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ECHEGARAY'S EXECUTION STALLED

TORTURE
CONTINUES
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‘ASIA
MUST
FEED
ITSELF’

HOW MUCH
IS NATURE’S

President Estrada and First Lady Dr. Luisa “Lol’* Estrada offer a toast during the annual New Year's Vin D’Honneur for the members
WOR.rH? of the diplomatic corps held last Jan. § in Malacaiiang. Shown with the First Couple are Foreign Sccretary Domingo Siazon, Jr. (left) and
Papal Nuncio Archbishop Gian Vincenzo Moreni, dean of the diplomatic corps. Archbishop Moreni, who responded to the toast, pledged
Page 1 2

the support of the diplomatic community for the programs of the Estrada administration especially those that will uplift the live# of the
poor. (Malacafiang Photo)
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STALLING ECHEGARAY
EXECUTION DEBATED

By ERIC S. GIRON
THE late Quezon City Judge Maximiano Asuncion sentenced to death Leo Echegaray on September

7, 1994 when capital punishment was restored afte
The Supreme Court has reversed several ver
death sentence in 1996

Why then did Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Hilario Davide Jr. pass the
buck to Congress for
guidance in reviewing the
death penalty law?

Sen. Raul Roco paved
the way for the enactment
of a law to repeal Repub-
lic Act 7659 imposing
death for incestuous rape
like that committed by
Echegaray on his minor
daughter. However, 12

. members of the commit-
tees on constitutional

— amendments and revision
of lalws favored retention
of the death penalty law.

. House representatives
were in no mood to en-

: gage in a lengthy debate,
saying they favored capi-
tal punishment.

The Catholic Church

and with finality in 1997.

explained it was not con-
doning criminality in fa-
voring  reprieve in
Echegaray's execution but
was merely upholding the
value of human life which
Catholic bishops™ secre-
tary Rodolfo Diamante
said ‘‘only God has the
right to take.”

But El Shaddai charis-
matic movement €xpo-
nents said some quarters
masquerading as pro-lifers
“‘should aptly be called
pro-criminal,”” and that it
is ‘‘disheartening to see
other rejoice over the fail-
ure of justice to be car-
ried out’” like the nuns ju-
bilantly cheering the stay
of the execution.

Some lawmakers de-
nounced the Supreme
Court for stopping the

execution and turning the
case into a ‘‘political
issue.”” Davide main-
tained it was not politi-
cal and the resolution
itself could best determine
if it was so or otherwise.
He refused to react to
criticisms that the SC
upheld the constitutional-
ity of the death penalty
law and the legality of
Echegaray’s death verdict.

But Justice Sec. Serafin
Cuevas saw no valid rea-
son for suspending the
death sentence on
Echegaray since the law
reimposing capital punish-
ment has ‘‘never been
amended. much less re-
pealed.”

ABOLITION BID

GAINS
Before the 1900s, four

r the last execution took place 22 years before.
dicts since then but it affirmed Echegaray’s

Latin American countries
abolished the death pen-
alty so that only Chile,
Cuba, El Salvador and
four Mexican states en-
forced it. New Zealand
also abolished the death
penalty. In 1963, Britain
put an end to hanging.

Anti-death penalty ad-
vocates point to the grav-
ity of miscarriage of jus-
tice: “‘Justice is not al-
ways blind. Trials are not
always fair. Lawyers are
not alwayvs honest. Judges
are not always just. But
death is always final ™’

DEATH CONS
POOR?

Simply because 91 per-
cent of the 864 death con-
victs in Bilibid Prison at
the end of 1998 mostly
came from the ranks of

CONVICT ECHEGARAY:

marginal farmers, fisher-
men, laborers and the un-
employed, it is not con-
clusive that the reimpo-
sition of the death pen-
alty in 1994 is discrimi-
natory_as anti-poor.

The 8.5 percent unem-
ployed, 33.5 unskilled and
18.8 semi-skilled laborers,
15.5 subsistence farmers
and fishermen meted the
death penalty were more
than the nine percent busi-
nessmen, managers and
skilled professionals and
the seven percent police-
men and soldiers. But cir-
cumstances pressure the
poor majority 10 commit
crnimes than the adequately
provided for minority.

Add the 8.5 percent
professional criminals
who are dominantly poor
and these are the ones
who comprise the major-
ity.

Cf the 101 rapists or
13 percent now incarcer-
ated at Bilibid are those
who raped seven-year-old
Angel Alquiza and eight-
year-old Jonabel Antolin
of whom we have writ-
ten about in the past, who
were brutally killed after.

Further torture.

Eighteen of the slain rape
victims were 12 years or
below.

Statistics show 56 per-
cent of the death row in-
mates committed aggra-
vated rape which in-
creases the incidence of
cases after the death pen-
alty was reimposed in
1994. In view of the per-
sistence of crimes against
chastity< how can men of
the cloth seck clemency
for a girl’s rapist again
and again out of sheer
animal libido?

President Estrada said
because of that, Leo Eche-
garay cannot be forgiven.
The death con was grant-
ed his wish to marry his
girlfriend, Zenaida Javier.
And now several obstacles*
are resorted to in order,
to stall the execution.

President Estrada de-
plored the Supreme
Court’s deferment of
Leo’s execution to June
15 as a bad precedent and
encouragement for perpe-
trators of heinous crimes.
He said if Congress en-
acts a bill to repeal the
death penalty law, he will
veto il.
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WHO’S ESCALATING
WAR IN MINDANAO?

By ERIC S. GIRON

F THE deployment of mokre government
troops around Moro Islamic Liberation Force
camps in Maguindanao by the Army’s 6th
Infantry Battalion and the red alert order for
police-military units purportedly in anticipation of

insurgent attack a mere

MILF political affairs
chairman Ghadzali Jaafar
said his group has received
information the army is
pouring troops around
Camp Omar in the Talayan-
Datu Piang-Sharif Aguak
complex. He said the MILF
has bolstered its perimeter
fence by establishing check-
points lgading to Camp
Abubakar.

Ghadzali assured (he
MILF will not start hostil-
ties but is prepared to re-
taliate if attacked. even
during the holy month of
Ramadan.

The governors-mayors
league has revived an old
scare that the MILF is out
to bomb Davao, General
Santos, Cayagan de Oro and
Cotabato cities. Davao
Mayor Benjamin de
Guzman urged maximum
tolerance toward the rebels
to avert another Mindanao
war.

Moro bandits strutting
around with loose high-
powered rifles and promot-
ing the culture of violence
are becoming oo presump-
tuous that they have soy-
ereignty over the Mindanao
territory they occupy as a
Muslim state separate from
the Philippine government.

They adhere to the con-
cept of a Bangsa Moro

nation as if by virtue of !

their Muslim religion they
are a community alien to
the Philippines and its laws.
This belief is deeply rooted
from the time the Spaniards
colonized the Philippines in

'

Malacaian scenario?

the 16th century up to 1898
when the Americans tock
over, and after the Philip-
pines was proclaimed in-
dependent in 1946 up to the
present

Using loose firearms,
some of which filtered in
from neighboring countries
sympathetic to the Islamic
Moro cause. the insurgents
style themselves as liber-
ating lorces. Nurulladhi
Misuari in 1970 founded
the Moro National Libera-
tion Front that sparked off
the armed rebellion in
Mindanao aimed towards a
Bangsa Moro republic.

A spin-off from the
MNLF was the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front of
Hashim Salamat, now led
by Al Haj Murad, which has
outgrown the MNLF. Once
the biggest thorn in the
government's side, Misuari
is now discharging his
duties as governor of the
Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao and co-
operating with the govern-
ment peace effort,

The MILF has drawn up
46 territories with 31 minor
and 13 major camps under
its control which Jaafar
claims the government rec-
ognized in two 1997 agree-
ments. Jaafar operates under
the misconception that the
Philippine Constitution was
enacted for over 60 million
Filipinos but not the Moros
as if they are a separate po-
litical and religious entity
from the Christians.

Jaafar admits the MILF,
like the MNLF. is nurturing
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MILF REBELS: Gearing

the concept of an indepen-
dent Islamic state 1n
Mindanao which is opposed
to the Philippine Constitu-
tion since it will fragment
the nation’s patrimony
Jaafar invited presidential
peace adviser Manuel Yan,

a former Armed Forces chief

of staff, who heads the
government  negotiating
panel, to inspect the MILF
camps after the month-long
Ramadan

Yan said his panel had
inspected the camps but
found them empty of insur-
gents, in his broadcast over
radio station dzMM.

If the MILF will agree to
negotiate for peace, Jaatar
demands government recog-
nition of its territories. How
can the government agree 1o
a lie? The MILF wants these
areas recognized to ensure
against military attack while
talks are ongoing.

Recognizing territories as
that of the MILF would be
tantamount to admitting the
rebels have sovereignty over
them. Of course only the
Philippine government has
sovereignty and cannot sur-
render this to insurgents.

That was why President
Joseph Estrada took the only
stance he can that the gov-
emment will meet force with
force, violence with violence
which is the only language
the rebels understand.

