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P3-M DELIVERY IN PALACE A MISTAKE?

BRIBERY

WHEN A WOMAN PART OWNER
OF EASTEEM ENTERPRISES
PUBLISHING COMPANY
PERSONALLY DELIVERS P3
MILLION SEALED IN A CARTON
BOX IN A PLASTIC BAG
INTENDED AS A BRIBE TO THE
WRONG PERSON. AT
MALACANAN, IT BECOMES

A FARCE WHEN ONLY THE
BRINGER OF THE MONEY IS
CHARGED AND NOT WHOEVER
WAS THE INTENDED RECIPIENT.
® An editorial report by

ERIC S. GIRON

BOYS ARE MORE
MALNOURISHED .
THAN GIRLS i

NEW CHAPEL: President Estrada and First Lady Dr. Luisa “Loi” Ejercito Estrada hold a lighted candle during the
Page Valentine’s Day blessing of the newly-built chapel of the Asosacion de Damas de Filipinas settlement house in Paco, Manila
Sunday morning. (Malacafang Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build _
classrooms
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

Y ?Aﬂoo

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomg_temitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities ta thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters, And PAGCOR cares

i

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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"P3-MDELIVERY A MISTAKE?

By ERIC S. GIRON

HEN a woman part owner of Easteem

Enterprises

publishing

company

personally delivers P3 million sealed in
a carton box in a plastic bag intended as a bribe
to the wrong person at Malacaian, it becomes a
farce when only the bringer of the money is charged
and not whoever was the intended recipient.

Three million pesos in
cash is not to be sneezed at,
particularly, when the cou-
rier, Marie Ann Maslog, part
owner of Esteem Enterprises,

was asking for the return of

the money. She told the
National Bureau of Investi-
gation she had turned over
the moneybag to Celeste
Payot, liaison of the Depart-
ment of Budget and Man-
agement at the parking lot
fronting Malacafan’s Mabini
Hall on January 19.

Maslog told NBI Direc-
tor Santiago Toledo the
money was intended for
Deputy [Executive Sec.
Vicente de la Serna and his
assistant Ricardo Fulgencio.
But she did not sign the
statement which would be
regarded as hearsay in court,

Esteem Enterprises owner
Mano Go
corner the P200-million text-
book printing contract of the
Department of Education,
Culture and Sports, had left
for Cebu Wednesday, Nei-
ther he nor Maslog were
found listed in the telephone
directory

Education Sec. Andrew
Gonzalez said Esteem was
last accredited in 1994 for
a contract but failed to re-
new its accreditation because
it did not meet the P2 mil-
lion capital requirement for
major suppliers. But if it

who wanted to

-

ZAMORA: Cleared.

could not put up P2 million,
how could it afford a P3-
million bribe try?

Makati Rep. Joker Arroyo
said 11 was SOP (standard
operating procedure) ““over
the years in the executive
department.”’ He said the
discovery of the bribe at-
tempt was a blessing in
disguise as it would thwart
future incidents

But even before Ombuds-
man Aniano Desierto could
get into the picture, Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada cleared
Executive Ronaldo
Zamora and Budget Sec
Benjamin Diokno who had
been dragged m of any h-
ability. NBI Director Toledo
also cleared de la Serna and

Sec.

his assistant Fulgencio. De
la Serna said he would go
down fighting any allegation
implicating him to the grease
money.

Toledo explained Maslog
cannot be accused of cor-
rupting public officials be-
cause no official actually
pocketed the money. He
readied a charge instead in
Presidential
Decree 46 on gift-giving

Ombudsman  Aniano
Desierto who attended a Sen-
ate committee hearing said
he did not know yet who
should be charged but the

Palace ofMicials whose names

violation of

were implicated are not yet
oft” the hook
CONGRESS STEPS IN

Rep. Raul Gonzalez hiled-
House Resolution 715 ask-
Ing 4 separate inquiry into
the case by the House good
government commitiee,

Gonzalez wanted to ob-
viate any atlempt to muddle
the issue to shield some high
Malacafnan official from the
bribery atiempt

The education department
needs more than P7 billion
to procure the 100 million
texthooks the
1999 general appropriations

But since

NO TO GRAFT?: President Estrada gives the thumbs-down sign to symbolize his abhorrence of the drug menace — and fo
corruption? — which he described as the country’s Public Enemy No. 1. The President, accompanied by Rep. Emesto
Herrera (extreme left), Senate President Protempore Blas Ople (third from left) and Bulacan Gov. Josie dela Cruz (extreme
right), led the groundbreaking ceremonies of the Hagonoy Drug Rehabilitation Center in Bulacan recently. (Malacafiang

Phota)

act has set aside only P504.5
million to buy books, only
7 4 million textbooks will be
available this véar

['strada
zamora support the move ol
Deputy Sec, de la Serna to

President and

file counter charges agamst
NBI Director Toledo saying
it was [ortunute Budget See
Diokno exposed the bribe
attempt, Zamora smd he did
not think de la Serna’s case
would prosper but sympa-
thized with his desire to clear
his name

De la Serna said over the
weekend in Cebu City he
would file charges of falsi-
fication of public documents,
incriminatory machinations,
libel and damages against
Toledo.

Sen, Francisco Tatad sus-
pected the bribery attempt
was planned by groups to
embarrass the Estrada admin-
Whatever Tatad’s
reasons for

Islration
his comment,
Zamora said he wanted to
know
TARGET: FALL GUY
President Joseph Estrada
reduced Execulive
Ronaldo Zaumoru's work load

Sec

and transferred part of his
duties to the Presidential
Maunagement Stalf

A more signilicant devel-
opment is that those who
were earlier suspected as
beneficiaries of the P3 mil-

lion bribe were Vicente de
la Serna and Ricardo
Fulgencio who were impli-
cated by the couner of the
moneybag have not only
I}L' i::
Serna 1s readying a com-

denied mvolvement

plaint of his own againsi
DBM people who exposed
the attempted bribe

De la Serna claimed brib-
ery 15 now part of the offi-
cial culture of the budget de-

partment before it releases

funds. Was he speaking of

the present administralion o1
the past?

Because of Diokno’s dis-

covery of massive looting of

the public treasury in the
administration of Fidel V
Ramos, there are insinuations
that Diokno is being framed

Diokno exposed the loss ol

P7.5 billion Armed Forces
modernization Tund which
former President Ramos said
must have been mixed up
with the general fund but
was still there

This was another charge
against the Ramos govern-
ment; the juggling of funds
Estrada’s economic manag-
ers cannot locate the P7.5
billion which Ramos smd
was somewhere in the gov-
ernment freasury

So it 15 presumed that
Diokno 1s now bemng taken
as a fall guy to do the ex-
plaining of where the spir-

ited P7.5 billion went
President Estrada must
keep his equanimity and not
be ruzzled-dazzled by those
sowing contusion purport-
edly 1o cover up therr dirty
tracks. Without the govemn-
ment will to put the crooks
i their places, this govern-
ment will continue bleeding

in the wrong places
] L] L]

GOVERNMENT RUNS
ON FOREIGN DEBT
The Philippines’ future is

im hock as 1t sinks lurther

into more than $3 billion

foreign debt
While the

economy showed resilience

Philippine

in the lace of the Asian fi-
naneial turmoil last year, the
World Bank cited constraints
that may derail growth pros-
peets this year such as in-
signilicant investment flows
and tight credit due to con-
tinued banking and corpo-
rate siress

The Philippines® fourth
quurter economie figures last
yeur were disappointing with
the gross domestic product
contracting by 0.5 percent
und the gross national prod-
uct registening o mere 0.1 ex-
pansion which wus lower
thun the 1 percent target

I'he Asw Development
Bank made an optimistic
projection ol one 1o lwo

percent year-end gross do-

mestic product. The World
Bank split hairs by stating
in s report
“without an early resump-
tion of positive growth it will

assessment

be diffcult to record even a
modest recovery of two
percent 1 19997

The negative growth in
GDP was traced to external
demand contraction In cri-
sis-hit Southeast Asia. Still,
ADB president Tadao Chino
noted the strong Philippine
resistance can stage solid
economic recovery at one to
two percent in 1999 and
perhaps increase to five
percent in the year 2000.

Both the ADB and the
WB project a significant
Philippine economic recov-
ery between 2000 and 2003
of 4.5
growth

percenl  average

The Estrada economic
managers are prospecting on
a 6.5 percenl gross national
product growth by the end
of this administration. They
cite International Monetary
Fund managing director
William Camdessus’ predic-
rion that the worst 1s over.

When Joseph Estrada as-
sumed the presidency n June
1998 he nherited o P24
billion yawning budget defi-
cit from the Ramos admin-
istrution. The original esti-
mate of P40 billion budge!

(Next page, please)
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deficit for 1998 was in-
creased to a projected P49
billion. The year ended with
an actual P50 billion defi-
cil.

And now the Estrada gov-
ernment expects to end 1999
with P68.4 billion deficit.
Teh government has no re-
course but to borrow 1n order
to operate. The finance de-
partment has listed more than
$3 billion foreign loans.

These include $1 billion
from global bond issue in
early January, $275 million
from the World Bank and
ADB, $200 million program
loans and $546 million
project loans from multilat-
eral and bilateral sources,
$500 million from Japan’s
Miyazawa initiative for cri-
sis-hit countries. and $500
million euro-denominated
bond issue with roadshow
slated the third week of
March.

Warning against foreign
debts which could expose the
government to foreign ex-
change risks was served by
Salvador Enriquez Jr., the
budget and finance secretary
in the past administration.

Budget Sec. Benjamin

I

Diokno seeks to boost eco-
nomic recovery by provid-
ing fiscal stimulus to af-
fected sectors, new revenue
measures and budgetary re-
forms. These include a. tax
amnesty program, a large
taxpayers™ unit, cleanup of
revenue collection agencies,
rationalized fiscal incentives
and improvement of tax
administration,

Diokno bared the national
budget gives P579.5 billion
to social and economic ser-
vices. The defense budget is
reduced from 8.4 percent in
1998 to 8.1 percent this year
-- a total of P29.9 billion.
The finance department pre-
sented to Congress measures
aimed at increasing revenue
by P15.7 billion in 1999,

. L ] L]
CLINTON'S STIGMA

United States President
Bill Clinton may have es-
caped congressional 1m-
peachment after his inqui-
sition but he has been stig-
matized for the rest of his
life as a sex philandering
head of state and no amount
of mea culpas from him can
ever wash off the stain from
his personal record

The Senate decision split-
ting the votes ol the Repub-
licans who instigated the
charges of perjury and ob-
struction of justice against
Clinton stemming from his
affair with former White
llouse intern Monica
Lewinsky demolished politi-
cal partisanship.

The 156-day Capitol saga
on the 445-page report de-
tailing the salacious Clinton-
Lewinsky relationship in-
cluding sexual acts in the
White House, lewd late-night
telephone calls and a dress
with a telling stain fizzled
out in a few minutes of
acquittal of Clinton on the
two articles of impeachment.

Maryland Rep. Constance
Morella (Republican) called
it “‘absolutely shocking.''
But Illinois Rep. Henry Hyde
who was Clinton's chief ac-
cuser said the Starr report
had more explicitly sexual
material edited from the
public version by the house.

[t was a hollow victory
for Clinton with an even 50-
50 vote on the obstruction
of justice charge and 55-45
in his favor on the perjury

" charge.

ALVAREZ PARAZ

should not be granted.

SO ORDERED.

