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ESTRADA IN U.S. AS PROBLEMS PEND

NO TO DIVORCE
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TO SIRING THREE

CHILDREN WITH
HIS WIFE, DR.
LUISA (LOID)
EJERCITO AND
FOUR OTHERS
WITH FOUR
DIFFERENT
WOMEN,
DECLARED
MARRIED
COUPLES

ARE JOINED IN
MATRIMONY
FOR BETTER

OR FOR WORSE
UNTIL DEATH
DO THEM PART,
® An editorial report
by ERIC 8.
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AH, SUMMER: Youngsters frolic in the sea to beat the summer heat and gather memories of adolescent joy.
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PUBLIC SERVICE: Stunted by patronage.

S FOR BETTER
ERVICE CITED

By ERNESTO C. GENEROSO

ATRONAGE, wages of discontent and career mobility are some serious
human resource development problems that the Estrada administration
should solve so that there would be better local government personnel

rendering better service.

Patricia Sto. Tomas, scc-
retary-general of the Eastern
Regional Organization loy
Public Administration and
former chair ol the Civil
Service Commission. drove
home this point in a paper
titled Fielding the Best for the
Field

I'he paper was published
by the Governance and Local
Democracy (GOLD) project of
the League of Municipalitics
the League of Cilies and the
League of Provinces

Sto. Tomas noted that one
set of problems necded to be
dealt with 1s the ability ol local

IS cable TV broadcast
or telecommunications?

Rodolfo A. Salalima,
Globe Telecom Inc.
senior vice president for
corporate affairs and
regulatory matters, told
the Manila Newsfeaiures
and Commentaries last
Monday that the long-
standing arguments on
the classification of these
two communications
services will be settled
in a draft convergence
bill.

Based on the bill,
there will be a conver-
gence beiween telecom-
munication services and
community reception
services such as cable
TV and wireless TV.

Salalima explained
that these two services
will be classified broadly
as ‘‘subscribed communi-
cation services’’ and
there will be some
clarification on the
value-added services
(VAS) and Interpet
telephony and their
relationship to the
network provider.

He stressed that
convergence, the integra-
tion or fusion of nget-

IS CABLE TV BROADCAST
OR TELECOMMUNICATIONS?

By JOSIE SIMBAJON-DEL ROSARIO

work technologies and
solutions in a single
network to enable it to
render voice and data
services, is factually
inevitable.

““Voice and data
services are basically an
essence in telecommunica-
tions and broadcasting
services, but there are
still many things to
consider. But first, there
should be a definition of
telecommunications and
broadcasting,’’ Salalima
said.

The Globe Telecom
executive also said that
the draft bill aims to
regulate the subscription
rates,

According to the draft
bill, subscription rates for
telecommunications and
£able TV and wireless
(CRS) services will be
regulated. The rates for
VAS will also be regu-
lated and the increase or
decrease, which is subject
to the National Telecom-
munications (NTC)
regulations, will be
implemented.

He said this issue
requires a further clarifi-
cation of Republic Act
7925, or the Telecommu-
nications Act of 1995,

Salalima stressed that
the unbundling should
allow the providers to
disclose their interconnect
costs as a separate cost to
subscribers.

While the draft bill for
convergence is still under
study, he noted, RA 7925
has given the telecommu-
nications industry the
policies needed to basi-
cally address its viability
in providing service,
instilling order on market
entry, and the proper
means in which to pro-
vide the service.

The bill also aims to
rationalize the government
regulation of the industry
depicting clearly the
powers of the government
agency mandated by law
under RA 7925 or Execu-
tive Order 436 through
the formulation of provi-
sions specific and cat-
egorical to the converging

= industry,

EO 436 separates
CATV and telecommuni-
cations. Convergence
policy will attempt to
bring CATV and telecom-
munications together in
an effort broaden the
array of new and existing
services in innovative and
more efficient ways.

Moreover, EOQO 436
permits CATV operators
to lease the excess
capacity of their cable
networks for telecommu-
nications, broadcast or
information services.
This is a good measure
to encourage operafors
to share their facilities
with others.

In addition, conver-
gence has an inter-
operability, service
quality and interconnec-
tion requirement. The
service providers who
opt to offer convergent
communications services
will be required to have
their network facilities
compatible with each
other and have their
facilities satisfy the
technical standards set
or approved by the
NTC.

These providers must
also satisfy the grade of
service requirement
prescribed by the NTC
for the convergent
services they offer.

Convergent service, as
defined in the bill, is too
broad that it captures
technologies or means of
delivery beyond the
scope of telecommunica-
tions. (MNC)

government units (LGUs) to
seleet, recruit and retain good
pcnpll:

“Prudence dictates, at this
time. that transitional prob-
lems need to be seriously
addressed so that thev do not
cause lurther anxiety, whether
real or 1imagined, which can
unwarranted
IL‘r[l'_L’I'C.‘i.‘-l\'L'.

trigeer even
reaction mea-
she sad

lomas first
patronage as one main ob-
stacle in the quest tor better

SUres

Sto cited

local governmen! service
=aving iIIQIT |l|| ]‘l‘ll“k\ 15 ll‘L;;‘l

I'he partisan nature ol local
governance 1s best demon-
strated by the fuet that local
governments account for the
lughest percentage and oactual
number ol casual and co ter-
minus employees as compared
with national government
agencies

Since casual or co-termi-
nus employees are non-career,
they do not have (o pass pre-
qualifving examinations to get
employed. Their number di-

vided by the total number of

employees in their category
represents what is called the
“‘patronage factor,'’

In the Philippines, based
on the 1996
government personnel, the
patronage factor for local
governments is at 30 percent
against 5 percent for national
government agencies and 22
percent for government-owned
and controlled corporations
(GOCCs),

The reciprocal of the pa-
tronage factor is the profes-
sionalism quotient, which is
a determinant of the fit be-
tween the employee and the
qualification standards for a
particular position, A high
patronage factor makes for a
low professionalism quotient,
which seems endemic among
many local governments

Sto. Tomas also pointed
out wages of discontenl as
another factor that leads to
poor service emanaling from
substandard local government
employees. In the Philippines,
there is a long history of bias
in favor of staff employees as
against field workers in gov-
ernment wages,

She said this bias has been
carried over until the present
time in the provisions of the
Compensation and Classifica-

inventory of

tion Act of 1989, which pro-
vides that only special cities
and lirst-class cities and prov-
inces may pay the prescribed
rates for specific positions

All other local govern-
ments may only pay a per-
centage of what national
government get for compa-
rable local government posi-
tions and responsibilities

The 1991 Local Govern-
ment Code added to this al-
ready existing problem when
devolved national employees
were transferred 1o the LGUs
while enjoving significantly
higher pay, around 10 percent
to 35 percent higher, but doing
comparable work

Many devolved employees
have become discontented as
they watched former col-
leagues in the national gov-
ernment  enjoy " salary in-
creases. which the Compen-
sation and Position Classifi-
cation Act of 1989 prevents
them now from enjoying.

Sto. Tomas said efforts to
deal with this problem have
not been well integrated and
consequent

Executive Order 164 and
Local Budget Circular 54 of
the Department of Budget and
Management, both imples
mented in 1994, considered
the carlier salary advantage of
devolved employees over their
local government counterparts
as a transition allowance that
could not be increased until
the latter caught up with them
in salary increases.

Sto. Tomas also mentioned
carcer mobility as another
reason why local government
employees devolved from
government service are not
functioning as well as they
should. The widely held no-
tion is that with devolution,
local government employees
have effectively been cut off
from wider and deeper career
possibilities obtained in the
national government,

She explained that there are
two things that prevent up-
ward or even lateral career
mobility. One is the absence
of information at local lev-
els, in the case of national
government vacancies; the
other is the residency require-
ment for one to move upwards
in local government service.
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)
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ESTRADA DEPARTS
AS PROBLEMS PEND

By ERIC S. GIRON

RESIDENT Joseph Estrada enplaned for the

United States Saturday as suspended

Caloocan City officials and followers tried
to storm Malacafian and other government loose
ends were crying out for a solution.

Estrada, his wife Loi,
brothers, sisters, children, an
aide and two security men left
for Los Angeles by Philippine
Air Lines PR-102 and made
a cross-country flight to New
York to attend the funeral of
his brother, Dr. Emilio
Ejercito, 70, who died of
leukemia. The body lay in
state at a funeral home on
Main Street Wattinger Falls.

Before leaving, the Presi-
dent designated Vice President
Glona Macapagal as caretaker
to be assisted by the presi-
dential executive committee in
the distharge of her duties in
his absence. After the Sun-
day wake at the funeral house,
Mass was held Monday morn-
ing at a local Catholic Church
prior to the burial.

Caloocan Mayor Reynaldo
Malonso, Vice Mayor Oscar
Malapitan, Councilors Chito
Abel, Edgar Erice, Dennis
Padilla, Zaldy Dolatro, Susana
Punzalan, Henry Tamayo,
Benjamin Manlapig and Luis
(Tito) Varela were suspended
at the instance of
Undersecretary Ronaldo Puno
after the committee of Execu-
tive Sec. Ronaldo Zamora and
presidential legal counsel
Magdangal Elma found them
guilty of misconduct for al-
leged fund juggling.

They were declared to have
““illegally diverted a P50 mil-
lion fund for a bus terminal
project to salaries and allow-
ances of Caloocan employes.””

Malonzo charged Zamora
as caretaker of the government
had no power to suspend any
government official and
burned a copy of the Local
Government Code for being
punished by an action guided
by the code. Puno called for
calm from those suspended,
worried that the situation
could develop into another
standoff like when Felicito
Payumo took over as Subic
Bay Mectropolitan Authority
chairman in lieu of Mayor
Richard Gordon whose follow-
ers blocked the Subic entry

and exil points.

Councilor Macario Asistio
[T, son of the former muyor
whom Malonzo defeated in the
election, was designated to
take over Malonzo’s place
among the four remaining
opposition councilors.

Malonzo threatened to
contest the takeover in the

Supreme Court.
e o @

NO TO DIVORCE

President Estrada, who
admits to siring three children
with his wife, Dr. Luisa (Loi)
Ejercito and four others with
four different women, declared
married couples are joined in
matrimony for better or for
worse until death do them
part.