One facet of the anti-sub-
version campaign the gov-
ernment has to exploit to the
fullest 1s to provide for the
economic needs of the
country’s  impoverished
people in Mindanao and
elsewhere in the Philippines

Moros may ascribe their
belligerence 1o centuries of
warlike culture from the time
foreign colomzers sought to
subjugate the Filipinos. But

no sensible people can long
indulge in conflict and vio-
lence impervious to the del-
eterious effects on their
families who normally pre-
fer an orderly peaceful life.
L] L] L
PORK BARREL

DISGUISED STINKS

JUST THE SAME

President Joseph Estrada
signed the P579.5-billion
1999 national budget exclud-
ing the Countryside Devel-
opment Fund, Congressional
Initiatives Allocation and
Poverty Alleviation Fund
identified as pork barrel in
the 1998 budget

But he did not veto P15
billion inserted by senators
and representatives under a
new collar for the same old
pork barrel dog which more
than doubles the P2.5 bil-
lion 1998 total pork barrel,

The legislators lopped off
PS5 4 billion from the P120.7

billion debt service fund for
their pork barrel disguised
as Rural-Urban Infrastructure
Development Fund. This
fund with the P2.6 billion
‘“‘Lingap sa Mahirap’® fund
and P1.5 billion Food Se-
curity Fund are among the
P15 billion earmarked as
Congress pork barrel by a
Senate-House bicameral
conference committee.
Instead of paring the
country’s astronomical for-
eign debt, the legislators
would rather renege on the
Supreme Court mandafe that
debt service should not be
reappropriated and diverted
to other purposes such as pet
projects of political constitu-
ents, This a la carte fund-
ing has no checks and bal-
ances to ensure the funds do
not go to politicians’ pock-
ets instead. S
President Estrada abol-

(Next page, please)
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ished the Countrywide De-
velopment Fund in the origi-
nal budget submitted by
Malacalfian to Congress.
But the P5.4 billion infra-
structure fund will undergo
the same rigmarole of law-
makers’ constituents pin-
pointing the infrastructure
projects they want which
will be implemented by cor-
responding agencies

ESTRADA ASSURES

President Estrada assured
the disbursement of budget
items will not be at the dis-
cretion of lawmakers be-
cause he will not allow it
By his pronouncement, he
15 holding the pursestrings.
Il the legislators do nol
conform with his programs,
they won't get any funding
for their projects

The legislators were si-
lent on whether or not they
dic-

tum and the method ol dis-

subsecribe to Estrada’s

bursement -- lor the present
Alter

ceived

all each of them re-
P10OG 000 from
Malacafian’s social fund and
P100,000 from Speaker
Manuel Villar as Christmas
gifts, not counting the P40
million pork barrel for each
ol the 222 congressmen und
P260 million euch for the 24
senators. This sets back the
national trensury by P44.4
billion

Estrada’s admimstration
priorities are irigation, farm-
to-market
buildings and brnidges which
House and Senate members
may recommend under the
government program. e
said there 1s no ceiling n
the cost of mfrastructure
projects the legislators will
recommend so long as they
conform with this programs

“It’s pork barrel when
it's discretionary,"’ Estrada
qualified, citing funds for
scholarships, basketball
courts, waiting sheds and
medicine for a legislator’s
district which he will not
allow ““They can place it
anywhere they want but |
won’t allow 1t.”’

Senators are entitled to
P175 million pork barrel and
House members P40 million
each. Estrada said even if a
project costs P200 million,

Ttmtls_ Schm\]

he is willing to finance it if

.mecessary in line with his
“programs.

A special provision bans
Malacafian. from using the
mandatory reserve fund con-

tributed by government de-
partments which Estrada
wanted to tap. Malacafian
has to consult the Senate
finance committee and the
House appropriations .com-
mittee if the fund will be
used for any punse.

A more effective method
in combatting kidnapping for
ransom prevalent in Metro
Manila and Mindanao was
sought by law enforcers be-
cause of the dismissed sol-
diers and policemen engaged
in the lucrative, at times

MISUARI: Can he help?

P500-M CRIME FUND

The budget signed by
President listrada Wednes-
day (Dec

additional PS5O0

30 contains an
million for
the Presidential Anti-Orga-
nized Crime Commission
chuired by the Chiel Execu-
tive and headed by Chyel Su-
perintendent Panfilo Lacson
purportedly Lo aequire
matenal mmlormation and
necessary equipment to com-
bat and eradicate organized
crimes

Ihe President has taken
it upon himsell to oversee
the apportionment and dis-
bursement of the PS00-mil-
lion fund primarily for in-
telligence gathenng. He sad
cres that will share in
the P500 million intelhgence
fund are the Armed Forces
und PNP criminal investiga-
tion and detection groups,
National Intelligence Coor-
dinating Agency, narcotics
command, Presidential Anti-
Smuggling Task Force and
the National Bureau of In-
vestigation,

agen

Certain newspapers re-
ported Lacson would have
discretion over the P560
million fund which he
planned to use in his plan
to run for senator in the next
election. President Estrada
denied this. He said the fund
will also be used for cash
rewards to law enforcement
agents and anti-crime infor-
mants.

[ ] L ] [

ANTEKIDNAPPING

METHOD EXPLORED

risky business thal rakes in
millions of pesos vearly
The chmate 1s conducive
to the 6.7 percent leap of
Kidnap-lor-ransom cases log
the first 11 months of 1998
to a total ol
ported
listed o

139 cases re-
against 130
1997

Cases

W it'ld

powerful lirearms 1ssued to

[he servicemen

them while in service or rent
Cel-
lular phones and other com-

them on hourly basis

municalions lacililies are
also available at low rates.

Only the Kidnapping cases
reported (o the police are
recorded so that the rate of
ncidence is deceivingly fow
But ransom Kidnapping cases
have progressively increased
through the years from 50
in 1994 to 51, 54 88 &nd
95 in 1998, which is 28
percent of the total in live
years.

Metro Manila tops kid-
napping cases with 29;
Western Mindanao has 27,
Southern Tagalog nine
Central Luzon eight, Central
Mindanao has 27, Southemn
Tagalog nine, Central Luzon
eight, Central Mindanao and
the Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao six, and
ten each in Ceniral and
Eastern Visayas and North-
ern Mindanao.

The P141,310,000 runsom
money paid out in 1997
dwarls the P38 172 000
shelled out in 1998 to the
kidnappers o releas:
hostages.

The policr |

aielr

wve arrested

High School

Philippines Los Bafios

FAMILY GARDEN WINNERS
IN ILOCOS SUR BARED

DR. JOSE CAMACHO. schools division superintendent of Ilocos Sur, announced
recently the winners of the Family Garden Project (FGP) contest in the province.
Adjudged winners were Jennielyn Pascua, grade V student of Talogtog Elementary
School in Candon town; and Michelle Dacquel, fourth year student of Sinait National

Volunteer FGP Project Director Jose G, Burgos, Jr. recently visited the province
to evaluate the various lamily gardens in llocos Sur. The FGP is a jokint project of
the Philippine Home Economics Association and the Department of Agriculture in
cooperation with the Dept. of Education, Culture and Sports and the University of the

HIGH SCHOOL WINNER: Michelle Dacquel (third from left) with her mother
and teachers, H.E. Division Supervisor Luz Rupanut, principal Nancy Bumatay
of Sinait National High School, Joe Burgos, Emerita Yabes and Perlita [banez.

b ‘-.““h

and J.G.Burgos, Jr.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINN'ER Pupil Jennielyn Pascua in her garden with
Rose Dumlao, Luz Rapanut, District Supervisor Rosario Villalobos, Alex Rago

only 104 of the 225 suspects
in the 95 ransom kidiupping
cases and killed 16 in 1998
One hundred for remain at
large.

The number of loose fire-
arms in the hunds of ban-

dits and those claiming to
be members of a Bangsa
Moro liberation army who
ure proposing a Mushim stute
separate from the Philippine
government have made kid-
napping one of their flagrunt

sources for funding in
Mindanao.

The secessionist movement
like the revolutionary commu-
nist movemenlt are subversive
and should be dealt with
accordingly by the Philippine
government.

