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DOING IT UNPROTECTED

IS THE PHILIPPINES SHEDDING ITS PROTECTIONIST
STANCE AMIDST TOUGH REGIONAL ECONOMIC CRISIS?
SOME LEGISLATORS ARGUE ITS THE WAY TO GO
WHILE OTHERS SAY THIS IS THE BEST TIME

TO KEEP THE RP-FIRST AGENDA. ® An editorial

report by ERIC S. GIRON

SECT

BIAS

FOR
MALL
WORKERS

Page 9
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MAKILING

President Estrada leads in the burning of smuggled Marlboro cigarettes during the 97th founding anniversary celebration of the Bureau of Customs (BOC)
in its compound at Manila’s South Harbor last Feb. 8. Flanking the President are BOC Commissioner Nelson Tan and Finance Secretary Edgardo Espiritw
(Malacanang Photo)
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DELINEATE FUNCTIONS OF MMDA, LGUs

THERE should be a clearer delincation of functions bet-ween
the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA] and
the eight cities and nine municipalities under its coordinative
and directive authority.

Manuel S. Alba, city administrator of Quezon City, sounded
the call during a recent forum organized by the Philippine In-
stitute for Development Studies.

He noted that one function the MMDA is mandated to carry
out -- comprehensive land use planning and zoning -- runs smack
into the defined responsibility of the local government units (LGUs).

Alba explained that a crucial problem for metropolitan areas
like Metro Manila and for urbanizing communities in the rest
of the country is physical planning and zoning as called for by
orderly development, efficient traffic and mobility of transport
and residents, and environmental protection.

Local government communities, by mandate of the Local
Government Code and- by their own development and adminis-
trative requircments, are tasked to undertake comprehensive land
use. Yet, it is not perhaps efficient to undertake comprehensive
land use independently, without regard to a total metropolitan
or national land use plan indicating priority uses for land.

Under current responsibilities, he said, it is the Housing and
Land Use Regulatory Board that is responsible for coming up
with comprehensive land use and physical plan for the country
and cities, and with the coordinative responsibility of the Na-
tional Economic and Development Authority

Yet in the final analysis it is the local government unit that
ultimately makes the decision on the matter of land classifica-
tion and zoning regulations.

““Clearly, a harmonization between the national, metropolitan
and LGUs must be achieved on the matter of land use and zoning
regulations if we are to achieve efficiencies in the use of land

By NICK REBONG

MOUNTING GARBAGE: Who's to blame?

and in achieving efficiency in physical development affecting
such priorities as transport and traffic services, business devel-
opment and industrial development,”’ Alba said.

The Quezon City official also said that for Metro Manila and
the cities within the area, waste disposal and management is
becoming a critical problem -- right in there with power and
water shortage.

Alba pointed out, however, that over the last 20 years when
waste accumulated has increased five-fold, Metro Manila is still
utilizing old obsolete systems of waste disposal

““The two current landfills are just that, alreadv being filled,
and new facilities need to be established as well and that thoughts
of recycling and waste reduction be put in implementable projects
real soon,”” he said.

Alba cited that a Presidential Task Force on Solid Waste
Management has given responsibilities to LGUs to initiute the

installation of their own waste management systems under a build-
operate-and transfer scheme, which was amended recently, to
suit the requirements of LGUs. .

But the MMDA is also mandated to take care of waste
management disposal in Metro Manila, he added

In a sense, Alba said, there is an intermediate level of au-
thority established between the national government and the 17
cities and municipalities of Metro Manila. This is the MMDA,
the successor to a series of quasi-government or quasi-national
agency entities that had governed or administered the functions
and operations of Metro Manila.

The MMDA was established as a reformed successor of the
Metro Manila Commission during the Marcos period and of the
Metro Manila Authority under President Corazon Aquino. Its
primary responsibilities cover that are considered *‘metropoli-
tan'' in character such as traffic management, waste manage-
ment, flood control and metropolitan planning.

“It is not a local government. Neither is it a regional or
metropolitan government. It is in fact a national government agency.
It is an administrative, not a governing authority, whose chair
is appointed by the President,”” Alba said.

He stressed that local government executives face a number
of constraints and limijations in their supposed greater autonomy
provided for under Republic Act 7160 or the Local Government
Code of 1991,

A number of offices continue to prescribe and require appli-
cations of their rules and regulations affecting operations of LGUs.
Among these are the Department of Interior and Local Govern-
ment on matters of operations, the Department of Finance on
fiscal matters, and the Department of Budget and Management
on budget operations, personnel and compensation. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

REPUBLIC DF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

RONALD ﬂ.’h\lﬂi.
Plaintiff,
< yorsug -
ELEANDR A. MOJICA,
Defendant,

CIVIL CASE NO. 0-88.3602)

SUMMONS

WHEREAS, en December 1, 1088, plaintiff through counsel
filed » "Motion for Lanye to Serve Summons By Publication™ aguinst
Eleanor A Mojics whose last kmown sddress [s at No. 2732 P.
Vilanusva St. Pasay City and that the wherashouts ol the defen-
dant now is unknown and connot be served with summons undes
Sec. § Rule 14 of the 1007 Rubes of Civil Procedure.

AND WHEREAS, on December 4, 1088, tha Hon. Nativided G.
Dizen, Presiding Judge of this Court, issued an Order pranting the
waid molion,

NOW THEREFORE, defendont Elaanor A. Mojica i hareby
summoned and required 1o fla with the Regional Trial Court, Branch
106, Nationsl Capital Judicial Region, Quezon City, her snswer to
the complaint herawith of the plaintifl, withia sixty (80) doys after
the last publication of this surving & copy thereo! upon
the plaintitl whoss nddress is at MMTC Torminal, Regal de wve.

PLAINTIFF, by counsel, 1o this Honorable Courl, most respect:
fully etate that:
THE PARTIES

Plaintitf is of legal age, married, Filipino and & resident of MMTC
Terminal, Regalado Avenue, comer Bulalakaw Street, Fairview, Quezen
City where he may served with notices, orders and other wils or
processes of this Honorable Court;

Defendant is of legal sge, married, Filipino and her last known
residence is ot 2732 P. Vilanuevs Street, Pasay City where she may
be served with summens, nolices, orders wits or processes of this
Honorsble Courl.

ALLEGATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE CAUSE OF ACTION

To begin with, the parties herein got married in haste » whirl.
wind romsnce snd courtship 85 stated hereunder;

Whan plaintill arrived In the Philippines he war introduced to
defendant, Thit was during Christmes Sesson of 1964

Defendunt was very oulgoing and socisble so much so that he
was likened immediataly by herein plaintifl. After seversl days of
unrelenting and hot pursult defendant’s heart war comared snd »
marriage was proposed by plaintiff to defendant after the New Year
ol 1965, Az both were on fire with love with sach ether and it seems
that the love between them can no longer wait, their marminge was
celebrated on Junuary 17, 1065 a1 Saint Vincent the Paul Parish in
Ermits, Manda. This was selemnized by Rev. Father Victor Eiin, CM.
Copy of their canonical mamiage it hereto ettoched s3 "ANNEX A"
forming an mtegml part hareto.

Belore tho celebration of their marringe as well as after the

ge, plaintiff has noticed that the defendant hav an ercentive

corner Bulalskaw 51, Fairview, OQuezen City snd failure on her part
10 4o 18 ax aforeasid, plaintifl will take judgement ngsinst her and
muy domand from the said Court relief prayed lor in the comglaint.

Lot thic summony, together with the complaint be publishad
ence s wosk, for thiee (3} consecutive weeks by the plaintifl, st
M expensa in “WE FORUM” » paper af g | circuluth
in the Philippines, valocted by ratfle in sccordance with P.D. 1070,
Uikewise, plaintiff shall ot iz expenze, doponil copy of thiz sum
mons a1 well 51 the complaint at the Ouezen City Ponl Offics,
postage prapaid and by registormd mail address te delendant ot No,
2732 P. Viiewweva St. Pussy City.

Owezen City, 16 Decombor 1008,

NORMA M. RAMOS
Officar-in-Charge

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIOMAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

CIVIL CASE MO. 0-08-35021
For: Nullity of Marriage

ROMALDO D. FAME,
Plaintifd,
- yermus -
ELEANOR A. MOJICA,
Delondant.

COMPLAINT

and promiscuous hunger lor sex, There were even limes whaen plaintif!
can no longer respond to the desires of the defendont and the latter
will sarcastically challenge the former for his imnbifty to satisly her.
Always, snd in almost all occasion when such situation atives, do-
fendant can easdy claim that the others can do i, why can't he

As theie life goes through the days, woeks and manths sfter their
mardage, phintitl noticed immensely that defendant does nol stay
homs whenever the former was out lor werk, There were limes plaintifl
comei home without the delendant thereby neglecting habituslly hor
sxsential marital obligation to their homs snd te ether needs of the
bushand. The bauss wan consintently i divorder and the porvonsl
bolengings In shample. On top of that, the plsintitl hes to cook stil
Tor their meals.

Such bohaviers unhecoming ol 8 wile was the lisquent covnms
of morital quarrels betwssn them. In evary similar situation, defen.
dant eracks wp under such marital pressure by throwing away things
sha grabbed, Do top of that, daf t axhibited boh ol sacap-
jsm by roaning swey from plaintifl withou! suificient couses al ol
evory time she will be confranted wilh such o situstion. Har lams
sxcuse wat that she want to her pareats’ houss.

Plaintifl can stil besr such s sitantion and such a behevior ol
the dafendunt. This ks partly dus to the fact that plaintifl loves 5o
much hersin defendant, the latter being xo good in using her vexml
know just teo pacily snd satisfy the fommar.

Thix cycle of agoaizing lifu of the plaintilf, goes en hoceure after
thres menths, defendant wus disgnosed as praguant. Joy struck the
beart ol the pleimtiff beceune ho will soon hecome & father, Dua 1o
this ressen, plaintiti patiently wacrificod the role of » brosdwinaer,

father, husband, cook, gardener and & heiper ot the same Lime in their
house.

The world crumbled upon the plaintiff when on August 11, 1866
herein defendant suddenly gave birth to the bewdlderment of the former.
Plaintiff reckoned the fist time both mude love snd much to the
plaintitf's surprise, the baby was less than the promsture period of
saven menths to give birth. Not contented, while in the hospital alter
the defivery of the baby, plaintilf inquired to the attending physician
whether the delivery was premature or not, The answer by the physician
wes crisp: the pregnancy was well within the regular period of nine
months, This inlormation shecked herein plaintif because it conlirmed
his suspicion: that the newly born child of the defendant was nol
his. In short, plaintiff is not the father of the child,

Such revelation did not make him angry snd depressed nor was
there any signs of rancor towards the defendant. Thiz can be e
plained that things con be sccepled by herein pluintift due 1o his
maturity. He never revenled his discovery but instead gave hiz aifec-
tion snd love to herein defendant. The child was given the name ol
Ronnel M, Fame.

