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An ointment mixed with bear’s bile, two species of

centipede and an amino acid derived from snake’s

fat saved from amputation a gangrenous hand

Borneo’s ‘miracle cure’
excites British medics

By JOE FERNANDEZ

OTA KINABALU — London doctors are
all agog over Borneo’s age-old jungle brews
after a traditional concoction saved a Brit-
ish soldier’s gangrenous hand from amputation.
Hong Kong-based Sergeant Bob Mann, 37, and

, Messrs.  Mann  and
Mayfield. being among the
youngest and fittest in the
expedition, were sent ahead
to get help for the other
stranded soldiers.

Sgt. Mann slipped and fell
on his razor-sharp machete as
the duo fought their way out
through the mountainous jun-
gle terrain. With his two fin-
gers nearly severed and his
palm deeply slashed, his hand
rapidly became infected in the
tropical heal.

“The wound was black and
stinking," said the soldier after
he found help. “There was no
way I could keep the flies and
insects off it. I was deliri-
ous, practically hallucinating
by the time we saw this vil-
lage on stilts.”

The two soldiers had found
Melangkap Kapa, a liny
Christian village on the low-
er reaches of Mount Kinabalu.

Kindergarten  teacher
Roselin Marupin, 27, and
housewives Daimeh Gumbans
and Sarimah Sarayan quickly
washed the wounds of Messrs.
Mayfield and Mann with hot
water.

They rubbed a potion on
Sgl. Mann's wounds which

were more serious. The po-
tion — an ointment mixed
with bear's bile, I1wo species
of centipede and an amino
acid derived from snake’s [at
— cleared the pus on” his
wounds and stopped the bleed-
ing.
The Briton recalled the
ordeal: “It burnt like fire but
after a few minutes all the
black skin had gone. After 20
minutes, my hand looked as
if it had been in a bath for
five hours, :

f “My doctors tell me that
I should regain full use of
my hand which otherwise
could have been amputated,™
he added. o

Other members in the
stranded British Army expe-
dition were rescued within
three days by helicopter, Three
members were, in fact, found
the same day Messrs, Mann
and Mayficld reached Mec-
langkap Kapa.

Britain's National Poison
Unit in London is studying a
sample of the Melangkap
Kapa cure used on Sgt. Mann.

“Removing dead flesh from
around a wound is standard
procedure in western medi-
cine." said Dr. Virginia

Lance-Corporal Richard Mayfield, 25, were part
of a 10-man British Army expedition which got
lost while mapping remote Low's Gully, 427 miles
up Mount Kinabalu in Sabah.

Murra}', a Brihish expert in
folk and tribal cures. "It is
possible this potion works by
attacking dead flesh, Perhaps
this mixture changes the
chemical structure ol the
venom so thal it attacks dead
but not living tissue.”

Generally, certain snake
venoms from species [ound
in Borneo kill by destroying
living lissue.

British military doctors are
also interested in the
Melangkap Kapa cure among
other age-old Borneo jungle
brews.

“We want to know whal
the medicine consists of to
see if we can adapt il for use
in any way,"” said the Royal
Army Medical Corps in a
stalement.

“Traditional herbal prepa-
rations have been known to
cure wounds, cracked and
even broken bones,” said
Sabah Museum curator Joseph
Guntavid. “Different herbal-
ists have their own prepara-
tions. But most of these re-
quire the concoclion to be
rubbed on the alfecied arca
of the body."

Mr. Guntavid said one
potion known is made from

BSP INCOME: President Ramos receives from Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Gover-
nor Gabriel Singson (extreme left) a check for P8.8 billion representing the bank’s
income for fiscal year 1994 during the BSP’s 2nd anniversary celebration recently
at its main office along Roxas Boulevard. Shown with them are, from left, Finance
Secretary Roberto de Ocampo and BSP Deputy Governor Andre Navato. (Malacafang

Photo)

44 plant species and can
apparently cure some 15 ail-
menis.

" “The potion is made by
extracting the juice [rom ci-
ther the leaves, bark or root
of the particular plants by
boiling,” he said.

Sabah Museum has iden-
tified about 500 species of
ferns, shrubs, herbs and Irees
for their medicinal properties.

The Museum has created
a 43-acre Ethnobotanic Gar-
dcn'in the outskirts of Kota
Kinabalu with 14,137 individ-
ual plants from these species.

Examples include coconut,
sasapai lambaka, pegagoh,
mandahasi, gosing, sapang,
betel nut and guava.