¢
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‘ASIA MUST FEED ITSELF’

By EMIL Q. JAVIER
President, University of the Philippines,
and Chairman, Organizing Committee

Sor the Asia Rice Foundation

N THE last 30 years while
population has doubled, success-
ful research and international
cooperation have enabled food pro-
duction to more than keep pace.
However, the struggle to stay ahead
of a food crisis in Asia is far from
over. The population of the region is
expected to increase by more than 1.6
billion in the next three decades, while
rice land is decreasing in most
countries. Future food needs will be
more difficult to meet and will require
the full efforts of existing organi-
zations combined with new initiatives.
In much of Asia, where rice is the essence
of survival, poor people in both cities and
rural areas spend hall to three-fourths of their
incomes on rice -- and only rice. Keeping
rice prices within their means 1s un absolute
must for social. economic und political sta
bility -- and for promoting development und
alleviating poverty. Asia will he prosperons
only if it can feed itself
A truly global effort must be mohilized 10
keep the region’s nee bowls tull Rice re-
search must continue to provide betler ways
of coaxing ‘'more rice [rom less lund  while
preserving the fragile environment. Rice farm-
ing must also be made altractive 1o luture
genergtions. Because of the magnitude ol this
endeavor, no one organization can do it all
Collaboration among diverse partners 15 key
And to succeed, this massive cffort must be
well coordinated, timely -- and well lunded
Financial support to rice research and
development has steadily declined over the
pust 10 years, and at all levels -- nterna-
tional, regional, and national. The truditionul
sources of funding for international rice re-
search and the aid money lrom the western
world are drying up. The budgets provided
to the national rice programs in Asia arc simply
not adequate to support the research neceded
to prevent future food shortages -- nor are
they stable from year to vear lLong-term
research endeavors nccessary 1o ensure lood
security are difficult to implement hecause ol
these challenges
A new regional initiative -- the Asin Rice
Foundation -- is established to coordinute this
massive effort, with focus in Asia It 1x an
initiative borne out of the recagnition thal
more than 90% of rice 18 grown und con-
sumed in Asia, and that Asia must begin 1o
take a major responsibility for linancing rice
research and development, a task that has been
traditionally done by the western world. The
Asia Rice Foundation is initiated by Asins
and will be operated by Asians und targeted
al benefiting Asians.
VISION, MISSION AND GOAL
Vision. The Asiz Rice Foundution has o
vision of a prosperous Asia that cun feed -
sell, treasures the rich heritage of ils nee
cultures, cares about the well-bemg ol both
its rice consumers und producers. and vilues

The Asla Rice Foundation

For more than ':‘ﬂ f
life- It Is the grain that ’
cultures, diets, and t_.
of people In Asia. For th

rice is simply unthinl
-

ARP’'S BROCHURE: Public awareness

campaign.

s rice-prowing land as a precious commod-
ity Lo be shared with Tuture generations
\fiwsient The mission ol the Asia Rice Foun-
dation 15 1o mobilize and provide support for
research  educational. cultural, and advocacy
movements that promote public appreciation

ol the role of rice in the diverse cultures of

Asta. and ensure that farmers can produce
enough rice to feed Asia's growing popula-
tion, while preserving the environment,

(ioal. The Foundation’s goal is lo estab-
lish an endowment lund that will generate
sufficient carnings to finance programs on
continuing basis, Earnings will be used to
build  strengthen. and support programs de-
‘~1¥IIL‘|I o

« ['und research und promote international
cooperahion on all aspects of rice production,
processing, marketing and consumption.

« Preserve Asia’s rice cultural heritage and
encourage its appreciation,

« Promote policies that provide a favor-
able environment for all nee sectors

» Raise public awareness on the impor-

A TRULY GLOBAL EFFORT MUST

BE MOBILIZED TO KEEP THE

REGION’S RICE BOWLS FULL.

RICE RESEARCH MUST CONTINUE

TO PROVIDE BETTER WAYS OF

COAXING MORE RICE
FROM LESS LAND.

tance of rice and its critical link to economic
development.
KEY FEATURES

The target endowment is US$500 million.
Grants will begin when the endowment fund
reaches USSS5 million. An international panel
of experts will determine the program and
research agenda

Recipients of the Foundation's grants in-
clude individuals, national, regional and n-
ternational organizations 1n both the public
and private sectors, including NGOs. The
Foundation’s sponsored activities will comple-
ment those already in place and help build
bridges and collaboration among entities of
all types

MODE OF OPERATION

« The primary role of the Foundation is to
provide financial assistance to existing inst-
tutions, and to coordinate those activities lor
maximum elliciency. It will not undertake ac-
tivities that are already performed by exist-
ing national. regional and international orga-
nizations.

« Contrnibutors to the Endowment Funds
of the Asin Rice Foundation are public and
private sectors worldwide, with locus on the
private sector and Asia.

+ Recipients of the Foundation’s grants will
include individuals and orgamizations world-
wide - Ifrom public and privite sectors, re-
gional und international, and NGOs. The
Foundution’s sponsored activities will comple-
ment those already in place and will help build
bridges and foster collaboration among enti-
ties ol all types, between international, re-
gional and national organizations and among
national organizations,

GOVERNANCE

= The Asia Rice Foundation will be man-
aged and primarily funded by Asians, with

ASIAN POPULATION: More people, less rice.

DR. JAVIER

headquarters in one of the Asian countrics.
Funds will be generated through membership
fees and direct donations.

» There will be three types of members:

a) Patrons - Personalities of international
stature and prestige who will lend their names
and reputations to the cause of the Founda-
tion and bring into the Foundation interna-
tional and regional goodwill and support;

b) Member Countries - Asian countries that
arc signatories to the international agreement
for the establishment of the Asia Rice Foun-
dation, or that have national rice foundations
affiliated with the Foundation; and

¢) Donor Members - Other Governments,
public and private institutions, organizations,
and/or corporations, and individuals who
provide substantial financial contributions to
the Foundation

« There will be a Board of Trustees to set
policies lor the operations ol the Foundation.
It will be composed of 20-25 members rep-
resenting all the 3 types of Foundatian's Mem-
bers

« Officers of the Foundation will comprise
an Executive Director, a Corporate Secretary,
and a Treasurer

STATUS

The Rockefeller Foundation is supporting
exploratory work toward the establishment of
the Asia Rice Foundation, including the ini-
tial stages of information gathering and dis-
semination. This support began in May 1997.

The organizing Committee for the Asia Rice
Foundation was set up in February 1998 lo
provide policy and guidelines for the opera-
tions of the Asia Rice Foundation Project,
Currently, it comprises four (4) members, one
cach from Japan, Indonesia, Philippines and
Thailand, with the Chair of the IRRI Board
of Trustees as an ex-officio member. The Com-
mittec will guide the Asia Rice Foundation,
during the establishment phase up to the time
when the first Board of Trustees is set up.

The concept of the Asia Rice Foundation
has so far received broad endorsement and
support. In February 1997, former President
.V Ramos of the Philippines committed USS]
million as seed endowment to the Asia Rice
Foundution, a part of which has already been
released

_The ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and
Forestry (AMAF), at its 1998 meeting in Hanoi,
Vietnam, endorsed and supported the Asia
Rice Foundation and called on private sec-
tors in Asia and aid agencies to provide funding
for this initiative

Thailand through the Thar Ministry of For-
cign Affairs. has been invited to be the ini-
tistor and host of an International Agreement
Iistablishing the Asia Rice Foundation, to be
signed by severul countries in Asia. This will

(Page 10, please)
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RICE REPORTING IN RP MEDIA *

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.
(Working paper presentedl at the Asian Media and Rice Conference in Bangkok, Thailand, December 3-5, 1998)

T IS, indeed ironic, that information about

rice, both as a major agricultural industry and

a staple food item, has not reached the general
public in terms of raising their levels of awareness
about this vital crop nor has it generated enough
support in enhancing rice-related policies and
programs of government and non-government
institutions.

BURGOS IN BANGKOK

-its share

That it is a common
enough commodity and, there-
fore, taken for granted, may
be one of the reasons why rice
reporting in both the broad-
cast and print media has not
caught much attention among
communication practitioners,
Compounding this problem 1s
the sceming lack of a reliable
channel where knowledge and
inlormation about rice can be
funneled.

Yel rice is very much a part
of Asian culture and is an
integral part of human history
Il we go by statisties. experts
on rice prediet that rice pro-
duction may not be sutlicient
to teed about 4.3 billion
consumers by the year 2025
How media can help gener-
ate support to meet this ¢chal-
lenge remams to be seen

In the past. the media
industry, espectally  those
involved i newspapers and
publications has contributed
limited ns 1L muy
seem. in ventilating certain
national and regional issues®
about the future ol A

REGIONAL TRIAL

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF MANILA
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
FORECLOSURE NO

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

98-1434

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under at 3135, as Ame
4, 1998 by BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK, INC. Imortgagee),

fees, accrued interest and penalties after November 13,

will sell at Public Auction on JANUARY 21,
thereafter and not later

ment, TO WIT:

A parcel of land (Lot 4-B of the subdlivision plan
a portion of Lot 4, Blk 1, Pes-2156, L.R.C. Rec

Right of Way of the subd plan; on the NW,,
the NE.. along lines 4-5.6 by Lot 5, Bik 1,

