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JOURNALIST DANNY J. HERNANDEZ SLAIN AFTER

EXPOSING ACTIVITIES OF A BULACAN DRUG SYNDICATE
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CUTFLOWER PROJECT: First Lady Amelita M. Ramos dialogues with members of the Alfonso Cutflower’s Cooperative In Alfonso, Cavite
recently, where she lnunched the Department of Agriculture’s agri-based livelihood projects. Cutflower-growing is among the livelihood veniures
in the municipality,. Among those in photo arve Alfonso Mayor Florencio Montenegro and Executive Director Serafin Aquino of the Presidential
Commission for Tagaytay-Taal. (Malacanang Photo)
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ANTI-DRUG
CRUSADER
RUBBED OUT

By ERIC S. GIRON

IOLENCE took precedence over politics, the dispute over the Scarborough
Shoal, and the rained-down school opening as hard-hitting tabloid column-
ist Danny J. Hernandez, 54, was found bloodied after he was shot in the
nape in the backseat of a taxicab in Novaliches. Hernandez had been receiving
death threats ever since he exposed activities of the 14-K drug syndicate operating

in Bulacan.

COLUMNIST DANNY HERNANDEZ

WAS FOUND BLOODIED AFTER HE

WAS SHOT IN THE NAPE, HE HAS

BEEN RECEIVING DEATH THRFEATS.,

Hemandez's mubout eclipsed
the mcident of a Makatr ex-
ecutive who was founded
hanging from a plastic cord
from the window gnill of his
detention cell at the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport
shortly after his arrest by
airport policemen in a row over
parking. President Fidel Ra-
mos called 1 the National
Bureau of Investigation to
imvestigate the mysterious cir-
cumstances surrounding the
hanging

e tall, bearded Hernandez
told Bulacan Gov Roberlo
Pagdanganan at the annmiver-
sary of the People's Jowrnal
Tonight of which Hemandez
was the news editor that lus
exposes on drug syndicates
his column Sunday Punch
elicited the death threats but
he refused to be cowed

Hernandez boarded a Baro
Nga Naminana taxicab at about
4:30 a.m in front of his news-
paper ollice at Railroad St 1
Port Area for his new home
in Novaliches, Quezon City
The cab was reported stolen
by two men the previous night
while dnver Reynaldo Alva-
rez was urinating There were
two versions (o the story

One said sidewalk squa-
ters noticed from midnight the
taxicab had been making
rounds in the Port Area as il
casing the Journal building
walling for Hernandez to ap-
pear. Investigators surmused the

assailants were waiting 1n
another car and boarded the
cab when Hernandez got i

However, a police invesh-
gator said the driver took
Iernandez 1o Waling-Walmg
in barangay Sauvo,
Novaliches where (wo armed
suspecls blocked the cab and
forcibly opened the door in the
back., Hernandez could have
pulled out his 22-caliber
Beretta pistol which was found
cocked beside lnm. One 45-
caliber bullet entered
[Hernandez’s nape. the other
hit the cab door. People in the
vicinity reported hearing two
shots

slreel

Police found Hernandez s
cap, his trademark in his back-
page column among other
things., Hernandez s wife
Francisca believed drug and
jueteng syndicates were belund
the killing which Governor
Pagdanganan denounced as a

brutal assault on press free-
dom. ™

Last month Hernandez re-
ceived a box containing o 45-
caliber bullet and a barong
lagalog. with an accompany-
ing note that he would wear
the harong mn s wake Tlus
was recounted by his sister-
in-law. Hernandez had just
completed a book, Power of
the Media, in which he ex-
posed the names of drug deal-
ers. He urged President Ra-
mos to form an anti-drug
commission composed ol re-

spected police oflicers
Hemandez worked as ABS-
CBN Channel 2 reporter be-
fore martial law. Then he was
with the Times Jowmnal, the
anti-Marcos HWe Forum, as
public relations ofticer of the
late Makati Mayor Nemesio
Yabut. His body lay in state
at the National Press Club
which he used to Irequent. NPC
President bred lLobo samid
Hemandez was the 32nd news-
man to be murdered since 1986
in  the Philippines. Tim
Olhivarez of Tempo in 1992 and
Bert Berbon of DZMM recently
were also killed for exposing
drug syndicates
HORROR AT AIRPORT
I'he airport 1s an unlikely
place for a horror story [But
Makati execulive Romeleo
Quinto, 30, who barreled in a
Tamaraw I'X into the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport to
feteh lus brother Rolando, was
accosted lor parking i a re-
stricted area by two policemen
who tried 10 remove s license
plates. The police said Quinto
challenged them to a duel
Arrested and detamned at the
airport office. Quinto told his
brother Rolande 10 go alicad
5o he could rest Bul Rolando
checked on lis brother o few
minutes later and was shocked
to see him hanging by a plas-
tic cord from a window enill
ol his detention cell The NBI
medico-legal post-mortem re-
port of Dr Bienvenido Mufioz

HERNANDEZ: Widow Francisca grieves over crusading journalist. (Daily Inquirer)

declared the death
by hanging ™

But Pasay police probing
the case believed Quinto was
4 victim of summary execu-
uon lncredible. was Sen
Orlando Mercado's reaction Lo
the amrport police claim that
Quinto committed suicide. He
said the public must be as-
sured of a sale awrport “'that
15 not in the hands ol blood-
thirsty erinunals clothed i the
uniform of law enforcers

‘usphyxia

Corporals Nestor Ngoho,
Richard de los Trino and Neil

Baluyut who took custody of

Quinto and were in the secu-
nity building when he died were
disarmed and confined o
barracks. Placed under techni-
cal arrest were tralfic Corpo-
rals Edwin Soriano, Carlito
Lingat, Hermimo Jose and
Marcelo Bustamante who had
an altercation with Quinto al
the arrival extension area

Pasay City Police Chief

Arturo Cacdac Ir. said lus
department had no junsdiction
to investigate mside the NAIA
and had to obtain a clearance
from NAIA Manager Francisco
Atavde.

I'he Commission on Human
Rights said it will coordinate
with the Pasay City police in
investigating the mysterious
circumstances  leading  to
Quinto’s hanging. The victim’'s
mother, Clementina Quinto
feared a whitewash by the
NAIA police. The CHR said
it will assign 1S own inves-
tigator on the case who will
recommend the filing of charg-
es tl warranted or the disnmssal
of the case 1f no evidence is
Tound

B3ut Mercado demanded an
overhaul of the airport police
force ciling controversies
houndmg the airport, the lat-

est of which was Quinto’s
death, claumed to be suiade
As chairman of the Senate
defense and secunity commit-
tee, Mercado called for mten-
sive anvestigation ol the case
and the prosecution ol the
gutlty parties. He said the
policemen’s arrest was nol
enougly

I'he culpability of the
NAIA management must also
be determined, Mercado
declared

L] - L]
INCONSISTENT
RP POLICY

Inconsistent  Philippine
policy characterized by preten-
sion rather than sincerity rel-
egates automatic United States
military retaliation 1n case of
foreign attack on the Philip-
pines te limbo

When the 1951 Mutual
Defense Treaty expired on
September 16, 1991, the Phil-
ippine Senate by a majority of
one, 12-11, voted to evicl the
American airmen lrom Clark
Air Force Base and the navy
men from Subic Naval Base

“Today we have summoned
the political will to stand
against 47 years ol foreign
military presence n the Plil-
ippines,’ Senate President
lovito Salonga so nobly de-
clared as he banged his gavel
ending the Senate session at
819 pm

But less than seven years
alterwards, Sen. Francisco
latad proposes lo negotiate a
friendship treaty with the US
that the legislators rejected in
1991, saving the circumstanc-
es and condinions obtaining
then had drastically changed
He was evidently relerring to
the intrusion by Chinese war-
ships in the Kalavaan isles of
the Spratly archipelago which

the Philippines claims as within
1ts 200-mile exclusive econom-
ic zone according to the UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea

I'resident Corazon Aquino
had no mtention of making the
LS troops leave although she
served notice to the US its lease
on Philippine bases was ex-
pirmg in 1991 She invoked
the 1966 agreement of US State
Sec. Dean Rusk and Foreign
Sec. Narciso Ramos allowing
the Americans one year Lo
withdraw. She formed a panel
to negotiate a treaty that would
allow the US troops to stay
longer ““in the people’s inter-
est.”’

Mrs. Aquino was crucified
for her non-concurrence with
the Senate stand, Her call for
a relerendum to nullify the
Senate action was blasted as
a ““willful and malicious vi-
olation of the Constitution’s
séction 25, article 18" Two
House members served notice
they would initiate impeach-
menl proceedings against her

American legislators acced-
ed 1o withdraw US troops
“‘since we were at one time
the colonmizing power. ™

But pro-bases Sens, Neptali
Gonzales, Edgardo Angara and
Heherson Alvarez went to
Washington to say the Senate
rejection was not final and
would be subject to referen-
dum as President Aquino had
proposed

However, Mt Pinatubo’s
unexpected eruption n 1992
hastened the flight of. the
American servicemen and ther
families [rom Clark and dheir
boarding US Navy transports
at Subie for Guam and the US
mainland

Despite the predominant

(Next page, please)
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sentiment then for the Amer-
ican pullout, there was that
nagging question of how a
defenseless Philippines would
react to a treal of loreign
aggression

US BACKUP SOUGHT

In lhis latest visit to San
Francisco, President Fidel
Ramos appealed for UUS mil-
iary presence in Asia like the
time they occupied Clark and
Subic bases to maintain the
balance of power in the lace
of Chinese warship incursions
in the Kalayaan isles. This after
the Senate had rebuffed US
spokesman Stanley Schrager’s
overture in 1991 for the re-
tention of the bases by the
United States.

Washington was quoted as
saying the Mutual Defense
Treaty obligates the US to rush
defense to Philippine metro-
politan territory in casz of
foreign attack.

The Spratlys were not cov-
ered when the treaty was forged
in 1951, Only n 1978 did
President Ferdinand Marcos
proclaim the Kalavaan isles
part of Palawan province.