A sampling of traditional
cures recorded by the Sabah
Museum showed that these
plants could be used to cure,
among others, skin discases,
sprains, muscle problems,
swollen glands and organs,
dysentery. diarrhea, intermit-
tent fever and headache,
malaria, swellings, venereal
disease, irritations of the eye
and stomatitis, bleeding, fe-
ver and lethargy, gastritis, and
stomach-ache.

“All these plants contain
natural biochemical com-
pounds which can aid in the
healing process,” said Mr.
Guntavid. "It is not advisable
to experiment with such herbs
without having substantial
knowledge of the herbs or the
methods of concoction,”

However, few people have
knowledge on the traditional
medical value of local plants.
Also, the traditional chants
and rites that go with age-
old jungle brews are never
revealed.

Still, the Sabah Museum
has gathered valuable knowl-
edge on the medicinal value
of many local plants, includ-
ing the Melangkap Kapa cure.
(Depthnews Asia)

Bees sweeten

farmer’s income

By ROBERT L. DOMOGUEN

BACNOTAN, La Union — Unknown 1o many Filipino
farmers, beekeeping or apiculture is one of the most im-
portant forms of agriculture in the world, reported Dr.
Paul Sito, director of the country's Apiculture Training
and Development Center (ATDC) based at the Bacnotan,
La Union, campus of the Don Mariano Marcos Memorial
State University (DMMMSU).

About one-third of the seed yield of agricultural crops
in the world is derived mainly from the pollination of
plants by honeybees. For this reason alone, beckeeping
is a very important and indispensable component of farm-
ing, Dr. Sito explained.

Filipino farmers need to adopt beekeeping in their farm-
ing systems because of the multiple benefits sil provides,
enthused Dr. Sito. He said that this industry is ecolog-
ically-friendly and yields diversified health food prod-
ucts, among others, thal have potential demand both in
the local and intemational markets. These products in-
clude honey, beeswax, royal jelly, bee venom, propolis,
pollen, packaged bees and beekeeping equipment like boxes,
frames, smokers, veil, honey extractors, honey dryers.

Since the establishment of ATDC in September 1991,
Dr. Sito said that the center has already gained expertise
in the production of almost all of these honeybee-based
products. The Fairview College of [Canada and Plan
International have contributed much to the growth of the
center both in the training of the staff and purchase of
needed equipment as well as in the construction of the
training center. Almost all of the staff have extensive
trainings in the management of bees from Fairview College.

The expertise of the center is continuously being trans-
ferred to local beekeepers to enable yural folk to appre-
ciate these honeybee-based sources of additional income,
said Dr. Sito. Initially, the center trained paratechnicians
identified by Plan International and local beckeepers
associations on practical beekeeping for a period of one
year. The paratechnicians who came from Abra, Baguio
City, Benguet, La Union and Pangasinan were then tasked
to transfer their acquired expertise to their own associ-
ations, Plan International provided most of the training
expenses of the beckeepers.

This approach yielded more than 100 family-beekeep-
ers in Baguio City alone, the ATDC noted.

These family beckeepers are more or less considered
established. They manage from three to 100 colonies of
bees. A bee colony is composed of a queen and thousands
of workers, field and nurse bees. A bee colony is kept
in frames arranged inside a tightly-sealed wooden box.

Dr. Sito said that the beckecpers harvest honey from
bee colonies at least iwice a year. One colony yields a
minimum of 15 kgs per harvest. Honey is sold in the
local market at P150/kilo.

Other trained beckeepers are now also engaged in the
sale of packaged bees. One package of 4-5 thousand bees,
including one queen bee, is sold at P1,900. A queen costs
P350.

Another source of income for established beekeepers
is the sale of wooden bee boxes and [rames, A bee box
and 10 frames are worth more than P2,000. The frames
are worth P35 each. The frames inside the box serve as
wax foundation bases. The bees use the wax foundation
to lay their eggs, rear their broods and deposit honey and
pollen. :

The ATDC which is situated on the forested mountains
of the DMMMSU campus in Bacnotan has opened its
doors to the public and would-be beckeepers. Beckeepers
who want to make their bee boxes in the carpentry shop
of the center have only to bring their own wood and pay
for the electricity being consumed by the power tools.
The staff of the center assists beckeepers in this task.

Aside from honey production, ATDC also supplements
the efforts of local producers of queen bees. Initially,
the queen bee requirements of local beekeepers are ex-

(Page 11, please)
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US-JAPAN TRADE WAR
DRAGS IN RP FLIGHTS

VIZCONDE MASSACRE CASE HINGES ON TOP SUSPECT'S WHEREABOUTS

HE Philippines was inadvertently dragged
into the running trade imbroglio between
the economic giants, the United States and
Japan, which began with the marketing of cars and
parts, then photographic film and paper, and now
the extension of air cargo routes into Asia via Japan.