WE FORUM
Feb.

and annexes upon the Office of

Mandaluyong City, January 13,

16, 22 & March 1,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 213, MANDALUYONG CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF
THE MINOR CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW

SP. PROC. NO. MC-98-500
JUAN CARLOS PANARES ALVAREZ,
Petitioner.

A verified petition was filed with this Court by Juan Carlos Pafares Alvarez,
praying that after due notice, hearing and publication, minor CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW
ALVAREZ PARAZ be declared his child by adoption.

Notice Is hereby given that this petition will be heard by this Court sitting
at the Ground Floor of the New Hall of Justice on March
o'clock in tha morning, at which place, date and time aforesaid, all interested
persons are hereby cited to appear and show cause, if any, why this petition

Let a copy of this Order be published at the expense of the petitioner, once
a week tor three (3) consecutive weeks in the '"WE FORUM,'" a newspaper of
general circulation in a raffle conducted by the Executive Judge of this Court.

Petitioner is directed to serve copies of this Order, together with the petition
the Solicitor General and the Department of
Social Welfare and Development. The latter is hereby directed to conduct a social
case study on the petitioner, the minor sought to be adopted and the latter's
natural parents, and submit its report before the hearing stated above. Further,
their representative is directed to be present on the date and time of hearing.

1999.

1999

11, 1999 at 8:30

(Sgd.) AMALIA F. DY
Judge

The aftermath of voting
showed the legislators were
not satisfied with Clinton
getting away scot-free.
Democrat Sen. Dianne
Feinstein of Virginia fought
for a resolution condemning
Clinton’s relationship with
Lewinsky as ‘‘shameful,
reckless and indefensible.”’

Although the senators
were straining to leave on a
week-long President’s Day
recess, Senator Feinstein
brought up the resolution
which Republican Texas
Sen. Phil Gramm objected
to. A two-thirds Senate vote
to override him could not be
mustered.

When Feinstein submit-
ted the censure statement
signed by 38 Democratic and
Republican senators for the
record, 4 bomb threat forced
the evacuation of the cham-
ber. But Feinstein would not
be denied. She managed to
get on the congressional
record the castigation of
Clinton’s conduct as “*de-
meaning the presidency and
creating disrespect for US
laws, ™

**The United States Sen-
ate recognizes the historic
gravity of this bipartisan
resolution, and trusts and
urges that future congresses
will recognize the impor-
tance ol ullowing this bipar-
tisan statement of censure
und condemnation to remain
intact for all ume.”” The
statement of censure will
remain on record

No bitlerness was ex-
pressed by Rep. Hyde and
his 12 Republican managers
over the trial outcome which
had been forecast from the
moment independent coun-
sel Kenneth Starr presented
his first evidence to Con-
gress last September

Hyde pointed out the Re-
publications “‘could have
studied the polls and listened
to the pundits and decided
thut following the Constitu-
tion was not in our political
best interests. But we didn’'t
do that.”” His parting word
to the public was [ trusi
you will judge us tairly.”™

EVIDENCE LACKING

The report was followed

by the Sept. 21 release of

the President’s videographed
testimony to Starr’s grand
jury played four hours on na-
tional and other countries
television. Clinton began his

testimony by pulling out a
single paper from his pocket
containing a statement which
he read admitting *‘inappro-
priate intimate contact™ with
Miss Lewinsky.
Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen
Specter agreed the evidence
Irom witnesses did not mea-
sure up for the Senate to
remove an American Presi-
dent. Maine Republicans
Olympia Stowe and Susan
Collins both said Clinton’s
behavior -- his one-time af-
fair with Monica Lewinsky
and attempt to hide it -- did
not meet their threshold for
ousting him.
Vermont Sen.
Jeddords said he was gravely
concerned that a vote to con-
viet the President on these
articles *‘may establish a low
threshold that would make
cvery President subject to
removal for the slightest in-
discretion or imperil every

James

President who faces a Con-
gress controlled by the op-
posing party.”” His remarks
into the

went Congress

Record
e o o
PRIVILEGED
JAILBIRD
I a jailbird hike Romeo
Jalosjos can put up his own
water lank. bathtub and ham-
burger stand inside the New
Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa,
then the pnson oflicials have
Nagrantly violuted the order
given them lust year not o
tolerate Julosjos™ excesses
Juslosjos should be re-
moved Irom the dormitory
normally vceupied by 60 10

JALOSJOS: Special treatment.

70 prisoners who are
cramped in their quarters.
Bureau of Corrections Di-
rector Pedro Sistoza and
Superintendent Gregorio
Agolo-os should not only be
suspended as recommended
by Justice Sec. Serafin
Cuevas but ought to be fired
for coddling an inmate sim-
ply because he was a former
Zamboanga de] Norte rep-
resentative.

Imagine them allowing a
nipa hut furnished with ap-
pliances and a tennis court
to be built within the prison
compound financed by
Jalosjos. The tennis court 15
exclusive for the P100-a-
month tennis club sponsored
by Jalosjos,

These structures are esti-
mated at P2.5 million. It'1s
only now after Juslice
Undersecretary Ramon
Liwag exposed the prefer-
ential treatment given
Jalosjos in being allowed to
have @ bathtub and ham-
burger stand and a separate
stairway being built from his
cell to the burger stand that
Justice Sec. Serafin Cucvas
asked President Estrada to
suspend the officials. They
investigated on
Jalosjos” shenanigans.

The prison officials say
the hamburger stand has
been closed and Prison Di-
rector Julio Arciaga denied
that Jalosjos has a bathtub.
But Irom looks of
lulosjos™ cell featured on

will be

the

television, it looks more like
a home or a vacation lodg-
ing than a prison
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Partnership in research

LANTAPAN EXPERIENCE

.

ANTAPAN is located about 29 kilometers
west of the City of Malaybalay and

approximately 124

kilometers southeast of

Cagayan de Oro City. It is bordered in the north
by the municipalities of Sumilao and Impasug-ong,
south of Valencia, east by Malaybalay, and west
by the Municipality of Talakag. It was reclassified
as a municipality in 1968 by virtue of Republic

Act No. 4787 with 14
jurisdiction.

The municipality has a total
land area of 32,835 hectares
based on the latest approved
cadastral survey from the
Burcau of Land Management
of the DENR. It has a diverse
landscape climbing from about .
320 to over 1200 meters above
sea level. Approximately 40%
of Lantapan’s land area are
forestal. Six barangays con-
tain forest arcas. A large
portion or ubout 61% of
Lantapan’s landscape has
slopes greater than 40%.

Lantapan displays a rapid
population growth rate. In
1960, when Lantapan was then
a barangay of Malaybalay it
registered a population of only
1,667. In 1970 its population
rose to 15,044, This signifi-
cant increase in Lantapan’s
population was due to expan-
sion of territorial boundaries
with declaration of Lantapan
as a municipality of Bukidnon
Province. In 1980, Lantapan’s
population rose to 22,678 and
33,581 in 1990 (Bukidnon
1990 Census of Population
and Housing, also cited by
Paunlagui 1996). Based on the
1998 census, Lantapan regis-
tered a population of 46,608,
Between 1970 and 1980,
Lantapan experienced a popu-
lation growth rate of 4%,
Between 1980 and 1990,
Lantapan experienced a popu-
lation growth rate of 4%
Between 1980 and 1990,
Lantapan’s growth rate in-
creased to 4.18% which is well
above the national population
growth rate of 2.3%.
Lantapan’s increasing growth
rate can be attributed to in-
flux of migrants, especially the
agricultural labor force, and
rise in natural births. As we
all know, rapid population
growth rate can place undue
pressure on a community’s
finite natural resource base.

Lantapan is the home of
the Talaandig ethnic group.

barangays under its

Over the years, the Talaandig
have coexisted with migrants
such as the Dumagats, who
come from the neighboring
provinces and islands in the
Visayas region, and the
Igorots and Ilocanos from the
northern part ol the country.

The municipality’s
cconomy is predominantly
agri-based. In 1980,
Lantapan’s agricultural land
area totaled to 14,400 hect-
ares, more than half of which
was classified as being under
temporary crops. Corn s
grown throughout the land-
scape. Rice production can be
found in the irrigated lowland
arcas while sugarcane culti-
vation can be found in the
rolling lowlands. At middle
altitudes farmers grow coflece,
At higher clevations corn is
planted alongside coffee and
high value temperate-climate
crops such as beans, lomatoes,
cabbages and potatoes.
ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STRESS

As | speak to you today,
Bukidnon, in particular
Lantapan, is rapidly being
integrated into the national
agricultural mainstream. Infra-
structure developments are
taking place at a fast pace
ensuring that commercial
agriculture reaches areas that
were once considered unreach-

able. In the mid-1990s, _we’

improved our bridges and
recently concreted our roads
Road improvements now link
our farthermost barangay of
Basak to Mirayon-Talakag
enhancing future access lo
Cagayan de Oro City. This
road will also provide direct
access from Lantapan to Iligan
City. Presently, improvements
in communication have made
it possible to contact almost
any major town in the coun-
try. Indeed investments in
infrastruciure have signili-

By NARCISO M. RUBIO
Mayor, Municipality of Lantapan
(Welcome address to the PCAKRD Technical Advisory Committee during its meeting at Pine Hills Hotel, City of Malaybalay, Bukidnin, 4 February 1999)

& development

AGROFORESTRY: New directions.

cantly enhanced our agricul-
tural products’ access to re-
gional and national markets.
Lantapan now prides itself” as
the “‘vegetable basket of
Mindanao’’ or the “‘sccond
Benguet.”" The lavorable cli-
malic condition of Lantapan
makes the vegetable produc-
tion a lucrative business ven-
ture.

But rapid economic devel-
opment has its costs. Expan-
sion of land area under cul-
tivation and intensification of
agricultural land use has cre-
ated environmental stress in
Lantapan. Agricultural expan-
sion has led to the destruc-
tion of our forests. This is
documented in a satellite
imagery produced by the
SANREM program. Over a
twenty-year period to 1994,
arcas under permanent forests
have been reduced from one
hall to a little over one fourth
of the total area. Portions of
these lands were converted to
shrubs or secondary forest, but
a larger part was converied
to annual agricultural crops
such as com and vegetables.
Farming on steep slopes with-
out proper soil conservation
measures can be aftributed to
the burgeoning problem of soil
erosion.

As we know it from the
El Nifio and La Nifia phenom-
ena, global environmental
conditions affect even the
most remote barangay. Envi-

ronmental stress in Lantapan
15 not just a local experience
LLoss ol biodiversity aflects the
ccological stability of the
entire Mount Kitanglad and
its surrounding areas. Siltation
of our four rivers. Tugasan,
Maagnao.  Alanib.  and
Kulasihan affects the water
quality and quantity of the
Manupali River which con-
nects to the Rio Grande of
Mindanao. the Pulangu River.
Stress on our natural resource
base will allect the quality of
life of a population whose
sources ol income, diverse

they maybe. depend on these
finite natural resources.
OUR ACTION PLAN
Contrary to conventional
thinking which depicts rural
people as helpless vietims of
change rather than as agents
ol change. we in Lantapan
make sure that we shape our
own destiny. We do this
through partnership with our
people and between our people
and the vanous rescarch and
development projects that are
being implemented in the
municipality by external agen-
cies and organizations. One

.

partnership that | would like
to highlight at this point is
the partnership between our
people and the SANREM
CRSP.