The sanctity of marriage as .

an inviolable social institution
is supported by the Constitu-
tion, said Sen. Francisco
Tatad, who was supported by
Sen. Miriam Santiago, quot-
ing “‘The State recognizes the
sanctity of family life and shall
protect and strengthen it as
the basic autonomous social
institution.”” The Senate ap-
peared ready to vote down the
divorce bill filed by Rep.
Manuel Ortega (La Union)
while 20 out of 50 House
members subscribe to a di-
vorce law.

Philippine law allows only
separation and annulment
which the Church also allows
but neither spouse is allowed
to remarry even if they are
living apart and perhaps have
other spouses, The Oricga bill
seeks relief for couples who
Kave fallen out of I6ve but
are shackled from seeking n
relief from marital misery,

The predominant Catholic
Church absolutely bans di-
vorce and chances of the
divorce bill hurdling both
chambers is rather slim
Deputy Speaker for Mindanao
Daisy Avance Fuentes argued
when two people can no
longer live together it would
be hell to force them to do
so. She pointed out *‘it is nol

PRES. ERAP: Condolence.

man who will put matrimony
asunder but the law."’
Other legislators had their
own proposals which they said
might be incorporated in the
Ortega bill. Leyte Rep. Alfred
Romualdez who filed a bill
on the ‘“‘absolute dissolution
of marriage’” said the Philip-
pines should not copy from

the western type of separation.
e o o

BEEFING UP
SPRATLYS
President Estrada wants
fighter planes, naval offshore
vessels, radar and other equip-
ment purchased for deploy-
ment in the Spratlys although
the sorry state of Philippine
finances won’t allow it. Is the
President committing the
scountry to go to war in de-
fense of the disputed islets and
reefs?
Even as the Philippine
government protests the con-
struction by Chinese of a four-

story building on Mischief

Reef and a Vietnamese strue-
ture spotted more recently on
Lizzie Weber Reel which
Filipinos call Magsaysay Reef,

more than 325 miles west of
Palawan, Sen. Franklin Drilon
and other legislators were cool
to the Estrada idea of bolster-
ing military equipment be-
cause of the “‘precarious’’
state finances,

e o o
MASSACRE CASE
DRAGS

The arrest of 11 pnncipal
suspects and accessories in the
massacre of 11 Kuratong
Baleleng suspect members on
Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon City on May 18, 1995
was ordered after charges were
filed against them with the QC
regional trial court

The case dragged on as the
accused questioned  the
Sandiganbayan trial of the
accused, The Supreme Court
granted the petition of the
nccused that the case be
handled by the QC regional
tual court instead. Ombuds-
man Aniano Desierto had
previously filed the case with
the Sandiganbayan on Nov,
2, 1998 which the accused
challenged. So the
Sandiganbayan filed it with

* enime. Five of the

the QC court,

The Supreme Court on
January 20 affirmed the lower
court’s downgrading of the
murder charges to that of
being accessories to the crime
against National Police Direc-
tor Panfilo Lacson, Chief
Supts, Jewel Canson and
Romeo Acop, Senior Supts
Francisco Zubia and Almario
Hilario after reinvestigation of
charges on March 1, 1996
The five are allowed to post
bail.

The 11 principal suspects
are not entitled to bail because
murder is @ non-bailable
15 acces-
sories are allowed bail. Wit-
nesses Eduardo de los Reyes
and Mandy Capili recanted
their testimonies.

e o o

HISTORIC PEACE

TALK

By virtue of the Sept. 2,
1996 government peace agree-
ment brokered by the 54-
member Organization of Is-
lamic Conference with the
Moro National Liberation
Front, Chairman Hashim
Salamat of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front wrote MNLF
Chairman Nur Misuan to
exchange views with him at
lunch at Camp Abubakar in
Matanog, Maguindanao.

The 1996 agreement tended
to enhance the peace in
Mindanao and solidarity of the
Bangsamoro people in their
quest for self-government.
Leaders of the two factions
are not averse to the meeting
nroposed by President Joseph
Estrada although they see no
possibility of reconciling the
MNLF and MILF since they
broke off in the 1970s because
of divergent objectives in the
autonomous state they aspire
for

Nur Misuari who is now
governor of the Autonomous
Region of Muslim Mindanao
comprised by four predomi-
nantly Muslim provinces trig-
gered the secession movement
in the late 1960s in which
10,000 people died including
non-combatants in bloody
clashes between rebels and
government forces. Misuari
wants to establish a secular
slale

When the MNLF rebellion
abated in the 1970s, hostili-
ties were carried on by its
splinter group Moro Islamic
Liberation Front under their
religious and political leader
Hashim Salamat. [ts force
supphied with arms from
abroad grew bigger than that
of the MNLF

Misuari broached his plan
to meet Salamat to securty
adviser Alexander Aguirre at
the eighth Joint Monitoring
Committee meet in Manila
March 12. “*Even a brotherly
handshake or embrace be-
tween the two leaders 1s al-
ready enough,”” said Libya's
Ambassador Rajab Abdullaziz
Azzarouq whose country is an _
OIC member trying to unify
the Mindanao factions

Misuari intends to meet
Salamat only ih his capacity
as MNLF chairman and
Muslim “brother, not as a
government official, as
ARMM governor and chair-
man of Southern Philippines
Council for Peace and Devel-
opment.

Asked what their agenda
would be, MNLF deputy for
political ‘affairs  Murshi
Ibrahim said they could dis-
cuss anything that would
*‘strengthen the cause of the
Bangsamoro people.’’

Misuari earlier denied re-
ports he was planning to
oppose the government in case
peace negotiations collapse by
training a group of fighters
in Sabah where at lecast
100,000 ‘Filipinos reside. He
also denied MNLF men are
willing to join the MILF. He
dismissed the possibility of
unifying the MNLF and MILF
because of differences in lead-
ership and objectives.

While a meeting betweer)
the two camps was seen by
Salamat’s military chief
Muhammad al-haj Murad as
‘‘an opportunity to strengthen
understanding and cordial
relationship,”” he dismissed
the unification of the two
groups at present as ‘‘impos-
sible.”’

Misuari welcomed the
President’s order to meet with
Salamat at MILF Camp
Abubakar in Maguindanao,
Cotabato City Mayor

(Next page, please)




Muslimen Sema who is the
MILF sccretary-general, said
the prospects of the peace
process will be explored.

* o
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SUGAR INDUSTRY

HITS TARIFF CUT

A drastic slash in the 80
percent tariff on sugar imports
to 50-65 percent committed
by former President Fidel
Ramos to the World Trade
Organization could lead to the
dislocation of 500,000 sugar
workers in the 50 sugar-pro-
ducing provinces while other
countries maintain high tar-
iffs,

The House committee on
industry passed Resolution
663 calling for renegotiation
to cancel the 50 percent com-
mitment to the WTO for fear
it might causc a severe crisis
in the sugar industry.

Compared to the other
countries, Europe and Japan
subsidize their domestic sugar
industries. Japan imposes 288
percent tariff, Guatemala, 160
percent; Mexico, 156 percent;
Indonesia, 117 percent: Co-
lombia, 95 percent; Thailand,
94 percent. Indonesia and
Mexico maintain strong pro-
tectionist policies. Thailand
sugar imporl is zero

The Philippines offered the

lowest BO percent tariffl last
year and is committed to the
50-65 percent reduction this
year. House Reps. Jacinto
Paras (Negros Oriental) and
Juan Miguel Zubiri
(Bukidnon) cited Philippine
disadvantage in offering a
more liberalized sugar impor-
tation in the Uruguay Round.

It is the state duty to pro-
tect the 500,000 sugar work-
ers and families who rely on
the sugar industry against
unfair competition and trade
practices, said Independent
Rep. Edith Yotoko Villa-
nueva, The President was
urged to retain the present 80
percent tariff or to obtain a
protective rate similar to
Asean neighbors.

L ] L L

IMELDA SCARED
INTO BUYING LIMO

Reports that the New
People's Army proposes to
have Imelda R. Marcos tried
by a people’s courtl for plun-
der and human rights abuses
committed by her husband
Ferdinand Marcos’ adminis-
tration under martial law has
compelled Mrs. Marcos to buy
a luxurious bullet-proof lim-
ousine

The arrest order also cov-

ers the Marcos children, Rep.
Imee, Irene and llocos Norte
Gov. Ferdinand (Bongbong)
Jr. Former National Demo-
cratic Front spokesman Satur
Ocampo said the NPA will not
resort to terroristic attack,
ambush or kidnapping but will
give her and her children their
day in court

The crimes, however, are
punishable by death as the
warrant issued by Melito Glor
Commander Roger Rosal
states. Communist Party
Chairman Jose Maria Sison in
the Netherlands claims
$750,000 damages from the
Marcoses so that revolution-
ary justice will be rendered
human rights violators and
martial law plunderers.

Mrs. Marcos was reported
getting paranoid about the
arrest orders and has shuffled
her security aides and ordered
maids to follow strictly her
security orders. Visitors to her
home are restricted. She and
her lawyer Paul Linn will use
the black limousine,

L ] L L]

DALAI LAMA ABASED

The quest to end the Chi-
nese occupation of Tibet since
1950 and to install the 67-
year-old spiritual and politi-
cal leader Dalai Lama who

MARCH 22-28, 1999

was chosen at the age of two
as the reincarnated Tibetan
god-king, is frustrated by the
15,000 strong Tibetan Youth
Congress.

The fourteenth Dalai Lama
in exile at Dharamshala in the
Himalayas is recognized the
world over as the leader of
the Tibetan cause. But the
10,000 exile communitly 1s
divided by religious schism
that exposes them to Chinese
exploitation.

The Tibetan exiles are not
persuaded by the Dalai Lama’s
““middle way'' approach of
compromising with the Chi-
nese to end the occupation of
Tibet during his lifetime. They
are convinced the Chinese
strategy is to wait for the Dalm
Lama to dic and take to his
grave his dream of Tibetan
freedom.