The United States wamed
if Tokyo continues to refuse
Federal Express to serve Ja-
pan from its new regional base
at Subic Bay, Philippines, 1t
would stop Japan Airlines
(JAL) and Nippon Cargo [rom
transporting cargo between
Asian countries and the United
States.

The two countries disagree
on the interpretation of the
1952 bilateral aviation accord.

QJapan believes the agreement
governs only passenger lrav-
el. The US maintains il au-
thorizes Northwest, United
and Federal Express lo serve
destinations clsewhere in Asia
via Japan. Japan believes the
US is going too far in ex-
ploiting the accord and threat-
ened to retaliate if US sanc-
tions are imposed,

President Bill Clinton
wamed the US would slap a
100 percent tariff of $5.9
billion on 13 new Japanese
luxury cars retroactive to May

$.20 if Japan won't buy US cars
and parts. The US markets 80
percent forcign cars, mostly
Japanese. Only 7 percent of
Japan's dealers sell American
cars. A 100 percent tariff
would raise the price of Lexus
SL 400 sedan to $80.000 or
more, The loss of Japanese
car sales would not be wide-
ly felt in the United States.

But Japan could retaliate
against US companies by
turning elsewhere for comput-
er chips, food and other
imports, [t could stop buying
US bonds which are critical
in financing US government
operations and unload them
to jolt the US bond market
and unnerve Wall Street.

Trade Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto averted the US
sanctions on the new luxury
car models in Geneva nego-
tiations with US rade repre-
sentative Mickey Kantor. The
Japanese promised lo increase
dealers selling non-Japanese
cars lo 200 by 1996 and 1o
1,000 over the next five years

1o help US cars penelrate the
Japanese markel and 1o cre
ale more American jobs with
the purchase of more car
components,

If the pact succeeds, it
could erode Japan's domi-
nance in domeslic car sales.
IT it fails, skeptics say Clinton
will be the loser.

Toyota led Japanese
carmakers in detailing plans
10 boost US production 10.2.65
million vehicles by 1998 from
2.1 million currently and thus
cscape the strong yen which
has put them at a price dis-
advantage compared o De-
troit’s Big Three — General
Motors, Chrysler and Ford
corporations. But the US
carmakers see a Trojan Horse
victory as the Japanese 4-
Runners could take away sales
from Grand Cherokees, Blaz-
ers and Explorers.

Hardly had the car issue
been threshed out when Kantor
took up Easunan Kodak charg-
es of Fuji Film’s anti-com-
petitive practices. Fuji enjoys
86% of the lapanese markel
in photographic film and
paper, Kodak only 8%. This
contrasts with Kodak's 43%
share in Europe and 44% n
the rest of the world.

The aviation dispute may
be settled with trade-offs. If
the US gers approval for
Federal Express: Japan wants
its Japan to US aviation rights
expanded.

ceoe

NBI MOLES, BUGS

The National Bureau of
Investigation was facing a
long legal battle on the
Vizeonde massacre probe
when Director Mariano Mison
was suddenly besel by office
telephones bugged with so-
phisticated devices, and the
bureau was crawling with
moles, spies and "Judases™

pandering confidential infor-

mation for large sums of
money (o “the other camp.”

Mison, who was confident
the NBI had built a credible

By ERIC .

GIRON

case, was disgusted that “scal-
awags were on the payroll of
moneyed groups identified
with the suspects™ accused of
rape  with homicide of
Carmela, 18, her sister Jen-
nifer, 7. and her mother
Estrellita, 47, at 80 Vinzons
St.. BF Homes, Paraiaque.

Accused were Huberi
Webb, Anlonio Lejano,
Artemio (Dong) Venlura,
Miguel Rodriguez, Pyke
Fernandez, Joey Filart, Micha-
el Gatchalian, Peter Estrada,
and accessory ex-policeman
Gerardo Biong, dismissed for
allegedly burning bloody
bedsheets, rugs and other
evidence.

Deputy Director for Oper-
ations Santiago Toeledo cited
two “leaks™:

= The first affidavit Jessi-
ca Alfaro gave on April 28
to the Akhar Unit of Artemio
Sacaguing, Moises Tamayo
and Mario Garcia, which
Director Antonio Aragon
asked Sacaguing lo turn over
to Task Force Jecares (Jenni-
fer, Carmela, Estrellita) un-
der Arturo Figueras, placed
in charge of the Vizconde
probe in 1993 by then Direc-
tor Epimaco Velasco (who
retired and was elected Cavite
governor).

