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SAD YEAR

PASSING AWAY OF WORLD’S MOST
CHARISMATIC PERSONALITIES,
VIOLENCE MAR YEAR 1997

'NEW DRUG FOUND
TO PREVENT 5 ‘TRANSACTIONAL’

STUTTERING e #uge

POLITICS?  ox, 12

RIZAL DAY: Presldent Ramos executes & snappy salute after he offered a “‘wreath at the foot of the monument

of Dr. Jose P. Rizal during the commemoration of the 101st death anniversary of the national hero last December
PRINCESS DIANA 30 at the Rizal Park. (Malacanang Photo)
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VIOLENCE

By ERIC S. GIRON

S WORLD turmoil prevailed, the poignant
passing of two of the world's most charismat-
ic personalities, Princess Diana in Paris, and
a week later, Mother Teresa in Calcutta, saddened the

world,

e two great women
had received the world's ad-
ulation despite the dispar-
ity of their age and lifestyle
Both were devoted to alle-
viating the pamn of the un-
derprivileged., destitute, sick
and disabled. the lepers of
sociely

Britain was in crisis in
1981 when

race nots and stnkes !].':Ii.;l

the summer of
and Diana s gossamer ro

mance with heir 1o the
British
Charles led to their lairy-
tales wedding on July 29
By carly 1996, Diana and

Charles were wnitten ofl as

throne Prince

historv. Charles returned to
his old fMlame and Diana
reluctantly agreed to a di-
voree

Rather than fading mto
the sunset, Diana built a new
life dedicated (o serving the
world’s troubled and the
sick, and cheering up or-
phans in asylums. Her rap-
port with ordinary people
was a throwback to the
dated code of royal behay-
1or. “*When the roval fam-
ily enfolded Diana, thev
thought they had got a rather
dim girl  from the
landowning Norfolk aristoc-
racv, . Michael Elliolt
wrote. “*“They could not
have known she would be
transformed nto an inter-
superstar
make their

national who

would hives
hell ™’

Diana was 36 when the
black luxury Mercedes-
bearing her and
Muslim boviniend Dodi al-
Faved left Pans™ Hotel Ritz
owned by s fanuly, an
hour after midmght. The

Benz

driver sped in a tunnel under
Place de I" Aime bridge near
the Eiffel

ol tratling paparazzi on

Tower 10 shake

motoreveles
I'he car crashed into the
center divader, bounced mto

the right wall, and was

decimated mmto
crumpled metal and broken
plass. The lovers and the
driver died Only the wound
cd bodyeuard survived

Mothet
known as the Liv-

e Samt

A week later
Teresa
slumped in bed
at 87 ||1L. convenl U’I hk'l'
Missionaries of Charity in
Calcutta at 87 on Sept. 6
and succumbed to persistent
iliness. Her body clad in a
simple white blue-lined san
was placed on a bed of 1ce
amud Mowers as 3,000 peo-
ple. among them the aban-
doned and the poor she had
served. stood outside in the
raimn

“It 1s rather lovely to
think that Mother Teresa,
who was very friendly with
Princess Diana, should have
gone so soon to join her.”’
declared the head of Brit-
ain’'s Roman Catholic
Church, Cardinal Basil
Hume

HIGH-PROFILE
DEATHS

Diana’s

Nobel

T'eresa’s

and
Mother
demise headed a

tragedy

laureate

list of high-profile obituar-
ies including Chinese lead-
er Deng Xiao-ping, Zaire
strongman Mobutu Sese
Seko, and Itahan designer
Gianm Versace

Versace was shot Lo
death by bovish senal kill-

er Andrew Cunanan. a Fil-

¢

a hulk of

MOTHER TERESA, PRINCESS DI: Charismatic.

ipmno, on a Miami. Florida
street just as he was aboul
to enter the gate of las
mansion. Cunanan cluded
the police and retired Lo lus
houseboat where he shot
himsell with the same pis-
tol that killed Versace

Among 1997 losses were
sleepy-eved Roberi
Mitchum. melodic folk and
pop singer John Denver, 53
and gangly Jimmy Steward
whose wistiul memonry
‘brought us the wrresistible
thought that love 1s forey-
er, honesty wins and it's a
wonderful hife”

Storv  teller lnmes
Michener, 90, who wrapped
his blockbuster hiction like
Hawaii, Texas. Centernnial
and /berra with lstorical
fact
Austin. Texas
later, the chronicler of the

cdied m lus home in
Two davs

rich and famous Harold
Robbins, 83, died of heart

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

failure at Desert Hospital
in Palm Springs. Califorma
Robbins left home and high
school at 15 As a grocen
clerk, he noticed the big
demand for canned goods
At 20, he
daire
Robbins™ first
Never Love a Stranger
became a best-seller made
mto a movie starring Steve
McQueen. The Carpetbag-

was a million-

novel

gers (1961) was mspired by
reclusive billionaire Howard
Hughes who was Jonas
Cord in the book
* VIOLENT DEATHS
Violence erupted as tour-
1sts vasitting the Egyptian
temple of Queen Hatshepul
im Luxor across the Nile
River were met by a bar-
rage of gunfire from Islam
msurgents fighting Hoam

Mubarak’s government. Of

the tourists mostly from
Europe and Japan, 68 were

killed The six gunmen fled
to the ncarby hills and
battled police for two hours
All six gunmen were killed

Mexican peasant villag-
ers praving in church in im-
povernished Chiapas state on
Dec. 22 were fired upon by
ruling partv lovalists, some
of them i uniform, with AK
47s. As mothers with ba-
bies, men carrving toddlers
by the waist fled down the
mountamside, the pursuing
gunmen kept firing until the
packed carth along the nv-

er was red with blood of

45 killed and 25 wounded

It was the deadliest at-
1994
when the Zapatista National

tack smce January |,

Liberanon Ay rebels rose
to demand rights for the In-
dians and 145 were killed
before a ceasefire took place
two weeks later

Earher in 1997, diplo-
mats and olTicials ot a Jap-

ancse Embassy reception in
Lima, Peru were held cap-
tive four months by rebel
until commandos infiltrat-
ed the compound and killed
the hostage-takers in the
rescue effort

At Rancho Santa Fe near
San Diego, Califorma, 19
disciples of Heaven s Gate
cult mixed vodka. apple-
sauce and phenobarbital
which they drank, then
shpped plastic bags over
their heads i mass suicide,
in response to the appear-
ance of the Hale-Bopp com-
¢t. They believed they were
headed for a better life
among the stars

BRITAIN LEAVES
HONG KONG
'he British colomal pe-
nod ended in Hong Kon
at midnight June 30, 1997
after 156

years, Prince

(Next page, please)
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PATHOS IN 1997

Charles presided at the
handover of the 1,000-
squarce-kilometer arca (o
China’s President Jiang
Zemin amud carmival festiv-
ihies and pyrotechnics daz-
zling the evenimg sky

- - -
FLLU FOR THE BIRDS
Chickens disappeared
from Hong Kong s markets
and restaurants as 1 3 mil-
Lion of the ducks

'__._‘._,LJC.‘\L" t|1|it|i ;tllli '..'JIE'L'L‘ l)l“

fowl

gecons were slaughtered

slarting Dec 29 aller owr
persons L{'-_'il .H\\l l'l'-']:‘. Werc
infected with H5N]

called bird Mu

VITUS

The virus previoush con-
fined 10 chickens and other
birds had spread 1o humans
At least 46,500 people were
decimated. 45 of them n
Hong Kong, when the Iu
epidemic spread worldwide
in 1968 In 1918. more than
20 mulhon people died of
the Spamsh (lu

Hong Kong import ol
75,000 chickens a day from
mamnland China was banned
on Christmas Eve It was
suspected the virus came
from there. China pledged
to monitor farms and to
screen poultry in Shenzen
Citv across the Hong Kong
border before exporiing
them to Hong Kong

Venders at 1.000 poul-
try stalls and a crowded
Mongkot district market
killed entire flocks under the
gaze of health inspectors
In 160 chicken farms and
39 mixed poultry farms
1.000 government workers
bundled the birds i plastic
contamers and pumped n
carbon dioxide. The remains
were sterilized and dumped

in eight landfill sites
L L L

GLOBAL FOOD
CRISIS
Food crisis gripped 31
countries due to weather ad-

FOOD CRISIS:

versities, and civil strife in
Africa. El Nifo-<induced
drought during Asia’s just
started cropping scason
Global food and slumped 10
the small-
est since the mid-1950s
Cereal harvest fell by 70

4.9 milhon tons

percent i the most sparse-
Iv-populated country
Mongoha, Chronic malnu-
trition rose 25 percent. The
breakup and sale of farms,
high interest rates and crit-
ical input shortage plus
madequate ram caused the
decline of Mongohia s
716.000-ton wheat produc-
pon i 1990 1o 220,000 ons
n 1996 Mongolia now pro-
duces onlyv 60 percent ol s
cereal needs, a 90.000-1on
dehont for 1997- 109K
North Korca s situation
was worsened by two vears
ol catastrophic Noods, se-
vere drought and typhoon