The Tibet People’s Con-
gress Chairman Raidi says
““The Tibetan people were
reduced to animal status dur-
ing the Dalai Lama’s rule.™
Raidi claimed he was a slave
before the Chinese Commu-
nist invasion of Tibet 1n 1950
Raidi and Tibet government
head Legqog said the Dalm
LLama’s true purpose was 1o
break Tibet away from China

But Voiced of Tibet re-

porter Sonam Dargvay ex-
pressed fear o! what will
happen it ““his holiness is not
there.”” If the Dalai Lama dies,
the ‘movement dies too,
Dargyay said

China has tightened secu-
rity measures on its southern
border with Nepal and India
and in Lhasa. the Tibet capi-
tal, against vigilant monks

who are at the vanguard of

the Tibetan independence
movement in China, The Ti-
betan Youth Congress prefers
an independent Tibetan nation
and nol an autonomous state
within China which 1s the
Dalai Lama’s goal. The youth
have not ruled out violence
in achieving their ends

“*After 1 die, this is no
longer my responsibility,”” the
Dalai Lama said with & smile.
‘“‘Let someone else worry
about jt.""

e o @
LEWINSKYS HIT
CLINTON

Bernard Lewinsky accused
President Bill Clinton of
uncanscionable acts and a
‘totally irresponsible affair™
with his daughter Monica, 25,
although he is twice over her
iage. He said the pain infhicted
‘on Monica, my lamly, the
country was unconscionable ™’

THE police are hunting
for the missing operator of
Heritage Hotel casino’s
closed-circuit surveillance
system, Edgar Bentain, 35,
who was reported abducted
in front of Grand Boule-
vard Hotel on Roxas Bou-
levard January 16 after he
had escorted his girlfriend,
elder brother Edwin and
wife to the casino.

Bentain was said to have
turned over a videotape of
then Vice President Joseph
Estrada in a game of
baccarat with reputed
bigtime gambler Charlie
(Atong) Ang to then Sweep-
stakes Manager Manuel
Morato listed as presiden-
tial candidate. Morato
showed it on commercial
television allegedly to dis-
credit Estrada as a gam-
bler.

Morato claimed he
never paid for the tape
given him by Bentain and
a companion  called
‘““Dong.’”" Morato said
Edgar told him if anything
happened to him, Pagcor
Chairman Alice Reyes and
President Reynaldo Teno-
rio would know about it

Reyes denounced Mora-
to for sowing intrigue in
denying any part in
Bentain's disappearance
before a reporters’ forum.
Philippine Amusement and

Gaming Corporation spokes-
man Senen Lainez said
Bentain was employed by
Pagcor as security man of
Casino Filipino at the Grand
Boulevard Hotel and in
Bacolod City from 1990 to
1997. Bentain hoped to join
a sister in the United States
but his visa application was
denied.

Morato claimed Bentain
told him the Pagcor did not
want Estrada to win the
presidency because the
Pagcor leadership would be
reappointed and they did not
want this to happen. After
the election, when Bentain
was declared absent without
leave, he applied for work
in Malaysia. When the Asian
crisis led to his layoff, he
returned home in December
1998,

Edgar’s father, University
of the Philippines Police
CHief Eduardo Bentain, and
his wife Virginia, believe
their son was not the video-
tape source as casino em-
ployes were searched by
security guards when they
left the place. If Morato in-
sisted her son had the tape,
his mother said she would
accuse him of lying.

Col. Bentain said he vis-
ited the Pagcor office twice
on Feb. 18 and 24 but failed
to learn anything about his
son's whereabouts. Edgar’s

former superior had becn
transferred to another
branch and could not be
contacted. He sought PNP
Chief Roberto Lastimoso's
help. Lastimoso assigned
Director Lucas Managuelod
to investigate Edgar’s dis-
appearance.

An official said Pagcor
had nothing to gain by be-
ing involved in the case but
Morato was dragging it into
the controversy ‘‘to get even
with the present administra-
tion and to cover up the graft
case against him."

Morato claimed Edgar
called him up and said the
Pagcor loghook showed he
was on duty when the vid-
eotape was recorded and was
the last one to leave the of-
fice. Morato insisted the
Pagcor officials were in-
volved in Bentain's disap-
pearance, claiming Edgar
told him ‘“‘if anything hap-
pens to me, Pagcor officials
would know."’

Malacafan dismissed
speculations it might be in-
Yolved in the missing casino
employe’s disappearance,
Spokesman Jerry Barican
pointed to the time gap be-
tween the showing of the
videotape on television al-
most & year ago and Edgar
Bentain’s disappearance two
months ago.

President Estrada vowed
in his weekly radio program
he would get to the bottom

of the Bentain disappear-
ance. Malacafan explained
it was a normal expression
of concern for a citizen who
warned he would be ab-
ducted in February, 1998,
That month the tape was
shown on television by a
friend of Bentain identified
as an anti-crime agent.

Morato claimed Bentain
told him he had been receiv-
ing death threats and was
being tailed by henchmen of
the Heritage Hotel casino
manager. After receiving the
tape, Morato claimed he
never saw Edgar again. But
his younger brother Edzel
reportedly contacted Morato
seeking his help on his
brother’s mysterious disap-
pearance.

Edzel said he confirmed
Morato knew Edgar by the
first week of February be-
cause ‘‘Morato did not won-
der when 1 told him about
my brother’s disappear-
ance.”’ Edzel said his brother
did not seriously take the
abduction threats.

But their mother Virginia
said some of Edgar's friends
and co-workers said they
saw two men tailing her son
when he was at the Grand
Boulevard Jan. 15. The
witnesses, however, were
afraid to come out openly
with their testimonies. The
next day, Edgar was last
seen leaving the Grand
Boulevard early morning af-

CASE OF THE MISSING CASINO MAN

ter he had accompanied his
girlfriend, elder brother
Edwin and his wife to the
casino,

Morato said he sympa-
thized with the Bentain’s
family situation although
the father, Eduardo, chief
of the UP Diliman police
challenged him at a forum
last Saturday. At the
newsmen’s gathering Mrs.
Bentain said his son could
not have taken out the tape
because casino employes
were thoroughly searched
by the guards before leav-
ing.

But Morato said
‘‘Eduardo Bentain is a gov-
ernment employe. He has
to be very careful with his
statement. It might affect
his situation.”’ Morato said
he would not have revealed
Edgar’s identity if he was
not missing but he had been
asked to identify a picture
published in a newspaper
Friday. Morato said he has
nothing to gain in this is-
sue.

Morato said a week al-
ter turning over the vid-
eotape to him, Edgar said
there was no need to con-
ceal his identity as the tape
giver because his nume was
registered in the loghook.
Fearing for his life, Morato
said Edgar planned to go
to Cebu if he failed to get
@ visa for the United States.
- ERIC S. GIRON

Lewinsky's wife Barbara
bluntly called Clinton a
“‘butthead’” although she
admitted there were times she
wanted to ““throttle™ her step-
daughtey Monica for the al-
fair which nearly ended
Chinton’s presidency. Bernard
said he was relieved Clinton
was nol removed from oflice
after the Housge impeachment
proceedings

Chinton said he harbored
no resentment that the former
White House intern Monica
was now making money sell-
ing their affairs through in-
terviews and a biography
released recently.

Monica told ABC's Bar-
bara Walters in her first tele-
vision interview there were
times she wanted to commit
suicide and that her mother
and father also considered
ending their hives

L L] L ]

LEWIS-HOLYFIELD

DRAW DRAWS BOOS

Evander Holviield did not
score 4 third round knockout
of Lennox Lewis as he had
boasted in their IBA-WBA
title fight at Madison Square
Garden in New YorK Satur-
day (March 13) but rather had
his left eye closed and the left
side of his face badly swol-
lern in the 12-round heuavy-
weight bout

Although Lennox landed
348 of 613 punches for 57
percent-connection rate while
Holyfield connected 130 of
385 punches or 34 percent,
the rousing cheer given
Lennox by 7,000 British fans
when he raised his hands at
the end of the fight in triumph
became a chorus of boos when
a draw decision was an-
nounced

Lewis, 33, at 6-5 and 246
pounds, appeared too big for
Holyfield at 6-2 1/2 weigh-
ing 215 pounds and age 36.
Holyfield had twice knocked
out Mike Tyson but in his bout
with Lewis landed fewer than
ten punches. Lewis seemed to
control the action with left
jabs and righthand leads to
the face that swelled
Holyficld’s left eye carly in
the fight. He rattled Holyfield
but never came close to put-
ting him down

Lewis had to win the last
round to get the draw deci-
sion. South Africa’s Larry
Christodoulou favored Lewis,
116-113. Jean Williams of the
United States had 115-113 for
Holyfield. Britain's Larry
O’Connel scored 115-155 for
a draw

In the March 6, 1971 fight
at the Garden, Joe Frazier
knocked down Muhammad Ali
in the 15th round and won &
unanimous decision as cham-
pion.

In the Lewis-Holyfield
bout, Lewis Holvfield should
give him those two belts *‘be-
cause he knows they're
mine. "’

.
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WORKING WONDERS WITH RICE

By MARIO P. CHANCO

RICE: Many other uses.

ILLENIUM prophets labor under the

mistaken impression that rice is useful

only as the building block of an ordinary

meal. They are wrong. Rice is good for coffee. Let
me tell you how it’s done.

Preparing rice coffee is child’s play. First, roast

Pour the rice coffee into
the bowl containing the rice,
add brown sugar to your
taste and hold yourself ready
to step into flavor land. You
can udd milk if you desire,
but you could kill the nose-
tingling effects of pure rice
coffee

What you get is the time-
honored kape con kanin, or
rice with coffee, The earli-
est Malay bnmigrants to the
Philippines must have given
us this delectable recipe,
which persists in many prov-
inces, especially in the up-
lands. Farmers, jeepney driv-
ers, housewives, laborers.
even a senator or two love
%ape con kanin. It gives them
a charge and an aromatic lift
unlike any machine-made
beverage. It’s cheap and easy

RICE STORAGE TAKES
ONE STEP FORWARD

BULK handling and stor-
age of rice takes a step for-
ward with the local testing
of a simple low-temperature

drying technology.
The technology is called

the Low-Temperature In-Bin
Drying System (LT-IBDS)
now being tested by the
National Postharvest Institute
for Research and Extension
(NAPHIRE) in lloilo and
Davao del Norte.

The LT-IBDS iz composed
of a holding bin, fan and
heater for the supplemental
heating of air,

By using the technology,
greater quantity of wet grain
can be dried to safe moisture
levels with reduced quality
losses. The in-bin dried grains
can be stored in bulk, permit-
ting efficient control and
management of pests

Preliminary results of the
NAPHIRE study showed that
harvested rice with initial
moisture content of 21.7 to
23.5 percent could be dried
to a final moisture content of

12.9 to 13.8 percent within
three days of continuous fan
and heater operation.

Economic analysis also
shows that the dryer could be
applicable for small-scale
farming.