On August 12, 1866, these sacrilices and martyrdom of herein
plaintil] was rewsrded by having their child being bom. The child was
named Dslevin M. Fame

After the birth of their second child, defendant went to her old
vell and despicable behaviors by exhibiting her immaturity’s Kke leaving
the care and renring of the child te herein plaintiff. She sgain goes
out every time the husband it out for work. The children's care were
1eft 1o neighbors or to the relstives of the plaintifl as the situation
nrises,

Such was the stark reslities hefslling herein plaintif! with that
immaturity snd uncontrollshle promiscuous hunger for sex and the
unbecoming aititude of lesving her marital oblgati and burd

with Article 38 of the Family Code of the Phifippines (E.O. 208),
a1 amended.
PRAYER
WHEREFURE, promises considered, It is most respectfully proyed
to this Honorable Court that after hearing, judgment be rendered
declarng the nullity of the marriage contracted between the plain-
tifl and the defendsnt.
Other rekiel's, just and equitable under the premises am like-
wise prayed fer
Quszen City, 21 Dctober 1688,
SAGAYD, YULO LAW OFFICES
Counsel for the Plaintitt
4/F Rm. 413 Puzon Bldg
E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue cor. Gilmore St., 0.C
By:
HECTOR A. YULD
PTR NO. 1247088/1-18-88/MAKATI
18P NO. 447645/12-17-07/MANILA

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES |
QUEZON CITY ] &8
VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATE
OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

I, RONALDO D. FAME, of legsl age, married, and » nesiden|
of No. MMTC Terminal, Regalade Avenue, comer Bulalakaw Street,
Fuirview, Ouezon City, under oath, do hereby depose and slate
that:

1. | am the plaintitf in the abave entitied case;

2. | have caused the preparation of the leregoing Complaint;

. | have read the contents of the spid Compluint and all the
Negations pleaded therein are true and carrect of my own personal

passed upon 1o the plaintiff to bear. This consistent fallure of herein
defendant to comply with har essential marital obligation snd her
fnilure to behave ss 8 woman and sz & wile brought so much shame,
dishonor and unhappy mamied Ele to heroin plaintifl.

On October 1873, plaintifl can no longer tolerate this mishehay
jors, immaturity's and fallures on the part of the defandant, the former
decided 1o end their marriage by cenlrenting and divcunsing vame to
defendant. To the surprise of herein plaintifl, the defendant haz the
temerity and gall to abandan the plaintiff,

From that time up to this duy, defendant has totally sbandoned
herein plaintill snd their children, No conjugal preperty whatseever
wat samed
CAUSE OF ACTION

The foregoing nverments are replesded berein be mistence nnd
sre made Wtagral part herol.

At the time of the celebration of the marriage hetween the plaintil!
and the defendant, the letter was paychelogically incapacitated to
comply with the exzentisl marital obligations of marriage.

Tha shove actustion’s of the defendunt ware identified by clini
cal puychalogist ns psychekogical illness which incapecitetes the de.
{endant {rom complying Wwith the sssential marital obligations ol marisge.
The same are parmanent and lacurable. This shall ba theroughly proven
by the plaintifi during the hearing of this case,

By resson thereal, the i tracted bot the plaintitf
and the delendant shoul be declarsd null and veid in sccordance

knowledge; and

4. | cortify that | have ol commenced any othar action or
procesding involving the sams fssue in this court, the Supreme Court,
the Court of Appsals, or any other tnbunal er sgency, and that te
the best el my knowdedge, no such sction ot procending i pendmg
in the Supreme Court, the Court af Appeats, or mny other tribunal
or agency, and that il | should lesrn \hat & similar action or pro:
ceading has been fied or is pendimg before the Suprama Court, the
Court of Appesh oreny tribunal of ngency, | wall natify this Honorable
Court within five (5 days from my having gained knowledge thersel.

IN WITHESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto affixed my signaturs
this 27th day of October, 1908

|$gd) RONALDO D. FAME
Aflfisnt

SUBSCRIBED wnd .wom to balors me this 27th day ol De-
\ober, 1088 alfiant having shown te ma his Community Taz Cor-
tlicate Me. DB4B5558 isxued ot Quezen City om 15 Fob, 1088,
(Sgd.) FRANCISCO P. TAALA

Notary Public

Until Decomber 31, 1008
PTR Ne. 0107880 Y, 1-2.88, 0.C.

Dec. No. 473;
Page No. B9;
Book Me. 120;

Series of 1008,
WE FORUM

Feb. 15, 22 & Marsh 1, 1960

\
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" ALIEN RETAILERS MAY
MUSCLE OUT FILIPINOS

By ERIC S. GIRON

HE economic nationalism urge that impelled the enactment of the
Retail Trade Nationalization Act (House Bill 2523) signed by President
Ramon Magsaysay on June 19, 1954 is reversed by the eurrent
prevailing sentiment of some House legislators to

industry to foreigners.

Why should Justice Sec.
Serafin Cuevas see no legal
or consfitutional obstacle to
the opening of the Philip-
pine retail trade to foreign
investors in an opinion dated
Dec. 247

A retail trade liberaliza-
tion bill certified by Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada as a
priority administration mea-
sure was questioned by
Bohol Rep. Erico
Aumentado as to its consti-
tutionality.

““It is within Congress’
power and discretion to pre-
scribe the percentage of for-
eign equity in certain invest-
ment areas where they are
allowed to invest if there is
a recommendation from the
National Economic and De-
velopment Authority and if
the national interest dic-
tates,”” was Cuevas’ opin-
ion.

He noted that retail trade
is not among public utilities,
natural resources and edu-
cational institutions ex-
empted from legislative dis-
cretion.

The Chinese have placed
under control the sari-sari
cornerstore since the Span-
ish regime which caters to
the people’s daily needs, the
rice mills, foundries, lumber
mills, shirt factories and hab-
erdasheries, grocery stores,
supermarkets, bakeries, dis-
tilleries, confectioneries and
restaurants,

They have made incur-
sions in banking, shipping,
insurance, import and export
trade and manufacturing over
the Philippines. “*They have
built up an extensive com-
mercial organization consist-
ing of importers, wholesal-
ers, middlemen, retailers and
buyers that cover practically

the entire economic structure
of the Philippines,”’ a former
commerce secretary pointed
out.

After the enactment of the
retail trade nationalization
law, the anti-dummy act and
the nationalization of rice
and corn law were enacted.
Institutions were established
such as the National Devel-
opment Company, the
Namarco, and the Rice and
Corn Board to counter any
attempt at monopoly which
worked against the substan-
tial participation of Filipi-
nos 1n trade and commerce.

The Chinese took steps
f()r !hu’.r own pr()lcctll)n h\
putting up the Federation of
Chinese Chambers of Com-
merce. [t pledged to imple-
ment national policies in
correcting trade abuses, pro-
moting fair competition and
maintaining a high standard
of business ethics among
members.

While explaining to mem-
bers the application of laws
affecting their business op-
erations, the federation in-
dulges in civic, social wel-
fare and charitable projects.

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda
defended retail trade liberal-
ization by citing a Finance
Department study showing an
average 5.5 percent growth m
major seclors of banking, tele-

communieations, power gen- .

cration, shipping and insur-
ance. Investments in those area
rose to P62.5 billion in a
three-year penod and employ-
ment expanded 4.7 percent in
shipping and telecommunica-
tions.

Prices ol their products
have become competitive and
no firms became bankrupt in
the industries, Salceda said,
He said the justice
department’s opinion cleared
*‘unfounded concerns’” that
industry liberalization will kill

open the domestic retail

the Filipino sari-sari stores.

He said Malaysia and
Thailand which were the first
nations in Southecast Asia to
liberalize their retail industry
have not regretted their deci-
sion.

The cconomic nationalism
sweeping Southeast Asia that
has broken into violent dem-
onstrations in Indonesia have
as principal target the ethnic
Chinese traders. In the Phil-
ippines, alien businessmen and
enterprises are mandated 1o
operate within and not against
Philippine-first policy

The Philippine trade pro-
tectionism objective is also the
aim of all other Asiun coun-
tries

e o
20 DIE IN MINDANAO
FLOODS

Incessant rains blamed on
La Nifa which started pour-
ing  February 4 llooded
Mindanao’s Caraga region in
which 13 ol 20 persons
drowned, two were electro-
cuted, two died from land-
shides, and two from darrhea.

I'he two Agusan provinces
and two Surigao provinces
with Butuan City were llooded
by chest-high waters blamed
on illegal logging.

The Red Cross reported
two deaths of Catherine
Timtim, 13, of Davao and
Jaime Cominador. 59, of
Gingoog City in flashfloods
which affected 4,732 families
in Davao province, 626 fami-
lies in Davao Onental and 418
families in Gingoog

In Butuan, 19,097 residents
were housed in 29 evacuation
cenlers in public and private
buildings. Roads leading to
Butuan were damaged by
water and San Jose Bridge
linking the city to Prosperidad
in Agusan del Sur collapsed,
isolating it and two towns ol
Agusan.

