this case

Culled from the testimony of the petitioner, it appears that she and the respondents wers
married on May 30, 1960 in a religious rites in Malate, Manila, as evidenced by their marriage

contract (Exh. **A’'). Out of their marriage, no children were born

[LABOR leaders have de-
nounced the closure of the

manufacturing operations of

at least six transnational firms,
saying it will be bad for the
labor sector, in particular. and
the national economy, at large

The leaders said the clo-
sure would definitely worsen
the unemployment condiiion
in the country. As of 1998,
the country’s unemployment
rate hit 9.6 percent to three
million. according to the
National Statistics Ollice

Gem de Guzman. informa-
tion oflicer at the Bukluran
ng Manggagawang Pilipino
(BMP), told the Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
tariex) last week that it would
not he easy lor the govem-
ment to create enough jobs
for the workers displaced by
the ¢losure ol the
lunng multin-
tnonal companies (MNCs)

A recent report by the
Fimplosers Confederation ol
the  Plulippines €O
Jiovwed that o total ol
estublislunents were closed
1998 allecting ahout 200,001
warkers who permuanentiv lost
their jobs

De Guzman noted that the
mounting unemployment rate
compounded by the closure ol
the manufactunng plants ol
some MNCs would result in
socil unrest among Filipie
warkers. ““Some might resorl
1o erime and violencee o meet
the basie needs of their fume-
iy, he smd

In g sepuarate interview
lawver Edgar Martir. legal
counsel of the Alliance of Free
Workers (AFW), said the
departure off MNCs would
Sparalyze " the labor
ol the country

““Our population 15 grows-

manulage-
facilities ol

seclor

ing constantly and job oppor-
tunities are declining,”” he
pointed out. **What do we do
with the growing number of
our displaced workers and
unemployed graduates?””

Martir said the present
labor situation might also
weeken the workers’ bargain-
ing leverage in pursuing their
demands through the so-called
collective bargaining agree-
ment (CBA)

The CBA is a process
through which lubor and
management seftle their terms
and conditions of work and
emplovment including lacili-
tics and machinery tor gney-
ance und conciliation

He said workers are faced
with o dilemma. The threat of
MNCs 1o close their opera-
tions here, he said. might
campel them o submit to
manuagement demands. one of
which s to wave their nights
o torm or join a unon

I this happens. he added.
workers would expose thems-
selves 1o explotation and
manipulations by management

Recently, Abbot Laborato-
nes and the Novartis Group
(maker of  Ovwaltine and
Gietber) joined fellow mulfi-
nationals Johnson & Johnson
Philippines Inc., Warner-Lam-
bert Philippines Inc.. Philips
Ilectronmies and Lighting Inc
Van Melle Philippines Inc.,
and Colgate-Palmolive Phil-
ippines Inc. in transferring
their operations to other coun-
tries

Abbot Laboratories. one of

the company's leading phar-
maceutical companies. closed
down its munulactuning plant
for vitamins and other medi-
cine as 1t decided 10 source
its requirements from other
local manufucturers. The phar-
maceutical firm also sold s

manufacturing concern for
intravenous supply to local
rival Euromed Laboratories.

Novartis, on the other
hand, shut down its Canlubang
plant under ils consumer
health division. The company,
however, will maintain the
status quo in its nutrition
division, which covers
Ovaltine and Gerber products.

Colgate-Palmolive Philip-
pines Inec., which has been
operating in the country for
the last 70 years, has report-
edly started to phase out its
manulactuning operation and
has laid off some of its work-
ers. It will reportedly import
its requirements from Thai-
land

De Guzman has harsh
words for MNCs that will
make the Philippines a dump-
ing ground for imported fin-
ished products, He said they
would, 1n effect, indirectly
subsidize the labor sector of
other countries where the
manutacturing plants of MNCs
are located

“What will happen ts that
we will merely become con-
sumers of theirs (workers of
other countries) produce,
while we do not have similar
goods to sell to them in re-
turn,”” he said

Martir said there is need
to amena the Labor Code to
make the Philippines more
attractive to MNCs, but not
at the expense ol workers. It
is, in fact, an idea that the
government i1s working on.

Trade and Industry Sccre-
tary Jose Pardo iold a recent
gathering of businessmen that
the Presidential Task Force on
Labor Policy is tasked to
amend the Labor Code to
make it more nvestor-
friendly. (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentaries)

After their marriage respondent did not practice his profession as a dentist, although petitioner
constructed a dental clinic for his use. Respondent depended on the money petitioner gave him
and instead of helping petitioner earn a living. respondent prefers to hotel happanings with his
frisnds, going to first-class restaurants and goes home late every night, which was the frequent
cause of their quarrels

Four (4) yeare after their marriage. respondent latt the conjugal home and abandoned petitioner
and Instead lived with another woman, Since 1863, respondent falled to communicate with the
petitioner except in 1968 wherein ha borrowed money from petitioner in the amount of PS5 000.00
(Exh. "'B'') and greed to sign a confirmation that the properties purchased by petitioner came
exclusively from her peraphernal funds which she inherited frem her father who founded the Manila
Blue Printing. However, as husband and wife, they did not acquire any property and that the loan
taken from the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) had alisady beun fully paid by herein
petitioner. After he got the aforesaid money from the petitioner, respondent disappeared again and
up to now his whereabouts is unknown to petitionar