Imports arc increasingls

Bad weather.

straned by lack of foreign
exchange The drop in do-
mestic cereal producthion and
chronic cconomic difficul-
ues will cover less than one-
hall” the consumption
illll\'}‘.'il
creased ten mullion tons
below the 1992- 1993 |evel
and 37
19496

food amid de-

percent from the
7 7 million tons
Al (ot-ton

I'he
| uropean
Commission shipment was
30 percent less than thosc
of 1995 1996 The

smaller US stock i the past

and

WO vears were just over
two million tons ol cereal
tood md
e ® »
INDON AIR
CRASHES
A Garuda Indoncsia Air-

bus with 222

passengers and
12 crew members took oll
[rom Jakarta and a half how
aller crashed mio the moun

Lo near Bush village south

of Medan. None of the 234
passengers and crew sur-
vived

SulkAar

Boemg 737-300 airlmer cx-

A Singaporc

ploded m mudair 30 min-
alter takcofl
Jakarta belore crashing on
Sumatra, killing 97 passen-

utes from

gers and six crew members
[t was the sccond major
disaster i three months n
Indonesia

The first was the Garuda
Indonesia Airbus At least
i people died in a Sempati
Fokker F-27 which crashed
after takeofT from Bandung,
West Java Al least |8 peo-
ple were killed 1 two
Merpat Airlines crashes

Ihe haze from Indone-
sin' s forest fires proved
disastrous not only to air
bul also sca transporls

lventv-nine crewmen of

India's H V. VICKRAMAN

were lost at sea when the

ship collided with super-
tanker Mount One, and sank
in the smog-cloaked Strant
ol Malacca

were rescued

Five survivors
e shghi-
Iv=damaged Mot One had

no casualts
L L .

PRESIDENTS FREED

A South Korean human
rislits group. the
Minghayup, angrily criti-
cized the government's re-
lcase ol former Presidents
Chun Doe-hwan and Hoe
l'ag-woo with 23 associales
after they were jailed last
vear lor slush lund scan-
dals. a 1979 coup and an
army massacre i which 200
people died in 1980

“The amnesty 15 a back-
ward step in our history and
will national
wounds inflicted by Chun
and Roe."” smid spokeswon-
an Lim Ki-ran of the hu-

not heal

man rights group

Ihe special amnesty was
granted by President-clect
Kim Dac-jung and President
Kim Young-sam. Alier de-
cades ol television programs
portras mg Kim Dac-jeung
as a dangcrous communist
sympathizer, every slation
on Friday broadcast profiles
glorifving him with closeups
of s beammg lace

How dare the govern-
ment think about frecing the
Presidents?™
Lim challenged

two lormer
SO manv
people were impnisoned. tor-
tured and murdered '.lll_d\'f
Chun and Rog's mulitar
regimes
« e »
NAZI VICTIMS
CGOLD
eold stolen

by Naz2 Germany [rom cons

One-sixth ol

centranion camp pnsoncrs os-
timated at $146 milhon at
1945 prices went through
the Reichbank or Nazi cen-
tral bank. according to a 23-
puge report by Swiss lusto-
rians appointed i 1Y96 10
trace the gold transactians

More of the so-called vic-
tims” gold want to Nazi cof-
fers in World War I than
gold looted from ceniral
banks or Germany § own
reserves, the report 1ssued
i Bern said. Swiss private
banks had recewed %612
miullion Nazi bullion or three
more times at wartime val-
ues than acknowledged

I'he gold was melted
down and traded as bullion
from the Reichbank. said
Stuart Eizenstat of the US
State Department hunting
down the looted gold
Eisenstat said the new Swiss
figures went bevond ““what
was in our report

A 4 1-nation London con-
ference was a mlestone
a two-vear effort by Holo-
c¢aust survavors and Amer-
ican Jews lo provide resti-
tution for Hitler's victims

(Page 4, please)
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A new lund based on gold
stll held by the US., France
and Bntain 1s expected to
be unveiled in addition (o
$190 million fund for Ho-
locaust survivors sel up by
Switzerland this vear

L L L
CLONED SHEEP
DOLLY

I'he adult .\ll._'ﬂ'i‘ Dolly
cloned by Scottish Dr lan
Wilmut from a simgle aduli
cell was hiving proof that
an adult cell can revert 1o
embryomnic stage and produce
a full new being. Tlas was
not supposed Lo happen even
in amphibians which can re-
generate a cut-off limb or
tail. But Wilmut developed
a perfectly healthy mammal
from a single adult cell
Dolly the clone is regarded

as a calaclysmic creature

SEPTUPLETS

Bobbi McCaughey. treat-
lor with
Metrodin. was told she conld

ed infertility
dehiver twins or triplets. Dy
Kathering and

permatologisis suggesied a

Hausgr

standard opuon when she

wias Tound carrving seven

letuses selective reduction

or the abortion of several
letuses so the others would
stand a

bemg born

better chance ol
healthy

For the deeply religious
Baplisis Bobbi, 29
husband Kenny, 27

no option

and her
that was
We were trust-
g in the Lord for the out-
U Kenny said. So Drs
Paula Mahonev and Karen
Drake delivered by caesarean

LOme

section four bovs and threc
eirls, Kenny's
\\t\\\'

L ] L -

THE NANNY TRIAI

Fhe truth of how erght-

comment

month-old Matthew Eappen
found with head mnjunes re-
allv died was not established
i the paintul Boston mur-
der nal ol the baby s En-
glish nanny au pair Louise
Woodward, 19

S i Lhe

I'he publi
Hushice ury s
sccond-degree murder ver-
dict. Then 1t saw njustice
when Judge Hiller Zobel re-
duced the verdict 10
and

Woodward 1o prison lor the

mian-
slaughter senienced
same number ol dayvs she
had spent in il

Did this mean she would
no longer return to jail or
trial”
I'he baby's death hos vet 1o

will there be a new

be resolved
OTHER HEADLINERS
« The United States-1raq
standolT over the eviction ol
six US weapons ispeclors

0

and the walkout of 62 oth-

er UN inspectors: Russia’s
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TYSON: Big bite.

successful imtercession 1n
having Iraq rescind its or-
der

cased off the wensions

banmng inspections

e But then there was a
ncar stalemate in the Mid-
cast peace process and ler-
rorist attacks on Jerusalem
persisted

# The ancient practice of
clearmng agranan land by
burning in Indonesia sparked
off at least 167 forest fires
that raged unabated and left
a hmgernng haze i Southi-
As1D
through

caslt As lires swepl
drought-sincken
Kalimantan, Sumatra island
and Jajawngava, smoke from
brush fires in Thatland s
Phuket area was walted over
o Palawan and southorn
Mindanao

e The Pathhinder
probe lands on Mars

e NATO mvites Poland

and the Czech Re

SpNIce

Hungan
public 10 jomn
o Zaire s Mobutu Scse

scko, ousted by civil war

dics 1in exile

. o Lelust partics win
French parhamentary eleg
Hons

o Mushim violence shakes
Aeerna

o Swiss banks reveal Ho
locast nccounls

o Mir space sttion tron
!1[1_'\
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BITE TOPS
SPORTS
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Mike
the top 1997 sports story not
but for
biting a chunk off Evander
Hollvfield's car in their June
28 WBA utle bout in Las
Vegas: With s first buie
I'vson spat oul a piece of
Hollvhield s right ear. When
the fight was resumed after
a few

I'yson made 1t to

as a heavvwelght

minutes, Tyson bt
Hollyvfield's other ear

Tvson was lined $3 mil-
lion and stripped of his Ne-
vada boxing hcense unul
1998 The story was a run-
away winner in the Associ-
ated Press balloting of 30
sports editors of subscrib-
ers over the globe except the
US

I'vson s release from jail
oIl A4 mpe conviclion was
voted No. 1 n 1995 His
jatling on the rape case was
No 2 1992 Hollyvfield's
Lith round victory in their
first Night was rated No
in the 1996 poll
Miss

Hingis (ook over tennis

2

Martina

[(\I'I

SI1SS

16 with
most ol
kneg
French

spol il the age of

stethr Gral ot Ton

because ol
Oy

Open cluded Hingis

e sean
T 1he
who
hard-hitting Iva
But she
73 of 80 matches dur-
capturcd 12

tiles and camed %3 4

lost 1o
Mamoh of Croalia
won
g the yvem
nul
T

In the Wimbledon final

battle of 16-vear-olds, Hmms’
triumphed over Russian
Anna Kournikova and be-
came the voungest finalist
this century. Only Charlotie
(Lottie) Dodd was a young-
er Wimbledon champion ai
I5 in 18R7

he third place story was
the awarding of the 2004
summer Athens
which beat Rome and three
other finalists in the Inter-
national Olvmpic Commut-
tee vote on Sept. 25

