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RESEARCH FINDS CLUES TO CONTROL LOCUSTS

LOCUST is an age-old
inscct pest. History tells us
that our ancestors have been
imaginative in their fight
against this living scourge.
But swarms of locust still
unpredictably occur at anytime
of year.

Locust devastation has
been reported to occur in
Pangasinan, Central Luzon,
Masbate, Negros Oriental and
Occidental, Ormoc City,
Davao, Cotabato City and
General Santos City.

According to entomolo-
gists, what makes locusts
difficult to control is their
ability to multiply in popula-
tion and transform into de-
structive phase. Sometimes,
they are  solitary or
nonswarming; at other times
they become gregarious or
migratory. The migratory lo-

custs are much stronger and
destructive than the solitary
ones. They fly in swarms, by
the thousands and milliops
depending on the favorable
growth of host plants, in their
search for food. They can
destroy a field of rice, corn,
sugarcanc, or other crops in
just a few hours.

To find out the most ef-
fective and friendly environ-
mental control measures
against locusts, PCARRD has
supported and coordinated a
multiagency program entitled
**Migratory Locust (Locusta
migratoria manilensis Meyen)
R&D program.”’

The program which is
implemented by the Univer-
sity of the Philippines Los
Bafios-National Crop Protec-
tion Center (NCPC), DA-
Region [II, delves into the
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locusts” bioccology and
morphometrics, biological
control, bionomics, and popu-
lation dynamics.

Among the significant find-
ings of the program are as
follows:

« Disturbed locusts do not
mate at day time. Instead, they
start mating from dusk (6:00
a.m.) to dawn (5:00 p.m.).
This could be useful in tim-
ing the application of control

» The continued presence

BRITA T. LLANTADA,
Plaintiff/s,
- vVersus -

EMILIANA MENDOZA,
Detendant/s

“Wherefore, judgement is
following:
1)

74 )

3). Costs of suit.

SO ORDERED.

Tanay, Rizal - October

Province of Rizal.

Court in the Philippines (As

WHEREAS, by virtue of the Writ of Execuilon dated N
HON, LEILI SUAREZ ACEBO, Judge, Municipal Trial Court,
case, the dispositive portion of which is as
hereby rendered ordering the defendants to pay plaintiff the

P60,000.00 plus five p

In default of such payment the above-descr

18,

WHEREFORE, you are hereby commanded t
for CASH, the real estate property together
covered by Tax Declaration No.
specifically described as foll

A parcel of land situate
Bounded on t
on the East by Catalino Mend
of One Hundred Twenty Four and 16 (1

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the sai
provision of Section 3 Rule 88 in relation with

8 dated May 15, 1987) the undersigne
and to the public in general that on
morning or soon thareafter infront of the main
and <x-Officio Sheriff (Hall of Justice)

Republic of the Philippines
Reglonal Trial Court
Fourth Judicial Reglon

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Morong, Rizal

SPS. RICARDO MENDOZA and

X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

follows:

1998,

Amended by the

February 24,

ovember 27, 1998 issued by the
Tanay, Rizal in the above-entitled

ercent one time penalty interest of P3,000.,00, plus monthly
regular interest of 06% percent from due date (11-19-97)
Attorney’s Fee of P5,000.00

ibed property is hereby ordered sold at public
auction and the proceeds of the same be applied to the payment of the aforestated amounts
due from the defendants to the plaintff.

o sell at public auction to the highest bidder,
with all the improvements existing thereon
TN-019-0448 in the name of Regina Mendoza and more
oOWSs!:
d in Jose Abad Santos St,, Brgy. Wawa, Mun, of Tanay,
he North by Gregorio Trinidad, on the South Honorio Penueco,
oza and on the West by Ricardo Mendoza containing an area
24.16) sq. m, X X X X ¥ X X X X

d Writ of Execution and In accordance with the
Section 18 Rule 39 of the New HRules of
Supreme Court/Administrative Circular No
d Sheriff hereby gives Notice to all intarested parties
1998 at
entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court

Civil Case No. 1144

up to full payment thereof.

LEILI SUAREZ ACEBO
Judge

10:00 [ten) o'clock in the

of locusts in Zambales breed-
ing arcas is due to the nu-
merous rivers and tributaries,
and availability of food plants
in the areas.

» A parasitic mite which
was found to be a potent
biological control agent was
prevalent among grasshopper
species, including locust, not
only in Central Luzon but in
Masbate and South Cotabato,
as well

» Locusts were observed to
conulate during the day at an
average temperature of 29 C
and a relative humidity of 76.5
pcn:cnl

* Rice was the more pre-
ferred host plant where 82%
locust survival was recorded.
The number of eggs that a
female locust could produce

was affected by foods. High-
est number of ecggs produced
was in corn, while percent
hatchability was highest in
sugareane.

» Crowding affected the
transformation from typical
phase solitaria to gregaria
type.

» Neem tree had a strong
potential as behavioral con-
trol,

« Fine rice bran + salt +
molasses (FRBSM) and course
rice bran + salt + molasses
(CRBSM) were preferred by
locust nymphs for bait. Re-
gardless of carriers and attrac-
tants used, baits fortified with
carbaryl exhibited 100%
mortality of 3rd instar (life
stage of an insect between two
successive molts) nymphs five
minutes alter exposure.

= Older nymphs consumed
more food than young ones;
temales consumed more food
than males and had grealer
weight gain

Results of simulation
study indicated that assumi. _
an initial egg of 1,000 and
survival rate of 50% for each

nymph stage, there were 512
reproductive adult individu-
als after 67 days.

Meanwhile, researchers of
the Oxford University in the
Unifed Kingdom discovered
that o chemical sometimes
found in the foam that sur-
rounds locusts ecggs could
provide a key to locust con-
trol. This chemical 1s respon-
sible for the nymphs or youngs
to turn into gregarious and
migratory locusts. When the
chemical is not present, the
eges will hatch as solitary o1
nonswarming locusts.

The Oxford researchers
found that the stimulus tfo
produce the chemical 1s over-
crowding. When the solitary
locusts are consuming a veg-
ctation, they tend to crowd
closer. Onee they stail rub-
bing up against each other,
the females are stimulated to
produce a chemical into the
foam to prolect the cggs as
they are laid into the soil. The
researchers also observed that
just four hours crowding was
sufficient to stimulate the
females into producing the
chemical. (Bengie P. Gibe,
S&T Media Service)

vear«us
SUPERMAX PHILIPPINES
represented b\
Charles H.C,

its General
rang a.k.a.

X

morning or
Makati City,
Currency, the

INC.,

Manager

Hou Ching Yang
and Sps. Kao le Ming and Kao Yang Lai-Fu

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC

MAKATI CITY

UNITED COCONUT PLAMTERS BANK,
Petitioner/mortgagee.

X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to the terms of the Real Estate Mortgage dated August 22,
No. T-38178, executed by SPS. KAO TE MING and KA
in favor of UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK,
indebtedness amounting to PESOS: FOUR MILLION SEVEN
SAND SIX HUNDRED THIRTEEN & 91/100 (P4,766,613.91)
the lender-moitgagee, plus interests, penalty a
necessary expenses together with all lawful
undersigned Notary public for and in Makati
cerned and to the public in general that on
soon thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance of
he will sell at public auction te the highest bidder and for CASH,
following described condominium unit with all its improvements,

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 38178

EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT, 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

0 YANG LAI-FU, debtor-mortgagors,’
lender-mortgages, to satisfy the mortgage

nd other charges,
fees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the
City hereby gives notice 1o all parties con-
1B February 1999 at 10:00 o'clock in the

1997 for CCT

HUNDRED SIXTY SIX THOU-
Philippine Currency owing to
attorney’'s fees and other

the Municipal Building of
in Philippine
to wit:

Unit No. 305 located

on the
PORATION, Makati City, consisting of 129 square meters more of less.

3rd floor of the CLANNO

PLAZA CONDOMINIUM COR-

Morong, Rizal will sell at public auction to the
highest bidder and for CASH in Philippine Currency the above-described real property to
satisfy full/partial the sald writ plus Sheriff's feas and all othar legal expenses for this
execution and sale, L

NOTE: Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themsalves the
title of the said property and encumbrances thereon If any there be.

Morong for Tanay, Rizal January 22, 1999,

Interested parties are hereby senjoined to investigate for themselves the titles to the

said condominium unit and encumbrances thereon, it any.
Makatl City, 20 January 1999,
(Sgd;) ATTY. ALBERTO P, MARTINEZ
Notary Public
PTR NO. 9142088: 1-04-99: Makatl City
Unit 103 D. Asunclon Complex
2742 Zenaida St,, 1210 Makati City

FOR THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF:

By:
(Sgd.) VIRGILIO A, SORIANO
SHERIFF IV

Copy Furnished:

1).Ms. Brita T. Llantada, Plaintiff/Tanay, Rizal/personally

2).5ps. Ricardo Mendoza and Emiliana Mendoza/residing at Jose abad Santos St., Brgy.
Wawa, Tanay-Rizal

3).Ms. Regina Mendoza,

Copy Furnished:
Charles H. C. Yang a.k.a. Hou Ching Yang
Sps, Kao Te Ming and Kao Yang Lai-fu
SUPERMAX PHILIPPINES INC.
No., 1102 Clanno Plaza Condominium
cor. General Marcardo & Capt. M. Reyes St
Bangkal, Makati City

Jose Abad Santos st., Brgy. Wawa, Tanay, Rizal
WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove/deface or destroy this Notice of Sheriff's

Sale on or before the date of Auction Sale under penalty of Law.
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"TEN MEN’SSLAY PROBE

EXPOSES KIDNAP CASES

By ERIC S. GIRON

TUFFING ten dead men in five milk steel
drums after trussing their hands behind their
backs, firing a bullet in each one's head, then
sealing the drums with cement and dumping them
at the bottom of a 60-foot ravine cannot long

remain a mystery.