The next witness presented was Dra. Cecilia A. Albaran, a Medical Specialist and a Psychiatrist
who examined petitioner and interviewed the latter about respondent considering that the latter
falled to go to Dr, Albaran psychiatric evaluation,

In her psychiatric evaluation (Exh, **C"'}, Dra. Albaran concluded that respondent in this case
manifested the following behavior:

tithe need for others to assume responsibility for major areas of his life and a difficulty
in initiating projects or during things on his own like putting up a clinic. These traits
then speaks of a dependent personality which may be considered a disorder because
of ite pervasive patterns and it comes significant disturbance in his interpersonal
relationship. Manuel has also shown lack of emphaty or unwillingness to recognize
the feslings and needs of others as well as interpersonal exploitativeness for which
he took advantage of othere to achieve his own needs, These manifestation points

to a narcissistic personality disorder. With the conglomeration of twao personality disorders
which Is incurable at this point, Manuel Is psychologically incapacitated to perform

his basic marital ahligation.””
Evidently, the psychologlcal incapacity of the respondent was already existing even at the time

ol the celebration of their marriage although it became manitest only thereatter

alorestated incapacity

observe mutual love, jespect
Finally. on August G

and fidelity
1994

|Underscoring supplied]

respondent failled te comply with the mandate of Article of Article 68 of

the Famlily Code, (supral which provides that “"the husband and wife are obliged to live together,

and render mutual help and support ™'

Assistant City Prosecutor Ben V. dela Cruz filed a Cartification

which attests in effect that he agrees what the psychiatrist’'s finding that respondent Is psycho-

logically incapacitated to perform the essential obligation of marriage above-mentioned.
WHEREFORE, premises cansidered,
1.) Declaring the matriage contracted by the herein Fetitioner and Respondent an absolute hullity

with all the effects thersol as provided by law

2.) Declaring their marriage dissolved and henceforth their property relation shall be governed

by the regime of complete separation of property

3.) Allowing the petitioner to resume the use of her maiden name

4.} Ordering the Local Civil Registrar of Manila and the National Statistics Office of Quezon
City to respectively cancel in their Book of Marriages the marriage contracted by the herein parties
wopearing therein, and in lieu thereof, to record this Decision in accordance with law

SO ORDERED

Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines

WE FORUM

March 29, 1999

February 2, 1999

judgment s hereby rendered

In view ol the

(Sgd.) ROMEO F. ZAMORA
Judge
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Ramos’ day of reckoning?

HE Senate blue-ribbon committee seeks the prosecution of former

President Fidel Ramos in connection with the P7.35-billion
Centennial Expo at Clark Economic Zone in Pampanga and the
implementor of the Ramos infrastructure projects, Vice President
Salvador Laurel, who was the National Centennial Commission
chairman.

The committee’s S1-page report found Ramos and his four
Cabinet men -- Secretaries Gregorio Vigilar (public works and
highways), Salvador Enriquez (budget), Cesar Bautista (trade and
industry) and Salvador Escudero (agriculture) -- as having illegally
diverted funds to the Centennial project.

Diverting funds applies to all even if they are excluded under
the law, President Estrada said of people close to him whom he
warned against using his name in influence peddling.

The Senate is looking into suspicions aired that Malacaian
fired Budget Undersecretary Virgilio Ifurung as a fall guy or scapegoat
to take the heat off administration officials being linked to the
multimillion-peso textbook purchase scandal of the education de-
partment.

Ifurung denied he had voluntarily resigned as claimed by Budget
Sec. Benjamin Diokno. He charged there appeared to be an orches-
trated move to ease him out by dragging his name in the textbooks
scam. He said he has been following the investigation and never
was his name mentioned directly as a party to the alleged bribery
attempt by Mary Ann Maslog.

Maslog, representing Esteem Enterprises owned by Mario Go-
Barra, was accused of handing over P3 million in bribe money in
a plastic bag to an employe of the budget department who delivered
it to Secretary Diokno by mistake. Maslog said the P3 million was
part payment by Go for his purchase of her house in Antipolo.

Education Sec. Antonio Valdes said his department had can-
celled accreditation to Esteem Enterprises to purchase textbooks on
June 30, 1998, for failure to meet new department requirements.

The P200 million allocated for textbooks purchase is still in-
tact, said President Estrada. He showed documentary evidence to
the press to prove it. With not a centavo released from the P200
million for textbooks, the President asked how there could be
influence-peddling or corruption there.

Estrada lashed out at Sens. Raul Roco and Teofisto Guingona
for coaxing the blue-ribbon committee chaired by Sen. Aquilino
Pimentel Jr. to summon a certain ‘‘Gang of Four’’ including his
third cousin Celia Ejercito de Castro, Laarni Enriquez by whom
he has three children, her sister and Maslog.

Ifurung has been replaced since early March as budget
. undersecretary by Cynthia Castel on recommendation of Sec. Diokno.

President Estrada signed Administrative Order 61 banning
presidential relatives and non-relatives close to the presidency from
financial transactions with the government. He said this includes
Laarni Enriquez whom he described as a ‘‘defenseless mother’’
whom he dissuaded from filing libel case.

Opposition lawmakers branded Estrada’s administrative order
superfluous because there are already laws covering such contin-
gency like Republic Act 6713 or the code of conduct and ethical
standards for public officials and Republic Act 3019, the Anti-Graft
and Corrupt Practices Act.

