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PLUNDER

RAMOS DEFENDS
AMARI PURCHASE,

OTHER GOV'T SALE

WILD PLANTS

AND SURVIVAL
by MAO CHANCO -

4,946 HOUSES DEMOLISHED
IN MANILA FOR PAST 6 YEARS

1 2 President Ramos confers the Order of Sikatuna, Rank of Datu Award on Jose Cardinal
Page

Sanchez for bringing honor to the Filipino people with his appointment to the Vatican’s
Roman Curia, the highest position ever bestowed upon a member of the Filipino clergy.
(Malacariang Photo)
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RAMOS DEFENDS PLUNDER,'

SALE OF STATE PROPERTY

By ERIC S. GIRON

HERE can only be one pressing cause for the Ramos government plunder

and sale of vast real estate property and institutions that have been part

of the nation’s patrimony conserved by past administrations: the national
treasury is bankrupt and so funds have to be raised through ‘“‘vende Cristo.”

Sen. Edgardo Angara, how-
ever, accuses Ramos of plun-
der in connection with the
undersale of the Three Islands
reclaimed “area from Manila
Bay at P1,200 a square meler
to Amari development firm
afler the Public Estates Au-
thonty had closed a deal with
Hyosan of Korea who had
offered P1,600 per square
meler

PEA  Direcltor Arturo
Trinidad, who questioned the
Malacanan award of the con-
tract 1o Aman when [lyvosan
offered a better bid, incurred
President Ramos’ ire. Trimdad
filed an affidavit with the Om-
budsman questioning the land
sale to Amari. Before any
investigation had been slart-
ed, Ombudsman Aniano
Desierto, who owes his ap-
pointment to the President,
cleared lum of any involvement
in the transaction.

Ramos capitalized on this
by brandishing the front page
of a newspaper bannering s
clearance during a Laguna de
Bay regatta. Ramos rejected
Sen. Emesto Maceda’s call for
him to cancel the **grandmoth-
er of all scams™ in which it
was charged P400 million had
been paid oul in kickbacks to
various party in the transac-
tions.

Ramos defended his
privatization of several pieces
of slate property as a ‘‘cre-
ative arrangement under the
law,”” He passes the buck to
his immediate predecessor,
President Corazon Aquino,
whom he points to as having
instigated this privatization
policy which he is continuing
as ““sound and beneficial to
the people'” and reduces gov-
ermment “‘maintenance and
operation costs,”’

Angara said a special in-
vestigator and prosecutor will
be named to try all Ramos ad-
ministration transactions when
he steps down from office on
June 30, 1998 -- il the oppo-
sition wins Angara listed as
questionable Ramos sales
Wellareville Compound
(Mandaluyong), Food Termi-
nal property (Taguig), Veter-

ans’ Memonal Hospital
(Quezon City), Tala Leprosa-
rium (Caloocan)

Angara revealed conspira-
cy in secret national-city gov-
emments’ negotiations on the
sale of the Old Bilibid Com-
pound in Manila. He ques-
tioned the controversial pur-
chase ol Air Force lighter jets
But these are only tips of the
iceberg. Ramos said he will
push through the sale of un-
used lands or portions of
military camps, railway sta-
tions, state colleges and uni-
versities, and the national
penitentiary

These institutions were
established for a purpose. By
selling them, Ramos deprives
the beneficianies ol the bene-
fits intended. By the way, has
any accounting been made of
where the proceeds have gone
or how much they totalled?

TRINIDAD VILIFIED

Public Listates Authority
Director Arturo Trinidad found
out hell hath no fury than
President Ramos-scorned when
he hinted partiality in the
President’s grant of the re-
claimed land to a particular
party. Ramos raked up what-
ever charges could be pitted
against Trimdad

The newspapers quoted
Trimdad as saying he heard
President Ramos tell PEA
Chairman Waimwright Rivera
as they were leaving a Mala-
canan conference on the de-
velopment ol the reclaimed
area on Dec. 27, 1994 (Mala-
cafian says i1t was Dec. 28):
“Yung Three islands, ibigay
mo sa Amari "'

Trimidad said in a three-
page affidavit he lodged with
the Ombudsman he had no
political motivation in his
statement nor any political
ambition. However, Mr Ra-
mos branded Trinidad an
“unstable individual™ and a
“polluted source.'” A Ma-
lacafian source said Trimdad
made his expose because ““he
is playing it safe now that he
foresees LErap as likely win-
ner this May ™"

Malacafian lawver Renato
Corona sought to disprove that

President Ramos had any hand
m the PEA-Aman deal until
he approved it on June 8, 1995
to dispel Trinidad's claim
Ramos said his aides had

checked Malacafian records of

persons who called on him on
Dec. 28, 1994 but Trimdad’s
name was nol listed
(Trinidad’s date was Dec. 27.)

President Ramos told his
weekly press conference at
Malacanan that

I'he Philippine National
Bank had lodged a grail case
against Tnimdad as former vice
president in 1996 with the Om-
budsman for *“dehberate fail-
ure’” Lo turn over a one-ghare
certificate of Manila Polo Club
membership which was ac-
quired by the defunci PNI
subsidiary National Investment
Development Company,

Benigna Roxas, 81, charged
I'rinidad with Estala before the
National Prosecution Service
for not delivering a lully-paid
condominium unit,

Trimdad was booted out of

office during the Aqumo re-
gime for mvolvement in the
coconut oil mills scam as an
official of the NDIC during
PNB  Chairman Roberto
Benedicto’™s incumbency but
“‘was able to worm his way
into the bureaucracy (accord-
ing to a “"Palace source’’)

GRANT QUESTIONED

Irinidad claimed 1t was
lughly irregular that President
Ramos ordered then PEA
Chairman Wainwright Rivera
to grant the Three Islands
property to Amari which had
yet to make a formal oller to
develop the reclaimed land. He
cited a discrepancy in grant-
ing the contract to Amari which
submitted a bid for only P1,200
per square meter when IHyosan
was offering P1,600.

Ramos now claims he -
structed Rivera to look into
the H_\'()s:lll ])IU}‘-O\';II.

Ramos denied the claim that
he arm-twisted the PEA nto

awarding the development of

the 244-hectare Alabang Stock
Farm to Filinvest Development
Corp. Ramos said the real
estate had been awarded to
Filinvest when he assumed

b

oflice on June 30, 1992 but
Avala Land contested the award
in court

Filinvest won the case. Ra-
mos said he had the presiden-
tal counsel negotiate a settle-
ment by the contending par-
ties and now there 1s a “'de-
cent altractive community ™ in
Alabang, where the squatters
have homes and Muntinlupa
has additional space for ex-
pressways linked to streets
toward Southern lLuzon
SCRAP DEALS, RAMOS

TOLD

The Ramos administration
and the Lakas Party should
have the “*delicadeza’” to scrap
the ““muidmght deals™ on the
sale of public propertv al
bargain prices, Angara said
He dared President RAmos 1o
pull the plug on these pnvati-
zation deals which bolster
speculations  that  money
changed hands under the ta-
ble in the Lukas fund-raising
He said the charges can be
used to build a case ol plun-
der ugainst the President

But all projecied charges
aganst Ramos will have o wait
until he steps down fram of-
fice on June 30, 1998 The
1973 Constitution specilies the
President shall be immune from

PRES. RAMOS: Fund-raising deal?

suil during his tenure. Although
this provision is not in the 1987
Constitution now in florce,
immunity has become a tradi-
tion observed so as not to
distract the President from the
performance of important func-
Lions

The President can be re-
moved [rom office during his
six-year term by impeachment
il convicted of plunder, a form
of gralt and corruption. Alter-
wards, he can be tried in an
ordinary court Bul under the
present circumstances; who will
mstigate impeachment proceed-
mngs’?

Going back 1o the disposal
of stale assets, Ramos says the
Aquino administration ap-
proved the segregation of 100
hectares of land of the nation-
al penitentiary in Muntinlupa
for housing projects of Justice
Department employes

He claims he 15 doing some-
thing "“more visionary ' n
transferring the penitentiary
outside ol Manila where 1l no
longer belongs

He cited Clark and Subic
idle land converted mto indus-
trial and economic sites. Bul
this was contemplated even
before the American nulitary
had vacated the bases It 1s
onlv proper to pul them to good

use
ENRILE SETS PROBE

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, who
chaired the Senate committee
investigating the P1.8-billion
PEA-Amari scam, is deter-
mined to reopen the inquiry
so that all those involved 1n
violations causing a loss to the
country will be charged crim-
inally “‘even if this would
include the Chiel Executive ™’

Could this signal a break
between President RAmos and
independent presidential can-
didate Enrile? In his previous
inquiry, Ennle submitted his
recommendations for prosecu-
tion. But what matters is the
prosecution of those guilty ol
violations and their eventual
conviction and punishment

Ramos denies fraud mn the
PEA-Amari venture or that he
and the Lakas Party benelited
from it. How can that be proven
when the Ombudsman, even
before any nvestigation has
been started, clears the Pres-
ident outright?

I'he 1rony of it is that any
opposition charges contemplat-
ed will have to wait until the
second semester of 1998 when
the President will have stepped
down from his office. That is,
il today’s political opposition
will still have the will and
determination to prosecute
whatever the outcome of the
May 11 elections.

L ] L ] L ]

PALAWAN FORESTS
BLAZE

With El Nifio drought dry-
ing up vasi liectarages, at leasl
50 fires eating away forests in
Palawan 1sland may be called
a scourge of God

But the fire spotted by Air
Force plane March 20 was set
ofl’ by slash-and-bum kaingin
clearings of farmers or settlers
who are now helpless in con-
trolling the conflagration

Ihe unabated fires are
destroying the island’s pride
of lush trees and forest growth
that are the habitat of rare
animals and plants of the
Philippines. The villagers and
army reservisis who baitled to
contain the fires found the
charred remains two infants,
one aged six months, the oth-
er on¢ and a hall years old,
who had been trapped by
flames after their parents left

(Next page, please)
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them untended

Al least 15,000 hectares of
forest have already been dam-
aged. Dozens ol houses have
been razed, [orcing tribes to
flee. Cloud-seeding efforts by
the Air I'orce failed to induce
a downpour,

Palawan Gov. Salvador
Socrales reported 54 houses
burned in five barangays in
[Qizal town. Two fire task forces
have been formed to assist the
National Disaster Coordinat-
g Council to fight the lires

Another forest fire broke oul
on Mount Banahaw in Lagu-
na, police reporied

I'he Palawan forest fires
were first sighted by an air-
craft of the 570th Composite
Tactical Wing of the Philip-
pine Air Force in the vicinity
of Roxas town on March 20,
The report was immediately
relayed to Palawan officials,
the Puerto Princesa Fire De-
partment and the Philippine
National Police for appropri-
ate action.

PNP Supenntendent Elnora
Bernardino, the Palawan di-
rector, urged that firefighting
equipment be rushed 1o
Palawan because it was not
available in the province and
the people had no capability
to suppress fire of such mag-
nitude. Air Force pilots agreed
the fire areas have become too
large even for helicopter-borne
fire buckets which carry only
200 liters

The strong updrall of smoke
compels aircraft to [ly at least

10,000 feet and whatever water
they release would be reduced
to droplets ineffective m dous-
ing the lire.