The drums conspicuously
stood out in the ravine at re-
mote sitio  Kaymito of
barangay Bigti in Valenzuela
Metro Manila. They attracted
the attention of woodcutter
Francisco who was walking
on the cement road alongside
the cliff. The dumpers must
have been in a hurry to get
nd of the containers so that
the foot of one dead man was
left sticking out.

This prompted the wood-
cutter to report his grisly
finding to the police Wit-
nesses said they saw several
men dump the drums Thurs-
day night| The drums con-
tained decomposing bodies of
men who must have been shin
three or four days before they
were dumped into the ravine

Some of the men believed
“*salvaged’” were weanng
construction boots. Bulacan
Senior Inspector Dan Oren-
dain led an investigating team
to Norzagaray. And thereby
unfolded the tale of ten men
who were neighbors or rela-
tives residing at Esteban West,
Barangays Dalandanan and
Canumay in Valenzuela, who
were members of the notori-
ous Red Scorpion Gang in-
volved in ransom-Kidnapping
with their five killers

The RSG was once headed
by Joey de Leon who was slain
in & shootout with the police
Those killed were identilied
as Roldan Alonso. 33; Jaime
Vergado, 21, Jmime Balase,
25, who were construction
workers, Renato de la Cruz,
49; Ricardo Bui, 34, (said 1o
be the leader), Melchor Banas,
26; tricyecle drivers;, Servando
Demetrio, Rene Dulusa,
Lando and Lito. At least one
was beheaded

The gang broke up afler
January 11 when they failed
to abduct Chinese business-
man Honman So Cheng, 35,
who fled in his car that was
peppered with bullets so that
Chong died.

Central Luzon police Di-

rector Roberto Calinisan said
money appeared 1o be the
apparent cause of the gang's
rift. There appeared to be a
double-cross in the shanng of
a P10 million ransom paid by
Hsu Tsu Li, 36
United Metal Products n
Munuguit, Tondo
took Hsu to Pari, Meycauavan
Bulacan and beat him up to
UNCONSCIOUSNESS

munager ol

Ihe gung

The ten told their compan-
ions they had Killed Hsu
because his relatives delaulted
Ihe

tive others suspected a double-

i net paving the ransom

CTOss

Police took in as [lirst

witness Hector Garmedo, one

ol the five gang men who
claimed he was present when
the ten were executed. Gar-
had asked the Valen-

zucla barangay chairman to

redo

accompany him to the police
afier he learned he was being
hunted

The second man taken in
was Enrico Teodoro, Garnedo
and Teodoro pointed out lo u
certan “*Maller as ther
leader because they feared
being rubbed out, **Miller™’
was Albert Cenlla, 30, who
was arrested in his safehouse
al barrio Potrero. Malabon
with a Y-mm. pisiol and docu-
ments showing he was a
breakaway communist rebel
involved 1n ransom-kid-
T'Iil“l"[l!.'.

Mo

[n a two-hour mterrogalion
Cenlla admitted he invited the
slain men (o a birthday party
they wined and
afterwards done in

Garriedo  and Teodoro
clatmed Hsu financed the
rubout and provided the steel
drums marked “*New Zealand
Milk Products'' and the ecars
used by Cenlla's group in
disposing of the
Teodoro suid he did not at-
tend the party because his
uncle, Renato de la Cruz, one
of those slain, warned ham to
beware of Cerilla who was
planning to disband the ning.

where were

hodies

{Next page, please)

The death of 22 passen-
gers i a minibus thal
plunged into a ravine off the
Naguilian Road descending
from Baguio, the clecirocu-
tion of 12 swimming away
from a high-tension wire
dangling over Lumban River
in Laguna during the town
fiesta and ten men stashed
in steel drums after they were

- s

rubbed out that were dumped
m a remote Valenzuelun sitio
were crammed mnto a violence-
packed week

But these decaths ||'.||L‘\i
heside over 1,000
number
who penshed in a |2-second
carthquake of magnitude 6 that
Nuttened western Colombias

persons

whose could double

collee belt cities and lowns

leaving several bodies uncol-
lected on the streets
Twenty-live buildings col-
lapsed, trapping 60 peaple 1n
apartment
hundreds of others were
crushed alive. In Armenia, a
city of 220,000
hoods were
ter and

one alone and

neighbor-
left without

clectricity

wi-
as enftire

neighborhoods were reduced

tation. (AP Photos)

t'OLUMBTA EARTHQUAKE: Scene from Armenia and Percira after the devas-

to rubble. Sixty percent of
the city was wrecked.

In the poor districts, 340
bodies were collected and
more remained buried in the
worst earthquake since 1994
when over 800 died. Land-
slides slowed the arnval of
tescue equipment and sup-
plies These were cleared by
convovs of government ve-
vith cranes and other
equipment. An air
force plune shuttled rescue

hicles
heavy

cquipment, medical supplies,
blankets to the
region late Monday
Schools
were
shall
tall

2 (00

food and

stadiums

converted into

and
make
morgues as the death
pushing toward
['he |
Ouwndio basketball court had

et L\CL'|"

Wias

nmversity ol

a sign reading
Lhis
converled into a morgue A
ol S am. Tuesday, 272 bod-
ies arnved
from the
disinet
Armenia s Southern Hos-

place clean I wis

curly mormng

southern Brasiliu

pital attended to wmore that
patients. At lecust 40
ere pronounced dead by

350

doctors in the

Lacility
I'hiree men l.il\'m}‘_ collee
i o hrst=-floor
ducked between a large safe
and th
ibove b

pawnshop

witll 1ust as the oors
them
They were Lupped for more
than 13 hours
Red Cross woi <ers excavated
them, They ¢
applause of @ crowd in the

lown on
5. Columbia
me out to the
center of Armenta
Iliana Patncia Vega, 26,
her red dress tor
ing tor medicine for the nasty
gash on the forehead ol her
six-yeur-old daughter. Her
son, 10 dead
atter everything collapsed as

they
floor of

Was ery-

wias already
were on the second
thear FEvery
room n the house of Pedro
Maria Londono, 46, and his
four-member family col-
lapsed except the one they
were in

What he said epitomized
the unguish ol the earthquake
vietims: *In 12 seconds, |
lost what took 20 years to

build

house
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Ever since Cerilla was ar-
rested Sunday, de la Cruz's wife
Nelia has been missing.

Garriedo and Teodoro had
Cerilla arrested because they
feared being rubbed out. The
duo remained in the custody of
the Valenzuela police. Cerilla,
who was evasive about the ten
slain men, was turned over to
the Bulacan police.
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GOVERNMENT RUN

ON LOANS

With P49.981 billion na-
tional budget deficit staring the
Estrada Administration in the
face, the government is oper-
ating on loans up to the year
2000 and has lined up a total
of $5.5 billion which it will
borrow from multilateral and
bilateral sources to finance its
operations.

The Bureau of Custom and
treasury have pulled up the
Philippines' total income to
P462.515 billion in 1998 or
P5.4 billion higher than the
target, But the Bureau of In-
ternal revenue's P337.183 bil-
lion collection fell short by
P10.518 billion of its P347.7
billion target.

National treasurer Leonor
Briones cited difficulty in rais-
ing revenue because of the lin-
gering Asian economic crisis.
Although she does not favor
foreign borrowing, she said
there is no choice because the
income is not sufficient for the
government lo operate on

Briones said tapping domes-

tic funds to finance the deficit
would only induce rates to go
up when what is required now
is to bring them down. Under
the Estrada administration,
Briones said foreign borrowings
are in transparent manner un-
likc the previous administra-’
tions.

The government early this
year floated 10-year and 20-year
global bonds to borrow $1
billion from the international
capital market and obtained big
loans from the World Bank,
Asian Development Bank and
Japanese financial institutions.

Improvement of prospects
for carly recovery and the
country's record of putting
borrowed funds to good use
were cited by Finance
Undersecretary Joel Banares as
reason why creditors are will-
ing to increase financial assis-
tance to the Philippines.

The loans include P2 billion
from Japan's Overseas Eco-
nomic Cooperation Fund with
spacial $1 billion loan pack-
age for environment-related
projects, the other $1 billion
made available under Japan's
23rd Yen Loan Package, $2
billion from the World Bank,
$1 billion from the Asian De-
velopment Bank, and $500
million from Germany, France
.and Spain.

Of the 174.1 billion the
administration will borrow this
year, P98.2 billion will be
sourced from foreign creditors
and P81.3 billion from domes-

tic sources.
REFORMS IMPOSED

The loans are being negoti-
ated with Philippine assurance
to the International Monetary
Fund this year's tax collection
will be improved in the Bureaus
of Customs and Internal Rev-
enue. Congress is now deliber-
ating on tax measures aiming
at P15 billion additional rev-
enue.

Moreover, the government
has decided to continue selling
assets as escalated by the past
Ramos administration. On tap
are large stakes in the Manila
Electric Co. and Petron oil
corporation.