Fourth placer was Tiger
Woods™ 12-siroke Masters’
victory as the first non-white
to win a Major Woods won

games 1o

four goll events and more
than $2 million prize mon-
ey in 1997
Fifth was Canadian driver
lacques Villeneuve's Formus-
la One championship despite
being rammed by rival
Michael Schmacher who
escaped without a ban or
fine

Jan Ullrich’s victory in
the Tour de France. the first
by a German, came in sixth

Kenvan runner Wilson
Kipketer representing Den-
mark broke Sebastian Coe's
[6-year world record in the
800-meter run and was un-
defeated in 1997

I'he top soccer story was
the $55 million transfer of
Brazilian superstar
Romualdo from FC
Barcelona to Inter Milan

Michael Jordan and 1t
Chicago Bulls winning the
NBA utle for the fifth time
in seven vears placed ninth

In tenth place was the
World Cup in France wath
ltals barely
through. Jamaca, Japan and
Iran made 1 the first
ume

scraping
[or

Sergei Bubka's sixth
straight world pole vault title
100 Pete
dominance ol
world men s tennis got a
But with
absent from
('I\CIT

201 points

Sampras
mere 81
A

the

POINLS
Agassi
Australian
Sampras won a mnth Grand
Slam ntle
later. won his tenth with his
fourth Wimbledon In win-
nimg sy other lournaments

and six months

Sampras became the onl
plaver in the Open era besid
hmmy Connors (1974-78)
No. | n Ine

consccuuve vears

o linish
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NEW DRUG
VS. STUTTERING

THE kind of drugs doctors use to
treat Tourette’s symptoms. known as
neuroleptics, might also ease stutter-
ing.

These drugs target dopamine, the
chemical system in the brain that is
involved in Tourette’s and other move-
ment disorders, including Parkinson’s
disease.

Many neurologists think that the
difficulty Parkinson’s patients have in
walking and initiating movement par-
allels the difficulty stutterers have in
speaking. Nevertheless, most stutter-
ers see speech therapists, not neurol-
ogists, about the condition

While up to 15 percent of children
stutter. the percentage falls off dra-
matically as children age Even so,
for nearly S percent of the popula-
tion, stuttering persists throughout life
and can be a serious problem

Speech therapy helps, but its ben-
efits usually end as soon as treatment
ends. Current treatment for people
who stutter often begins and ends with
speech therapy

But now there is reason to hope
once more that drugs -- an approach
to treatment tossed aside more than
20 years -- ago could help

University of Rochester neurolo-
gist Roger Kurlan will lead a pilot
research study of 25 people who
stutter to see whether the drug

olanzapine can help them speak more

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL WITH WAIVER

Naotice ig hereby given thot the estate of
the late TEOFISTA LANOT MIRANDA and
APOLONIO MIRANDA who died intestate and
without a will at Boac, Marindu-que on Sep
tember, 1987 and November 15, 1991 respec
tively, had been extrajudicially settled with
waiver, respactively, by their heirs as
by a Deed of Extrajudicial Settlement With
Walvar as per Doc. No 36, Page No 9, Book
No. 594, Series of 1997 dated December 2
1997 executed belare Notary Public, Jose S
Padolina of

evidenced

wezon City

WE FORUM

Dec. 29, 1997, Jan 5 & 12, 1998

fluently. The drug was approved earlier
this year and is used to treat psychi-
atric disorders

Unlike older, similar medications
that showed some effectiveness azainst
stuttering, olanzapine does not cause
side effects such as drowsiness and
depression

“If you dig out the old literature
about stuttering, you'll find that there
were many studies that indicted that
certain drugs known as neuroleptics
were eflective in treating stuttering
But they were pretty much abandoned
in the early 1970s because they had
too many side effects " savs Kurlan
“Now we have better drugs with fewer
side effects ™

Kurlan, an expert on Tourette’s syn-
drome, became interested in stutter-
ing when he noticed similarities be-
tween the two disorders These in-
clude tics like eye-blinking and a
tendency toward obsessive-compul-
sive behavior and attention-deficit
disorder

Around the same time, speech ther-
apist Enid Hymes also noticed symp-
toms of Tourette’s in patients she was
treating for stuttering. The two be-
gan exchanging patients

“The groups looked exactly the
same -- we were looking at the same
symptoms from two different view-
points,”” says Kurlan ““The clinical
picture for stutterers is almost iden-
tical to Tourette’s " (Manila News-
features and Commentaries)

Notice (s hereby given that the
the late JULIANA CUESTA CONII
intestate on Septembaor 10, 199/ 1n CQuszon

astale ol
who died
City has bean the subjecl ol extiajudicinl sel
hoit in o document

CAMIdavit ol Adiuthe alion

tlemant among her sole
entitled
belore Notary Public Atty

notanzed
Carlita ¥V Sembrano
ol Ouezon City

No. 40, Book No VI Sonoes of

beanng Doc No  G04
109498
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HEALTH CARE: More benceficiaries.

IMMUNIZATION IS ON TARGET
IN MOST DEVELOPING NATIONS

MOST countnes lave now reached 1m-
munization turgets excepl lor neonatal 1et-
s

Solar, 129 countries have met the mid-
decade goal ol X0 percent mmunization
coverage

Some 89 countries. meluding 59 devel-
opig nabions, have already reached the vea
2000000 gnml ol U percent mumuniZation oy -
orage

PPalio has been eradicated o many cotmn-
tries and s imewdence dreastically reduced i
olhers

According to the Himted Natuon s Clol
dren’s Fund (VINICER . ofimunization cov
crage agamst diphtherne measles: letanus
polio. tuberculosis. and whoopimg  cough
mereased 1o al least RO pereent ol children
an 1996, reduced measles deaths by Y3 per
cent and measles coases Iw Y0 percent erad
it led ]u:'lu meselected countmes. and el
mated neonatal tetinus

3y the year 20000 gt least 90 pereen|
pZalion soverage s expedled o be
manntimed sl these six dhiseases and
criddie: (e |m||nlll\v||ll-

About two mdhion elpddren die cach vean
from dhiseases that are eastly prevented Iy
VSIS

And aceordimg o VINTCER - the ol would

he greater without the current immuniza-
tion program - 2.7 million would die [rom
measles, 12 million from neonatal tetanus
one million from whooping cough, and
100,000 Tront diphthena Another 800,000
would be paralyzed by polio

B health authorines are optinustic over
new figures whieh refleet the pronising trend
m other areas ol ¢hild survival

Inder-live mortabtv rates have been
halved m the lost 30 vears

FINICED savs now means an estimated seven

o reduction that

million hives are suved vearly. However. wide
dispanities remaim between countries and
RUUTIN

Between 1990 and 2000, infant and un-
der-tive mortality s expected 1o be reduced
by a third or 16 50 and 70 per 1LOOO live
births, respectively. whichever s lower

Accordimg o HINICE]

ol five countries will achieve the goul

almost wo oul

they continue reducing mortality at the eurrent
e
| bl

Some 12 ollon ehildren under hve die

cach vear about hall of themdrom aeute
respreatory inleetions and diartheal diseqs-
s Il Brome anmumizable diseases and
malaria, and most of the rest as newboms
(Manila Newsfeatures and Commentar-

ices)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ekinds-
in depressed areas.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
litle better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

3 f‘ﬁoo

L

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves 10 become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters, And
PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL

Hot and cold in 1997, 1998

SUPER typhoon lurking east of Luzon raring to unleash

its fury and unload tons of water from its arsenal was
scared away even before it had crossed into Philippine terri-
torial jurisdiction, thus depriving parched farmland and dry-
ing-up reservoirs of vital water replenishment.

The December evenings and early mornings are cool. But
the day’s heat is summer in advance. Two days into Australian
summer, 400 bushfires raged across the state of New South
Wales, killing three firemen and destroying at least a dozen
homes. ‘

The heat has kindled forest fires in Kalimantan, Borneo,
Sumatra island and Jayawijaya which choked Southeast Asia
with smoke and brought a haze over southern Mindanao from
August to November. Indonesian farmers resorted to the ancient
agricultural practice of burning to clear land to till. This prac-
tice is called kainging in the Philippines.

Bush fires in Thailand’s Phuket area wafted smoke to Puerto
Princesa in Palawan and southern Mindanao, clouding visibil-
ity.

Peruvian fishermen mistook as good kharma the warming
of the ocean’s surface along the coasts of the Americas and
in waters of countries fringing the Pacific rim. Anticipating
bountiful harvests, they named the phenomenon El Niio after
the Christ Child. EI Nifno has manifested itself as the climatic
event of the century that is global in scope.