There is no significant
increase in the percentage of
yellow kernels. No significant
change was observed in the
potential milling and the
number of rice heads recov-
ered based on samples col-
lected belore and after dry-
ing.

According to NAPHIRE,
anpther set of drying tests will
be made to validate these
initial findings

NAPHIRE is conducting
the study with the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute
(IRRI) and the Hohenheim
University (Germany). A study
at IRRI shows that the LT-
IBDS technology is viable in
tropical settings.

Spearheaded by
NAPHIRE, the current tests
include the First Iloilo Area
Marketing Cooperative, Inc.
and the New Corella Federa-
tion of Agrarian Reform
Beneficiaries and [rrigators
Association Reform Beneficia-
nies and Irrigators Association
Multi-Purpose Cooperative in
Davao del Norte. (MNC Agri
News Service)
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late MAXIMO
LUMABAO FELICIANO, rwho died without any will on January
7. 1992 In Quezon City, had been extrajudicially settled among
his heirs as evidenced by a documeant entitled *‘Extra-judicial
Settlement of Estate With Waiver of Share'’ bearing Doc, No,
402; Page No. B1, Book No, 3, Series of 1999 executed before
Notary Public Atty. Hector B. Centeno.

to prepare.

Besides leaving you with
a feeling of rapturous well-
being, kape kon kanin re-
vives your smelling skills,
soothes your nerves, which
the caffein in coffee steps
up -- in the wrong cardiac
direction. It is good for the
digestion, it is a welcome
relief from the coffee and
doughnut fare sold by the
food chains. As an added
bonus, it earns extra pesos
tor marginal farmers rice and
coffee farmers.

It also stirs dangerous
diversions in your mind. You
wonder what other secret
native food preparations lurk
in your vicinity. [f they can
do this with coffee, what
might not do with corn?

UNPOLISHED RICE

Corn has its own glori-
ous panoply of under-utilized
uses, but our subject matter
is rice. Try another rice
game. Get hold of some
unhusked rice, or palay.
Clean your garlic mashing

ordinary rice in a pan. When done, grind or mash

it with mortar and pestle

and brew the way you

brew ordinary coffee. On the other side of the
kitchen table, keep some boiled rice in a small bowl.
(Unpolished new rice is best, but if you don’t have

it, ordinary rice will do).
stone mortar thoroughly if
you don’t have the wooden
lusong that farmers use for
dehusking their palay.
Start pounding. Prepare for
a bit of hard work if you are
not used to pounding palay.
Even an amateur should have
cnough hulled rice after a
while to cook. Observe how
brown stains remain on the
grains even after husking. this
residual coating contains the
rich rice nutrients which so-
phisticated urbanites demand
be milled out of their rice.
They think that the whiter the
rice they buy, the more health-
ful and socially acceptable it
1s- Few doctors even recall
that the nutrients, including
rice bran and its accompany-
ing byproducts, form the bae
of the anti-malnutrition cura-
tive that went by the name of
tiki tiki. Since no one tells
them anything to the contrary,
people continue buying the
expensive, whiter, nutrition-

less rice.
L ] L ] L ]

That is sheer nonsense, of
course. You’'ll find when you
cook your hand-pounded
husked rice that it tastes better.

smells more fragrantly of the
ficlds it came from, than your
white commercial rice. Caught
on the horns of a nutritional
dilemma, a few people make
the rounds of the rice dealers
to look for unpolished or
hand-pounded rice. The prob-
lem is that hardly anyone in
the rice trade sells unpolished
rice any more. It does not keep
as long as well-milled rice.
Rice millers will not stop their -
machines to pound a few kilos
of your unpolished cereal.

You would think that, with
all the proved and accepted
virtues related to the consump-
tion of unpolished or lusong
pounded palay, someone
would have found a way how
to supply it. Instead, we are
offered so-called “‘enriched””
rice, in which the crucial
elements taken out by mill-
ing are sought to be pul back
with chemicals and other
additives, Blame it on tradi-
tion, our colonial upbringing.
Nothing is supposed to taste
well at all unless it has chemi-
cals mixed with it.

We’'ll deal with other
things you can do with rice
in later articles.

PROCESSING GARBAGE WITHOUT DUMPSITES: While the MMDA continues fo search

for dumpsites, Barangay Sun Valley in Parafiaque has started its own “low-tech, low-budget
composting process” to turn biodegradable garbage into organic fertilizer in only § days.
Led by Punong Barangay Bert Guevara, this barangay has re-invented composting by deing
it “above-ground.” This process is not only inexpensive but also odor-controlled! Using
natural ingredients and simple technology, Capt. Guevara is servicing 500 homes with a
single module in a 130 s.m. lot at a cost of about P24.00 per house per month. This is compared
to about P59 per house per month that the government spends using conventional methods
to dispose of biodegradable garbage. This technology can be easily duplicated in other
barangays. Not only does it solve the problem of lack of dumpsites, but it also promotes the
greening efforts of the present administration through its by-preduct, organic fertilizer.




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ekind
epressed areas.

in

There is ' more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
litle better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

&%,

financed by the President’s Social Fund; to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

~ Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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Gambling as state milking cow

HERE are people who do not particularly relish gambling.

But the state allows gambling like the horse races, jai-alai and
the casinos where the stakes are high so long as the gambling
entrepreneurs pay taxes to the government. The revenue generated
is quite sumptuous.

Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corporation Chairman Alice
Reyes disclosed that about P200 million in current collectibles from
high rollers are not bad accounts but moving accounts. And the
Pagcor books are regularly audited by the Commission on Audit
to see to it that the right tax is paid the government.

So what’s Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago’s point in exposing
names of high-stake gamblers who are the lifeblood of the casinos?
If corruption exists in state-run casinos as she claims, by all means
prosecute and punish the corrupt. Gambling can be tolerated only
if it is above-board.

What will the senator gain by exposing the names of the casino
clientele who prefer to keep their names confidential although they
are no longer secret to the public? As Pagcor Chairman Reyes pointed
out stringent measures have been adopted by the gaming corpora-
tion to ensure the privacy of the players as practised worldwide.

If Santiago claims the government lost P1 billion from bounc-
ing checks, she would prove more effective if she presented sup-
porting evidence of the alleged losses certified by duly-accredited
investigators. Ms. Santiago is sufficiently knowledgeable about the
law.

Does the Pagcor indeed extend m:'lions of pesos in credit to
patrons of at least two casinos operating in hotels such as P40 million
for Charlie (Atong) Ang, sums of P20 million to six, five down to
one million pesos for favored gamblers classified as ‘“very impor-
tant persons’’?

This is a worldwide procedure observed by the gambling ca-
sinos in maintaining their clientele. Santiago made other accusa-
tions. She claimed that rollers in state-run casinos which could have
cost the government as much as P1 billion in bad loans. What is
the source of Sen. Santiago’s allegation and how did she arrive at
the billion-peso figure?

If the senators are merely curious to know the names of the
casino VIPs, Ms. Reyes said she is willing to submit a list provided
they keep it secret so as not to jeopardize casino operations.

Do casino officials finance the gambling VIPs in exchange for
personal checks at the rate of two percent a day payment? If there
is such a ‘““racket’’ as Santiago alleges which could be prosecuted
under the anti-graft law, by all means investigate it.

Airing generalized charges may be misconstrued as a fishing
expedition rather than helping the cause of cleaning up casino
gambling. Sen. Santiage should be more discreet in naming names
unless she can prove something is illégal.

The point of this entire discussion is: Does the government
want to preserve this lucrative revenue source or does it want to
do away with it? To put it another way -- why Kkill the goose that
lays the golden egg?

If the casinos are not properly run or if corruption exists as
Sen. Santiago claims, by all means, prosecute the operators. Tainted
gambling would be to the disadvantage of the regular casino pa-
trons who keep these establishments buzzing and are a source of
government revenue. :

. ToToO YAN,
?\] g{ AMAN 7A TAYO
Qubilanas

A little honesty

INOQUIRER colummist Adrian Cristobal had
this to say last March 12:

“There i1s some justice in the claim that we
have vet to gain our national independence in
the truest sense, for even the ‘grant’ of inde-
pendence in 1946 looked too much like a favor,
though not an unmixed blessing..,

““But after that, with the Parity Amendment,
the dependence on American aid and arms (such
as it was),
the United States in our political affairs, inde-
pendence, in the minds of many -- nationalists
or not -- was largely an illusion."

I don't know if Mr. Cirstobal was reacting to
my commentary in the same paper on March 29,
1997, where | said that we Pinoys can't say with-
out blushing that 1998 was the centennial of our
national independence. The Kano, | went on,
**‘granted’ us independence on July 4, 1946 but
it “vas an empty show. Proof: parity rights, the
military bases agreement, and the fact that Manila
has been beholden to Washington since Roxas’
time."" We're not really independent, I said, and
our very name shows it. “*We're named afier a
Castilian despot, and it scems we like the name
very much.'' | concluded: ‘‘By all means, let’s be
independent. Independent in the truo sense of the
word.""

Mr. Cirstobal wenl on:

“*Now... with the Visiting Forces Agreement
nearly sure of implementation, there's a growing
sense that our national freedom is once again going
to be an illusion.

""But this development gives no one any rea-
son to suppose that the Revolution of 1896 was
a failure. The truth is that it succeeded, Biak-na-
Bato notwithstanding, for it led to the proclama-
tion of independence in Kawil,..

“What our forefathers lost was not the Revo-

ONE’S WORTH

not to mention the intervention of

lution but the war against the United States....'

The glory of the revolutionary struggle, said
Cristobal, *‘lay in the achievement of its aim: the
establishment of Asia’s first democratic republic."’

There's no question about that *‘establishment.""
The question is: Have we Pinoys as a nation really
been independent since 18987

And are we now?

A little honesty with ourselves will do us more
good than harm.

sennn

Look at these **nationalists’’ who formed part
of the Magnificent 12 that voted no to the

“extension of the RP-US military bases agree-

ment: Joseph Ejercito. Estrada, Orlando
Mercado, and Ernesto ‘‘Earning'’ Maceda!

You've heard them say we need the VFA as
badly as, excuse me, agelng machos need Viagra.

They say so because our Chinese neighbors
have made their intention against us known to
the world: first, the Spratlys, next Palawan,
next...

Oh, if only our politiclans since Quezon’s
time had some concern for the safety of omr
7,100 islands, our tricolors would have been
fluttering in the wind over sll the lslets and
reefs in the Spratlys.