AO 61 states it is a reiteration of the late President Ramon
Magsaysay 1954 order except for the proviso that bans officials
from doing business such as procurement, recommendations and
the like with ‘‘any of my relatives or the relatives of the First Lady
with the third civil degree of consanguinity or affinity, whether
real or imagined.

TEXT BOOK
SCANDAL

Malaise

Sir:

Experience as a practicing lawyer has taught
me to be extra careful in opening my mouth
against the judiciary and its magistrates. Of
the latter, I know a number who have long
memorics against their eritics, right or wrong.

It’s therefore with hesitation that I write
this letter. But I think it’s about time | spoke
strongly against the pervading inconsistency
and double standard in our judicial system,
and the judiciary’s punctiliousness with tech-
nicality at the expense of justice itsclf.

As a rule, practising lawyers (like you were)
know beforehand if a referred case is a winning
or losing one, and if it is worth fighting for
More importantly, practitioners know how to
accept defeat in litigations, except a few so-
called name lawyers reeking with self-righ-
feousness.

On Nov. 26, 1998 [ received a copy of a
pro-forma letter signed by Ms. Ludichi Yasay-
Nunag, Asst. Division Clerk of Court, Sec-
ond Division, Supreme Court, informing me
that on Nov. 9. 1998 the Sccond Division
resolved to deny the petitioner’s (my client’s)
““motion ... for an extension of time... within
which to file a petition for review on certio-
rari... for pefitioner’s failure to submit an
affidavit of service of copies of the motion
on the respondent pursuant to Section 13,
Rule 13, in relatuon to Section 2, Rule 45 of
the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure.”” (Italics
mine.)

Promptly, 1 filed a motion tor reconsid-
eration, saying among other things that pe-
titioner had no intention to violate said pro-

ONE’S WORTH

=1 AN S -
* by MAX NOBLE

[t

cedural rule and that her failure was “‘a case
of oversight on the part of the liaison officer
of petitioner’s counsel... At any rate...
respondent’s counsel was indeed furnished with
a copy of the motion by registered mail,*’
which, | argued, was substantial compliance
with the rules. | apologized to the Court and
pleaded for reconsideration in the interest of
justice. I said that the Court itself “‘has
repeatedly ruled that technicalitics can never
be a bar to the attainment of justice.”” [ added
that when the Court, Second Division, issued
its resolution on Nov. 9, 1998, petition had
already filed her petition.

On Feb. 24, 1999 | received another pro-
forma letter from the same Ms. Yasay-Nunag
informing me that in a resolution dated Jan.
18, 1999, **the Court RESOLVES to DENY
the same (petition) for having been filed late
on November 3, 1998, duc date being Octo-
ber 8, 1998 in view of the denal of petitioner’s
motion for extension of time to file said
petition.”” Worse: *‘Petitioner’s motion for
reconsideration... is DENIED with FINAL~
ITY, no compelling reason having been ad-

(Page 8,.please)
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IN the early thirties, a centavo saved was
a centavo earned. You could save three times
that amount by walking to school instead
of taking the streetcar from Herran (now
Pedro Gil) and Merced streets in Paco. But
for my generation, those saved three centavos
rarely survived for long. We spent them,
sooner than later, in Victor's comer sari-
sari store for a tall glass of low-cost, ple-
beian ““ice cream,’’

LEL R R

This early forerunner of nice things past
was made by vigorously beating, with an
ordinary egg beater, ice shavings, evapo-
rated milk and a strawberry-colored syrup.
The syrup was visible one inch from the
bottom of the glass. That syrup penetrated
the whole frosty mass and gave the conlee-
tion its character. It was “‘good to the last
drop,'" as one of the carly commercials of
our times said

LA R B A J

At three centavos per tall glass, this coun-
terfeit ice cream was a steal ' Magnoha
pies und Magnoha 1¢e cream sandwiches
i[i those Lid_\u.\‘ cosl len ceniavos L’i\i.'}]
Magnolia popsicles were six centavos a pair
Local ice drops with a layer of candied
mongo at the bottom were a centavo each

But Victor’'s ‘‘ice cream’’ stood in a class
by itself. To us it not only provided an ap-
petizing arctic merienda. [t gave us the same
sense of well-being present day motorists
must have had before the toll fees on the

Pamatid uhaw

north and south expressways were quin-
tupled. It made us understand how hard 1t
is to take a nostalgia trip and remain oblivi-
ous to the proletarian foods of days gone
by,
TEE L

Who knows whether the pamatid nhaws
(refreshments) of our day still hnger? And
what about the new, upbeat creations be-
ing gobbled up by the siblings who fol-
lowed our generation? Why do we hardly
hear about them? Have they all gone un-
derground? Or are they buned deep in an
obscure pamatid whaw web page of the
Internet?

PR

I'hat ersatz ice cream ol our days wasn't
the only one
Al least one other three-centivos spe-
sorhetes
take-oft from the
-.\’{ilfillﬁ‘l‘-il jce eream sandwich

cralty comes (o mind Ned aanay

It was o ten centavo
[he mgre-
dients were one hist-sized pan de limon o
monay shiced in the middle Instead of a
cheese or lish burger, the sorbetero ladled
out 1wo scoops ol native 1wee cream which
had the virtue of staying semi-solid while
hungry toddlers lapped up the excess ice
cream ovzing [rom the bread. (It's sull being
sold today)

Many of us took one or two ol this In-
Llitlu'llf\1i.\' ancestral sandwich and saved the
rest of the ten dentavos apportioned to us

for a regular caleteria or cuntecen lunch The

Max NOBLE (Frmln page 7)

duced...”’