Army and police units of

the aFP Wescom under Major
Gen. Reynaldo Reyes have
organized government and non-
govemmental organizations and
individuals in affected Rizal
and Quezon towns to contain
the forest fire before 1t endan-
gers family homes. The local
volunteer firefighters are also
exerting effort to educale
upland (ribesmen to stop
kaingin farming

The foreign affairs depart-
ment has been asked to tap
the Canadian government for
assistance by its Canada Air
CLA450 firefighting aircraft
which are amphibian and can
take 1n water by skimming the
surface of the sea or a lake
and airdrop the water on the
blazing area

In Maragusan Davao del
Norte, 200 hectares of forest
cover have been swepl by forest
fire that started March 13 in
the Pacific Cordillera Moun-
tain Range. Tramed firefighters
from Tagum City have proceed-
ed to the fire area to assist
Maragusan [irefighters while
reconnoitering aircrafl are
assessing the extent of the
damage

L] L L
MARCOS LOOT
CONTESTED

““The unmitigated plunder
of the country’s wealth is a
crime against the people, not

SEN. ANGARA: Accuser,

againsl any particular govern-
ment or administration, ™’
former Solicitor General ['rank
Chavez asserted m asking the
Supreme Court to restrain the
Presidential Commission on
Good Government from enforc-
ing a division ol the late
Ferdinand . Marcos' ““ill-
gotlen wealth™ between the
Ramos government and the
Marcos heirs

Chavez complained that the
PCGG was negotialing a 75-
25 percent sharing ol the late
Marcos™ $540 million Swiss
bank accounts and other bank
deposits when this 1s “ill-
gotten wealth™" that should be
returned to the Filipino -peo-
ple

Justice Hilario Davide’s
restraining order barring the
PCGG  move recognized
Chavez's argument that “*The
prosecution of these 11l-gotien

DIMASALANG P FLORES,
Plaintiff,
Versus
GENEROSA C. BENITEZ,
Defenda
X - - - - -

the defendant

claims and participation of
improvemants thereon,

nt

Republic of the Phillppines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

CALOOQCAN CITY
BRANCH 131

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

WHEREAS, by virtue of the Writ of Execution dated January 16, 1998, issued by Hon. ANTONID
J. FINEZA, Judge of this Court, in the above-entitled case, lor the recovery by the plaintiff against
the sum of P1,459,353.04,
plaintiff, plus sherifl's fees and all other legal expenses that may be incurred in the enfarcement
of the said writ, at the instance of the Counsel for the Plaintiif on January 23,
EXECUTION was made before the Registry of Deeds for Caloocan City, upon the rights, interest
defendont might have on a parcel of
more particularly described as follows:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF

rapresenting the

fix money

TITLE NO. 260531

CIVIL CASE NO, C-17284

award in favor of the

1998 LEVY ON

land together with all the

Registry of Deeds for City of Caloocan

Tala Estate; L.R.C

Lot B; on the S.,
point marked
thence East 20.00 m

FORTY (240}
NOW

16, par. (¢), Rule 39 of

Avenue Ext. corner

Caloocan City, March 24,
WE FORUM

March 30 & Apnl 6, 1998

BOOK NO. T-1299

PAGE NO. 131

(GLRO) Rec
Bounded on the N., along line 1-2, by Lot 189, Block 14, on the E
along line 3-4, by Lot 21,
“1'" on plan, being N. 23 deg. 62'E.,, 152.02 m
to point 2; thence South
to point 4; thence North 12.00 m. to the paint of beginning. containing an area of TWO HUNDRED
SQUARE METERS,
THEREFORE, by virtue of the sald Writ of Execution and in accordance with Section
the Rules of undersignoed hereby gives notice to
all parties concerned and to the public In general that on April 21st, 1998 at
the morning or soon thereaftor, infront of the main entrance ol Genata Building, located at Rival
12th Avenue
auction to the highest bidder
property to satisfy fully/partially the judgment obligations mentioned in the said writ
fees and other legal expenses for this execution and sale
NOTE: Prospective buyers/bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate foi themuaelves the title
of the said property and encumbrances thereon if any there be
1998

and for

""A parcel of land (Lot 20, Block 14 of the subd. plan Psd-77340 being a portioen of Lot 829,
of Bagumbong, Caloocan City

No. 6563) situated

Block 14, all of

12.00 m,

i

more of less, x x x

Civil Procedure, the

Grace Park,
Philippine

(Florencia St.),
CASH In

in the Dist

the subd
from Mon. No.
to point 3;

Caloocan
Currency, the

along line 2-3, by Road
plan. Beginning at a
106, Tala Estate
thence West 20.00 m

10:00 a'clock in

City, will sell at public
above-described
plus sheril] e

real

(Sgd.) DANILD P. NORBERTE
Sharilt 1V

wealth cases goes beyond the
term of any government.” Any
negotiation on the assets should
be transparent Lo avord irregu-
larities, Chavez said

The restraint will not be
lifted until the Commission
makes public disclosure of the
agreement, Davide
riled

Ihe Swass Federu] Supreme
Court in [ecember and lan-
uary called for the trunsfer of
$540 million in Ferdinand
Murcos™ Swiss banks™ depos-
is 1o a Phalippine escrow
account to be released to vic-
tims of human rights violations
under the Marcos regime 1{ the
governmen{ wins a conviction
of Imelda Marcos

The Hawaii district court
decided on a $2 billion award
in damages to 10,000 Filipino
claimants in a class action suit.

So how can PCGG Chair-
man Magtanggol Gunigundo
negotiate with Imelda Marcos
a 75-25 wealth-shaning barred
by the Supreme Court on the
ground that the ill-gotten
wealth belongs o the people?

Mrs. Marcos said she
welcomed the decision, say-
ing members of the Commis-
ston are corrupl and she would
no longer deal with them. She
denied her late husband stole
from the national treasury
during his 20-vear rule that
ended 1in dictatorship Books
have been published contra-
dicting this
5800 MILLION [MIORE?

Imelda claims she does not
know the extent of her wealth
but for the time being she can
admit ““there 15 only 3800
million Kept in nternational
banks."" Either this 1s true or
she’s hallucinating. Does any-
body believe Imelda’s malarkey
that 1 she becomes president

Justice

she will give the $800 nullion
to poor Filipinos as willed by
her late husband?

Ihe government denies
Imelda access 1o Ferdinand
Marcos™ bank deposits which
have been declared *‘ill-got-
ten.

I'he Marcoses were driven
by  People Power Irom
Malacafian to exile in Hono-
lult i 1987 where Ferdinand
Marcos died ol illness 1n 1989
Corazon Aquino, who was
installed as President, opposed
the return of the Marcoses 1o
the Philippies But Marcos
adherents worked for the re-
turn ol the Marcos cadaver and
burial in Batac, [locos Sur

Imelda and family were
allowed to return. Mrs. Marcos
was accommodated 1o run for
the House in 1995 as Samar
representative and won

Imelda’s conviction on graft
charges and her six to 12 vears
prison sentence is on appeal
with the Supreme Court. While
she 1s out on bail, should the
Philippine legal system allow
a grall convict to seek the pres-
idency” Even if she registers
only No, 9 n the poll survey
if she hypothetically makes it
to the top post m the land,
would she qualify as a grafl
convicl?

e Supreme Court of
Switzerland set as condition
lor the turnover of the $540
million Marcos bank deposits
the conviction of Imelda
Marcos. She has been convicted
but the Supreme Court has yet
to rule on her appeal

How the Philippine govern-
ment proposes lo compensate
the 10,000 human nights abuse
claimants has yet to be deter-
mined. Already, the Ramos
government is exploring how
il can get a chunk of the Marcos
wealth

Imelda can put on a Grand
Dame act of magnanimously

No. 74
Ocampo.

Book Na

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is heroby given that the estate of the late FELIMON LE
GASPlI SARMIENTO who died on Decembaor 7
Motro Manila has beon extrajudicially settled among his heirs in a
document entitled Extrajudicial Settlemant under Doc. No 385; Page
310, Sertios of 1997 of Notary Public Ampare G

1989 at Kalookan City,

WE FORUM

Mar. 30, Apr 6 & 13, 1998

and Quitclaim, dated March 1998
Benjamin D, Sales of Quozos
15; Book Ne. 11, Sones of

NOTICE

Notice s heroby givan that the estate ol the late CONRADO B
MENDEZ had been extrajudicually settled by hiz hewrs, as evidenced by
Extrajudical Settlorment of an Estate of the Deceased Conrado Meondez
notanzed before Notary Public Atty
City, beanng Doc. No. 376
1998

Page No

WE FORUM
March 23, 30 & Aprl 6, 1988

NOTICE OF

MNolica i

ot Ouezon City on February 26
spole hakt od
No. 78

1087
City

Page No. 17

SELF ADJUDICATION

horeby given that the estate of the late SILVANO HER
NANDO and LUMEN HERNANDO wha diod intestate and without a will
1994 and Juna 24, 1984
locatad at Manila and Quezon City, had beon sell adjudicatod by their
vidancod by a Deod of Sell Adjudication bearing Doc,
Hook No, 4, Senes of 1997, on November 25,
pxoculud belore Notary Public Felix

rospactively

Nepomuceno of Quezon

WE FORUM
March 30, April 6 & 13, 1988

disposing of her husband s 1ll-
gotlen pelfl bul the court will
stll have the final say on 1ts
disposal

L L] L

43,000 WORKERS

JOBLESS

[he Labor Department list-
ed 32,045 workers laid ofl on
record while 11,000 more were
expected to lose their jobs in
the next three months as var-
ous industries are retrencli-
ing becanse of the virulent
financial and cconomic crisis
festering since January this
year

More than 50 percent of
those terminated are from the
National Capital Region cov-
ering Metro Manila who num-
ber 17,702, Acting Labor Sec
Jose Espanol said 5,280 work-
ers will be terminated perma-
nently, 578 will have reduced
working time and 5413 will
be temporarily oul of work

LayolfTs will be temporari-
Iy halted during the clection
period as the Ommbus Flec-
tion Code bans the turnover
of employes

Because of rising umemploy-
menl, the Labor Department
has included in its contingen-
cy plans the immediate rehir-
ing of displaced workers or
their inclusion in the govern-
ment retraining program

Based on notices filed with
the Labor Department from
Jan. 1 to March 15, 1,010
establishments have shut down
Other ollices have resorted to
reducing working hours for
employes to accommodate other
employes scheduled for layolT

The retrenchment is com-
pelled by mgh production cost,
lack of capital and raw mate-
rials in the face of peso de-
preciation and a reduced
market. Two hundred estab-
lishments have [iled notices of
retrenchment in three months’
time which means more work-
ers will lose their jobs

The highest 57 percent labor
cutback is in the manufactur-
ing sector. The construction
industry’s 11.9 percent layoffs
follow and third are the trad-
ing concemns with 8 8 percent
employes laid off.