Incidentally, wasn’t it a Pinoy numed Cloma
who ‘‘discovered'’ the Spratlys?
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ni JOEY C. PAPA

‘Kapatiran o
Kapatayan’

MAY mga suspek na sa pagpatay sa 21
taong gulang na si Nifio Calinao, isang mass
communication graduating student sa UP
Diliman, Mahirap lang sina Nifio. Tsuper ng
dyip pampasahero ang ama at maybahay ang
ina. Ngunit masipag at matalino si Nifo
Pinagtiisan niya ang halos anim na oras na
bivahe mula Las Pifias hanggang sa UP araw-
araw, Halos masiraan ng bait ang ina ni Nifio
nang barilin ang istudyanteng anak sa dibdib
ng isang di-kilalang lalaki sa kampus ng UP.

Napagkamalan lang daw si Nifio. Bago
mangyari ang pagbaril, binugbog ng isang
fraternity o kapatirang Scintilla Juris, s1 Yasser
Abbas na kasapi naman ng Sigma Rho [ra-
ternity. Natural, ang naging suspek agad a)
ang batang si Yasscr, Umano’y sinabi ng ama
ni Yasser na si Firdaussi Abbass na isang
abogado, na mabait at mahina ang katawan

ng kanyang anak. Ibig sabihin ay hindi ito.

basta-basta sasangkot na lamang sa mga basag-
ulo o “‘rambulan.’’ Anu’{ anuman, inimbitahan
na nang pulisya ang batang si Yasser para sa
paglilinaw. May dinampot na isang pulis
Novalichez na isa pang suspek.

Naawa ako kay Niflo, Malupit ang
pagkamatay niya. Nakahahabag ang mga
magulang niya na nangangarap na makatulong
si Nifio sa pag-ahon sa kanilang kahirapan.
Ngunit nawalan ng katuturan ang buhay ni
Nifio. Biglang nilagot ang kanyang buhay.
Kung pinaghihinalaan naman si Yasser,
nakakaawa rin siya dahil isa rin siyang
istudyante na malapit nang maglapos katulad
ni Nifio. Mga murang katawan at isip na sana’y
maaaring mapakinabangan ng kanilang lipunan
sa mga layunin nitong pagpapauniad at
paghabago.

Matagal na akong naninindigan na dapat
ay buwagin na ang mga fraternity o kapatiran
na naging sanhi na ng mga kamatayan ng ating
kabataan. ‘‘Kapatayan’’ ang lawag ng
maraming Pilipino sa mga samahang ito. Ano
na ang nangyari sa kaso nina Venturina? Ni
Michael Icasiano? Nang mga nauna pang
biktima ng walang kabuluhang pagkamatay
dahil sa labanan ng mga ‘‘frat’’ sa UP.

Kailangang magkaroon ng Katarungan ang
pagkamatay ng mga istudyanteng binanggit
ko. Lalo ngayon na isang mahirap ang pinatay
sa katauhan ni Nifto. Parang mawawasak ang
dibdib ko nang makita kong umiygk ang ina
ni Michael Icasiano at Nifio. Ngunit mauuwi
ba sa wala ang Kanilang pagdadalamhati?

Natandaan kong sinabi ng ina ni Nifio bago
ilibing ito noong Linggo na hinthiling mya
sa anak niyang magbalik kahit sandali para
makausap niya ito. Hiling ito ng isang ina na
naghahangad pa na makapiling ang mahal na
anak bago ito tuluyang mawala. Bigla ang
pag-alis ni Nifio sa buhay ng kanyang pamilya
kaya natural na hindi ito matanggap ng kanyang
mga magulang lalo na ang ina.

Ano ang naitutulong ng mga ‘kapatirang’
ito sa buhay ng isang istudyante? Pag may
away sy may tatakbuhan sila? Pag nasa

All sticks,

TEN Southeast Asian countries have
agreed to protect their respective environ-
ments by deploying measures to deal with
environmental lawbreakers swiftly and
forcefully. One country, the Philippines, has
gone several steps further: its Congress has
approved a bill including illegal logging in
the Heinous Crimes Law, with a maximum
penalty of death. President Estrada has
ordered an all-out offensive against illegal
fishing. Creation of special environmental
courts with *“specially assigned prosecutors”™
to investigate/prosecute cases has also been
recommended and approved.

AR

The message sought to be delivered is
loud and clear.

At this early stage, however, 1l I1s not casy
to evaluate what public reaction to this broad-
side of punitive actions might be. Pcople
understand fiowever dimly, that their envi-
ronment is in peril. The vast, formless global
sheath upon which all living things depend
for their exisience is threatened, but many
are unsure exactly how

It is casy to speculate that the ten South-
cast Asian convenors, given the aybridized
standards of enforcement laid down by so-
called well-developed countries (WDC), ap-
proached the environment issue with mixed
feelings. They may have opted for remedies
that swept primary survival conditions pecu-
liar to their constituencies under the rug. They
could have been forced into positions con-
forming to WDC environmental standards, but
which left them no elbowroom to deal with
predictable distortions, and to call the shots
as they came. '

(L2 2 2 )

Just where do we stand on the raging
environmental hurricane?

No one, it is safe to note, quarrels with
the reality that the environment -- national
and global - is under irreversible siege. Fishing
and drinking waters are polluted, sewage seeps
into water tables, deforested mountains and
valleys are killing agriculture and have be-
come the instrument for the death and star-
vation of millions. Wildlife and plant species
are disappearing cvery day at a heartbreaking
rate.

The volume and the toxicity of our house-
hold and industrial wastes have passed crisis
levels, The very air we breathe is a sponge
of dangerous compounds, wildly mutating
viruses and disease organisms. As fast as we
eliminate them, new and deadlier toxicants
emerge.

FAEEN

Since it is not only the Philippines, but
the rest of the world, that has turned its back
upon these perils, there may still be time lefl
not just to punish environmental transgres-

gobyerno sila ay madali silang muakapasok ng
trabaho o makakuha ng proyckto dahil

magkaka-brod sila Kahil pabaluktot ang
pamamaraan? Witlang naidudulol na maganda
sa istudyante ang mga frat na ito kundi maling
pananaw sa pagkakapatiran Maaari namang
magkatulungan ang mga mag-anaral kahit
walang *‘frat’’, Napatunayan na "to ng mga
istudyanteng aktibista noong 1970 hanggang
ngayon, Higit na naging malalim ang
pagsasamahan at komitment nila para sa
pagbabago ng kanilang paaralan at bayan.
Huwag naman sanang malibing sa limot ang
pagkakapatay kay Nifo.

no carrots

sors, but to deal with the total environmental
problem so that people will not have to suffer
needlessly. The Philippines has made a few
good starts,

The Baliktatan Council of Women has
turned some Metro Manila parbage disposal
problems into a profituble occupution. Are
there similar approaches at work on our streets?
Can other systems be found” No doubt other
versions exist. Where can they be lound?

Provincial folk who make up at least three
quarter of our population stll use firewood
and charcoal for cooking. Before we sentence
them to prison for cutting trees and twigs,
can some really workable way to be started
to teach them lo grow their own fuels?

Big business abroad continues to ship
dangerous wastes and chemicals to the Phil-
ippines. Are they gas chamber candidates?
Oil companies sell all sorts of oil products
because the cars we run need them. Do we
buy out the gas companies or tell eitizens to
change cars?

Cellular phones and TV sets emit radia-
tion: should we give up using them?

FEEES

There are sticks aplenty, but no carrots. n

EARTHMAN

our reporses lo environmental pollution.
There’s a gigantic information gap that needs
to be bridged, Confusion persists; laws are
either contradictory or self-defeating. By
contrast, our own native peoples do have the
brains to do better; the Kalinga tradition of
planting two trees when cutting one, the tidy
Filipino housekeeper's endless wielding of her
brooms in both sala and yard, all attest to
this love of a clean environment

If market forces and copy-cat systems made
us dirty, it may be time to clean up the market
first. Then. and only then, it will be time for
regular courts of law, nol ncccssarii_v spcuiull_\'
created ones, to take care of the recidivists.

Charity begins at home. Let's clean our
homes [irst

REPUBLIC OF

THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARANAQUE CITY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK,

Maortg apee/s

versus

AND NOBUYUK!I M. SUZUK.,
Mortgagor/s

SPS. SWEETHEART PURAM DA R, SUZUKI

- X
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT.
NO. 3135 as amended by Act, 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

File No. FRE-99-40

Upon verified petition for

January 15,
ol the Regional
the Public Auction on April 12,

thereon, to witi

sale under Act. 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by
Mortgagee/s BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK with office address at Paseo de Hoxas corner
dela Rosa St., Makati, Metro Manila against il
AND NOBUYUK! M. SUZUK| with residence and postal
HOMES SUBD., PARANAQUE CITY to secure payment of the Mortgage debt which, as of
1999 amount to P1,637,460.83 including/excluding Interest,
and all legal fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the Executive Judge
Trial Court of Parafiaque City,
1999 at 10:00 a.m, or soon thereafter, infront of lobby,
main entrance, City Hall to the highest bidder and for CASH, in the Philippine Currency,
the following described real property/ies with a

ve Mortgagor’'s SPS. SWEETHEART R. SUZUKI

Il the building and other Improvement existing

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 97455

address at P. GAMBOA ST., BF
penalty charges

or her duly authorized Sheriff, will sell at

a portion of the cons,
D (LAC) Psd-12493, Lot
3170 & 38235), situated in the Bo
Bounded on the NE., points 1
more or less, X X X

title/s sald property/ies and

Paranaque City, March 4, 1999,

PERICLES U. TELAN
Supervising Sheriff
{ Sgd.) ALLAN I. BOGNOT
SHERIFF IN-CHARGE

WE FORUM

March 15, 22 & 29, 1999

A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 10, Blk 49, of the cons.
of Lots 4775 & 4776, Cad,
4774-B (LRC) Psd-166106 LRC Rec. Nos.
of San Dionisio, Mun. of Paranaque, Province of Rizal
to 3 by Road Lot 48,
Lot 47 x % x % X containing an area of TWO HUNDRED SIXTY NINE (269) SQUARE METERS,

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the
the encumbrances thereon,

W ARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL
SALE on or before the date of sale under penalty of the laws.