[However, 1JS Ambassador
I'homas Hubbard clarified the
United States will defend the
Philippines even in the Spratlys
although he encouraged a
peaceful resolution of problems
‘with China

China cites historic maps
in claiming centuries ol sov-
ereignty over the South China
Sea isles although no Chinese
official has ever stepped on
the 1sles

Their clam is as ridiculous
4s that of two House comedi-
ans who sailed to a rock of
Scarborough Shoal on which
Filipino fishermen had plant-
ed a Filipino flag. They were
aping the Chinese showoffs
who landed in the East China
Sea isle of Shenkaku claimed
by Japan. :

“The Huang Yan island
(Scarborough Shoal) is inher-
ently Chinese territory,”” Chi-
nese official Tang Jiaxuan told
the official Peoples Daily,
citing history. He demanded a
stop to all actions

**violating China territory”’
such as the Philippine navy
arrest of 21 Chinese fisher-
men for poaching off
Scarborough Shoal on May 20,
Their vessel was impounded
and the crew detained by the
Coast Guard

With 18 other Taiwanese
and seven Vietnamese f(isher-
men arrested 1n Mindoro, La
Union and Isabela in Philip-
pine jails facing cnminal charg-
es in court for trespassing, they
total 46

AMBIGUOUS TREATY
The current tense situation
with China serves to focus how
fragile the Philippine defense
treaty with the US is, Amer-
ican troops tasked with defend-
ing the Philippines in case of
attack suspended their partic-
ipation in the annual joint
mulitary exercise Balikatan and

canceled the port call of US
Navy ships because Filipmo
politictans had raised the le-
gal question ol US ftroops’
presence in the country

Sen. Blas Ople cited the
mcongruity ol granting port
calls to Chinese or Japanese
warships but not to the Phil-
ippines” mutual defense part-
ner, the United States

President Ramos was re-
ported to have rejected Admi-
ral Joseph Prucher’s proposal
for access of LS naval vessels
in Philippine military exercis-
es and on porl visils but ad-
vised the Americans to nego-
tiate with Subic and Clark
Development Authority

Subic Administrator Rich-
ard Gordon said' the Amen-
cans posed a problem with their
demand that American mili-
tary personnel be granted
immunity for criminal prose-
cution while conducting joint
military exercises with the
Armmed Forces of the Philip-
pines. The joint exercises were
postponed this vear due o a
snag in the RP-1JS Status of
lorce Agreement

l'atad’s proposal to rene-
gotiate the Mutual Defense
Trealy lo explore the possi-
bility of restoring US troops
i Philippine bases metl a
barrage of opposition

““The decision 1o remove
the US bases was firm,”” said
Defense Sec. Renato de Villa,
““and it would not be wise to
allow the restoration of US
military facilities in return for
a commitment to repel attack
on the Philippines in the
Spratlys.™

Foreign Sec. Domingo
Siason admits the MDT has
all the elements of “‘clear
ambiguity™” but refuted Tatad’s
proposal to amend 1t with the
end in view of reestablishing
US bases

Gordon favors granting
access to US Navy ships to
dock for servicing at Subic but
said basing the US mulitary was
out,

Sen. Blas Ople proposed a
security trealy among Asia-
pacific countries to include
China, the US, Japan, Russia
and the Furopean Unmion equiv-
alenl to the Conference on
Securnity and Cooperation 1n
Europe. He urged such a con-
ference be convened in Ma-
nila by Presidents Ramos and
Suharto of Indonesia and
Malaysia’s Prime Minister
Mohamad Mahathir

- L L]
OPPOSITION UNITES,
KAMPI FAVORS
LAKAS

lhe configuration of pres-
idential candidates in the 1998
election under the present setup
of motley political groups rather
than the administration’s
majority Lakas-NUCD or the
opposilion Laban ng
Demokratikong Pilipine 1s
shaping up as election maneu-
vers gain momentum toward
the second semester of 1997

I'me ranking opposition LDP
chaired by Sen. Edgardo
Angara, who 1s u presidential
candidate, and the Nationalist
People’s Coalition presided by
Senate President  Ernesto
Maceda have agreed to coa-
lesce to fortify themselves
against the majority Lakas-
NUCD

Sen Mirtam D, Santiago
pressed lor an opposition com-
pact for unity that would pri-
oritize forming a united oppo-
silion over presidential ambi-
tions which favors a power-
sharing scheme 1n the event
the opposition wins She said
she was willing to forgo her
1998 presidential bid if that's
what 11 takes 10 persuade all
opposition parties lo unite. She
said Angara had agreed to her
proposal

Santiago said she will
persuade Maceda, Vice Pres-
ident Joseph [strada, Sen
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
former Sen. Aquilino Pimentel
Sens. Raul Roco and Gregorio
Honasan who are eying e
presidency 1998 to agree
to the covenant

But Sen. Arrovo said her
party, the Kampt (Kabalikat
ng Malavang Pilipino) 1s
adopting good programs ol both
Lakas and Laban While claim-
ing she 1s not seeking Presi-
dent Ramos™ endorsement she
did not rule out a coalition wath
the Lakas Party

I'he Kampi swore in Sen
Vicente Sotto Il as her pro-
spective running mate. Laban
Sens. Freddie Webb and
Alberto Romulo (now indepen-
dent) and former Sen Rodolfo
Biazon have also jumped into
the Kampi bandwagon

Maceda said the switch of
Sotto and Webb to Kampi does
not affect the Senate balance
of power since both remain
with the majority coalition that
mslalled him as Senaie pres-
ident last year Angara said
Sotto’s departure won't hob-
ble the Laban party nor scut-
tle the plan to join forces with
the NPC in a United Opposi-
tion

But former Laban Secretary-
General Hemando Perez who
has joined Lakas said this
merger merely  confirms
Laban’s loss of so many
members lo defections.

Opposition Congressmen
noted the Laban-NPC coalition
left out Estrada’s Partido ng
Masang Pilipino. Laban Rep.
Edeel Lagman said the PMP
was nol included in the merg-
er because it is only a small
part ** House Majority Leader
Rodolfo Albano saw no way

Estrada could squeeze himself

into this new political alliance

A House opposition leader
said Estrada has no solid
opposition credentials so long
as he clings to the hope that
President Ramos will endorse
lis presidential candidacy, He
said FEstrada must cul clean
from Malacafian, resign from
the Cabinel and as Presiden-

tial Anti-Crime Commission
chairman. Sailing on 1wo riv-
ers makes him a target lor
Laban members to margmalize

Maceda, however, allayed
lears the Laban-NPC merger
would isolate Estrada’s PMP
or Sen. Miniam D, Santiago’s
People’s Reform Party, Sen
Marcelo Fernan sawd total
unification of the opposition
forces 1s imperative consider-
Htt_' Mfllill..'i'iﬁilll 5 awesome
resources and machinery.
UNITING OPPOSITION

Sen. Santiago explored the
possibility of putting into action
her compact for unity of all
the opposition parties which
could meet stfl resistance from
so many aspirants for the
presidency m 1998 These are
strong-willed individuals with
therr respective political back-
ing

Santiago described as
“*black propaganda’ the re-
port that she had acceded to
be Istrada’s running mate in
1998 Miriam-Erap: that’s the
dream team, she said, not the
other way around Estrada, like
Arroyo, Speaker Jose de
Venecia Jr, Delense Sec
Renato de Villa and Finance
Sec. Roberto de Ocampo are
all seeking President Ramos
endorsement. Santiago said. In
the end they will be forced to
hight for the vice-presidency
because only one will be picked
tor the presidential candida-
Ch

“The next President must
possess moral probity as well
as professional and academic
excellence,”” Santiago speci-
fied **Now who among them
can claxm with all honesty that
they have these qualities?”
Santiago 1s a UUP honor grad-
uate, law professor and former
tnal court judge

LAKAS INTRAMURALS

The Lakas-NUCD has its
own intramurals. Speaker de
Venecia 1s favored 1o win the
Lakas nomination having or-
ganized and nuriured the ad-
mimstration party

But Secretary de Villa who
1s backed up by the makati
business circle counts heavily
on President Ramos’ support
to gain Lakas acclamation

Rumors that a group of
Lakas congressmen led by
Majority Leader Rodolfo
Albano were out 1o depose De
Venecia as Speaker were dis-
missed as “‘black propagan-

da’’ bv De Venccia himself

and by Albano as a sinister
plot of a demolition crew out
to wreck the sohid Lakas
machinen

Laban Secretary-General
Agapito (Butz) Aquino suggest-
ed Defense Sec. de Villa's men
could be behind the anti-de
Venecia plot 1o hobble his
presidential campaign
Malacanan adviser Gabriel
Claudio said he was not aware
of such a plot and if there was
one, neither Malacafan nor
Lakas leaders will support it
Rep. Ralph Recto of the

Batangas bloc smd while s
group will nominate De Villa
as presidential nommee, it will
stand by De Venecia as Speak-
er

Sen. Leticia R Shahani,
who has joined the presiden-
tial race, wants De Venecia
to resign as Lakas secretary-
general because he 1s also
aspiring lor the presidency

De Villa said 11 he fails to
gamn the Lakas nomination, he
will not seek some other par-
ty's nomination, He is trving
to break awav from Ins mold
as President Ramos™ clone to
which politics has consigned
him

When Ramos vacated the
post of Philippine Constabu-
lary-Integrated National Police
chief in 1986 10 become Armed
Forces chief of staff, De Villa
succeeded him in his post.
When Ramos was named de-
fense secretary by President
Corazon Aquino, De Villa
suceeeded him as AFP chiel
Ramos relinquished the defense
post mn 1992 to run lor Pres-
ident. Villa filled in as de-
lense secretary. Now de Villa
faces his toughest fight in
currving the Lakas Party major-
ity vote

Demands are mounting that
De Villa resign as Cabinet
secretary, as Lll--'l]ll“ilﬂ ol ”!k'
Peace and Order Council and
the National Disaster Coordi-
nating Council that gives him
media exposure n tmes of
calamity. This was demanded
by Sen Angara and Rep. Carlos
’adilla so that he cannot be
accused of using public funds
lfor his campaign

ROCO, PIMENTEL

With so many aspiring for
the presidency, what are the
chances of such fine candidates
as Sen. Raul Roco and former
Sen. Aquilino Pimentel

Sponsored by a religious
group and supported by his
PDP-Laban Party. Pimentel
accepted the challenge to bring
about moral recovery and move
the country out ol poverty o
prosperily

Roco of Camarines Sur says
party support 1s no longer vital
for winning, citing Sen, Miriam
Santingo who almost won the
presidency in 1992 without af-
filiating with the two major
political parties and the support
ot only her People’s Reform
Party. But Roco believes media
exposure can boost a candidate’s
popularity. He is often seen in
I'V talk shows and interviews

L] - L

FLOOD-HIT SCHOOLS

A sight for sore eyes were
those public school teachers in
Makati and Paco scrubbing the
floors of their ¢lassrooms dirtied
by a recent flood in preparation
for the school opening on Mon-
day (June 2). What better exam-
ple for clementary school pupils
than their own mentors un-
ashamed 1o use clbow grease in
preparing their classrooms.