Sacaguing refused, saying

HUBERT WEBB: Suspect.

his unit had priority over it.
But Aragon noted the docu-
ment was not signed by law-
yer Arturo Mercader, who was
in Samar at that time. Jessi-
ca would not be able to iden-
tify him if the court asked
her to. So Aragon asked Lhat
another affidavit be made. He
died shortly after in June. The
second affidavil was duly
signed by Allorney Pedro
Rivera on May 22,

The Sacaguing team was
being tapped by defense law-
yers Lo testify that the Alfaro
slatement was inconsistent
with the first they took down
on April 28 But an NBI
source said the trio were not
aboul 1o turn into “Judases."”

* Toledo cited another leak:
the decision of Lolita Birrer
1o sign a sworn stalement
against her former live-in
partner Biong.

Factionalism surfaced at
the NBI. NBI Agents Figueras
and Federico Opinion were
summoned and reprimanded
by Justice Sec. Teofisto
Guingona because they were
allegedly feuding. Guingona
authorized Mison to be the
only spokesman of the NBIL.
Later, all press releases would
come from the justice depart-
ment.

A Webb lawyer, Vitaliano

Aguirre, noted Altorney
Mercader’s signature was not
on the first Alfaro statement,
Mison explained he was in
Samar at that time and that's
why defunct Director Aragon
had the second affidavit made.
Mison saw the defense de-
mands for o many documents
as @ ploy to stall the July 14
preliminary investigation by
Prosecutor Jovencito Zuiio at
the justice department. The
defense lawyers are required
lo present counter affidavits.

Chief Supt. Leandro
Mendoza said some of the 16
policemen investigated for the
cover-up in the initial inves-
tigation in 1991 had kept
“significant evidence” taken
from the crime scene which
they should have.submitted
for laboratory examination.
Some policemen allegedly
received bribes to muddle the
case,

PASSPORT ADO

The case still hinges on
whether or nol principal sus-
pect Hubert Webb, 27, was
in Parafiaque at midnight June
29 and early moming June 30,
1991 when Jessica Alfaro said
she saw him raping a gagged
and crying Carmela Vizconde
on the floor as the bloodied
bodies of her sister and mother
lay on the bed. Jessica said
she leammed later Hubert also
knifed Carmela and Jennifer
to death, She did not know
who killed the mother, who
was the first victim.

Sen. Freddie Webb intro-
duced documenlary evidence
to support his claim Hubert
was in the United States [rom
May 9, 1991 to October 27,
1992, which the NBI and the
Immigration Bureau suspect
are spurious.

The NBI noted Hubert's
signature on page | of his
passport dated Feb, 21, 1989
was similar to the boyish
handwriting in a California
driver's license issued June
14, 1991, But the signature
on the page¢ 3 photo of the
passport resembles that in a
US job application form which
includes the initials JP (Jef-
frey Pagaspas) of his second
name and his mother's fam-
ily name. “The passport is
deemed invalid if it bears two
kinds of signature,”" an NBI

official said.

One report said Hubert's
brother (Fritz or Jason) was
in a hurry to go to California
and had Hubert's passport
altered for P10,000 by an
Ermita expert specializing in
faking visas, photos and dates.
*So Jason had to be escoried
to the airport by his father
(Sen. Webb) so his documents
would not be questioned,” an
NBI official said.

United Airlines passenger
Carlos Cristobal said he sat
by the holder of Hubert’s
passport who did not look like
the newspaper photos of
Hubert.

Immigration Commissioner
Leandro Verceles said US
Consul Richard Peterson con-
firmed visa code-numbered
113085 was issued to Hubert
Webb in April 1989 with a
five-year duration ending
1994, Neither the US Embassy
nor the Immigration Office
has a United Airlines record
of Hubert Webb's departure
on March 9, 1991.

But legal attache Robert
Heafner certified on June 6,
1995 one H. Webb arrived in
San Francisco. There was no
departure record from the US
Immigration Office since it
is not required.

TULFO CLAIM

Ramon Tulfo videotaped
his visit o a bicycle store
which had a receipt that
Hubert Webb of 532 Avenida
Faro, Anaheim Hills, Califor-
nia bought a Cannondale
bicycle for $612.38 on June
30, 1991, The address was the
house of his mother's sister,
Susan Pagaspas-Brotman,
where Hubert stayed until July
4 or after in 1991.