All parties concerned notified by Registered Mail with return Cards.

subd, plan (LRC) Pcs-15593, being
Lot B (LRC) Psd-66659, Lot 4472-
6514 38064, 5254,

on the SE., points 3 to 4 by Rd.

i any there be,

ATTY, CLEMENTE BOLOY
Clark of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff
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PALL OF GLOOM OVER ASIAN COUNTRIES

IF the “‘East Asian
Miracle’” does not reappear,
and the Asian currency crisis
continues, much suffering will
be felt especially by the rural
households of Southeast Asia.

In a study titled the East

Asta Crisis and the Poor, the
Food and Agribusiness Moni-
tor of the University of Asia
and the Pacific (UA&P) noted
that agricultural productivity
had been slowing and incomes
declining even before the re-
cent economic troubles hit the

poor.

“The introduction of bud-
getary austenty due to decreases
in revenue is expected to af-
fect the provision of social
services such as health, social
welfare assistance, and educa-
tion, which the poor rely on as

phppinet

.

AIRTRANSPORT: Policies rapped.

* GOV’'T HIT FO
NEGLECTING AIR
TRANSPORTATION

WHILE the government
earned plaudits for deregulating
the air transportation sector in
1995, it also earned criticisms
for downplaying the sector's
role in stimulating growth and
development of the country's
economy.

Cherrylyn S. Rodolfo, con-
sultant for the Center for Re-
search and Communication, said
this is evident in the relatively
slow development in air trans-
port-related infrastructure, par-
ticularly in the provinces; pro-
longed period of protectionism;,
and lack of comprehensive and
integrated system of informa-
tion about the air transporta-
tion sector.

In a paper titled Back to the
Basics of Flying: Rethinking Air
Transport Policles, Rodolfo
said liberalization was merito-
rious to the Philippine airline
industry, but its success in the
long-term would depend on how
well the government could co-
ordinate efforts to support the
concerns on transport infrastruc-
ture and to create a stable
economic and political environ-
ment for the sector

Assessing the effects of lib-
cralization on the local airline
industry, she observed that
competition moved the carriers
to pampering their customers
with promotions, such as fare
discounts of up to 40 percent.

Cebu Pacific, for example,
was introduced in 1996 as the
*low-fare great-value airline,"’
offering an air fare to Cebu at
only P999 compared with the
Philippine Airlines' (PAL)
P1,289, In two years' time,

By ROD P. FAJARDU II1

Cebu Pacific became PAL’'s
closest competitor

Flight frequencies also in-
creased as the new airlines
offered more seats. Flight fre-
quency in the Manila-Cebu-
Manila route, for example,
increased by 79 percent to 95
flights a week during the post-
liberalization period, from 53
flights a week during the pre-
liberalization period.

The Manila-Davao-Manila
route, on the other hand, reg-
istered a 40 percent growth in
terms of flight frequency, from
25 flights a week before the
liberalization period 10 35
flights a week after liberaliza-
tion ensued.

Liberalization also brought
a variety of services to the air
transport industry. The new
airlines introduced games on
board, offering of snacks, and
many other forms of entertain-
ment to lure passengers. In
response, PAL promoted fre-
quent-flier programs, refur-
bished Terminal Il of the Manua
Domestic Airport, and upgraded
its equipment.

Meanwhile, Rodolfo said
liberalization also resulted to
significant changes in the mar-
ket shares of the carriers. She
noted that PAL's share contin-
ues to decline as the new car-
riers continue 1o serve more
routes.

Given these benefits,
Rodolfo suggested several
measures or policy prescriptions
that would enable the govern-
ment to maximize the positive
results brought about by liber-
alization,

She said airport constraints
should be addressed because
“‘the service expansion and the
relinbility of the schedules of
airlines have been severely
hampered by inadequate airport
and runway facilities."’

She noted that a number of
airports in the country are still
below the international stan-
dards, being classified as Closed
to Aircraft Operations When
Wet. This means that airplanes
are prevented from taking off
and landing when the runways
are wet,

Meanwhile, since tourism
largely depends in air transport
as a vehicle for consuming the
products of a destination, de-
mand for air travel should be
promoted.

At present, the Philippines
has a lot of catching up to do
in terms of atllracting visitors
to the country. Data from the
World Tourism Organization
showed that last year, the Phil-
ippines was nol even onc of the
10 top destinations in East Asii
and the Pacific

To stimulate air travel in the
country, Rodolfo said local
government units (LGUs)
should be empowered

“If trained properly in plan-
ning, identifying the potentials
of the locality for trade, tour-
ism and investments, and pack-
aging these potentials in attrac-
tive investment scheme and
promoting to the right market,
the LGUs would play a stron-
ger role in dispersing the ben-
efits of growth and development
in the countryside,'' she said

(MNC)

a safety net, “‘the study quoted
Cecilia Ochoa of the Philippine
Peasant Institute as saying.

According to World Bank
estimates, if the current El Nifio
conditions continue, Indopesia
will have to spend $1.2 billion
to import the required amount
of rice and another $500 to 600
million in subsidies to make rice
affordable to the poor.

In addition to these large
budgetary setbacks, about eight
million people are expected to
Jjoin the ranks of the rural during
the course of the new vear

Compared with trends prior
to the crisis, the number of
malnourished children under
five in Southeast Asia would
increase by 21 percent to 12.2
million. The nutritional effects
of the crisis would spill over
to other developing countries.
In South Asia, for example, the
number of malnourished chil-
dren under five would increase
by 17 percent to 76.7 million.

In the same study, Peter
Bult, a project officer in the
United Nations Children’s
Fund's Jakara oflice, cited that
there are sufficient warning
signs that things are drastically
changing tor people. If noth-
ing is done urgently, the effects
on children will be huge and

long lasting because nutrition
15 crucial for physical and
mental development.

Bult pointed out that the
learning capacity of children
would be reduced and they
could, because of malnutriton,
lose 10 to 15 1Q points, which
could mean a huge loss in
productivity at the social level

““This would mean negative
effects in their society as the
children grow up and eventu-
ally become leaders in their own
right,"" he added.

If the crisis continues
through the year 2020 and it is
assumed that domestic agricul-
tural commodity prices due to
exchange rate devaluation re-
main 20 percent to 30 percent
above pre-crisis levels and
income growth rates fall to half
of what they were before the
crisis, global cereal demand in
2020 would fall by 3 percent
and meat demand by 8.4 per-
cent, compared to the baseline
scenario

“These global declines
would be a direct result of
reduced demand in East and
Southeast Asia, where the de-
mand for meat would drop by
30 percent to 40 percent. Com-
bined US and European cereal
exports would plunge by 87

percent as East and Southeast
Asian countries become large
meat exporters due to increased
domestic demand,”’ the study
said,

The study defined the role
of agriculture as the crisis
continues. As countries seek to
resume growth, the cheap la-
bor that the cnisis has made
available may tempt some to
move toward lubor intensive
export oriented industries,

With the financial sectors
still on shaky ground, high
unemployment rates, rising food
prices and food shortages, and
competitive advantages in ag-
riculture and some countries,
agriculture will play an impor-
tant role in the financial sta-
bility of Asian countries towards
the year 2000,

Agriculture will compensate
partly for other sectors during
the recovery period. In Indo-
nesia, for example, coffee,
fruits, palm oil and rubber
exports will moderate the ef-
fects of the crisis and make a
significant dent in the import
cost of rice. In Vietnam, the
crisis has set in motion more
rice production, which will also
help to alleviate trade imbal-
ances. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

versus -
SPS. MAXIMO BARTOLOME

subd. project,

X M.

Valanzuala,

|Sgd.) FERNANDO C.
Sheriff IV

CRUZ

MEYCAUAYAN RURAL BANK,
Mortgagee,

being a portion of Lot 49-A,

Republic of the Phllippines

National Capital Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA, METRO MANILA

* OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT *

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

INC,,

AND CONCEPCION BARTOLOME,
Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118,
filed by MEYCAUAYAN RURAL BANK, INC., mortgagee, with address at McArthur Hi-way,
Calvario, Meycauayan, Bulacan, against SPS. MAXIMO BARTOLOME AND CONCEPCION
BARTOLOME, mortgagors, with address at J. Santiago St., Malanday, Valenzuela, Metro
Manila, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of December 29, 1998 amounts
to NINETY EIGHT THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED NINETY EIGHT PESOS & 66/100 (P98,398,66)
Including interest, penalty and attorney’s fees, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of RTC, Valenzuela,
Metro Manila, hereby gives NOTICE that he or his duly authorized deputy sheriff will sell
at public auction for CASH in Philippina Currency on April 6, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. or soon
thereafter, at the main entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court, RTC, Valenzuela, Metro
Manila, the following real property with all the improvements existing thereson, to wit:

T.C.T. No. T-103931

A parcel of land (lot 49-A-2 of the subd, plan (LRC) Psd-317720, approved as a non-
[LRC) Psd-151623; LRC Rec. No. N-31645],
situated in the Bo., of Malanday, Mun. of Valenzuela, Metro Manlla, 1s. of Luzon, Bounded
on the NE., pts. 2 to 3, by Existing Road and beyond by Lot §1, Cad. 338, Polo Cad,;
on the SE., pts. 3 to 4 by Lot b3, Cad. 338, on the SW., pts. 4 to 1 by Lot 49-A-1
of the subd. plan; and on the NW., pts. 1 to 2, by Lot 49-N, [LRC) Psd-1615623 {(Road).
x x X contalning an area of ONE HUNDRED (100) SQUARE METERS, more or less, x x

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title of the said
real property and encumbrances thereof,
Metro Manila, January 28,

it any there be,

1899,

(Sgd.) ATTY. DOMINADOR D. BORNASAL, JR.
Clerk of Court VI

Foreclosure No. 109.-V-98

& Ex-Officio Sheriff

WE FORUM

March B, 16 & 22, 1999
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GLOBAL WARMING
LEADS TO MORE
PLANT GROWTH -

THE same gas that humans fear for its heat-trapping
effect seems to inspire plants to reach new heights.

Research at the Free Air - CO2 Enrichment (FACE) at
The University of Arizona in Tucson (UA) Maricopa
Agricultural Center has found that both cotton and wheat
thrived when carbon dioxide levels in the field were “‘en-
riched”’ by about 200 parts per million above the usual
level.

““That degree of enrichment was increasing cotton growth
by about 40 percent, and cotton yield by about 40 percent
as well,”” noted Bruce Kimball, a scientist with the Water
Conservation Lab (United States Department of Agricul-
ture) in Phoenix who has been involved with the carbon
dioxide enrichment project since its inception in 1989.

