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TOP OF THE NEWS

MORE MEGACITIES IN ASIA TO

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

(NIEs) ol Hong Kong, Repub-
lic of Korea, Singapore, and
Taiwan, closely followed by
similar trends in the South-
east Asian countries of Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the
Philippines and China,

The ADB said the least
change has taken place in the
countries ol South Asia where
industrial growth has been
slower, The economic growth
has led to the creation of
relatively wealthy industrial
cities in the NIEs and Soutl-
east Asia and poorer cities in
South Asia.

Throughout the region,
urban population growth has
been high since rural-urban
migration and natural growth
in urban areas have comple-
mented each other

On average, rural-urban
migration accounted for about
40 percent of urban growth
during the 1970s and 1980s
I'he consequence of rapid
migration and natural increase
ol population has been that
cities such as Bombav and
lakarta have been growing by
several hundred thousand cach
year. populationi densities in
inner city areas are high, and
several thousand hectares of
rural land are being converted

IRRIGATION ... ¢rompsge 10

results, the CGIAR savs

“The most important require-
ments are, therefore, appropriate
and effective policies, organiza-
tions, human resources and
technologies, These requirements
apply to the broader agriculture
and water resources sectors, with
special requirements o address
problems and issues unique to
irrigated agriculture ' (MNC
Agri News Service)

LIQUOR

(From page 12)

THE number of Asian
megacities will reach 20 by
the year 2025, according to the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB)

[n its 1996 annual report,
the ADB predicted that the
continuing migration from rural
to urban areas in Asia will ex-
pand the number of megacities
from nine to 20 by the vear
2025, 10 of them in South Asia.

Over the past 30 years, the
ADB noted, the Asian urban
population has nearly tripled
from four million to 1.1 bil-
lion and there has been a cor-
responding increase in the level
of urbanization, from 22 per-
cent to 33 percent

[here has been sharp rise
i the number of megacities
At present, Asia has nine
megacities. These are Beijing,
Bombay, Calcutta, Jakarta,
Osaka, Seoul, Shanghai,
Thangjin, and Tokyo. Seon four
more -- Bangkok, Dhaka,
Karachi and Manila — will be
added

'he ADB pomted out that
the three decades have seen
the emergence of advanced
manulactunng and increasingly
service industrv-based econo-
mies in Japan, and the newly
industrnializing  economies

all types and sizes, [rom the small
farmer-managed systems in the
hills of Nepal to the giant canal
systems of India and Pakistan,”’
the report notes

In most irmgation projects
around the developing world,
more water 15 deliverzd per unit
area than is required, leading to
low irrigation efficiencies. In
many irrigation systems, the
actual irrigated areas is much less
than the arca commanded. Wa-
ter delivenies rarely correspond
in quantity and timing to crop
requirements, resulting in low
cropping intensities and low pro-
ductivity

“Ambiticus but necessary
improvements in the performance
of irrigated agriculture can be
achieved during the 1990s
through a combination of apply-
ing known technologies and
management principles within a
supportive policy environment,
research to identify and adapt new
solutions. and dissemination and
application of these research

ing causes of death for per-
sons 15-24, including uninten-
tional injuries, homicides and
suicides. It is a deadly drug in
children’s hands

We don’'t expect new
broadcast standards for alco-
hol advertising to be adopted
overmight,” he said ~“While
we're waiting. there is sonie-
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lo urban uses annually

The ADB stressed, howey-
er, that these megacities have
both positive and negative
leatures. They generate a highi-
er-than-average proportion of
the nation’s output of goods
and services; they are cenlers
ol innovations in science, the
arts, and lifestyles q

They contain many of the
cultural assets of the country
and offer some of the best
opportunities for people to lead
full and satisfying lives

Yet, they also suffer from
a shortage of water, environ-
mental pollution, traflic con-
gestion and proliferation ol
slums, crime and social alien-
ation

I'he ADB said this megacity
growth will take place in a
period of major economic and
technological change, dommat-
ed by the emerging global
economy, a revolution of 1n-
formation technologies and an
increasing emphasis on mar-
ket-based decision-making

These new external nilu-
ence, the report said. mean that
megacities are competing with
each other, and some will do
better than others

‘I they are well managed,
megacities can be productive
and provide a high quahty of
life for their residents [f not,
the megacities” productivity
and the quality of life they offer
will be adversely affected,’
the ADB said

The ADB cited the follow-
ing distinctive aspects of ur-

thing that can be done. We
call upon the liquor industry
to go back to the voluntary ban
Be good corporate citizens and
don’t add to the nisks our
cluldren already face
‘Brewers, he added,
““also should demonstrate ut-
most caution when it comes
to advertising that appeals to
children. We urge them to
iI(l()I‘II i \'O’lll]tiirl\ moratornum
on all broadcast and other
advertising that reaches large
numbers of teens and children
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)
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SN
MEGACITY: More¢ to come.

of free trade associations. the
globalization of decision-mak-
ing on investment location, and
the impact of new information-
based industries are having a

banization in Asia

First, the impacts and
mmphcations of high growth in
some ol the largest cities of
Asia are unprecedented