The SANREM CRSP
stands for Sustainable Agn-
culture and Natural Resource
Munagement Collaborative
Research Support Program
SANREM is u consortium of
nongovernmental, governmen-
tal. academic and research
institutions working together
to promote sustainability in
the management ol our natu-

(Next page, please)

DENUDED FOREST: Common sight.
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testing of alternative agricul-
tural technologies and com-
prehensive understanding of
the interactions of the social,
economic, cultural, and bio-
physicul factors within a given
location -- in our casc this is
the Manupall., Wﬂershc(L :

The LGU’s partnership
with SANREM g‘ as cnnhrcd'
us to come up with our own
Natural Resource Management
and Development Plan, using

the information gajhcr;d from,

SANREM’s research activi-

ties: - The- main ~vision of the

NRMDP is *'A stronger com-
munity parinership towards a
well-managed natural re-
sources and ecologically-bal-
anced environmeni for a sus-
tained development in
Lantapan by the year 2002.

This five-year plan em-
btaces three areas of concern.
First, is conservation of pro-
tection of the natural resource
base. Second, is sustained
utilization of land and water
resources. Third, is restora-
tion of denuded areas.

We take a simple yet chal-

includes the ftollowing:

1. Encouraging goniunyy

participation by :,[n.hglhcnm‘{a
the Barangay Dnm.lupmcm
Councils.

2. Promoting sustainable
agru,ullurt technologie§,
4 02 rlmqﬂmmg Broadsb: \ed

%pliﬂlt‘lpdm’n \ll’atcg)!‘ln Yafor-

mation L..n!ht.rlng planning.
decision-making to ensure that
divergent voices within the
community are heard.
by Farging pertnerships
with Viarious
agencies, and projects that
share our vision.

5. Developing capacity not
Just among our citizenry but
also within the local govern-
ment for participatory plan-
ning and management of our
natural resource base,

This year the LGU has
appropriated the amount of
two hundred thousand pesos
to support the implementation
of the NRMDP. | project to
increase this budget in the
coming vears,

Our current set of activi-
ties involves networking with

organization._

\ sedioral

7, 3T i SR i =
members and loeal govern-

ment stafl through training. .
and strefigthenitie our
Nutural Resouree
Management Courcil =7

Through SANREM and the
NRMDP. we haye opened up
partperships with! our commu-

Mity=based nongbverimentalt _moritarsand

arganization,
Wahig. which conducts regu-
lar water qudhl\ manitomng
ol our major river systems.
The LGU intends to link the
Tigbantay \Wahig monitoring®
__activities with the waterworks
project of the municipality to
ensure that the quality and
quantity of the waler sources
identified in this project are
maintained.

We are, developing a part-
nership, .~ with ICRAF-
SANREM and the Municipal
Agriculture’s Office to ac-
tively pursue the establishment
of Farmers® Conservation
Teams within ‘cach barangay
and tfee nurseries in all
bardngays.

With the Provincial Plan-
ning and Development Office,

ulu— §

“~ouf Sold Wasfe

A T TS
pi.m includes the establish-
ment of u 1
wasted manggement
‘We have fBlreads

anagement
lasktorce which we hope will

pave the way in enabling us @
Tvisiofts $ustdingble aprie ultgre

:develop eopcutt Bfrategies o
1 an .1!)[1:‘0

the Iif_lnnlu\" priafe solid \hl\[l.[] manage-

ment program

The NRMDP also includes
pnhu-qnullltq activities. We
arc responding to these netivi-
ties" through' bur partnership
with SANREM s-environmen:
tal policy analysis work plan
represented by myself and Drs|
Antonio’ Sumbalan 8f the
Provincial Planfiing und De-
velopment Office and ldn
Coxhead of'the University uf
Wisconsin.
THE RELEVANCE
THE NRMDP VIS A VIS
THE NATIONAL GO-
VERNMENT'S PRO—'
GRAMS ~

Lantapan’s NRMDP. sup
ports and promotes vun‘u\-
programs of the national
government:

First,

upicipal-golid ¢
rpmgrum,.l‘-

organized _a Pood
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experiences in developing the

‘NRMDPund in putting it into

nction wcu.lld probably make
case study for the
Philippine Council for Sus-
tainable Development
Second, the IﬂlMI)l‘ ¢n-

not 0]1[{ in; lhfé‘ lowhnds but
also in ,‘f]n marginal uplund
arcas. By promoting a sustam-
able agricultural sector in our
community while acting as

,stewards ol the Jund: we not, !

only ensure that we contrib-
ule. 1o poyeny eradication
foday bu] also tamorrow.
Poverty’ eraflication ‘s not just

'|1rm:dmg three square meats

(day but also proyiding the
u..npuul\ for ous community
membery 16 HEdome conscious
gleyards ol the tand, |

Third. the very essence of |

the'local goVernment ‘in-part-
nership;withivarions comimu-
nity and gxternal erganizations

leading the implementation of

the NRMDP concretizes: our
conviction td 'fully implement
the Local Govermment Code
ol 1991 The implementation
af; the NRMDP envisions a

L5 wide and, deep,,

of its human and natural re-
sources
OUR CHALLENGE TO
THE RESEARCH COM-
MUNITY

The scope of our challeng
Pea.k :
1o You'now gsya civil serv
1 sincerely invite Yow'to bé o
partner to help us to meet this
challenge. Invest on this plan.
Let us work with you in
bringing science accessible tot
he, comman people. Let us
work with you in making sure
thit resedreh information &t
be used .at the ]qupl levelito
‘make informed decisions. Let

"us workitogéther ifi imple-

meqting a participatory: and
democratic approach to, re-
scarch ‘and fovernance: that
we ‘are all tedcliers and lenr-
ers in this course om sustains
able development. Let us.
dovelop a partnership'in help-
mg vau atlain youronational
mandate : 5Tl

Before 1 close, let me
paraphrase Presidént Joseph
Ejercito Estrada who 'in es-
sence said that we'milst pro-
tect our environmental re-

lenging approach to put the
Lantapan’s Natural Resource

Management and Develop- - ity

our Barangay Development
Councils, developing capac-
Aamong our community

we are in the processing to
developing our Municipal
Land Use Plan:

“Part of our NRMDP action

we  perceive  the)
NRMDP as our own concrete
response lo the localization of
the Philippine Agenda 21, Qur

local

goyernment
proactive, thal takes respon-
sibility, for, the development

sources of there will be noth:
ing left for s and our chil-
dren in the years to come:

that s

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURY
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

| BRANCH 106. QUEZON CITY

RONALD D. FAME, CIVIL CASE NO. 0-88.35021
Plaintif1,
- WU -
ELEANOR A. MOJICA, '

Dafendant

SUMM 0 8 §

WHEREAS, on December 1, 1808, ‘phaintifl. through ceunstl
liled'n "Métion hr Lrave to Serve Summons By Publication against
Eleanar A Msjica: whose et kmowa addiess is ot No 2732 P
Vilapweva: St Pasay City and that the Wheresbouls af (Ne/ defen.
duat mpw fs waknown and capnot ba vervad with summons under
Sec, B Rule 14 of the 1887 Rulex of Civil Procedury

AND WHEREAS, on Decembar 4, 1988, the Hon. Natividad G.
Dizen, Pmﬂll Judge of this [:aun iszued wn Order pranting the
soid ' motion,

NOW: THEREFORE, delendsnl Elesnor A. Mojice s hereby
sommened and required to Hle with the Rigional Trial Cour;, Branth
108, Nutioapl Copital Judicisl Regien, Ouezan Cily, her wnsweq to
the n”.hinl herswith of the plamiifl, within sixty (B0) days afley
the last p of this m terving o copy thereol upon
the 'llﬂllﬂ whove addrets it st MMTC Temminal, htullidn ave,

1o do so ax aforssnid, plointif! will toke mdgement sgainst her snd
muy demand from the said Court refliel prayed m in the compluint,
Lot this tegethar with the 1 be publimhed
onde & week, lor Ilun {3) congeculive weeks by the p!mlnll sl
his expense in “WE FORUM" & newspaper of genoral circulation
In the Philippines, selected by mifle in accordance with P.D. 1078
Likewise, plrintilf shall at his exponse, deposit copy of thiz sum
mobs ax well ax the complaint at the Quezon City Post Oifice.
poxiage pro-paid and by registered moil wddross to delondani st No
2732 P. Vusuown St., Pasny City
Oueton City, 15 Decamboi 1008,
NORMA M. RAMOS
Otficer-im-Chamn

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURY
BRANCH 106, QUEZON CiTY

CIVIL CASE NO, O-98-35821
For: Mullty of Marringe

RONALDD D, FAME,
Plaintift,
Varsus -
ELEANOR A, MDJICA,
] Datendant.

COMPLAINT

comnar Bulakakaw St Faiviaw, Oueion City end-feilvre on-her part-

PLAINTIFF, by counsel ‘te this Henorshle Court, mos! respect.
Tully stlate that:
THE PARTIES

Plaintifl is of legal age, marmed, Filipino and a resident of MMTC

-~ Terminal, Regalado -Avenve; corner Bulatakyw Street, FAINiEW, Oieian

City where he may served with nolices, orders and other wits as
processes of this Honorable Court;

Defendent is of legal age. marned, Filpine and her last known
‘fésidence it ol 2732 P. Villanueva Street, Pasay City where she may
be served ‘with summons, notices, orders wils er processes of this
Hano fable Court.

ALLEGATIONS: IN SUPPORT OF THE CAUSE OF ACTION

To, begin with, the patties hirein got married in hatte o whid!
(wind romance and courtship as stated hereunder;

When plaintiff arnved in the Philippines he was introduced 1o
defendant. This ‘'was during Chrstmas Season ol 1064

Delendant was very outgoing and séciable so much so that he
waa likened immediately by herem plamiitf, Aber several dayt of
untedenting and bot pursuit defeddant's hean was comered 'and a
marpiage was propesed by plamtill 1o delendani siter the New Year
of 1065. As both were on lire with lave vath gach other and il sepms
thet {he love betyseen them can no longer wail, their mamiage was
eolebrated on January 17, 1965 st Saimt Viacen) the Poul Parish in
Eemits, Mands. This was solemnized by Hev. Father Victor Elia, CM
Capy ol their canonical marmge W hergto atfached as “ANNEX A"
forming an jntegaal part herto, 1

Before the celebration of their mnmu a5 wel ns aller the
marfage, plaintilf has noticed hat the defendant has wn excessive
~and-promiscovuy hunger for sex. Thire Werd sven limes when plaintil {
can no longer respond o the desires of the defendant and the lattes
will snrcastically challenge the former for his mobility te satisly her.
Always, snd in almoxt all occasion when such situslion anses, de-
fendant can easdly cloim that the others can do it, why can't he,

Az their lite poes through the days, weeks and months alter their
marnage, plamtit! noticed immensely thet defendant does nal stay
home whenuver the former was sut lar wark, There were times plaintill
comes home without the delendsnt thereby neglecting habitually hes
wtsential marilal sbligution 18 Wheir home snd 1o other naeds af the
husband. The hobre wes consistently in disorder and the porsans!

bolongings in xhamble, Dn top of Ihat, the plaintit has to cook stil :

for their meaks, v

Such behuviors unbecoming of & wifa wav (he frequent causes
ol maritsl quarrels botwesn tham. in every simifar situntion, defen-
deni crache up wnder such marial pressyrg by throwing sway thinge
she grabbed. Do fop of that, deleadent exhibited hehuvior of escup:
ism by running awey from plaintill without suf[iciant couses st sl
avary tima sho will bo confronfed with such o siuatiep, Her lame
excase was that the weni. 1o hat utn_ut:’ houxs,

Plaintiff.con a1l bosr vach s sitwation snd such » hehovior of

Ihe dofandsnt. This ix portly din 1o the tuct
much herein delondant, \be I3 {ler being o gedd n ulht hll mnl
know jwsi g ntdr and satiety ihe lomar.