Because of El Nino, five million people in southern Africa
are facing famine since November that will extend into 1998.
Tens of thousands of Somali, Ugandan, Ethiopian and Sudanese
refugees who abandoned flooded camps created a refugee crisis
in northeast Kenya.

Conversely, Ecuador and other parts of South America
were hit by freak floods last month. Southern Californians are
preparing for what is forecast as one of the worst winters in
recent history.

The cost of a cup of coffee has soared after crops of coffee-
growing regions in Africa, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and
South America are stricken by El Nino. Already, 1997 stands
out as a record-breaking hottest year. The global average tem-
perature toward year-end recorded by the British Meteorolog-
ical Office was 15.43 degrees Celsius or 59.80 Fahrenheit.

There were contrasts in Australia as the cool waters sent
to the continent’s side of the Pacific by El Nifo raised the tuna
catch but the rock lobster was expected to fall and its wheat
grain was unusually shriveled.

But all is not dryness as El Niio will start cooling off in
March. And by mid-1988, it will mutate into its sister La Niia,
which will bring rains and floods in June, July and August.
' The rains will cool off the eastern ocean.

As La Nina asserts herself, it will mean the demise of El
Nifio.

There 1s hope

I TIAN L no memories o) my mother. She
wndoned me m oo cramped home where 1
crowled our ol s

slihved Lor somweline

when | was strong enough 1o search tor my

famuly | dhidn t go hungny because 1" ate
whateser [Hlound | had no nends nor plav-
mates and I blumed this on my appearance
Who swould hive swanted 1o belriend o1 |‘]i|\
Wil o craws hings sis-lepged ereature with two
threadlike thmgs lor hair on his head? Ol
course | wasn't all ugly 1 had this fine coat
ol bristles swhieh shone when | moved. | would
chimge my coat and cach tme | did the color
would be better than the last one

But it was lonely (o be all by mysell |
would cat my troubles away Sometimes, my
appetite was so much that I would eat all day
and contnue unul alter the sun had set |
told mysell that catmg ax much as 1 did wasn’t
really that bad, wlter all s was the only
thing [ was good al

Lne |].|_\ leelmg extra low 1 could not
resist tus vrge o getire Trom this world and
hde my grotesque body | wove a blanket
around me and lay masell down, | guess, |
had this unconscious wish that | would die
e my osteep il I ostaeved mysell. There was
talk about children stwrving 1o death in some
p".nla ol the world, so couldn't | starve 1o
death too?

I Tost all desire to move around, look for

HEART
AND HEARTH

_r,'-

by EDITA T. BURGOS

tood or even wish lor a fniend. [ just lay there
not even danng to dream. Surpnsingly | didn’t
feel hungry even 1T didn 1 1ake any Tood for
more than twenty days. Although 1t was dark
and cramped mside mv shell, | could feel
that something was happening o my body
[ imagined that my beautilul coat would now
be dull, my legs atrophied from 1naction and
Well,

the earher

my only two hars, long and stringy
Actually

desperation from being rejected was now being

I didn't care anvmore
replaced by o peacelul mactivity. . of con-
lentment

I 1t weren't so dark and so restnicted o
would be easy 1o hive here forever

It has been 24 davs when suddenly a thought
oceurred 11 staved inside my sell=made prison,
nothmg would happen | wouldn’t hind friends
and | wouldn™t be able to come o terms with
Without thinking
[t was

my hideous appearance
twice, | started to move and stretch
really cramped m here 11 took a lot ol twist-

(Page 8, please)
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JANUARY 5-11, 1998

Big money in extenders!

SOMEWHERE m the Philippines a sleep-
mg giant waits to be roused mto alert wake-
fulness. A fortune more significant than mere
money awaits those who find him -- and put
him to work,

The giant 1s a modest but growing indus-

try in food extenders. or subsidiarv wlam 1f

you will, developed by Filipinos millenniums

Edita T. BURGOS (From page 7)
ing and pulling before | was able to finally
make an opening on the wall of my prison
and wiggle out, | had to pause before | could
go out into the open... the sun was too bright
Strange, | felt different. The heavy sluggish
sensation that made me crawl instead ol walk
was gone
my coat was stll as green and shiny. I al-
most fell. | saw scales nstead

The green | loved so much was now a red.
yellow, black and white. When [ turned to

take a closer look metallic iridescent hues ol

blues and greens glhimmered [ couldn’t be-
lieve what I saw. These were not abdominal
legs with hooks [ tried to move them and they
spread out | shifted some more and they flapped
Bur 1t felt most comiortable when they
held together vertically

A leeling ol joy engulled me and | jumped
Lo make a cheer but instead ol (alling with a
thud these things spread out and carned me
up mn the air! T was flving! Gettng used 1o
being able to fly, 1 went to the nearest bush
where there was activity. 1 knew even belore
I tned that there would be food and Imends

| have finally met some relatives and they
say that we have about 30,000 cousins, Nat-
urally it makes me very happy to know that
I belong to the Lepdoptera clan

But to this day I cannot fathom how dark-
ness, loneliness and hard work can end in
something they call lovely, beautiful and graw-
ifving.

wWere

When | looked back 1o check 1ff

ago Now 11 has started leaplrogging onto
more dinner tables as times grow harder and
foods scarcer
caling 1l

You mav even have started

This new eating habit, hike the noodle craze

comes under various names. 1t fleshes out
short rations. Many. commercial and/or home-
grown clones exist. Its closest description
tood technol-

| don't know what they mean

LR LS

makes 11 a denvative extender
ogisls say

The extender game is practised in diverse
shapes and forms

In some urban houscholds the ever ubiy-
uitous rice (easier to find in cities than m its
original sources of supply) 1s splashed with
blood-red droplets of banana ketchup. T other
places, the cercal 1s showered hightly wath
water, a pmeh ol salt, and 1t's ready 1o go

Another vanation uses ordimany evaporut-
ed or condensed milk souped 1 witl the rice
And m those lucky

carabao mulk s sull Tound. the consumer lets

rural houscholds where

lus cereal swim an lat globules ol this niel
and nounshimg lood e adds notling bul
salt -- and his gusto

;

[hese systems ol meal-extendimg have been
both least and Famime loods [or Filimnos and
other riee-eaung peoples simee hime imme
mortal. [l riee 1s hard 1o get, root crops. even
hall=ripe bananas, do just as well: a ginamius
add-on makes 1t a vemal sin

Since nee 1s todav at least statistically lact
it seems logical to ask: what does the sleep
g giant food extender industry offer that
could blow away the twin specters ol hunger
and malnutrition? What foods. formulas o1
elixirs exist that haven t already been explonted
noodleized and sold by the food natonals

and multunations?

TyRRY

A lot more. 1t would seem
salt, ketchup or milk

besides Just

Ihe long coastlines of the Philippines are
full of therr raw matenals exotic marme hle
created with. the nucroscopie plunkton, the
dhaper food of most marme hife |ish phstles
from patis (o helong belong, balao balao
ginamus. heko, bagoong Pangasinan o
Bedavan. wiich are all the names | recall
But there are also casual sauee additves and
indigenous spices. home-made mixes ol vin-
egar, soy and anvthing else that falls out of
the Kitchen verandah Every tiny lishing vil-
lage, every hamlet, has its own versions

T ry

Other raw matertals for unesploited ex-
tenders also come from plants, trees, the
produce of many vallevs, forests and plains
Ihe seas predominate as a major source
because ol the bewildenng vanety of theun
cham ol hie, as we shall presently see Cooked
singly or i combmation with other mgredi
their taste accents and adds

ents Zesl o

desolate meals Their cargoes ol protemn

calerum, minerals make them even more
atlracuve
sanss

Ihs as what makes the languorous lood
extender industry so exeiting The brand-name
corned beel. trankiurier and hamburger mak-
ers hold a hammerlock on the A and B class
consumers -- but watch the dust the moment
universal

pampahalo. or nux. with the fresh clean taste

someone  comes  up with a

ol the veeans and the vountrvside on 1t

Nutritionists and health experts agree: There
are more health-giving substances, more pro-
tems, caleium and essential elements, to be
found m simple brews or extenders than on

supermarkel store shelves. The prices of such

| EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

standby wlems, at least i the isolated places
where they are made, are also much lower

lhe dilemina remains: how can tns rice
native resource be packed and transported from
their sleepv lnding places to the places where
they can be processed and later sold to the
buyers that want them?

First of all it's necessary that role-seekers
are told what they will find inside the national
tood bodega. This information 1s known to
homelolks, spinster aunts. home economics
Leachers, lishermen or loresters, even the vendors
who sell them (they may even have the trea-
sured recipes 11 you ask them respectfully).