1,2,6,6 & 7 Inclusive Perpetual Right of Way

encumbrances thereon, if any there be.
Manila, Philippines, December 15, 1998

(Sgd.) LANIEL P. JORNADA
Sheriff IV
Sheriff Incharge

nded by Act 4118 on December
with principal address at Paseo
de Roxas cor., dela Rosa Streel, Makati City, pursuant to terms and Condition of the Real
Estate Mortgage Contract dated AUGUST 26, 1996, duly executed and signed in due form
by SPS. SEVERINA J, CUYUGAN AND CELSO A. CUYUGAN of legal age,
s, with residence and postal address at 277 Dalisay street,
to satisty the mortgage indebtedness of the mortgagors to the mortgagee In the sum of
EIGHT HUNDRED FIVE THOUSAND FIFTY THREE & 85/100 PESOS (P805,053.85) Philippine
Currency, as of November 13, 1998, inclusive of interest and penalties plus attorney's
1998 until the date of sale Sherifi’s
fees, and all other incidental expenses, etc., the Undersigned or her duly authorized Sherift
1999 at 10:00 o'clock in the morming or soon
than 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon at the main entrance of the
Manila City Hall {Fronting the Flagpole or Philippine Normal University), to the highest
bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency the following real property with all its /mprove

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 215510

PSD -
Nao, 7680), situated in the
Sampaloc, City of Manila, Bounded on the SW., along lines 1-2-3 by Lot 4-C with Perpetual
along- line 3-4 by Lot 3-D Psd 17453; on
Pes-2166, and on the SE.,
Lot 4-A with perpetual Right of Way of the Subd, plan; on the Southeastern portion pts
of 2.00 m., wide is provided
a point marked ‘*1'" on plan, being S. 37 deg. 04'E,, 4919.74 m, MORE OR LESS xxxxxxx

Prospective buyers may investigate for themselves the title hereinabove described and

JJESUSA P. MANINGAS
Clerk ‘of Goupt and Ex-Officio Sheriff

Dec. 28, 1998, Jan. 4 & 11, 1999

Filipino citizen/”|

Bacood, Sta. Mesa, Manila

003906 - 030333-0, being

District of

along line 6-7 by

Beginning at
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During the 70s the mass media
focused its concerns on agri-
cultural productivily, over
population and environmen-
tal degradation. This was par-
ticularly true at the onset of
the “Green Revolution” where
rice sufficiency and- produe-
tivity was its giehor

It was during this period

that well-meaning journalists,

coined the term “*developmens
tal journalism *

In-depth stories ubout sci-
ence. technology and agricul-
turc-oriented developments
were in vogue, Publishers and
cditors in the Philippines and
other parts of Asin recogmzed
the importunce ol such Kind
of reporting that they nsu-
tuted o news service culled
Depthnews munaged by the
At
almost a

Press Foundathion ol
[Towever, aller
decade. this news service had
to be suspended due to [inan-
crnl constranmts
the Mhil-
ippine newspipers carned on
this kind ol
today local publications ¢on-

In the meantime

reportage and
tne to publish news and
articles angled on socio-eco-
teehnologieal
and agrcultural developnient

fomie saenee
Ihis may be gauged by the
emergence of sechons on the
same stthjeet in these news-
papers, [Towever, only the
mainstream  daily . newspapers

carried such sections. The
more popular tablods in the
vernacular left out develop-
mental stories from their
pages,

Moreover, duc to the
““‘shotgun’” manner by which
in-depth reporting was ap-
plied, general topics especially
in agriculture, prevailed. It
was only on special occasions

'that stories about rice were

published - and most of them

fwere reports about rice short-

age, rice production problems
like pests and discases, and
the so-called ill-etTects of new
rice hybrids

There are several sources
of rice information in the Phil-
ippines und they are, namely:
the International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI), De-
partment of” Agriculture (par-
ticularly the Philippine Rice
Insttute) and State colleges
and universities. Just the same,
local agricultural journalists
are lard-put in gathering sto-
ties ltom these sources duc
to the taet that the headguar-
ters are located outside Mctro
Manmili where most ol the
newspapers are based

Rice need
therelore. to their
network of information so that
journilists in the print and
hroadeast media can have a
regular vehiele from which
thev ean freely and expedi-

mnstitutions
review

tiously gather newsbreaks and
latest information about de-
velopments in the world of
rice.

The information explosion
we are now experiencing
through computer technology
can go a long way in assist-
ing communicators gather
their news in the most accu-
rate and fastest way possible
Rice knowledge and informa-
tion s ever expanding in the
website, for instance, but this
is limited to general facts and
figures of existing conditions
and not the latest develop-
ments about rice in the re-
gion,

A reliable and regular flow
of information and exchange
o! 1deas may be necessary lo
strengthen professional rela-
tionship among, initially
participants in this conference
and between them and rice
experis

The establishment of an
information and education
burcau under the auspices of
the Asia Rice Foundation that
slhould cater to media practi-
tioners and other sectors,
particularly education, may be
one step toward this end. This
burcau may perhaps fill the
gup left by the Press Founda-
ion of Asia to revive public
and media interest on devel-
opments in science and tech-
nology. particularly in agn-
culture and rice.

RISE & FALL OF STAPLE FOOD

= By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

STAPLI: food production
has beed growing over 1985-
1995 in the majority of coun-
tries and declining in less than
a quarter of them,

However. trends in staple
lood production do not show
any strong relationship with
the undernounshment clisses

I'hese are the findings ol

a Food and Agnculiure Or-
ganization (FAQ) report = As-
sessment of the World Food
Situation. ™ The as-
covers 10 vears

Security
sexsment
from 1985 10 1995, und was
presented to the Twenty -fourth
Session of the Commitice on
World Food Security which
took place in=mid-June in
Rome

ontsol five of the

countries reviewed show up

I'wo

proximately balaneed agnenl
tural teade over the penod
1985-1995 Offc country out
of Tive had a positive surphis
and fwo out ol¥live n nega

nne
The net agricultural trade
surplus is ol significance
mainly for countiics with a
higher dependence on agricul-
ture.

Only one-guarier ol coun-

hive

tries have either o surplus or
an approsimate balance, Bal-
ance 15 defined to mean @
surplus or deficit of less than
100 day -- 5
pereent of less of per capul
food availubility

calonies per

lood import dependence s
mensured as net food ymports
i terms ol calories per head
per day For the lvod-delicit
sountrics, which are the large
magonty. u greater prevalence
ol high food deficits 15 found
i clusses with lower propor-
tions of undernounshed
FAQO, large
food mmports are generally

Indecd. says
associated with agher per
capitit GNP and purchusing
1“‘\\\.'1

Food price inflation, mea-
sured as the differential be-
tween food price changes and
overall inflation. over the
period 1985-1995, has also
been examined. [t shows that
there has been no general drift
in real domestic food prices,
with very few cases ol either
positive or negative real food
price trends

[t should be noted, how-
ever, that o trend analysis
conceals short-term prige flue-
tuations and provides no basis
for understanding the ditticul-
tics resulting from price in-
stability

Food availability in 1993-
1995 is an estimate of the
average food supply measured
in calories per caput per day
Food availability in 1993-
1995 generally beurs a closc
relation to undernourishment
in 1990-1992, but cases of
divergence are important as

(Page 11, please)
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The case against rape

HE Supreme Court decision aborting the execution of

low-life rapist Leo Echegaray of his own minor daugh-
ter disgusted the public so that a threat to bomb the SC
courthouse was received while the prevailing mood in Con-
gress was to retain the death penalty for rape.

The Echegaray case was reduced to a legal and highly
emotional debate on whether or not capital punishment should
be imposed for rape or the perpetrator of the crime against
chastity should be incarcerated for life.

President Joseph Estrada manifested displeasure over
the Supreme Court’s temporary restraining order to hold
the execution scheduled between 3 to 4 p.m. January 4. Chief
Justice Hilario Davide Jr. said the deferment of the execu-
tion to June 15 gives time for Congress to repeal the death
penalty.

Mr. Estrada was resolute in carrying out the execution
of 38-year-old house painter Echegaray for raping his daughter
Baby when she was 11 years old, saying this crime was com-
mitted not because of poverty but because of animal libido.

Baby, now 15, said her father ruined her life. From the
start, she said “they never understood what happened to me
and what hell I went through my father’s hands.” Baby was
repeatedly raped between April and June 1994, She said her
father had destroyed her dream of becoming a lawyer.

The family of barangay chairman, Martin Robert Dino,
who assumed the role of guardian to Baby, had to transfer
her six times from one school to another when her class-
mates recognized her as Echegaray’s victim.

Where is the sense of morality of the Supreme Court
justices in deferring the execution which Justice Sec. Serafin
Cuevas pointed out was the first in 22 years that was held
up? The President assailed SC ‘“usurpation of the power to
grant reprieve which is exclusively vested by the Constitu-
tion in the President.”

Sen. Loren Legarda voiced the Citizens’ Drug Watch
open support to the death penalty. She conformed with the
courts putting across ‘“‘a strong message using the full measure
of the law in punishing sexual violence against-women and
children.” s

The reprieve, said Sen. Ramon Revilla, who sought the
restoration of the death penalty for heinous crimes in 1994,
means victim Baby Echegaray ‘‘is raped all over again.”

The President said after the SC had reviewed and upheld
a lower trial court’s constitutional validity in imposing Re-
public Act 7659, the death penalty law, the high court stopped
the enforcement of the law. The President was confident the
Senate and the House will quash a bill repealing the death
penalty law even without Malacanan’s intervention.