This eyele of agonizing lils af the plaintiff, goes on tu:nm aller
threa menfhe, defendont was disganzed av pragnant. Joy struck the
heart of ihe plnhuli because be will soon Bicome  father. Dus 1o
this resyan, plchlllr patigndly secriliced the rale o & breadwinnar,

father, hushand, cook, gardener nnd a helper l1 the saime time in their
house,

The world crumbled upon the plamtiff when on August 11, 1865
herein defendsnt suddenly gave birth to the hewlﬁ:rmml of the foymar
Plaintifl reckoned the first time both madu love and much to the
plaintitts surprise, the biiby! wh ! fofs than the promitare period 6l
seven months to give birth. Not contented, while in thi haspital after
the: delivery of the baby; plaintift nquifed'fo the attending physician
whether the dalivery was prematom onnoll The answer by the phw«:un -
was crep: the pregopncy. was well within the regular pwud of nine
months. This information shocked herein plaintif{ because it confirmed’
his ‘susgicion: fhat Whe newly borm child of the defeddant wat not
his. In short, plaintilf is not the lather of the child

(Such revelation: did not make him angry and depressed nar was .
there any signs of rancor towards' the defendant. This can be ex
plained that thinps can be brcepted by heegin plaintiff due to his
maturify, He never revealed his discovery but instead gave his wifec
tisn 4nd love o herein dnlendml The child was glun the name of
Ronmel M. Fame.

On August 12, 1866, these sacnfices and mmﬂdnm ol heren

plain tif) wes rewnrded by having theif ehuld being borm. The child was

nemed Daleyin M. Fame

After thy birth of heir secand chid. delendant went 1o her old
sell and despicable behaviors Iw'uhihllmq.har imma turity’s ke laving
the' care' and rearing ‘of the child to herein plaintiff. She agmn-goes
out svery tine the husband ks out Tor work' The children's care were
left to neighbors or 1o the: relativesiel the plaintiff aa the gitustion
arises,

Such, wag 1h. Flark pealitins ha!plnn haroin plaintift \mlh hat

immaturity and uncontroligble promizcuous hunger for ‘sex and 'the W

unbecoming attitudd of hlm{n her mantal n'lﬂmumn and’ buideny
passed upenite the plainfifl 1o bear This consivtent-ladure lof herein
delendant to comply wdth<heil essential marital obligation, apd. hat
Tailure 16 behave py o, woman anfl 83 ‘o Warfe braught 5o much shame,
dwhoner wod unhappy, masried hle to hemin plaintilf

On Octaber 1073, plaintilt can ng lnger tolerste this misbehay
tors, immutunty's and Tailures on the part of the defentant, the fofmer
decided to 'enll their marnage by confronting and discybsing same 1o
delendunt, To Al surprive of herein pluintli, the defaadant hay the
tematity and gall 1o ahendon tha plaintidt

From thet tima up 1o, this day, datengant has totally abandaned

harein pluintitl and Ihm childrgn. No conjugal properly whatsosver ~

was eamed
CAUSE OF ACYION &

The toregbing sverments hre replended herein be, e lerenge and
are made integral part heraat #

At tba timio of,the calebration,el tha marmiage belwean the plaimtifl
and the d|1'|nd||"|_t_ the latter was pi_\'chnlulcgl-p meapatitated to
‘comply wilh the essential mnlll obligations of marrmge.

Thie whbve sctustion’s af 'the datehddnt wrrs identilled by @lini:
cal pryehologist 'Wu piythologloal iness’ Which iheapacitates the de
Teadant from cemplying with the esentidl mantal sblgatiops nlmrrqnv

he samq see parmengnt pad incdrable, This shall be |hn|oug||h- proyen
~ by the_plaintitl during the heaning of this cose;

l}f resson therood, the marnage contracted betweeh the plaintifi
und the duferidant vhodld be doclired null and void /b sethidance! i

Ior Gpeacy, end (hat 11 | whould learn ‘thel o wimilar sction ar pro’

with Article 36" of ‘the Family Cods i! the ' P'lhip-pmn .0, 200,
as amended.
PRAYER
WHEREFORE. premises considared, il is most respectiully prayed
to fhis Hanorable Courl that after hearing, judgment be rendared
declsnmy the naflity of the marrisge contracied between the plam:
tift and the defendant.
Other rebiat's; ot and equitable under thie premizes are Iiu
wise prayed lor,
Quezon City, 21 Dcteber 1808,
SAGAYD, YULD LAW OFFICES.
Countel for the Plaintit!
4F Rm, 413 Puzon Bhfg
E. Rodriguer Sr. Avenue cor. Gilmore 51.'(.C.
By I
HECTOR A. YULD |
PTR NO. 1247080/1-16 QEHMKHI
IBF 'NO. 447845/12.17-B7IMANILA

REPUBLIC OF.THE PHILIPFINES ‘|
QUEZON CITY MBS,
VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATE
OF. NONFORUM SHOPPING,

1, RONALDO D. FAME, of leqal wgé, mamed, and » resident.
of Mo MMTT Terminal, Regaluda Avenueé, comer Bulalakaw Streel,
Fairview, Owezon City, under duth, de hereby deposs dhd state
that: ' I

1. 1 am the plaintifl in.\he ahu antived cape;

2.' have caused (he prepaation ol the, leregaing Cawlml ]

9. 1 hnva'tesd the contents of the sald Complaint and all the,
sllegstions plended theren an 'Ir\ll uni carrect of my own plmnll
knowiedge; and i

& | eertily that |- have net umuaud sy wiher Bolion pe
procerding invelving the same issup in this court, the Supreme Courl,
the Courl of Appests, ar any ather tribunal ar spency, and that te
the best of-my knawledge, no such action or proceeding is pending
' the Supreme - Colir, the Court'ol Agpeals, or nny ather (ribuns|

geeding Bus been tlidior is pending belom the Supremi Courl, the
Caurt of Appaats ar any tibunal ot ngencs | il gty (his Heporable
fourt wathin fjye (5] days from my having gu-ml knowdedgp theren!,
I WITNESS WHEREOF, | havp bereunta aifixed my signatyre
this ??lh llr nI Ottober, 1600
(Spd.) RONALDO' D. FHM(
Alfiant
SUBSCRIBED, nad, swvom o balare mp) this; 27h day; of Oc
tober, 1008 afllant haring shown te me hig Commuaity Tay Cor
filicata No, 06405650 sued i Ouezen Cify on 15 Feb, IGW
(Sgd.) FRANCISCD P, TAALA
Notary Public
Lt | Detember 31, 1086
FTR Mo, 0107980.Y, 1.2.88, 0.0} ¢/

Dog. No. 473
Page, Bay 90
Book Wo. 120,
Series of TOUH \
gl Lagn : WE FORUM
Feb. Y5/ 22 & Marsh 1, 1988

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




FEBRUARY 22-28,1988 " |

A T

Why warrantless arrests?

cc‘ [E ABOLISHED warfantless: arrests. in 1987 when
we ratified the Constitution because of lts ‘wanton
g.buse by the martial-law regime of, ‘Marcos,”" House Deputy
Speaker Hernandg Perez declared in taKing the side of sena-
tors” who  rejected” a prop‘osal to relax rules on arrests at a
Senate hearmg -

o Whyis there a recurrent tendenc_v to' reSort, to warrantless
arrests since 1995 which could be a prelude to martial law or
a poilce state? Activist groups demonstrated against the “treepmg
fﬂsast dlctatorshlp” with the mtroductlon of the anti-terror-
ism-bill /i 199§, 106 i ‘ i el

‘And now. the ofﬁcer who has been. chargcd in connectmns
with 'a ‘massacre is proposing that Congress. relax rules. on
warrantless-arrests and a national identification systemi which
President Joseph Estrada endorsed. Legislators, activists and
the justice secretary assailed. the proposal of Police Director

anfilo Lacson as unconstitutional.

3

Justice Sec. Serafin Cuevas said warrantless arrests and,

al 'national ID system would only lead to police brutality. There
will always be a quarrel between the pollce if they are granted
extra powers and aggrleved persons; Cueyas ‘pointed out.
Senate Majorlty Leader Franklm Drilon said he was dis-
turbed, by the proposal which is “surprnsmgly consistent wnth
the provmons -of the antl-terronsm bill of not too long ago.”
Drilon said he. went against it-when it was first proposed and
will fight any attempt to resurrect it in any form,
‘President Estrada gave his go- “signal to Lacson to.make his
proposal in Congress, saying ‘that when he: chaired the Presi-

dential Anti-Crime Commission as Vice President, e had made |

sihiilar-proposals to revise rules on-arrests ' which 'the House
committee on' public order and ‘safety dismissed as unconsti-
tutional. .. i :

And now Estrada endorses _'Lacs_on‘é pro_posal_ to amend
the law requiring.an officer to “have..personal knowledge of
fact that a crime his been committed” to warrantless arrest
based on “mere reasonahle ground to believe that a crime has
been committed.” " ; ' '

As soofi’as Lacson made his suggesnon at a4 Senate hc.mng
Monday, Sens Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Raul Roco rejected
it | outright. ‘While President Estrada acknowledged the criti-
cisms, he said.-he would leave it to; Cougress to act-on the
matter.

"That would be a more sensuble course to take rather than
give in to Lacson’s proposal which has repeatedly been voted
down by Congress but keeps turning up like 'a bad penny,

The véry suggestion to revise rules on arrests already reflects
the administration’s lack of concern for civil rights, Deputy
Speaker Perez said. Instead of asking more police powers he

‘sald “our police should look at how to improve their methods |
of mvestlgatmg criminals and how weed out the corruptamong’ |

them.’

| YUhywen!
g m-"H |

Heinous crimes

AT the speed Congress is expanding the
defipjtion of " heinous crimes, )’ itawouldn’t
be surprising 1l every lelony under the sun,

including unjust vexation, i clagsifigd [ihei-,

nous’ -- excepl, gralt and. corruption in the
government  and - fornication,

This 15 because our legislators und our
top execulives in the government are the
first,; and worsi, violators of ouranti-grafl
laws; and the [irst, and werst, fornicutors,

| In fact, so.expert are they injlheitsex Bill
Clinton could have been spured all the.em:

barrassment and the agony over Monica had

. he only been prudent;enough to have saught

the .advice of anyope of them; Jncluding
Erap.,Our President is; of jgourse, mad at
rapists but, not al womanizers.. !

Youj know why;, '

L EREAe 1 . Ivd

I’ve. shunned  pelitics, for a Jong fime
now, and if I, evern get back to it; you can
he sure that ], a Bieolanoywon’t.vote! for
this  Bicolano who caused so,much de-
struction, and. so manydeaths during
Cory's time.

Recently, he warned anew aguinst
““threatening’ "his fellow ‘putschists = or
else; A'foraver comiade belied his challenge,
and' iext'thing we heavd is, my fellow oragon
wiis ‘gaying he 'had beeh "“*misquoted.”

Tell 'it to the mfyines, hoy!