Vice President Joseph
Estrada blasted President
Ramos’ peddling of the **grand
illusion of a strong economy"’
anew as an excuse for failing
to check the worsening unem-
ploymenl in the country
Estrada deplored the loss ol
jobs by the 43,000 workers

NOTICE

Notica is hareby given that
tho estate of tho late EMMANUEL
MACARAIG FLORES wha died
on Feb. 16, 1990 at Pasay City
had beon extrajudicially settled
by his heirs, as evidenced by
Extrajudicial Settloment of Estate
Among Hoirs With Specal Pow
or to Sall bearing Doc. Ne, 320
Page No. 64; Book No. 20, Seres
of 1998,

WE FORUM
March 30, Apnl 6 & 13, 1998




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions. |
wm” r _ -

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and turn them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR’s help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

D
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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By MARIO P. CHANCO

ALKING through tall cogon or hiking cross-country over the dense
vegetation common to such areas, it's not hard to realize why even the
trained eye can miss sighting the wild ampalaya. -

But look again, at the cluster of delicate
green leaves whose thin tendrils wind smu-
ously around the blackened bamboo clump,
burned by grass fires of the dry season, or
seared by El Niio

[t is -- could it possibly be -- of course il
is! The wild ampalaya, no less, complete with
its round, greemish-yellow fruit, when nearng
maturity - or an unblushing shade ol hard-
green when unripe. Ideal for Lenten Friday’s
boiled mongo with amapalaya leaves, for fish
paksiw, or maybe a Tagalized version of
pinakbet, into which the casual cooker dumps
all sorts of eatables into her lefl-over casse-
role, knowing that il enough wild ampalaya
fruit or leaves are mixed with the tasty dish,
its flavor and ancestry will surface

VANISHING AMPALAYA

But such surprises, today, will not do the
casual cooker much good. The wild ampalaya
is slowly disappearing. It is dying before the
kainginero’s sharp bolo blade, by the fires
heedlessly kindled over the once lush land, by
the invasion of urban sprawl over countryside’s
green earth.

Other choice Philippine wild foods could
be nearing the same crisis point, The saluyot
persists, thanks to nature and a few who
assiduously cultivate it. So does the kulitis,
used in place of the toney spinach, made famous
by Popeye the Sailorman. Then there's the
alugbati, which according to Fe Gagelonia 1s
not a headline winner bul is prized in Western
Visayas,

And kangkong has shown a viral strength
and adaptability, Cooked with oyster sauce, or
fried as sometimes done in classy Makau
restaurants, it is no longer the poor man's food
But we were talking of the rare ampalayang
gubat. '

Happily for the country, a retrieve-and-save
program, this time infused with wider visions
and scope, may soon begin. It hopes to use
traditional and modem technologies to some-
how preserve the shrinking lifeline of wild

and ordinary food plants that keep the nation
alive

The scheme, conceived by a joint Bureau
of Plant Industry and NGO participants, could
become a long haul project when finally
launched, hopefully by the time the rainy season
starts. it is designed to tighten the gap be-
tween scientific researchers and their harried
clientele. They include millions of small farm-
ers along with food gardeners, teachers, hob-
byists, amateur as well as commercial

Plans, persons and materiel are being as-
sembled nationwide. Ampalayang gubat could
become their st focus

But there are others on the hist, including
the basic and somelimes myslerious vegela-
bles we eat today, the kinds cast off by jet-
sel diets and by nutritionists who, said ven-
erable Dr. Pepe Deanon of UP Los Bafios in
a long-ago interview, couldn’t recognize a kadios
plant from a patani pod

Deanon himself has written aboul vegelta-
ble growing in southeast Asia. [e and Basilio
[istanislao, former Land Bank president, share
this passion. They share the concern of many
scientists who are stll the hub of much wild
foods studies. All of them realize what could
happen if, through some mishap, the food chain
of the Philippines were to be set upon from
many sides

FOOD SECURITY VITAL

Why this renewed excitement over tradi- .

tional crops, which have mostly disappeared?
Food security is one. Our most common [ood
staples are being attacked by new pests, Some
fall easy prey to the weather, whose globual
outlook now is as stable as bank credit pol-
icies. Other foods are just too much trouble
to grow. We have no strategic vegetable food
reserves, say our research people. We must
build on what we've got. And we have to do
this while the plants are still here.

There's a lot of both wald and *“tame™
plant loods around, 100

[.udovina de Padua and Gregorio C. Lugod,

WILD TOMATOES (Midget): From Eastern Rizal

CHOICE PHILIPPINE WILD

FOODS ARE SLOWLY

VANISHING.

top scientists carry in their book nearly 100
thick coated pages of wild food plant sin the
Philippines. it's listed as Volume One; one
wonders, did the [unding run out belore the
next volumes appeared? Did they get help in
preparing a layman’s edition for little people?
1 doubt it. They way local science bureaucra-
cies operate isn’t different from the national
The lire engines arrive afler the buildings have
burned down

Information Bulletin #10 of the Maxwell
Air Force Base in Alabama, U.S. A has a 56-
page listing of what it calls Common Vege-
table Plants of the Tropics. It was designed to
guide airmen shot down over unfamiliar ter-
ritory about the food plants they could gather
once their conventional rations were consumed

Since this booklet appeared in the early
seventies, many more litles have been issued
in other countries. But plants applicable to the
tropics are of special interest to us

There are two reasons. The first is that
plant breeders need them (o propagate new
stock for millions who have-forgotten, and can’t
get, new seeds. The second reason is that these
plants, while not as high-yielding as some
hybrids, retain qualities of sturdy resistance to
weather conditions, o pests and diseases; quali-
ties sadly lacking 1n most of today’s highly
hybridized food plants

“*Apart [rom being casier 1o prow,”” says
an old BPI field man, ““they are the building
blocks of long-term plant breeding programs
We need them badly, and we need them now. ™

So why start with the ampalayang gubat?

“The wild ampalaya can’t last much long-
er ogainst civilization,”” says farm research leader
Anthony Inocencio. “*It also happens to be one
of our more superior native vegetables. It's
rich in so many health-preserving nutrients you
wonder how God could have packed so many
outstanding qualities in such a simple plant.”™

HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL

Just as we have an uncountable variety of
food plant reserves Lo draw upon, so are there
nuggets of plant knowhow and wisdom lying
around in the most unlikely places. One such
discovery has been found to be the critical
role that water plays in wild (or domesticated)

plant survival, Field scientsts have found out
that even the wild ampalaya survives, grows
and bears [ruit out of season if reached by
eater, Many think it is strictly & one-shol rainy
season for food plant. It 1sn't

An ampalayang gubat plant was discov-
ered in Quezon City some weeks ago growing
near a Irequently-watered shrub. It had two
overripe wild ampalayas and three small green
fruit growing on the vine. Similar reports have
been received from field people elsewhere. Their
accumulated wisdom, both (raditional and
modern, will, it is hoped, help make the n-
vestigators’ research into wild and ordinary
food plants more relevant than ever. Especial-
ly if big brothers help

If, say, the country’s 100 biggest corpora-
tions were 1o get interested in this facts-gath-
ering scheme, wild foods research and results
would pole-vault the food security of the
Philippines. Market, home and store shelves
would blossom with all kinds of foods, with
jars or round ampalaya pickles, apang apong,
a rhubarb-like plant delicious when cooked with
ordinary sardines; saluyor [ritlers, macopa or
yambo preserves, coconut-based champagne
wines and candies, and many more

I'here are plants with definite export value
The delicate core of young banana stalks, for
instance, has astounded some foreigners, among
them a former top executive of the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute. he has claimed
vociferously this core is superior to the ans-
tocratic artichoke, Root crops like the exotie
(and expensive) mayatbang, would become
fillings for novel puff pastries still unknown.
Hundreds of unique recipes for cooking wild
and unexploited foods would stream out to
enlighten and gladden the hearts of millions
[( pursued zealously, income from exports would
also mise

Ampalavang gubat is of course only the
starter Who knows what the other products on
the wild foods finishing line will be like? Some
day. sooner than we expect, the excitmg an-
swers may come [lowing back to us. And we'll
be glad a few scientists and NGOs led us back
on the trail
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CRISIS RATIONS °

By MARIO P. CHANCO

HE Philippines is a part — a small part - of
a small planet.

would today call *‘crisis’ or “‘emergency’’ food
rations. Diet for a small planet within a planet, if

such rations naturally dilfered
from place to place, from
family to lamily, Depending
on the means of each individ-
ual householder, such crisis
stocks ran the gamut from
unhusked rice and salt in a
hall coconut shell to dried fish
mung beans. hard panocha
sugar cakes, rice coflee, live
animals on the hoof

Others included hardy gar-
den vegetables. Kangkong 1o
name one, can’t all be swept
away by wind or floods, Where
other eatables [ail, such loods
can give hungry families an
extra meal or lwo

SAVING GRACES

The moving spirit behind

such forecasts was deeply in-

ALUGBATI: Tlocos grained 1n our early people

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 18
TAGAYTAY CITY
Land Reg. Case No. TG-B26 LRA Record No N-G98165
NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General. 134 Amorsalo St.. Legaspi Village,
Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila: the Regional Executive
Director, Region IV, DENR, L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Bivd , Ermita, Manila; the Hon. Secretary
Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila; the Hon. Secretary
Department of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bldg., Elliptical Road. Diliman, the Director, Forest Man
agement Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial
Governor, the Provinclal Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Fublic
Works and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all
in Trece Martires City, the City Mayor, the City Council, the City Prosecutor, the City Treasurer,
the City Engineer, Tagaytay City; Gabriel Madrazo, Brgy. |, Mendez, Cavite, Rufino Melo, # 1406
Looban St., Paco, Metro Manila; Florante de los Reyes, Brgy. 8 Galicia Mendez, Cavite AND TO
ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by MARGINVILLE DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION, rep. by its President Mr. Benedicto H. Tarnate, P.O. Box 138 Makat) Central Post
Office, Makatl City, assisted by Atty. Irineo A, Anarna, No. 11 Madlansaca St., Poblacion, 4118
Silang, Cavite praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following described
land

A parcel of Land (Lot 1758, Cad 355 Tagaytay Cadastre; as shown on plan Ap 04-011210;
L.R.C. Record No ), situated in the Brgy. of Patutong Malaki, City of Tagaytay Bounded
an the SW., along line 1-2 by Lot 2001, on the NW., along line 2-3 by Lot 1759, on the NE
along line 3-4 by Lot 1783; along line 4-5 by Lot 1784, and on the SE., along line 5-1 by Lot
1757 all of Cad 355 Tagaytay Cadastie. Beginning at a point marked ''1'' on plan being 5. 75
deg. 41'W., 4573.43 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad 355 Tagaytay Cadastre.