Some 200,000 families
compnsed by a million mem-
bers lost their homes to the
chest-deep inundation in
Agusan and Surigao provinces
and Butuan City. [t was for-

Philippine economic protectionism has been specifically directed at the
Chinese merchants who have dominated the economy for more than three
centuries and have attained primacy in almost every phase of Philippine life
by dint of their frugality, patience and business sagacity.

tunute the rains fell after the
harvest in the four provinces
which are a rice-producing
belt

A C-130 Philippine Air
Force carrier plane ferried
relicl” nee and canned goods
and used clothing to the in-
undated regions, lor distribu-
non to the flood vicums: The
Social Wellare Admimnistration
reported that some P1.09
million worth of reliel items
had been distributed region-
wide

Inttial estimute of damage
to mlrastructure and agncul-
ture was P123 million. Thou-
sands of people have been left
homeless by the tloods

" e
THE RELUCTANT
KING

Jordan had known no King
for the past 47 vyears but
Hussein who was proclimed
at 16 i 1952, led his coun-
try through decades of war,
upheaval and shifting alliances
to a landmurk peace treaty
with neighboring Israel in
1994,

But when King Hussein fell
ill from cancer, he named last
month his eldest son Abdullah,
37. born of an English mother,
heir 1o the throne. Abdullah
had chosen the military as his
career and was 4 major gen-
eral in the armv. In his in-
fancy, Abdullah was c¢rown
prince unul his uncle, Prince
Hassan, a brother of his fa-
ther, was appointed heir in
1965 to ensure the crown
would not pass to a child heir

Hassan occasionally acted
as regent, building links with
voung members of Gull” Arab
families, He led the Special
Forces quell riots in South-
ern Jordan in 1996 and was
promoted to major general
when he led a raid on the
lideout of gunmen who killed
cight people in Amman

But  Hussein  named
Abdullah as heir to the throne
and as the king lay uncon-
scious. kept alive only be a
lite-support machine, the
prince was sworn In  at
Jordan’s parliament Sunday
three hours after the monarch

died because of failed treat-
ment of his cancer

The fact that Abdullah’s
mother 1s English born a non-
Muslim, is seen as an obstacle
to his taking over the throne
of a tribal Muslim country.

King Hussein returned to
Jordan after his failed treat-
ment in the United States
where he was invited as guest
by President Bill Clinton and
his wife, Hillary. Two days
after, he died at 11:34 a.m.
Although there was no con-
firmation of the King's death,
state radio and television
started broadeasting recita-
tions from the Koran

Prince Abdullah wore the
traditional Arab headdress as
he haltingly read in broken
Arabic the legacy of his
English mother and overseas
education

Police and soldier ranks
stood along the route of the
atrport in the hiting cold to
guard the biggest congrega-
tion of Kings, presidents and
prime ministers who gathered

(Next page, please)

WATERWORLD: The south vexed by incessant rains.

(Inquirer Photo)
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in Amman to join the people
of Jordan in an emotional
farewell to their pillar of
stability in the turbulent
Middle East.

It was the biggest galaxy
of world leaders since the
funeral of Isracl’s Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in
1995. Russia’s Boris Yeltsin
defied his doctors despite a
bleeding stomach ulcer to pay
his last respect, followed by
US President Bill Clinton who
said, ‘‘When peace finally
comes to the Middle East, his
name will be inscribed on it."’

French President Jacques
Chirac expressed confidence
in King Abdullah. US Scc. of
State Madeleine Albright ar-
rived in Amman when Hussein
was rushed back from a fu-
tile visit to the United States
and lay unconscious at the
King Hussein Medical Cen-
ter. Palestine President Yasser
Arafat, whose PLO fighters
were ousted by Hussein from
Jordan in a 1970 civil war,
paid his respects. Hussein’s
body was borne by princess
to the main royal palace where
he was buried on the outskirts
of Amman.

e o o
DEBATE OVER DEATH
PENALTY RAGES ON

The execution of 38-vear-
old hoyse painter Leo
Echegaray for repeatedly rap-
ing his 11-year-old daughter
Baby in 1994 will not stop
with the convict’s death, It
will persist so long as capital
punishment is imposed for
killing, rape and other heinous
crimes.

Pope Paul Il condemned
the death penalty anchored on
the Catholic Church tenet that
only God has the right to take
a man’s life. This he enunci-
ated in his recent visits, to
Mexico and the United States.
Human rights groups joined
the Church in condemning
capital punishment which was
restored in 1994 as a deter-
rent to the proliferation of
crimes against chastity and
heinous crimes.

If those who opposed Leo’s
execution are pro-life and
those who favored it are anti-
life, the death penalty itself
mandated by Congress is anti-
life.

President Joseph Estrada
had the hot line of Malacaiian
to the execution chamber cut
because he refused to enter-
tain any appeal to spare Leo’s
life in his determination “‘to
protect the future of the
people, especially young
girls’’ and women: He said
Leo’s crime was motivated not
by poverty but libido

Leo’s exccution was re-
garded as a ‘‘consolation’" by
Lauro Vizconde. whose wife
and two daughters had been
massacred in their own home
in 1993. But he also found it
sad because “*a person is, afler
all, imperfect. But it’s a con-
solation still to have justice.”

This could very well be the

_consensus of the mixed emo-

tions people felt after
Echcgaray became the first
convict subjected to lethal
injection after the last death
convict was electrocuted in the
electric chair in 1976. The

chair has since been destroyed
by lightning.

Leo left behind four chil-
dren by his live-in partner
including his rape victim
Baby, now 15, and a new wife,
Zenaida Javier, whom he wed
Dec. 26 in spite of his im-
pending death. Baby
Echegaray said she felt no pain
inside her before she left for
Naga City before the execu-
tion to return after Leo’s
burial. She has been endowed
with a house and lot by
Speaker Manuel Villar in
Bulacan. Two senators have
put up an educational trust
fund for her.

ANTI-DEATH VIEWS

A nationwide survey
showed overwhelming support
for the death penalty. The
1987 Constitution abolished
capital punishment but then
provided that it be imposed
for heinous crimes.

Church men, human rights
advocates contend the death
penalty discriminates against
the poor, 91 percent of whom
comprise the 900 death row
inmates, that the justice sys-
tem is not pertect and inno-
cent people could be put to
death. This was the reason the
Supreme Court gave in defer-
ring Leo’s execution, It also

“wanted 1o give Congress time

to review Republic Act 7659,
the death penalty law,
Justice Sec. Serafin Cucvas
regarded Echegaray’s state-
ment at 3:30 p.m. prior to his
lethal injection -- *‘Pilipino
pinatay ang kapwa Pilipino™’
-- a challenge to the govern-
ment and the entire country

ALVAREZ PARAZ

which place,

80 ORDERED.

WE FORUM

A verified petition was filed with this
that after dus notice, hearing and publicat
PARAZ be declared his child by adoption.

Notice is hareby given that this petition will be heard by this Court sitting at the Ground
Floor of the New Hall of Justice on March 11, 1999 at 8:30 o'clock In the morning, at
date and time aforesaid, all interested persons are hereby cited to appear
and show causs, If any, why this petition should not be granted.
ublished at the expénse of the petitioner, once a week
a newspaper of general circulation

Let & copy of this Order be p
for three (3) consecutive weeks In the ""WE FORUM,"”
in a raffle conducted by the Executive Judge of this Court.

Petitioner Is directed to serve coples of this Order, together with the petition and
Solicitor General and the Department of Social Welfare
hereby directed to conduct a soclal case study on the
d and the latter’'s natural parents, and submit
its report before the hearing stated above. Further, their representative Ils directed to be
pressnt on the date and time of hearing.

annexes upon the Office of the
and Development. The latter is
petitioner, the minor sought to be adopte

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 213, MANDALUYONG CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF
THE MINOR CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW

JUAN CARLOS PARARES ALVAREZ,
Petitioner.

Mandaluyong City, January 13, 1888,

Feb. 15, 22 & March 1, 1989

Court by Juan Carlos Panares Alvarez, praying
jon, minor CHRISTOPHER MATTHEW ALVAREZ

SP. PROC. NO. MC-98-500

(Sgd.) AMALIA F. DY
Judge

to ponder.

The burden to produce a
“‘crimeless Philippines’” was
placed on the government by
the Catholic Bishops®™ Confer-
ence of the Philippines presi-
dent.

Batangas Rep. Ralph Recto
said the thought that crossed
his mind was that 900 more
people would be executed, 90
percent of whom are poor.
Maybe Congress should think
about this now, he said.

Give the death penalty at
least one year to see what
affect this single execution
will have in deterring crime,
it was advocated by the
Volunteers Against Crime and
Corruption leader Dante
Jimenez.

Congress has yet to review
the law on capital punishment.
Leo died in a lethal injection
chamber built at P2 million
while the last execution took
place in 1976 by electric chair.
Between 1924 and 1976, the
Philippines has executed 100
conviets including 17 Japanese
war criminals five years after
the war by electric chair.
hanging ang firng squad

While Belgium. the Neth-
erlands and Portugal elimi-
nated the death penaity in the
1860s and 1870s. France,
Greece and Spain retained it
Four Latin American nations
abolished the death penalty
before 1900 so that only Chile,
Cuba, El Salvador and four
Mexican states enforced it

But most countries outside
Europe and America retained
capital punishment except
New Zealand. The annual
number of United States ex-
ecutions has sharply declined
since 1935 peak year when

199 persons were cxecuted.
L] L] L]

BASKETBALL SEASON
OPENS WITH A BANG

The basketball season
reeled off with all the hoopla
of a P2.5 million extravaganza
of the Metropolitan Basket-
ball Association twin-billed at
the Cuneta Astrodome in
Pasay City and the Univer-
sity of St. La Salle in Bacolod.

The Philippine Basketball
Association made its splash
with the movie's Rulta

Guttierez leading a bevy of

muses of the nine competing
teams ferried in a 2:15 p.m.
motorcade from Araneta Coli-
seum in Quezon City to
Philsports Arena (former
Ultra) in Pasig.

Tonga’s 6-8 Paul Asi
Tualava and his wide body
breathed fire as the workhorse
of Mobiline, which doused

cold water on the entry of

Philippine Basketball League
amateur team Tanduay Rhum
into the professional PBA with
a 90-64 rout in the All-Fili-
pino opener.

Taulava's counterpart Earl

Alvarado and Eric Menk
missed their shots as Taulava
piled up 32 points, mostly
dunks, 20 rebounds, cight
assists, two blocks and a steal
against five turnovers. And to
think that Taulava was com-
plaining of butterflics in his
stomach!

The San Juan Knights
coached by Philip Cezar
routed the Nueva Ecija Patri-
ots at the MBA’s second
season at Cuneta Astrodome
in Pasay, 89-70. The Knights
have acquired point guard
Gherome Ejercito from the
Pampanga Dragons. Letran’s
former NCAA Most Valuable
player Christian Calaguio
racked up a game-high 25
points,

Eejreito and John-John
Capobres  stretched  the
Knights’ lead to 62-50 before
Calaguio was ficlded in again.
He pumped in 13 points in
the second half to spearhecad
the team's breakaway, The
Knights also have Fil-Swede
James Wallvist and returning
Rudy Distrito.

The Patriots have New
York City-born Alex Cnsano
(6-7) who missed a shot and
was slapped a goal-tending
violation. This gave 6-9 gi-
ant Bonel Balingit two free
throws. Balingit and 7-2 Raul

Dillo are the twin towers of

the Knights.