You shnuldn t he up there, in tht fArst"
place; had it-nat! heén”fot your'hemﬁcm\
who pretended ito he with: * Demdcricy"”
when, as we luwyerd say,viil thuth! apd! 72
fact, he'was abetting the coups. Fragidally| »
vour benefactor 'whs' i elacted”) Tikte!lyokr-3 501
- an indi¢tmént agnlnst wur: ekttﬂnl'i?‘!-’ ;

tem. . NaD=-gdai 'jf
p Qe :ﬁﬁbﬂ“‘ Eitn 1 1] UGl
Talking of tod‘dv‘ﬁ*stnm{}rs“[?hew ‘faﬂcn‘té"
are redlly pncayuhe’éompamd to lhosc of"
martial law Tegistatss 101 10 _
Whert - ure' thé Redtos) te Lkiu‘rels thc t
Tolentinos, the“l)‘.dk‘:’ms and 'lﬁc Iﬁtl}ﬁ:hos of leq

yesterday's \tn*tk ar

EPITTS T LG ATV

The [ﬂ\f“}l[lt].ﬁl‘ll Wm(i Was mlﬁh’n 'from" ™

my previous cdlumin? ~Ir ther&s*6 e thiffg !
we' practisifif TaW{ers” a\uld i s’ slépping
on the corps of the Judlcul\ 8 pod’els that’
be. They have l6fig mcmﬁrh’{ dpatfi 46 thieir’
critics, ' believe meV“Alfid “hg labf Séritente
should hive beéh N‘codcq h‘( a\ster"lﬁk\ #m} -
not In hold t\pe TR Ll

ioduyad g |' r-th qn
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Bin Laden,
palusot para sa
VEA

Ang nagaganap na pahayag ng pamahalaan
hinggil sa international terrorist at ang
pagsuporta nito sa mga sundalo ng MILF ay
kontra-tiyempo. Ito ang pahayag ni Kongresista
Gerry Salipudin ng Basilan at dating mataas
na pinuno ng MNLF. ‘‘Bakit ngayon lang
ibinulgar ng pamahalaan ang umano’y
pagsuporta ni Bin Laden sa MILF?
Nakapagtataka ito dshil ngayon pa naman ay
aktibo ang kampanya ng Malakanyang para
sa ratipikasyon ng secnado sa Visiting Forces
Agreement o VFA,”" ani Salipudin.

Tama ang pahayag ni Salipudin na walang
mali sa pagtanggap ng isang rebolusyonaryong
kilusan ng tulong salapi mula sa mga kaalyado
nitong bansa, indibidwal, o sa mismong
kaibigang pamahalaan. Kung ang Pilipinas nga
ay hindi na binitiwan ni Uncle Sam sa pundilyo
at ilong, paano pa kaya ang may adhikain ng
pagbabago para sa ating bayan ang isang
rebolusyonaryong kilusan?

Binigyang diin pa ni Salipudin na ang unang
dapat gawin ng isang rebolusyonaryong kilusan
ay magwagi kayat kinakailangan nito ang lahat
ng uri ng tulong. Ibinulgar pa ni Salipudin
na 51 BIN LADEN ay isang CIA. Sinabi niyang
sa digmaan sa Afghan, ginamit si Bin Laden
ng kaibigan nitong U.S. upang kumuha ng
tulong salapi sa maraming bansa laban sa mga
Sobyet. “‘Ngayon ay kalaban na siya ng U.S.7"’
tanong ni Salipudin?

Inayunan ni Ed Kavalu ng MILF Quick
Reaction Team na parang inaamin lang ng
pamahalaan at AFP na mahina sila at *‘takot’™”
sa MILF dahil kailangan pa nilang gumawa
ng palusot para mabanatan lang ng husto ang
kanilang grupo. Simabi niyang 25 batalyon
ng AFP ang naka-deploy sa Maguindanao
ngunit hindi pa nila nadudurog ang Camp
Omar, isang maliit na Kampo na tagpo ng mga
nakarsang sagupaan. Sinabi ni Kavalu na
ginagamit ng pamahalaan ngayon ang isyu ng
Bin Laden dshil wala na silang magamit na
palusot sa pagpapasa sa Senado ng VFA Ibig
sabihin ay hindi kailangan ng mga Pinoy ang
VFA dahil wala namang panganib na banla
sa atin ang sinumang bansa. Limitado lamang
ang pagtulong ni Bin Laden sa kilusan, sa
mga proycktong sosyo-ckonomiko at sa
kanilang simbahan.

Ipinshsyag ni Kavalu na naniniwala silang
may katuwiran silang makipaglaban para su
kalayasn ng Mindanao dahil matagal nang
pinsbaysan ng pamahalaan ang bahaging ito
ng Pilipinas. Nagkagutom ang mga Muslim
at Knistiyano, dinaanan ng matinding delubyo
ngunit walsag nagawa ang pamahalaan. Nabigo
ang awtonomiya na sinubukan noong panahon
ni Marcos, Aquino, at Ramos, kaya Kalayaan
ang gusto namin ngayon, ayon kay Kavalu.

Matatandaang madalas ipahayag, panahon
pa lang ni Fidel Ramos, ang banta ng bansang
Tsina sa Pilipinas dahil sa pag-angkin nito sa
Spratly island. Tumindi ang pagpapalaki ng

Facilitate, don’t regulate

SMUG urbanites who believe it can’t
happen hére are doing a double-take. The
latest appeal from Malacafiung has Presi-
dent Estrada asking the private and public
sectots to bolster national employment by
fielding more workers in the vast agrnicul-
tural sector

LE L L]

Talaga naman!

All along, many have believed that the
provinces are awash with manpower liter-
ally wasting away for lack of job opportu-
nities. The conventional wisdom has pic-
tured the boondocks - or at least that portion
that hasn’t gone job-seeking in the cities
yet -- as a source of never-ending labor
surpluses.

Not any more. It doesn’t take a Presi-
dent to find the shoe is moving to the other
foot. But it is helpful for Mr. Estrada to
take note of this situation. The truth is that
the problem has been building up for many
years now and is getting worse. For all the
transients entering the provincial, the ur-
ban and foreign job markets, new
employables are rising out of the country-
side faster than they can be placed Hence
the President’s appeal for a redirecion makes
sense.

ENSEd

Not so long ago, when populations were
smaller and farms fewer, small food pro-
ducers i many provinces were already under
worker stress, At planting, weeding and cul-
tivation time, they often hud to pay the going
industrial daily rate to entice larm workers
to their spreads. In particularly labor-short
areas, few would come just for the free meals
and stipends prevalent. Things got so sticky
some farmers had to travel to adjoining prov-
inces and barrios for help.

Whenever their quotas failed, they lost
more harvests than the so-called “*post-har-
vest’” losses attributed to pests and other
causes

LLE S 2

In the late eighties, with goggle-cyed tech-
nocrats watching over their shoulders, farmer
leaders from Central Luzon sat down at the
National Food Authority to review their
expenses. The technicians estimated pro-
ducing one hectare of paddy rice should
not cost farmers more than P5,000 gross
The tarmers showed their figures, which
included transport, tood and other extras
not usually factored in. Their totals? Any-
where l‘ror‘rl P12,000 1o 18,000 per hect-

isyu hinggil sa “*pagsalakay’™ umano ng Tsina
sa Pilipinas pagpasok ng pamahalsang Estrada
Ngunit nilusob na ba tayo ng Tsina? May
nilusob na ba ang Tsina na bansa sa buong
mundo? Ngunit ang Amerika, ilang bansa na
ang sinakop, ginyera mula pa noong unang
dekada ng ikasandaang siglo? Kasabihan nga.
hindi na tayo dapat giverahin ng Tsina. Sang-
ikaapat (1/4) sila ng populasyon sa buong
mundo. Daang bilyon ang dami ng mga Tsino
Katiting lang tayo. Umihi lang sila ng sabay-
sabay, lubog na ang Pilipinas! Palusot lang
ang Tsina pars makalusot ang VFA! Puro
palusot, kaya nagkakagusul-gusot ang buhay
natin!

are.

Rice of course isn‘t the only agricultural
commodity farmers need help to produce. Corn,
poultry, animals, fruits and vegetables all
require different levels of workers and skills.
As the magic siren call of external employ-
ment beckons, more and more of the so-called
floating tarm population on which small
producers depend for help are disappearing.
As agricultural hectarages shrink, more and
more producers are saying the effort isn’t worth
the candles being lighted. So when their lands
are preempted, they shrug and say: ‘“Maybe
it's time to retire.”” They sell out and move
to Gagalangin or Estremadura.

(LR L]

Modernizing agriculture by giving it high
tech machinery might help. But some feel it
is only postponing the inevitable. What is
needed right now is an accurate, updated
inventory of farm workers. If big business
employs cost accounting. small farmers nced

EARTHMAN

it even more. But they don’t want the lum-

bering bureaucracies of the government to come

in and lay down rules about labor migration

or movements. If they had easy access to

worker lists, that would do it for them.
LLE R 2]

*‘Our on-farm jobs are simple,’” an old
farmer told me. ““Those who want to help us
must facilitate, not regulate, our passage.’”
Simple enough, it would seem. But what
burcaucrat worth his stripe would stand qui-
etly and agree? It’s casier 1o make the ordi-
nary complicated.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 18
TAGAYTAY CITY

Land Reg. Case TG-B66 LARA Record No. N-70568

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To tha Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila; the Regional
Executive Director, Region IV, DENR, L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila; the
Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area,
the Director, Bureau of Mines, Pedro Gil St., Malate, the Director, Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources, P.O. Box 623, all in Manila; the Hon Secretary, Department of Agrarian
Reform, P.T.A. Bidg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau,
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila;, the Provincial Governor, the
Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer. the Provincial Engineer, the Public
Works and Highways District Engineer; the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector,
Trece Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite; Paulino
Javier, Brgy. Luksuhin, Silang, Cavite; Estrella Tan # 2521 Aurora St., Pasay City; Antonio
Mendoza, Feliza Toledo, both in Brgy. Balubad 2nd, Silang, Cavite AND TO ALL WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by HI-TOP PROPERTIES
CORPORATION, G/F Topaz Bldg., 101Kamias Road, Q.C., represented by Eulogio Topacio,
Ji., #13 Makapagkawanggawa St., Sikatuna Village, Quezon City. Thru Alejandro and
Anarna Law Offices, #11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang 4118, Cavite, by:Atty, lrineo
A. Anarna praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following described
land with improvements thereon.

A parcel of land (Lot No. 1408, Cad-452-D, Module |l, Silan¢ Cadastre, as shown on
plan Ap-04-008103, L.R.C. Record No. |, situated in Barangay Balubad, Mun. of Silang,
Province of Cavite, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the NW,, along line 1-2 by Lot 1401
Cad-452-D; on the NE., along line 2-3 by River; on the SE., along line 3-4 by Lot 1409;
along line 4-5 by Lot 1410; and Lot 13096, and on the SW., along line 5-1 by Lot 1411,
all of Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre, Beginning at a point marked 1" on plan, being S.
26 deg. 10'W., 4,498.38 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre,

thence N. 83 deg. 55'E., 128.38 m. to point 2;

thence S. 26 deg. 62'E., 158.85 m. to point 3;

thence S, 78 deg. O1'W., 93.26 m. to point 4;

thence S, BO deg. 37'W., B6.11 m. to point 5; A

thence N. B8 deg. 12'W., 163.16 m. to the point of beginning,

containing an area of TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE

(24.329) SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked
on the ground by P.S. cyl. conc. mons. 15 x 60 cm; Bearings grid: date of Original Survey,
Sept. 20-June 20, 1981; date prepared May 3, 1995; and was approved on Feb. 16, 1996.

You are hereby served this nolice to appear before this Court at its session to be held
at Branch 18, Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 6th day of May, 1999 at B:30 A.M,, then
and there to present such claim as you may have to sad land or any portion thereof,
and to submit evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear al said Court a
the time and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will
be adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the evidence before the Court
and thereafter you will forever be barred from contesting said application (or petitioh) or
any decree entered thereon

Witness: the HON. ALFONSO S. GARCIA, Judge of said Court, the 4th day of Decembar,
1998.