Some governmeni offices could be useful
I'he Bureau ol Plant Industry. for one, helped
sel up some ol the biggest names in today’s
restaurant. food-processing and agri-business.
Today's new giants won't need as much ground
floor help B3ul they still need to know the
what's, the why's. the how’s and how much
Ligures

T11:]

Participants in this grand design for food
survival must know: The great manne food
chain, source of the tiny one-celled materials
that process nutnients belore we catch them
[urther up the cham, 15 vulnerable, Before man
can convert therr products into exotic wlam,
bagoong, sauces, extenders or whatever, they
must be protected against environmental wrong-
domg

TITY]

I'hat puts a heavy burden on the still dormant
lood extender effort Bananas -- banana ketch-
up — may not be aflected Bul the fate of this
sparkling food in our tight future could be

Republic of the Philippines
Regional Trial Court
Fourth Judicial Region
Branch XVIII

cm except pls
that ol the subdivision survev
12140-A is equal to Lot 17214

2 A parcel of land (Lot

Aug 2,

2 and 3 by Old PS: date of original survey., Dec. 07,
1996 and was approved on Oct. 24
Cad-452-D, Silang
12140-B of the subd

1973-Dec 04, 1975 and
1896. NOTE: Lot
Cadastre

plan Csd-04-015462-D, being a portion of Lot

12140, Cad-452-D
of Silang

Tagaytay City Silang Cadastre, LRC Rec. No ). situated in the Brgy of Poblacion, Mun
Province of Cavite Bounded on the N, along line 1-2 by Lot 12140-A of the subdivision
plan; on the E and NE , along lines 2-3-4-5 by Lot 12142; on the S, along line 56 by Lot
12143, all of Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre; and on the W, along line 6-1 by JP Rizal 5treet
(Provincial Road 15 00 m wide). Beginning at a point marked '*1'' on plan, being S 42 deg. B9'E.,
14 09 m from BLLM No. 1, Silang, Cavite
thence S 87 deg 43'F 13,59 m. to point
thence j deg 16°'W.. 3.562m to point
thence S 33 deg 1G6'E., I.11Tm o point
thence S 2 dug. 19'W 3. 71 m. to point
thence 87 deg. 58'W., 14.32m to paint
thence N 4 deg 19'E., B20m to point
cantaining an area ol ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN (114)
referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS cyl. conc. mons. 15x60
Rizal cm.; except pts. 3,456 6 by Old PS cyl. conc. mons, 15x60 ems.; bearings true; date of ariginal
Madlansacay St., survey, Dec. 07, 1973.Dec. 4, 1975 and that of the subdivision survey, Aug. 2, 1996 and was
approved on Oct. 24, 1996 NOTE: Lot 12140-B is equal to Lot 17215 Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre
You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at ite session to be held at Branch
RUBEN H, VEDAR, represented by his Atty-in-fact, Lilia H. Marayag, J P Rizal 5t., Silang. Cavite XVIII, Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 12th day ol February. 1998 at 8:30 o'clock in the forenoon,
thru Atty, Irineo A. Anarna, No. 11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang. Cavite praying for the then and there to present such claims as you may have to said lands or any portion thereol and
registration and confirmation of the title to the following described lands to submit evidence in support of such claims and unless you appear at said Court at thq time
1. A parcel of land (Lot 12140-A of the subdivision plan Csd-04-016462:D, being a portion and place atoresaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the |ands will be adjudicated
of Lot 12140, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre, LAC Record No ), situated in the Brgy. of Poblacion, and determined n accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter you will
Mun. of Silang, Province of Cavite. Bounded on the E.. aleng line 1-2 by J.P. Rizal 5t (Provinecial forever be barred from contesting said application lor petition) or any decree entered thereon
Road 16.00 m. wide); on the N, along line 2-3 by Plaza Libertad Street: on the E., aleng line Witness: the HON. ALFONSO S GARCIA, Judge of said Court. the 16th day ol October, 1997.
3-4 by Lot 12141, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre, and on the S.. along line 4-1 by Lot 121408 |ssued a4t Quezon City. Philippines. this 20th day of October, 1987
of the subd. plan. Beginning at a point marked ‘“1'° on plan being S 42 deg 59'E., 1409 m ATTEST
from BLLM No, 1, Sileng, Cadastre
thence N 3 deg. 19'E., B.40 m
thence S, 87 deg. 43'E., 13,68 m

Land Reg Case No. TG-BO7 LRA Record No. N-GB441

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitar General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St | Legaspi Village.
Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila, the Regional Executive Director
Region IV, L & S Bidg.. 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, the Hon Secretary, Department of Public Warks
and MHighways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, both in Manila, the Hon. Secretary, Department of
Agrarian Reform, PTA Bidg., Elliptical Road. Diliman. the Director. Forest Management Bureau,
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila, the Provincial Governor, the Provincial
Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways
District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece Martires City,
the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite, Heirs of Francisco Belardo, J.P
St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite: Heirs of Santiago Belardo, Plaza Libertad, cor
Poblacion, Silang, Cavite AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by LILIA H

beginning SAQUARE METERS. All points

MARAY AG, single, and

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
to point 2. Administrator
to point 3, Land Registration Authority
thence S 3 deg. 16'W., 8,40 m to point 4, By
thence N, 87 deg. 43'W., 13.59 m teo point of (Sgd.) SALVADOR L_ .O.RIEI.
beginning, containing an area of ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN (114) SQUARE METERS. All points Chief, Docket Division
referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS eyl conc Mons 15x60
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AGRIBUSINESS

TO EASE EL NINO’S ILL-EFFECTS

SUSPEND INTERESTS
ON AGRI LOANS

CREDITORS should suspend the interest
on agncultural loans for the time being to ease
the ill-effects of I\l Nijio

“They should also grant farmers o suffi-
cient grace period to repay thenr loans
Feodoro Mendoza, an sssociale prolessor al
the Department ol Agronomy
the Philippines Los Haiios

“Ior those who will inevitably suffer from
crop losses due to the F| Nifio-induced drought.
creditors should waive from them the criteria
on new loans and the non-pavment of loans.
Mendoza says in a position paper released by
the Philippine Peasant Institute (PPI).

During the EI Nifio season, the PPl savs a
range of options are avmlalbile, from mproving
crop insurance coverage and banning the con-
struction of golf courses to fast-tracking agrar-
an refornt

For a start, the PPl wants the government
to declare the coconut levy as public fund so
that small coconut farmers can starl using (he
funds for meome-generaling projects

Fhese options are policy imitiatives which
the government should have implemented and
completed sooner, 1t

For example, the PPl observes that had the
government provided enough funds for the
construction of urrigation facilities -- Irom large
scale to small ones such as shallow tube-wells

losses from drought could have been min-
imized sooner

IL1s also important to irrigate efficiently to
avold unnecessary expenses and to reduce long-
term problems such as the depletion of aqui-
fers, damage 10 aquatic wildlife habitats, and
soil salinity

Farmers, i turn, should also undertake

Says

sAVSs

Umversity ol

practices that reduce erosion provide ground
cover Lo protect sotl from wind, and allow
lallow periods so constant production won't
deplete soil quality

For its part, the government should improve
the coverage of 1ts Crop Insurance program,
the PPI savs, noting that farmers complain the
program has hmiled coverage and 13 expen-
sive be ol real value

Government should also seriously consider

4 ban on the construction and dc\'u]upnn.-nt of

addivonal goll' courses. In water allocation
government should put more prionity on agri-
cultural production rather than on golf cours-
es, espectally 1n areas where these two seetors
compete [or meager waler resources

In addinon, the PPl savs the government
should declare o moratonum on land conver-
sion 1o slow down the conversion ol prume
agricultural lands to other

Government should also enforce a national
logging ban until such time that sullicient forest
watershed rehabilitated Mendoza
estunated that around |12 hectares of forest
land 1s required to sustamnably irrigate a one-
larm

Hses

areas are

hecture
Agranian reform lessens the manv con-
strinnts that farmers conlront in the face of 1]
Nito, " the PPl says * Many fanmers are willine
Lo practice diversified larming provided they
own the larm thev are tilling
Agranan reform also means that tenants no
longer need to shell out Tand rent 1 addition
to other production costs. ““Given the possible
losses that drought can bring. not having to
deal with the hL.-J.Ll ache of land rent can be a
great boon to cash-strapped farmers,” the PP
savs. (MNC Agri News Service)

__AUTHOUGH ther;e is sufficient food to
Aeed the nearly 6 billion people on Earth,
“one in every three people is malnourished.