The national government
1998 expenses of P512.5 bil-
lion or P6.4 billion more than
the P506.1 billion programmed
ceiling set by the IMF was cited
by Treasurer Briones as major
reasons for overshooting the
national deficit by P49.981
billion. The IMF has stretched
the deficit allowed the admin-
istration to P68.4 billion.

The massive borrowings by
the Estrada administration were
defended as the next best way
to revive the economy by
Briones, who used to criticize
the government's debt policy
during the Ramos administra-
tion. The best way by raising
revenues is not possible when
business is feeling the impact
of the Asian economic crisis,
Briones pointed out. She said
there is no choice at the mo-
ment but to pump-prime the

= VBIrsus -

MR. ALBERT R. HUANG,

ments existing thereon,

of P2,708,330.08 PESOS, plus interest,
incidental to this foreclosure and sale --
City or her duly authorized Sheriff will sell at public auction on Feb, 19,
o'clock In the morning or soon thereafter, infront of the Office of the Sheriff, Hall of Justice
Bldg., Prov’l. Capitol Compound, Pasig City, to the highest bidder and for CASH in Philippine
Currency, the following described real property, with all the buildings and other improve-
to wit:

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

PASIG CITY, METRO MANILA

UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS
LIFE ASSURANCE CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFICIO SHERIFF

FILE NO. 3629

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT
3135, AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by the
mortgagee UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS LIFE ASSURANCE CORP.,
9/F Cocolife Bidg., Ayala Ave., Makati City, against the mortgagor MR. ALBERT R. HUANG,
with address at Lot 2-D, DofAa Andres St., Bo. Rosario, Pasig City, to satisfy the amount
penalty charges and all legal fees and expenses
the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Pasig

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. PT-101915

with office address at

1999 at 10:00

of Pasig, Prov. of Rizal.

Sheriff IV

Bounded on the NE.
to 1 by Lot 2-W; on SW. pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 2-C;
at a point marked “1'' on plan to the point of beginning.
HUNDRED TEN (210) SQUARE METERS, more or |ess.
Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselvas the
titte of the sald real property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.
Pasig City, Metro Manila, Jan,

12, 1999.

(Sgd.) SOFRONIO M. VILLARIN

Copy furnished: All concerned

A parcel of land (Lot 2-D of the subd, plan (LRC) Psd-35978, being a portion of Lot
2, described on plan Psu-41783, LRC Aec. No. 25783) situated in the Bo. of Rosario, Mun,
pts. 4 10 6 by Lot 2,
and on the NW, pts. Z to 4; Beginning

GRACE S, BELVIS
Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff

on the SE. pts. §

x x x containing of TWO

WE FORUM
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DOTC AFFAIR: President Estrada presents a plaque of appreciation te Cavite
Governor Ramon ‘‘Bong’’ Revilla, Jr. during the centennial anniversary celebra-
tion of the Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) held at the
Camp Crame parade ground recently. Also in photo is DOTC Secretary Vicente

Rivera, Jr. (Malacaiian Photo)

economy by borrowing from
foreign capitalists.

Because the government
needs revenue on which to
operate, it may have to resort
to its hiked P68.4 billion na-
tional budget deficit that was
expanded from P49.981 billion.

INTERESTS DECLINE

The stabilized exchange rate
and investor confidence in Phil-
ippine economy could induce
the benchmark 91-day Treasury
Bill rate to drop from the week s
13.116 percent to the pre-July
10 percent level in 1997

““The signals are favorable.”
noted Treasurer Briones. Falling
interest rates will intensify bank
lending, Briones hoped

The Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas reduced to the lowest
level overnight interest rates since
February 1998 from 13 percent
to 12.875 percent. The overnight
lending rate was cut from!15 to
14.875 percent.

Despite jitters from the Bra-
zilian crisis effects on global
economy, the Philippine stock
market 1s up and so is the peso.
Interest rates have declined, and
further decreased would reduce
upward pressure on the banks’
non-performing loans. More lend-
ing by banks would mean an
increase in economic activities.

The Bureau of Treasury will
boost its Small Investors Program
in Cebu City January 29 by
making available lower denomi-
nation Treasury bills of’ P10,000
in Siquijor, Bohol, Negros Ori-
ental and Leyte, The T-bills first
offered in November last year
were in P25,000 denominations
But Treasury officials wanl more
people to avail themselves of gov-
emment securities by lowering the
amount to P10,000, and to lower
it further to P5,000 in the fu-
lure.

The Treasury Bureau said
lower denominations will enable
those who have been excluded
from government securities lo be
included now

e e o

TRAGIC DEATHS IN
LAGUNA FIESTA

It was an accident just wait-
ing to happen. Accidents of tragic
proportions periodically oceur in
Philippine riverine festivals such
as the 50 people who drowned
when an overloaded pagoda in

the middle bamboo barge towed
by two other barges sank in the
Bocaue (Bulacan) river proces-
sion during the 1993 town fiesta.

Ever since the 1993 tragedy,
Bocaue officials limit the num-
ber of persons allowed to raid
the barges and the middle barge
bearing the patron saint in a
pagoda. Bamboo has been re-
placed by metal for the barges
in the Bocaue riverine festival.

In 1986, the pagoda in the
Lumban (Laguna) river proces-
sion sunk and several persons
were injured

In the latest Lumban River
lestival last January 19, why was
a4 high-tension live wire allowed
to be strung across the river
without providing any safeguard
against ¢lectrocution? There was

criminal neglect on the part of

whoever directed the live wire to
dangle like a sword of Damocles
over the heads of river crossers

The Laguna governor threat-
ened to file charges on the death
by electrocution of 12 persons
aboard the three barges linked to
cach other by bamboo poles as
the tip of the pagoda in the center
barge touched the high-tension
wire on the return trip, causing
the 170 people aboard to jump
into the water.

Many of those who panicked
when the wire sparked ofl elec-
tricity were teenagers who leaped
into the water, One ten-year-old
boy among them drowned. The
12 persons were reported swim-
ming away from the live wire that
snapped and fell into the water,
charging it with electricity,

The pagoda’s tower had
cleared the wire when it first set
out on the river. But a heavy
downpour occurred and on the
pagoda’s retumn trip to the church,
the waters had risen so that its
tip struck the live wire, snapping
it

The fluvial parade comncided
with the celebration of Lumban
fown's founding anniversary
Brass bands marched the streets
gaily festooned with streamers
and buntings typical of Philip-
pine town fiestas, The attraction
of the fiesta was the pagoda and
barges with townspeople aboard
the river.

When the pagoda sank, frog-
men scoured the river waters for
bodies. Earlier, 13 bodies were
reported to have been retrieved.
But one drowning victim had

been counted twice. Then there
was the report of the boy who
drowned which had yet to be
verified.

How many were still missing
could not be determined as the
persons who boarded the barges
were not listed. But dozens of
persons were verified to have
been injured in the scramble to
leap into the river.

But at fiesta time next year,
expect the traditional fluvial
parade to take place as it does
annually. No tragic acciden! can
intimidate the townspeople to
forsake their once a year liesta
which is the centerpicce of their
lives.
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BUS PLUNGE KILLS 22

Evelyn Baladad embraced her
three-year-old son to cushion him
from the impact of a falling
minibus into a "100-foot ravine
at Kilometer 13 of Naguilian
Road so that he only had a minor
bruise on the forehead. His
mother died with 14 others on
the spot, seven at the hospital.

The speeding’ bus seating 46 |
including the driver had 14 stand-
ing passengers mostly workers
from Baguio returning home to
La Union and llocos Sur when it
lost its brakes cnroute to
Bangued, Abra, Passenger Nestor
Nicar, 34, and others shouted to
driver Roderick Mique to veer
right to stop the vehicle's mo-
mentum by cushioning the bus
against the mountainside,

Instead, the driver drove
against the concrete parapet of
the cliff, causing the bus to
overshoot a curve, smash into the
railing and plunge into the ra-
vine. Fifteen died on the spot,
seven others at the hospital

A few meters from the where
the minibus of Baguio Bus Line
fell were the rusting remains of
another 3M Bus Lines minibus
thmi crash-dived two years ago,
killing four passengers,

Two children were among the
38 survivors and Mylene Farifias,
27, two months pregnant, who
were suffering head and spinal
injuries, They were taken to the
Baguio General Hospital and
Medical Center, one¢ to the Sa-
cred Heart Hospital of St. Louis
University.

Thirteen of the cadavers taken
to Baguio Funeral Homes had
been identified.
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POPULATION GROWTH IS THE MOST URGENT,
IMPORTANT CHALLENGE OF NEW MILLINNIUM

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

SLOWING population
growth is the most impor-
tant and urgent challenge
of the new millennium.

*“The challenge for na-
tional governments is to
assess their land and water
resources, determine how
many people they will
support as the desired
level of consumption, and
then formulate a popula-
tion policy to reach that
goal,’” according to a new
study by World-watch
Institute.

““The question is not
whether population
growth will slow in the
developing countries but
whether it will slow be-
cause societies quickly

to smaller families
or ibecause ecological
collapse and social disin-
tegration cause death rates
to risé,”” say Lester
Brown, Gary Gardner and
Brian Halweil, co-authors
of the Worldwatch study
“‘Beyond Malthus: Six-
teen Dimensions of the
Population Problem.™

At the international
level, they point out, the
challenge is to quickly
expand international fam-
ily planning assistance, so
that the millions of
couples who want to limit
family size but lack ac-
cess to family planning
services will be able to
do so.