He did not believe the legislators would put to naught
their tedious deliberations on the death penalty law aimed
at curbing criminality which is currently escalating. But if
Congress approves the bill repealing the death penalty, Estrada
said he will veto it.

"l ‘I' -

A rainy region

I"'VE never seen Bicol as rainy in De-
cember as it was the last In fact, my (lhght
to Nagu last December 27 was nearly can-
which had

Sur. We
passengers had to wait at the overcrowded

celled because ol wet weather
blunketed most ol Camarines

passenger lounge at the Manmily domestie
atrport lor almost one hour, enduring among
other things the atrocious diction of the
dispatcher announcer

[lus La Nifa arrived? | asked, recalling
those countless sunnv Decembers when |
went home

Yes, December 1s no longer a wet month
[t"s colder, all nght. but rains rarely fell
then. Which 1s why outdoor parties. mostly
in celebrution of Chnistmas. were held every
night, and at dayume, people enjoyed
walking under the sun

In my eight days at my hometown. the
sun shone only one and a hall days_ all the
rest, day and night, the rains poured like
mud

Even the Rizal Day celebrations were
cancelled, except for the purade But only
a few brave souls participated, and they all
got soaked

Definitely our weather conditions have
become ubnormal. Freak. I don’t recall farm-
ers planting rice in December Now they

ONE’S WORTH

do. .

How I miss those Decembers of yester-
years, when we strolled at night, up even to
midnight, the cold breeze caressing our faces,

ERERR

As usual, newspapers would arnve in our
town noontime or past, and they each cost
from two to three pesos more than in Metro
Manila. They may be history already, but still
worth reading. Except the news about grafl
and corruption, peace and order (rather, the
lack of it), and socials which serve no pur-
pose but to gratify the egos of the well-heeled
and the social climbers. Looking at painted
fuces at high-class discos. the scions o business
empires Haunting their wealth, and showbiz
people (including so-called fushion models)
displaying what may be described as the
Emperor’s New Clothes would make you sick.
For in almost all the other pages, you see
pictures of hungry and sick Filipinos. So muny
ol them! -

(2 2]

What's in store for us in 19997
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ni JOEY C. PAPA

Si Lola Amparing

NAMATAY si Lola Amparing o Amparo
Abella vda. De Valdomar noong bagong taon,
Enero 1, mahigit kumulang sa ika-dalawa o
tatlo ng hapon. May bisita si Verna, ang tivahin
kong anak ng Lola. Nang magpapaalam na
ang mga bisita at hinawakan si Lola ay nag-
alala sila at malamig na raw ito. Nabatid ni
Vermna na patay na si Lola Amparing nang
pulsuhan niya ito.

May dalawang linggo na siyang hindi
kumakain ng solidong pagkain. Madalas ay
kape at tubig lamang ang hinihingi niya o
kaya'y tubig lamang. Hindi siya masaksakan
ng dextrose dahil nagco-collapsed ang mga
ugat niya at ipinakiusap niya noong malakas
ps siya na huwag nang saktan ang katawan
niya kung sakaling dumating na ang oras niya
ng pagyao. Nagkaroon siya ng iagnal ngunit
pagkagaling nga ay iniluluwa niya ang mga
solidong pagkain. Ilang ulit kong nakitang
magkukrus ang Lola at patuloy ang kanyang
pagdarasal. Huli ko siyang nakitang buhay
noong Disyember 27, 1998. Hindi na niya
ako kilala. Ilang ulit siyang nagdarasal --
twhimik na nanalangin. Walumpu’t anim na
taong guladg na siya nang mamayapa.

Nong bata pa kaming tatlong magkakapitd
na lalaki, madalas sa mga araw ng Sabado o
Linggo, ipinapasyal niya kami ng maagang-
maaga sa simbahan ng Quiapo. Pagkaraan ay
kakain kami sa restoran at natatandaan ko pa
ang maiinit na pandesal at ulam na karne norte
o kaya'y menudo na may inuming tsokolate.
Pagkakain ay tutuloy kami sa sinchan at
manonood ng **Tom Thumb’’ o iba pang mga
pambatang pelikula. Mahilig maglakad ang
Lola. Lalakad lang kami kung malapit din lang
ang pupuntahang sinchan o restoran. Kaya
naman malakas ang katawan niva. Matapang
at relihiyosa ang Lola na ipinanganak at lumaki
sa Tundo. Naging empleyado siya sa Manila
Police Department. Minahal at iginalang ng
mga opisyal ng pulisya sa Maynila dahil sa
kahusayan niyang makisama sa mga kapwa
empleyado at magbigay payo sa mga
nabibilanggo sa city jail.

Madalas siyang ‘‘mapalaban’’ hindi dahil
sa kanya kundi dahil sa pagtatanggol sa mga
kaibigan o kamag-anak. Natatandaan Kong
hinamon niya ng suntukan ang isang
lasenggong kapitbahay namin sa Tundo na
sinira ang bakuran ng bahay ng kanyang
kababtang babac. Nawala ang lasing ng lalaking
nagsisiga-sigaan. Marami pang kuwento hinggil
kay Lola Amparing. Isang magandang bahagi
ng kanyang buhay ang pagmamahalan nila ng
kanyang unang asawa, si Nicanor Santos, isang
inhinyerong sibil na nagtapos sa U.P., naging
Kapitan sa gerilya ng Ikalawang Digmaang
pandaigdig, at siyang nagtayo ng pinakama-
laking istrakturang bakal noon sa may Plaza
Lawton.

Kahit wala na ang Lola, matatandaan siys
sa kanyang mga kabaitan. Totoong may mga
pagkukulang at pagkakamali siya, ngunit
gano’n din naman tayo. Ang mahalaga’y hindi
naman siya nagsamantal ng kapwa niya.
Naibigay niya ang makakaya lamang niyang
gawin hubang nabubuhay siya. At higit siyang

Farming in bed

THE sear tissue covering many holiday
houscholds is still fresh as these words are
written. Small wonder. When tomatoes and
onions soared to P100 a kilo, kangkong and
sitao to P10 per emaciated bunch, many
households*must have wondered if the fruit-
ing season of their potted money plants wasn’t
overdue. Folks can deal one way or another,
do with or do without, the heavyweight deli-
cacies iraditional to Filipino kitchens. But when
even the most basic food plants that form the
building blocks of ordinary eating (cggplants,
P25 for half a kilo) start reaching for the
clouds, inflation becomes a dirty word. Is there
nothing we can do about it?

(2 L2 3]

The good news is that there are ways to
beat the crunch in escalating domestic food
prices. The bad news is that by the time any
of them get off the ground, gargantuan har-
vests are going to start pouring into urban
markets and farmers who had hoped to reap
a post-holiday bonanza will be feeding their
surplus produce to their pigs <nd chickens.
That’s the way the aggie ball bounces.

thane

In my neck of the Metro Manila woods,
some households have started trotting out their
working clothes, gardening implements and
old sced packets sent by doting relatives in
America, The seeds have as much chance of
germinating as their money trees have of
bearing pesos.

““Hindi bale!’” the stalwarts growl. **We
are going to load up our plots with organic
fertilizer from Tia Isabel’s Yamaha organ.'

Others have even made trips to the family
manses in nearby provinces. They have boned
up on the financing, production and distribu-
tion of just about every plant or animal that
grows, swims and can be caten. They have
spent hours drawing up the barnyard equiva-
lent of feasibility studics. which gives their
papers the stamp ol authenticity but not re-
ality. They figure that if' despite everything
their squashes, melons and patolas do not
survive as they should, it’s the fickleness of
the weather, and not the growers. The actual
experiment may have failed, but the principle
remains the same.

(R L

Now, all this post-holiday introspection
about the infunating state of food prices is
food for both body and soul. It should be
encouraged. It’s obvious that among the
throngs who had to suffer from this season’s
terrible prices, a good number have potential
green thumbs, Such types can make every-

matatatandaan ng mga taong inawitan niya sa
kanilang mga kasal, Kaarawan anibersaryo,
at pagtitipon. Isang mang-aawit si Lola
Soprano ang kanyang tinig. Kahit na matanda
na siya noon ay madalas siyang nagbibigay
sa 'kin ng mga puntos sa lamang pag-awil al
may kasama pa itong ‘‘sample’” ng pag-awil
niya.

Paalam Lola. Hindi ka namin malilimutan

NOTICE OF LOSS

Notice is hereby given that one (1)
share of Stock of CAPITOL HILLS GOLF
& COUNTRY CLUB with Certificate No.
796 owned by ENG, MANUEL C. BERNABE
of Westrade Bid. West Ave., Quezon City,
was lost,

WE FORUM

Jan. 11, 18 & 25, 1999

thing, even asparagus, grow out of pots. And
I’ve known one animal breeder who fattened
his porker to a robust 50 kilos in the back
portion of a tiny shop selling medicinal plants
right in Plaza Miranda, Quiapo.

If others can do it, why can’t the rest of
us? The answer is simple. We may have the
time, the energy, even a bit of know-how -
- but, well, what would the ncighbors say?