thence N. 9 deg. 06'W., 61.31 m. to point 2;

thence N. BG6 deg. O4'E., 64.12 m. to point 3

thence S, 8 deg. 27'E, 26,41 m, to point 4;

thence S. 7 deg. O3'E., 30.15 m. to point B;

thence S. 81 deg, 50'W,, 62.95 to the point of beginning,
containing an area of THREE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR (3,754) 5Q METERS
Al points raferred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by Old P.S. eyl
canc. mons. 16x60; bearings true, date of original survey, November 8, 1962 and that ol the
date prepared, February 14, 1997, and was approved on July 2, 1997,

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at its session to be held at
Branch 18. Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 28th day of May, 1998 at 8:30 A.M.. then and
there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion tharea!l, and to submit
evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at said Court at the time and place
aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and datermined
In accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thersafter you will forever be
barred from contesting said application (or petition) oi any decree entered thereon

Witness: the HON. ALFONSO S. GARCIA, Judge of said Court, the 21st day of January, 1998

lssued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 4th day of February, 1998

ATTEST:

REYNALDOQ Y. MAUILIT

Administrator
Land Registration Authority
By
[Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chiet, Docket Division

WE FORUM
April 6, 1998

There was a time when a majority of

Filipino families kept in their households what we
The quantity and variety of

Fancier rations were the lorte
of families m the poblacion,
where money wasn't as tight,
and provisioning stores were
better spaced oul. To a man,
these rations usually held out
till the period of cnisis need
the next harvest, or the time
ol stock replacement. That
speaks a lot of the basic frugal-
ity and prudence of those
families. They saved even when
wanl and poverty pressed on
them

Things ol course are dif-
[erent now

Many no longer Keep their
¢nsis rations on Kitchen ralters
but in tin cans or inside re-
frigerators, The rest deal with
wind, sun and occasional raim
They may have occasional
sardines 1 cans, But such
delicacies have a short shell
lile. Being fiesta food to the
average ‘m'u'-'am'r..-mj sardines
are not likely to endure long
enough lo give anvone pto-
maine poisoning

Cnisis rations are i miany
ways like the turbulent times
that engulf us. Even m the
provinces, the commodity list
Keeps changing. While no
successor 1o rice has vel been
found, noodle packs have
become a must. Thev re cheap
and so easy o cook. Even if
dissolved i brown f(lood
walers, no one minds  They
thunk the soy sauce came mixed
with the noodles

BETTER THAN IT

LOOKS

I'rom where we stand m the
crowded towns and cities, the
crisis loods outlook seems
darkly mysterious, il not un-
attmnable. People ask: wher-
ever do you find those things?
Iheir urban minds are fixed
only on basics like sardines
and therefore lumited

But the view 1s dillerent
from the other side Persons
wlo grew up on [arms, lelds,
torests and around the seas may
not know i1, bul they have o
terrific edge. They know what
foods, whai planis and
consumables grow or exist all

you wish to call it that.

around them. In some this
knowledge mav have gone
nnderground. But their mem-
ory banks. like computer hard
disks, need only a few Key-
punches to start whirring

I'hey haye the entire Phil-
ippines to ransack lor foods
Lo process or cook into crisis
rations. Many of our larger
islands, and some of the small
ones, remain host to foods and
products trom long-ago-days

The old chain of life hasn't
broken, afler all. 1t's still there,
and can be expanded whenev-
er and 1" ever someone high
enough or responsible enough
takes the cue and provides the
leadership

Ihere's the rimas, bread-
fruit to Pacilic islanders who
use 11 literally as a bread or
rice staple. We make sugared
candies or sometimes gulav out
ol il. The kamansi 1s a close
relative. [t even looks the same
-- and can be prepared i many
ways The malunggayv s an old
tradition and was given lo
nursing mothers, who now
prefer costly brand name sub-
stitutes. Today even nursing
lathers cal malunggay

Iovery sitio or barno whose
inhabitants worked kaingins
has long mventories ol crisis
rations which they carry with
them when the work they do
provides hittle time for cook-
ing. They go by dillerent names
in dilferent localities, Some
lagalogs call finely pounded
corn with sugar mayukmok
Others add cassava, margarine
and pounded cassava roots. It
acquires a dilTerent name,
sometimes linupak. There's
also dned cassava, used by
MNLF as cnisis food rations
during their martial law bat-
tles against the Philippine
army.

KING COCONUT

Few foods will equal the
versatile coconul as a crisis
raton. It was cralted literally
in heaven for the millions
whose lands 1t flourishes. The
young nut furnishes nutrent
rich water and a soft meat that
Kills hunger and tickles the
palaic. Mature nuts are the base
for rich gara, the coconut milk

that has become standard fare
in soups, vegetables and des-
serts aplenty -- remember
matamis sa bao?

Apart [rom providing raw
material for copra, an interna-
tionally traded commodity,
many people added roasted
coconul meal during crisis
Japanese Occupation times to
produce kastaniog. This noy-
el eatmeat tasted like roasted
chestnuts. It hung heavy on the
stomach. But then, that heavy
selling was something sought
during those hungry days
There's only one disabling
thing about the coconut, Un-
less you eal 1t on Lhe spot, it's
nol casy to carry around

Wild grapes, wild banan-
as, wild papayas, selections of
nuts and tree fruits ranging
[rom conventional to sull
urtknown types of berries, vine
frint, edible tufts of green. salad
vegetables

Palm cabbages, ol which
many New World writers
wrote [Hidden underfoot, a
dizzy tangle of rool crops.
corns, starchy and glutinous
foods., And in a few jungles
not vet trodden even by moun:
tain people, vou could find fal
worms and piquant wildlile to
add just the nght tingle to yous
meal

WE'VE GOT IT

Most food experts may not
agree. But it would seem, from
where the uplanders sit, " the
nation has got 1t all. Cnsis
foods, crisis rations abound:
maybe not yet in quantity, but
certainly 1n variety

The tricky part comes, and
i's almost like the oil busi-
ness: can the Phulippines pro-
duce climax foods in large
enough quantity for emergen-
cies? Is there a noodle mogul
around who can noodlehze all
our crisis foods in a small
packet? Can we convince our
people they must learn and stay
with crisis skills for an event
that might try our mettle just
once -~ and that's the ball
game?

Every politician everywhere
thinks he L.'u the answers. Lel's
hope the incoming crop next
May will have a few ol them

of Mamburao, Oceidontal Mindoro
covered by OCT No
Mindaro

Alfredo T
1908

Tojada of Mamburao,

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the ostate of the late MACARIA PACAL
conmsting of 4.1183 hectares and
P-8199 of the Registry of Doeds of Occidental
have beon extrajudicially settled by her hews as por Deed
of Extrajudicial Settlement and Sale, Doc, No, 6565, Page No. 42, Book
No. 46, Senes of 1998 executed by the heirs before Notary Public
Oceidontal Mindoro on March 25

WE FORUM

April 6, 13 & 20, 1998

LEGAL NOTICE

Notica I8 hereby given that
the estate of the late EDUARDO
CRUZ was extrajudicially settled
and sold as per Doc. No. 242
Page No, 50, Book Il Series of
1998 before Notary Public
Liwayway J. Nazal of Caloocan
City

WE FORUM
April 6, 13 & 20, 1998
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EDITORIAL

Dirty one-upmanshi
-up nsnip
NYTHING you can do I can do better, I can do anything
better than you, says one politician to another. No you
can’t, says one. Yes I can, says the other. On and on goes the
game of one-upmanship.

All available dirt is scraped up from the past to serve as
fodder in what has been described as a “surreal exchange.”
Laws on libel and slander have been put on hold as opposing
political camps sling mud at each other as if there were no
tomorrow.

A supposed plot to assassinate President Fidel Ramos is
kept alive by a canary who has been caged for four years but
is now free to sing again. The political opposition has warned
the people that such talk of assassination is designed to pave
the way for the postponement of the May 11 polls.

According to the latest assassination version, a new group of
mercenary assassins has assigned a “stalker” looking for a chance
in one of the President’s sorties in Davao City to do him in. Ramos
minions say this assassination hype is not an administration scheme
to discredit the opposition but is based on an intelligence report.

“Intelligence report” is a handy subterfuge to lend credibility
to rumor.

Reacting to Jaime Cardinal Sin’s suspicion that the administration
will cheat to ensure the Malacafian candidate’s victory, Sen. Miriam
D. Santiago charged if there is a proliferation of 11 presidential
candidates, it is a covert Malacaian strategy to provide a funnel
through which votes can be shaved and credited to Lakas pres-
idential bet Joe de Venecia.

De Venecia’s ploy of handing out P25,000 insurance cover for
his supporters ‘‘constitutes vote-buying and definitely amounts to
disqualification and conviction,” says an election commissioner.
But Joe hits back by producing a P20,000 insurance policy with
a photograph of Erap Estrada and family on a Christmas card
which Joe says is mailed to voters.

Joseph Estrada is supposed to have raised P500 million from
“‘drugs, gambling and kidnapping’’ when he was chairman of the
Presidential Anti-Crime Commission for his campaign fund.

As to how preposterous charges can get is Cynthia Navarro’s
claim that she was made to donate P10,000 to Estrada’s campaign
kitty by Josephine (Bunny) German. How can Bunny German be
Estrada’s fund-raiser when his wife Loi has accused Bunny of
fleecing her of P27 million in a Pyramid Scam? Will the NBI ever
come to the bottom of this?

President Ramos himself has not been spared from “question-
able transactions” in his disposing of vast acreage and institutions
in a “selling binge.” Sen. Edgardo Angara threatens to set up a
special prosecutor’s office to investigate all reclamation deals, midnight
sales, energy projects and military hardware purchases by the
Ramos administration,

Somewhere in town marches that fellow in a disciple’s robe
bearing a placard admonishing: “Repent ye sinners, It’s later than
you think.”

The oldest
profession

FARMING, not prostitution, 1s the oldest
prolession

It all started in Genesis when Adam and
Eve begot Cain and Abel afler having lost the
Garden of Iiden all because of a teeny-weeny
bite of a forbidden [ruit

Cain is acknowledged as the first farmer
(“tiller of the ground’, so the Good Book
describes him) and Abel, a livestock guy (“keeper
of sheep’)

When Cain slew his brother Abel, God
banished him to a place east of the lost par-
adise where the *‘ground shall no longer yield
its strength.”” Maybe that spurred future gen-
erations to work harder to coax edibles from
the soil and invent what is now known as
agriculture.