Tulfo said he saw copies
of Bank of America checks
paid for work at a termite
control [irm signed by Hubert
Webb. The firm was owned
by Alex del Toro, a US-born
Mexican married to Hubert's
first cousin. Tulfo said he met
leff Peterson and three young
men who said they played
basketball with Hubert in the
summer of 1991.

Mison said if the Califor-
nia witnesses are brought to
Manila 1o testify that Hubert
was in the US when the crime

(Next page, please)
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was commilted June 30, 1991,
NBI probers will make sure
they tell the truth or they will
be charged with perjury and
detained, then deported by the
immigration bureau as unde-
sirable aliens.

A certification from a
former United Airlines sta.
tion manager, Clordeliza Ty,
that Hubert left March 9, 1991
“appeared forged,"fVerceles
said. ;

The US Embassy claim that
no visa was issued to Jason,
Fritz or Michael, three other
sons of Sen. Freddie Webb,
in 1991 bolsters the theory
that any one of them could
have used Hubert's passport.
Teresita Marzan, consul gen-
eral to San Francisco, said the
US immigration service has
no record of Hubert Webb
arriving in California March
9, 1991 or leaving on Octo-
ber 27, 1992.

Michael traveled to Tokyo
via Japan Airlines on July 5,
1991. It was not known if he

roceeded to the U.S. Surpris-
ingly, he returned 1o the
Philippines with his m other
and Hubert on October 27,
1991.

Artemio (Dong) Ventura,
said to be an alias of Artemio
Villadoli&. reportedly fled to
the US (others say it was
Australia) with his sister Beng
after the Vizconde murders in
1991. He and Joey Filart were
not represented at the June
30 preliminary investigation.
Ventura used to live at 2
Palosapis St., Pilar Village,
Las Pigas now rented by
Nenette Majaba.

The defense will present
at least ten persons residing
in the US, a priest, buanga;
officials, and neighbors at B
Homes, classmates, female
friends and four letters sent
by Hubert 10 a certain Cathy
from the US to prove Hubert
was out of the country when
the Vizcondes were slain on
June 30, 1991.

HUBERT SEEN

BF Homes barangay cap-
tain Helen Moreno told po-
lice in 1991 she had scen
Hubert Webb playing baskel-

ball on June 30 near the
Vizconde house.

NBI witnesses who altest
to Huberl's presence in
Paraiaque when the crimes
occurred are Jessica Alfaro,
former Webb housemaid
Nerissa Rosales, who claimed
she and another maid, Loany
Isatam, served three glasses
of fruit juice to Hubert Webb
and two male friends in his
room in the afternoon on June
29, 1991.

Washerwoman *( Mila
Gaviola, claimed sceing
Hubert without a shirt on
silting on the edge of his bed
smoking a cigarelle al 4 am.
June 30, 1991 when she gath-
ered the dirty clothes. She
washed Hubert’s white T-shirt
with bloodstains on the chest
and abdominal areas with
chlorox.

The NBI said Loany and
another maid, Vilma or Inday,
would be asked lo corrobo-
rate the accounts of Mila and
Nerissa.

Another witness has a note
written by Huberl (o his fa
ther on a [astfood receipl.
Accountant Carlos Cristobal
on United Airlines flight 808
on May 9. 1991 said he sat
beside the holder of Huberl's
passport who was fair-haired
and tall and did not look like
Hubert's newspaper photos.

Prosecutor Jovencito Zuiio
reminded the NBI 1o pay
attention to the cover-up angle
involving retired Capcom
Director Mariano Filart,
former Parafiaque Police Chief
Amante Asuncion and 12
Parafaque policemen. Senior
Inspector Donato Bartolome,
who accompanied Biong lo the
Vizconde house after the
massacre on June 30, returned
from Davao City and prom-
ised to lell what he knows.

ese
RIGHTHAND DRIVE

Why were righthand trucks
allowed to be imported from
Japan in the first place when
Philippine traffic which keeps
right requires lefthand drive?

Only after a righthand
drive ten wheeler speeding on
the Coastal Road in the

S

cvening of July 5 smashed into
a jecpney veering left to the
airport road, killing eight
passengers bound for foreign
jobs and those seeing them
off did the Land Transporta-
tion Office enforce the ban
on righthand drive vehicles
starting July 15. An LTO
official said the headlights of
a righthand drive vehicle is
focused on the right side,
which makes the left side a
blind spot at night. ’
eoe
RUBOUT WITNESSES

A bus driver and a bystand-
er wailing for a ride who
wilnessed policemen now
down with M-16rifles |1 men
inside a parked L-300 van on
Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon Cily last May 18 are
now 1n NBI proleclive custo-
dy. Those slain were said o
be Kuratong Baleleng bank
robber suspects.