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 4th day of January,

ATTEST

1998,

ALFREDO R. ENRIQUEZ
Administrator
Land Registration
A True Copy: By;
{Sgd.) ADELAIDA |. CARAIG SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Publication of Neotices Seclion Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM

February 22, 1993

4+




FEBRUARY 22-28, 1999

=a 9

* CONGRESS IGNORES AGRICOM’S PROPOSAL
ON THE IMPOSITION OF LAND CONVERSION ACT

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

THE landlord-dominated
Congress has ignored the
recommendations of the
defunct Joint Congressional
Commission for the Mod-
ernization of Agriculture
(Agricom) that seeks to
modernize Philippine agri-

culture, ensure food secu-
rity, and prepare for the
eventual opening up of the
sector to foreign competi-
tion,

Sources noted that one
of the recommendations -
- (o impose tax on farm-

y 9 "

WEEDS: Scourge of farmers. ]

MIX TECHNIQUES
FOR WEED CONTROL

FARMERS should leamn
to use a mix of different
techniques to control weeds.

One scientist tackling
weed problems in new ways
is Robert A. Masters. He is
a range scientist with the
Wheat, Sorghum, and For-
age Research Unit of the
Agriculture Research Ser-
vice, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Masters has combined
herbicides, controlled bum-
ing, and replanting of native
warm-season grasses -- with-
out tillage -- to supplant
lealty spurge, a noxious weed
that threatens Northern
plains grasslands.

““‘Our goal is to develop
economical, integrated weed
management strategies that
enable land managers to
convert marginal cropland
and degraded grasslands to
high-value grasslands that
are resistant to noxious weed
invasion,”” he says.

Weeds are the bane of

farmers all over the world.
In the United States, weed
control cost American farm-
ers about $15 billion each
year.

There are weeds and there
are weeds. Annual weeds are
plants that reproduce by seed
and generally germinate cach
year lo reproduce.

In the U.S., this type of

weed includes velvetleaf,
cocklebur, and foxtail. The
seeds of annual weeds have
a better opportunity to ger-
minate and grow into ma-
ture plants if they are bur-
ied in the soil. Seeds net
buried tend not to germinate

Then there are perennial
weeds which regrow each
year [rom roots or rhizomes
-- tubal extensions located
below the soil surface, In the
U.S., perennial weeds in-
clude thistle, quackgrass, and
milkweed. These weeds are
usually controlled by tillage
operations such as disking
or cultivating.

lands converted into non-
agricultural uses -- has met
strong opposition among
lawmakers at the House of
Representatives especially
those who own large tracts
of lands.

The Agricom has recom-
mended the land conversion
tax, which aims at discour-
aging wanton land conver-
sion and preserving the
country’s prime agricultural
lands.

Some lawmakers re-
sponded positively by fill-
ing the needed measures
last year to provide the
needed legislative muscle
for Agricom proposals. One
of them, House Bill 601,
secks to impose a 15 per-
cent land conversion tax.

The measure, authored
by Isabela Rep. Heherson
Alvarez, imposes the land
tax based on the markel
value of the land at the time
of its conversion

But the measure has re-
mained at the House com-

mittee on ways and means
headed by Rep. Quczon
Danilo Suarez who himself
is set to be investigated by
the House ethics commit-
tee for alleged irregulari-
ties.

Sources said it would be
almost impossible for the
bill to even pass the com-
mittee level, citing the
members of the committee
who are mostly landlords.

“*Some Pro-landlord
lawmakers) want a watered
down version of the bill by
providing some exemp-
tions,"’ sources added.

Aside from preserving
the fertile farmlands for ag-
riculture, the measure aims
to generate needed revenues
that can be funneled back
to agriculture as invest-
ments.

Sources said a lawmaker
from the south insisted that
agricultural lands that
would be used purportedly
for low-cost housing should
be exempted from the pro-

posed conversion tax,

Another measure that has
met similar opposition is
the proposal to impose tax
on agricultural lands that
remained idle for years.
House Bill 599 imposes a
tax equivalent to 5 percent
per annum based on the as-
sessed value of the land.
The measure aims at dis-
couraging land speculation.

But Leyte Rep. Eduardo
Veloso, a land owner, said
the measure could be imple-
mented in many provinces
in the South where huge
tracts of agricultural lands
remained idle simply be-
cause of low productivity.

At the Senate, similar
bills that seek to implement
the recommendations of
Agricom have already been
filed. But they also suffer
the same fate.

Congress created the
joint body in an apparent
response Lo the acute rice
shortage that hit the coun-
try in second half of 1995.

The body winded its study
only last year after conduct-
ing a thorough study on the
multifaceted problems of
the agricultural sector,
which continued its lack-
luster performance during
the last decade.

The joint body aimed at
coming out with policy rec-
ommendations and specific
proposals to ensure ad-
equate supply of basic
agricultural products. Also,
to make agriculture com-
petitive in preparation for
the eventual opening up of
the sector to foreign com-
petition as required under
the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

The sector was one of
those identified that would
be hardest hit by the im-
pending liberalization of the
economy with the entry of
the Philippines into the
largest organization on in-
ternational trade’ (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)

Part of the problem is that
the long-term use of specific
herbicides has led to devel-
opment of weeds with her-
bicide resistance.

Another problem is thal
shifts in tillage practices
make it easier for ditferent
types of weeds to get estab-
lished. And some cropping
patterns have discouraged
competition among weed
species, causing certain ones
to spread and crowd out
Crops.

According to ARS re-
searchers, farmers and land
managers will have to be-
come proficient at long-
range planning for weed
control.

In the U.S., weeds such
as the hemp dogbane,
waterhemp, leafy spurge,
cocklebur, and thistle are
becoming more difficult to
control with one-step ap-
proaches such as using a
single tillage method, annual
crop rotations, or seasonal
herbicide applications.

ARS scientists advocate

the use of integrated weed
management systems that
increase cost efficiency for
farmers, promote more eco-
logically sustainable produc-
tion, and conserve soil and
water resources.

A shift in tillage tech-
niques is the culprit behind
changes in the behavior of
annual weeds such as
velvetleal, cocklebur, and
foxtail, according to ARS
agronomist Douglas D.
Buhler of Ames, lowa.

He's seeking the right
balance of tillage and crop-
ping practices to knock down
both annual weeds and pe-
rennials like thistle,
quackgrass, and dogbane.
“’Shifts in tillage practices
bring about rapid shifts in
weed populations,’” Buhler
explains

His research shows the
population of hemp dogbane
remained constant over 14
years when land operators
disked or plowed their soil.
Plowing disturbed the dog-
bane root systems and pre-

vented the weed from
spreading. When researchers
switched to no-till farming
systems on adjucent acreage
-- or 1o systems using no
tillage betore planting --
dogbane populations ex-
ploded by 400 percent over
the same 14-year period.
On the other hand, no-

till tends to discourage
growth of annual weeds like
velvetleaf and cocklebur,
Buhler's research showed
velvetleaf and cocklebur:
thrived in cultivated fields
but were reduced by up to
80 percent in fields that were
not tilled. (MNC Agri News
Service)

5. Bautista,

WE FORUM
Feb. 22, March 1 & 8,

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SPOUSES
FERNANDO CLARAVALL and CATALINA' PAREDES, and
MARIO P, CLARAVALL has been extrajudicially settled among
their heirs entered in the notarial registry of Atty. Aurora

1999
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Feb. 22, March 1 & 8,

NOTICE OF SELF ADJUDICATION

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late ALFREDO
Q. BERNARDO who died intestate and without a will on
November 5, 1993 at California U.S.A. had been extrajudicially
self adjudicated by his wife and only heir of the deceased
evidenced by an Affidavit of Self Adjudication bearing Doc.
No. 70; Page No. 15, Book No. 53, Series of 1999 dated
Feb. 16, 1989 executed before Notary Public Paterno C.
Kapunan of Quezon City on February 18, 1988.

1999
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CLIMATE ZONES WILL SHIFT FROM
EQUATOR IN THE NEXT 100 YEARS

THE average global sur-
face lemperatures arc pro-
jected to increase | 1o 3.5
degrees Centigrade over the
next 100 ycars

This will cause the cli-
mate zones to shift away
from the cquator. raising
sea levels at probably less
than | meter by 2100,
according to computer
models of global climate

According 1o an experl
panel of climate change
convened by the United Na-
tions. the shift in climate
zones will increase the like-
lihood of storms, foods and
droughts.

Most cxperts now agree
that man-made emissions of
carbon dioxide (CO2).
methane (NH4). nitrous
oxide (N20), chloroluoro-
carbons and other sub-
stances are warming the

glabe
HEut there is still much
uncertainty about the likel
magnitude or impact of th
global warming on chimate
Average lemperilures
are expecled 1o increase by
a greater amount nearer the
poles than the equator, In
the temperate zones. each
depgree of warming is ex-
pected to shift the climatic
zone by 200 to 300 kilo-
melers
Some
world may

regions ol the
benefit rom a
the
beneficial fertilization ¢l-
fect of higher carbon di-
oxide plant

warmer chimate and

levels on
growth and yields

Other regions may also
suffer damages from mun-
dation as a result of nsing
sea levels: an increased lre-

quency and magnitude ol

B

hazards such as
Hoods

L8 A A

natural
slorms and

dranghits: reasc
himan and animal disenses
as malaria
creases in biodiversity
climatic
that the

production of crops lor

and de-

Repional
changes mply

which temperature 1s a lim-
g lfactor could increase
in the higher latitudes
Wheat production could
therefore possibly extend
imto Canada. Scandinavia
the Russian Federation and
Argentina. reflecting the
longer growing scason
For many crops. parhcu-
larly in tropical agriculture
the limiting factor 15 pre-
cipitation. While the area
alfected by monsoonal rains
15 likely 1o extend. climaltc
nodels are unable to pre-

dict wih any certaimty the

IN RE:

OF HANNAH KAl SANTOS

HERBERT C MARTINEZ,
Petitioner

Herbert C.
Petitionar

Martinez.
alleges that he

that petitioner has a child wit
on Octoboer 19, 1986; that
custody since Novembe)
Ilegitimate child of petitioner
that he
adoption will the best

Finding the petition sufficie
on March 16, 1998 at B:30
of the Municipal Hall Building
causa why the said petition

sarve

rafflead by the Clerk of Court

at least one (1) week before

SO ORDERED.

Parafiaque City, January

WE FORUM

Feb. 15, 22 & March 1, 19

NATIONAL

1985

is galnfully employed

weeks at the expense of the pelitonef

Let copy of this Order toge
of Manila and the Office of the Solicitor General who is directed to appeat

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
CAPITAL JUDICIAL

PARANAQUE CITY
BRANCH 260

PETITION FOR ADOPTION
TANAKA

O RDER

This is a pemion for adoption ol tha minor Hannah Kay Santos Tanaka file

j& of legal age, married and residing
Noche Street, Perpetual Village, Paranague City; that on July 20, 1998 he
B. Santos who before marrying him had a child in the name of

h Marivic Santas in the name
Kai §. Tanaka is
the that

Hannah
up o presoant
5 wite
financially
the child
nt in form and substance,
in the moming betore
of Parafinque City
granted

and is
interest of sought

the

shauld not be

Let copy of this Order be published in a newepapef of the peneral cii
1079 once a week for three |3] consacutive

yursuant to P.D

the scheduled hearing and

11, 1999

(Bad.) HELEN BAUTISTA -RICAFORT

99

REGION

under
considernng hal
he wishes to adopt the child Hannali Kai =
capable to
10 be

this, Court
All imerested parties are required to show

The Department of Social Welfare and Developmant
is hereby directed to conduct a case study on petitioner and submit the same to this Court
appear at
ther with the petition be served to the Local Civil Registrar

No  899-03

by petitionor

No, 410 Dama de

Marivie

maryhed

Hannah Ka Santos Tanaka

of Miguel Paulo Marthinez

the

1orm
pelituoni and
Mmannag ] i
lanaka
support i a1 this
adaptad

Is hereby sol loy |

sitting at the

same il

Thitd Floo

ulation ta be

the hearing

at the heajing

Judye

\RMAND

MAGUILAS

regraonal
ratnfall
If rainfall icreases 1in

cdistribution of

marginal arcas that have
fragile soils or mountains
or over the sea. increases
in production may not off-
set decreases resulting else
where from reduced rain-
fall or so1l moisiurc.