But in spite of the teachers’
solicitude, there were factors

working aganst the return of 18,6

million elementary and high
school children 1o schools nation-
wide with a shortage of 10,000
classrooms and 4.000 teachers.
A majority of 95 percent atiend
public schools and only five
percent go to private schools

Five elementary schools in
llood-prone areas like Tondo and
a flood-damaged high school n
Blumentntt had missing textbooks
and facilities. The 4,000 pupils
ol Benitez Elementary School
whose building was not finished
in ume were forced to occupy
12 newly-constructed classrooms
ol three-story Legarda Elemen-
tary School, which had vyet to be
blessed. There were no desks for
children, no platforms, only chairs
for the teachers

So there were the usual prob-
lems of unregistered students,
missing children, pupils who
would not go to school and doting
parents who would not leave their
children. Ramon Magsaysay High
School's 8,000 student popula-
tion rose this year. Despite the
shortages, Education Sec. Ricardo
Glona said the problems were
manageable

He recommended multigrade
classes in three shifts to accom-
modate the big number of pu-
pils in barangays. To alleviate the
lack of teachers, Gloria ordered
some school principals and
superintendents to assume leach-
ing jobs until more teachers were
hired. Some 300 teachers who
were conltragt workers abroad re-
apphied lor teaching jobs and will
be reemployed

Gloria 1ssued orders since
lanuary lor the construction of
more school buildings, the hir-
ing of more teachers and the
preparation of textbooks and
instructional materials. But these
will depend on the availability
of funds. The P3 billion build-
ing fund has not been released

Elementary school students in
public and private schools were
projected at 13,038,367 while
those in high schools were placed
al 4,959,027, Glora said there
was & minimal increase in pri-
vate clementary and high school
tuiion and other fees. Colleges
are likely to have another round
of tuition increases, Colleges are
opening later on July 15

In the Balik Eskuwela cam-
paign, the Western Police Dis-
trict fielded 2,000 policemen in
Manila’s University Belt as a
deterrent aganst slashers, pick-
pockets, snatchers and drug
peddlers who prey on students
during school opening.

A major problem of students
was the lack of public transpor-
tation 1o shuttle them to school
School children packed tricycles
like sardines while boys clung
to the sides while standing.

In Malabon where the streets
go under water during high tide
even without rains, students of
Dampalit Elementary School carry
their books on their heads with
both hands clutching them as they
wade through the ankle-deep
flood waters. A small boy rode
pigeyback on his father’s sheul-
ders while the father rolled up
his trousers up to the knee as he
waded through the flood. Neigh-
boring Navotas town close to
Manila Bay likewise gets inun-
dated by high tide and the rains.
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NEED TO STRENGTHEN
BIOTECHNOLOGY R & D

By O.F. DOMINGO

IOTECHNOLOGY has undeniably contribut-

ed to the economic growth of the developed

countries. Developing countries as well are
gaining the headway in biotechnological advances.

The Philippines has to go
by the tide of the world’s
endless quest for these advanc-
es. Otherwise, 1l cannol com-
pete with the global economies.
Mediocrity is out in a global
arena where competition is the
buzzword of the game

This economic scenario
compels the research and de-
velopment (R&D) sector to 1m-
prove its activities. More spe-
cifically. experts recognize the
need to strengthen microbial
biotechnology R & D

Why microbial biotechnol-
ogy, the savants have the
following to say

Microbial biotechnology
holds promise for millions of
small and marginal farmers

It could provide a raunge of

agricultural nputs and pow-
erful tools for agricultural
research. It 1s able to supple-
ment or provide altematives
to chemical fertilizers and
synthetic pesticides It offers
techniques to remedy walter
pollution and agncultural waste
problems using living organ-
isms or substances from larm
OTganisms

These potentials, coupled
with the country’s vast micro-
bial biodiversity, have moti-
vated the R & D sector to direct
activities toward coming up
with few but high impact
projects. Tlis direction 1s the
focus of the just-concluded
Symposium-Workshop  on
Microbial Biotechnology. Spon-
sored by the Philippine Coun-
cil for Agricullure, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRI)
and the National Institute ol
Molecular Biology and Biotech-
nology (BIOTECH) of the
University of the Philippines
Los Banos (LUPLI), the work-
shop was conducted as a re-
sponse o the need to improve
the agricultural economy for
sustainable development

During the workshop, the
status ol nucrobial biotechnol-
ogy R & D in the Philippines
was assessed. This nvolves
appraisal of R & D on bio-
cides and biocontrol,
biofertilizer, and environmen-

tal biotechnology.

According to Dr. Lus Rey
Velasco of the National Crop
Protection Center of UPLB,
studies 1n the Philippines on
the use of microbial pathogens
for biocontrol of weeds are still
very limited

Biocide research 1s active-
Iy done in the United States
and Australia, Several species
of bacteria. fungal and viral
biocontrol agenls agansl in-
secl species are commercially
available but all of these were
developed abroad

On the other hand. biotech-
nology R & D on biopesticides
in the Philippines has been
mainly himited to field collec-
tion, 1dentification, and labo-

ratory and field evaluation of

candidate 1solates

Wihile the country 1s vers
much lagging behind compared
to other countries which are
already mto commercialization.
the opportunities to develop
microbial bocontrol and bio-
cides in the Philippines are
tremendous

Dr. Velasco further said that
the raw matenal, which 1s the
diversity of microbial biocon
agents, 1s abundant in the coun-
try. It is high time to harness
the potential gf these bocon
agents and biologically based
pesticides lor pest management,
considering the current heavy
concern of the public on the
use ol highly toxic and broad
spectrum synthetic pesticides

Intiatives - environmen-
tal brotechnology i the coun-
try i1s nol as progressive and
advanced as in Europe, Unit-
cd States, and Japan. Howev-
er, Dr Catalino Altatara ol
BIOTECH was able to present
some of the available infor-
mation on the country’'s R &
D activities along this held
'hese are mostly concentrat-
ed m umversities and govermn-
ment research institutions. Few
privale consulling companies
and corporations in the coun-
try ofler biotechnologies tor
biological waste waler (real-
ment and pollution mitigation

Recently, microbial tormu-
lations (in powder or hquid

ENVIRONMENT: Protection needed.

concentrates) are seen in the
market, These products are said
1o clean up polhited water
bodies or deodorizes certam
odors, However, Alfatara said
that performance standards [or

the evaluation of many of these
products are so lar not avail-
able

e current prohiferation ol
environmental problems neces-
sitates the discovery and ap-

plication ol biological micro-
Organisms, processes, Or sys-
tems for environmental protec-
tion. Research 1s needed to
develop appropriate technolo-
BICS

Alfafara cited the country’s
rich microbial diversity, rich
pool of manpower, and increas-
ing number of research activ-
iies as entry pomnts 1o a pro-
gressive environmental biotech-
nology. However. technical
capability upgrading 1s imper-
ative

Also, one needs 1o consid-
er the needs and problems of
end-users. This requires an
eftective informution flow and
coordiation among the re-
search, government, academe,
and industry’ seclors

Compared to biocides and
biocontrol and environmental
biotechnology, broferuhzer R
& D is advancing in the
Plulippies

Reports of BIOTECH di-
rector Rey dela Cruz indicate
the number of orgamc feril-
1zer producers, the production
and sales which show increas-
ing trend

UPLEB has an active involve-
ment 1n organic lertilizer re-
search, notable of which 1s the
Rapid Composiing Technolo-
£y using Trichoderma
harzianum as fungal decom-
poser ol organic cellulosic
materials. Another remarkable
research is the 1BO-GREEN
organic lertilizer wlich uses
Trichoderma reeser as the
decomposer, supplemented by
a nitrogen-lixing bactenia called
Azotobacter sp

Many studies on microhal
fertilizer classified as biolog-
1cal nitrogen hxers (BNF) and
myvcorrhiza have been conduct-
ed. The BNF 1s classified into
Rhuzobium, ‘Azospirrilum,
Azolla, Blue-green Algae
(BGA), and Frankia

Dr. dela Cruz explamed that
all works on microbial fertil-
1izer use traditional approach-
es ol selecting effective organ-

isms, mass production of se-
lected strains, and moculation
ol effective organisms, o plants
and or seeds. Not much has
been done in terms of apply-
ing biotechnological approaches
to microbial fertilizer research

Nonetheless, biofertilizers
can partly replace some of the
plants’ fertilizer requirements.
This advantage enables the
development of available tech-
nologies for mass production
of biofertilizer. particularly
organic fertilizers, biological
nitrogen fixers (Niroplus, BIO-
N, Azotobacter, Azolla, and
BGA) and  mycorrhiza
(MYCOGROEtables,
MYKOVAM | and 2)

Given the cusrent status of
microbal brotechnology m the
Philippines. it was urged thal
rescarchh work be geared lo-
ward developing products.
and systems that
would boost the country s
agricultural productivity and at
the same time promole envi-
ronmental welfare

During the workshop, bio-
technology interventions to
address the gaps and con-
straints were idenufied. Agen-
cies interested and are capa-
ble of implementing the
projects were enumerated
Strategies to effectively imple-
ment these projects have been
discussed

I'his undertaking requires
sufficient budgetary support,
upgrading of technical skills
and manpower capability, pro-
curement of modern equipment,
and establishment of infrastruc-
ture

Given a conducive policy
environment, ample support
from the government, commil-
ted skillful scientists and a
well-coordinated R & D ac-
tivities. microbial biotechnol-
ogy in the Philippines may no
longer be as far behind the
Ihe country’s vision ol
imdustrialization 1s near Lo
aclieve