In examining the stakes
involved in potentially
adding another 3.3 billion
people over the next 50
years, the study calls for
immediate expansion of
international family plan-
ning assistance to the
millions of couples who
still lack access, and new
investment in educating
young peo-ple, especially
women, in the Third
World, to promote a shift
to smaller families.

Beyond this aid, invest-

ing in the education of
young people in the third
world, especially females,
is a key to shifting to
smaller families. In every
society where data are
available, the more edu-
cation women have the
fewer children they bear.

others where fertility is
still high, population 1is

projected to double or

even triple before stabi-
lizing.

Because population
growth affects so many di-
mensions of a society, the
demographic problem is

cent growth in food pro-
duction and population
has been based partly on
the unsustainable use of
waler.

Nationwide, withdraw-
als of underground water
are at least double the rate
of recharge and water

a huge drop in food out-
put could create economic
chaos, the study says.
Overwhelmed by the
nced to educate children,
create jobs, and deal with
the environmental effects
of population growth,
governments faced with a

infection rates among
their adult populations to
| percent or less, infec-
tion rates are as high as
26 percent of the adult
population in some Afri-
can countries.

““With their rising mor-
tality trends, more remi-
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The United Nafions
projects world population
to grow from 6.1 billion
in 2000 to 9.4 billion in
2050, with all of the
additional 3.3 billion
coming in the developing
countries.

While fertility has
dropped and population
has stabilized or is declin-
ing in some countrics, in

POPULATION: Slow down, man, slow down.

not that simple, the study
points out. For example,
in many developing coun-
tries food supplies are
threatened by aquifer
depletion.

A forthcoming study by
the International Water
Management Institute
(IWMI) reports that in In-
dia, a county heavily de-
pendent on irrigation, re-

tables are falling by 1 to
3 meters per year. The
[WMI estimates that as
India’s aquifers are de-
pleted, its grain harvest
could fall by as much as
one fifth.

[n a country where food
and population are pre-
cariously balanced and
which is adding 18 mil-
lion people per year, such

major new threat -- such
as AIDS or aquifer deple-
tion -- often cannot cope,
the study says.

As recent experience
with AIDS in Africa
shows, some of these
high-fertility countries are
simply overwhelmed
when a new threat ap-
pears. While industrial
countries have held HIV

niscent of the Dark Ages
than the bright millennium
so many had hoped for,
these countries aré fall-
ing back to an earlier
demographic stage with
high death rates and high
birth rates. and no growth
in population,”” the study
says. (MNC Environ-
ment, Science and Tech-
nology News Service)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms Py
or our youth. ;

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomg_temitted to the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities to thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Y "Opo |
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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Chinese intrusions persist

WO Chinese warships in 1995 intruded within the 200-

mile Philippine area of responsibility in the Spratly Ar-
chipelago, violating the code of honor pledged by China’s
delegates to a bilateral conference in Manila in August that
year to respect territorial boundaries.

China’s expansionist propensity has been evident ever since

World War II ended in 1945, It is a creeping invasion, inching
into the islets that had been previously ignored in a slow but
persistent process. The presence of huge oil deposits in the
Spratly area reported by a survey group has drawn China’s
attention to the atolls, reefs and islets.

Each time Chinese vessels intrude into the Philippine ter-
ritory west of ‘Palawan, Philippine legislators revive the call
for a P50-billion Armed Forces modernization program, which
has yet to be realized.

But is the Philippines in a position to arm itself to a point
where it can face China? Even the mighty United States steers
clear of confrontation with China. The Philippines cannot defend
its territorial claims from a position of weakness.

What has the bellyaching of a House member to a United
States legislator against the Chinese installations at Mischief
Reef which he claims can be arsenals for equipment in a military
buildup accomplished?

Or the defense secretary’s complaint that two Chinese
frigates stood by at Johnson Atoll as the construction was being
completed? These were not auxiliary cargo or escort vessels
but warships armed with missiles that indicate “a renewal of
naval activities of the People’s Liberation Army.”

The Malacaiian spokesman said what goes on in the south
China Sea is being monitored to provide some “deterrent effect.”
What “deterrent effect’” is he talking about? Can the occa-
sional fly-by of an air force plane or helicopter over the con-
struction site of what the Chinese claim are storm shelters for
Chinese fishermen deter in any way further Chinese incur-
sions into the Spratlys? This is mere posturing and wishful
thinking.

President Joseph Estrada convened past Presidents Corazon
Aquino and Fidel Ramos to a National Security Council meeting
which attends to momentous decision-making only to confirm
what is general knowledge: that the Philippines hasn’t got what
it takes to confront China.

“We were just trying to tell the world that while we are
trying to look for ways and means to solve this problem
peacefully, the presence of these militdry or naval vessels do
not in any way add to confidence-making measures that we
have agree d upon,” was the loser’s declaration of the defense
secretary.

Who'’s going to tell the Chinese warships to stop their trans-
gressions into Philippine territorial waters which the United
Nations has not bothered to define? China has time and again
violated amicable agreements with the Philippines with delib-
erate intrusions by its warships. And the Philippines at the
moment is helpless because China does not heed at all its protests.
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(Taliba, Jan. 28, 1999)

Footnote to Rizal

DEIFYING Rizal 1s, apparently, what the
much-discussed, multi-awarded movie Rizal
15 all about. The directress herself said so,
as quoted in the article “'Loving Rizal
Agawn™ (Graphie, lan. 18, 1999)

““We want our people to fall in love again
with Rizal afier watching the movie. | have
nothing but praise and great respect for our
national hero and my intention in doing the
movie is to make our people realize that
Rizal became a great part of our lives and
of the freedom we enjoy right now as a
nation. Without Rizal, we would still be
suffering injustice at the hands of coloniz-
ers.”’

Ms. Marilou Diaz-Abaya is, of course,
entitled to her estimation of Rizal. But for
her to say that without him, “‘we would
still be sulfering injustice in the hands of
colonizers ' -- isn’t this wishful thinking?
Isn’t this deifying Rizal over and above all
those who really staked their lives to lib-
erate our nation from the Spaniards, and
later the Americans, and finally the Japa-
nese’

On the contrary, with Rizal and all oth-
ers like him, we would still be a colony of
either Spain or America or even Japan

I’ve said here that one of the misfor-
tunes of the **Centennial of Philippine In-

ONE’S WORTH

dependence’™ led by Rizal. A veneration
without understanding, to quote Prof. Renato
Constantino,

Ms. Abaya herself, whom ['ve seen on
TV and read in the papers, stopped me from
seeing her opus. ’ -

“*Sure,”’ | said here once, “"JR was a
scholar and writer, but in my eyes he is a
miscast in the fight for Philippine Indepen-
dence, and | humbly submit that he doesn’t
deserve to be called our National Hero. There
are many others to choose from... not IR,
whom the American colonizers, not us
Pinoys, chose for us. JR fitted their pur-
poses (o a lee .

“First, JR was no revolutionary like
Andres Bonifacio.

““Second, JR did not really seek Philip-
pine Independence from Mother Spain, did
he?

““Third, JR opposed the Katipuneros® plan

(Page 8, please)
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Digmaan sa
Mindanao

TOTOHANAN na ba ang gulo sa Min-
danao? Matigas ang mga salita ni Pangulong
Erap, ‘*giyera kung giyera.’” Ngunit ito nga
ba ang solusyon sa halos limampung dekada
na ng labanan sa Mindanao? Bata pa ako'y
nakamulatan ko na ang pagrercbelde ng mga
kabayanan nating Muslim. Ginamit silang
isa sa mga dahilan para ideklara ni Ferdinand
Marcos ang batas militar noong 1972
Marami nang namatay na mga Pilipino,
Muslim man o Kristiyvano. Nakahahabag ang
mga walang malay na bata na nasasangkol
sa madugong digmaan sa Mindanao

Ngunit bakit laging ang Mindanao ang
pinagtutuunan ng galit ng pamahalaan? Bakit
hindi magtuon ng malaking pansin sa
kanilang kapakanan ang mga nauupo sa
Malakanyang? Kung matatandaan pa, ma-
raming mga Muslim ang nagkakagutom
hanggang ngayon. Kinakain nila ang isang
uri ng halamang lupa na Unatawag na
“kayos
wala talagang makain at gutom na gutom,
gumagawa sila ng paraan upang umano v
hindi raw sila malason

Kahubag-habag ang kalagayan ng mga
kababayan nating Muslim tulad din ng
maraming naguguiom na mga Kristyanong
Pilipino. Tulad din sa mga lalawigan ng Luzon
al Visayas, hindi baril at bala ang solusyon,
kundi ang pagkilala na napapa-bayaan ang mga
mahihirap na Pilipino. Higit nating iuuny
ang mga usapin hinggil kay Lucio Tan at kung
paano ito maisasalba pati ang kanyang mgs
Kumpanya, Marami pang mga bagay na maaari
munang isantabi upang mabigyan ng pansin
ang mga nagu-gutom nating Kababayan LLalo
pa 'yung mga bikima ng lahar, mga bagyo,
mga kalamidad na tumama sa ating bansa
Hindi pa naka-babangon ang mga kababayan
nating ito mula sa tumama sa Kanilang
““delubyo.”” At tanging ung pamahalaan lamang
ang may kakayahang lumutas nito sapagkat
nasa kanile ang salapi at kapangyarihan, Kung
hindi ito magagawa ng pamahalaan. Masisis)
ba nating humingi ng ‘‘independent Muslim
State’’ ang mga kababayan nating Mushim?

na nakakalason sa tao’ Ngunit dalnl

Max NOBLE ... (From page 7)

to rise up against Spain. (One sympathetic
historian claims that what JR told Pio
Valenzuela in Dapitan wasn’t ‘No* to the
Revolution but ‘Not yet.” Either betrays JR's
pscudo-nationalism.)