If Your Honor were in one’s shoes, what
would you have done?

I toyed with the idea of calling it quits.
I could have done so now, but for the fact
that lawyering is my bread and butter, as it
is for thousands of others.

(How I wish I were a Lucio Tan or
Danding’s Cojuangco! Or Imeldific who,
despite her conviction by the Sandiganbayan
and its affirmation by the Supreme Court, was
able to obtain a favorable ruling on her motion
for reconsideration!)

Since martial luw was declared, consistency,
singleness of standard, and adherence to sub-
stance than to procedure have not been the
hallmarks of the Tribunal, sad to say.

So, with all due respect, I suggest to Your
Honor (whose appointment by the President
was hailed by many as the down of a new
and better, day for the Judiciary) the follow-
ing:

First, please do your best to set your house,
the Supreme Court, in order as an initial step
in restoring the people’s faith in the judi-
ciary, Over the years, we have witnessed acts
and heard pronouncements from, and of, the
Court and/or Justices which have eroded that
faith. (Which reminds me: Whatever happened
to the probe which you ordered concerning
the reported anomalous bidding for the con-
struction of a building on the SC compound?
Let not the edifice be later called a P38-M
monument to graft and corruption.)

Sccond, please cause the immediate revi-
gion of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure so
that cases are decided or resolved on their
merits, and their merits alone, not on proce-
dural matters and/or technicalities.

Third, please see to it that all courts/mag-

istrates lollow one standard of justice, and are
not respecters of persons or positions. They ought
to be models of rectitude, they being the visible
representations of the law and justice. as the
Supreme Court itself has said, In this respect.
applications for the Bench should be consid-
ered on the basis of credentials and morahty
alone; out with politics.

Fourth, please strive to make the Supreme
Court more consistent in its rulings, as it used
to be. If it should modify or abandon an estab-
lishgd doctrine, it should state so in clear,
categorical terms

In a speech before the Philippine Associa-

tion of Law Professors on Aug. 28, 1982, Chief

Justice Querube Makalintal admitted that many
men on the Bench “‘have proven themselves
unworthy of the judicial robes they wear. They
are either unprepared, incompetent orwcorrupt.”
(“*'Hoodlums in robes,’" the President calls them.)

On another occasion, the Law Day rites of

the Philippine Bar Association on Sept. 20, 1982,
Dean Simeon Ferrer waxes nostalgic for the 1950s
and 1960s when *‘the practicing lawyer could
sleep soundly at night, worrying only about the
merits of his case, not what the adverse party
was up to,"" Ferrer went on to say that *‘the
malaise afflicting our judicial system may be
largely ascribed to the degenerated moral cli-

mate prevailifg in our country today, bereft of

leadership’ by example.’

The malaise has worsened

If you have the time, a surpriso inspection
of any of our Halls of Justice will make you
witness what the late Chief Justice and the lute
Ateneo dean lamented about.

Going back to my case, [ have already apolo-
gized to my client. | told her I'm sorry, I had
done my best, but it seems that best wasn't good
enough.

Justice?

There's no such thing -- in or out of courl,
said Clarence Darrow, probably the best American
trial lawyer ever,

| can only hope he was wrong.

Here's wishing you the best

EARTHMAN

balance of seven centavos somchow bal-
anced our deficit spending habits
Another pamatid whaw that comes to
mind as | write this was the old gulaman
al sago (nalve gelatine with chewy circlets
ol sago), One bar of gelutine cooked i three
cups of water, swimrming in a Watery svrup
made of panacha sugar cakes. made for o
firm-bodied and refreshing drink that sat
well on hungry stomachs. The cost per

Only the other_day, a busmessman Inend

serving may have been less than o centuve,  rang bp and told me his youngest was asking

I'he same drink is still available in some  for & loan to set up a [ranchising scheme

native restaurants today, but at & much higher
You could have fed a lull

lor outlandish food pr-nlllcl\' Iis leader nem

price course  was o two laver sandwieh contaiming brown

launiat dinner W a prewar lamly fof the  sugar, tabasco sauce and tomato ketchup

price of one small gluss ol 1999 enlanian

al sago Something has gol to give

ohyiously
.k

"1 accept that 11 we allow oddballs and

I am oul ol touch with the relre
Isul |
ey

stopped throwing all sorts ol me mpatible

hment  crackpols 1o run the governmoent. we need

gurits ol fhirs lading century know  oddball pamard whaws to survive them. But

they are up o no good lave not 1 nsist a line must be drawn somewhere

All those in tavor ol the traditic

ingredients into thew drinks, pizza pies and 10 the lell side. Those aguaimst can jump
kangaroo burgers And they are nol alone over the

nearest precipioe

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARANAQUE CITY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK,
Morlgagees
versus File No
SPS. SWEETHEART PURAMINDA R. SUZUKI

AND NOBUYUKI M. SUZUKI, ’

Mortgagor/s

FRE-99-40
x X
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT,
NO. 3135 as amended by Act. 411B