S&T Media Service

processes
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice |3 hereby given that the astate of the late CANUTO TORRES ngrhn
Silang
settled samong his beirs in & document entitled
under Doc
159, Setigs ol 1997 of Natary Public' Aty Librade G

Cavite, has been extiajudicially
‘Extrajudicial Partition of
Page No. 71, Book No
Cuadrasal of Manila
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AGING trees and rampant
cutting for lumber and con-
version of coconut land to
other uses resulted in a year
ol losses for the coconut 1n-
dustry m 1996

Coconut production of .96
million metric tons (MMT) in

MMT in 1995

Earnings [rom

of 2.35 MMT to 1 426 MM
m 1996

losses in 1996,
ippine Peasant Institute (PPI)
Still

1996 showed a 26 percent
decline from a high of 2.65

coconul
exports -- one of the country’s
traditional major dollar eam-
ers -- also took a dive of 39.5
percent, from 1995°s exports

“‘After having been one of
the few agncultural winners
in 1995, the coconut industry
was besieged by a vear of
says the Phl-

the Philippines re-

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
2ND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG, CAVITE

Land Reg Case No 86-039 LRA Record No N-67124

NOTICE OF

To the Hon. Solicitor Genetal, Office ol the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St Legaspi
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila; the Regional Executive
Director, Region IV, DENR L & S Bidg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila, the Hon Secretary,
Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila, the Hon. Secretary,
Department of Agrarian Reform, PTA Bidg , Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Manage
ment Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor
the Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works
and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece
Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Amadeo, Cavite, Amando Ramos. Brgy
3. Poblacion, Amadeo. Cavite; Hernando Costelo No 483 C. Bayanm St., Bigy. 3 Pob,, Amadeo
Cavite; Feloteo Ambata, Pablo Bayotl, Dante Malabanan, Epifania Ambagan. all in Poblacion,
Amadeo, Cavite, AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by SPS CORSENO FERNANDEZ
and EUFROCINA FERNANDEZ, Brgy Dagatan, Amadeo, Cavite. Thru Atty lrinec A, Anarna-Alejandro
and Anarna Law Office, #11 Madlangsacay St., Pob Silang, Cavite, praying for the registration
and confirmation of the title to the following described land
* A parcel of land (Lot 2286, Cad-482-D. Amadeo Cadastre, Case |, Module lll, as shown on
plan, Ap-04-010319, L.R.C. Record No ). situated in the Barangay of Dagatan, Municipality
of Amadeo. Province of Cavite. Bounded on the SE.. along line 1-2 by Lot 2300: along line 2-
3 by Lot 2299, on the W., along line 3-4-5 by Lot 2294, on the NW , along line 5-6 by Lot
2287, on the E. along line 6-1 by Lot 2275, all of Cad-482-D, Amadeo Cadastre, Case |, Module
Il Beginning at a point marked "'1'" on plan, being N. 31 deg. 29'E.. 2536 11 m from BL LM
No. 1, Cad-482-D, Amadeo Cadastre, Case |, Module Il

thence S. 83 deg 58'W., 84.47 m. to point 2

thence S. 85 deg. 53'W., 4003 m to point 3

thence N, 3 deg 39'E 0.94 m. to point 4,

thence N 4 deg. 33'E 2051 m. to point 5,
N
s

INITIAL HEARING

thence 84 deg 34'E, 12436 m to point 6
thence 4 deg 10'W 21.46 m to the point of beginning
containing an area of TWO THOUSAND SiX HUNDRED EIGHTY EIGHT (2.688) SQUARE METERS
All points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P.S cyl
mons. 16 x 60 cm.; bearings grid; date of original survey, April 2-August 15
Aug 1, 1996 and approved on Aug 29, 1996
You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at its session to be held at
MCTC, Silang-Amadeo, Silang, Cavite, Philippines on the 16th day of July, 1997 a1 2:00 P.M
then and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof, and
to submit evidence in support of such claimy and unless you appear at sald Court at the time
and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated
and determined in accordance with law and the avidence belore the Court and thereafter you
will forever be barred from contesting said application lor petition) or any decree antered thereon
Witness: the HON, HOSE A MENDOZA, Acting Judge of said Court, the 10th day ol Aprll,
1887
Issued at Guezon City, Philippines, this
RETET B S0

conc
1974, date prepared

14th day of April 1997
REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator

Land Registration Authority
A True Copy By

1Sgd.) ADELAIDA 1. CARAIG 1Sgd,) SALVADOR L

ORIEL
Chief, Publication of Notices Section Chiel, Docket

Division
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By PAUL ICAMINA

mains the world"s top coconul
oil exporter, supplying some
04 percent of total world
demand

And with supply scarce
amid a growing local indus-
trnial demand, farmgate prices
rose by 4012 percenl. [rom
P1.72 per kilo in 1995 to P2 41
in 1996

“The industry, however,
depends on production volume
for decent profits,” the PPl
says. “"And with overall pro-
ductivity dipping, these vol-
umes have also intermittently
dipped from year to vear ™

The PPI says the rampant
tree cutting has not been
stemmed even with the enact-
ment ol the 1995 Coconut
Preservation At PPl cites
Philippine Coconut Authority
estimates that an average of
1,000 coconut trees are bemng
cut each day in Misams
Occidental alone

Recently, a bill was filed
in Congress secking the ex-
cmiplion ol coconut larms lrom
[and relform m order lo " re-
vituhze  the industry: PPLHand
other larmer groups oppose the
move They argue the exemp-
tion would mean the displace-
ment of some 37 milhion small
coconul !Iillﬂl
workers

I'ev have, 1 lact, cniti-
cized the slow implementation
ol land distnibution 1n coco-
nut-growing areas. (f an es-
timated 2 8 million hectares
devoted Lo coconuts, the De-
partment ol Agranan Reform
reports 1t has distributed only
128,928 hectlares

Revitalized the industry is
estimated to cost some P200
million annually. But only P50
million was allotted for indus-
trv rehabilitation in 1996 --
only shightly better than the
38 million released in 1995

““The usual claim of fund
lack 1o explain the disparity
in need and actual releases
cannot apply to the coconut
mdustry,  says the PPL **Some
P100 bilhon are there for the
industry’s use.

['ls 15 the estumated value

furmers and

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
estate ol ARATENCIA DAUZ who
died on Cctober B, 18984 at the
Southern llocos Sur District Hos
pital in Tagudin, llocos Sur snd
BENJAMIN &, DAUZ who died on
May 9, 1997 in Tagudin, llocos
Sut was seltled by her beirs in a
deed of Extrajudicial Settlemant of
Estate they executed belore Nota:
ty Public Atty, Elizabeth A Andres
which document was entered in her
notarial register as Doc. No 32
Page 7; Book |I; Seres of 1987

WE FORUM

May 26, June 2 & 9, 1987

of coconut levy funds PPl says
were collected from coconut
farmers under the Marcos
regime and invested by his
cronies In now government-
sequestered busimess interests

COCO INDUSTRY PLUNGES

However, PPI says, control
over the coconul levy assets
1s still being contested, Up to
the end of 1996, no resolution
was vel in sight. (MNC Agri
News Service)

COMPOST USERS YIELD
HIGHER, SURVEY SHOWS

RICE farmers adopting the rapid compostng technology
have gained vields averaging 545 kilos per hectare higher than
non-adoptors of the technology.

This was found in a study led by Dr. Agnes Rola of the
Center for Policy and Development Studies of the University
of the Philippines Los Bafios (CPDS-UPLB). The group of Dr
Rola was commussioned by the Philippine Council for Agri-
culture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research and Devel-
opment (PCARRD) to conduct a socioeconomic evaluation and
policy analysis of the Rapid Composting Technology

This in-depth [lield survey mvolved the participation of 67
users and nonusers of compost, 28 compost fungus activator
(CIFA) production centers and compost production units (CPUs),
23 extension personnel workers, and 40 sugarcane farmers (20
users and 20 nonusers) Secondary data and information taken
from progress reports were the basis ol some resulls

Findings showed that the net incomes of the rice farmers
were higher by approximately P4.784 per hectare in one sea-
son, Their use of morgame fertihizer decreased by 19 kilos per
hectare Total cash cost decreased owing to lower morgame
fertihzer cost and higher net returns

Sugarcane larmers 1 Bukidnon who used compost also gained
significantly lngher vields The logit regression model used to
analyze the data suggests that potential compost users have
larger farm size, other sources of income, and [requent contact
with extension agenls

Recent survey also showed the profitability of producing
Trichoderma hanzianum or CFA

e centers managed by cooperatives had the highest CFA
produced with an average ol 27,944 kilos while the govern-
ment-managed centers produced the least average of 7,034
kilos. Production cost per Kilo vaned from P4.63 for cooper-
atives to P7.35 for corporation The selling price per kilo ranged
from P8 for the individually managed center and P10.47 for
the corporations W

T'he average cost and returns of producing the CPA shows
that the cooperative-managed center had a benefit cost ratio
ol 1.98 This means that for every peso invested in CFA
production. the cooperative got a return of Pl 98,

Smmilarly, the cost and returns of producing compost ap-
peared viable

Among the CPUs. the corporation and nongovernment
organization (NGO )-managed units had the highest returns
Data showed that the nonmechanized corporation-managed CPUs
had an average of P10 million profits in 1995, The benefit-
cost ratio was 209

Compost production using machines and other equipment
started barely two vears ago Nevertheless, the NGO-managed
CPU employing mechamzed operation still registered about
hallf a million peso profit. The benefit-cost ratio was 1.45

One of the major constraints in commercializing the rapid
composting technology 1s the registration and licensing polices
of the Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority. The recommendation
cited 1s to evolve a simple process for registration and licens-
ing of organic fertilizer and to widely disseminate information
on the guidelines and procedures. (O.F. Domingo, S&T Media
Service)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice 18 hereby given that the estate ol the late NARCISO OCAMPO
who died intestate on July 19, 1980 at Silang, Cavite was extrajudicially
settled among s as per document entitled "Extrajudicial Settlement With
Sale'' under Doc N&. 173, Page No. 36; Book No. B2, Series o] 19807
belare Notary Public Atty. Donate €. Manguiat of Manila

WE FORUM

June 2, 8 & 16, 1897
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EDITORIAL

A time to dare

VERALL Deputy Ombudsman Francisco Villa will be remembered
Oas the man who sent a gun-running congressman to jail. Now, in
typical Villa stance, he has dared his boss, one Aniano Desierto, who
happened to be the Ombudsman, to probe charges of alleged corruption

in the high court that could lead to impeachment proceedings against some

magistrates.