PNP Director General
Recaredo Sarmiento ordered
a special probe leam o path-
vr more evidence after Chiel
Supt. Job Mayo was criticized
tor hastily Tiling murder
charges against the officers
linked 1o the rubout. Deputy
Director Agerico Kagaoan said
there is no basis to suspend
Chief Supts. Jewel Canson,
Romeo Acop, Panfilo Lacson
and Senior Supt. Francisco
Zubia and others linked 1o the
case because the documents
presented by Mayo were “very
weak."”

Human rights lawyers saw
a whitewash of the case in
delaying the procecedings
Kagaoan's statement confirms
“our greatest firms of a con-
spiracy to muzzle the inves-
tigation and protect the prin-
cipal respondents,” lawyer
Jose Manuel Diokno said.
“Whalt can be more damning
than the actual witnessing of
a crime by Iwo experienced
police officers ltrained in
investigating cnimes?” Diokno
was referring to Roberto de
los Reyes and Corazon de
Jesus,

The two policemen and
Myrna Abalora whose (wo
sons and other kin were among

those killed said “they were
never informed of the pro-
ceedings nor summoned to
appear before the tribunal for
rcasons that are becoming
more apparent.” These wil-
nesses risked their lives in
exposing the incident and it
“deflies %ogic 1o say they did
not want to testify,” Diokno
said.

NBI Metro Manila Chief
asked all policemen involved
in the shooting to submit their
fircarms for ballistics test, and
the papers covering the guns.

eee
OIL DEREGULATION

Senate President Edgardo
Angara and Speaker Jose de
Venecia agreed lo prioritize
measures lo deregulate the oil
industry by December 1996
as expedited by the
multisectoral lask force on
power when Congress opens
session on July 24.

The task force asked Con-
gress to abolish the Oil Price
Stabilization Fund created in
1984 which is hard put ab-
sorbing any increase in crude
oil prices and incurred a P514
million deficit as of end-May.
The deficit is expected 1o
balloon to P1.3 billion after
June because Caltex, Shell and
Petron have withdrawn Pl
billion from the buffer fund.

Now the oil firms are
passing on (0 consumers an
average P1.19 increase per
liter of oil in order lo replen-
ish the OPSF. But Task Force
Chairman Raul Concepcion
said the public, executive and
legislative consensus is 1o
“depoliticize once and for all
the price setting of oil prices
through the urgent passage of
legislation that will implement
the deregulation of the oil
industry.”

The plan calls for an au-
tomatic pricing mechanism
that will adjust prices of
petroleum products every two
months based on crude oil
price movements and the
foreign exchange rate. The
Energy Department is urged
to deregulate immediately the
construction of oil refineries,
service gas stalions, storage

terminals and tanks by the oil
firms. However, traders, large
industrial users, bus and taxi
companies, and jeepne
cooperatives can build suc
facilities.

Any oil price hike causes
inflation, higher prices of
basic commodities, and fares,
it disloeates the economy. The
counlry is placed at the mercy
of oil firms.

PEACE AND WAR

President Fidel Ramos'
emissarics have been dealing
with Nurulladji Misuari as if
only the Executive will make
decisions on Mindanao. Now
thal the two-year marathon talks
have hit a snag on Misuari's
agitation that a provisional
government be set up by pres-
idential decree without submit-
ting il to a plebiscite, Ramos
says “There is no need to pan-
ic” as the ball will soon be in
the court of Congress.

Misuari dares the President
“to be courageous enough and
not be afraid to be impeached”
as Sen. Blas Ople warned if he
approves the Misuari plan with-
oul submitting it to a plebiscite
as the Constitution mandates.
Ople advised Mr. Ramos not to
be swayed into a “posture of
begging for peace at any price”
by succumbing to Misuari’s de-
mand for a provisional govern-
ment by presidential decree be-
cause he and associates “nego-
tiate as if the Constilution were
irrelevant or non-existent.”

“No one can be impeached
for restoring peace,” Misuari
defended. He criticized Sen.
Ernesto Herrera's call for mil-
itary preparedness lo meet
Misuari's threat of war if the
peace parley collapses. Misuari
denounced Senate Presidént
Edgardo Angara, Sen. Ernesto
Maceda, Rep. Jose Zubiri and
48 Mindanao congressmen op-
posing his concept of autono-
my.