Rather than joining his
Tanduay teammates who
moved into the PBA, point
guard Willic Miller opted to
play with the Nueva Ecija
Patriots. He had 19 points like
Crisano who, after hauling
down 15 rebounds, fouled out

Former PBA ‘‘Prince”’
Vince Hizon has joined the
1998 Southern Conference
champion Negros Slashers in
the MBA powered by the
maiden seasons’s MVP John
Ferriols.

With its theme “*MBA: Ang
dating doon, nandito na
ngayon,’”’ the MBA’s open-
ing game at the Astrodome
between Nueva Ecija coached
by Joe Lipa and San Juan
under Philip Cezar at 2 p.m.
was preceded by rites televised
and broadcast over Channel
2, Studio 23 and all ABS-CBN
stations.

The PBA had livewire Gary
Valenciano, muses Joyce
Jimenez and Ara Mina, Ang
Dating Daon comic trio of
Brod Pete, the Hotdogs, Rico
J. Puno, Hajji and daughter
Rachel Alejandro. Charlene
Gonzales did a sexy dance
number at the MBA opener
at the Astrodbme in Pasay. At
Philsports was Olympian and
former PBA coach Carlos
Loyzugs and guest of honor
Robert Jaworski, the last of
the 1975 pioneers who sev-
ered ties with Ginebra San
Miguel.

e o o
BATA REYES PROVES

HE’S 9-BALL KING

Many billiard aficionados
rcgard Efren (Bata) Reyes the
best in the world. But his co-
member in the Philippines’
core billiard team, Django
Bustamante, won three of the
Camel Pro Billiard Series
Eight tournament and emerged
as No. 1 player and the Bil-
liards Magazine choice of
Player of the Year.

Reyes scored decisive wins
in the ESPN Ultimate 9-Ball
Challenge at Disney World in
Orlando, Florida by defeating
Taiwan’s Kun-fang Lee, the
1998 Challenge of Champi-
ons winner, 7-3, in the Cham-
pions’ Shootout which gave
him the $40,000 prize.

Then Efren defeated
Dennise Hatch, 7-1, in the
Ultimate Challenge final for
the $25,000 prize. His victory
was a significant comeback
from his lone major US tour-
nament win: the South Jer-
scy 10-ball Open in June,

Reyes defeated No. 2
Hatch, C.J. Wiley of the US,
7-2, and disposed of Django
Bustamante, 7-4, in the semi-
finals. In the Ultimate Chal-
lenge Match, he defeated
Hatch decisively, 7-1.

Hatch had advanced by
beating the temperamental
Earl Strickland, ,7-5, in the
other semifinal before defeat-
ing Taiwan’s Kun-fang Lee.

The other members of
Team Philippines are Rodolfo
(Boy) Luat; Jose (Amang)
Parica and Leonardo (Dodong)

Andam.
L] L ] L]

TYSON BACK IN JAIL

His hands .with two sets of
cuffs behind his back, Mike
Tyson, 32, said: “‘Jail would
mean | would lose every-
thing.”” But in kicking one
motorist and punching another
in & minor three-car accident
in Gaithersburg, Maryland
Aug. 31, Judge Stephen
Johnson called it “‘a tragic
example of lethal road rage.”’

Tyson had lost his boxing
license for biting Evander
Holyficld’s ears in a 1997
championship bout. After a
successful comeback against
Francis Botha in his first fight
gince he lost his license, he
was scheduled to fight in Las
Vegas April 24 against an-
opponent to be determined.

But he has been sentenced
two years in jail on each
count, with one year sus-
pended, and fined $5,000.
Upon release will be on two
years probation and will per-
form 200 hours of community
service. The Nevada State
Athletic Commission decided
not to take further action on
Tyson since his license ex-
pires Dec. 31 and he will stay
in prison for a year.
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DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK, POULTRY ARE
ALSO VALUABLE GENETIC SOURCES

exotic species but also for domestic animals

CONSERVATION is also needed not just for

such as livestock and poultry.

The United Nations
Conference on Environ-
ment and Development
(UNCED), its Biodiver-
sity Convention and
Agenda 21, were the cata-
lyst for formally identify-
ing’ domestic animal di-
versity as a genuine and
important component of
global biodiversity.

The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)
has been recognized as the
most appropriate inter-
governmental body to
implement a global pro-
gramme for the conserva-
tion and management of
farm animal genetic re-
sources.

With the support of the
UN Environment Pro-
gramme and the European
Association of Animal
Production, FAQ has ini-
tiated a global inventory
and basic description of
domestic livestock breeds
worldwide.

As of mid-1995, the
global databank listed
3,882 breeds for 28 do-
mestic species, to be used
as a “‘Global Early Wam-
ing System for Animal
Genetic Resources.’”

The World Watch List
for Domestic Animal Di-
versity includes data on
3,882 breeds for 28 do-
mestic species. It con-
cludes that globally 30
percent of breeds are clas-
sified as endangered and
critical.

Among the critically
endangered animal breeds
identified are the North
Ronaldsay sheep of the
Orkney Islands off North-
ern Scotland that survive
exclusively on a diet of
seaweed; the Yakut cattle
of Northern Siberia that

withstand extreme fluctua-
tions of temperature with
little management; the
Olkuska sheep native to
southern Poland that are
exceptionally prolific and
sometimes produce litters
of five or six lambs; the
Javanese Zebu cattle that
are highly fertile, hardy
and resistant to tick in-
festation.

Worldwide, livestock
and poultry production,
including milk and eggs,
is the second most impor-
tant sector ($123 billion,
1987-89) of agriculture in
developing countries, af-

ter grain production ($147°

billion).

The gross value of milk
production alone ($45 bil-
lion) exceeds that of
wheat ($31 billion), beef
and buffalo meat ($24
billion) that of the devel-
oping world maize har-
vests ($20 billion).

Livestock and their
products contribute about
19 percent to the total
value of agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries produc-
tion in developing coun-
tries, or about 25 percent
to the value of agricultural
production. This calcula-
tion only includes the
output of priced commodi-
ties such as milk and
meat.

Under the Convention
on Biological Diversity
(CBD), states have sov-
ereign rights over their ge-
netic resources and au-
thority to determine who
may have access to them.
But there is no farm ani-
mal genetic resource
equivalent to this sover-
eignty.

“‘Given the growing
importance of the inter-

By ARMAND MAGUILAS
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national transfer and ex-

‘change of animal genetic

resources, it is important
that intergovernmental
mechanisms incorporating
farm animal genetic re-
sources be designed to
protect farmers” rights and
to ensure access and ex-
change consistent with
other genetic resources for
food and agriculture, says
FAO.

Like plants, animal ge-
netic resources can be
conserved both in labo-
ratories and the like out-
side protected arcas (ex
situ) and on-site (in situ).
Ex situ inyolves the pres-
ervation of animals in a
setting removed from their
normal habitat. It includes
‘‘cryogenic preservation
techniques’’ - the collec-
tion and freezing 1n lig-
uid nitrogen of animal
genetic resources in the
form of living semen, ova
or embryos; or the pres-
ervation of DNA seg-

COWS, CHICKEN: Genetic sources.

ments in frozen blood or
other tissues.

EX situ conservation in-
cludes the captive breed-
ing of wild or domesti-
cated species in zoos Of
other situations removed
from their indigenous en-
vironment. Ex situ con-
servation complements
conservation of live popu-
lations and provides a
safeguard when popula-
tion numbers are danger-
ously low.

Despite the potential of
new molecular technolo-
gies, however, scientists
are not yet able to artifi-
cially re-create extinct
animal breeds from bits
and pieces of frozen
DNA. The genetic diver-
sity of livestock can only
evolve in use -- and only
in use can it retain its
value for fulure genera-
tions.

« MNC Environment,
Science & Technology

News Service




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than jusl
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and turn them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

vAGe,

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games, A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

P
) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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Where is the P7.8 billion?

HE sum of P7.8 billion remitted by the Bases Conversion

and Development Authority for the Armed Forces mod-
ernization plan is too big an amount for former President Fidel
Ramos to cavalierly dismiss as having been diverted to the
general fund.

A mere Administrative Order 236 from Ramos or any other
President can not amend the law passed by Congress whose
original intent was to place the P7.8 billion in a trust fund for
the sole purpose of using it in modernizing the Armed Forces
of the Philippines.

In issuing AO 236 co-mingling the AFP fund with the general
fund, Ramos violated the original intent, Makati Rep. Joker
Arroyo told the House Good Government Committee meeting
on the past administration’s alleged technical malversation of
funds, particularly, the P7.8 billion.

However, the House committee chaired by Cagayan Rep.
Edgar Lara failed to indict Ramos for technical malversation
as the draft committee proposed.

Lara said his committee had established the ‘“main cul-
prit” was the disappearance of the P7.8 billion but did not
find fault with Mr. Ramos former Budget Sec. Salvador Enriquez
and former National Treasurer Caridad Valdehuesa. The panel
merely came out with a resolution that legislative measures be
imposed to prevent juggling of funds in the future.
~If there was juggling of funds as the committee concludes
with regard to the P7.8 billion by Ramos, Congressman Ar-
royo said the former President’s AO 236 diverting the Armed
Forces fund when he was President to the general fund was
an “impeachable offense.”

What happens now that Ramos is no longer President? At
first President Joseph Estrada made a show of having former
President Ramos investigated on the missing P7.8 billion. Ramos
claimed the P7.8 billion raised from the sale of Fort Bonifacio
(former Fort McKinley) property was deposited with the national
treasury and could be ordered released at any time.

But current Treasurer Leonor Briones and Budget Sec.
Benjamin Diokno attest the money is not there.

The Ramos administration left a bankrupt treasury so that
the Estrada government has to operate on deficit financing
and is scrounging for billion-dollar foreign loans in order to
run the government machine.

Will it now be the standard operating procedure for each
administration to bequeath a bankrupt treasury to the suc-
ceeding administration? If the Estrada administration does not
have the will to right the wrong of the past administration and
to prosecute the malefactors, despite the gargantuan loss and
a bankrupt treasury, who will?

The House has ventured to look into the P7.8 billion loss.
But after concluding Ramos’ Administrative Order 236 was to
blame for the disappearance of the P7.8 billion AFP fund, where
is the committee’s logic in recommending that the present

. government should the cost of AFP modernization?

What about the unaccounted for P7.8 billion?
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Between saying
and doing

CHRISTIANITY, George Bernard Shaw
Was qunlc-.i as saying, has larled because
it has never been tried. A hyperbole -- that
15, an exaggeration for emphusis

O course, Christiamity has been tried
but how few are those who have done so!