““Fourth, did he not voluniecer to serve as
physician in the Spanish army in Cuba while
the Cubanos were also fighting for then
independence?

““Let’s give credit where credit is due,
honor, to whom honor is due.’’

Enough of Rizal.

Peeling the poverty onion

UNDERGROUND cconomy watchers
making the rounds of Metro Manila’s wel
markets have peeled off vet another layer from
the onion of Asian poverty. They have dis-
covered a whole new survival sub-culture that
defies conventional economic principles, cre-
ates a new entreprencurial class. brings inex-
pensive foods ready for the buyers’ Kitchens
-—- while providing its vendors the means for
getting their daily food needs from the pro-
ceeds of their sales.

axEan

““It happened right before aur eyes,”” said
a church social worker, whose stewardship
of a daily Quezon City breaktast for under-
nourished children is gaining sponsors
citywide. ‘It began when solitary .individu-
als, mostly school-age children, began hawk-
ing food basics like green vegetables, fish,
salt, kalamansi, banana and sweel potato
fritters, to new market places. Where they will
end, nobody knows.™'

The new entreprencurs began on the side-
walks, then moved through crowded aisles and
beyond. A few are now starting to make the
rounds of public and private olfices. Theur
prices are low. they even chop up and pack-
age an entire recipe Tor a main course. They
make up special menus for finicky eaters, listen
(o suggestions. Sometimes they make then
own dishes off the cull

Now, according to reports, they're all over
Quezon City. Two ol them even alternate in
helping prepare the free daily breakfasts given
for poor children. “*They’re doing a bangup
job,”" said one observer. “‘I've never
anything like 1t

scen

Nor have we

[here 1s no myentorn
cull, about how many
working these routes, performing u real ceo-
nomic service nol only tor busy people but
for themselves They are all over the land-
seape, not just in the capital region hul
everywhere where wet markets operate. The
amount of raw materials they consume. the
paid and unpaid lubor that gets mto the pie-
ture, must run into hundreds ot millions every
year

ollicil or otl-the
Filipinos are now

LE X LA

Some studies of the underground cconomy
briefly touch upon the activities of this new
class ol food entreprencur. But hard, quan-
tifiable facts about them are nearly mpos-
sible to get. They do not fall under the cat-
egory of the small, “"Nacida-type " industrics
or coltage enterprises ||IL'\‘it\llr¢ governments
tried to placate with small loans before elec-
tions. Their modus operandi can’t come near
the pampered focino, longanisa und daing
makers, Their movements and turnover are
fast, One day they erupt from the woodwork
like perishable fruits searching for buyers. The
next moment they are gone.

BEEEN

The facts are obvious: just because we don 't
understande this new level of underground
entreprencurship doesn’t mean the country cun
aflord to ignore them. There ure just oo many
of them, and the weight of their collective
activity is stupendous

The question that surfaces is inevituble
Where should one begin when trying to analyze
the phenomenen of the freshly peeled pov-
erty onion? Will organized assistance help the
small traders or merely get in their way? The
bottom line needs must surely lie in their
operating milieu -- the market place. Liveli-
hood Dilettantes working the sunny side of
the street may have bits and pieccs of their
profiles. But they can hardly be expected 1o
shed enough light on this newly emerging
entrepreneuriul class for anyone 1o analyze
their status and importance properly.

LA LN

**There are simple, straightforward inter-
vention levels up and down the line,” " says
a seasoned wet market observer. ““We must
learn where these levels are belore we try to
make life more complicated. The small ven-
dors need to know where to tap reliable and
accessible stocks ol merchandise. They have
to make their presence known 1o busy people
who want to reach them, who have no time
to canvass and develop the shifting markets, ™

EreRE

The standard operating procedure for small
entrepreneurs cverywhere has been to require
them to fill up long questionnaires, submit to
protracted interviews, file a virtually endless
series of papers.

**Let’s attend to first things first,” say the
New Wave vendors, “*Place your orders now

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

for a dozen banana-Q confections to be de-
livered to vour home or office, ask for some
pork barbecue sticks to go with your after-
noon beer, allow two days if you want genu-
inc “‘putong puti’’ made out of ground rice
galapong, not wheat flour.””

Life’s that simple. Why clutter it up just
to manicure the statistics we write for GNP
reports to global moneylenders?
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*PLANT EXTRACTS
CAN KILL WEEDS

LOS BANOS, Laguna -- Some Philippine plants were
found to be potential herbicides.

The study was conducted by Susan May F. Calumpang
of the National Crop Protection Center at the University
of the Philippines Los Bafios (NCPC-UPLB) with the hope
of reducing the use of environmentally hazardous methods
of weed control.

In a report submitted to the Philippine Council for Ag-
riculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and
Development (PCARRD), an agency under the Department
of Science and Technology (DOST), the study involved
the extraction of 12 plants believed to have medicinal values
and or growing abundantly. These are: sambong (Blumea
balsamifera); air plant (Brussionetia papyrifera). kalingad
(Cinnamomum mercadoi);, ivy gourd (Coccinia grandis);
talong-punay (Datura metel); tubang-morado (Jatropha
gossypifolia)l; neem (Melia dubia) malunggay (Moringa
oleifera); Tephrosia vogelii; Thunbergia grandiflora;
makabuhay (Tinosphora rumphii); and Zingiber cassumunar,

The extracts of these 12 plants were bioassayed and
observed for any root inhibition. Initial screening showed

pounds which inhibited root growth and consequently killed
the test plants (weeds). These findings were comparable
to the effects/results of using low level of 2,4-D, a popu-
lar commercial herbicide.

PCARRD said these initial results could be synthesized
and used to replace present-day synthetic herbicides/compounds
which not only harm the environment, but affect nontarget
organisms as well.

For more information on the study, interested individuals
can contact Ms. Susan Mae F. Calumpang, NCPC-UPLB,
College, Laguna, tel. no. 536-2409. (L.P.Dia-Ardieta, S&T
Media Service)

STRIPPER-HARVESTER
IMPROVED, LIGHTER

LOS BANOS, Laguna - Mr.
The stripper-harvester, an
alternative to manual harvest-
ing, mechanical reapers, and
small combines, can now work

Morallo and Mr. Cam-
pillian expect sales of the
machine to increase quickly

Originally, the machine

that kalingad, ivy gourd, and makabuhay had active com-

AMPALAYA
NOW IN
CAPSULE

DID you know that the
whole young ampalaya
plants, when powdered and
processed into capsules, can
effectively lower the blood
sugar of diabetics?

The young leaves and
fruits of ampalaya are rich
in iron, calcium, vitamin B
and carbohydrates.

These findings are sig-
nificant considering that
there are more than 50
million diabetics in the
world today. According to
the Diabetes Foundation of
the Philippines, more than
two million Filipinos of all
ages are afflicted with the
disease. The mortality rate
has been increasing due to
the high cost of medication
and care

Diabetes is a chronic
disease caused by heredi-
tary or acquired deficiency
in the production of insu-
lin by the pancreas. The
result is increased concen-
tration of glucose or blood
sugar in the body. In ad-
dition, diabetes is a com-
plicated disease that can
cause malfunctions of the
heart and kidneys, It is also
2 major cause of blindness,

This antidiabetic capsule
from ampalaya can be at-
tributed to two scientists

‘harvester.

—

of the Philippine Council
of Health Research and De-
velopment, an agency of the
Department of Science and
Technology (PCHRD-
DOST) -- Donata Aguila
and Raquel Abulencia. The
two scientists have beer
conducting research on
medicinal plants to develop
safe, effective, low-cost
medicines from local
sources.

Nutritionists now also
recognized the importance
of regularly including
ampalaya in the diet to help
non-diabetics avoid acquir-
ing insulin deficiency. (E F.
Palapala, S&T Media Ser-
vice)

in softer and muddier soils,
allowing for more efficient
and effective harvesting and
threshing operations 1o lake
place ~simultancoush

The International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI), in a
collaborative effort, has suc-
cessfully designed an 1m-
proved wheel for the stripper-
which was origi-
nally intended for use on dry
soils at harvest time. This
improvement came as 4 result
of joint cfforts with private
machinery manufacturers, Mr.
Alejandro Campillian, Mr.
Lawrence Morallo. and Mr
Salvador Albia, all from the
Philippines, and the Philip-
pine Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice).

Mr. Campillian, 8 machin-
ery manufacturer in the proy-
ince of Leguna, made modi-
fications 1o the wheel. Two
manufacturers from the Bicol
region, Mr. Morallo and Mr.

Albia, reduced the weight of

the machine by 70 kg with-
out sacrificing strength or
reliability

““The change was a major
achievement,”’ said Dr. Mark
Bell, head of IRRI's Agricul-
tural Engineering Division.
‘Taken ftogether, these
changes resulted in a break-
through because farmers can
now use the stripper more
often during the wel season
when they most need an al-
ternative to manual harvest-
ing.”" The latest **Morallo™’
unit fitted with the new wheel
is undergoing further evalu-
ation by PhilRice.