Second. this rapid growth
has been taking place at o time
in history when the nmpacts

Ihird, megacities are
expanding n extended metro-
politan regions, oflen cover-
ing distances of 50 kilometers
to 100 kilometers from the
central cly (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

protound eflect on manulac
tunng and imdustry
location
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NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judiclial petition for sale under Act 3126
Banking Corporation, mortgagee, against Sps

as amoended by Act 4118 filed by Allied
George and Rosa Ang, mortgagor/s. with residence
and postal address at No. 51 Kennedy St.. North Greenhills, San Juan. MM to satisfy the
mortgaged indebtedness, which as of March 16, 1897 amounts to FIVE MILLION THREE HUNDRED
FORTY THOUSAND THREE HUNDHED EIGHTY FIVE PESOS AND 41/100 (P5,340.385 41) excluding
penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure and
the Ex-Officic Sherifl of Quezon City or her duly authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC
AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency, on the 16th day of May,
1997, at 10:00 o'clock in the morning. or scon thereafter, infront of the main entrance of the_
Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Elliptical Road, Dillman, Quezon Zity, the following
described real estate property, together with all the improvements existing thereon, to wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE ©F TITLE NO. 313992) 78
Registry ol Deeds-Quezan City

sale,

A parcel of land (Lot 1
the cons. of Lot 1-A:B-A.1
situated In the Bo. of

Blk. 2 of the cons subdn plan Pes-04:000807, being a portion of
LRC Psd-288791, 21-B-2-8, and 27-A Psd-13458 LRC Rec. No. 975),
Ermitano (now Valencia) Mun of San Juan Del Monte (now Quezon City!)
M. Mia. Bounded on the NE SE, SW,, along line 1-4 by BIk 33 and on the NW., along line
4-1 by Lot 2, Blk. 2 all af the cans. subdn plan. x x x an area of ONE HUNDRED
NINETEEN (119) SQUARE METERS. more or less
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NEW research reveals that
fish in the Antarctic and Arc-
tic oceans, al opposite ends of
the earth, independently
evolved nearly identical anti-
freeze glycoproteins

This demonstrates a rare
direct link between the evolu-
tion of a protein, diversifica-
tion of an animal, and envi-
ronmental change.

Studies by biologists have
pinpointed the parent of the
Antarctic antifreeze gene: a
digestive enzyme called trypsi-
nogen. The researchers also
suggest that the gene arose five
to 14 million years ago, pro-
viding a new line of evidence
to confirm when the Southern
Ocean froze

Two papers in the journal
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences describe
the rare direct link between
the evolution of a protein, the
diversification of an animal,
and the environment. The
authors, supported by Nation-
al Science Foundation (NSF)
grants, are Lianghiao Chen,
Arthur DeVnes, and Chi-Hing
C. Cheng, all from the Uni-
versity of [lllinows

Millions of vears ago, [ish
in both northern and southern
polar waters adapted 1o a
cooling climate by evolving
antifreeze proteins that kept
them from freezing n frigid
oceans and let them exploit
new ecological niches. ['he new
research traces lor the [irst ime
the genetic process by which
a novel protein evolved 1o
enable this adaptation

The researchers show that
the gene for antifreeze glyco-
protein (AFGP) found in the
Antarctic family of notothemond
fishes evolved in a umque way
ansing “*whole cloth’” from
Lrypsinogen, an enzyme pro-
duced by the pancreas. New
genes are usually created
through recycling of existing
protemn genes,

“*This is the first clear
example of how an old pro-
tein gene spawned a gene for
an entrely new protein with
a new function,” smid Cheng
It 1s also one of very lew newly-
minted genes whose evolution
can be so clearly traced

e similar AFGPs in two
unrelated fishes exemplily
convergent evolution -- the
development of a similar pro-
tein from different parents
under simular environmental
pressure

I'he notothenioid
now dominates Antarctica’s
continental shell. comprising
more than hall of the species
and 93% ol 1he bionoss. o1
weight. ol fish there The nhish
arose n the deep occan. but
underwent a burst of evolu-
tionary radintion inte dhitter-
enl ecological niches s the
Southern Ocean vooled

In an evolutionary pattern

tamily

OOR PINOYS

By NICK REBONG

'THE trend in declining
poverty level of the Philip-
pines, which emerged in the
1994 family income and ex-
penditures survey (FIES), 1s
not likely to confinue in the
foreseeable future

This 1s because of a lower
quality of employment, ac-
cording to former Socioeco-
nomic Planning Secretary
Solita Monsod

[n makmg this assessment,
she cited that during the first
Iwo quarters ol last year, the
o lotal
emplovment was decreasing

share of industnal
as was [}IL‘ Shilfl.' ol manufac-
tunng emploviment. Underem-
plll\'“ll_‘lﬂ was on |hL? rise

" Although the 1996 fig-
ures for January and Apnl
reveal a marked increase In
emplovment, the same figures
show that a significant part
ol this increase was due lo
unpaid family labor and own-
account labor,”” Monsod, now
a prolessor at the University

of the Philippines School of

Economics, said 1n & recent
paper titled Boom-Boom or
Boom-Bust?