It is a healthy sign for democracy that there are still people in
this country who could speak their mind. Without them, and the
responsible and intelligent sector in the media, this nation could easily
slide into a dangerous complacency that could invite the most invidious
and insidious exploitation by the powerful.

““For the sake of truth and justice,”” Villa declares, ‘‘the Ombuds-
man must step into the situation.”

The situation he speaks of is fraught with peril. Constitutionally, as
a former senator points out, the justices of the high court are practically
immune from any suit, just like the Chief Executive, and even more so.
They can act like gods, should their ego so dictate, meditating in their
imaginary Mt. Olympus and manipulating things as they watched their
puppets dance, wail, grovel and beg at their gold-shod feet. Although he
has not yet boasted that he has a lot of friends there, the likes of Desierto
would conceivably be a kindred spirit to some people in the court.

But Villa does not seem to be fazed by the wrath of the all-powerful.
““Right now,”” he bemoans, ‘‘a heavy cloud hangs over the Supreme Court,
the only way to clear it is to conduct a fact-finding investigation.”” Just
as terse and clear-cut as any no-nonsense statement could be. Will Desierto
need his deputy’s call?

The news story last week did not say so. The fact is, Desierto might
not have even known about the challenge at all. But he would have read
about it or somebody would have told him later, if he is not wont to
reading respectable and fighting newspapers. How he would react nobody
knows — like a desert, any man’s mind hides a horde of unearthly mysteries.

Villa recalls Section 22 of Republic Act No. 6770, better known as

“the Ombudsman Law, which grants Desierto power to “‘investigate im-
peachable officials for the purpose of initiating a complaint for impeach-
ment before the House of Representatives.”” At this point, we are remind-
ed of Paranaque Rep. Roilo Golez who filed an impeachment case against
the Ombudsman in the same ‘‘house.”” Desierto made good his boast, he
has lots of friends in that den.

Obedient cops

FTER more than a full month, the policemen in this country have

started filing their Statements of Assets and Liabilities (SAL). With
April 30 on the deadline, the cops are late — as usual. As usual too, as
in preventing crimes and solving them, if not entirely consigning the same
to the limbo of the forever unsolved.

For a time, the citizenry thought the PNP officers and members would
never file their SALs because they might be forced to admit the number
of millionaires in their ranks. Not that they became millionaires from
kidnapping or bank robbery, certainly not. But after media reports about
their ‘‘negligence,”” and probably a stern look from their passive chief,
they suddenly “‘rushed’ to comply with the requirement.

*[If media did not attack their non-compliance, they would not have
bothered to disclose their assets and liabilities]’’ a cop avers.

So the media does help this government, after all. Without it, who
would expose all the sins and lopses in our beautiful society? Although
judging by how some sectors of the media operate, this country would
be better off without them. There are those who would unreservedly agree.

/L2 /////4/7/////////7////////
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The boxers

DONT be surpnsed 1l vou see a judge
enter his courtroom wearing not the prescribed
toga bul boxmg trunks and gloves And don't
luugh because you erther are cited for con-
tempt or are knocked oul

That s how low Theirr Honors have stooped
down. Yet they expect the public to look up
to them and stll trust our judicial system!

Just after two Regional Trial Court judges
of Las Pias City exchanged first blows, a
three-part series on corruption in the Judicia-
rv came oul in three national dailies

'he matters raised up in the report of the
Philippine Center for Investigative Journal-
ism (PC1I) are really old hat but, m my opimon,
deserve this latest exposure i only to prod
the powers that be to insttule necessary
reforms So far, only empty motions have been
made. after the din has died down following
an expose. Their Honors (from the Supreme
Court Justices to the lowliest Municipal Tnal

Court judges) forget it all, m the manner of

politicians, which Their Honors aren @ sup-
posed to be

Probably, 1I our weekly had a big circu-
lation then, one’s article *"The Judiciary on
Trial”™ (May 13, 1996) could have stirred the
hornet’s nest, too. like Sheila Coronel s piece
I'd even sayv that there are some things in
one’s work which ought to have been mclud-
ed 1n her series

| ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

Now there are opinion writers who say
that the best evidence of corruption in the
Supreme Court 1s its decisions. To a certain
extent, ves, Besides, it's very difficult to prove
corruption 1 ““erudite”’ wrntings couched in
legalese, unless one’s a lawyer and really digs
deep into the whole mess. The actions, and
actuations, of Their Honors speak louder than
their words
The Ju-
it’s not only lower court
magistrates who ought to be weanng boxing
trunks but also SC justices. Some of them,
as an SC justice himself told
two of his
esteemed colleagues boxed each other while

Incidentally, as pointed out n °
diciary on Tnal,”

anywav  lor

us 1 our Remedial Law class,

the Court was discussing a case lmagine, at
their age and in spite of all the tails to theur
Nakakahiva!

[hose two boxing RTC ]Ih]gg:& don’t vou

pnames. Justices n a fistfight!
think thev were just imitating their super-
ors!

Example 1s still the best precept

We Forum
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Not nearly enough EARTHMAN

MY personal Medical Census (Revised May (pardon the pun) inour society [Uis the grease — erashing ofl” the track
28 1997) tells me the Plulippmes now has  that tums the axles of failures unable 1o at- SEx ey
nearly enough pediatneians Thev do their  tribute therr Tack ol success i oany venture In agriculture, larmers are urged to break
level best to cope with our huge backlog ol o the personal factor that begins == and ends production barrers so that national food se-

child and nfant diseases. which is what - i themselves . cunty can be attained and propel the country

to newly emerging tiger status. But the tools by MARIO P CHANCO

shortage of pediatric speciabists to deul with Governments levy taxes to pay lor thg  given them to wage this hopeless battle armive

Tyt

pediatnics 1s all about But there is o howling

the diseases ol people who, like most Pres- - loreyver escalating costs ol givmg the kimd ol too lale or are -- (o com a phrase — never
idential candidates, have entered their second — government most people believe thev do not nearly enough Naturally. these findings would be laughed
childhood deserve. Aller one round ol this unequal Or else the money 1s horse-traded 1n con- — out of any legislative or executive lounge So
pa skirmishing, the discovery is made that the  gress for non-agnicultural projeets. and an  the polite concluston is somehow formulated
Ihis shortage of pedia people 1s only one  tax revenue sought 1o be rased s not nearly  omnibus bill combining all the good things and a position RAPSEIS repositioned S in
words of the same length and dimension. that
the country doe snot have nearly enough [unds
to do the night tlung
And 1f that doesn’t sound convincing enough,
this parenthetical apposition could be made
convenient resort 1s made 1 we can’t grow We don’t have nearlv enough scientists lo
i, let’s import 1l handle the science repair-cum-rehab job |
TYTT R

of the multitudes of imbalances that bedevil — enough for the purpose it was demanded. which — tarmers have mussed out on s enacted i its
our country  Never having nearly enough ol may have changed since then So arother ticket — place. The intentions are fiscally sound. But
anvthing has become the stock excuse. the s purchased on thee tax express train until,  the omnibus bus finds tsell with not nearly
favorite fallback position, of nearly everyone — somewhere along a tough curve. the tram comes enough fuel to reach 1ts destimation. So the

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
AMONG HEIRS AND WAIVER
Natice is hareby given that tne sum of money Notice 15 hereby givern 1hal fhe estate ol the lale 1 ; at mas Y e
mes -- about the vasl waunling surpluses
deposited in  pank parucularly Banco de Oro of the EMILIA CALDERON who diea (ntestate on November policymakers deploy bright voung technocrats ones -- about the vast. caterwauling sury
jate SELWYN B DALANON, who died intestate or 13, 1992 at Silang, Cavite has been sxtrajudicially settled wer slabsaliBoundaries mirportedly Todind we do have A tramned and work-eager nation-
February 26, 1997 at Queron City had been extrajudi among het heirs n a deeu . entitied Extrajudicial UVC :— l-l oundaries | PO L;\ ! i\ Al S g N Rllpl.‘,l'—ilhlll'lll:l1]l_'l.: of ilpl'lCll]-
cially settled among his heirs as per Extrajudicially Seitiement of the Estats of the Late Emilia Caideron out why the country remanns stuck m a tech ! 3 T : S ;
Settlement Among Heirs and Waiver bearing Dee No With Waiver ol Rigt inder [Joc No 43 Page No al Lural |'fli\£ll.k,i\ that come Lo market at almost
83, Page No 17, Book No, 14: Series ol 1887 exe 10 No. 55 a 6! 1987 gl Noiary Public ll“!li:_‘l&.-i I]Illi“ll‘il..’ the same LUme as our ”"Pn”\. arrive. A l)(]l—
e PRAALTEHRIER KRS S Sen e (1 S INB80 s SnaTnaKaliaHErg:! =AY All sorix of discoveries are made: science  tomless well of skills, crafts and small indus-
Ay

WE FORUM educntion zeroes mm on the wrong priorities tnnal-service-small enterprise abiliies waiting
WE FORUM June 2, 9 & 16, 1987

e b0 B (8T Ciiant multinational corporations own all the patiently lor decision-makers not loo caught
L M RELT up with building supermalls, shopping centers
or new Silica Valley clones made from 100
percent pure 'lnlippme sihea

LR

LEGAL NOTICE
In science and technology. national Occasionally we do talk - but m hushed

patents on wealth formation and generation
LEGAL NOTICE [oo many excentive ond’ legaslative othemls

LEGALINOTICE swing from lorergn py lons marked = pavrolled

Late I the

Notice 18 hereby gi that the astate A bae ¢ sartled amom i Vastere A1l WESNS U V c
spouses FELIPE H.'\-'n ard CANDIDA PENAFIEL o & Wy ihe viltua 81§ ximludical Batrlement.s : Plaste ed with pesos or ror ajsin But -- more’s the pitsy. — such talk about
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Republic ol the Philippines NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
National Capital Judicial Region OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VILLAINOUSLY, METRO MANILA CALOOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA
* OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT *
AND EX OFFICIO SHERIFF PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK

Mortgagee/s Extra-Judicial Foreclosure
SECURITY BANK CORPORATION o! Real Estate Mortgage

Mortgagee SPS RICARDO & FLORDELIZA ENRIQUEZ under Act 3135, as Amended
Versus Foreclosure Mortgagoris
SPS. ROBERTO KHO AND ASUNCION T KHO x
rep. by their duly authorized Atty-in Fact
AZUCENA C. TAN alias ARLEE C TAN
Mortgagors
A X

A

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upen extra judicial petition lar sale under Act 3135, as amended by act 4118 liled by Premiere
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE Development Bank, mortgagee/s, with |Jr|r|c1.(m| office and postal -!l}dr-.‘s‘.i at EDSA corner Magallanes

Pursuant 1o the verified petition for ssle-under Act 3135, az amended by Act 4118. filed Avenue, Makat, Metio Manila .u|.|||.1:-1 Sps H\\c:lldu & Flordeliza Enriquez I"l.](lllgr'lg(}l-.‘: with
by SECURITY BANK CORPORATION (lormerly Security Bank and Trust Company/SBTCI. mortgagee residence and postal address at Blk. 3, Lot & Glorimar Subdivision, Maypajo, Caloocan City, to
with principal place of business at 6778 Ayala Avenue, Makati City against SPS ROBERTO KHO satsly the mortgage indebtodness which as of Apnl 11, 1997 amounts to Four Hundred Eighty
AND ASUNCION T, KHO, mortgagors, with address at No 404 Gedisco Mansion. 401 Elcano Thousand Hundred Nine and 35%/100 (PAB0,000 35) PESOS, Philippine Currency. including/exclud
Streel, Binondo, Manila, represented in this Act by their Attorney-in-Fact AJUCENA C TAN alias ing interests. penalties. attorney’s foes, plus sherifl’s fees and all othet necessary expenses of
ARALEE C TAN, mortgagor, with address at No 17 Caraballe Street, Talayan Village, Quezan City faretlosure and sala, the Clerk of Coun & Ex-Officio Sherill of Caloocan City thru the undersigned
to satisfy thee mortgage Indeotedness which as of April 22, 1897 amounts ta TWENTY ONE Shentl hereby gives notice to all interested parties and to the public in general that on June
MILLION SiIX MUNDRED THIRTY SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SIXTY THREE PESOS & B9 19, 1897 a1 ten o'clock in the morming (1000 am.} or soon thereafter infront of the main
100 {P21,636 363.59) Philippine Currency, including/excluding interest, charges, attorney’'s fees entrance ol Caloocan City Hall Annex, Aureho Bldg.. 9th Ave . corner Rizal Ave., Ext. Grace
sherilf's tees and all legal fees and expenses for the foreclonsure and sale the Ex Officio Sheriff Park, Caloocan City, she or her duly authorized Sheritl will sell at public auction to the highest
of RATC. Valenzuela. Metro Manila, hereby gives NOTICE that he or his duly authorized deputy
sherif{ will sell at public auction for CASH in Philippine Currency on July 1 1997 at 10:00 a m
or soon thereafter. at the main entrance ol the Office af the Clerk of Court FT(

hidder for cash and in Philippine Currency, the real estate property/les together with all the
improvements existing thareon, 1o wil

Valenzusla TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NOQ 235166

Metre Maniia, the following real estate property together with all the improvements existing A poaicel of land (Lot B, Block 3 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-14870, baing a partion
thereon, to wit of Lot B, described on plan Psd 24299, LRC (GLRO) Rec. No 24989) situated in the Barrio of

da .97k
[CT No V23759 Maypajo, Municipality ol Caloocan, Province ol Rizal. Bounded on the N, points 4 to 1 by Lot

A parcel of land (Lot 1285 A of the subd plan [LRC) Ped -1 /4758, baeing a portion ol Lot

) ! 1 the | pints 1 to 2 by Lot € n the S ts 2 to 3 by Lot 3, all o1 Block ! {
1285, Malinta Estate, LRC Rec No 5941}, situated In the Bo. of Men 1 de Leon, Mun, of o ki iy I AL QR pen s (1D, BI00K A g

Valenzuela, Prov. ol Bulacan, Is of Luzon. Bounded on the NE AND SE pt 7 ver A aRd 1 the subd plan and on the W . pointe 3 to 4 by Road 3 of the subdivision plan ® x x containing

e s 4 arca ol O INDIRED FO Y (1401 SQUA RS ' 155 X

to 3 by Lot 1291 Malinta Estate, on the SW., pts. 3 to 6 by Lot 12858 and on the NW.  pts AN P‘“ v ol ( Nll HUNDRED | Ii.] (1401 SQUARE METERS more or less'x x x x
6 to. 7 by Lot 1286-C both of the subd plan % x x x x containing an ared i FIVE FHOUSAND ospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate lor themselves Lthe title to
{5,000) SQUARE METERS, mors or less x x x x x the said property/ies and encumbrances thercon, It any there be

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the Hitle 1o the said real Caloocan City. Metro Manila, May 19. 1997

W

estate property and the encumbrances thereot, i any there be PAZ G PALANCA
Valenzuela. Metro Manila, May 21, 1987 ROMEO D REYES Ex-Officio Sherift
ATTY. DOMINADUOR [ BORNASAL, JR SHERIFF INCHARGE =

Clerk of Court V1 and Fx Officio Sherifl

CC. All parties Copy furmushed  ALL PARTIES COMNCERANED
WE FORUM

WE FORUM
June 9, 16 & 23, 1997

May 26, June 2 & 9, 1997
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ENVIRONMENT

TREES FOR SUMMER ARE USEFUL, DROUGHT-RESISTANT

By PAUL ICAMINA

THE akleng-parang and the
alibangbang have one thing in
common which are highly
valued during the drought-
prone summer months. Both
trees thrive in dry areas

The akleng-parang 1s com-
mon in regions with a pro-
nounced drv season, particu-
larly in the llocos provinces.
It 1s often seen In open sec-
ondary forests up to 1,200
meters above sea level It 1s
able to grow on stony, dry, and
shallow soils and appears to
be useful for testing the suit-
ability of soil in difficult sites

The alibangbang. on the
other hand, 1s mostly abundant
on dry slopes. It thrives well,
for example, within the open
lands of the Carranglan and
Pantabangan watershed areas
It grows naturally i open, dry
slopes subject to long dry
seasons

These lrees are being rec-

ommended by the Ecosystems

commonly as posts. bridge, and
mine timbers, and lor numer-
ous larm 1lools Smce 1l 15 a
legume (and capable ol fixing
atmospheric nitrogen), grows
in very shallow top soil, and
15 drought-resistant, akleng-
parang is a good reforestation
tree

Alibangbang 1s a small tree
which can be nsed for light
construction, heels lor wom-
en’s lootwear. firewood, and
charcoal Because it 1s the only
tree species that can survive
Irom lire, 1t 15 considered one
of the best species o reforest
open areas ol walersheds.

Binayuyu is an erect tree
which grows abundantly on
open and dry savannah areas
It 1s widely distributed 1 the
Philippines. Malaysia, tropical
Alnca, and tropical Aswa It
can bee used for temporary
structures lence  posts.
1‘11(.']“(\0&1. iIIlLI as a reloresta-

lion lree

Kamachile 1s a large ever-
ereen (heightt 20 meters or
more) which 1s lasl growing,
endures drought, and with-
stands heavv cutting It sur-
vives both heat and shade and
15 able to grow on poor soils
and denuded lands i dry
climates and on seacousts with
1S roots m ]‘r:lk'-kiﬁil or salt
water

It 15 used for general con-
struction purposes und [or
posts. The pulp 1s ealen raw
or made into a beverage The
seeds contamn 20 percent ol a
greenish o1l which, after re-
fimng and bleaching. can be
used for food or in making
soap. The presscake residue 1s
rich n protein (30 percent) and
may be used as feed

In the Plhulippines, the bark
extract is used for tanning The
lowers are visited by bees and
vield good quality honev The
wounded bark exudes o gum
which 1s somewhat like gum

arabic.

Katurar 1s said to be one
of the first garden plants grown
in Egypt. an arid land It 1s
now widespread in tropical
Alrica and tropical Asia. A
shrub or small tree, katurai
have flowers which are used
as a vegetable In Thailand,
the leaves are eaten The seed,
which is high in protein (33.7
percent) is eaten as famine food
in India

The leaves and young
branches are cut as fodder for
cattle and sheeps. The bark’s
fiber is used for making ropes
while the pith serves as fish-
ing (loats. In Senegal, the stems
are used for arrows and pipes.
In Assam, the wood 1s split
land woven into mats. The very
sofl wood is made into Loys in
Burma The stems are used as
roofing 1n India and Pakistan
where the plant is cultivated
as a bamboo substitute (MNC
Agri News Service)

Research and Development
Bureau (ERDB) as drought-
resistant tree species which
survive moisture stress with
little or on imurnng during
water deficient pertods. These
plants are drought-resistant
because they can endure de-

ent effect

Other not so common lree
species known to be resistant
lo drought are binayuvu,
hamachtle. and Katuri

I'he akleng-parang 1s Tound
m Luzon, from Cagavan 1o
Batangas Mindoro and

second growth and open for-
ests at low alnitudes. It 1s also
found in India, Central China
laywan, and southwards to
tropical Australia

I'lie wood 1s durable and
strong. 1t 1s good for [urmture
and 15 ollen used as a substi-

hydration without any appar-

Busuanga. i thickets

and  tute for walnut It 1s used more

Man and nature conspire
to degrade Leyte coast

By ARMAND

BEACH drifting, storm surges. and human
activities have complemented each other
degrading the northeastern coast of Leyte

Among the impacts of degradation are coaslal
erosion, flooding, destruchion of mangrove
forests, and sall water intrusion, according Lo
a study published by the Ecosystems Research
and Development Bureau (ERDB)

The study — made by a team from the
Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources” Mines and Geosciences Development
Service (MGDS) -- focused on the extent of
coastal degradation along a 60-Kilometer stretch
in northeastern Leyte visibly occurring (rom
Tacloban City on the north down lo Abuvog
town on the south

The study was made by geologist Benjamin
Sucgang. Regional Technical Director Arnulfo
Cabantog, and William Domasig, cliel o the
MGDS Geology Division, Eastern Visavas