Good for us because we were able Lo plant
and store food, domesticate wild animals to
eventually slaughter them for lunch and din-
ner and to give us enough time to bum around
and pul a stop to hunting food -- and start
going afler fellow homo-sapiens

The leisure time afforded us by agriculture
in-between planting seasons prompted our
ancestors to venture into other pursuits, in-
cluding prostitution. In sum, agricullure pave
birth to civilization

[here had been movie vanations ol the
Biblical story of the First Farmer and First

Shepherd, the most unforgettable to my mind

being Elia Kazan’s 'East of Eden’ thal intro-
duced to us the moody thespian James Dean
Remember him prone on the leld, seemingly
cestatic over the beans sprouting out of the

PUBLISHER'S

NOTES

by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

brown earth? He was Cain. And we sympa-
thized with him then as we empathize now
with our current day ‘Cains’: 7 million of them
who plant rice and corn and beans on an average
of 1.44 hectares each These are the hapless,
forgotten ‘tillers of the ground” who conlinue
to be accursed due to neglect, disdain and
penury... despite the fact that we are an ag-
ricultural country and the politics of rice has
been hounding us ever since we could care 1o
remember. They are only a part of the 11 million
Filipmos listed as employed in the agricultur-
al sector (including fishing and forestry) who
comprise 44 percent of the total labor force
So while slick politicians persist in “dou-
ble-speak’ in the hustings or not this corner
will attempt to harp on the sector's plight,
“single-speak
And ves, there 1s also a new dimension that
we need to consider: a mild exodus to the
heartland by those who have made oodles of
money (profits and retirement benefits) with
nothing else to do bul to enjoy the remaining
vears ol their lives away from traffic, pollution
and rubbish called the city also spelled N-I-
G-H-T-M-A-R-E
By dint of death, there are also those who
(Page 8, please)
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Rootstocks for science

SOMEWHERE on that vast expanse of the
Pacific, midway between the greal continents
of Asia and America, a brown-skinned native
soars nimbly up the bole of a tall coconul tree
He hurls down some nuts, performs a delicate
operation on the flower, then clambers down
to other related chores.

They were taught him in the technology
package brought to his island by a Filipino
coconul peasant from Quezon province -- proof
that even in the humdrum affairs of daily life,
low level intermediate technology can make a
man’s daily survival easier

*ERER

There are science and technology feats of
a much higher grade and quality. A topnotch
Filipino agricultural scientist from the Univer-
sity of the Philippines at Los Baiios probed
and exorcised the killing virus pest which
threatened a large corn-growing area in the

heart of America's great corn belt i the late
sixties and early sevenlies

Another Filipino technician designed and ac-
tually helped put together the lunar vehicle which
crawled over the surface of the moon in mankind’s
first manned vovage to this distant planetary object
Yet one more Filipino, a skilled surgeon. devel-
oped surgical techmques that were accloimed
throughout: the internanional medical community

And 1t was - less creditably - Filipino tech-
nical knowhow that began leveling tremendous
lorested areas m Indonesia, Malaysia, Africa and
other global timber stands The Filipinos had enough
practise cutting and shearing their own forests
decades before that

LR LR

Taken together, what this incomplete record of
Filipino creativity in seience and technology shows
us1s obvious The Philippines, despite its late start
and poverty, has brain and manpower resources
with large scientific potential The nation has a
tradition lor excellence and achievement which,

Jose G. BURGOS, Jr... (From page 7)

are savoring the bucolic blessings of their
parent’s real estate properties

These are the agriculturaiists, the smart and
eager weekend farmers who earn money in the
city and spend it in the farm and who, hope-
fully would be able to tumn the tables around
lo become true agriculturists -~ they who earn
money in the farm and spend it in the city
We will write about them, too

LR L

Since 1992 we have been writing aboul
farming and farmers, fisherfolk and fishes, and
the general status of our agriculture sector in
another newspaper in Filipino. Our writing in
English does not dimimish our nitial purpose

to help our small subsistence farmers since we
will also be tackling issues that need to be
resolved by those whe have the means to do
so: the policy-makers both in government and
private agribusiness. In the meantime. we still
have our other medium over radio station DZMM
(630 kwz). every Sunday from 4:00 to 600
am. with our co-host and missus, Dr. Edita
[ronqued-Burgos

While at it, we'll Keep in mind. writing is
ennobling, larming 1s enabling. prosttution 1s
disabling and politics -- well, let’s keep out
of i, Alter all. our own breed of” politicians
has messed 1t up like cow dung. And fresh
manure 15 nol o good fertilizer. Too hot

despite crushing obstacles, refuses to go under-
ground
The “sorry state’ of Philippine science is not
the same as that of less fortunate developing
countries,  said the venerable Roman I Kintanar.
considered o global laureate. who tells this story
Since scientific training, teaching and resource-
hunting can be set adntt on bureaucratic shoals,
some savanis have asked; Is there a wav we can
make ordinary Filipmos gain even ad hoc aware-
ness of the importance ol science n therr lives?
Is there o place outside the schools and the
theoretical workplaces where ordinary citizens can
foregather and examine actual concrele examples
of scientilic achievement and ment. and apply 1
to thesr lives? Is there a hands-on school of
science

‘life
that can reeducate Filipinos on the tear
ing forces that are npping their lives apart?
e hEd

[here are such places, it seems, where differ-
ent condinions can provide the desired climate for
the gestation ol a hothouse in embrvonic science
The tocal center could be strong civic or religious
groups (perhaps the village parish council?), or
then ecumenical equivalents. Unhampered by the
side 1ssues and distractions that infest politically-
based embryo groups, they would be readier to
deal with the gut 1ssues ol dav-to-dav life And
in their search lor solulions t|1.r.'_\ could tap not
only the traditional but also delve deeper into the

scieniific sourceheads previously closed 1o them
L RN

From this modest start, with pnming supplied

EARTHMAN

on the very basic people levels. scientific inquiry
could be kept alive in the minds ol more Filipinos
Potential leaders into the star-studded land of simple
science and technology would be quickly warned,
il they are smart. not to lose their early audiences
by talking at length about the profound obscun-
ties of nuclear fission. They will get a respectiul
and hopetully continuous hearing 1f they explain
how the introduction of common-sense science into
their danly lives can help Filipinos procure afford-
able dailv necessities -- and perhaps place their
lamily members in better-paying jobs or profes-
sions
L2

Such simple rootstocks for science, mlormally
@ven but formally implemented, can increase the
survival potentials of Filipino householders better
than overloaded bureaucracies. Our people know
a good thing when thev see 1t - and realize its
success depends as much on them as on the
government. Science may indeed be one of the few
good thimgs lefi 10 us in life We ought 1o give
it our best

Land Reg, Case No 98-136
NOTICE OF

Makati

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
ZND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT
OF SILANG -AMADEO
SILANG, CAVITE

INITIAL HEARING
To the Hon Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St

LRA Record No N-69295

Legaspi Village,

City, the Director, Land Management Bureau,
Director, Region IV, DENR L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila, the Hon. Secretary,
Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, the Director, Bureau of
Mines, Pedro Gil St., Malate, the Director, Bureau of Fisherles and Aquatic Resources, P.O. Box
623, all in Manila, the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform, P.T A Bldg., Elliptical
Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon
City, Metro Manila, the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Prosecutor the Genaral Services Officer,
the Provincial Engineer. the Public Works and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer,
CENRO, Land Management Sector. all in Trece Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal
Council. Amadeo, Cavite; Jose Braza. Demetria Leaban, both in Brgy Dagatan, Amadeo Cavite;
Hermando Costelo, #483 C Bayani St., Brgy, 3 Amadeo, Cavite; Albert Ambagan. Brgy. Poblacion,
Amadeo, Cavite AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: o
An application having been filed in the above entitled case by HERMINIA B. DE LA PENA,
ET. AL., #550 C. Bayani 5t., Brgy 10 Amadeo, Cavite, thru Alejandro and Anarna Law Offices,
#11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, 4118 Silang, Cavite by Atty. Irineo A Anarna praying for the
registration and confirmation of the title to the following described land
A parcel of Land (Lot 2271 of the cadastral survey of Cad-482-D, Case 1, Module |ll, Amadeo
Cadastre, as shown on plan AP-04:010568, L.AR.C. Record No ) situated in the Barangay
of Dagatan, Municipality of Amadeo, Province of Cavite, Island of Luzon Bounded on the SW.,
along line 1-2 by Lot 2290, Cad-482-D, Case 1, Module |ll, Amadeo Cadastre, on the SW., along
lines 2:3-4 by Dagatan Creek._on the NW., along line 4-5 by Barrio Road (5 00-10 00 m. wide);
on the NE., along line 5-6 by Lot 2270, on the SE., along line 6-7 by Lot 2276, along line 7-
1 by Lot 2275, all of Cad-4B2-D, Case 1, Module Ill, Amadeo Cadastré. Beginning at a point
marked "'1'" on plan, being N 29 deg, 12'E., 2677.95 m. frem BLLM 1 Amadeo Cadastre;
thence 86 deg 28'W 23.16 m. o point 2;
thence G deg 09'W B89.87 m. to point 3;
thence 32 deg. 10'W., 28.76 m. to point 4
thence 75 deg 10°E, 117.20 m. to point &
thence 9 deg. O0'E., 131.59 m to point 6;
thence 78 deg 50'W. B.52 m. to point 7;
thence B0 deg O7'W. ’8.65 m to point of beginning
containing an area of THIRTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTEEN (13,715) SQUARE METERS
All points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by Old P.5, cyl
conc. mons. 15x60 cm, except pts 2 4 by Stakes; bearings grid, date of original survey, April
2-Aug. 15, 1974, date prepared, October 1, 1996 and was approved on October 30, 1998
You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at |ts session to be held at
2nd MCTC, Silang, Cavite, Philippines on the 10th day of June, 1998 at 2:00 P.M., then unld
‘there to present such claim as you may have to said lands or any portion thereol, and to submit
evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at Court at the time and place
aforesaid, your default will be recarded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and determined

Escolta, Manila, the Regional Executive

AJI-NO-MOTO’

&, J’a&f

’ , In accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter you will forever be
barred from contesting said application (or petition) or any decree entered thereon
Witness! the HON. JOSE A MENDDZA  Acting Judge of said Court the 19th day of February.
@ 1998
Issued at Quezon City. Philippines, this 26th day ol February, 1998
ATTEST

. REYNALDO ¥. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authority
A True Copy: By

nmnnzzz2Z2=

CARAIG
Notices Section

{Sgd | SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief. Docket Division

(Spd.) ADELAIDA |
Chiet. Publication of

WE FORUM
April 6, 1998
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WOMEN FEEDING
THE WORLD - FA

CONTRARY to stereotypes,
the farmer is, more often than
not, a woman.

Women produce more than
half the food that is grown
worldwide. In Asia, between
50 and 90 percent of the work
in the rice fields is done by
women.

In sub-Saharan Africa and
the Caribbean, they produce
up to 80 percent of basic
foodstuffs.

After the harvest, rural
women in developing countries
are almost entirely responsi-
ble for storage, handling, stock-
ing, marketing and processing,

Despite their overwhelming
contribution to food security
-- particularly in the poorest
areas of the world’s poorest
countries - these women are
often ‘‘invisible’’ — econom-
ically, statistically and in
popular and media images,
notes the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)
““Much of their labor outside
of the household — both reg-
ular and season -- goes un-

WITH some exceptions,
““only relatively small conse-
quences’’ are anticipated on
food markets worldwide as a
result of the Asian financial
crisis

However, according fo a
new report from the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
(FAO), ““substantial eflects on
markets in the region itself”’
are expected.

The major impact at the glo-
bal level will be felt through
reduced import demand, with
meal — and beef in particular
— hardest hit.