A warmer climate might
reduce  soil moisture
Evaporation rates in mid-
latitudes increase aboul 5
percent for cach | degree
Centigrade increase in lem-
ITIL'I.}TII[C

Crops in and zones arc

g un

-I\h.ll._.'\-u

iuntion

lnmte -

ol | A i i ey
(11 TR

poasiiive

lnstitule

these chaunges are

sl os the frugile econonmie

recovery i Sub-=Sahamn Al-
i

(3hes ey wenther
condition: it | Nino
lexss

and tood

SPUTTe
slocks

international

AE L ’Ij L|.CL'|"|
assislance
ard 1o developing
countmes. vould exncerbate the

ilready food situ-

precariols
low=income
countries

IFPRI
lactors could

NMuetuations m

s ol miiny

Py e n poor

According to an
veral
Ler
tood avarlability in
und
eks have Tallen
heli

report; sc
lead w gre
varins
world

reehon 1) he

ire
nlcty
cr ATuctuntions

Ny alleel pre

i hurd-to-predict

« Waler HKelV to be

allocated away lrom aericul-
fure

o Peclimnge sol Teruliy
miny reprons s begmning o
constran lood production

« Tood wd
ternational development assis-

and other in-

tunee from developed coun
Iries talling
. |1L'\\‘ll-|l1llt.'lll.‘- in the two

are

most populous countries ==
Clina and India == could put
great pressure on world Tood

likelv 1o be sensitive 1o s

I..'I'L'lill Some cshimales in-
dicate that yields may fall
considerably in sonie in-
stances

Increased concentrations
of CO2 also have a fertili-
zation effect on productiv-
ity. A doubling of CO2 may
increase photosynthesis by
100 percent 1n some -
siances. allowing planis (o
orow laster and 1o a greater
This
larly to wheat. rice and

sovbeans and. (o a lesser

size apphies particn-

extent. to low-latitude ¢crops

such as maize. sorghum

millet, sugar canc and pas-
re grasses

While changes in tem-
perature and precipitation
are important to consider,
other factors influencing
vields include a reduction
in soil and n-
creases in plant transpira-
tion. In addition. higher
levels of atmospheric CO2
should increase photosyn-

moisture

thesis rates, thereby increas-
ing vields in favorable

conditions
* MNC Environment,
Science and Technology
News Serviee

FOOD SITUATION

WORLD’S CEREALS: Getting scarce.

it hets
* Rapid urbanization n
oW sincome \JL’\\'iI‘]'HIL‘ vt~
thes pluces inereusimg siress
on lood delivers and process-
Iy systems
Cvil stite
Lihihity
etran dnd

nd  polineal

can cut tood pro-

|| “f_ I. "'l!l"
hunger and starvation
PRl

‘mlers within

-.-Ix'i'-
According 1o e
carch

Consultutive

ol 16 res

the Liredlp on
Invernatonal Agricultural
Rescureh (CGIAR). low stocks
there s less

ol grian mean

ol a bulter In times of short-
age. grain stocks cun be re-
leased onio the world market
to meet demund
|'n|-1
expecially

Muctuations

counires

viulnerable 1o all

are  nmow

Hiese hecause

global Tood wd delivenes

1996 fell to 7.5 million tons,
less than half of the 168
million tons distributed in
1993 and the lowest amount
of mid dehivered in more than
i decade, the report savs

Mare volatile grain prices
and reduced stocks could add
o the precarious food siluu-
tion for poor people in low-
ineome countries

As gram prices were peak-
ing in 1995-1996, the world's
stockpiles of extra - grains
plunged 1o a 20-vear low of
250 mullion tons,
then, stocks have
been gradually built up, but
the ratio of stocks to consump-
tion remains below the level
considered to provide a mar-
gin ol salety necessary for
world food security. (MNC
Environment, Science and
Technology News Service)
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NEWSBREAKS

LESS THAN 10 PERCENT
OF RP ROADS ARE PAVED

LESS than 10 percent of
all Pllippine roads are
paved

In fact, nearly half ol
major national roads in the
Philippines is unpaved. Pro-
vincial roads do not fare
better since only around 12
percent are paved.

And almost all barangay
roads — which almost single-
handedly have raised rural
road density in the country
-- are unpaved

“In a very real sense, the
extremely high rural road
density 1s illusory
Achilles C. Costales
tant prolessor and char, De
partment ol
College of LEconomucs and

Suys

ass1s-
Leonoamics

Management, University ol
the Philippines Los Banos

Costales has looked mnto
the state ol Philippme roads
The results of the study have
been presented at the Re-
gional Center tor Graduate
Study and Rescarch in Ag-
riculture (SEARCA) where
Costales is Prolessorial
Chairholder of Economics

““The proportion of the
whole barangay roads sys-
tem which is truly functional
in all seasons is quite un-
known.'" he says. “But these
barangay roads are lechni-
cally entitled to allocations

By PAUL ICAMINA

for rehabilitation.”

Block Allo-
cation Formula™ for appor-
the Public Works

budget, 20 percent should be

lnder the
tHonmg

cqually shared by provinees,
20 percent are pro-rated
according to population
sizes, and 50 percent are
allocated according to u
composile index ol scarcity
ol inlrastructure

“To take advantage ol the
formula, 1t pays for a prov-
ince 1o feport more barungay

though they

roads mav lor
all itents and purposes, ul
ready be non=existent due t
disrepuir, deterioratior

Nnon-use Costales savs

Most 'hilippine roads are
composed ol barangay roads
which account for two-thirds
of the whole length of the
road svstem Next comes the
|urm~.m-1:1'l roads, acecounting
fifth of the

In all, national roads

lor aboul a
whole
just account for 20 percent

Costlales

struction ol roads increased

savs the con-
only marginally Irom Y86
to 1995, Over the 10-year
period, only a net addition
of 3,360 kilometers of paved

roads was built. “"The almost

imperceptible magnitude of

increase 1n the length of

paved roads 1s not congru-

ent with the relatively
the program
',-\]wndllull‘\- lor roads

1|!Tk'-.'

Imereases in

Costales suys

From 1986 to (9493, the
expenditure for ronds, other
transport, and communica-
tions, tnpled to almost 13
percent of total program ex-
penditures in 1995 The bud-
get of the Department ol
Public Works and Highwavs
rose to more than [0
cent by 1996,

per-
1'||!|.‘--'. fonble
the 5.8 percent share in
1991

the

in:ul netiw ik

Assuming antire
barangay
practically nontunct
L ll\||l\_" =il that the worl
able rural

wds system muglit

just compnise the natjonal

secondary und provinuial
systems, However, only 195
percent of these roads are
paved

“For the purpose ol fu-
ture tusks, focusing on com-
pletely paving the second-
ary and provincial systems
appeirs to be more feasible
and manageable in the short
to medium term, = he savs

I'he task 1s to identily the
minimum set of rural roads
that would be able to sup-
port the main bulk of agn-
cultural output spread oul
(MNCO)

over rural areas.”

STATE COLLEGES .

Excellence in Agriculture and
Fisheries Education. Under the
AFMA, state universities and
colleges could be part of the
proposed National Agriculture
and Resources Research and
Development Network and the
National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development
System

The Department of Agri-
culture will spearhead a uni-
iied research and development
(R&D) direction. State uni-
versities and colleges, Villa-
real said, are expected to

generite greater R&D that are
market-driven and appropri-
ate to existing production
patlerns

There 1s a need for R&D
to consider the crops at nsk
as a result ol trade liberal-
1zation Studies on
the impact ol trade hberaliza-
tion on 33 major agricultural
product show that corn. sugar,
garlic, omon, pork, and pouk
try -- produced by majority
of farmers -- are at risk from
intense import competition

““We can casily say that

he said

WE FORUM
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Notice is heroby given that the estate of the late GERTRUDES
0. PAAR, who died on 19 October 1998, has been extrajudicially
sottled among her heirs in a document entitied ""Extrajudicial
Settlement with Waiver of Rights'' bearing Doc No. 188, Page
No. 38; Book No. 122; Series of 1998 of Notary Public Atty
lsmael N. Ligot of Quezon City.

- ™ (From page 12)

we can give away these com-
modities if it is cheaper to
import as long as we have the
money to buy them.”” he said
“But we have to consider the
possibility that in some point
i time, the world may not
be able to supply our food
requirements due o war
drought. pestilence. and other
problems ™

R&D programs must re
spond to changes in the ag-
ricultural sector, Villarcal smd
For example, 1t is expected
that small owner-cultivated
tarms will dominate agricul-
ture as o result of land re-
form. New technologies
should thus promote the el-
ficiency and commercial vi-
ability of smull-scule turming
systems in the coniext ol
greater competition  under
trade hberalization, (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

11-YEAR-OLD GIRLS ARE TYPICAL
VICTIM’S OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

MANY [11-vear-old girls
arce twpical vienn | lildd
sexual abuse s country

s was
1998

Children s

United

I'und

report, which locuses an
sullermes thal voung grl
espeaially those from poverly
stricken famihies, have to

through in the Philippimes

“Child
pecially

sexudl ablise, ¢s-
Ineesl, 15 ramypl

especially among poor fann
Chigy

lies according 1o

I Tiponia, project coordinalon
ol the Center for the Preven
[reatment ol Clinid
Sexunl Abuse (CPSTCA)

A jornt P
made by the University ol the
Philippines  Center ol
Women's Studies (LI-CWC)
and the UNICE] thut

there are nine lorms ol vio

ton and

rescurely

vited
lenee aganst young gitls vim
pant in this countny

I'hese are
(involving
aown lumily)

eestiious rige
members ol e
rape sex il
molestation maltreatment
(beatings and forcing to do
heavy work) wilth
sexually trunsmitted diseises
wedloek

and. ceonami

nleetion

pregnancy oul ol
abandonment
abuse or verbal abuse o
threuts

Some cases that were re
ferred o cenlers o
strectehildren m Manila - the
Masigly  Foundation, the
Verlume Foundation and the
Department of Social Wellure
and Development (DSWD)

Manila Youth Reception Cen-

janbless

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

ler == involved voung gir

vt tortured by vindicate
foree them. into
e ould be tor
tred tor duvs and psyveholog
caully pt 1‘|!l.'\1'| ubmil W the
sexual wihnms and caprices ol
thelr customer
I hese mmstitutions had coses
referred 1o them involving
very voung mrls sold an the

dreols mrostitutes by then
OMI i

Mol ol thesc
cording 1 Iis cinl workers
landhing thes

rents who have come lTram

CHANES. UC-

clittdren. have
0
the provisees enly fo remuin
and withou! any source
of income i Manila