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act. 3135, as amended by Act. 4118 filed by
Mortgagee/s BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK with office address at Paseo de Roxas corner
dela Rosa St., Makati, Metro Manila against the Meortgagor's SPS. SWEETHEART R, SUZUKI
AND NOBUYUKI M. SUZUKI with residence and postal address at P GAMBOA ST., BF
HOMES SUBD., PARANAQUE CITY to secure payment of the Mortgage debt which, as of
January 15, 1999 amount to P1,637,460.83 including/excluding interest, penalty charges
and all legal fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the Executive Judge
of the Regional Trial Court of Paranaque City, or her duly authorized Sheriff, will sell at
the Public Auction on April 12, 1999 at 10:00 a.rm. or soon thereafter, infront of lobby,
main entrance, City Hall to the highest bidder and for CASH, in the Philippine Currency,
the following described real property/ies with all the building and other improvement existing
thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 987456

A PARCEL OF LAND Lot 10, Bik 49, of the cons. suhd. plan (LRC) Pcs-16693, being
a portion of the cons. of Lots 4775 & 4776, Cad. Lot B (LRC) Psd-66669, Lot 4472
D (LRC) Psd-12493, Lot 4774-B (LRC) Psd-166105 LRC Rec. Nos, 6514 38064, 5254,
4170 & 38235}, situated in the Bo, of San Dionisio, Mun, of Paranaque, Province of Rizal,
Bounded on the NE,, points 1 to 3 by Road Lot 48, on the SE., points 3 1o 4 by Rd.
Lot 47 x X x X X containing an area of TWO HUNDRED SIXTY NINE (269) SQUARE METERS,
more or less, X X X

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the
title/s said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Parafaque City, March 4, 1999,

ATTY., CLEMENTE BOLOY
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheri#

PERICLES U. TELAN
Supervising Sheriff
{ Sgd.) ALLAN 1.
SHERIFF

BOGNOT
IN-CHARGE
WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or desiroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL
SALE on or before the date of sale under penalty of the laws.

All parties concerned notified by Registered Mail with return Cards,

WE FORUM

March 156, 22 & 29, 1999




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among .ne
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and turn them into intemational champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR’s

income went to the Philippine Spons Commission for
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the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares

»
“& ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

Responding through Responsible Gaming
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HARVESTER SAVES ON LABOR,

PREVENTS GRAIN

CAMOTE
MARGINAL CROP

THE camote is truly a marginal crop.

Except for the commercial farms, camote or
sweet potato occupies only a very small proportion
of the total cropland area in the Philippines.

The average farm is a.little over 1 hectare,
according to the Center for Policy and Development
Studies (CPDS), University of the Philippines Los
Bafos.

Fven then, camote farms are mostly devoted to
rice during the wet season and corn and other
crops, including sweet potato, during the dry
senson.

Around 26 percent of sweet potato farmers own
the land they till and about half are share tenants.

The CPDS has made a survey of the major sweet
potato-producing regions of Pangasinan, Cagayan,
Tarlac, Zambales, Albay, Leyte, and Lanao del
Norte. Harvests indicate that in most regions
production is higher than January to June.

During the 1993 cropping season, farmers in-
cluded in the survey planted an average of halfl a
hectare of land to sweet potato. Most varicties are
the native type, particularly those with good eating
qualities.

The trend in production in all 13 sweet potato
producing regions generally follow the national
trend, except in Central Visayas which has experi-
enced a slight production increase.

Thus, over time, there has been practically no
change in the relative contribution of each produc-
ing region to total national output, the CPDS
reports. .

The Bicol region remained the leading producer
of sweet potato, contributing around 33 percent to
the national output from 1980 to 1989. Mlocos and
Western Mindanao contributed the least, at 2
percent.

According to the CPDS, camote production in the
Philippines is on the decline, in both area planted
and yields.

From a peak of 237,980 hectares and more than
1,122 million tons in 1979, area and production
dropped to 141,771 ha and 677,152 tons, respec-
tively, in 1992, -

Productivity has mostly been stagnant, if not
declining slightly. At 5§ tons per hectare, the average
national yield is very low compared with yields
elsewhere in the world.

Yields from farmers’ fields ranges from an
average of 7 tons per hectare in India to 13 tons in
the United States to as much as 20 tons in Japan
and South Korea.

Sweet potato, or camote, is largely a subsistence
crop. For most sweet potato farmers, the crop can
at best serve only as a secondary income source
with other higher-value crops contributing more to
household cash income.

In may areas, however, sweet potato plays a
significant role in providing food security for farm
households. (MNC Agri News Service)

-

DAMAGE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

CORN farmers can now save on labor and harvesting cost
by using a machine instead of manual labor,

At the same time, a mechanized corn harvester prevents
grain damage and speeds up harvesting operalions,

The corn harvester has a spiral lugged roller design that
mukes harvesting “*more gentle™ to corn stalks. 1t runs at 2:5
kilowatts per hour with an average snapper revolution per
minute of 1,000

This setting allows the corn harvester 1o cover onc hectare
of corn in only 7.2 hours; turning and unloading times in-
cluded. Only two persons are needed to complete the har-
vesting operation.

In contrast, it takes af least 12 persons a day to harvest
one hectare of corn manually.

Harvesting cost for the NAPHIRE harvester is only P516
a day, while manual harvesting is about P1.440 based on a
P120-a-day per person per hectare computation

Thus. the user of the corn harvester can realize a potential
saving of at least P924.00 per hectare. according to the National
Postharvest Institute for Research and Extension (NAPHIRE)
which developed the corn harvester.