LLove your enemies? Bless them who curse
you? Pray fro them who spitefully use you?

[How can you do that unless you're God’s
man? And how many are God's people on
earth?

| believe in Christianity, | believe it's
God, and God alone, who has the right to
take life away. ‘‘Vengeance is mine..."

Stating one’s belief and doing 1t are two
different things, however. As the Spaniards
would say it, “‘Del dicho al hecho hay gran
trecho ** There is a big gap between saying
and doing.)

I say this is a postscript to the first lethal-
injection death of a convict last January 5

| say this, too, as the son and brother of

two victims of a cold-blooded murder. I'm
referring to my mother and a younger brother
who were repeatedly stabbed to death early
in the morning of Sept. 8, 1997.

One in my shoes may want to heed
Christ's command, but suppose he meets

ONE’S WORTH

the murderers now? Must he smile at them?
Or just avoid them?

I don't know what I'll do. | just hope
and pray I'm spared from the situation. '
[ E 3 3 N

After Erap apologized to the head of the
second most numerous church in the Phil-
ippines for the bungling of the former's 007s
which almost caused the deaths of three
church members, someone asked me: If
Echegaray was a member of this politically
powerful group, would Erap have done what
he did to the convicted rapist?

Good guestion.

Only Erap, aside from God, can answer
that.

(Z AR ]

“‘I’ve said here that one of the misfor-
{unes of the *‘Centennial of Philippine Inde-
pendence’ is the veneration of so-called heroes
of Philippine Independence led by Rizal..”

The italicized portion was missing from
last week’s column.

We Forum
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Nagsisising
naging Pilipino

‘“Nagsisisi akong naging Pilipino ako. Ayaw
ko nang maging Pilipino.”” Ito ang sinabi ni
Zeny Echegaray sa isang press conference na
idinaog sa Cypress Cafe ng National Center
for Philippine Media (NCPM) sa West Ave-
nue, lunsod Quezon. Namumugto pa ang mata
ni Zeny. Mararamdaman ang matinding sama
pa ng loob sa mga oras na "yon. Sabado noon,
pasado alas-diyes ng umaga, ika-6 ng Pebrero,
ilang oras matapos bitayin si Leco Echegaray,

“‘Parang naramdaman kong buhay pa si
Leo pagkaraang ihatid ang bangkay niya sa
bahay nila sa may Roosevelt Avenue, Quezon
City. Parang narinig kong hiniling niyang idikit
ko ang noo sa noo niya. Ginawa Ko ’yon.
Lumuha siya. Pinagpapawisan pa ang buo
niyang katawan. Kaya lalo akong nagalit at
nalungkot. Ipinapatay siya ng mga Pilipinong
uhaw sa dugo. Ipinapatay nila ang isang taong
walang kasalanan. Dahil ba si Leo ay mahirap
lang na Pilipino?”’

Ayon jkay Zeny, isang linggo lang ang

hearing at hinatulan na ng yumaong Hukom
Maximiano Asuncion na noo’y naghahanda
“sa pagtakbo bilang kongresista sa Cavite.
Ninala ng abogado ni Leo na bigay na
pamahalaan, ang Public Attorney’s Office
(PAO), sa Court of Appeals ang kaso, ngunit
si Asuncion ay na-appoint sa Appeals court
at siya rin ang humawak ng reveiw. Wika
nga ni Zeny, isang hujom lang ang nagpataw
ng parusang kamatayan at nagrebyu ng hatol,
““tama ba ito,”’ tanong ni Zeny?

Sa isang episode ng ‘‘Discovery channel”’
sa cable TV, tinalakay do’n ang pagiging "di
makato ng lethal injection. Ang kaagad na
namamatay lamang sa Kalawan ay ang pusong
nilason. Ngunit buhay pa rin ang mga senses
o pandama. Nakakaramdam, nakaririnig, at
nakakakita,

Idinagdag pa ni Zeny na buhay pa ang
kaliwang mata ni Leo nang iuwi ang bangkay
nito sa bahay nila sa Roosevelt dahil kumikibot-
kibot pa ang kaliwang mata nito at nang idilat
nila ay gumagalaw pa ito. Hindi umano
pinaimbalsamo ng pamilya ang bangkay ni
Leo pagkaraang bitayin.

Hihilingin ni Kongresista ng Agusan del
Sur Roan Libarios sa mababang kapulungan
na repasuhin ang naging proseso ng paglalapat
ng parusa kay Leo. Maaaring may miscar-
riage ng justice sa kasong ito. Dapat malaman
ng bayan kung sino talaga ang may kasalanan
sa pangyayaring ito, ani Libarios

Samantals, patuloy ang pagdagsa ng mga
taong naokikiramay sa pagpatay kay leo. Mga
grupong tutol sa death penally at “yung
naniniwalang walang Kasalanan si Leo, Lalo
na yong mga kapitbahay, kababata, kaibigan
ni Leo na kilala ang pagkatao ni Leo na 1sang
simple, mahirap na pintor ng mga bahay. Isang
Pilipinong kumuha ng arkitektura ngunit hindi
nakatapos dahil sa kahirapan.

Sa mga darating na araw, marami pang
bibitayin ang pamahalaan. Kabilang ang isang
lalaking pipi at bingi at isang babac na
““utusan’’ ng mga drug lords. Ngunit ang
tanong ng maraming Pilipino ay nasa’n ang
mga drug lords na sumira sa libu-libong utak
ng mga kabataan at Pilipino na kadalasang

Land of infinite 1gnorance

MY family circle of pseudo-scientists has
warned me: unless I get off my high horse
of low intensity technology, I am going to be
exiled to the Land of Infinite Moronic Igno-
rance.

““In less than ten years, the scientific
landscape will have undergone changes so
overwhelming that people who ignore the
warning signs will have fo put up or get off

the bus,”” my son Louie said. **Get yoursell

tuned in on the new technology or run the
risk of being asked to write a Centennial story
on your boyhood days with Dr. Jose Rizal."’
My granddaughter Nia put in: *“You might
also stop using Wordstar and switch to Java
or Windows. Lolo, let's face it: if you can‘t
fight them, don’t knock them. Their bite is
stronger than your bark.™’
LE L L

I pondered over those endearments and
struck my own personal balance sheet. In my
younger days, | had prided myself on my public
tolerance as a backyard Leonardo da Vinci or
a renaissance Herodotus. I had had a serpen-
tine interest in typhoon technology, herbal
medicine, table-top agriculture. I had had
someone look up the Internet for the phar-
macological components of the expensive
hardening drug known as Viafra. I found
nothing new, except that Biafra, a Nigerian
subprovince where revolution had once raged,
did not invent it. I had subscribed to Popular
Mechanics, National Geographic and Sky Cable
Guide, I had, in short, swam the seas of
technology as much as my eyesight and waking
hours would allow. And I was still at 1t

Now, despite this haphazard scientific
background, my own flesh and blood was
pinpointing certain geriatric quirks and ac-
cusing me of being hopelessly behind the
technological times. True or false? | asked
myself. And if so. why not?

I thought my distrust of certain new tech-
nologies and computerized gadgetry was well-
founded. In fact I thought some of the usages
to which New Wave gurus had put the com-
puter chip to use were absurdly illogical 1f
not downright extravagant. What, lor instance,
could be possibly gained from computing a
high GNP (gross national product) if the rest
of the country lived like paupers? What was
the sense behind the proliferation of cellular
telephones when you had to memorize ten
numbers -- and you can barely remember six
or seven? What would the world gain by having
a remote control gadget turn on the Kitchen
oven while the owner was stewing in bumper-
to-bumper EDSA traffic?

I remembered the computer crime story |
read, where a man shut into his house by
iliness froze to death because the computer-
ized billing system insisted he had not paid
his bill, when in fact he did, He couldn’t
even use his telephone to call tor help be-
cause his line had been cut by the same oclopus
controlling both utilities. I recalled also the
couple on whom Lady Luck played a maca-
bre trick by misplacing millions they did not
own into their bunk account, They not only

had to give it back. They got punished too.
’ kRS

itinulak ng droga sa paggawa ng Karumaldumal
na krimen? Bakit hindi pa sila inthaharap sa
hukuman at hinahatulan? Nasa's si Alfredo
Tiongeo, uang umanong mayaman al
makapangyarihang drug lord sa bansa na nasa
kamay na ng mga alagad ng batas ngunit tila
malabong iharap sa Korte?

Maraming umuunawa ss mga binigkas ni
Zeny tungkol sa pagka-Pilipino niya. Nabigkas
niya ‘yon sa malinding sama ng loob sa
pagkawala ng muhal niya sa buhay. Ang sa
paniwala niya'y walang Kasalunan ung asawa
niva -- si Leo Echegaray, isang mahirap na
Pilipino.

No doubt, computerized science has made
life (and global profits) more bearable. Crop
needs can be figured, human diseases located
or diagnosed, taxpayers lists rolled up, etc.,
ad nauseam. But the problem is that we have
not been told the limitations. We won’t even
know if, at some nightmarish point in the
future, politicians will be using electronic
wizardry to erase crime, poverty, contrariness
among the Opposition or whatever

Sure, they might eliminate some bad things,
But like the pesticides of recent years, what
good things will they erase as well?

ERERR

My family computer circle admits that com-
puter centers, or whatever their updated ver-
sions might become, are vulnerable to natu-
ral hazards as well as physical attack, to heat,
fires. or whatever. | feel some people in the
industry who have hurdled the YK2 centen-
nial nightmare are aware of other dangers -
- at the present time, not in the next-to-the-
next millennium. But they can’t or won't tell
us. Maybe they don’t really know.

So here we are. holdouts in a void of elec-
tronic and technological mystery. Lacking pre-

EARTHMAN

cise handbooks on how to understand today’s
and tomorrow’s expanding frontiers of sci-
ence. We are forced to leave sectors of our
population in abysmal scientific limbo. We
may have to ask the Senate to quit haggling
about the US-Philippine Visiting Forces
Agreement (VFA). VFA might be amended
to include a few paragraphs making it man-
datory for the Americans to lift us out of the
profound technological darkness in which we
are immersed.

Of course, this agenda could backfire. The
Americans may know what makes the new
sciences work for them. But will they know
what it will take for those sciences to work
for us?