According Lo the study, the 1mpact ol deg-
radation includes coastal erosion. looding, loss
of mangrove and sall water intrusion Survevs

showed, for example, that a varyimg width of

150 10 170 meters of the coast have been
submerged. Infrastructures have been damaged
and mundated, vegetation uprooted, sand pits
lost and sand barriers thinned, and mangroves
damaged

Beach drifting 1s a common marine degra-
dation process that causes erosion of coastal
areas. As observed in northeastern Levie, the
prevailing wind direction is north-northwest
wlile the coastline trend 1s north-northeast

As the wind blows, waves are driven ob-

MAGUILAS

liquely against the coast. The debris matenials
-- made ol sand. pumice pebbles. and other
organic matlers -- are carried to the beach mm
a lorward sweeping curve. Backwash then ensues
and drags the materials downslope but with a
shght forward movement until the next wave
catches up these materials and repeats the
process

As a resull, the materials moves cumula-
uvely n one direction parallel to the coast
Thus, the beach dnfung direction ol north-
castern Levte 1s towards the north

Storm surges have extreme eflects on coastal
areas because of tremendous wave acliviiy
extending even further inland

Human acuvities include the construction
of several dams across and at the upper reach-
¢s of major river svstems. The dams are lo-
cated in Tingib, Pastrana town; Guimnarona,
Dagami:. Tereza, Palo. Cantiwala, Burauen.
Balocawe, McArthur; and Bito, Javier

As a result, the sediments are trapped in
the dam and the volume of water and 1ts carmving
load capacity 1s decreased, causing an abrupt
change in the dramage svstem: The supply of
sand and other matenals on coastal areas have
tremendously decreased Hence. the natural
replenishment of mcoming sediment 1o bal-
ance the losses by beach drifting and other
processes 1s not attamed

l'o prevent floods in low areas. the natural
Tow ol water in dramage systems have been
altered 1n several critical points. However
coaslal areas were not considered. resulting in

(Page 10, please)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
2ND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG. CAVITE
Land 97-0656

Aeg Case No LAA Record No N-67987

NOTICE OF INITIAL

General, Office of the Salicitor General, 134 Amorscle St
Village, Makati city, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila, the Regional Ex
ecutive Director. Region IV. L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila, the Hon Secretary
Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila, the Hon Secretary,
Department ol Agranan Reform, PTA Bldg , Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Manage
ment Bureau, Visayas Avenue. Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metra Manila; the Provincial Governot
the Provingial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer. the Provineial Engineer, the Public Works
and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer. CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece
Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council. Silang, Cavite: Sebastian Toledo No
146, Heirs of Ramon Giron, No. 152, Celestina Asuncion, No. 130, all in M H. Del Pilar St.,
Silang, Cavite; Generosa T. Kiamzon, V. Toledo St Silang, Cavite; AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by MA. JINKY ¥ ANARNA, Single,
No 2-A Road 4, Pag-asa, Quezon city, Rep by Atty In‘Fact Atty Ireneo A. Anamna, No 11
Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite. praying for the registration and confirmation of the
title to the following described land

A parcel ol land (Lot 3827. Cad
L.R.C. Record No |

HEARING

To the Mon Solicitor Legaspi

452.D, Silang Cadastre as shown on plan Ap-04-010611,
situated in the Barangay of lba, Municipality of Silang, Province ot
Cavite, Island of Luzon Bounded on the W , along line 1-2 by Callejon: on the N & E. along
lines 2-3-4-5 by Lot 14283; on the E_, along line 56 by Lot 3823, on the S. along line 6-
7 by Lot 3822 and along line 7-1 by Lot 3824, all of Cad 462-D, Silang Cadasire Beginning
at a point marked '“1'" on plan, being S. 44 deg O0'E. 133671 m. lrom B.LL M No 1, Cad
452-D, Silang Cadastre
thence N 0 deg
thence B9 deg
thence 3 deg
thence 67 deg
thence 1 deg :
thence B7 deg. 38'W., B661 m to point 7,
thence S, B7 deg, 18"W 45 90 m to the point of beginning,
containing an area of FIFTEEN THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN (15,957) SQUARE METERS
All points referred to are indicated on the plan and marked on the ground by P.5 cyl. conc
mons. 16 x 60 cm., bearings grid; date ol original survey, Dec. 7, 1973-Dec 4, 1975 and was
prepared on October 7, 19986 by Engr Antonio A Galang which was approyed on November 7,
1996
You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at its session to be held at
MCTC, Silang, Cavite, Philippines on the 13th day of August, 1997 at 2:00 P.M , then and there
to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof, and to submit evidence
in support ol such claim and unless you appear at said Court at the time and place aloresaid
your default will be recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and determined in
accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and therealter you will lorever be barred
from contesting said application (or petition) or any decree entered thereon
Witness: the MON JOSE A, MENDOZA, Acting Judge of said Court, the 22nd day of April,
1997
|ssued at Quezon City,
ATTEST

01°E.,
39°E..
18'E..
TV E,
06'E.,

126.35 m, to point
12228 to point
39.50 to point

7.51 to point
77.86 m. to point

Philippines, this 16th day of May, 1997
REYNALDO Y MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authorify
A True Copy By
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA | CARAIG (Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL

Chief. Publication ol Notices Section Chief, Dockel Division

WE FORUM
June 9, 1997
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1991 LOCAL GOV’T CODE
SPAWNS NEW BOSSES

AFTER almost six years
after its passage, the 1991
Local Government Code ol
1991, which provides gener-
ous provisions for people's
participation in local planning,
budgeting, decision-making,
has spawned new breed of
local bosses

This was the conclusion of
the Ateneo Center for Social
Policy after it conducted late
ast vear a lecture-discussion
participated in by selected
local government executives
who agreed to be studied

Although the center admil-
ted that the participants ““do
not constitute a perfect sam-
ple of the country s local lead-
ers, their experiences offer
striking observations, some of
which seem to contradict long-
held

scholars of political science

assumplions among
and public admimstration.™

The participants meluded
Irosin Mayor Dr Eddie
Dorotan and Marikina May-
or Bayam Femando. whose

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

the
Gantimpalang Galing Pook

municipaliies  won
a recogmtion ol excellence in
local governance. several
mayors and wvice-mavors ol
Metro Manila; and Sampaloc
Mavor Agnes Devanadera
president of the League of the
Municipalities of the Philip-
pines

The center's hindings fo-
cused on the behaviors of the
local
where non-government orga-

leaders 1n three arcas

mizations (NGOs) and peo-
ple’s organizations (POs) are
allowed by the code to play
a major role local planning
local budgeting and local
decision-making

Based on the hmuted ex-
penence ol the participants
the center made a few “in-
tngung, 1f not disturbing
observations regarding the
three areas ol local governance
tha
eflective without people's par-

local planning can be

tictpation. that local budget-
mg 15 sull a closed-door al-

fair: and that local decision-
|'|l.'|k'||'|§‘r 1S a p“\'illi.' <'i|\l_i CX-
clusive lunction of the per-
son in power

[he code, however, spe-
cifically provides lor the cre-
ation of local development
councils (LDCs) and man-
dates membership to this body
representatives from NGOs
and POs in the locality to pave
the way for their participa-
tion in the local governance

Although the code requires
consultations, it also enhanced

the powers and authority of

the local executives, thus the
left 1o the
discretion of the mavor

final decision 1s
I'his
in effect. has preserved the
traditional approach where
mayors have virtual monop-
oly on major decisions
liven legislative councils
more olten than not tend o
reflect the wishes and inter-
ests ot the mavor, instead ol
the reverse i which the mavor
implements the wishes ol the

council,”” the center smd

IN RE. THE MATTER OF
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH OF
CECILIA M. PERALTA

REGINALD M. PERALTA
Petitionar
x £ g

Presumptive

the wee hours of
that everytime petitioner
had "'promo meetings’' or

home for the sake of their
to her usual practice of
home, that the petitioner
miformed that she already

help of his wite's parents,

not

negative resulls, thus,
be set on APRIL 24
alarementioned
why said
Let
FORUM
of this Court
SO ORDERED
Quezon City

all Interested
petition should not
copies of this

March 14,

WE FORUM

June 2, 9 & 16, 1997

This is a wverified amended petition filed by petitioner
Death of Absentee

The petition alleged that the petitioner and his wife Cecilia Peralta were married on June 189,
1972 betore Hon Leonardo M. Rivera Acting City Judge of Quezon City; that they lived together
in their family home continuously and in blissful happiness for some nine (9) years following their
marriage; that out of their union they begot two (2| children, namely Sherwin Peralta
old and Jayson Peraita, 21 years old: that they have not acquired any conjugal property
the problem started when Cecilia Peralta become a

ehildren and
going
searched for s
resigned
relatives.

parsans in

Order be

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 80 QUEZON CITY

DECLARATION

ABSENTEE

X
ORDER

Cecilla M. Peralta

her whereabouts,
attend to
year 1981, the spouses’
attitude
that she
she relentad, that
home for so many
wile in the
and transferred to ancther
triends but her
I8 ol reasonable

beliet that

B8:30 this Court

petition may

belora
sald

a.m
the
be granted

published once a week for

1997

‘promo girl’
the morning and sometimes would not
always loved to go in the company ol her co-employees, who are all separated from their husband
asked Cecilia of
had clients to
two to three days; that during the
failed to fulfill her obligations as wife to petitioner and mother ta their children
could no longer fatham his wife's
conjugal house for three weeks

go home for 2

she
Sometimes Cecllia would not go home for
guarrels became

that due to thelr misunderstanding, his wite left the
stayed with her friends
after one week
daye and
place where
employment,;
whereabouts just
located: that he even inquired from morgues and obituaries of newspaper but all his elforts bore
petitionar
It appeanng that the petition is sulficient in from and substance
1997 at

his

on which
appear

three
a newspaper of general clreulation chosen in a raftle conducted by the Executive

SP. PROC. NO. Q-96-28997

counsel for the Declaration of

23 yenrs
that
She oftentimes wen! home in
to 3 days, that she
always reasoned out that she
worse as Cecllia
that the petitioner

Petitioner wooed her to return
she retumed
finally, she never
she worked, but he was
that he sought the
same could not ba

agamn

until came

the

dead

let the hearing of the same
date, lime
and show

wile is already

and
cause, |f

place
any

13) consecutive weeks in WE
Judge

(Sgd | AGUSTIN S
Judge

DIZON

Photo)