Machinery manulacturers

weighed 280 kg without the
engine. It can harvest about
4 tonnes of rice per day with
four operators while another
four rethresh and clean the
stripped material. The modi-
fications made by Mr. Morallo
reduced the machine’s weight
while Mr. Campillian’s wheel
modification led to the design
of a new wheel with improved
mobility, The stripper-har-
vester now weighs only 210
kg, and is casier to handle,
resulting 1n faster mancuver-
ing and harvesting.

The Institute keeps in close
contact with local manufac-
turers fabricating the machine
to be aware of any nceded
modifications. Since the re-
lease of the first design of the
Mark 11 SG stripper-harvester
drawings, IRRI has incorpo-
rated modifications to make
the machine more eflicient and
effective.

IRRI has also developed
training videos and produced
an operator’s manual to fa-
cilitate operator training and
the transfer of the technology.

IRRI researchers began
developing the stripper-har-
vester in 1990 in collabora-
tion with the Silsoe Research
Institute in the United King-
dom. The Department for
International Development
(formerly the British Overscas
Development Administration)
supported the development of
the technology while the
German Agency for Techni-
cul Cooperation supported the
transfer and testing of the
equipment in the Philippines,
Indonesia, Vietnam, and Thai-
land.

MALUNGGAY: Weed killer.

Fourteen countries in Asia,
Africa and 1.atin America have
received al least one proto-
type of the SG harvester.
Among thesc countries are the
People’s Republic of China,
Cote d° Ivoire, Ecuador, In-
dia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Nigena, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines. Senegal, Thai-
land, USA und Vietnam.

At present, 140 SG har-
vesters have been built and
sold by manufacturers in the
Philippines. Out of these, 54
units were purchased for pri-
vate use, 22 were exported,
and the remaining units were
used by cooperatives. The
machine has been recom-
mended by the Department of
Agriculture for use by coop-
cratives in the Philippines in
support of the Philippine

Government’s rice production -
program

IRRI, with hcadquarlcrs in
the Phthppmc\ and outpost
offices in 11 other Asian
countries, 1s the world’s lead-
ing international rice research
and training center. It is an
autonomous, nonprofit insti-
tution that is concerned about
increasing rice production
worldwide while preserving
the natural resource base. Its
goal is to improve the well-
being of present and future
generations of rice farmers and
consumers, particularly those
with low incomes. IRRI is
supported by the CGIAR, an
association of public and
private donor agenciecs that
fund the 16 international re-
search centers.

of New York, USA,

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late RODOLFO
C. LEGASPI, who died on 26 May 1996, has besn extrajudicially
settled among his helrs in a document entitled *‘Extra-judicial
Settlemant of Estate with Waiver of Rights'’
notarial registry of Notary Public Atty. Gabriel S. de la Merced

entared into the

WE FORUM

Jan. 25, Feb. 1 & 8, 19989

A. SERASPI,

Jeremias R. Vitan of Manila.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hareby given that the estate of the late HOMER
1998, has boen extrajudicially
settled among his heirs in a document bearing Doc. No. 448,
Page No. 95, Book No. 98, Serles of 1998 of Notary Public

who died on Oct,

Jan. 18, 26 & Feb. 1,

WE FORUM
1989
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FURNITURE INDUSTRY EXPERIENCES MIXED TREND
IN TERMS OF OUTPUT, EXPORTS AND INVESTMENTS

By GERRY CALIMOSO

THE growth of the fur-
niture and fixtures industry
has experienced a mixed
trend in terms of output,
exports and investments over
the years.

This observation was made
by the trade and industry staff
of the National Economic
Development Authority
(NEDA) in a recent study on
the industry. A copy of the
study was obtained by the
Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries

The NEDA study noted

The export revenues gel:l-
crated by the industry for 1996
went up by 6 percent to $293
million from the $276 million
in 1995, Except for rattan, buni
and plastic furniture, all fur-
niture products registered
increases in export carnings.

The highest increases were
recorded by stone furniture
with 47 percent; furnishing,
36 percent; furniture and other
materials, 30 percent: parls of
furniture, 13 percent; and
wood furniture: 12 percent

The study said Investments
in the industry decreased from

The industry operates half
of its operating capacity due
to lack ol appropriate tech-
nology and raw matenals, the
study said. At present, the
industry 1s comprised of about
2470 firms, nearly Y8 per-
cent of which are classified
as small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs)

The industry employs
about 65,600 workers spread
across approximately 2,470
firms. However, the SMEs
generate only as much as 57
percent ol the industry’s
workforce since most of them

that the furniture and fixtures
industry contributed an aver-
age of 1.2 percent to total in
manufacturing output and 1.6
percent io the total exports
from 1991 to 1995

1994 as

ol
markets

mies iIs

1992 to 1993
vestment started to pick up
the
economy as well as the econo-
major
recovered.

However, in- employ no more than nine
workers. The remaining 43
percent arc emploved by 21
large firms. which are mostly
exporlers

But the SMEs contribute

country’s

exporl

about 75 percent of the total
furniture exports. Large manu-
fucturers, accounting for the
remaining 2 pereent of the
number of firms in the indus-
try, are the biggest exporters
Most of these firms are lo-
cated in Cebu, Metro Manila
and Pampanga.

Most of the large firms are
direct exporters to North
America, Europe and Japan
These firms can employ as
many as 700 to 1,500 work-
Crs.

Investment in 1996 gener-
ated 3 893 additional jobs
which is 147 percent higher
thun the 1991 level of 1,579
Compared with 1995, employ-
ment generated in the sector
by the Board of Investments-
registered firms grew by about

68 percent in 1996
I'he study pointed out that
the economic recovery in
major export markets such as
United States and Japan 1s an
opportunity that the industry
should capitalize on. Since its
competitors produce mostly
low-end products, the local
ndustry will have to concen-
trate in the
medium to high-end products
which command higher prices
Philippine furniture is like-
wise renowned for reproduc-
tion of period pieces Several
companies though have ven-
tured into the production of
modern and
pieces. Local
can now
niture

lamps

conlemporary
manulacturers
boast of other fur-
nccessories such as

mirrors and other art

manufacture of

pieces

I'he biggest problem beset-
ting the industry is the scar-
city of basic or traditional raw
materials such as rattan and
wood, the study suid The
country’s dwindling forest
resources have adversely af-
fected the supply of these raw
materials to the industry.

T'he study also said that the
industry will also nced to
invest in new manufacturing
technologies and processes
Investment should also be
poured in program that will
upgrade skills in furniture
design and finishing as well
as in research and develop-
ment activilies that will lead
to the development of high-
end products. (Manila News-
features und Commentaries)

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Mational Capital Judicial Begion
BRANCH 107 - Quezon City

MARILOU C, DWYER (nee
MARILOU C. CRUZ),
Petitioner,
Versus
CONRADO L. MEJIA, JR
Respondent
- = = X

CIVIL CASE NO
0-98:36340

| SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

WHEREAS, an Jenuory 4, 1988 1he HONORABLE
ROSALINA L. LUNA FISON, Presiding Judge ol Branch
107 of this Court issued an Order in the above-entiled
cese the dispositive portion of which reads as follows:

“WHEREFORE, let the summons together with a copy
ol tha Petition be served upon the respondent by pub-
lication in & newspaper ol general circulation in the Phil
ippines for two (2) conseculive weeks pursuant lo the
Rules.

“Petitioner 1s hereby ordered to submit the Affidavit
ol Publication and the seperate issues ol the nowspaper
where the summons and the Petition will be published
within fifteen (15) days from the last date o publication
for verification by this Court ™

NOW, THEREFORE, respondent Conrado L. Majin, Jr
whose last address is unknown is hereby summoned and
required to file with Branch 107 of the Regional Trial
Court ¢! Quezon City, National Capital Judicial Region.
Bulwagen ng Ketarungen, Ouezon City his Answer (o the
Petition filed against him in the instent case within sixty
(60) doys from last date of publication of this summons,
upon foilure on his part to do so as aforesaid, petitioner
will toke judgment sgainst him and may demand from
soid Court the relinfs prayed lor in the Pelition

Lat this summaons, together with the Petition be pub
lished st the petitionar's expense in the We Forum, a
newspaper of general circulation solocted by rallle pur
suant to PD 1079 once o week lor two (2) conseculive
wooks. Likewise, let o copy of the summons oy well as
a copy of the Petition together with the Court Order
dated Jonuory 4, 1988 be deposited in tha Post Dffice,
postege pre-paid and sent by registered mail addressed
to the raspondent at his lost known address,

Jonuary 5, 1889, Quezon City, Metre Manile

(Sgd.) MARIA ZORAIDA ZABAT TUAZON

Branch Clerk of Court

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Quezon City

Branch

MARILOU C. DWYER (noe
MARILOU C. CRUZ),
Petitionar,

Civil Case No.
(168:36340

Declaration
of Nullity of
Marriage

- VEISUS - For
CONRADO L. MEJIA, JR
Respondent

PETITION

PETITIONER MARILOU C. DWYER (nee MARILOU C

CRUZ), by counsal, respectfully states that;
NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This 1s & Petition Yo declare the purported marrage
between petitioner Manlouw € Dwyer (nee Manlou C Cruzl
and respondent Conrado L Mepia voud ab imtio on the ground
that the same is Hclinous and bigpamous