Similarly, the wheat plants grown under enriched car-
bon dioxide levels tended to weigh about 20 percent more
than those grown under normal conditions, Dr. Kimball
said.

““One additional phenomenon we have seen in the cotton
and wheat FACE experiments that we might see with the
sorghum is the enhanced ‘water-use efficiency’ of crops
grown under high carbon dioxide,”’ he said.

““This means that for a given amount of available water,
crops under high carbon dioxide will grow more than crops
under low carbon dioxide. In the future high carbon dioxide
world, all other things being equal, this might mean pro-
duction levels might be maintained in the face of reduced
water resources.'’

In the Maricopa wheat experiment, for instance, car-
bon dioxide-enriched plants that were watered adequately
ylelded about 15 percent more grain and seeds than con-
trols, while carbon dioxide-enriched plants grown in drought-
like conditions yielded about 25 percent more than con-
trols. :

Still, scientists have also found that the increase in
quantity can decrease the quality of grains fro some plants
enriched by carbon dioxide.

Thomas Thompson and Allan Matthias, both of the UA
department of soil, water and environmental sciences, found
that an increase in the number of wheat grains under
enriched-carbon dioxide conditions translated into a de-
crease in protein content per grain.

“This may take on importance in areas where grains
are & main source of protein,”” Thompson speculated.
(Americans tend to use grain to feed livestock, while people
in developing countries generally depend upon it for their
own meals.) :

The pattern holds true for sorghum, used for cattle here
but for cereal in Africa. So the results of this summer’s
work in Maricopa could have repercussions around the
globe. Sorghum is the number six crop in the United States,
but it is number two in Africa.

The advantage of carbon dioxide enrichment stems from
the way plants grow.

Plants use energy from the sun to transform carbon
dioxide and water molecules into carbohydrates, releasing
oxygen as waste in the process. But sometimes plants try
to fuel the carbohydrate production factory with oxygen
instead of carbon dioxide, m mistake that can waste a lot
of energy. £ 5 5

The presence of more carbon dioxide molecules min-
gling with the 210,000 parts per million of oxygen mol-
ecules, then, can improve the odds that a plant will be able
to make the carbohydrates that form the bulk of its mass.

A greater abundance of carbon dioxide also has an-
other advantage for the plant. It can lead to improved
water-use efficiency.

Carbon dioxide enters the plant through the same open-
ings, known as stomata, from which water can escape.
Under higher carbon dioxide levels, the stomata can re-
main partially closed. So comparisons between experimen-
tal plants and controls can be more dramatic when water
is scarce. (MNC Agri News Service)

RP HAS WORLD’S
MOST EXTENSIVE
TILAPIA CAGES

THE Philippines has the
most extensive tilapia cage
farms in the world.

But the most these cage
farms can produce is 4 kilos
per square meter - which is
very low compared to China’s
101 kilos per square meter and
40 kilos in Africa,

Philippine cages are big-
ger, ranging from 16 to 300
square meters. Fish cages are
usually 4 to 15 square melers
in China and 20 square meters
in Africa.

Philippine cages are also
decper, 3 to 5 meters com-
pared to 2 to 3 meters in China
and Africa. .

To improve productivity
and efficiency of production,
the use of smaller cages, larger
fingerlings for stocking, higher
stocking densities, bigger
mesh size of net cages. and

HIGH TEMPERATURE INCINERATION

THE best way o dispose
of pesticides is high-tem-
perature incineration.

And, according to the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO), hazard-

ous waste should be
shipped to a dedicated
waste incinerator in an
industrialized country.

This is because none of
the developing countries -
- with the exception of a
few newly industrialized na-
tions -- have facilities for
safe and environmentally
sound disposal of pesti-
cides.

Cleaning up the esti-
mated 100,000 tons of
obsolete pesticides in the
developing world could
cost as much as $500 mil-
lion, FAO says.

FAO recently completed
a waste disposal project in-
volving about 260 tons of
obsolete pesticide stocks in
Yemen.

Storage siles were
cleaned and pesticides were
shipped to the United King-
dom for incineration. In
Zambia, nearly 350 tons of
toxic waste will be disposed
of in collaboration with the
German Agency for Tech-

nical Cooperation.

Most obsolete pesticides
are left over from pesticide
donations provided by for-
eign aid programs. The
United Nations agency is
calling for a concerted glo-
bal effort to dispose of this
hazardous waste and to
avoid further accumula-
tions.

In the absence of envi-
ronmentally sound disposal
facilities, stocks are con-
stantly increasing. In Af-
rica and Southeast Asia,
some stocks are over 30
years old and are kept in
poor conditions with few
or no safety precautions.

“‘Leakage, scepage and
various accidents related to
pesticides are quite com-
mon and widespread,”’ says
Niek van der Graaf, head
of FAO's Plant Protection
Service. ‘‘Storage condi-
tions rarely meet interna-
tionally accepted standards.
Many pesticide containers
deteriorate and leak their
ceutents into the soil, con-
taminating groundwater and
the environment.”’

FAQO says the long-term
solution to disposal prob-
lems lies in preventing ac-

.RECOMMENDED FOR PESTICIDES

cun alation of obsolete pes-
ticides. Stocks should be
kept as small as possible.
And pesticide use should
be drastically reduced and
overstocking avoided.

Stocks of more than
100,000 tons of obsolete
pesticides pose a serious
threat to the environment
and public health in devel-
oping countries.

Many of these chemicals
are so toxic that a few
grams could poison thou-
sands of people or contami-
nate a large area.

Among the highly toxic
and persistent substances
are DDT, Dieldrin and
HCH (Hexachlorocyclo-
hexane). (MNC Agri News
Service)

monosex male stocks 15 rec-
ommended, according to the
Department of Science and
Technology

While major strides have
been achieved by the tilapia
industry in the last five years,
problems persist. These in-
clude lack of quality fry for
culture, lack of extensioh
services to tilapia farmers, and
the need for regulating and
managing filapia farming ar-
cas in lakes and reservoirs.

For example, it is estimated
that the industry requires over
a billion tilapia fry per year
Only about 600 million fin-
gerlings are produced each
vear

With the absence of regulu-
tory management and the non-
enforcement of existing regu-
lations overcrowding of fish
cages in many lakes and reser-
voirs has resulted in heavy
economic losses. The reason
fishkills mainly caused by poor
water quality

Heavy congestion in fish
cages also dulls the growth and
yields of tilapia in freshwater
farming,

With the absence of regula-
tory management sand the non-
enforcement of existing regu-
lations, overcrowding of [ish
cages in many lakes and reser-
voirs has resulted in heavy
cconomic losses. The reason:
fishkills mainly caused by poor
water quality

Still, the prospects for tila-
pia farming remain bright and
bullish. In fact, demand for
tilapia is expected to further
increase with population growth
and the declining marine fish
catch.

The Philippines is next only
to China as the world's largest
producer of tilapia.

The tilapia industry is highly
diversified and very adaptive.
Tilapia production is increas-
ing rapidly in Asia, and is now
one of the most popular aquac-
ulture activities in the Philip-
pines, China, Indonesia, Taiwan,
and Thailand,

The most important farmed
tilapia in Asia is the Nile tila-
pia followed by the
Mozambique tilapia. (MNC)

TILAPIA: From cages.
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BIOTECH R&D INCREASING - PCARRD

By PAUL ICAMINA

LOS BANOS -- Govern-
ment research on biotechnol-
ogy is increasing by leaps
and bounds.

The Philippines will
spend P250 million each year
on biotechnology research
and development by the year
2000 and subsequent years.

This is a significant in-
crease over the 1999 biotech-
nology budget of P60 mil-
lion and more than the P13.6
million spent in 1998,

For 1999, the biggest slice
of the R&D pie comes from
the Department of Science
and Technology (42 percent),
followed by the Department
of Agriculture (30 percent),
University of the Philippines
Los Bafos (18 percent) and
the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (10 per-
‘cent) .

Priority wise, as 1t was
in 1998, research will focus
on -- by grder of importance
-- coconut, mango, papaya
and banana. The Philippines
currently enjoys comparative

advantage in the export of

these crops and would like
to maintain this edge.

“But we are also look-
ing at the applications of bio-
technology for the so-called
poor man's crops like
camote,”’ said Dr. Crisanto
R. Escafio of PCARRD
““While we used to look
more closely at export win-
ners, we are now shifting our
attention also to root crops
and legumes.”

““We cannot ignore the
strides of biotechnology
R&D 1n other countnes, eve:
developing ones, although

our capability i terms of

manpower and equipment are
equal to our Southeast Asian

neighbors, " Escano said, "I

we don’t go to biotechnol-
ogy R&D, we will lose our
export competitive edge to
our rivals. "

In 1998, the Philippines
achieved significant results
in biotechnology R&D,

Escafio told a groin of

farmer representatives \rom
across the country in a fo-

rum on the implications of

biotechnology.

Local researchers, for ex-
ample, have determined the
fatty acid prolile of selected
coconut populations. Gene
maps and markers have been
developed to make breeding
processes more efficient

The genes involved in the
nipening process of mangoes
have been cloned, a devel-
opment which could lead to
slowing down ripening in

mangoes and increasing shell

life. The same is true for the
ripening gens In papaya
Transgenic papaya plantlets
have also been developed in
laboratones, Escafio said
According to Dr. Evelyn
Mae Tecsen-Mendoza of the
Institute ol Plant Breeding,
University of the Philippines
Los Bafios, biotechnology
offers new solutions to old
problems. “'Biotechnology

products which replace

chemical fertilizers and pes-

ticides are now available, "
she said

Plant and animal diseases
can be detected early and
more accurately with diag-

WHERE’S THE OPPOSITION? o page 12

state-of-the-nation address.
Santiago even pave her own
version of Ulat contrary to
what Ramos had reported.

At the House of Represen-
tatives, the once feisty Makati
Rep. Joker Arroyo dominated
the opposition bloc with his
sarcastic remarks, He was
joined by the equally vocal
Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman in
opposing the policies of the
Ramos administration.

This healthy clash of op-
posing views on various is-
sues between the Executive
and the Legislative Branch
turned anemic under the
Estrada administration, It is
ironic that President Estrada,
a mere college dropout, could
silence or neutralize the once
reproachful opposition.