Each year about 18 million people -
mostly children — die from stary ation,
“nlnutrition, and related causes.
~_The growing world population could
overwhelm the food supply in the next
century, warps a new report from the
Johlis Hopkins University School of Public
Health,

Already, there are Signs that by 2025,

hen world papulation is projected to total

over B billion peaple, food production may
“not keep up with demand, according to
7Winning the Food Race’’ in the latest
Jissue of Population Reports published by
the Papulstion Information Program at the
“dohns Hopkins Center for Communication
'-3’rogrsms

The reasans? # combinution of poor
AMisiribution; profectionist trade policies,
growing populations, and diminishing
productive land prevents many developing

aimtries from adequately feeding their

19 the Just 40 yenrs, the Green Revolu-
,}m helped triple Tood production while
_:ﬁon tlopblcd But can the food
iy sontinue gro 'wlng faster than world

population? The outlook is uncer fain,
according to the Hopkins report,

Since 1990, global grain production has
visen only slightly, and, despite slower
rates of population growth, grain supplies
per capita have fallen, Afvica is the worst
example. It now produces nearly 30% less
food per person than in 1967,

1t is estimated that to feed a world of
9 billion people in 2050, without allowing
for additional imports of food, Africa
would have to increase food production by
300" percent; Latin Anmerica by 80 percent;
and Asia by 70 percent.

Evén North Anterica would have to
increase food production by 30 percent to
feed its own projected populations of 348
million,

In many developing countries, small
farm size and large families have resulted
in-a reduced capacity to grow food for
sale.

In some countries, with every new
generation of sons, farm plots are divided
into smaller and smaller units,

Phe report's author, Don Hinrvichsen,
quotes a Farmer in Burking Faso: “*My
grandsons cannol make a living from their
plots... They spend hall a year in
Ouapndougon doing add jobs,** (MNC)

TREES: Help sustain agriculture.

GREEN FARMING NEEDED
TO SUSTAIN AGRICULTURE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

[N THIE tropics it is important to manage
agriculture without degrading the ecosystleny
Une way to attain sustanability 1s by the
dehberate integration of perenmal trees mto

crop or hivestoek production svstems 1 a

manner that suits local conditions and 1s
profitable for smallholders

I'ree crops, oflen grown in plantations, are
sottrees of foreign exchange eamings for many
developimg countries. Such crops -- and other
such as spices — are important for smallholders
to reduce risk
through diversification of (he farming sys-
lem

as o osource ol meome and

‘Much remains to be done to increase
lood production n developing countries,” says
the Food and Agneulture Organization (FAQ),
sustamable

production need 1o be eluborated. especially

Cropping practices capable ol

for fragile ecologies such us those found n
troprcal high ramifall

In parteular, improved variethies and other
technologies are needed that it specilic pro-
duction locations and socio-economic condi-
Lons

Other contribunions will also be impor-
tant! resistance (o pests and diseases ., the 1m-
provement of quality, and the adaptation ol
!J.u.' crop o more etheent production practic-
es. such as mechanized seeding and harvest-
ng

Microscopically small lorms of plant |ife
can also be harnessed to improve crop man-
agement In rice production systems, the -
corporation ol blue-green algae or of Azolla
can provide weed control. biologically fixed
nitrogen from the atmosphere. organie mat
ter, malana control, and livestock feed (30
percenl prolein)

FAQ activities focus on assessing avail-

able production technologies and on the transfer
and local adaptation of proven technologies

For example, new hybnd rice technology
appears to have exciting promise for hybrid
seed production in countries where labor costs
are low The hybnds outyield other nices by
I5 to 20 percent. FAO already has projects
in several countries i Asia

Compared with other lield crops, yields of
food legumes are frequently low in most
developing countries. This is due to the lim-
ited introduction of improved vareties and
the madequate use of production inputs

For some field food crops, such as perish-
able roots and tubers, mereased production
should be linked to ncreased capacity for
postharvest processing and handling,

Sumilarly, the potential of tropical soybeans
as a protemn and vegetable o1l source can be
best realized by coupling ta village-level pro-
cessing

Root and tuber crops can be improved
through the use of tissue culture techniques
I'he aim is to increase the genetic variation
avatlable for breeding work and to free
germplasm and planting matenals Irom virus
mlections which are extremely difficult to
reniove by other means

lssue culture techniques have also been
used to good effect for the improvement of
so-called mmdustnal crops grown for fiber (cot-
ton), edible o1l (oilpalm), beverages (coffee
lea), sweelening (sugarcane), Navormg (spic-
es) and medicinal use, and alsa for vegeta-
hlg\;

For example, the use ol tssue culture in
sugarcane promises o almost double the su-
crose coment ol the plant, thus releasing areas
planted to this crop lor production ol other

needed crops. (MNC Agri News Service)
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AGRIBUSINESS

TO EASE EL NINO’S ILL-EFFECTS

SUSPEND INTERESTS
ON AGRI LOANS

CREDITORS should suspend the interest
on agricultural loans for the nme being to ease
the ill-effects of Il Nifio

“They should farmers o
cient grace penod to repay thew loans,
I'eodoro Mendoza, an associate
the Department of Agronomy
the Philippines Los Buiios

For those who wall meyvitably suffer from
crop losses due to the I Nifo-induced drought
ereditors should waive from them the criteria
on new loans and the non-pavment ol loans
Mendoza says in a position paper released by
the P lllll})pmi. Peasant Institute (PPI)

|)1|l|ll;.[ the ElI Nino season, the PPl savs a
range ol options are available
CrOp Isurance coyerage
struction of golf cotirses
1an retomt

For a slart. the PPl wants the government
to declare the coconut levy as public fund so
that small coconul armers can start usig the
funds for mmcome-gencrating

These options are

ilso grant suffi-
says
prolessor at

Uimversity of

Irom umproving
and banmimg the con-
lo last-trucking agrar-

projects
mitiatives which
the government should have implemented and
completed sooner, it

For example, the PPI observes that had the
government provided enough funds ror the
construchion of 1rrigation facilities -- from large
scale to small ones such as shallow tubeswells
-~ losses from drought could have been min-
mmized sooner

[t is also important Lo irrigate effciently to
avoid unnecessary expenses and o reduce long-
term problems such as the depletion of agui-
fers, damage (o aquatic wildlife habitats, and
soil salinity

Farmers, m turn, should also undertakg

l‘\|||-.'-.

Savs

practices that reduce erosion, provide ground
to protect soil from wind. and allow
fullow periods so constant production won t
deplete soil guality

LOver

For its part, the government should improve
the coverage of 11 CIop msurance program
the PPIsays, noting that farmers complain the
program has limited coverage
ol real value

Government should also seriously consider
a ban on the construchion and de velopment of
additional goll’ courses In waler allocation
government should put more Prionty on agr-
cultural production rather than on goll cours-

and 15 expen-

sive to be

Cs \'~|‘L‘\.l-'I|]\ 1 areas where these two seclors
meager waler resources

In addition. the P'PI savs the government
should declure a moratorium on land conver-
sion to slow down the conversion ol
agnieultural lands to other

Govermment should also enforce o nationl
logging ban until such (e that sufficient forest
walershed

compete Loy

prume
lses

ieas are rehablitated Mendoza
eslimaled that around | |2
land is required to sustainably tmigale a one-
lectare lamm
Agrarian miny
stramnts that farmers confront i the face ol 17
Nimo." the PPl savs. = Many lanmers are willing
W practice diversified larming provided they
own the larm they are tilling
Agranan reform o
longer need to shell out fand rent in addition
to other production costs

hechires ol Jorest

reform lessens 1) ¢on

Iso means that tenants no

Cirven the possible
having 10
deal witli the headachie of land rent can be
great boon to cash-strapped farmers,  the Il
(MNC Agri News Service)

losses that drought can bring, not

SdYs

_ AUTHOUGH there is sufficient food to
Aced the nearly 6 billion people on Earth,
ont in every three people is malnour u.hed.

Yach year abour 18 million peaple --
mostly children — die from starvation,
“malnutrition, and related causes.

_The growing wovld population could
overwhelm the food supply in the next
century, warns a new reporvt from the
“Johns Hopkins University School of Public
Health,
_ Already, there are sipns that by 2025,
“when world papulation is projected to total
over  billion people, food production may
“not keep up with demand, according to
-"Wirming the Foad Race' in the latest
Jssue of Population Reports published by
the Papulistion Information Progiam st the
Johns Hopkins Center for Communication
Programs.

The reasons: a combination of poor
AMistribution, profectionist trade policies,
“growing populations, and diminishing
productive land prevents many developing
c{:mm'lcs from adequately feeding thelr

'WORLD POPULATION COULD
- OVERWHELM FOOD SUPPLY

population? The outlook is uncertain,
according to the Hopkins report.

Since 1990, global grain production has
risen only slightly, and, despite slower
rates of population growth, grain supplics
per capita have fallen. Afvica is the worst
example, It now produces nearly 30% less
food per person than in 1967.

It is estimated that to feed a world of
9 billion people in 2050, without allowing
for additional imports of food, Aflrica
would have fo increase food production by
300 percent; Latin America by 80 percent;
and Asia by 70 percent.

Even North America would have to
increase food production by 30 percent to
feed its own projecied populations of 348
million.

In many developing countries, small
farm size and large Tamilies have resulted
in a reduced capacity to grow food for
sale.