LA L LR

In the late eighties, coming home from a
trip to Abra, I picked up some sceds and started
planting them in Quezon City. They were the
last remnants of a luscious, large native to-
mato almost deep purple in color. They didn’t
handle well if packed for travel over long
distances. But those | planted, every succes-
sive year except 1998, when my secds mys-
teriously disappeared, had no need to go far.
The late Governor Johnny Trivino of Camarines
Sur gave seeds to a farmers cooperative he
sponsored. If they have any sceds left in Bicol,
I wish they could send some to us

Ty

I see by the papers President Estrada has
issued an executive order directing the sale
of P50 billion in bonds for agriculture

EARTHMAN

——

il
b

Knowing the circuitous routes government
funds are forced to take before reaching their
intended beneficiarics, 1 hope an casy way
can be found to give some of this money to
cooperatives and to small farmers who know
food production better than any wurban
diletanttes. In that way, through market de-
mand, endangered vegetables, fruits, crops and
animals can become a lucrative occupation
for many people.

Through this network, the means of cop-
ing with high food prices can be met better
than letting amateurs like the undersigned mess
around. Farmers know farming best. Let’s
continue [iguring on our desks and do our
farming in bed But let’s allow real farmers
do the real farming for us.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE BANK,
Mortgagee,
- Versus -«
WILLIAM C. SIY,
Mortgagor.

W aasesssrassisimssasesesemte x

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC
FOR QUEZON CITY

FOR: Foreclosure of Real Estate
Mortgage under Act No.

3135, as amended

NOTICE OF NOTARIAL FORECLOSURE SALE
|Under Act No. 3135, as amended by Act No. 4118]

Pursuant to the terms of the Real Estate Mortgage dated May 28, 1997 executed by
WILLIAM C. SIY, mortgagor, in favor of INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE BANK, mortgages,
to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness of WILLIAM C. SIY AND/OR WILSAN PLASTIC &
PRINTING MANUFACTURING in the amount of PESOS: TWENTY FIVE MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED
TWENTY NINE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE AND 94/100 (P25,829,335.94),
as of October 31, 1998, excluding attorney's fees and expenses of foreclosure sale and
other charges, the undersigned Notary Public for Quezon City hereby gives notice to all
parties concerned and to the public in general that on February 1, 1999 at 9:30 in the
morning or soon thereafter, at the main lobby entrance of the Quezon City Hall of Justice
Building, he will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine
Currency, the property together with all the buildings and improvements thereon covered
by Transfer Certificate of Title No. N-166343 issued by the Registry of Deeds for Quezon
City, mora particularly described as follows:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-166343
Registry of Deeds for Quezon City
Book T-832, Page 143

A parcel of land (Lot 6-C, of the subd. plan Psd-00-039323, being a portion of Lot
6, Blk. 1, Pcs-2588, LRC Rec. No. 917), situated in the Brgy. of Cubao, Q. City, M. Mia.
is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NW., along lines 1-2-3-4-6 by Lot 6-E (Road), on the NE.,
along line 5-6 by Lot 5-D, both of the subd. plan, on the SE., along line 6-7 by Lot 4,
Blk. 1 on the SW., along line 7-8 by Lot 3, Blk. 1, both of Pcs-2588, and on the NW.,
along line 8-1 by Lot 5-A, of the subd. plan. Beginning at a pt. marked '"1"" on plan.
being $.82 deg. 51'W.m. 6813.49 m. from BLLM No. 1. Mp. of Mariquina thence S5.42
deg 13'E., 2.34 m. to pt 2; thence S.64 deg. 26'E., 2.34 m. to pt. 3; thence S.87 deg.
04'E., 2.34 m. to pt. 4; thence N.70 deg. 20°E., 2.35 m. to pt. 5; thence S,30 deg.
§2'E., 12.50 m. to pt. 6; thence $.69 deg. 08'W., 12.62 m. to pt 7; thence N.30 deg.
652'W., 18.50 m. to pt, 8, thence N.59 deg. OB'E., 6.62 m. to the pt. of beginning;
containing an area of TWO HUNDRED S X SQ,M. (208) more or less. All pts. referred
to are Indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P.S, cyl. conc, mons. 16x40
cm. except pt. 7 by Old PLS cyl. conc. mons, 16 cm., dia. bearings true; dats of original
survey. Apr. 6-July 16, 1920, and that of the subd. survey. Feb, 4, 1996, Approved July
18, 1996

Pursuant to law, coples of this Notice shall be posted for not less than twenty 120)
days In at least three (3] public places and shall be published once a weok for at least
three (3) consecutive weeks In a newspaper of general circulation before the date of the
foreclosure sale.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to Iinvestigate for themselves the title
of the said real property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Done at Quezon City, December 22, 1998,

(Sgd.) ATTY. WILFREDO R. MARTINEZ
Notary Public
WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this NOTICE OF NOTARIAL

FORECLOSURE SALE on or before the date of sale under penalty of law,
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps buﬂd
classrooms P>
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it pertorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

"Goo

In the last six vears, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomg_remitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities ta thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.
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Philippine Amusement & Gaming COrporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming




s

FORUM

JANUARY 11-17, 1999

MYSTERY OF CENTURY-LONG
FLOWER CYCLE OF BAMBOO

By PAUL ICAMINA -

IN 1994, the kiling bam-
boo was blooming in Legaspi
City, Albay and in
Catbalogan, Samar

It was a remarkable event,
considering that kiling
(Bambusa vulgaris) flowers
about once every 120 years.

Unlike other plants, the:

flowering or seeding cycle
of bamboo is exceptionally
long. Unless the year of seed
production s known, scien-
tists have yet to predict the
bamboo's flowering cycle

“*In the Philippines, there
is no precise record of ob-
servations in the llowering
of bamboo,”” says Cnstina
A. Roxas, a senior scientist
at the Ecosystems Research
and Development Bureau
(ERDB), Department
Environment and Natural
Resources

As a matter of fact, she.

says, very few flowering
bamboo were seen duning the
whole duration of the Bam-
boo Research and Develop-
ment Project, a state-ol-the-
art study made by the ERDB.
United Nations Development
Programme. and the Food
and Agriculture Organization
from 1987 to 1996.

During the decade-long
study, the bamboo observed
to Mower were those which
rarely bear flowers. These
were the  Kkauayan-tinik
(Bambusa blumeana)

One researcher noted that
from July 1989 to November
1990, seven commercially
important bamboo blossomed
in different parts of the coun-
try. She estimated that the
flowering age ranged from
three to 80 years.

of

Bamboo’s long flowering
cyele is not unusual -- among
bamboo specics, A bamboo

species in China flowers only’

once and'then dies. Generally,
the fNlowering cycle of most
of this species ranges from 20
to 100 years or more,

In India, bamboo’s fruit-
ing cycle ranges from constant
flowering to constant steril-
ity. Mgsg.bamboo in India fall

somewnere, between these two .: :

.

extremes. The flowering cycles:
range from a few years to 120

years.

A Japanese scientist has
traded the fowering of black
bamboo more than 1.000 years
back. The first recorded was
in AD 813 and subsequent
documents showed it flowers
every 120 years

In the vears 919 and 1114
one mainland Chinese bam-
hoo all flowered at the same
time. Long-after 1t was intro-
duced into Jupan. it owered
there sometime between 1716-
35 and agmin in 1844-47

In the late 19605, trans-
planted stocks ol the same
bumboo in England. United
States. and Russi us well as
the Japunese parent stocks
Nowered again 11 has been
determined that the bamboo
-- Phiyllostachvs bamhbusoides
- flowers every 120 vears

“*Researching a phenom-
enon that spans several hife-
times requires the patient. if
not fanatical. colluborations of
students and rescarchers ol
bamboo behavior.”” Roxuas
says. i g
Why does bamboo Lakes so
long to flower?

Nobody knows -- as yel
**This should serve as a chal-
lenge to everybody working
on bamboo.”” Roxas says.
*“This is a question that should
not be left hanging '~ (MNC
Agri News Service)
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late CARLOS
A. MARFAL who died on June 5, 1998 at Quezon City was
sottlad by his heirs in a deed of Extrajudicial Settlement of
Estate they executed before Notary Public Atty, Elizabeth A
Andres which document was entared in her notarial register as
Doc. No. 26; Page No. 5: Book No. lI; Series of 1998,

Dec. 28, 1998, Jan. 4 & 11, 1999

1998.

WE FORUM
Jan., 11, 18 &L 25, 1889

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice |s heraby given that the ‘astate' of MA LOURDES

RUBIO a.k.a. REMEDIOS RUBIO who died on June 9, 1980 at
Mandaluyong City had been extrajudicially sottled by her heirs
in an Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate executed by them and
registered In the notarial register of Notary Public Elizabeth A
Andres as Doc. No. 29; Page No. 6: Book No I, Seres of
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INTERCROPPING: Coconut and other plants could be profitable.