Asian imports of oilmeals
ond feedgrains for animal feed
are also expected to fall. In
the dairy sector, imports of milk
powder will decrease.

The FAO’s latest Food Oul-
look cautions that the effects
of the Asian financial crisis
over the long term are harder
to predict.

It indicates three areas of

uncertainty — the Jength of time
incomes and exchange rates
take to recover, what trade
policy measures governments
take in response to the Crisis,
and what steps are taken to
ease the credit shortage.

paid.”’

Women spend up to two-
thirds of their time in tradi-
tional agriculture and market-
ing, with their work hours
tending to exceed those of men.
So much so that women play
a dominant role in household
food security through agricul-
tural and food production.

‘“‘Women play an extreme-
ly important role in agricul-
tural development, accounting
for an estimated 60 to 80
percent in Asia and the Pacif-
1c,”” says FAO.

Still, while women produce
much of the developing world’s
food supply and are the back-
bone of food production and
provisioning for family con-
sumption, their productivity is
generally low and based on
long work hours on small
landholdings.

When data is collected for
national statistics, gender is of-
ten ignored or information 1s
only collected from men, who
are presumed to be the house-
hold heads. In addition to this,

FAO calls for close mon-
itormg of the global food supply
situation in the coming months
as ‘‘a deterioralion in pros-
pects for the 1998 crops could
lead to price rises with seri-
ous consequences for the food
security of many low-income
food-deficit countries.””

Although 1997 cereal har-
vests were slightly better than
expected, the world’s cereal
stocks remain below minimum
safe levels

The report — released in
February 1998 -- forecasts a
rise in world cereal stocks to
295 million tons for 1998, up
5 million tons from 1997, This
modest increase in stocks 1s
mainly caused by “‘larger
supplies of coarse grains in
Latin America and reduced
import demand for animal [eed
in Asia.'’

But at only 15.7 percent of

global cereal consumption,
world cereal stocks will stll
fall far short of the 17 to 18
percent of global consumption
that FAO has identified as the
mimmum needed lo protect
against possible food shortag-
es and emergencies.

The outlook for 1998 cere-

most women do not own the
land they cultivate.

**Women still only own
around 2 percent of all land,”’
said the newly appointed Di-
rector of FAO’s Women and
Population Division, Sissel
Ekaas. “‘In the 50th anniver-
sary year of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
equal right.to land ownership
must be recognized as a fun-
damental human nght.”’

The combined effect of
these and other handicaps is
a huge growth in the number
of poor women, FAO says.
Since the 1970s, the number
of women living below the
poverty line has increased by
50 percent, in comparison with
30 percent for men.

*““Women Feed the World™
will be the theme for World
Food Day observed annually
on October 16 in more than
100 countries to mark the
anniversary of the founding of
FAQ. This vear’s theme both
pays tribute to the skills and
dedication of millions of rural

al crops is mixed. Good wheat
harvests are forecast in wesl-
em Europe, North Africa and
India. The report says, how-
ever, that ‘‘conditions are not
favorable in China, Pakistan
and parts of eastern Europe.™

The area planted lo winter
wheat is lower than expected
in the United States, although
conditions are good. The neg-
ative effects of El Nifio have
been less than expected in
southern Africa and Latin
America.

The FAO report also says
that a near record of 37 coun-
tries face food supply prob-
lems in 1998. Many of them
-- particularly in Asia and
Central America — have been
hard hit by the latest El Nifio
— the warming of Pacific waters
ofl the coast of Peru, which
affects climate patterns the
world over

The Outlook includes a spe-
cial section on El Nifio and
countries with food supply
problems. *‘Africa remains the
continent with the moslt acute
food shortages as a result of
a combination of adverse
weather and civil stnfe,”
according to the report. (MNC)

WOMEN IN FARMS:

Feed

women around the world and
calls for intensified efforts to
support these women in their
work.

Announcing the **Women
feed the world™" theme for
World Food Day, FAO Direc-
tor-General Jacques Diouf said,
“*“Women may feed the world
today, but, given the formida-
ble list of obslacles placed in
their path, will they be able

ing the world.

to produce the additional food
needed for a world population
expected to grow by three
billion by 20307

In rural and urban areas the
world over, women bear pn-
mary responsibility for feed-
ing children and other family
members They spend a high-
er proportion of their income
on food for the family than do
their male partners, and they

are largely responsible for
cooking and food preparation.

“‘Without any intended of-
fense to struggling and
hardworking male farmers, of
which there still many out
there, the trend towards fem-
inization of agriculture in large
parts of the developing world
is now widely recogmzed,”
said Ekaas. (MNC Agri News
Service)

« versus -
SPS. AUGUSTO T. LEANO and
TEODORA F. LEANO (ATTY. IN

FAMILY SAVINGS BANK, INC.,
(AIF), Mortgagor/s with residenc
Hobart Homes, Zuzuaregui St..

the Quezon City Hall) Ellipticsl
property, together with all the

Bounded on the N., along line

plan, x ® x % containing an are
Prospective bidders or buyer

(Sgd.) SILVERIO P. BERNAS
(Sherift in Charge)

betore the date of the auction
COPY FURNISHED:

1. MA. LUISA A. MENDOZA-SA
dela Rosa, Makati City

Zuzuaregul St., Balara, Quezon

Mortgagor/s.

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135,
mortgagee, against Sps. Augusto T Lesno & Teodora F. Leano

March 2, 1998 amounts to ONE MILLION
PESOS AND 39/100 (P1,809,140.39) excluding penalties charges
fees and sxpenses for the foreclosure
authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC

A parcel of land (Lot 10, Blk
818-C-1-B-1, LAC Psd-337302, LAC Rec. No. 59756),

11, Bik. 8 both of the subdn. plan, and on the S.,

It is absolutely prohibited to remove,

2, SPS. AUGUSTO & TEODORA F

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

QUEZON CITY

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK. INC..
Mortgagee,

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

FACT), OF
AS

- »

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

as am

e and postal address at Lot 10,

Balara, Q.C. to satisly the mortgaged indebtedness, which as of

EIGHT HUNDRED NINE T

and sale, the Ex-Officio S

Road, Diliman, Quezon City,
improvements existing thereon,

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 107893

Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

(8 m. wide);
along line 4
a of ONE HUNDRED FIVE (108)
s are hereby enjoined to invest

1-2 by Rd. Lot 7,

the said real estate property and the esncumbrances thereon, |
Quezon City, Philippines, March 18, 1998,

Clar

WARNING:
sale under penalty of the law

NTOS, Mezz.

City

AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine
Currency on the 24th day of April 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, at

the office of the RTC-Clerk of Court (Sheriff's Otfice), Ground Floor,

the following described real estate

8 of the subd. plan Psd-13-003877, being a portion of Lot
situated In the Balara Dist., Q. City, M. Mla

deface or destroy this Notice of Sheriff's Sale on nr

Fir.. BPI Family Bank Center, Paseo de HRoxas cor,

LEANO, L10 B7 Rd. Lot 7, Commonwealth Hobart Momaes,

FILE NO, FRE NO. 23568

MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AMENDED BY ACT 4118

ended by Act 4118 filed by BPI
B. 8 Rod. Lot 7 Commonwealth

HOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FORTY
, attorney's fees and all the legal
herit! of Quezop City or her duly

Hall of Justice Bldg. (beside

to wit:

on the E., along line 2-3 by Lot
1 by Lot 9, Bik, 8 of the subdn
SQUARE METERS, more or less
igate for themselves the title of
{ any there be.

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
k of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

MARINO V. CACHERO
Sheritt VI
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NON-FAT DIETS LOWER
BLOOD CHOLESTEROL LEVELS

TAKING out fat in your
diet will lower blood choles-
terol levels -- and reduce the
risk of a heart attack or stroke.

According to a study in this
month’s issue of Arterioscle-
rosis, Thrombosis and Vas-
cular Biology: Joumnal of the
American Heart Association.

The study’s authors say
they are the first to show in
a single study that there is a
uniform response on choles-
terol levels from cutting out
fat in the diets of people of
different ages, ethnic back-
grounds, races and gender

The study tested the Amer-
ican Heart Association and the
National Cholesterol lzduca-
tion Program Step | and Step
2 diets on reducing choles-
terol. Step 1 and Step 2 diets
are for treatment of high blood
cholesterol

The Step | diet contains
30 percent or lewer calories
from lat, with no more than
¥ to 10 percent from saturat-
ed fat. Cholesterol ntake is
300 milligrams a day or less
The Step 2 diet reduces sat-
urated fat to seven percent and
total cholesterol to 200 mul-
ligrams a day or iess

Researchers at four med-
1cal centers -- Columbia Uni-
versity, Pennington Biomed-
ical Research Center in Ba-

By Armand Maguilas

ton Rouge, La., Penn State
University, and University of
Minnesota -- each recruited
25 to 30 healthy individuals
with normal concentrations of
blood fats.

Of the 103 volunteers who
completed the study, 46 were
men and 57 women, ranging
in age from 22 to 67 years
old. Thirty percent of the
women and 20 percent of the

men were black. Eighteen of

the women were postmeno-
pausal and 16 of the men were
40 or older

The volunteers aie three
different diets for eight wecks
each, although not in the same
order, with a break of four to
six weeks between each diet
In the average American diet
34.3 percent of the calones
came [rom total fat and 15
percent from saturated fat.

In the American
Assocration Step | and Step
2 diets. the calone counts were
28.6 percent and 25.3 percent
total fat and 9 percent and
6.1 percent saturated fat,

Carbohydrates replaced the

Henrt

calories lost by reducing the
fat content 1n the two lower-
fat diets All three diets con-
tained 300 milligrams a day
of cholesterol. Blood fats were
measured weekly durning the
final four weeks on each diet

Zenaida P. Reyes.

LEGAL NOTICE

The estate of Spouses AGAPITO VICENCIO and CATALINA
CASTANEDA was sottled among their heirs per Desd of Extrajudicisl
Settlement dated January 15, 1998 entered as Doc. No. 2161, Page
No, 108; Book No. XV; Series of 1998, of Quezon City Notary Atty
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PASSIVE SMOKING DOES CAUSE

PAS>. .. smoking causes
lung cancer in non-smokers

This is the conclusici of a
case-control study on the con-
nections between pus..ve
smoking, or enviromneitil
tobacco smoke (ETS), and a
number of diseases, lung can-
cer in particular.