MACONDRAY FINANCE CORPORATION,
Marigagee/s
Versus
SPS. JUANITO PATENA & HERMINIA
PATENA,
Mortgagor(s
X X

Republic of the Philippines
Reglonal Trial Court
Fourth Judicial Reglon

Merong, Rizal

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Foreclosure No. D07-88

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF A REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS, AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

Upon extrajudicial petition for sale under Act 3135 as amended by Act 4118 filed by MACONDRAY FINANCE COR-

PORATION with postal address a1 2iF Macondray Centre 2263 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City, sgainst Sps. Juanito
Patefia & Herminia Patefia, with postal address al 3148 Guillermo Dikit St., Bagumbayan, Fililla, Rizal, to satisly the
morigage indebtedness which as of July 7, 1998, amounts to One Million Seven Hundred Twenty One Thousand Eight
Hundred Eighty Three & 84/100, (P1,721,863.84), excluding penalties, charges, allorney's fee and expenses of loreclosure,
the EX.OFFICIO Sheriff of Regional Trial Court, Morong, Rizal, thru the undersigned Sherilf or har duly authorized Deputy
will sell at public suction on Feb. 24, 1899, at 10:00 A.M. or soon therealter ot the main enlrance of the Office of the |
Clerk of Court and Ex-Ollicio Sherilf, Justice Hall Building San Pedro, Morong, Rizal. to the highest bidder, for cash and
in Philippine currency, the following propertyfies with el its improvements, to wit:

ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO M-5684

Lot 447C-A CSD.04-007880:D Beginning at a pt. 1" of Lot 4470-A CSD-04.007860-0, being N. 81-02 E. 153-47
M. from BLLM No. 1, csd 607-D thence §. 144 W. 13.28 m, to pt. 2 N, 78:00 W. 22.05 m, to pt. 3, N. 1826 E. 11.89
m 1o pt. 4; §. B1:57 E. 21.25 m. to the pt. 1, to pt. of beginning Containing an area of TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE
{271) square meters. All pis. relerred 1o are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground as follows pis. 1 &
2 by P.S. and the rest by Old PS cyl. conc. mons, Bounded on E slong line 1.2 by Lot 4470-B Cad.04.007880-D on the
SE, slong line 2-3 by Lot 4463, Cad, 607.0 on the W., slong line 3.4 by Brgy. Road and on the NE. along line 4-1 by
Lot 4471, Cad 607-D.

This lot was surveyed in accordance with law ond existing rules and regulations promulgated thereunder by Ernesto
F. Reyes Geodetic Engineer, on March 25, 1979 and was approved on Februnry 9, 1989,

NOTE: This lof is identical to Lot B110, Cad 607-D, Case 5, ond is coversd by F.P.A. No. D45810:5,

ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. M-5277

Lot 4470.C Plan CSD-04.007880.0. Beginning at pt. marked 1" of Lot 4470.C, CSD-04.007880 D, being N. B3-09-
E. 174.63 m. lrom BLLM # 1 Csd 607:D, Pililla Cad. to Corner 1, thence S. 81-57 E. 21.05 m. to p! 2, 8. 2-36-E. 36.54
m. o pt, 3, S. B2-30 E. 6265 m, to pt. 4, S. 309 W. 48.32 m_ io pt. 5 N. 8712 W 16.15 m. 1o pt. 6; N. 76:14
W. 3416 m, to pt. 7; N, 7454 W. 1435 m, to pt. B; N. 8440 W, 14,74 m. 1o p1. 9; S. 69-56 W. 7.64 m. to pt. 10;
N. 1037 E. 11.94 m. to pt. 1, 1o pt. of beginning. Containing an area of EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTEEN (817) square
melers

All pts. relerred to are indicated on the plan end are marked on the ground as follows: pts. 1 by P.S. and the rest
by old P/S. cyl. conc. mons. Bounded on the N. along lines 1:2-3 by lot 4471 Cad 607-D; on the E. along line 4.5 by
Lot 4467, Cad 607-D, on the SW., along lines §-6-7-8-9:10 by Existing Road (3.50 M. wide) and on the W. along line
101 by Lot 44708, CSD.04.007880.D; Bearings grid

This lot was surveyed in accordance with law and existing rules and regulations promulgated thereunder by Jose D.
Sumulong, Geodetic Engineer, on January 2, 1989 and was approved on Februory 9, 1989,

NOTE: This fot Is Identical to lot 8112 Csd BOBD, und is covered by F.F.A. No. (V1) 17368,

Prospective buyers may investigate for themselves 1he (itle horeabove described and encumbrances thereon, il any
there be.

Morong, Rizal, Jonuary 21, 1999

FOR THE EX-OFFICID SHERIFF
(Sgd.) RESTITUTO B. SORIAND
Sharifl: Incharge
Copy lurnished:
Nelson Y. Ng - Macondray Fin. Corp., Am. 915 Cityland 10 Towaer |, H.V. dela Costa St., Salcedo Village, Maketl City
Sps. Juanito Potefin & Herminia Patefa, 9148 Guillermo Dikit St.. Bagumbayen, Pililla, Rizal

WE FORUM
Feb. 1, B8 & 16, 1988
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¢ DEPARTMENT STORES RESORT TO HIRING CONTRACTUAL

WORKERS COMING FROM PARTICULAR RELIGIOUS SECT

BIG department stores
have resorted to hiring con-
tractual employees and work-
ers coming from a particular
religious sect to prevent the
damages that organized labor
" unions can bring to them.

A research study commis-
sioned by the Congressional
Planning and Budget Office

(CPBO) has revealed that top
retail stores such as ShoeMart
of Henry Sy, Rustan’s of
former Ambassador Bienve-
nido Tantoco, Isctann’s of
John Go, Robinson’s of John
Gokongwei, and Gotesco of
Roger Go and family employ
a greater number of their sales
clerks on a contractual basis,

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

either through the company or
employment agencies. '

The study said the periods
of employment of contractual
employees range from a month
to five and a half months of
work, and these employees are
replaced by another set of
contractual workers for the
same jobs at varying months.

MANGROVES, locally
known as bakawan, offer
countless benefits for both
nature and human beings.
Thus, the government’s de-
cision to implement the ban
on mangrove conversions,
though a long awaited move,
is welcome.

Forestry experts of the
Department of Science and
Technology-Philippine
Council for Agriculture, Fo-
restry and Natural Resources
Researdh and Development
(DOST-PCARRD) say that
the degradation of man-
groves makes the country

phoons, and strong winds.
This is one of the reasons
why typhoons and floods
nowadays are becoming
more destructive even in
areas formerly impenctrable
by nature’s wraths.
According to DOST-
PCARRD experts, man-
groves serve as shelterbelts
that protect our coastlines
and coastal communities
from the onslaught of tidal
waves and typhoons. Their
crowns and stems collec-
tively serve as physical
barrier that weaken the ad-
verse effects of strong winds.
Meanwhile, their deep and
highly specialized root sys-
tems trap and hold sediments
and siltations from the up-
lands, prevent coastal and
riverbank erosions, enhance
clarity of coastal waters, and
favor the growth of corals.
As printed in the book
entitled ‘‘Mangrove Produc-
tivity,”"  published by

mangroves to fishponds
poses more threats than it
does good to fishery, because
of the following reasons:
» Fishpond conversion
strips off the mangrove
vegetation, thus depriving
the fishes of their habitat,
refuge and feeding grounds;
« Most of the fishes and
other marine organisms lay
their eggs on the mangrove

vulnerable to tsunamis, ty- .

PCARRD, the conversion of

MANGROVE CONVERSIONS DO
MORE HARM THAN GOOD

By BENGIE GIBE

i i p )

o

roots under water, feed on the
detritus (debris), then later
transfer to the sea during their
adult stage. Thus, fishery
experts touted mangrove as the
‘‘mother of the sea,”” since it
nurses the fishes from the
larval stage to adult stage; and

+« Mangrove generates a
high level of organic matter
which provide the needed
nutrients in surrounding wa-
ter and necarshores. Experls
have reported that for every
hectare of mangrove area
denuded, there is an equivg-
lent 1.08 ton reduction in fish
catch.

Mangroves also serve as a
source of livelihood to many.
Some of its benefits are as
follows:

« Mangrove trees are used
as materials in building house,
ship and boat,

+« The wood of mangrove
can be used as firewood and
charcoal, Experts say that the
heating value of charcoal
derived from Rhizophora, a
mangrove tree species, is

LONELY SENTINEL: One ‘bakawan.'

comparable to that of coco-
nut shell charcoal;

» The stumps arc used as
driftwood for ornamental
purposes;

= The bark is used to tan
fish nets and garments and
the wood can be ground for
the production of rayon,
resin and alcohol,

« Some species of man-
groves had been identified
as excelleni for paper and
pulp making owing to their
high content of holocellulose
and pentosans; and

« Medicines can be taken
from the trees to cure ul-
cers, epilepsy, diarrhea and
insect bites.

There arc more and more
ecological and economic
benefits that can be derived
from mangroves. However,
people must learn to protect
and conserve the remaining
mangrove forests, and must
renew and enhance their pro-
ductivity and sustainability
before it is too late. (S&T
Media Service)

This is less than the prescribed
six months probationary pe-
riod prescribed under the law.

*“Their services are termi-
nated when their jobs are no
longer required, most cspe-
cially during the off season
where there are less shop-
pers,”’ the study said, adding
that even San Miguel Corp.,
commercial banks, food cor-
porations and other service-
oriented businesses hire em-
ployees on a contractual ba-
sis.

The study also pointed out
that the hiring of contractual
workers are most often prac-
ticed during Christmas, the
peak season for department
stores. Almost all the regular
employees of these department
and grocery stores are mem-
bers of legitimate labor unions
definitely not pro-manage-
ment.

Legitimate labor unions

dominate the department
stores. In some branches of
the Gotesco and the Isetann’s,
however, there are pro-man-
agement labor unions.

To get rid of anti-manage-
ment labor unions, most of
the department stores are
replacing resigning permanent
and labor union employces
with contractual workers. This
has resulted in the dwindling
of numbers as far as labor
union members are concerned.

The study also pointed out
that aside from hiring contrac-
tual employees to get rid of
labor unions and the damages
that they may possibly bring,
the department stores have
resorted to giving hiring pref-
erences to a particular reli-
gious sect.

Since 1988, ShoeMart has
exclusively hired employees
belonging to the Iglesia ni
Cristo (INC). If ever they

would not belong to the INC,
they should be highly recom-
mended by the VIPs of the
department store.