In some counfries, with every new
generation of sons, farmn plots arve divided
into smaller and smaller units,

Ihe report's author, Don Hinrichsen
quotes o farmer in Burkina Faso: “*My
grandsons cannot make a living from their
plots... They spend hall a year in
Ouagadougon doing odd jobs."' (MNC)

TREES: Help sustain agriculture.

GREEN FARMING NEEDED
TO SUSTAIN AGRICULTURE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

IN THI tropies 1115 important to manage
agnculture without degrading the ecosystem

Une way (o attain sustmnability 1s by the
dehberate mtegration ol perennial trees into
crap or hivestock production systems m a
manner that suits loeal conditions and s
profitable for smallholders

free crops. oflen grown in plantations, are
sourdes ol Iun.'ull'l L‘\L‘h.lllpc carmimgs for many

developing countries. Such crops == and othe

such as spices - are important for smallholders
as 4 source of meome and 1o reduce risk
through diversification of the farming sys-
lem

Much remains (o be done to increase
SAvsS

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

food production in developimg countries

L-I'l‘]1['lll;_' [Hildlt;\‘\ nli'.‘l|‘h‘ ul \'[15|;1:|:|];||1I¢
production need 1o be elaborated. especially
lor Tragile ecologies such us those found
topical high ramntall

I particular mproved varieties and other
technologies are needed that fit specitic pro-
ductnion locations and sodto-economic condi-
ons

Other contnbutions will also be inipor-
nt: resistance to pests and diseases, the im
provement ol quality. and the adaptation of
the crop o more ellicient production practic-
es, such as mechanzed seeding and harvest-
g

Microscopreally small Torms of plant lite
can alsa be hamessed o improve erop man-
agement In pee production systems, the m-
corporation of blue-green algae or ol Azolla
can provide weed control, hologically fixed
nitrogen from the atmosphere, organie mat-
ter. malana control, and hvestock feed (30
percent protemn)

FAQ activities focus on assessing avail-

able production technologies and on the transfer
and local adaptation of proven technologies

For example, new hvbnd nce technology
appears 1o have exciting promuse for hybnd
seed production in countries where labor costs
are low. The hybrids outyield other rices by
I3 1o 20 percent FAO alreadv has projects
in several countries Asia

Compared with other field crops, yields of
food legumes are frequently low in most
developing countnes. This is due to the lim-
ited introduction of improved varieties and
production inputs.

FFor some field food crops, such as perish-
able roots and tubers, increased production

the madequate use of

should be linked to mncreased capacity for
postharvest processing and handling

Sumlarly, the potential of tropical soybeans
as a protein and vegetable o1l source can be
best realized by coupling to village-level pro-
cessimg

Root and tber crops can be improved
through the use of ussue culture techniques
Ihe mim 1s to increase the genete variation
available for breeding work and to free
germplasm and planung matenals from virus
mtechions which are extremely dificult to
remove by other means

l'issue culture techmques have also been
used to good effect for the improvement of
so-called mdustnal crops grown tor fiber (cot-
ton). edible oil (mlpalm), beverages (coflee
tea), sweetening (sugarcane). flavonng (spic-
es) and medicinal use. and alse for vegeta-
bles

or example, the use of tissue culture in
sugarcane promises (0 almost double the su-
crose content ol the plant, thus releasing areas
planted to this crop lor production of other

needed crops. (MNC Agri News Service)
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_ TOP OF THE NEWS

FOOD PRODUCTION NOW LAGS
BEHIND POPULATION INCREASE

"

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

ONSIDER these figures: On the demand side there are 80 million new
mouths to feed each year.

On the supply side there is a shortage of arable land and the deg-

radation of land (worldwide nearly 2 billion hectares, an area larger than the
United States and Mexico, suffer from moderate to severe soil degradation),

Then there are also the
loss of agricultural land
due to urbanization. irri-
gation problems, walcr
shortages
fisheries.

collapsing
disappearing
genetic diversity. and cli-
mate change

Attempts al reversing
these trends range from in-
troducing new seed vari-
cties (a possible second
Green Revolution). reduc-
tion of pollution and 1m-
proved irrigation to cre-
aton of urban gardens, But
whether these measures
will suffice remains to be
seen

Although the recent re-
productive revolution has
slowed population growth.
many countries find 1t dif-

ficult to feed their grow-
ing numbers. according to
a new report from the
Johns Hopkms: University
School of Public Health

Between 1985  and
1995, food production
lagged behind population
growth m 64 of 103 de-
veloping countrics

In 1996, 82 poor coun-
tries;, half of them i Af-
rica. were classified as
food-deficit countrics, un-
able to grow enough food
sufficient
funds to import it

and without

““Helping couples pre-
vent unintended pregnan-
cies by providing family
planning would slow the
growth 1n demand for
food.”” according to the

LEGAL

of Notary Public Atty. Hector

WE FORUM

Dec. 29. 1997, Jan

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late JOSE M
VARGAS who died on January 12,
been extrajudicially settled among his heirs in a document entitled
“Extra-judicial Settlement Among Heira With Waiver and Sale'’
under Doc. No. 427, Page No. 42, Book No

5 & 12,

NOTICE

1997 in Quezon City has

19, Series of 1997
B. Centeno of Quezon City

1998

LEGAL

document entitled
Doc. No. 164: Page No
Notary Public Aty

WE FORUM

Dec. 29, 1997, Jan

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late VALERIANO
DE LEON who died on January 1,
Manila has been extrajudicially settled among his heirs in a
"'"Pagbabahaging Labas sa Hukuman’
34: Book No
Irinec A. Anarna of Silang, Cavite

b & 12,

NOTICE

1985 at Parafaque, Metro

undar

68; Series of 1997 of

1998

LEGAL

A GONZALEZ, SR.. who died

among
ment of Estate’',

WE FORUM
Dec. 22, 29,

Notice is hereby given that the estaie ol the late BENJAMIN

Quezon City has been the subject of extrajudicial settlement
hig heirs in 8 document
notarized before Notary Public Atty
B Centena of Quezon City, bearing Doc No
Page No. 36 and 100. Book No. 371 and 385, Series of 1997

1997 & Jan 5,

NOTICE

intestate on July 11, 1981 ail

entitled "'Extrajudicial Settle
Hector

177 and 486

1998

Hopkins report
Slowing  population
growth would buy time to
increase [ood supplies and
improve production technol-
ogies while helping (o con-
serve natural resources
Survevs reveal that at
least 100 mullion married
women mn developing coun-
tries would preler 1o avoid
pregnancy but arc not gs-
g anx contraceptive melth-
od Finding ways 1o serve
these women 1s one part of
the solution. according (o
the report
The sooner replacement-
level fertility of about (wo
children per couple could be
recached. the
world atention could
shilt awav from the need
to increase food production
continually and toward
improving the quality of hife
for all.”" the report savs
To reach replacement-
level fertility. contraceptive
use in developing countries
would have to increase from
the current level of 30 per-
cent Lo the 73 percent level
of developed countrics.
“*Winning the food race
1s hikely 10 require decades
of eflort at international, na-
tional. and local levels,™ the
report observes, It will re-
quir¢ cooperation among
policies and programs in
agriculture, sustaable re-
source management, health
carc including family plan-

sooner

ning, and cconomic devel-
opment

““In any stralegy. reach-
ing replacement-level fer-
tility as quickly as possi-
ble provides a needed foun-
dation,”” 1l says. (MNC
Agri News Service)

LESS FOOD, MORE PEOPLE

NEW FINANCI

AL SYSTEM CRUCIAL

FHIE Assoctation ol South-
sl Asian Nathons (ASEAN)
member-ccononnes will e
o come up swaith o new [
nancial arrangement and ¢o-
operate among themselves 1l
they are 10 recover from the
hmancial ecnsis that has hit
Southeast Asia

Jesus P, Lstanislao, pres-
ident of the University of Asia
and the Pacihie, sounded this
call m a paper utled Srrug-
gling Together As .| Kegion
A copy of the paper was
obtuned by the Aanila News-
featires and Commentaries

Estamslao adnutted, how-
ever that it is a ““tough call '
saving it would require them
to undertake the " closest co-
ordination”” and the **most -
timate consultation™ on a
basis more [requent and more
encompassing than what they
were used to |3L' dni!l}.‘.