The ETS study on lung
cancer sk i European pop-
ulations has been carried oul
over the last seven years by
12 research cenlers in seven
European countries under the
leadership of World Health
Organization's (WIHO) cancer
research branch, the Interna-

tional Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC)

WITO sovs the resulls ol
th's ‘iIllL'_\ are yery much il
line with the results of sun
ilar stwlies both in Europe and
elsewhere

I i ek lotd that ther
wias an estimated 16 percent
mcreased nisk of lung cance:
among non-smoking spouses ul
wiokers, o \\l!ll\l1I-‘iL'C expo
sure the estimated merease in
risk wuas 17 percent

However, due to the small
sample size of the study
neither increased risk was
statistically sigmificant

Wl

“This 1s really the gold
standard study,” Ginsberg
‘No study had ever
monitored the chemical nu-

Savs

trient make-up of the diet on
an ongoing basis throughout
We were sending weekly
samples 1o a laboratory to
make sure the diet was on
target the entire way.'
Most dietary-fat studies
have included young middle-
aged white males. but no one
knew for certamn if these find-
ings about lat held true for
groups. Some small
studies suggested men might

other

respond diflerently from womn-
en and blacks differently from
whites

it

Now we that

when you lower saturated fat

can say
in the diets ol healthy peo-
ple, it doesn’t matter how old
you are or if you are black or
wlite, & man or g woman,
says (nnsberg

held

could have |ch|iclcd our re-

Lvervbody in our
sults in lerms of lowering
cholesterol, LDL c¢holesterol
in purticular, as we lowered
saturated fal 1n men
(s|||wlu'ri_ Says

‘However, they would
hove been really guessing if
they  had this would

happen i postmenopausal

Nil I\I

woren exactly as it happens
1 pretmenopausal women or
that it would happen in blacks
exactly as 1t happens n

whites, The data weren’t
there.

* MNC Environment,

Science and Technology

News Service

WO, although the study
points tows ! .

Casing
risk nller cessation of expo
sille
[t 15 extremely important
ute that the resalts of Hns
L MAnvis o | e
ulls ol major scientrng
views ol this guestion pub-
lished during 1997 by the
wvernment ol Australin, the
s nvironmental Protection
wney el the State ol Cal-
100 wid Nerl Collishaw,
Acting Cluetl of WHO's To-
i lealth Unit o

A g cliu-analysis of

.

LAGUNA LAKE FISHES
ARE STILL SAFE TO EAT

THE fishes of Laguna
Lake are still safe to cat,

So says a study made by
De La Salle University
(DLSU) which indicates that
the mercury concentration
of fishes such as the dalag,
kanduli, goby and tilapia,
are still within safe lim|s.

The study — made |
Milagros Relon of DLS| -
showed that dalag had 'the
highest total mercury at
0.021 micrograms per gram
in its flesh, It is followed by
kanduli (0.020 micrograms
per gram), goby (0.013
micrograms per gram), and
tilapia (0.008 micrograms
per gram),

Fhese mercury levels are
below the maximum tolerable
consumption ol 0.3 micro-
grams of total mercury per
week set by the World
Ilealth Organization.

Mercury is a heavy metal
that could become highly
toxic once it is metabolized,
There has bheen no reported
incidence of mercury
poisoning in Laguna de Bay.

Still, the presence of
factories dumping effluents
in the lake had prompted
scientists to monitor mercu-
rv concentrations in Nshes,
according to the Philippine
Council for Aquatic and
Marine Research and
Development (PCAMRD),
Department of Science and

passive smoking and lung
cancer was also published in
" el Journal
19977 he added, From these

‘und other previous reviews of

the screnhiie evidence CICrg-
es o elear global scientific
pussive smoking
dues cause lung cancer and

COUSCSLS

other diseases,”

In February 1998
mg Lo usunl solentitic practice
i paper reporhing (e
studv resulls was
reputable scientific journal tor
consideration nnd pecr review
That 15 why the Tl eport 15
not yet publicly available. savs

i { qul

FLLENLT

et o o

Technology, which cited
Relon's study,

Relon's study of the
country's largest lake was
made from April to October
last year. It used atomic
absorption spectrometry to
determine the mercury
concentration in the fishes.

Relon cautioned that
while residents of lake towns
between Taguig and
Binangonan are not facing
any health risks from
mercury poisoning, govern-
ment agencies should
continue to monitor mercury
levels at the lake and ensure
that preventive measures are
followed.

The 90,000-hectare
Laguna Lake is the second
largest inland water re-
source in Southeast Asia.
The lake basin is about
380,000 hectares bounded by
220 Kilometers of shoreline.
It is dotted by 27 towns and
117 villages with a popula-
tion, including that of Metro
Manila, of about 10 million.

According to PCAMRD,
about 75,000 fisherfolk in
the lake basin directly
depend on lake fishery for
livelihood. Lapguna Lake has
a production potential of
410,000 metric tons of fish.
At the height of its produc-
tivity -- in 1982 — it
provided about two-thirds of
the freshwater requirements

of Metro Manila.

Laguna Lake also
irrigates 30,000 hectares of
farmlands in Laguna, Cavite
and Rizal. It provides water
for the Caliraya hydroelec-
tric plant which, in turn,
provides power to many
factories in Laguna and
Rizal. The lake is a source
of cooling water for indus-
tries.

At the same time, the
lake has been used as the
dumping site for industrial,
agricultural and domestic
wastes, Sedimentation and
siltation have been caused
by massive soil erosion.

Four power-generating
plants located in the lake
basin have changed its
natural ecology by pumping
water to and from the lake,
Lake temperature is now
warmer than normal. Oil
pollution is regularly
discharged — besides
accidental spills - by the
power plants.

The Sucat and Malaya
oil-fired power stations, the
Caliraya Hydroelectric
power plants, and the
Makban geothermal power
plant all use chlorinated
water that have caused the
disappearance of aquatic
plants.

MNC Environment,
Science and Technology
News Service

LUNG CANCER

WHO
Under the circumstances,

however, the authors ol the
study have agreed to make an
abstract of the report available
o the media

IARC 1s proud of the
caretul scientitic work done by
the Furopean scientifio team
responsible for thus study
commented Dr. Paul Kleihues
the Agencey’s director

We are very Lllllll'll]l_'\i
about the false and mislend
ing stillements recently ]-1|l\
lished in the mass medin, ™ he
udded It 15 no comcidence
that this musimformation orig

mally appeared in the Brtish
press qust before the No-To-
bacco Day in the United King-
dom and the scheduled pub-
lication of the report of the
British Scientilic Commiltee
on Tobacco and Health.™'

e WIIO has been pub-
licly nccused of suppressing
imformation on the study, Its
opponents say that WHO has
withihield (rom publication its
own report that was aimed at
edly lailed to sci-
prove that there is
an assocuilion

Bolh statements are nol
true, WHO (MNC)

bl st i

entilical
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*LAND REFORM TURNS SOUR
IN NEGROS SUGAR FARMS

IF SOME farmers have
benefited from the Comprehen-
sive Agrarian Reform Program
(CARP), this is not the case
for sugar farm workers in
Negros Occidental. Land re-
form has made life miserable
lor them

Sugar farm workers in
Ilacienda DBino, Barangay
Orong, Kabankalan City, Ne-
gros Occeidental, are deprived
of their rightful ownership
under land reform

Worst, they have lost their
jobs in the hacienda when they
signed up as potential beneli-
craries of the land transfer
process under CARP

Almost & year has passed
since the farm workers were
harassed into leaving their farm
lands and they are growing
increasingly impatient with the
iuation they now face

[L.and reform in sugarlands
is especially problematic giv-
en the backlog of the agrarian
reform program. The program
has targeted 47,293 hectares
ol sugar lands for land reform

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

The Task Force Sugar-lands
has only moved 26 percent ol
these.

Not surprisingly, the most
cited factor for such a poor
performance has always been
“*strong landlord resistance.™’

While there are 556,000
workers scattered in 40,000
sugar farms — with another
25,000 involved in milling and
refining — there are about 5
million Filipinos in the sugar
industry.

As a result of the issuance
of a Compulsory Acquisition
(CA) order on the Hacienda
Bino lands, Hortensia Starke,
the owner and [ormer mem-
ber of the House of Represen-
tatives, continued 1o resist the
transfer of lands to the farm
workers

Starke owns the more than
211-hectare Hacienda Bino
composed of two large plots
covered by land reform. Starke,
who had previously threatened
to take up arms against the
implementation ol the agrar-
1an reform during her term as

congresswoman, lired the farm
workers who enhisted as CARP
beneficiaries.

The sugar workers have
since filed and won a case with
the Department of Labor and
Employment for the illegal
termination of their employ-
ment. Despite this, only those
who did not sign for CARP
beneficiaries were re-absorbed
in the hacienda work force

Most of the displaced
workers continue to be denied
income and remain severely n
debt. They also pursue their
case, lollowing closely the
progress of their claim fold-
ers. But the process has been
a slow and arduous one

As ol Januarv 11, 1998, the
claim folder for lot 497-2 —
the larger of the two plots
composing Hacienda Bino --
has been forwarded 1o the Land
Bank ol the Philippmes head
office in Manila for land val-
uation. No result has been
released to date

Last March 18, they stage
a picket rally in front of the

¥ - .

SUGARLAND: Volatile.

Land DBank of the Philippines
to demond the mmediate 1s-
suance of their land valuation,
1 necessary step in the pro-
cess of land transfer. and the
much sough victory for the
sl Tary workers

I the meantime. Starke
' 10 gontrol the haci-
enda, and has also been ac-
tvely caompatgning with the
local government lor the re-

conbitie

classification ol the property
into commercial, industrial,
education and lourism areas

In some parts of Negros,
even farm workers holding a
Certificate of Land Ownership
Apphication remam unable (o
enter arcas supposedly [reed
for land redistribution. For
example, one landowner, shot
and injured two potential
benelcanes larm workers who

were then planting in the areas

Other sugar workers have
also approached the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform lor
assistance n gaining official
recognition of thewr nght to
enter land reform areas Bul,
they have since been given
mixed signals regarding what
procedures to follow and which
level of the agency to approach.