Thee 1994 FIES showed
that between 1991 and 1994,
the percentage of fumilies in
absolute poverty -- families
with incomes below the pov-
erty hine of PR, 969 -- declined
from 397 355
pereent

percent to

he percentage of individ-

akin to Darwin's finches, they
are the onlv example of an
oczamic fish to show this
adaptive radiation. The anti-
freeze protemn was evidently a
kev mechamism that let them
colonmze different depths of
wWaler

Demonstrations of this
sort-at the molecular level are
rare and noteworths WTIle
lohn Logsdon and W. Ford
Doolittle o commentany on
the paper. (MNC Environ-
ment, Science and Technol-
ogy News Service)

TREND IN DECLINING RP

POVERTY LEVEL NOT LIKELY

T0 CONTINUE -- MONSOD

uals in the same category also
declined from 45.3 percent to
41.3 percent

Relative poverty, which
rellecis the way mcome is
distnibuted, also decreased, as
gleaned Irom the Gim coel-
fictent, which measures the
inequahity of income distnbu-
tuon. Between 1991 and 1994
the Gini coefticient decreased
from 0482 to 0466, A Gini
of 0 shows perfect equal in-
come and | shows inequal-
ity

Monsod noted that this 1s
no mean feat because income
inequality in the Philippines
has been notoriously difficult
to bulge, saying that during
the years with the most im-
pressive decreases in absolute
poverty -- 1961 to 1965 and
1985 to 1988 -- the Gim
coeflicient hardly moved

She said the Philippines
posted an impressive employ-
ment performance in the [irst
two quarters of 1996 with the
creation of 1.3 million and 1.6
million new jobs in January
and Apnl, respectively

Ihis 15 certamnly more
than enough to accommodate
new entrants 1o the labor loree,
and help reduce unemploy-
ment, " she added 1n the paper
published in The Fookien
Times 1997 Philippines Year-
hook
Monsod pointed out, how-
ever. that the 355 percent
poverty incidence meadsured in
1994 - altheugh satisfacton
- [atled 1w meet the country's
Medium-Term Plulippine De-
velopment Plan target of 30
percent
It 15 10 faet tantamoeunt
to achieving 43 percent ol the

target 1n 30 percent of the
time,”’ she said

Monsod also explained that
there does seem to be much
cause for satisfaction 1if the
employment figures of the
Philippines are compared with
those ol other member-coun-
tries ol the Association ol
Southeast Aswan  Nations
(ASEAN)

From 1986 1o 1992, the
average unemployment rate for
the Philippines was 8.1 per-
cent compared to the ASEAN's
3.8 percent average

During the 1991-1995 pe-
riod, unemployment increased
in the Philippines even as the
four ASEAN countries -- In-
donesia, Malaysia, Singapore
and Thailand -- reduced their
collective average unem-
ployment rate by more than
one percentage point

Monsod also stressed that
a distinel capital bias for
production processes has ex-
acerbated the employment

MONSOD

problems
I'here 15 also the low and

even decreasing productivity ol

labor 1n the Philippines, she
said, adding that the declin-
ing productivity may be attrib-
uted to the countrv's low lev-
el of human capital develop-
ment

Monsod also said that
human capital development 1n
the Philippines 1s significant-
ty lower than that of its ASEAN
neighbors. Since high-perform-
ing ASEAN economies invari-
ably put a premium on basic
education and health, 1t may
do well for the government to
reconsider 1its priorities, she
said. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

“*STOP targeting our kids.""

This 1s the battlecry adopt-
ed by health advocates in the
United States as they appealed
to alcohol advertisers to stop
return to a voluntary ban on
broadcast advertising Ameri-
can children and teenagers are
bombarded by more than $700
million in beer, wine, and
liquor ads on radio and tele-
vision, many of which appear
on sports programs

The Center for Science in
the Public Interest (CSPI),
citing alcohol as '"a deadly
drug in children’s hands,”” also
urged brewers to adopt a
voluntary moratorium on ads
that “‘appeal to children.”’

CSPI is a nonprofit health-
advocacy organization that fo-
cuses on alcoholic-beverage
problems, nutrition, and food
safety. It is based in Wash-
ington, D.C., and 1s support-
ed largely by 1ts 900,000 mem-
bers and foundation grants

CSPI has led efforts to win
passage of the law requiring
warning labels on alcoholic
beverages and has publicized
the nutritional content of many
popular restaurant [oods

Liquor companies will

make enemies ol every parent
in America if they continue ad-
vertising or expand their ad-
verusing on lelevision and
radio,” said CSPl executive
director Michael F. Jacobson.
““There already 1s far too much
beer advertising on television.
We hardly need whiskey ads
during baseball games further
temptling youths to drink.””

**Alcohol,”” said George
Hacker, director of CSPI's
Alcohol Policies Project, “‘is
the drug of choice for young
people in this country, and a
major factor in the three lead-

(Page 11, please)
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BICOL GAMES: President Ramos is welcomed by Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Villafuerte
upon arrival at the Pili airport for the opening of the 1997 Palarong Pambansa in Nage
City. (Malacahang Photo)