Sen. Francisco Tatad, a
potential arch critic of Presi-
dent Estrada and who had only
derisive comments on the
Chief Executive during the last
presidential campaign, is now
conspicuously quiet

Even leaders of the oppo-
sition party, Lakas-NUCD,
have not raised any serious
disagreement with Malaca-
flang, And it cannot be said
that the opposition has not run

TATAD, TANADA: Shhh...

out,of valid issues.
Recently, the Estrada
administration’s controvérsial
stand on the settlement with
the Marcoses, which it has
been toying for sometime now,
has met only with a mild
opposition. Its abrupt termi-
nation of the peace talks
between the communists and
the government deserves more
attention from the opposition.
At present, the vibrant
press and a vigilant religious
sector particularly the Catho-

lic Church are taking the
cudgels in confronting the
administration

. During the time of Presi-
dent Diosdado Macapagal,
Sen. Arturo Tolentino
emerged as its chief detrac-
tor. For Marcos, it was Sen.
Benigno Aquino Jr, Enrile was
Mrs. Aquino’s tormentor and
Defensor-Santiago wis
Ramos’s ardent fault-finder
But who will dare to be Presi-
dent Estrada's arch critic?
(MNC)

nostic kits developed from
biotechnology R&D, she
satd. Amimal disenses are
prevented by using vaccines
und antibiotics derived rom
biotechnology.

“Orchids, banana,
makapuno, potato and other
crops are readily and widely
propugated using tissue cul-
ture techniques,”” Mendoza
said. ““Improvements of

stocks of cows and carabaos
has been made possible by
embryo transfer and estrus
synchronization tech-
niques, ' (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentaries)

BIOTECH RESEARCH: On focus.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
LAS PINAS CITY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

UNITRUST DEVELOPMENT BANK,
Mortgagee/s,

Foreclosure No, 99-028

versus -

SPS. EDMUNDO E. BARREDA

CORAZON E. BARREDA
Mortgagor/s

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
ACT 31356

and

X - - X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed by the
Mortgagee/s UNITRUST DEVELOPMENT BANK with office/residence address at UDB Bidg.,
B03 J.P. Rizal cor. F. Zobel St., Makati City against the Mortgagor/s SPS. EDMUNDO E.
BARREDA & CORAZON E. BARREDA with residence/postal/office address at B-9 L-13,
Exodus Ave., Camella Homes Classic, Pamplona, Las Pinas City to secure payment of the
mortgage debt which as of February 17, 1998 amounts to P2,624,B06.15 including/ex-
cluding interests, penalty charges and all legal fees and expenses incidental to this fore-
closure and sale, the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Las Pifias City through
the undersigned Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Las
Pifas City or any of the Deputy Sheriffs will sell at public auction on April 12, 1999 at
10:00 o'clock a.m, at the main entrance of the City Hall of Las Pifas City to the highest
bidder, for CASH and in Philippine Currency, the following described real property/ies, to
wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-17821

A parcel of land (Lot 13, Block 9, of the cons, subd. plan (LRC] Pcs-6B075, being a
portion of the land described on plan Psu-5752, and Psu-59642, and Lot 3, (LRC) Pcs-
678, LAC Rec, MNos. N-12914, and 33721) situated in the Sitio of Magasawang Manga,
Bo. of Pamplona, Mun. of Las Pinas, Prov, of Rizal. Bounded on the NE,, points 2 to 3
by Hoad Lot 7, on the SE., points 3 to 4 by Lot 14, on the SW., points 4 to 5 by
Lot 2, points 5 to 1 by Lot 3, and on the NW,, points 1 to 2 by Lot 12, all of Block
9, all of the cons. subd. plan x x x x X containing an are of TWO HUNDRED FORTY (240)
SQUARE METERS, more or less, x X x X X,

Prospective buyers/bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title/
s of saild property/ies and the encumbrances thereon If any there be,

Las Pifas City, this 10th day of March, 1989,

|Spd.)] RACQUEL CRISOLOGO-LARA

Clerk of Court VI

Ex-Officio Sherift

[Sgd.) MARNITO B,

Deputy Sheriff

TUAZON

WARNING
It is absolutely prohibited to iemove, deface or destroy this Notice of Sale on or before
the date of sale under penalty of law

WE FORUM

March 16, 22 & 29, 1999
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JACKIE E: Ms. Jackie Ejercito sccepts a plaque of appreciation from Barangay Chairman Onofre Cabral of Malibay,
Pasay City after opening the general meeting of the Pasay City Council recently at the City Hall. Ms. Ejercito said the
administration of her father would do its best to help the people of Pasay City who in turn helped President Ejercito Estrada

to victory during the last elections.

Forum

P5.00-IN METRO-MANIEA

OPPOSITION?

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

THE customary honeymoon days when the political op-
position exercise restraint to give the new Chief Executive
a chance to prove himself within his first 100 days after
assuming the presidency is over, and yet the opposition have
remained subdued and inconspicuous,

Apparently, the opposition have been thrown in disarray
since President Joseph Estrada, who used to be on the op-
position side of the political fence, assumed the presidency
last July

Thus, the President has practically succeeded in pursuing
his controversial positions on some issues with relative ease
and with least reaction from the political opposition

Except for few issues, like his carlier insistence to bury
his political ally, the late strongman President Ferdinand Marcos
at the Libingan ng mga Bayani, did President Estrada meet
a strong opposition. Only during those rarc occasions oppo-
sition politicians emerged. )

But generally the once vitriolic and boisterous voice of
the opposition both within and outside of Congress that often
led to acrimonious bui fruitful debate on important policy
issues has been reduced to whimper and inanimate grumble.

Gone were the dyed-in-the-wool opposition. In the past
two administrations, opposition politicians kept an cagle’s

eye on Malacaflang’s every move despite accusations of

grandstanding from some quariers.
There was a time when Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile loomed
large in the opposition as he kept on pestering the Aquino

-

administration. The Senate minority leader gave Malacanang
s headache by criticizing its major positions from the
government’s peace initiatives with the communist rebels to
agrarian reform.

At that time, even lawmakers belonging to the adminis-
tration party who were personally hand-picked by President
Corazon C. Aquino for the Senate did not inhibit themselves
from clashing with Malacafiang’s pesition on several vital
issues

Senate Majority Leader Alberto Romulo figured promi-
nently in the campaign for debt relief from burgeoning lor-
cign loans at a time when debt service was practically drain-
ing government resources dry

Sen. Wigberto Taflada led the struggle against the US bases
at the Senate, succeeding in mustering enough support among
the senators for the rejection of the administration’s proposal
to extend the RP-US Military Bases Agreement.

During the Ramos administration, it was Senate President
Ernesto Maceda’s turn to shine as he launched his expose
one after another from anomalies at the Department ol
Education, Culture and Sports to the controversial sale of the
reclaimed land along Roxas Boulevard, which had been dubbed
as the mother of all scams.

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago also made a name 1n
eriticizing almost every move of President Fidel Ramos from
his numerous trips abroad to his yearly Ulal sa Bayan or

(Page 11, please)

BENEFITS EYED
FOR 500,000
SINGLE PARENTS

By ELOY A. CALAMOSO

THE Senate committee on
youth, women and family
relations has called for the
speedy passage of 4 measure
that seeks to provide a pack-
age of benefits to about
500,000 single parents in the
country

The committee has rec-
ommended the enactment of
Senate Bill 1404 that seeks
to provide a comprehensive
package of social develop-
ment and welfare services to
solo parents and their chil-
dren living below the pov-
erty line. '

And these benefits will
only require a measly sum
of P10 million annually on
the part of the government,
according 1o Sen Teresa
Aquino-Oreta, commitlee
chair

Oreta expressed optimism
that the measure would sail
smoothly at the Senate floor
took turn In
manifestng their support for
tl.e bill

sed on available statis-
ucs rom the Department of
Social Welfare and Devel-
opment (DSWD), there are
about two million widows
in the country and another
500,000 legally separated or
with annulled marriages. The
DSWD is strongly lobbying
for the bill’s passage

Of the estimated 2.5 mil-
lion solo parents, about
500,000 were living below
the poverty line, according
to a 1995 report of the
DSWD

Among the benefits that
the Senate is considering for
solo parents include a flex-
ible working schedule and
a 10-day a year parental
leave that can be used for
absences from work due to
emergencies at home

““It (parental leave) would
allow the solo parent to
spend more time with the
child when necessary, for
instance, when the child is
sick,”’ Aquino-Oreta said,
stressing that the 10-day

4s senalors

leave per year for solo par-
ents would not affect therr
work performance

They would also be given
priority in the government s
soclalized housing programs
and a non-collaternl loans for
various hivelihood programs
oftered by government [inan-
¢ial mstitutions and privale

banks. They would also be
entitled to counseling, if
needed.

The measure provides for
educational benefits for the
children of solo parents.
Specifically, it provides for
a 40 percent discount on tu-
ition and other school fees
for those living below the
poverty threshold.

Aquino-Oreta said the
definition of the poverty line
of the National Economic
Development  Authority
(NEDA), the government's
economic planning body,
would be adopted. The bill
pegged the poverty line at
the 1997 level of P11,33R
monthly income for a fam-
ily of five

“But this figure would
soon C||:m‘uc because the
NEDA determines the pov-
erty line every three years,”
she added

Aquino-Oreta also said
that the figure will also
depend on the region since
the government ageney 1s
commg” out with different
poverty levels for each of
the country’s 15 administra-
tive regions

Those who will be eligible
for these benefits include rape
victims, abandoned spouses or
those legally separated or an-
nulled marriages, unwed par-
ents or those with adopted
child or children

But Aquino-Oreta clarified
that in two-parent families
where one spouse is incapaci-
tated, the other spouse will
still be categorized as a solo
parent.

“‘Since in such a situa-
tion,’” she said, ‘‘the solo
parent is left alone to carry
the burden of dispensing
parental duty 1o the children.™

Besides, Aquino-Orela
stressed that the DSWD, the
lcad agency tasked to imple-
ment the bill, would conduct
thorough screening among
spplicants, including investi-
gation and asscssment ol the
financial status of each ben-
eficiury.

This early, the DSWD haus
already been swarmed by
single parents asking for us-
sistance, It has already pro-
cessed about 1,494 solo par-
ents eligible for benefits un-
der the bill. These parenis
have passed the DSWD's striet
criteria for solo parents and
have undergone investigation
and screening. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)
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