I another rescarell paper
mude by e UP CWC and the
UINICEL, 1 was revealed that
meest accounted tor three out
of 10 cases of child abuse

e puper cited that almost
all vietims ol child abuse lre
chitldien. and the

ol child nbuse cuses

Femule
i jorey
invalve wdolescents between
11 and 17 with the average
victimis bemg 17 years

Maost al child
abuse take place at home when
the vietim s alone. One oul
of three cases involves absen-
tee parents

[his emphasizes the need

merdence

for supervised child care when
the parents are ul work sinee
mostl ol the perpetrators are
mule relutives

Metro

most

PPolice reports
Manila  showed  that
lemale vichims i rape inei-

‘each veur

-

dents were aged 1210 21, with
un average ape ol 16 vears
e allend

Iand

ers, on Jthe other
older than

Ihe ay Crapgc e

were much
their
ol
VEIUrs

From 1991 1o 149496
ol 8 333 child
WOre I;,‘i'--l1u|1 o the DSWD

ind vl

Vichimms

perpelralors was 30l

d total
abuse cascs
ane pereent ol these
cases mvolved sexual abuse

I'he
tlecal recruitment

other wises invelved
cmotional
gbuse nepledt und abandon-
ment

O1 These 8,355 cuses. 329
incestuously
percent  were
raped. 159 pereent were sexu-
ally molested, 152 percent
were physically abused, 6.2
pereent were atllicted by sexu-
ally transmitted discases, 4.5
pereent gol pregnant out of
wedloek. 3.5 percent were
abundoned, 2.4 percent were
cmotionally abused, 7 percent
hud multiple problems, and .3
percent were verbally abused

In addition to this, early
pregnuncy threatens a girl
child's health and nutrition,
and early motherhood places
multiple burdens upon her and
limits her educational oppor-
lunities

This 1s so because she will
end up spending more time
tacking care of her children
than attending to her studies
just as normal girls her oge
do

More than 15 million girls,
aged 15 to 19 years, give birth
(MNC)

percent  were

ruped. 18.3
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DISPUTES OVER TERRITORY, SEEDS OF MISTRUSTS
ARE ONLY SERIOUS OBSTACLES TO RP-CHINA TIES

THE only serious obstacles
to a comprehensive and long-
term cooperation between the
Philippines and China at this
time appear to be the disputes
over territory and the sceds
of mistrusts that these have
sown in the people’s minds.

This assessment was made
by Aileen San Pablo-Baviera,
head of the Center for Inter-
national Relations and Stra-
tegic Studies from the Phil-
ippine Foreign Service Insti-
tute and a senior fellow of the
Institute for Strategic and
Development Studies, in a
paper titled Turning Predica-
ment into Promise: A Prospec-
tive on Philippine-China Re-
lations.

Baviera presented the pa-
per during & recent seminar-

workshop organized by the
Carlos P. Romulo Foundation.

“*Some analysts and policy
makers still see Mischief Reed
as the concrete as well as
symbolical locus of recent
disputes, and would thercfore
wish to see a reversion to the
preoccupation status of the
reef before moving forward
with any genuine coopera-
tion.’” she said.

Baviera noted that bilateral
dialogues on the issue of
Chinese  occupation  of
Panganiban or Mischief Reef
have produced no clear reso-
lution of the situation despite
repeated calls by the Manila-
government for the withdrawal
of Chinese presence.

“‘Failure to move forward ~

on this specific question has

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

become a source of bitter
disappointment and mistrust,
especially in light of the high
regard the Philippine has held
for China prior to the inci-
dent,’’ she said.

Baviera said the Chinese
occupation of Mischief Reef,
discovered in January 1995,
galvanized the Philippine
government into becoming
more assertive in its claims.
The Reef is only 130 nauti-
cal miles away from the
Westernmost
Palawan and was used by
Filipinos and other fishermen
as a shelter against inhospi-
table clements because of its
excellent geographic features.

The occupation was con-
sidered especially signilicant
because it was the first major

province of

move by any claimant to
occupy a new feature in the
Spratlys since the post-Cold
War peace.

““It came at a time, when
regional states, through vari-
ous official and informal ini-
tiatives, were earnestly trying
to develop mechanism to
address potential conflicts in
the arca and ways to manage
the regional security situation
in more general terms,’” she
said.

The Chinese move was
moreover seen as a violation
of the 1992 Manila Declara-
tion, undermining the confi-
dence-building process and
threatening to remove the lid
of self-restraint on other
claimants® behavior as well.

The Philippines claims a

BOYS ARE

BOYS 10 years old and
below are more nutrition-
ally vulnerable than girls.

Generally, more boys
than girls in this age group
are underweight, stunted
and wasted.

However, according to
the Food and Nutrition Re-
search Institute (FNRI),
boys catch up in height
upon reaching school age,
thus recording a lesser
proportion of stunting than
girls st this particular age.

In a press briefing, the
FNRI reports that under-
welight and stunting (under
the standard height for age
groups) remain prevalent
among one- to two-year-old
preschoolers and 10-year-
old children.

The FNRI, an agency of

MORE MALNOURISHED THAN GIRLS

By PAUL [CAMINA

the Department of Science
and Technology, based its
report on a 1996 survey it
made to update data on the
nutritional status of Filipino
children in the provinces.
The survey notes that the
prevalence of underweight
was highest among one-year-
olds at 13.8 percent and
second highest for both two-
and 10-year-old children at
8.7 percent. Stunting preva-
lence was highest among 10-
year-olds at 7.2 percent,
followed by two-year-old
children at 6.6 percent.
Wasting (or severe weight
loss) was rampant among
schoolchildren than pre-
schoolers, particularly the
six- and eight-year-olds at
7 percent. The seven- and
10-year-old children fared

-

closely with wasting propor-
tions of 6.7 and 6.5 percent,
respectively.

The same survey found
that about eight out of ev-
ery 100 (8.4 percent) of
preschool children (live
years old and below) are the
least moderately under-
weight. About seven out of
100 (7.4 percent) of six- to
10-year-old schoolchildren
are the least moderately
underweight.

Five out of every 100 (5.1
percent) of preschoolers
were found to be stunted.
This means that they were
malnourished before or have
been suffering from chronic
or lingering malnutrition,
FNRI researchers say,

Wasting or thinness af-
fects at least four out of
every 100 (4.6 percent) of
preschoolers. They may also
be suffering from acute oy
recently acquired malnutri-
tion,

The proportions suggest
that among preschoolers, an
estimated 890,000 are under-
weight, 540,000 are stunted,
and 490,000 are wasted.

Malnutrition among pre-
school children is caused by
the lack of proper nutrients,
vitamins, and minerals in
fuod intake. This is brought
about, FNRI says, by many

factors like poverty, low
educational level of parvents,
poor environmental and
health conditions, etc.

The FNRI survey also
found that at least five out
of 100 (5.5 percent) of
schoolchildren were mal-
nourished in the past or
have heen suffering from
long standing malnutrition
or stunting. Acute malnu-
trition or wasting affects
at least six out of 100 (6.6
percent) of schoolchildren.

These proportions sug-
gest that there are about
620,000 schoolchildren who
are underweight, 460,000
stunted, and 550 wasted,

Moreover, the (L3 percent
of the underweight, 0.4 per-
cent of the stunted, and 0.5
percent of the wasted are
severe cases needing urgent
public health assistance and
proper food and nutrition
intervention.

The survey was made
among Filipino children in
the provinces to provide in-
formation to planners and
implementors of local nutri-
tion programs.

The FNRI says that the
critical data are important
in order to monitor the nu-
trittonal status of children
and implement appropriate
nutrition intervention and
development eflorts. (MNC)

STATE COLLEGES
RETOOL FOR AGRI

STATE universities and
colleges presently cannot
supply the demand for qual-

ity high school and college.

graduates required by the
agriculture sector.
The Congressional Com-

group of islets, cays, atolls and
reefs in the South China Se
lying west of Palawan prov-
ince, which it calls Kalayaan
Island Group (KIG). It is part
and parcel of the Spratly
Islands, or what China refers
to Nansha, which is also
claimed in whole or in part
by China, Taiwan, Vietnam,
Malaysia and Brunei.

Baviera explained, how-
cver, that periodic tensions
would anse between the Phil-
ippines and China over two
important issues, the disputes
in the South China Sea and
the Taiwan question.

“*Much work nceds to be
done towards restoring mutual
confidence and establishing
mutual respect.’’

For the Philippine point of

view, she said, China main-
tained excessive claims on the
islands and waters ol the
South China Sea that belied
ils assurances of its non-ex-
pansionist nature

On the Taiwan ssue,
Maunila sought Beijing’s un-
derstanding on its need to
maintain active unofticial
relations with Taipei, given
Taipei’s proximity, close his-
torical assocution, and eco-
nomic leverage vis-a-vis the
Philippines

Baviera cited are the fol-
lowing future challenges lor
RP-China cooperation:

*  Overcome mistrust
through greater dialogue and
transparency

* Demonstrate sincere com-
mitment to universal aspira-
tions for peace and sccurity
through our actions

* Behave with utmost sen-
sitivity and restraint especiully
on account ol power inequi-
hies

* Gradually explore or
expand economic. functional
and people-to-people coopera-
tion as well as cooperation on
common securily issues such
as transnational erime. to lay
the groundwork for multual
understanding snd long-term
comprehensive cooperation

* Work to build consensus
among our respective policy-
makers and eitizens on the
proper positive attitude to take
vis-a-vis cich other and with
repurd to the disputes. (Ma-
nila Newsfeutures and Com-
mentaries)

$

mission on Modemnizing Ag-
riculture traces this on the
“‘increase of substandard
colleges and universities,
poor curriculum, and inad-
equate facilities and equip-
ment.””

Technical instructors are
not prepared to teach voca-
tional and training programs
for agriculture and fishery.
State colleges and universi-
ties are also unable to tap
fully the private sector as an
adjunct of training programs.

*“We in the academe must
review and evaluate our cur-
ricular offerings and re-de-
fine them, if needed, in order
to be relevant and respon-
sive to needs and demands,”’
said Ruben L. Villareal,
Chancellor University of the
Philippines Los Bafios
(UPLB).

**At UPLB today, we re-
viewed and revised our en-
gineering, forestry and vet-
erinary medicine curricula to
make them relevant,’’
Villareal said during 44th
annual meeting of the
SEAMEO Regional Center
for Graduate Study and Re-
search Iin  Agricalture
(SEARCA), one of the re-
gional centers of the South-
Asian Ministers of
Education  Organization
(SEAMEO).

Villareal said other curricu-
lar offerings at UPLB such
as agriculture, the natural sci-
ences and social sciences will
undergo a similar process.
Course materials such as text-
books, syllabi, cases, and other
relevant instructional materi-
als arc being updated

He said that because of
trade liberalization, the Phil-
ippines must ensure agricul-
tural capability, particularly in
the production of basic food
requirements. It must also
develop a strong sagricultural
export sector so that farmers
could enjoy higher income and
purchasing power to meet food
and other needs

“The challenges that lies
ahead, therelore, is how to
help our farmers become ef-
fective und eflicient in order
to meet these two objectives
and thus attain food security
for the nation,”” Villareal said.
“Quality education will defi-
nitely produce quality gradu-
ales who can function well in
a globally competitive agri-
culture and fishery industry. "’

He said the concern for
quality education 18 one rea-
son why the Agriculture and
Fisheries Modernization Act
(AFMA) provided for a net-
work of National Centers of

(Page 11, please)
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