THE PARTIES

2. Petitioner MARILOU C DWYER is a Filipino, of legal
age and presently residing at 15 Amethyst Street, Sta
Perpetua Village. Quezon City. She may be served with notices
andl other processes of this Honorable Court through the
undersigned counsel al the 2IF Transorient Maritime Build
ing, 68 Timog Avenue, Quezon City

3. Respondent CONEADO L MEJIA, JR s also a Fili
pino of legal age whose present address is unknown to the
petition, For the reason that respondent’s presenl address
is unknown, leave of this Honorable Court will be sought
in order that summons may be served through publication

MATERIAL ALLEGATIONS

4, On B Seprember 1887, petition married Lawrence M
Dwyer, & British national, in civil ntes, Prior to her mar
riage to Lawrence M Dwyer, petitioner had never been
married before. Neither was she nor had she ever been
married to respondent Conrado L. Majia, Jr

5 Sometime in March 1998, while processing her popers
to acquire # visitor's visa lor travel 1o the United Kingdom
with her husband, petitioner, to their surprise, was informed
by Alistair Vosper, an Entry Clearance Officer of the Bril:
jsh Embassy in Manila, that per records made ovailoble 1o
them, o person nsmed Marilou C. Cruz, whaose name and
parsonal circumsiances ware the same as that of petitionar,
was purportedly married 10 a certain Conrado L. Mejie. Jr
on 18 July 1885 in Mantla

B, A o consequence, petitionar requested the Neational
Census and Statistics Office (NCSO) for a duly cortifiad
frue copy ol the maorrioge contract batween Marilou C
Cruz and Conrado L. Meji, Jr. A copy of the same is sltached
herelo as Annex “A"" A perusal of tho some clearly reveals
that the petilioner did not execute the same as her slieged
signature therein was forged and in no way approximalos
her authentic signature

Additionally, Turther verilication with the NCSO also
ravealed that Conrado L, Mejin, Jr. entered into a previous
marriage with & Merlite C. Coronel on 6 October 19681 at
Lo Paz, Tarlac A photocopy of the duly certified true copy
of the marrisge contrect between Mejio, Jr. and Coronel
is attached horeto as Annex "B.”

7. To maka clear petitioner's stetus prior to her mar
ringe 1o ond to remove any doubts ss to the validity of
petitioner’s marrioge with her husband Lawrence M. Dwyer,
this petition is filed for this Honorable Court to declare the
purported marriage between Marilou C. Cruz and Conrado

L. Mejia, Jr. void ab initie for being fictitious snd biga-

mous

CAUSES OF ACTION

B. Considering, therefore, that no marriage wes cel
ebrated between petitioner and respondent, the purported
marriage evidenced by tha Marriage Contract between
petitioner and respondent 1s voud ab mitio

8. Maoreover, inasmuch as the purporied marnage be
Cruz and Conrado L
supposedly contracled donng the sobsistence ot the mar
nage between Conrado L Mepia, Jro and Merlita €. Coronel
the same is likowise voud ab tarfie Lor being bigamous pur
suanl to Article 35(4) of the Family Code

Iween Marilou C

PRAYER

WHEREFORE. it s respectiully prayed that alter due
notice and hearing, 'lus Honorable Courl declare tha mar
risge between Marloy C Cruz and Conrade L Mejio, Jir
VOID AB INITIO far being fictitious and bigemous

Mujia, Ji

was

Other just and equitable reliels are also prayed for

OQuezon City. 9 December 1988

SANIDAD ABAYA CORTEZ TE
VITERBO ENRIOUEZ & TAN

Counsel for Patilioner
2(F Transonient Maritime Building
66 Timog Avenue, Quezon City

SUBSCRIEED AND SWORN TO before me fhis 161h
doy of Decembar 1898, alfiant exhibiting to me her Com
munity tax Cerlilicate No. 06266996 issued ot QC on

Jan, 14, 1888

Law Firm

Doc. No. 136
Puge No. 28
Book No. Il
By Series of 1088,

(Sgd.) ARTURD O TAN
PTR NO. 0205515/1-13.88/0.C

IBP NO. 451408/1-13.88/Aurora

WE FORUM

VERIFICATION/CERTIFICATION

|, MARILOU C. DWYER, of legal sge and & resident
of 15 Amethyst Streat, Sta. Parpetua Villoge, Quezon
City, depose snd stale under osth (hat:

1. | am the petitioner in the sbove captioned case,
| have read and understood the allegations contained therein,
and | affirm that the same to bo true based on my personal
knowledge and available documents

2. | have nol commenced sny other aclion or pro
ceeding involving the same issues belore any other cour!
tribunal or agency and that there is no such attion of
proceeding pending m any said court, inbunal ar agency
In the event 1hal | should hereafter learn ol any other
aclion or sul involying the same porties and the same
issues raised In this Petition, | underiake 1o inform this
Honorable Court ol the same within tive (5) days from
knowlodge thereol

(Sgd.] MARILOU C DWYER

(Sgd.) ARTUROD 0. TAN
Notary Public
Until Dacember 31, 1888
PTR MNo. 0205515 1/13/88 Q.C,

Jan.25 & Feb. 1, 1993

Farlia

e

MARRIAGE CONTRACT

ENNEX B 7™

—
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BIOMASS COMPOSE MUCH
OF RP’S FUELWOOD NEEDS

BIOMASS compose much
of the fuelwood requirements
in the Philippines,

Farm residues like rice
husk and straw, caconuf husk
and shells, palm o1l Kernel
shells and fiber. and bagassed
arec the main sources ol bio-
mass fuels Residues from
bagasse and rice husk account
for about 12 percent of the
energy balance in the coun-
try.

Biomass - which includes
fuelwood, charcoal and. agn-
culture residues -- are impor-
tant for both the domestic and
the industrial sectors when
used as fuel

Most are basically con-
sumed in the palm oil, coco-
nu* sugar and rice milling
industries, This i1s becau ¢
bjomass are cheaper than other
fuels. Local availability and
rehability of supply add to the
cconomic advantages.

Numerous industries rely
on biomass fuels for process
heat ard drying of the final
product. Many are small-scale
and based on tradiional tech-
nology. These mdustnies usu-
ally purchase the ftuel, but
some alsq collect biomass
fuels from [reé supply sources.

The industries nclude:
agricultural and food process-
ing (like sugar rubber and
coconul processing, rice par-
boiling, fish and meat drying

By PAUL ICAMINA

and smoking), metal process-
ing and mineral-based activi-
lies (e.g. brick making, hime
burning, ceramics and pottery,
smithing, foundry and jew-
elry), and lorest products and
textile industries (e.g. bam-
boo and cane, distilleries,
timber drying, match factories,
silk and textiles)

The domestic sector is the
main user of biomass fuels,
primarily for cooking and
space heating, The main user
groups are farmers and vil-
lagers, but daily wage earn-
ers, industnial workers and
food vendors in cities all use
biomass luels o some extent

Villagers also use biomass
fuels to process agricultural
products ecither for preserva-
tion or for conversion into
tradable commodities.

In «acl, a large amount of
unskilled labor is engaged in
growing, harvesuing, process-
ing, transporting and trading
biomass luels which generate
off-farm income for rural
populations. For instance, over
830.000 lhouscholds were
employed in luelwood-reluted
activities i the Philippines i
1992

During that year. some
536,000 household were in-
volved in gathenng, [58.000
in charcoal making and «ell-
ing, and 40,000 rural and
100,000 urban traders. It was

the main source ol income for
about 10 percent of rural
households, supplying about
40 perecent of their cash earn-
mngs

More recently, modern
biomass energy has developed
through adoption of technolo-
gies like cogeneration (gen-
cration of heat and power in
wood and agro-based indus-
tries) and dendrothermal
power plants (generation of
clectricity by burning woody
biomass).

Cogeneration of heat and
power from residues in for-
est-based and agro-industries
1s bemg increasingly promoted
by the pnivate sector particu-
larly in the Philippines -- and
even i other countries such
as Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thaland,

According to the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
(FAO), the consumption ol
blomass energy has increased
substantially in  Southeast
Asia

In the countries of the
Assoctalion  of  Southeast
Asian Nations  (ASEAN)
encrgy from bromass such as
wood and agriculiural residnes
represents about 40 percent
of total energy consumplion
I'he bulk is from Tuelwood,
with an estimated value ol §7
billion per year

Despite this growth, the

MEDICAL MISSION: First Lady Dr. Luisa ‘“‘Loi”’

Ejercito Estrada examines a

little girl named Charlene Dumagit during a medical mission she conducted recently
as part of her project Serbisyong Pagamutan Para sa Mahihirap held at the Montalban
Heighte in Barangay San Jose in Rodriguez, Rizal. (Malacafiang Photo)

share of bromass energy 1
total energy consumption has
decreasing  for mosl
wlich olten leads
to the misconception that
15 being substituted by mod-
ern energy and 15 phasing out

For the five ASEAN coun

heen
countries

tries where biomass 18 an
important energy source (the
Philippines. Indonesia, Malav-
s Thalland and Vietnam)
con: mption inereased on
average 2 percent per year
between 1985 and 1994, due
mainly to population growth

By using population fore-
casts, an increase of nearly
15 percent in biomass energy
consumption is expected by
2010 over thatin 1995 (MNC
Environment, Science and
Technology News Service)

THERE will be 3.44
million hectares of protected
natural forests by the year
2015.