The corn harvester costs P65,000, including labor and
materials. But a high of 39.76 percent return on investment
will be obtained in only 2.7 vears. according 1o NAPHIRE
estimates. It also expected to last up to 10 years, il the machine
is used lor an average ol 120 days a vear

NAPHIRE has also developed an improved corn sheller
The aim is to cut down substantinl losses incurred in the use
of manual and other shelling methods while easing the drudgery
ol the task.

Mechanical shellers are already used m some parts of the
country, especially in Mindanao Bul shelling losses are still
considerable due to the technical deficiencies of existing
shellers. In 1988 alone, the actual loss due to shelling na-
tionwide was 19,926 metric tons equivalent o P58 78 mil-
lion.

Based on actual field testing and economic analysis,
according to NAPHIRE, the improved corn sheller reduces
losses from 0.45 to 0.14 percent, or savings of one centava
per kilo (priced at P2.95 per kilo of corn, 1988 prices).

The improved corn sheller 1s described as compact. highly
efficient, easy 1o operate, with minimum spare parts and
maintenance. It costs P35,000 to P40,000 without an engine

A\

CORN FARMING: Saving on labor.

or P59.000 to P64,000, with an engine .

With a capacity of 2 tons per hour, the sheller can shell
any size of ear corn. NAPHIRE has recorded a shelling recovery
rate of 99,86 percent, with a moisture content range of 22
to 35 percent.

A blower regulator and cob discharger ensures a higher'
percentage of purity and low unshelled grain losses, It has
a suction blower for separating impurities. Its punty pereent-
age is 9921 percent, with a moisture content range of 22 to’
35 percent,

The sheller, equipped with two pneumalic lires for easy
transportation, has a compact design for better mobility and
maneuverability. Its all-metal construction makes it durable.
It is 192 centimeters long, 164 cm wide, and 142 em high.
It weighs about 500 Kilos.

It is also equipped with a removable mesh screen on the
oscillating sieve for ease of maintenance. The fuel consump-
tion is 1.2 liters per hour, A minimum of three persons are
required to operate the sheller. Belts and pulleys are pro-
vided with a belt guard to ensure safety for the operators
(MNC Agri News Service)

NATURAL POWDER SIGNIFICANTLY UPS YIELDS
AND LOWER USAGE OF CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS

inoculation. NitroPlus in soy-

A NATURAL fertilizer
increases the yields of sub-
sistence crops and lessens the
use of potentially harmful
chemical fertilizers.

Called a legume inoculant
it is mixed with seeds prior
to planting. Inoculation helps
the plant utilize nitrogen lrom
the air and conserves nitro-
gen in the soil for other crops

The powder is made ol the
pure culture of selected bac-
teria that help legumes yield
more than similar crops fer-
tilized with three bags ol
ammonium sullate.

At a 95 percent utilization
for soybean, mungbean and
peanut production, about §$5
million worth of nitrogen
fertilizer per cropping could
be saved, according to the
National Institute of Molecu-

lar Biology and Biotechnol-
ogy (BIOTECII), University
of the Philippines Los Banios.
which developed NitroPlus, its
commerctal name
A 100-gram
NitroPlus powder costs P2U
at BIOTECH, Four to five
packets are required for the
amount of sceds to be planted
in a hectare of mungbean or
soybean. Three packels are
required lor peanults
According to BIOTECH
the use of NitroPlus increased
soybean yield by 124 percent,
mungbean by 29 percent and
peanut by 37 percent
Yield increases have also
been obtained in pole sitao,
cowpea, and other legumes
In a compurative analysis
of the economic production
of legumes with and without

packet of

bean mereased net returns by
251 percent per hectare, or
from P2,602 to P9,189

Yield in mungbean in-
creased by 30 percent, from
P2.806 to P3.,874 and in
peanut by 158 percent, Irom
P3.064 1o P7.895

In o series of 16 field tnals
for mungbean in 11 different
sites, 44 percent of field tests
showed an average vield in-
crease of 29 percent. Mean
yield across all experiments
was 1.1 tons per hectare

For soybean, the responsc
was more dramatic. In 18 field
tests conducted in 12 sites,
90 percent of the tnals reg-
istered an average yield in-
crense of 124 pereent, For
peanut, responses were ob-
tained in hall of the experi-

ments with an average yield
increase of 37 percent.

The suitability of NitroPlus
in adverse conditions such as
aeid soils or soils previously
flooded for rice production 1s
being tested and looks prom-
ising. Acid tolerant inoculants
gave yield increases of 44
percent and 72 percent for
mungbean in two test siles

NitroPlus also eliminates
the risk of groundwater pol-
lution caused by nitraie which
results from the excessive use
of chemical fertilizers and
animal wastes, according to
BIOTECH.

It is just one of the many
beneficial produets of biotech-
nology, BIOTECH research-
ers say

« MNC Agri News
Service
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RP TO RE-EXPORT
LOGS BY 2015

THE Philippines may yet
again export logs -- by the
year 2015.

By that time, projections
show an excess in timber
production of about 13 mil-
lion cubic meters that can
be made available for ex-
port.

According to the 25-year
Master Plan for Forestry
Development (1991-2015),
the government can gener-
ate as much as P2.5 bil-
lion from forest charges
which can be plowed back
for forestry conservation.

The Master Plan -- de-
veloped by the Department

of Environment and Natu-

ral Resources (DENR) --
foresees the establishment
of 2.4 million hectares of
second-growth production
dipterocarp forests and at
least 100,000 has. of pine
forests.