WOMEN IN BUSINESS: President Ramos is welcomed by Zenaida Gonzales-Gordon
of the Philippine Council of Businesswomen before he delivered his address before
the Women Business Leaders’ Forum organized by the Department of Trade and
Industry in Malacanang. Also in photo is DTI Secretary Cesar Bautista, (Malucanang

\

Although  consultations
worked snccesstully as i the
case ol lrosin, Sorsogon --
which won the Galing Pook
award n 1994 lor being one
of the 15 ““cleunest and green-
est municipalities”” 1n the
country that vear

Dorotan orgamzed a devel-
opment-planning workshop
immedately aller s election
in 1992
NGOs, POs. cooperatives
barangay captains. busiessmen
and landowners attended the
workshop and helped formu-
late the town's vision, mission
and strategy, which formed part
ol Irosin’s ntegrated arca
development plan

Their participation in the
planning and implementation
ensured the plan’s success: As
proof ol the success, the town
has been upgraded from its

Representatives ol

previous fifth to lourth class
status

But this 1s contrasted by
Marnikina's experience
Femando. a construction mag-
nate, has successfully turmed
the mdustnal town, which was
previously known for [ilth
crime, and pollution into Metro
Manila’s cleanest and green-
est town, mainly all by him-
sell

Even in the rehabilitation
of the once polluted Marikina
river, lus [agship project, he
only asked for technical inputs
from some expents. He did not
consult with the LDC although
the town's business associa-
tion helped i the 1mplemen-
tation of the successful project

In the case of local bud-
geting, Marikina's local bud-
geting 1s basically closed Lo
the public. Budget preparation,

authorization, review and ex-
ceunton are deemed by local
leaders as ““too technical ™ for
laymen and are thus closed the
public

The same sentiment s
shared by Devanadera of
Sampaloc. Quezon. Devanadera
cited her expenence when she
tned to mvolve barangay of-
ficials and NGO-PO represen-
lalives 1n prepanng a budget
“They (the officials) simply
dream and draw wish list as
il thev face no constramnts
funds,”” she pointed out

Apparently, many local
excoutives prefer the same
approach, a simple and faster
decision-making rather than the
time-consuming and usually
costly group deliberations or
consensus-bulding approach.
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

Man and nature e o o (Frompage?9)

the mundation ol several barangays facimg the

s

Iiversion ol niver [low of Binahaan niver
has been made at barangays Cahumay-humavan
Sediment
Binahaan go only to San Joaquin river in Palo
e mouths of the cut-ofl rivers in
were depleted ol sediments, causing advanced
coastal erosion and destruction of mangroves

Magnetite beach mining has been active

and Camire, Tanouan

19705

loads ol

Ianauan

along the coast during the 1960s to the mid-
Millions of metric tons of magnetite
sand were extracted and shipped to lapan for
the manufacture of steel products. This had
caused severe coastal damage. Sand and grav-
el extruction are also very rampant along the
beaches and rivers
(MNC Environment, Science and Technol-
ogy News Service)

[l E— —_

as well as in other areas.
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11 Book No.'8
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NOTICE

Notice |8 hereby giver that the estale ol the late
AGAPITD ANCIADD who died mtestate was extrs|udicially

1897 before Notary Public

Coavite

CARMELITA C
3 Aprid 14
48; Page No

Book No &
Hector B

WE FORUM

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice |5 hereby given that the estate of the late
LAPUS who
1996 withoul a will was extrajudicially set
tled amang her as per.Doc. No

Series ol 1997 before Notary Public Alty
Centeno of Quezon City

June 2, 9 & 18,

.
died in Queren Cily on

489; Page No. 98

18897




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ehind
in depressed areas.

in

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

~ Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming

e e
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P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

THE COUNTRYWIDE DEVELOPMENT FUND

PROVIDES P12.5-MILLION FOR EACH

CONGRESSMAN, P18-M.FOR EACH SENATOR

PORK BARREL
HERE TO STAY

AKE your pick: CDF,

By ARMAND L.

CIA, or PWA, The

choice can be lucrative.
The Countrywide Development Fund (CDF)

I'he Congressional Initia-
tive Allocation (CIA) gives
each congressman and sena-
1 low ol
of P35

tor anywhere trom
P16 mullion o
billion

And the Public Works Act
(PWA) ullocates P30 million

tor each congressman and P60

a high

million for each senator

Acronyms aside, they are
all known as the pork barrel
And given the political real-
ities of the eountry, they can
be 1mpossible to get nd ol
according 1o Salvador Miranda
writing in the Politik, a quar-

terly publication of the Ateneo

Center for Social Poliev and
Public Aflairs
Why?

e savs

PPart of the
les i the standards
by which voters measure 1
effectiveness ol their
tatitve. What
constituents

rcason

represen
matters to the
tor example, 1s
what bacon the representative
has broughi such as
roads, school buildings

other

home
hous-
Ing. among things
[his s particularly acute
mn areas where poverty 1s wide-
spread and the patronage sys-
tem
volers on politicians

or the dependency of
Is slrong
As a resull, a congressman
spends a greater part ol lus

lime seeking ways Lo provide

MAGUILAS

provides P12.5
million for each senator,
vice president.

lor the

people

varous needs ol Ins
Miranda savs
Failing to do so has a
direct bearing on Ins ability
to ensure s political surviy

il he

SaVs
Appeals npon members of
Congress to give up their pork
barrel and concentrate instead
on thew legislative work 15 an
mvitation to political suicide
And because of the consi:
tutiona! imdependence ol the
execulive and the legislanve
branches  of  government
Miranda says

OV 1more

legislators en
to build oy
personal™ vote
through constituency
and by voling the

H

lecway
themselves a
Service

mlerest ol

CONGRESS:

Milking cow,

million for each congressman.

P18
and P20 million for the

thewr district or therr ecenoms-
(& ]\.'u Kers

For thns reason, he savs, the
ability to dispense patronage
ts critical for pol
nl And :iul]\

pal currency ol

il surviy
as the prne-
pohitical ex-
brittle
glue that unites the parues and
the camrot that enables
1 power

change, becomes the
the party
1o bring legislators
o line e savs

[he 1ssue ol pork barrel is
nothing
[\\I|I1|r\ ]

new in Philippine
In recen! memory, 1t
wias dispensed during the
Marcos re a difler-

pork

him-

gime with
ence. The dispenser ol
was Lhe late strongman
sell

Ihe CDI
der President Corazon Aquino

wis crealed un-

to bypass the slow
und to answer the
demands for
President
the CDI. as
as the CIA, Lhe
ol wihiach 1s bigeer Whan the
CDF In 1996, the mfrastrie-
ture tund called the PWA was
crealed

pace ol
bureaucracy
nsistent devel-
opment assistance
Fidel Ramos has

well amount

1998
need Jor

As the ¢lections

near, the political
beconies more in-
Miranda Sy s
Will the pork stay or go?
emg an nstrument of polit-
ical survival and perpetuation,
it will likelv stay, perhaps in
another form and by another
name or cleverly lndden from
the prying eyes ol pork bust-
ers  (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

patronage

LEnse

Under the updated Medium-'l'erm Philippine
~opment Plan covering the years 1996-1998, Motro Manila
will be delivered within 24 hours, and inter-regional
mail within two days, by the end of the 1998,

This calls for the establishment of 425 additional post
offices or postal stations across the regions, _

Philpost claimed that about 85 percent of its mails
are already being delivered within its time frame
Documents show, however, that it fakes on the average
2 maximum of tywo days 1o transit mail across towns and
between Metro Manila areas and airmail points in the
country. A maximum of four days for intra-region and
seven days for inter-régions.

Philippine mail reaches the United States within an
average of seven days affer posting and US mail lands
on Philippine soil at Jeast 11 days.

The same documents indicate that the modernization
of the postal systems and facilitics far mail handling and
processing has been slow. Hardly anvone has ever been
satisfied with the present postal service,

At present, Philpost has abaut 2,000 post offices geo-
graphically distributed in all 14 regions all over the
country. In addition, there are also mailing booths
autharized to address the postul néeds of the publie,

Each day, Philpost handles one million letters. It also
offers other services as money order und philatély or the
issuance and sale of stamps and other philatelic items
to callectors.

Created under Republic 7354 signed by President
Corazon Aquino on April 3, 1992, Philpost took over the
functions of the Postal Services Office that ceased fo
exist effective June 3, 1992, From a line bureau during
the Marcos regime to PSO in Aquino’s term, Philpost
has been reborn into a government-owned and -controlled
corporation,

The move was aimed at praviding fiscal autonomy to
the PSO. The autonomy in budgeting provided to the
Philpost was expected to result largely in modernization
and efficiency of the postal services that were deterio-
rating at that time.

But things did not turn oput to be as expected. The
number of post offices decreased from 2,181 in 1992 ta
2,007 in 1994 to 2,012 in 1995, according to the Phil-
ippine Infrastructure Report prepared by u working group
led by the National Economic Developmeént Authority.

The veport noted, however, that about 446 barangay
post offices were established during the period as a com-
pensation for the setback,

Thus, postal density seesawed from about nne post
office for every 28,000 inhabitants in 1992 to 38,800 in
1993 to 30,600 in 1994. At the end of 1995, postal density
stood at one post office for every 20,982,

By the end of 1998, postal density is expected to improve
10 27,000 from 28,000 in 1992, which is not worth crowing
about,

Rep. Felicito Pavamo (LP; Bataan), chair of the com-
mittee on cconomic affairs of the House of Representa-
tives, has predicted that after water and power, the next
government service that will be privatized is the postal
service.

He said privatization will move even faster — from
government divestiture, from state enterprise, and
awnership and operations, onto infrastructure financing
and development, and finally, onto public services.

Payumo noted that technological breakthroughs will
make the letter mail, ““an anachronism whose days are
numbered,"” saying that private carriers such as FEDEX
and DHL, the tax machines and electronic mail — which,
not surprisingly, were developed outside the postal system
-= have already pushed the postal service to at least half=
way to privatization,

He stressed that despite the pains, privatization is the
right path far both capitalist and socialist countries.
(Manila Newsfeatures and Conunentaries)
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