This has resulted in pre-
venting strikes in the depart-
ment store, the study said. The
INC has declared that INCs
should not join any strike or
be a member of any labor
union,

The study cited Rustan’s
as having a well-satisfied
laborer when it comes to
working conditions and fringe
benefits as reflected through
the number of its regular
working force and the num-
ber of years that they have
been working for the com-
pany.

Rustan’s management also
gives to non-labor union
members whatever the labor
union members receive in any
of their divisions or branches.
(MNC)

- Versus -

morning of soon thereafter,

OFFICE OF

SUPERMAX PHILIPPINES INC.,

represented by its General Manager

Charles H.C. Yang a.k.a. Hou Ching Yang

and Sps. Kao Te Ming and Kao Yang Lai-Fu
Respondent/mortgagor.

No. T-38178, executed by SP
in favor of UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK,
indebtedness amounting to PESOS: FOUR MILLION
SAND SIX HUNDRED THIRTEEN

undersigned Notary public for and
cerned and to the public in general that on

Makati City, he will sell at public auc

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
THE NOTARY PUBLIC

MAKATI CITY

UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK,

Petitioner/mortgagee.
EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT. 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to the terms of the Real Estate Mortgage dated August 22, 1997 for CCT
S, KAO TE MING and KAO YANG LAI-FU, debtor-mortgagors,
lender-mortgagee, to satisfy the mortgage
SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY SIX THOU-
& 91/100 (P4,766,613.91) Fhilippine Currency owing to
the lender-mortgagee, plus interests, penalty and other charges, attorney’s fees and other
necessary expenses together with all lawful fees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the
in Makati City hereby gives notice to all parties con-
18 February 1999 at 10:00 o'clock In the
Main Entrance of the Municipal Building of
tion to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Philippine
Currency, the following described condominium unit with all its improvements, to wit:

in front of the

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 3g178

Unit No,

Makati City, 20 January

Copy Furnished:

Bangkal, Makatl City

305 located on the

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the titles to the
said condominium unit and encumbrances therean, it any.

1999,

(Sgd.) ATTY. ALBERTO P. MARTINEZ

PTA NO, 9142088: 1-04-99: Makati City
103 D. Asuncion Complex
2742 Zenaida St.,

Unit

Charles H. C, Yang a.k.s, Hou Ching Yang
Sps. Kao Te Ming and Kao Yang Lai-fu
SUPERMAX PHILIPPINES INC.

No. 1102 Cianno Plaza Condominium

cor. General Marcardo & Capt. M. Reyes St.

3rd floor of the CLANNO PLAZA CONDOMINIUM COR-
PORATION, Makati City, consisting of 129 square meters more or less.

Notary Public

1210 Makatl City
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THE present high price
of onions illustrate the sea-
sonality of onlon production
when prices shoot up dur-
ing the lean months.

A temporary glut during
peak harvest months brings
down prices.

But these are nothing
new to price-weary consum-
ers. What is remarkable is
the fact that onions still
follow the traditiomal long
chain of marketing.

The chain extends
through the hands of Ma-
nila-based Chinese-Filipino
businessmen, from remote
onion farms all the way to
wholesalers and retailers in
the marketplaces of Manila,
Baguio, the Visayas and
Mindanao.

The major production
arcas are Central Luzon and
the llocos region which
supply 97 percent of total
production

Onions can be grown at
an elevation of more than
1,000 feet above sea level
For good bulb production,
onion favors windy and cool
weather with sufficient soil
moisture during the veg-
etable stage and relatively
dry during its ripening
stage.

Several onion varieties
are adaptable to local con-
ditions. Foreign varieties
well-adapted for commercial
planting are India Red
Globe, Yellow Bermuda, Ex-

WHY ONION
PRICES ARE UP

cel 1986, White Granex, Texas
Early Grano, Yellow Granex,
and Red Creole. The latter
two comprise about two-thirds
of the country's annual on-
ion harvest.

But the major reason for
declining production is that
the areas planted to onions
are decreasing.

According to Department
of Agriculture figures, onion
production decreased by an
average of two percent a year,
from 65,300 metric tons in
1989 to 60,211 mt in 1993.

Production areas de-
creased by 0.3 percent, from
6,547 hectares to 6,425 has in
the same period. Production
per hectare also decreased by
1.5 percent, from 9.97 mt/ha
in 1989 to 9.37 mt/ha in 1993.

To avoid the effects of
seasonal gluts, farmers and
traders use cold storage fa-
cilities to extend the onion's
shelf life and preserve its
quality. According to the
National Postharvest Institute
for Research and Extension

(NAPHIRE), processing on- .

ion, especially when there is
an oversupply, should be
considered to stabilize supply
and prices.

NAPHIRE recommends
that onion bulbs should be
allowed to mature fully in the
field before they are suitable
for long-term storage. Onions
are maturced when neck tis-
sues begin to soften and the
tops have fallen or nearly

ready to fall even when the
leaves are still green.

For the ideal storage of
onions, the roots should be
trimmed right after harvest
or one day after drying them
under the sun. Cut about 65
centimeters from the bulb.

Onions should be dried
in cool, clean dry place with
good air circulation for one
to two weeks or until the
neck are properly placed.
Abrupt drying results high
moisture content of stored
onion and creates a wel
warm condition favorable
for the development of or
organisms and black-powder
fungus.

For ordinary storage,
onions be kept in a shed with
several compartments with
bamboo slots flooring to
provide better air move-
ment. For cold storage,
wooden crates or bags
should be arranged with
enough space to allow free
circulation of cold air to
reach the onions in all sides
and to facilitate inspection
and monitoring. (MNC Agri
News Service)

CABBAGE FARMS DOWN

THE number of Philippine
farms planted with cabbage 15
dwindling, which 1s probably
one of the major reasons why
the price of the vegetable is
currently expensive.

The other reasons undeni-
ably could be the unusual
weather brought about by the
El Nifio drought and the La
Nifia rains

But, according to Philip-
pine Council for Agriculture,
Forestry and Natural Re-
sources Rescarch and Devel-
opment (PCARRD), the cab-
bage production area actually
declined by 20 percent [rom
10,677 hectares (has.) in 1994
to 8,529 has. in 1995

Consequently, cabbage
production volume decreased
by 14 percent from 151,340
metric tons (mt) to 129,987
mt during the same period

Production declined at an
average rate of 8.3 percent
from 1993 to 1995, The av-
erage production from 1991
to 1995 was 151,629 mt

In spite of the erratic trend
in area and volume, vield was
invariably pegged at 15 mt per
hectare from 1991 to 1995.

The Cordillera Administra-
tive Region accounted for 80.8
percent of the natonal pro-
duction in 1995, followed by
Central Visayas (4.1 percent)
and Southern Mindanao (2.9
percent). For the last five years
prior to 1997, the Cordille-
ras was the consistent major
producer of cabbage, account-
ing for 85.3 percent of the
total production .

From 1994 to 1996, cab-
bage was mostly imported in
fresh and chilled forms, with
average imports of 33.6 mt
The highest volume imported
in the three-year period was
72 mt in 1994 valued at
$10,800. This decreased in
1996 with an astronomical
drop, according to PCARRD,
of 97 percent

Australia supplied about 80
percent of the local require-
ments for fresh and chilled

cabbage 1n 1995-96. In 1996,
the country also imported 11
(Page 11, please)

RESIDUES FROM VET DRUGS
COULD AFFECT HUMAN HEALTH

VETERINARY drugs administered in
animal feeds may enter the food chain,
posing potential health risks to humans

If the concentration used results in meat
and eggs with residues exceeding the es-
tablished Maximum Residue Limits, there
may be a potential risk to human health,
says the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO).

The potential hazards may include ex-
cessive residue levels of herbicides, pes-
ticides, and fungicides and industrial or
other extrancous contaminants such as the
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and
heavy metals including mercury, lead, or
cadmium. Cereals and treated sceds are
the most likely source of these contami-
nants,

The most significant hazards to human
health are those chemicals that accumu-
late in animal tissues or are excreted in
milk or become incorporated in eggs at
levels in excess of established limits for
pesticides or maximum levels for contami-
nants in a food or feed, FAO says.

In general terms, FAO recognizes that
there are risks arising from foodborne
hazards that enter the food chain via feeds,

However. on balance, FAO says, the
risk of these hazards was low in com-
parison to foodborne hazards that origi-
nate from other sources.

The risks from Salmonella, for example,
may be considerably greater during pro-
cessing of carcasses and subscquent ani-
mal product processing. The exposure to
mycotoxins is far greater from eating
contaminated cereal grains than from eating
foods derived from animals fed contami-
nated grains.

Feed and feed ingredicnts should be
obtained and preserved in a stable con-

dition so as to prevent hazardous effects
due to contamination or deterioration, FAQ
says. When received, for example, feeds
should be in good condition and meet
generally accepted quality standards.

Preservation can be facilitated by low
temperature storage, ensiling, dehydration
or the addition of appropriate chemicals.
Pastcurization also reduces the numbers
of most pathogens. Maintaining low water
activity will minimize bacterial and fun-
gal growth,

Good Manufacturing Practices and strict
quality control should be followed at all
times, FAO says,

Only products licensed for administra-
tion to food producing animals should be
used and the withholding time should be
observed before milk or eggs are used
for food or animals are sent for slaugh-
ter,

FAO says 11 1s essential that the levels,
of agricultural chemicals in feed are suf-
ficiently low that their concentration in
food is consistently below the established

maximum residue limits such as those -

limits established :
Feeds contaminated with mycotoxins
in excess of established natlonal maxi-
mum levels or international established
maximum levels, should not be fed to
animals producing milk, cggs or other
tissues used for human consumption.
Grain and cereals should be stored un-
der conditions of low moisture. Mold in-
hibitors can be added to reduce fungal
growth : ;
Mycotoxin contaminated grains can be
used for alternative purposes such as al-
cohol production, but by-products that
result should not be fed to food produc-
ing animals. (MNC Agri News Service)
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*MT. MAKILING THREATENED BY RESORTS

By PAUL ICAMINA

LOS BANOS -- Subdi-
visions and resorts threaten
the Makiling Forest Re-
serve, the only remaining
natural rainfarest close to

Manila,

Only 55 percent of the
Makiling Forest Reserve, in
fact, remains covered with
forests.

MT. MAKILING: Endangered.

The rest have been con-
verted into plantations,
farms, and open grasslands.
Illegal gathering of plants
and animals in the reserve
remains a problem.

Over the past 10 years,
there has been a rapid an-
nual population growth rate
of 20 percent compared
with the national average
of 2.3 percent.