The target is to estab-
lish a permanent forest
estate that includes natural
dipterocarp forests, exist-
ing, and yet to be devel-

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

oped plantations,

Natural and plantation
forests, plantation develop-
ment and wood processing
is expected to raise employ-
ment in forest-based indus-
tries from 275,000 persons
in 1991 to 710,000 by
2015,

As the 25-year MFPD
period ends. the wood prod-
ucts export/import trade
balance is expected to be
positive.

The master plan projects
that 682,500 hectares of the
2.67 million hectares of
productive second-growth
forests will be managed
through timber licensing
agreements and production
sharing schemes.

Log production is ex-
pected to increase from 3
million cubic meters in
1990 to about 5 million
cubic meters in 2015,

Reforestation is expected
to drop to almost 4,000 has,
per year as a result of ca-
pable forest management by
communities and the private

sector.

As the number of plan-
tations and intensive land-
use areas increase, a de-
crease in the area of brush-
lands (from 2.46 million
has. to 900,000 has.) and
grasslands (1.5 million has.
to 680,000 has.) is ex-
pected.

Trees, which are ex-
pected to replace them, are
thus expected to reduce soil
erosion from the current
2.18 billion tons a year to
only 1.331 billion tons a
year

By 2015, protected natu-
ral forests will reach 3 .44
million has. Increased lo-
cal community and non-
government organization
participation is projected to
sufficiently supplement pro-
duction from natural forests
with those from forest plan-
tations.

Existing and new plan-
lations (covering 3 million
has.) are expected to pro-
duce 18.3 million cubic
meters of wood and pulp-

tutions to assist in the health
needs of specific barangays.

These companies donate
supplies and facilitics as well
as the services of doctors who
provide free clinics in adopted
barangays on a monthly ba-
sis.

At present, 10 companies
and five educational institu-
tions have adopted ecight
barangays there. The Lapu-
Lapu’s Health Office also
involved doctors affiliated
with the Mactan Doctors
Organization and nurses from
the Mactan Community Hos-
pital in its immunization pro-
gram. The city provides the
vaccines and the volunteers
provide their services.

Puerto Princesa City used
‘‘satellite clinics’' of their
health requirements, another
project financed by its 20
percent development fund. In
this scheme, the city hired five
doctors on a part-time basis.

The city has five strategi-
cally located satellite clinics.

8 CITIES COME UP .

A doctor providc; medical
services in his assigned clinic
for two days per week. The
city pays its doctors P10,000
a month each.

Naga City initiated the
Emergency Rescue Naga
(ERN) to meet medical emer-
gencies under its emergency
preparcdness program in April
1991. The ERN is quick re-
sponse unit led by the Naga
City Hospital that provides
medical services, rescuc ser-
vices and transport to a hos-
pital, It also provides med-
cal back-up assistance to
particular events.

An average ERN response
time to medical emergencics
is three to five minutes within
the city proper and 30 min-
utes for the farthest mountain
barangay some 17 kilometers
away, Naga City’s ERN pro-
gram has onc paramedic, a
driver, and 400 trained first
responders and cmergency
medical technical volunteers.

In Surigao Ctiy, the

e o (Frompage 12)
Barangay Environmental and
Sanitation Implementation
Group members contribute
their labor and the government
provides the funds for infra-
structure projects such as
health stations and feeding
centers. The city’s Federated
Women’s Club obtained P1.5
million for the construction
of its training center from a
senator’s countrywide devel-
opment fund.

Under the share-food
project of a Butuan City
barangay, well-to-do families
sponsored malnourished chil-
dren for three months. Private
companies are asked to spon-
sor milk and other inlant food
products to supplement the
health needs of young chil-
dren coming from poor fami-
lies.

Through these programs,
these cities have legrned to
survive and supplement their
health needs despite the short-
comings of the government.
(MNC)

RP LOGS: excess in production projected.

wood by 2015,

Total firewood produc-
tion from dipterocarp for-
ests, plantations, and agri-
cultural areas, is expected
to increase from the cur-

rent 12.69 million cubic
meters to 28.7 million cubic
nmelers.

About 65,000 has. of rat-
tan and 35.000 has. of bam-
boo plantations shall be

promoted to augment the
use of timber, particularly
by the furniture and other
nonwood forest-based in-
dustries. (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentaries)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
LAS PINAS CITY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

UNITRUST DEVELOPMENT BANK, Foreclosure No. 89-028
Mortgagee/s, .
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
ACT 31356

- versus -

SPS. EDMUNDO E., BARREDA and

CORAZON E. BARREDA
Mortgagor/s.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed by the
Mortgageefs UNITRUST DEVELOPMENT BANK with office/residence address at UDB Bldg.,
803 J.P. Rizal cor. F. Zobel St., Makati City against the Mortgagor/s SPS. EDMUNDO E.
BARREDA & CORAZON E. BARREDA with residence/postal/office address at B-9 L-13,
Exodus Ave., Camella Homes Classic, Pamplona, Las Pifas City to secure payment of the
mortgage debt which as of February 17, 1999 amounts to P2,624,B06.15 including/ex-
cluding interests, penalty charges and all legal fees and expenses incidental to this fora-
closure and sale, the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Las PifRas City through
the undersignaed Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Las
Pinas City or any of the Deputy Sheriffs will sell at public auction on April 12, 1999 at
10:00 o'clock a.m. at the main entrance of the City Hall of Las Pifas City to the highest
bidder, for CASH and in Philippine Currency, the following described real property/ies, to
wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-17821