(MNC)

MARIA ELSA C. JENNISON,

Varsus

a7 of this Court,

1079,

JONATHAN ARGOW JENNISON,
Respondent.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

BRANCH 37

Petitioner,

x

SUMMONS

in the above-entitled case,

which

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA

CIVIL CASE ND 98-87285

WHEREAS, on March 6, 1998, the Honorable VICENTE A. HIDALGO, Presiding Judge. Branch
Issued an Ordar

"It appearing that the Petition involves the status of the parties, and pursuant to Sections 14
and 15, Rule 14 of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure, let Summons be served upon the respondent
by publication in a newspaper of general circulation to be selected by raffle pursuant to P D, No

reads as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, respondent Jonathan Argow Jennison Is hereby summoned and required to

file with Branch 37 of this Court his answer to the petition filed against him in the instant case
within sixty (60) days trom the date of the publication of this summons setving copy thereof upaon
the petitioner c/o Atty. Camilo R, Murillo, 1415 Canonigo St., Paco, Manila, Upon lallure on his
part to do so as aforesaid, petitioner will take judgment against him by default and may demand
from said Court the reliefs prayed lor In the petition
Let this Summons together with the petition be published once by the Petitioner, at her expense
in “We Forum’' a newspaper of general circulation in Metro Manila and selected by raffle pursuant
to PD 1079. Likewise petitioner shall, at her expense deposil a copy af this summons as well as
the petition, in the Central Post Office. postage prepaid and by registered mail addressed to
Respondent Jonathan Argow Jennison at his last known address
Manila, Philippines, March 13, 1998
JESUSA P. MANINGAS
Clerk of Court
By:
(Sgd.)] OMAR M. MAYO
Branch Clerk
REPUBLIC OF
REGIONAL

THE PHILIPPINES
TRIAL COURT OF MANILA
Branch 37

MARIA ELSA C. JENNISON,

Petitioner,
98-87285
Declaration of Nullity of Marriage

varsus CIVIL CASE No

JONATHAN ARGOW JENNISON, For
Respondent
x

PETITI

PETITIONER, by counsel, respectfully alleges that

1 She is a Filipino, of legal age, married and & resident of 1337 P. Burgos Street, Paco, Manila:

2. Respondent is an American, of laegal age. married and a resident of 25 Heritage Drive, Whitins
Vills, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 01688 where he may be served with summons

O N

4 Petitioner and respondent were married at the City of Manila. Philippines on July 22, 1992

por Marriage Contract herewlith attached as Annex “A"

4 MNine (9) days after the wedding, the respondent a
United States ol America;
5 Paetitioner and respondent have no offspring,

G The respondent, at the time of the celebration of the marriage, was psychologically inca-
paciteted to comply with the essential marital obligations of marriage;

/. Respondent left the conjugal home at 1337 P. Burgos Street, Paco, Manila and went to

and left for the
13

the United States o! America;

B Since then. respondent has not extended any kind of support whatsoever to the petitioner;
9. The marriage has become futile and no property whatsoever has been acquired during the

marriage;
10. Petitioner

WHEREFORE. premises considered, petitioner prays that judgment be rendered in her

follows

1 DECLARING the marriage of the Petitioner with the respondent as null and void ab initio;
2 ORDERING the City Civil Registrar of Manila and the National Statistics Office. Manila to
delete and expunge from their respective marriage registers the entry of the marriage between the

was compelled to engage the services of counsel and has agreed to pay the
sum of P35,000.00 as attorney's fee plus P1,500 as appearance flee

PRAYER

parties and such other documents pertaining thereto

Manila, February 16, 1998

REPUBLIC OF
CITY OF

THE
MANILA

I, MARIA ELSA C, JENNISON,

1 | am tha petitioner In

Court, Court of Appeals. or

PHILIPPINES

PTR No

55

under oath state that

this suit;
2 | have caused the preparation of this Petition and | have read the same and all the contents
thereof are true and correct to the best of my personal knowledge
3 | have not commenced any action of proceeding involving the
any

othar tribunal o1 agency; and

proceeding before the aforesaid courts, tribunal or agency

(Sgd | MARIA ELSA C

Alfiamt

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me Lhis 16th day of February,
Metroe Manila on October

Attiant with € 1T.C. No
Doc No 26

Book No |

Page No 7

Series ol 1998

WE FORUM
April 6, 1998

13457052

JENNISON

issued at Parafague

bandoned the petitioner for unknown reasun

there s no

favor as

{Sgd.) CAMILO R, MURILLO
Counsel for Petitioner
1415 Canonigo Strest

Paco, Manila

507248 Manila 1.15.98

IBP No. 436570 Manila IV

December 29, 1997

game |ssued at the Supremo
pending action or

1998 at Manila, Philippines,
18, 1987
CAMILO R, MURILLO
DECEMBER 31, 1998
PTR No. 607248

MANILA | 15.98

IBP No. 436570

MANILA 12-29-97

(Sgd )
UNTIL
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DR. FVR: President Rﬁmos

L

(Malacanang Photo)

was conferred the honorary degree of Doctor of Science by the Polytechnié‘
University of the Philippines (PUP), led by its president, Dr. Zenaida Olonan, during the PUP Annual Commencement
Exercises held last March 20 at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium, Malate, Manila. Also in photo are Commissioner
Mona Valisno of the Commission on Higher Education and other members of the PUP Board of Regents.

P4:00-IN-METRO MANILA

4,946 HOUSES DEMOLISHED
IN MANILA FOR PAST 6 YEARS

By NICK REBONG

AT LEAST 4,946 houses were demolished in Manila from
July 1992 to December 1997.

This is a big jump from the number of houses demolished
from March 1986 to December 1990, which totaled only 391,

Prof. Nymia Pimentel Simbulan of the University of the

Philippines College of Arts and Sciences made this observation
last Friday during a discussion-briefing sponsored by the UP
Manila Studies Program >

Citing statistics compiled by the Task Force Detainees of
the Philippines (TFDP) and the Philippine Alliance of Human
Rights Advocates (PAHRA), Simbulan noted the growing
violations of the people’s economic, social and cultural rights
since the ramos administration came into power in 1992

She pointed out that this trend in the nature of human rights
violations has become more pronounced with the intensifica-
tion of the government's Medium-Term Development Plan

“*And what is so alarming is the magnitude of the violations
affecting not only individuals and families bul also commu-
nities of peasants, fisherfolk, indigenous peoples, workers and
urban poor in various parts of the country,”” Simbulan said

““The violations of the collective rights of the people have
taken precedence over the violations of individual rights,”” she
added.

Simbulan stressed that the human rights situation in Ma-
nila, which has become a center of the country's economic,
political and cultural life, is no different from the national
scene. The trend of human rights vielations in this premier
city pictures it as a microcosm ol Phulippine society

She explained that the data compiled and documented by
the TFDP fall under two categories: counter-insurgency related
and development aggression-related, that is, violations com-
mitted in the course of the implementation and realization of
the goals and objectives of Philippines 2000, and cover two
major periods: [rom March 1, 1986 to December 31, 1990 or
the post-EDSA revolt and from July 1992 to December 1997

Simbulan enumerated the lollowing:

e During the post-EDSA period, a total of 111 cases ol
arrest were recorded by the TFDP - 39 mass arrests and 52
individual an s, Moot of these were counterinsurgency-relat-
ed and victimized 4,355 individuals, 18/ were arrested without
any warrant and nine reported they were reported

e Al least four cases of disappearance — three with report
of arrest and one without, three incidents of salvaging, four
incidents of violent dispersal and [ive cases of physical assault
affecting 37 individuals — occurred during this period. There
were only two incidents of demolition reported where a total
of 391 houses were affected

e During the second major period, the changing nature of
human rights violations can be gleaned from the decrease in
politically-motivated arrest and disappearance, and the increase
in the number of demolition and physical assault committed
to give way to development and infrastructure projects in this
city.

e A total of 59 incidents of major types of human rights
violations were documented by the TFDF in Manila during the
six-year period. Thirty-four were politically-motivated, that is
counterinsurgency related, 18 involved violent demolition of
urban poor communities in various parts of the cily and seven
were labor-related cases like picketline dispersal

* From 1992 to 1997, a total of 32 arrests were document-
ed, 14 of which were mass arrests and 18 were individual
arrests. A total of 349 people were arrested, 23 without any
warrant and the rest were not determined whether there are
warrants presented or not

e A combination of reasons was cited for the arrest of these
individuals although most were politically-motivated. Many were
suspected of being members ol dissidenl groups or supporters
of dissidents. Others were arrested for their participation in
mass actions and for their refusal to have their houses demol-
ished

« A lotal of 17 incidents of harassment of students demonstrat-
ing, laborers on strike and urban poor residents resisting demo-
lition teams were recorded by the TFDP There were eight
cases of violent dispersal, seven of which labor-related. Four-
teen cases of physical assaults were likewise documented
victimizing a total of 125 individuals

o The incidents of demolition of urban poor communities
vielded the highest number of Manila residents whose rights
were violated. A total of 17 cases recorded lor the period
involving the destruction of 4,946 houses and alfecting roughly
9,993 lamilies

- Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries

TB CASES ,
INCREASE

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

CASES of tuberculosis are
on the rise.

The Tuberculosis Control
Service of the Department of
Health (DOH) has noted an
upward trend in the number
of reported TB cases, from
171,321 n 1993 to 277,987
in 1996,

Today, about two out of
the three Filipinos (32 per-
cent) -- or roughly 22.8 mil-
lion -- have TB.

Which is why the DOH is
adding eight more provinces
to the initial 10 pilot areas in
its Collaboration in Rural and
Urban Sites to Halt TB
(C.R.U.S.H. TB) program.
The program aims to identify
at least 70 percent of new TB
cases and cure at least 85
percent of cases

This year, the program will
expand to the National Cap-
ital Region and the provinc-
es of Ifugao, Isabela, Bataan,
Albay, Leyte, Zamboanga del
Sur, Davao del Sur, Agusan

del Norte and the cities of

Baguio, Angeles, Quezon,
Mandaluyong, Parafaque, Pa-
say, Legaspi, Ormoc, Zam-
boanga, General Santos, and
Butuan.

The project has been pi-
loted - **with imitial success,”
the DOH said -- in Iloilo City,
Pasig, Taguig and the prov-
inces of Aklan, Antique, Au-
rora, Batangas, Guimaras,
Marinduque and Negros Occi-
dental.

The main DOH strategy
against TB is simple. Called
DOTS, it gives a nearly 100
percent cure rate for TB

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) 1s currently

recommending DOTS - Di-
rectly Observed Treatment,
Short-course — since countries
which have adopted the strat-
egy have found they can cure
nearly twice as many TB
patients as before. In China,
where TB medicines were
provided free, cure rates
reached 90 percent which is

. among the best in the world.

The DOTS strategy is sim-
ple: it ensures that the right
medicines are always taken
for the correct length of time.
Instead of relying on often
forgetful patients, a health
worker directly watches the
patient swallow each dose of
medicine for the entire six
months of treatment.

TB is nearly 100 percent
curable with present medi-
cines. In fact, TB control is
one of the most affordable
treatment around, with med-
icines costing as little as P260
for a six-month treatment
course. .

TB threatens to become
incurable because drug-resis-
tant TB bacteria have begun
to appear. One reason 1s that
many doctors are simply pre-
scribing anti-TB medications
without ensuring they are tak-
en properly,

Newer strains of TB now
resist these drugs mainly be-
cause patients do not com-
plete taking the prescribed
dosage.

And when patients are not
cured, they may continue to
infect 10-15 people annually.
Like the common cold, TB
spreads through the air and
by relatively casual contact
(MNC)

Alfredo T
1998

Tejada of Mamburao,

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is horeby given that the estate of the late MACARIA PACAL
of Mambureao, Occidental Mindoro, consisting of 40887 hectares and
covared by OCT No, P-B187 of the Ragistry of Deeds of Occidental
Mindore have been extrajudicially settled by her heirs as per Deed of
Extrajudicial Settlement and Sale, Doc., No, 858, Page No. 43, Book
No, 48, Series of 1998 executed by the heirs before Notary Public
Occidental Mindore on March 25,

WE FORUM
Aprl 6 13 & 20, 1998

No. 317, Sories of 1998

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late LEONIDA M
JAVIER whe died on October 17, 1993 in New York had beon extraju
dicially settled by har heirs, as evidenced by Extrajudicial Settlemaent
of Estate With Donation bearing Doc. No. 170; Page No. 35; Book

WE FORUM
Aprl 6, 13 & 20, 1998
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