LOW DENSITY COCO PLANTING
ALLOWS ROOM FOR INTERCROPS

LOW density planting of coconuts is not very risky
and allows more room for intercrops without consid-
crably decreasing production NV

Research shows that the number ol mtits per co-
conut tree gencrally decrcases as planting ‘density
increases. However. the rate of decrease depends on
the planting material used VoL

Rescarch in Malaysia and the Ivory Coast shows
that the number of nuts per kx_c‘emrc increasc with
density. The choice of the planting density is a major
considcration since nut production could be affected
for 40 to 60 vears or more of the coconut lifc.

For the coconut variety WAT x RIT. for example.
the number of nuts per hectare remained almost the
same for densitics between 115 to 180 trees per hectare

The Department of Science and Technology rec-
ommends that experiments should be implemented

in, any representative site in the Philippines at the

rate of one or two per coconut region for the choice
of intercrops and varictics

The rclationship between light transmission. crop
production, and soil characteristics should give a
gencral knowledge of the system’s performance and
suitability. This informatiom could be uscful for other

sties in the country. :

In many cases (he coconut vield 1s improved because
mtercropping improves the upheep of the ficld. Pure
coconul. for example, stand 1s usually not well-main-
tained due to low copra prices

Fertilizer on intercrops improves coconul nutrition.
Legumes enhance the available nitrogen level in the
soil )

And harvest is done more easily with intercrop-
ping because farmers visit the stand more frequently.

However, intercropping also means competition for
water and nutrients. Some crops induce deficiencies.
For cxample, intercropping coconut with cassava in
sandv soil induces boron deficiencies.

Cattle raising also cause compaction of soil. Cattle
and goats eat young coconul leaves and generally
damage young coconuts. Erosion results in sloping
arcas. And pest damages are induced by intercrops.

The density of the codoniit trees should be con-
sidered because it is a major factor in nut production
per hectare. The very few density trials being con-
ducted should be used to assess the possible loss of
nuts per hectare as a result of lower density com-
pared with optimal density. (MNCO)

‘ASIA MUST FEED ITSELF’ . . . @ompes

of these are: (1) The present
conlerence on Asian Mcedii
and Rice, (2) The Regional

provide the Foundation with
the status and prestige needed
to scck contributions and

Foundation to be established
as un international organiza-
ton sometime in 1999, Soon
therealter. the: Foundation

funds, the general public must
be better informed. and the
rice farmer given his due ree-

donations Irom both the pub-
lic and private sectors, within
und outside the region  The
Philippines Government has
also expressed iterest i host-
ing the Asin Rice Foundation

Severnl achivities are be-
g plunned to promote pub-

lic awareness ol ree Some

Workshop on Rice Tood Se-
curity for Asia (May 1999 in
Bungkok. Thailund). and (3)
A Svmposium on Advancing
Rice Reseurch with Culting
Iidge Science (Apnl 20000 m
the Philippmes).
PROSPECT
We expeet the Asin Rice

should be fully: operational -
- with the endowment fund
reaching the USSS million

mark and its tirst Board of

Trustecs selected.

The challonge, however.
continues. The Foundation
must pencrate’ much more

ognition. The achievement of
these poals depend so much
on how quickly and how con-
vineingly we have reached the
mass of the population, in
Asia and elsewhere. Much can
be done by you -~ the media,
Thus. we look to all of you
tor help in this regard
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« MINDANAO COULD BECOME THE
MAJOR PLAYER IN FOOD SECURITY

BAD economics means
poor food security, and no-
where 1s this more evident
than in Mindanao, the much-
vaunted future food basket
of the country

Mindanao 1s a major
player in food security, with
the agro-climatic environ-
ment for nce and corn pro-
duction

The region supphes about
one-fourth of the country's
und
CcOrn requirements

rice two-thirds of 1ts
Muny
imgated rice areas attain 3
hecture vields
South Cotabato
casily harvest 4 to 5 tons ol

tons per

Farms 1n
vellow corn, hectare
But tor Mindanao to be-
come u lood baskel, govern-
ment must undertake afhr-
mative-action programs (o

|‘l'l

redress the backlog i rural
infrastrugture. specilically
irrigation, rouds and elee-
trification, says Rolando Dy,
executive the
Center tor FFood and Agrni
Business at the Umiversity
ol Asia and the Pacific

In 1997, only 1.34 mil-
lion hectares (47 percent) out

director al

ol 2.86 million hectares of
irrigable land in Mindanao
were irrigated. On a national
basis, distribution of iriga-
tion infrastructure i1s 58 per-
cent for Luzon, 45 percent
for Visayas, and only 29
percent for Mindanao.

He said the major areas
for irrigation development in
Mindanao is in the Cotabato
area, which includes part of
the Autonomous Region for
Muslim Mindanao and Cen-
tral Mindanuo.

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

By developing 500,000
hectares of the total irrigable
areas 1n Mindanao, Dy said,
this would-be tood basket
could produce 3 million tons
of palay or 2 million tons
of rice annually. This as-
sumes a cropping intensity
of 150 percent and an aver-
vield of 4
hectare

But the produce could
easily wipe out the National
Food Authonty’s committed
rice importation of 2.2 mil-
lion tons in 1998, Dy said,
road
power development, he said,

age tons per

In terms of and
statistics showed that the de-
velopment of paved roads in
Mindanao lags compared Lo
most regions ol the coun-
try

Mindanao. Dy added. also
tarls the other region i ac-
cess to electnenty supply In
1997, the barangay coverage
79 4
percent in Luzon, 66 4 per-
cent in the Visayas, and 53 9
percent in Mindanao

Food sufficiency to attain

of electnfication was

food security must be sup-
ported by good cconomics
Dy observed in an analysis
of food security and the role
of Mindanao

This 1s true in the case
of food security which has
become a stralegic concern,
following years of heavy
importation of rice and corn

For example, Dy said that
it is not bad economics to
import during temporary
shortages. The sad part 13
that these imports may have
been unnecessary 1 only
government policies und

investments were favorable
for agricultural development

For the whole agriculture
sector, Dy cited other bar-
riers that must be addressed.
These are the following:

* The need and capabili-
ties of local government
units to lead in disseminat-
ing ‘‘best-practice’’ tech-
nologies to the fields

+ Rehabilitation and con-
struction of irmgation lacili-
ties, complemented with ef-
fictent maintenance and wa-
ter munagement. [rrigation
investments must be subject
to viability criteria

* Improvement of market-
ing infrastructure [rom post-
harvest and storage facilities
1o farm-to-market roads to
port facilities. A well-devel-
oped marketing infrastruc-

1ure reduces cosls, 1improve

prices, and promotes greater
competition among traders

The country must devel-
oped u true “‘grains super-
highway ~ and local commu-
nities must be active partici-
pants in its maintenance, Dy
said

+ Tighter organization of

farmers to achieve better
economies in the purchase
ol inputs and post-harvest la-
cilities. enhance their access
to eredit. and strengthen their
marketing
+ Rigorous research and
Jdevelopment (R&D) toward
improving larm technolo-
gies The country has to keep
abreast with and eventually
spearhead rapid advances 1n
hiotechnology
= MNC Agri News

Service

RISE & FALL . . . #wompazeo

they reflect essentially the
ctfect of differences in access
to food, or of changes that
occurred between 1990-1992
and 1993-1995,

This brief examination of
a series of structural and trend
indicators in relation to the
prevalence ol undernutrition
can only give partia! insights
into the houschold lood se-
curity situation, FAO says

It illustrates the high vari-

-

ability of conditions under
which more
situations of food insecurity
can develop,

It also suggests some di-
rections for further rescarch
into the relationship between
poverty und economic¢ devel-
opment, and particularly into
the mechanisms by which
chronic undernutrition can
become an economic handi-
cap at the individual Jevel and

or less severe

when meeting basic needs
becomes the major obhigation
tor lurge segments ol the
population, lor the economic
svstem as o whole. FAGQ says

Finally. FAO poimnts oul
it underlines the necessity ol
further developments ol more
specilie indicators ol lTood
insecurity villnerahiliny
and then determmanits (M-
nila Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)

and

NEW ENVOY: President Estrada administers the oath of office to Victor Garcia

I who was appoeinted Philippine ambassador to Austria. The oath-taking ceremo-
nics were held on Dee. 28 at the President’s residence at Polk Street, Greenhills,
San Juan, Metro Manila. Looking on is Mrs, Garcia. (Malacanang Photo)

US CORN PRICES DOWN

CORN prices in the United
States this year are expected
to be the lowest in 1 vears

Carryin stocks ol corn T
199899 are up 4% percent
from u vear carlier to | 3R
million bushels. and stocks e
projecied to crease for the
third consecutive vear i
projected carrvom of 1774
million bushels will be the
highest sinee the 2113 nul
lion i 1992893

I he farm
price ol corn e JY98 DY s
forccast at S1 R0O-82 20 per
bushel The midpoint of this
range would be the lowest
since S1.94 recorded o 1987
b