Amaong other things, they
will be required to bring 1o
bear the rates ut which thei
currencies relate to each oth-
er.agree on a rate mechanism
which will allow Tor a nar-
row band within which therr
currencies can move iganmnsl
cach other: operate such
band 1 conunon: and yvield
to a regronal consensus on a

broad range ol their ndepen-

BY ROD P. FAJARDO 111

dent decisions

Summarily, the member-
cconomies will have o “ex-
change information and con-
duct regular joint planning
exeroises where thev present
reports on their other current
status as well as their plans
he said

Estanislao explained that
since ASEAN 15 too small and
loo open a grouping to solve
the problem of eurrency vol-
atlity all by tsell, they will
have to bring in bigger econ-
onues by adopting a new fi-
nancial architecture that will
replace the dollar peg mech-
antsm

With the current currency
ersis i mind, he smd, the
cconomies opt for a looser and
weaker relationship not with
a single currency alone. but
with a “*baskel ol a lew se-
leet currencies,”” most prel-
crablyv with those economies
with which they trade mosi
dynamically

the Japanese ven will be

a natural choice because of

lapan's loans o investments
i, and trading relationships
with Southeast Asin. For the
same reason, China’s partic-
ipation wWill be just as mean-
mglul

Siee Korea and Taiper are

both Asi-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) member-
economies, they cannot be cul
ofl from the rest of East Asia
In fact, their currencies have
had to be depreciated as well
when the Southeast Asian cur-
rency suller from devaluation
l'o ensure the success of
this new linaneial architecture,
two mnter-related components
must strongly support its core
financial and structural
Under the financial com-
ponent, an adjustment pro-
gram for 4 member-economy
whose curreney has depreci-
ated signihicantly and whose
cconomy has weakened due
to structurul Maws would have
to be implemented. Here, the
economy-in-need will be given
strong and effective support
from a fund raised by the
menmbers on an ad hoe basis
cach lime a cnisis emerges
Structural component, on
calls for the
member-economies to close-

the other hand

Iv cooperate with each other
in both macroeconomie pol-
{those key
microecono-mic sectoral ad-
justment programs, by which
they can secure their long-term
productivity growth, (Manila
News-features and Com-
mentaries)

icies and n




K

*

WE

oruim

JANUARY 5-11, 1998 P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

C OMMENTARY

“TRANSACTIONAL’ POLITICS
IN PHILIPPINE CONTEXT

By BETO REYES

LOT has been said about traditional politics

and politicians in the Philippines, yet we haven't

really come around to giving them a precise
definition. For the sake of clarity and exactness, let us
expound on this much utilized concept that is expected
to be applied even more in the coming due to the
character of the Lakas presidential ticket.

lhe Philippine political
svstem was |ht.‘ lruit ol 1.11!.'
transplantation i the Philip-
pimes ol American liberal-
democratic institutions nto a
largely Spamish-1mitiated socio-
economic and cultural founda-
tion

The socio-economic sub-
structure can best be desenbed
as a leudal system lorded over
by caciques and hacenderos
of Spanish and Chinese ex-
traction who later developed
considerable nterests in the
limited industrial sector put up
by the US colonial government

I'he cultural traits pertinent
to our subject are the so-called
compadre, tavo-fayo, and
extended lamily systems. An
ethme tendency 1S umportant
as well: regionalism

[he compadre system uses
the godiather relationship ol
the Catholic Church as a ce-
ment n bonding personal re-
lationships;, usuallv between
males. Tavo-tavo 15 the clas-
sic small group mentality,
traceable to the country's tribal
and archipelagic configuration

I'he extended family sys-
tem (not to be confused with
1ts sociological equivalent)
creates a large network of blood
relations beyond the immed-
ate family. The regional
predisposition on the other
hand, extends the rayo-rayvo
system to the level of the
region

lhe political system that
arose out of thus transplanta-
tion was an elite dominated
representative democracy. The
representatives to the Philip-
pine Assembly, the Philippine
Senate and later on the Phil-
ippine House of Representa-

tives ivariably came from the
cactgue class from the largel
feudal countrvside

Ihe power relationships
soon antertwined with the
personal relationships which
were guded by the compadie,
and
I other
words. questions of authority
economic lavors, and positions
within the government and the
burcaucracy all came under the
gambit ol the above 1dio-

tavo=tavo, extended-tamily
|C_&‘.IUIIEIII\1 e ethos

svncrasies

Flections were also heavi-
Iy decided by who was rich
his web ol r'rmrrn.'ir'n"rr'\
and Imends
national stage

rela-
and on the
the number ol
region

With the prolongation ol the
teudal system and the able use
of ““transactional politics,  the
cconomic and political elite has

lives

yolers i vou

been able to preserve then
power and nfluence as well
giving
nasties
g1omn

After World War 11, there
came a major addinon o the
practice of Philippine politics
guns, goons and gold (the three
G's). The money part came to
be the most utilized
though 1llegal, 11 was the most
subtle means to win elections
compared (o terronsm

In the more than 30 vears
of the post-war political sys-
tem in the Philippines, 1s
socio-economic and cultural
foundation has remaimned es-
sentifilly the same as when the
US transplanted their form of
government 1n our milieu al-
most a century ago. The Phil-
ippine legislature continues Lo
be under the strong sway ol

way to “‘political dy-

m almost every re-

because

POWER RELATIONSHIPS
INTERTWINE WITH
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

tradional pediticos and ther
[ammhes

foday, a person 15 more
likely to win i an electon 1l
he belongs to the local ¢hie
and takes advantage ol the
relationshups acerung (rom tus
soctal position. A politician
who rides on this readv-made
svstem is called a traditional
politician

A wraditional
relies on the archuic
ol patronage, pork-barrel
nepolism, compadrizmo and
tavo-tayo 10 win elections,
amass public monies and con-

politiciun

svalem

solidate Ins position

After the EDSA revolution
popular ricdhcule began (o be
heaped on traditional politi-
crans (demsively called trapos)
ol the martial law
experience and slight changes
i the country s polinecal econ-

because

omy 1.e the nise of non-tradi-
tronal pohiticians

[hese new leaders began
to espouse a new kind ol
politics, tus lime based on
issues and not personalities,
one that observed the party
system ns can be permitied
and one that was guided by
the simple but fundamental
principles of honesty, integn-
ty, and clean govemment

Cowy Aquino tried to it into
this mold, but she was ham-
pered by her hacendero lin-
cage At any rate. she success-
fully maintained an image ol
incorruptibility

Fidel Ramos was the [irst
truly non-trapo to be elected
President. By this we mean
he did not take advantage of
the old system but gol elected
on the basis of his performance

at LDSA. Cory s endorsement

imd the electorate s rejection

ol traditional politicians
Mans

ol the

itribute the success
program ol
administration o
the thel thatr bemg o non-tra-

CCOnoImic

the Ramos

ditional politician, he was not
backward
monopolistic mterests that were
holding back the economy

beholden to the

I remains a big puzzle why
a non-tradivonal politician like

DE VENECIA: Tradpol?

President  Ramos  would

anomt " a traditional politi-
cian like Speaker Jose de
Venecia to be the Lakas stan-
dard bearer in the coming
presidential elections

De Venecia fits the tradi-
tional politician delinition
perfectly  He was very close
to the late President Marcos
being one of Marcos™ ablest
lientenants in Pangasinan. Al
the height of martial law, he
utihzed lis close personal
relutionship with Marcos to
secure huge loans [rom gov-
emment tending institutions

But de Veneda s tradional
politics hes most in the way
hie has bult up Lakas, how he
won the Speakership in the
House, how he has managed
10 pass admimistrauon hlls, lus
handhing ol the
Countrywide  Development
Funds (CDF). and the manner

mlamous

bv which he won the recently
held Lakas consultation

lle has managed 1o cnuse
through the above challenges
by masterlully weaving a com-
plex of relationships based on
patronage and centered on his
person. Ile has nol hesitated
to use government funds to
weld lus orgamization togeth-
¢r, and this has paird off hand-
somely. His latest accomplish-
ment, of course, is the Lakas
normination

His winning the straw vote
i the Lakas consultation was
not achieved overmight, It was
the product of vears ol culli-
vating patron-subject relation-
ships among the congressmen
and local officials mstrumen-
tal in this cultivation was the
CDF, and the endless list of
lavors bestowed on the polit-
(Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)

1C08

PROLIFIC R&D WRITERS -

- The Phillppine Council for Agriculture, Foresiry and

Natural Resources Research and Development-Department of Science and Technology
(PCARRD-DOST) recently conferred the PCARRD Professional Media Awards (PPMA)
on three staff members of R&D Network employes. PPMA for print category, PCARRD
level, was given to Ms. Ofelin F. Domingo (second from right) of the PCARRD-Agricul-
tural Resources Management Research Division, while print category, regionul level, was
conferred on Dr. Anselmo S. Roque (third from left) of the Central Luzon State University
(CLSU). The PPMA broadcast category, regional level, was awarded to Ms. Velma S.
Encanto (third from right) of the Department of Agriculture-Region 6. Science Secretary
William G. Padolina (extreme left), Education Secretary Ricardo T. Gloria (second from
left), and PCARRD Executive Director William D, Dar (extreme right) pose with them
after the awarding ceremony held during the recent 25th anniversary program of PCARRD.
(J.C. Jara, S&T Media Service)
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