A parcel of land (Lot 13, Block 9, of the cons, subd, plan (LRC) Pcs-8075, being a
portion of the land described on plan Psu-5752, and Psu-59642, and Lot 3, (LRC) Pcs-
678, LRC Rec. Nos, N-12914, and 33721) situated in the Sitic of Magasawang Manga,
Bo. of Pamplona, Mun. of Las Pifas, Prov. of Rizal. Bounded on the NE., points 2 to 3
by Road Lot 7, on the SE., points 3 to 4 by Lot 14, on the SW,, points 4 to 5 by
Lot 2, points 6 to 1 by Lot 3, and on the NW,, points 1 to 2 by Lot 12, all of Block
9, all of the cons. subd. plan x x x x x containing an are of TWO HUNDRED FORTY (240)
SQUARE METERS, more or less. x x X X X.

Prospective buyers/bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title/
s of said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon if any there bae,

Las Pifas City, this 10th day of March, 1999.

{Sgd.)] RACQUEL CRISOLOGO-LARA
Clerk of Court VI
Ex-Officio Sheriff

(Sgd.) MARNITO B. TUAZON
Deputy Sheriff
WARNING
It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this Notice of Sale on or before
the date of sale under penalty of law.

WE FORUM

March 16, 22 & 29, 1999




HEALTH CARE: Coping with the time.

CITIES HAD TO RESORT

TO THEIR OWN STRATEGIES
BECAUSE THEIR INTERNAL
REVENUE ALLOTMENTS (IRA)
IS INADEQUATE TO FINANCE
DEVOLVED FUNCTIONS.

K
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8 CITIES COME UP
WITH OWN HEALTH
MANAGEMENT PLANS

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

EIGHT cities i the Phil-
ippines, dissatisfied by the
delivery of health services
by the government, have
with
health management strategies

come up their own
to cope with the changing
limes.

Filbert R San Pedro, a
researcher ut the Philippine
Institute for Development
Studies, drove home this

point in a paper titled Health
Management Strategies of
Selected Cities. These cities
are Lupu-Lapu, Olongapo,
Naga, Cotabato
Surigao, Gingoog and Puerto

Princesa

Butuan

He noted that these cit-
ies had to resort their own
strategies because many local
officials have complained
that their Internal Revenue
Allotment (IRA) 1s inad-
equate to finance devolved
functions

San Pedro pointed out
that provinces shoulder 60
percent of the total cost of
devolution of health services
and cities shoulder only 2.5
percent, Both receive the
same proportion of their
IRASs

He eited that local lead-

ers ol Gingoog Cily, 1n
coping with the problem of
msullicient health stautions

have come up with an out-

reach program to delive

baste health services

uj -
mayor, plans and

iumplements the program 11

President Estrada (inset) leaves the St. Martin de Porres Church on Cedar Valley Road in
Poughkeepsie, New York after delivering an emotional culogy at the necrological services
and holy mass for his brother, Dr. Emilio “Toti” Ejercito Jr., who died March 11 af the age
of 70, After the mass held March 16, Dr. Estrada was buriced at the St. Peter's Mausoleum on

Sult Tampike. (Malacarang Photo)

15 COMPost { al severial co
ordinators and a secretanal
Oulreach nctivities are done
anee or twice & month

In this program G-TIDE

team meets directly with the

people and their leaders to
discuss the problems ol the
barangay

San thal

Gingoog's outreach program

Pedro noted
is now on its 10th year and
has provided a4 means lor
delivering health services in
areas without health stations
Al present, all of Gingoog's
rural barangays have health
stations managed by a mid-
wife and volunteer health
workers.

The expenses for outreach
activities by participating
agencies are taken from their
regular agency budgets. In
1996, Gingoog Cily appro-
priated P189,400 for the pro-
gram

In Cotabato City, San
Pedro said that the same
handled using
The
butlding cost for a concrete
health
P100,000

pr rl':lL’Ih Wias

a different approach

station 1s
With 1its

the city can

barangay
aboul
present budget

buld three

tedd by the

rest nre lodged

in barangay halls or pnvate
homes

100

[here, volunteers

mostly trained hilots, were

mobilized to assist midwives

in barangay health stations
They have resorted to maxi-
mizing available health prac-
titioners to cope with their
health needs that the gov-
ernment cannot seem o pro-
vide

[he Cotabato City's Of-
fice of Health Services 1m-
tally targeted at least one
midwile stationed to each
barangay, but lack of funds
hampered this plan

Thus casual employees
were hired instead of per-
munent midwives. Their sala-
res were sourced from the
20 percent development
fund. Since 1993, the cuty
was able to provide one
midwife, employed on 'a
casual basis, to all 37
barangays. The salaries for
these casuals totaled P2.5
million yearly

Olongapo (.1",‘\ uses volun-
tcers and civie organizations
to speed up their health needs
It activated

300 volunteers, provid

and requirements

Wwith hospilalization

opagulies
mother-support groups
dgting of 410 members
city taps this group in il
advocacy activities such as
feeding children dunng nutr
tion month, and requested
private companies and msh-

(Page 11, plense

‘ .




	We Forum, vol xxii No. 51 - Mar. 29-Apr. 4, 1999
	Recommended Citation

	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161