Meanwhile, only about
15 forest guards patrol the
4,244-hectare reserve, or
about one guard per 250
hectares.

According tot he Lake
Environment Social Mobi-
lization Program (LESMP),
Mt. Makiling is importan!
because it provides water
for domestic and industrial
uses and for irrigation tot
‘he towns of Bay, Calauan,
Calamba, Los Barfios, and
Alaminos in Laguna and
Tanauan and Sto. Tomas in
Batangas.

Besides being a habitat
for a wide variety of sci-
entifically  significant
plants, Mt. Makiling also
serves as a research labo-
ratory for the University of
the Philippines Los Barios
(UPLB). In 1990, the gov-
ernment handed over com-
plete control over the re-
serve to UPLB.

According to the
LESMP, Mt. Makiling is
recognized worldwide as a
““Vaviloy Center’” where
thousands of species have
thrived for thousands of
years.

The number of plant spe-
cies in Mt. Makiling, for

MERCURY POISONING. . . @wompsse 2

tions of 10 to 60 parts per
billion (ppb) of mercury, well
above the 2 ppb acceptable
standard set by the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR).

Sediment samples made by
a Mindanao State University
Iligan medical mission in mid-
1997 to Monkayo, Mt.
Diwalwal also showed mer-
cury concentraitons of 10 to
.90 micrograms per gram ex-

ceeding the standard 0.1
micrograms per gram.

The test results of mercury

blood level from 260 persons
showed that 90 percent were
found positive for contamina-
tion above 5.5 ppb, the ref-
crence limit for people not
exposed to mercury. A 36-
year-old farmer had the high-
est level at 247 pob.

Out of 58 children tested,
80 percent were found con-
taminated with the highest
reading for an 11 year old boy
at 130 ppb, according to the
medical mission headed by Dr,
Myrna S. Mahinay.

At 18 ppb blood level,

mercury poisoning symptoms
which appear already require
emergency medical interven-

tion at a cost ol up to P25,000

per patient, said Dr. Roger T
Esguerra, Deparment of Neuro
Psychiatry, Veterans Memo-
rial Center

The health implications are
awesome, Esguerra, a mem-
ber of the PCSD, told a semi-
nar on the Minamata disease
convened by the DENR and
the Environment Agency of
Japan. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

example, exceeds that
found in the whole of
Canada. It is a diverse
forest containing 225 plant
families, 945 genera, 2,038
species, 19 subspecies, 167
varieties, and many other
cultivated varieties of plants
and ferns.

With clevations from
100 meters to 1,143 meters
above sea level, the reserve
comprises only about 20
percent of Mt. Makiling,

About 65 kilometers
southeast of Manila, Mt

Makiling is a favorite bo-
tanical park and is well-
known for the hot sprints
in nearby resorts. Its un-
derground water, in fact,
powers a geothermal power
plant in Bay town.

The LESMP is currently
mobilizing concerned com-
munities in managing, re-
habilitating, and protecting
Laguna de Bay and Mt.
Makiling.

It is spearheading the ba-
sin approach to lake-river
rehabilitation and manage-

ment with community par-
ticipation.

UPLB has drawn up a
program to conserve the
Makiling Forest Reserve.
With the partnership of
Makiling communities, the
program will be responsible
for the reforestation and
rehabilitation of open and
denuded areas. It will also
establish, manage, and de-
velop botanical gardens,
parks, and recreation areas,
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

CABBAGE FARMS DOWN. . . @onpage 10

mt of dried and powdered
cabbage from China valued at
£92,000. This processed prod-
uct constitutes 83.9 percent
of all cabbage imports in
1996.

Although a temperate crop,
cabbage varieties with a wide
range of adaptability are cur-
rently available. At present,
there are four varicties ap-
proved and released for com-
mercial production: KK Cross,

KY Cross, Copenhagen Mar-
ket, and Marion Market. These
hybrid varieties yield from 10
to 20 tons per hectare,

Other popular varieties are
Cabuko, Scorpio, N-S Corss,
F1 Stone Head. Rareball,
Resist Crown, and Haya.

Production cost per hect-
are runges from P50.000 to
P60,000 (1997 prices). Poten-
tial yield is 50 to 60 tons per
hectare,

With an average yield of
20 tons per hectare sold ~ in
1997 -- at farmgate prices of
P2 to P5 (regular season) and
P10 to P15 (off-scason), gross
icomes range from P40,000-
100,000 to P200,000-3000.00

Net incomes are P40,000
during the regular seasons and
P120,000 during the off-sca-
son, according to PCARRD.

* MNC Agri News
Service

IN RE: PETITION FOR ADO
OF HANNAH KAl SANTOS

HERBERT C. MARTINEZ,

Herbert C, Martinez.

REPUBLIC OF
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PARANAQUE CITY
BRANCH 260

PTION
TANAKA

Patitioner.

ORDER

This is a petition for adoption of the minor Hannah Kai Santos Tanaka filed by petitioner

Patitioner alleges that he is of legal age, married and residing at No. 410 Dama de

THE PHILIPPINES

Sp. Proc. No. 98-03

Noche Streat, Perpetual Village, Paranaque City; that on July 20, 1996 he married Marivic
B. Santos who before marrying him had a child in the name of Hannah Kai Santos Tanaka;
that petitioner has a child with Marivic Santos In the name of Miguel Paulo Martinez born
on Octoboer 19, 1996 that Hannah Kal S. Tanaka is under the petitioner's care and
custody since November 1995 up to the present; that considering that Hannah is an
illegitimate child of petitioner’s wife, he wishes to adopt the child Hannah Kal §. Tanaka;
that he is gainfully employed and is financially capable to support the child; that this
adoption will serve the best interest of the child sought to be adopted.

Finding the petition sufficient in form and substance, the same Is hereby saet for he_arlng
on March 16, 1999 at B:30 in the morning before this Court sitting ot the Third Floor
of the Municipal Hall Building of Parafaque City. All interested parties are required to show
cause why the said petition should not be granted.

Let copy of this Order be published in a newspaper of the general circulation to be
raftled by the Clerk of Court pursuant to P.D. 1079 once a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks at the expense of the petitioner, The Department of Social Welfare and Devalopment
is hereby directed to conduct a case study on petitioner and submit the same to this Court
at least one (1] week before the scheduled hearing and appear at the hearing,

Let copy of this Order together with the petition be served to the Local Civil Registrar
of Manila and the Office of the Salicitor General who is directed to appear at the hearing.
SO ORDERED.

Parafiaque City, January 11, 1999

(Sgd.) HELEN BAUTISTA-RICAFORT
Judge
WE FORUM
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MWSS ALLAYS FEARS
OF WATER SHORTAGE

IN METRO MANILA

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

HERE will be no more problems with regard to the water supply of
the residents of Metro Manila, according to Reynaldo B. Vea,
administrator of the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System

(MWSS).

**We are implementing
projects aimed at ensuring
alternative sources of wa-
ter, crasing fears of water
shortages that occurred be-
fore the prjvatimtion of the
state-owned water agency
in 1997,"" Vea told the Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and
_ommentaries last week.

He cited that some of the
possible sources of water
in the future would be the
Laguna de Bay and the
Marikina River.

Besides the two, Vea
said, the MWSS is also
planning to tap water from
the Umirai-Angat project.
This undertaking involves
the construction of tunnel
from the Umirai water
source that would allow the
passage of water directly
into the Angat dam, which
was virtually about to dry
up during the height of the
El Nifio crisis.

*“This project wounld add
some 300 million liters of
water to the Angat Dam.
This would mean an addi-
tional 30 percent to Metro
Manila's water supply. This

would eventually solve the
problem of water shortages

.in some parts of Metro

Manila,"” Vea said.

He cited with the advent
of modern technology, even
heavily polluted bodies of
waler such as the Marikina
River can be purified.

Vea also told the Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries that he 1s
quite satisfied with the
performance of the two new
private water concession-
aires, one led by the Ayala
Corp. and the other by the
Benpres Holdings Corp.

He noted that before the
advent of privatization, the
MWSS covered only 67
percent of Mctro Manila,
but this has significantly in-
creased when the two new
private concessionaires
came into the picture

Vea also said that the
two concessionaires have
been meeting the timetable
for improving the water
supply and other areas sel
in their agreements with the
MWSS., .

Starting this year up 1o

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is heraby given that the estate of the late GERTRUDES

0. PAAR, who died on 19 October 1998, has been extrajudicially
sottled among her hairs in a document entitied "Extrajudicial
Sattlement with Waiver of Rights'' bearing Doc No. 188; Page
No, 38; Book No. 122: Series of 1998 of Notary Public Atty
jsmael N, Ligot of Quezon City

WE FORUM
Feb. B, 16 & 22, 1998

the year 2003, he said, the
MWSS and the two new
concessionaires will imple-
ment the Manila Sewerage
Project with $48 million
funding from the World
Bank. This project aims 1o
upgrade the already dilapi-
dated and obsolete system
of sewerage. which has
become a potential danger
to the environment.

He said the mechanics
of this project would go in
such a way that a sewer-
age system would be placed
in Dagat-Dagatan, Manila.

On the issue of bottled
water, Vea said the Bureau
of Food and Drug Admin-
istration, not the MWSS,
should monitor the alleged
illegal business practices
regarding the sale of bottled
water. Reports indicate that
some of the companies sell-
ing bottled water are sell-
ing water, which also comes
from the MWSS, and that
they try to pass it off as
mineral water 1o the pub-
lic.

He said the Department
of Health i1s conducting ran-
dom samplings in some 200
arcas all over Meiro Ma-
nila regularly to check on
the safety of drinking wa-
ter to prevent diseases
brought about by the con-
sumption of dirty water
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentarics)
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ICAMINA

CHILDREN and farmers are excessively exposed to
mercury poisoning in the illegal gold mines of Mt.
Diwalwal.

So arc lowlanders and their vegetable farms down-
stream of Monkayo, Mt Diwalwal, Davao del Norte.

The mercury is found in about 600 million cubic meters
of untreated mine tailings after more than 14 years of
illegal gold mining, mercury refining, and gold trading,

““The alarming incidence of widespread high level
mercury poisoning warns of a coming disaster akin to
that which devastated the fishing villages and munici-
palities along Minamata Bay in Japan since 1956,” said
the Philippine Council for Sustainable Development
(PCSD).

Water samples in the Naboc River running from Mt.
Diwalwal down to the Agusan River showed concentra-

(Page 11, please)

By PAU

*

METRO SCENE: No more water shortage?
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