Increased local commu-
nity and non-government
orgunization participation is
projected to sulliciently
supplement production from
natural forests with those
from forest plantations.

Existing and new plan-
tations (covermg 3 million
has.) are expected to pro-
duce 18.3 million cubic
meters of wood and pulp-
wood by 2015

Total firewood produc-
tion from dipterocarp forests,
plantations, and agricultural
arcas, will increase [rom the
current 12.69 million cubic
meters to 28.7 million cu-
bic meters.

bamboo plantations shall be

About 65,000 has. of
rattan and 35,000 has. of

promoted to augment the use
of timber, particularly by the
furniture and other nonwood
forest-based industries

These are some ol the
targets of the Master Plan for
Forestry Devi lopment (1991-
2015) of the Department ol
Environment and Natural
Resources

The forestry master plan
expects production to center
on 2.4 million has. of seccond-
growth production dipterocary’
forests and at least 100.000
ha ol pine forests. The aim 1s
to establish a permanent lor-
est estate that includes natu-
ral dipterocarp forests, exist-
ing, and yet to be developed
plantations

So far, government and
private sector efforts have
reforested 950,000 has. and
430,000 has., respectively Al
the same time, leases mvolv-
ing forest plantations, indus-

trial tree plantations, tree
tarms, and agroforestry farms
covered 595000 has more

These included 586.257

has covered by certificates of

stewurdship and 76.628 has
of community forest steward-
ships involving 16 287 ben-
Fifty community
forestry projects nvolving
91,480 are being pilot
tested

The master plan projects
that 682,500 hectares of the
2.67 million hus. ol produc-
tive second-growth lorests will
be managed through timber
license agreements and pro-
duction sharing schemes

Log production 15 expected
to merease lrom three million
cubic meters in 1990 10 aboul
five million cubic meiers in
2015

Relorestation 1s expected
to drop to almost 4,000 has.
per year as u result of capable

cliciaries.

hus

PROTECTED NATURAL FORESTS
TO GROW BY 3.44-M HECTARES

forest management by com-
munitics and the privale sec-
lor

As the number of planta-
tions and tensive land-use
areas inerease. a decrease s
expected in the area of brush-
lands (from 246 million has
to 900,000 has.) and grass-
lunds (trom 1.5 million has
to GRO000 has)

[rees, whieh ure expected
thus
expected to reduce soil ero-
ston Irom the current 218
billion tons a vear to only
1.331 Wlhon tons o year

Natural and plantation
forests logging, plantation
development, und wood pro-
cessing are expecled to raise
employment i lorest-based
industries from 275,000 per-
sons in 1991 o 710,000 by
2015 (MNC Environment,
Science and Technology
News Service)

to replace them, are
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METRO SQUATTERS:
JUST LIKE A SONG

By NICK REBONG

MAJORITY of the squat-
ters who were evicted from
the urban poor community
at the foot of the Delpan
Bridge in Tondo, Manila
have transferred to other
squatter communities in
Metro Manila.

This was revealed in the
findings of a two-year research
made by the Urban Research
Consortium, & non-govern-
mental research institution, in
coordination with the Urban
Poor Associates, on the con-
sequences of violent evictions
and distant relocations on the
urban poor

The cgnsortium noted that
the squatters have squatted,
shared space with relatives,
bought rights of rented space
in their new settlements, also
under the bridge, in Tayuman,
Quiapo, Monumento, Parola,
Novaliches, Sampaloc, and
Baseco.

Others have returned lo
other areas in Delpan not yet
demolished.

Against this backdrop, the
consortium called on the
government to re-think its
current program on eviction
and relocation of urban poor
communities in Metro Manila,
saying that housing officials
should think long-term by
coming up with sustainable
relocation projects that can
effectively address the urban
poor problem.

‘“‘Relocated urban poor
residents tend to permanently
stay only in relocation sites
that have proper roads, po-
table water, electric supply,
schools and health services,
Even violent eviction cannot
stop them from leaving inad-
equate relocation siles and
going back to occupy public
lands in the metropolis,”” it
said.

The consortium recalled
that the Delpan community,
which was composed of three
neighborhood clusters, was
demolished last June 26 by
operatives of the Manila’s
Slum Clearance and Demoli-

tion Services
Melvin Balagot.
Since the demolition, the
residents have become a pic-
ture of misery and suffering
most especially the women
and children of Declpan who
are affected by this tragedy.
Up to the day the survey was
conducted, there was no clear
indication .that an acceptable
resolution to their situation

headed by

belongings, demolish their
temporary lean-tos or forcibly
bring their families to distant
relocation camps.

A large number of those
cconomically affected were
not able to work for a month
or an aggregate total cost of
570 person hours (at eight
hours a day). Overall people’s
productivity was hampered by
the demolition.

tion to the day the survey was
conducted, 99 families re-
ported that members of their
houschold fell ill, Of these
households, 81.81 percent had
treatment, some form of medi-
cation and incurred expenses,
while the rest did not have
treatment or medication.

Of the total number of

individuals, 20.58 percent or
155 persons fell ill. Of those

Tobacco and violence
worst health risks

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

AIDS and new, emerging
diseases may hog the head-
lines, but there are other
health risks such as tobacco,
violence, and occupational
hazards that take their toll
as well.

It 1s estimated, for ex-
ample, that tobacco causes
three million deaths a year
primarily from lung cancer
and circulatory diseases.

The use of alcohol illicit
drugs and other psycho-ac-
tive substances causes at
least 123,000 deaths annu-
ally, according to the World
Health Organization’s Health
Report 1997,

Alcohol is also implicated
in crime, violence, marital
breakdown and major losses
in industrial productivity.
Amphetamines and other
psychostimulant drugs are
increasingly being used
worldwide; in many coun-
tries drug injection is becom-

would come along their way.

The consortium cited that
during and after the demoli-
tion, 21.42 percent of the
cconomically active residents
registered the negative impuct

of the demolition on thegr '

livelihood. Many of the resi-
dents either stopped working,
were suspended or fired from
work due to their inability to
report to work during the
period of the demolition
Most of those who stopped
working pointed out that what
forced them to indefinitely
stop from going to work was
the fear and anxiety that any-
time operatives of City Hall
might return to their commu-
nity and confiscate their few

SQUATTERS: From one place to another.

A total of 869 person days
or equivalent to 6,952 person
hours was lost as a conse-
quence; lost person days or
person hours which could
have been put into produc-
tive use that could have earned
income for the households and
the entire community.

Productivity lost when
translated in terms of income
lost was compulted al
P96,003.00 for those affected,
representing 23.02 pereent of
the total community income
a month. This means an av-
erage income lost  of
P2.,722.30 for every house-
hold.

During the period starting
from the date of the demoli-

who got sick, 46.75 percent
suffered from respiratory ail-
ments from common coughs
and colds symptoms of intlu-
enza to a variety ol pneumo-
nia, 2402 were
stricken  with
fever, some identitied
since a number did not seek
medication, while 13.63 per-
cent had stomach problems
from ulcer attacks, diarrhea
and El Tor

Of the 20 pregnant women
in the community, one had a
miscarniage, live had prema-
ture delivery where two of the
babies died while the three
survived, eight had normal
delivery where all infants
survived

percent

not

a varety of

The consortium traced the
health problems of the com-
munity to the condition of
their sleeping area and diet.
Sinee the demolition, the
housing facility in the com-
munity have gone from bad
io worse especially because
their housing materials were
confiscated by the Manila
demolition crew

From June 26 up to the
present, the temporary shel-
ter of the residents were made
of plastic scraps, cardboards,
a few corrugated sheets and
pieces of wood pancl hastily
put together. Some makeshifl
houses do not have walls or
roofs and are sometimes the
size of 4 dog kennel. (MNC)

INg more common.
In all its forms, violence
has increased dramatically

* worldwide in recent decades.

During 1993, at least 4 mil-
lion deaths resulted from
unintentional or intentional
injury, including 300,000
murders,

Of the violent deaths,
some 3 million were in the
developing world. In many
countries, homicide and
suicide account for 20%-
40% of deaths in males aged
15-34

In half the countries of
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, homicide 1s the sec-
ond leading cause of death
in people aged 15-24. It is
more [requent among men
and increases in direct rela-
tionship with age, and is
closely associated with de-
pression, personality disor-
ders, substance abuse and
schizophrenia,

In occupational hazards,
the figures seem like the
casualties of a major war;
at least 200,000 killed, more
than 120 million njured.

However, these losses
oceur not on a battlefield but
in the workplacg, They are
only part of the much wider
impact of health hazards at
work

The links between alco-
hol and work injury are of
rising concem. There may be
up to 160 million cases a
year of occupational diseases
stemming from exposure 1o
chemical, biological and
physical agents, and other
environmental hazards. Sur-
veys show increasing expo-
sure to psychological stress
at work.

There are of course also
hazards at home: among
unintentional injuries falls
kill more ‘people than any-
thing except traffic acci-
dents, and most falls occur
at home, as do most deaths
from burning.

Most injuries at home are
sustained by children under
live and elderly women

Those at highest risk from
road accidents are motor-
cycle riders; head injury is
a major cause of death and
permanent disability, the nsk
of which can be markedly
reduced through the use of
crash helmets. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)
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