I'he lowest corn price sa
far i the 199075 as $207 1
9293, o that
record erop. record domestic
use. sluggish exports, and very

sCluson=dhveree

yveur LH R\ |

lurge stoeks somewhat s
lar 1o the 199899 outlook
This s what
happenimg now

s Liirmers
wrpping up the second-lirg
lstory

1hks Y4 i

seems Lo be

corn L LRANY

eal lhrvest m L

weak priees an

sttt releated i

ot connmendinn )
nueondin v b

I\.::I-l SR E [

supply of corn is expected to
outstrip the rise in demand.
pushing carryout stocks to the
lighest sinece 199293 and
heeping downward pressure
QN prices

Alithough domestic use of

corn will nise to 4 new record.
only o small recovery in U S
enports s likely  Global im-
port demand s weak. despite
prices, because of eco-
nonnie and linancial problems
in several regions of the world

1.8 corn exports, while
forceast lo increase from the

IR

depressed  performance  of

1997 98 hecause ol declining
competiter shipments, will
remain comparatively low
1S market share ol world
exporis s projected at 68
percent. up lrom 60 percent
m 1997 98 but below the 74-
pereent averuge of the previ-
ous 10 years

Sull, corn production 1s
forecast at 9.836 million
hushels, up 5 percent from
1997 and second only to the
10 I-billion-bushel crop ol
1994 Beeause of higher
virrvin stoeks. corn supply tor
iy JuuR 99 murketing vear

he shightly farger than in

1os gnd the largestin 11

i |'|\|11l't! o corn
Wil | opereent to 808
the ligehest sinee

1985, despite strong compe-
tition from soybean plantings,
which reached a record high

Despite concerns at plant-
ing time about potentially
weaker markets, uncertainty
about weather ran higher than
usual Questions  about
whether the El Nifio weather
pattern might result in severe
heat and drought stress simi-
lar to what hit the Midwest
in 1983 and in some other El
Niiio years caused some grow-
ers to sce at least an outside
chance for a sharp spike in
prices.

The average yield ol corn
in 1998 is forecast at 1333
bushels per acre, shghtly
above the long-term trend
This would be the second-
highest vield behind 1994
when yields reached 138.6
bushels

Still, the generally favor-
able outlook for economic
growth in the LS is expected
to support gains in mbsl in-
dustrinl uses of corn, such as
starch used in building mate-
rials and in production ol
paper

Population growth and
taste prelerences are dnving
much ol the growth in lood
wse of corn, meluding the
upwiird trend in corn used for
snuek toods (MNC Agri
News Service)




ANOTHER APPOINTEE: President Estrada administers the oath of office to former Rep. Consuclo Puyat-Reyes

who was appointed Philippine amhbassador to Chile. The oath-taking ceremonies were held last Dec. 28 at the
President’s residence at Polk Street, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila. (Malacanang Photo)

P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

IRRIGATION SYSTEM

AND WATER LOSSES

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

POOR maintenance of ir-
rigation systems can result
in 60 percent of walter losses
budly needed tor agnicultural
production

This was revealed in a
paper ltled Key Issues on
Integrated Water Resources
Management on the ASEAN
Subregion, which was dis-
cussed duning o recent regional
meeling on waler resources
management in the ASEAN
countries

Agninst this backdrop, the
members of the Global Wa-
ter Partnership and the Tech-
nical Advisory Committee
sugpested that water tariffs
and penaltics should be 1m-
posed on water users who can
alford 10 pay the charges and
may not bother about reduc-
ing theiwr consumption

They also suggested -
gation scheduling to better fit
chimate and raintall patterns
saying that this must be ac-
compuanied by loreccasting
studies on raimnlafl to attamn
substantial \\-'ntcldiﬂing:\ and
minimize the possrbility ol
crop lailure due to luck ol

waler

'his developed even os the
Estrada advise
declared that the agriculture
sector will be the main cen-
terpicee of the new adminis-
tration, and that they will
focus on increasing produc

ceonoamie

uvity 1o ensure lood security

and adequate incomes for
farmers and Nshertolk

The Department ol Agn-
culture (DA) announced that
it has a budget o '15 billion
to be utihized tor research and
development
rural infrasirueture
proving agricultural vields

irrigation and
and 1m-

Agnieulture provides employ-
ment to around 48 percent ol
our total population

““The government needs 1o
efforts in
nrens c.‘.]u‘.r.:l;l“\ i vital as

peeelerite these
peels such as fertihzation and
integrated past management
Good planting muterials will
high  yield it
neglected

naol cnsurc
Hgronomy 15
Agneulture Seerctary Willim
Dar smd

DA that
from January to September
1998 palay output is expected

stalisties showed

NI,

o rench 369 million metri

tons of 143 peicent below
thit ol last level be-
catse of water losses hrought

whout by the I Nino
agricultural

NCUT

Estrada s
ugenda meludes the const ie-
tion of additionnl yrneation
Feservolr Lo owaler more tarme-
muake
more productive durmng the

lands and them even

dry season, and the extublish-
rural mlrastrudture
lirvest tnelines

linking

ment ol
sueh s ;!:I-'
ind
murkets

ronds larm 1o
I'he Lstrada admimistration
will also implement and cn-
loree all existing
mcluding the
Comprehiensive Agrarinn Re-
torm Program (CARP)

Ihe Kilusing Magbubukid
ng Pilipiias (KMP), however
has warnings o the
Estrada admimistration agninst

RN

reform  laws

issued

selling lunds 1o foreigners
mstead ol granting them 1o
larmer-benelicianes

[he DA also promsed 1o
assist furmers groups soch as
the Pambansang Kilusan ng
med Samahang Magsasuha

(Pakisumuo) to cducate and

Hiprove the cconomie stalus
alwomen nmers toamprove
agricultural productivity

A World Bank study ented
that

mixaInem

developing couniries
mereases of 12
pereent i productivity can be
cxpeeted by mmiproving the
promiary education of rural
wormen formers
I'he Waorld
press has estimated that there
hillion rurul
women m the world, and most
ol them are tnrmers Although

Farmers Con-

ire some |6

wonnen barmers produde halt

the waorld

Lol .u||[!|.-'- ul

lood
anly 2 pereent ol

these women are landowpers
receiving | percent ol the (otal
farmers

eredit available o

Adding more lTuel 1o the
igriculturnl  thrust o the
admamistralion s lhe
conlinuanee ol the United
Nutions Development (LINDI)

Fstrada

--II.\L\|r|| livy Lnrmers
lshiertolh conperitives | he
LINI3J? BN un
SROODO00 grant to the Phlip
pines for the development ol

recently

IS eoaperalive
(Manila Newsleatures and
Commentaries)

PrOgrinms

HOW MUCH
IS NATURE’S »
WORTH?

ATURE is definitely worth it.
Scientists estimate the value of nature's
services at between $16 trillion and $54

trillion a year.

““One way to look at it,*’
the researchers say, 'is that
if one were trying to repluce
the services of ecosystems,
one would need to increase
global gross national product
(GNP) by at least $33 tril-
lion.”” The global GNP is
currently about $18 trillion.

The researchers note that
the majority of the value from
ccosystem services is currently
outside the market syStem.
That is, although some ser-
vices -- such as [ood produc-
tion, water supply, and raw
materials -- are traded in
economic markets, most of the
world's ecosystem services are
not

This means that current
markel signals are not ad-
equutely incorporating the
villue of these services,  savs
Robert Constunza of the
ipversits  of Marvland's
Lisntaie ol

Fealogical Eca-

nomies i College Park
Constanza organized 13
ceologists geographers. and
the nited
the Netherlunds, Swe-
den and Argentina 1o assess
cach of 17 eategones of ser-
viges for the range ol
tonments on earth, including
both murime and terrestrinl
I'he research spon-
wored by the .S, National
Foundation (NSF)
Center tro Beological Analy-
siv and Synthesis at the Uni-
versity of California, Santa

cennamists rom
Shnfes

cnvi-

Wils

Deicnee

Barbara.

The rescarchers acknowl-
edge the huge uncertainties
involved in their estimate. But
they also suggest that their
values are probably on the low
side. *“This is because improv-
ing the estimates -- by study-
ing more ccosystems more
intensively -- would likely
increase  their value,"’
Constanza says

The researchers also cau-
tion that their economic esti-
mates jgnore the fact that
many ecosystem services arc
““Iiterally irreplaceable™’

One practical usce of the
estimates is to ““help modify
systems of national account-
g’ 1o befter retlect the value
ol ecosystem services and
natural capital

Some attempts to do jusl
that indicate a leveling: of
national welfare sinc: 1970,
the group says, whilke GNP has
contiued to

A second practical use is
lor weighing the ccosvstem
services lost agamst the ben-

Incrcase

clits ol a particular project or
|mil\.‘_\'

I'he researchers conlend
that making good decisions -
- on questions ranging {rom
whether to dramn a local
wetland  for development,
wliether to curb fossil fuel
consumption in order to limit
climate change -- all depend
on udequaltely valuing ecosys-
tem services. {(MNC)

e e

NATURE: Quantifying her value.

&
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