Misuari with 150 bodyguards
armed to the teeth toured North
Cotabato campaigning for
Muslims and Christians lo press
President Ramos to grant the
provisional state of 13 Mindanao
provinces and nine cilies as pro-
vided for in the 1976 Tripoli

Agreement which he forged with
the Marcos government in thej
presence of Libya's strongman
Muammar Khaddafi.

Misuari regards the Tripoli
Pact as his Bible because il is
“an international agreement
recognized even by the United
Nations.” However, it was sub-
mitted to a plebiscite by
Ferdinand Marcos and by
Corazon Aquino after him which
resoundingly rejected it.

Palawan officials passed a
resolution opposing Misuari's
plan to visit Puerto Princesa on
July 15 to attend a local auton-
omy symposium. Studenl groups
are also opposed to including
Palawan in Misuari's provisional
state plan. Only 5 percent of
Palawan’s 600,000 population
are Muslims concentrated in .
Bataraza and Balabac towns.

Puerto Princesa Mayor Ed-
ward Hagedorn said Palawan,
which is outside of Mindanao,
vigorously opposes its inclusion
in a Bangsa Moro state and this
sentiment “will never change.”
If Misvari visits his cily,
Hagedorn said he should leave
his guns behind. The mayor has
surrendered his firearms (o Lhe
government.

Misuari maintains his Moro
National Liberation Force of
5,000 to 10,000 sympathizers
armed with military firearms lo
back up his stale plan. In
Timbangan mountain village in
Indanan near Jolo, the MNLF
raises the flag of a mythical
Bangsa Moro republic and signs
its own anthem.

The MNLF has lpliulcn:g
into the bigger Moro Islamic
Liberation Front based in North
Cotabalo, the extremist Abu
Sayyaf in Basilan and scattered
“Lost Commands” engaged in
brigandage as Misuari spends
more time in Jeddah lobbying
for Organization of Islamic
Conference support. The MNLF
revolted in 1971 to press for
secession and about 50,000 died
as a result of the conflict.

If Misuari’s demands are not
met, he thrcalens a war more
disastrous than the sacking of
Ipil last April where 53 moslly,
residents were killed and the
town razed to the ground.

Land Reg. Case No. TG-491

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRAIL COURT
4TH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH XVill
TAGAYTAY CITY

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

LRA Record No. N-63891

7-1 by Lot BOSO, all of Cad-451-D. Beginning at a point marked *1" on plan being S. 71 deg. 42'E.,

505574 m. Irom BLLM No. 1, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadasire.

thence
thence
thence
thence
thence
thence
thence N

. 66 deg

, 63 deg.

. 35 deg.
. 22 deg.

62 deg.
. 63 deg.
. 23 deg.
beginning, containing an area of FIFTY SEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED FORTY FIVE (57,845)

44'E., 130,05 m.
A8'E., 74.72 m.
19'E., 114,10 m. to point 4;
26'E., 172.86 m. 1o point 5,
32'W., 137.49 m. to point 6;
34'W., 68.06 m, to poinl 7;
15'W., 282.36 m. to point of

to point 2;
to point 3;

To the Hon. Solicitor Genaral, Ollice ol the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspl Village,
Makati, Metro Manila; the Regional Execulive Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd.,
Ermita, the Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area,
both In Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Relorm, PTA Bidg., Elliptical Road,
Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City,
Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial Treasurer, the Provincial
Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management
Sector, all in Trece Martires Cily; the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite; Virgilio
Lopez, Antonio Fallado, Domingo Bathan, Anita Bayan, all in Brgy. Tartaria, Silang, Cavite; Rodrigo
Corlez, Blumentrilt §1., Tubuan, Silang, Cavite; Danilo Regodon, Puting Kahoy, Silang, Cavite AND
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above enfitled case by ALBERTO BATHAN, ET AL.,
represented by Imperial Homes Corporation, 1409 Cityland X, Tower |, Ayala Avenue corner H.V,
de la Costa, Makati, Metro Manila thru Atty. Irineo A. Anama, Alejandro and Anama Law Office,
11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavile praying for the registration and confirmation of the
title to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot 8056 as shown the plan Ap-04-006788, LRC Rec. No. ), situated in
line 1-2 by Lot 8057; along line 2-3 by Lot B379; on the NE., along line 3-4 by Lot B359; along
line 4-5 by Lot BOS5; on the SE,, along line 5-6 by Lot 14821; on the S., and SW., along lines 6-

the Brgy. of Tartaria, Mun, of Silang, Prov, of Cavite, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the NW., along’

SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and marked on the ground by
PS cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 c¢m.; bearings lrue; dale of prepared, August 15, 1992 and was approved
on April 5, 1993,

You are hereby served this nolice o appear belore this Court at its session to be held at Branch
XVIll, Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 30th day of August, 1995 at 8:30 o'clock in the forenoon,
then and there lo present such claim as you may have lo said land or any portion thereof, and
to submit evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at said Courl at the time and
place aloresaid, your delault will be recorded and the litle to the land will be adjudicated and determined
In accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter you will forever be bared
from contesting said application (or petition) or any decree entered thereon. -

Witness: the HON. ALFONSO S. GARCIA, Judge of said Courl, the 8th day of June, 1895,

Es;m? E| é}uTamn City, Philippines, this 13th day of June, 1995.

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
A True Copy: Administrator
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA I. CARAIG Land Regisiration Authority
Chiel, Publication ol Notices Section ‘ Bg:
&gd.} SALVADOR L. ORIEL
WE FORUM hief, Docket Division
July 17, 1995
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[ Y HE AYTAS — also called Negritos, Itas,
Kulots, Abellen... — belong to a group of
peoples whose race set them apart from the

rest of the populations of the country. Their black
skins and “negroid”’ features (curly hair, flat nose...)
distinguish them from the mainly Malay people of

the archipelago.

Although their origins are
still under discussion. some
scholars place the Aylas
among a group of peoples
(“Negritos”) who emigrated
from the Congo (Central
Africa) and spread through
the Pacific. They came to
what today is Papua-New
® Guinea, Fiji and the Philip-
pines about 20,000 years
before the Christian era. In
the Philippines, they estab-
lished themselves in areas of
Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao. Other descendants
of those Congolese peoples
would be the Agta of Sierra
Madre and Bicol, the batak
of Palawan, the Ali of
Western Visayas and the
Mamanwa of Surigao
(Mindanao). Other scholars
discard altogether that Afri-
can connection and consid-
er them the original dwell-
ers of this land.

Before the coming of the
Spanish “conquistadores,”
the Aytas occupied the lux-
urious forests of Pampanga,
Zambales, Tarlac and Bataan.
Their lifestyle was very much
like that of forest people in
other parts of the world. The
gathering of fruits and hunt-
ing were their main occupa-
tions and means of survival.
These activities determined
also their social organization.
Since fruits and wildlife in
any area are limiled, the
Avylas lended to live in bands
of between 2 and 15 fami-
lies. The small size of the
group allowed them to sat-
isfy their needs with the
products of the forest arca
they occupied, The band was
strong enough to hunt and
to protect itself against the
dangers of the forest. Before
the eruption of Mt, Pinatubo
a single Ayta band called
“home™ a part of 15 to 20
square kilometers of florest.

The hostile environment
helped create the close ties
among the members of the
group. Each member depends
on the group for his/her sur-
vival and the group needs the
participation of all to pro-
vide for its needs, This is
why Ayia bands lead highly
communal lives in which all

share in the work and ben-
efit equally from its fruits.

Their religion is also deep-
ly rooted in their habitat.
They worship the “anitos,”
gods or spirits that represent
the elements of the surround-
ing nature (mountains, rees,
rivers...). Apo Mallari, be-
lieved to dwell in the depths
of Mount Pinatubo, occupies
a prominent position in their
pantheon.

Like most other Iribal
peoples, the Aytas keep very
much to themselves and 1o
their life style in the forest.
Relations with Filipino com-
munities have been rare.
Their distinct features only
added to their natural ten-
dency 1o live in isolation.

The coming of the Span-
ish colonizers and the expan-
sion of the Malay commiu-
nities in-need of land, forced
the retreat of the dilferent
Ayta bands deeper into the
forest around Mount
Pinatubo. The apostolic zeal
of the early missionaries was
unable to penetrate the for-
est and reach their commu-
nities.

The constant advance of
the lowlanders and the pro-
gressive loss of the territory
available to them. caused
significant changes in the life
style of the Aytas. To the
gathering of fruits and hunt-
ing, they added swidden ag-
riculture as means of liveli-
hood. Before the eruption of
ML. Pinatubo. the growing of
bananas, papayas. mangoes,
sweel potatoes and other rool
crops through slash and burn
farming complemented the
tribe’s traditional food sup-
ply.

Sometime in the middle
of last century, the Aytas
tried to approach their low-
land neighbors in order to
barter their surplus products.
A story of abuse and dis-
crimination, which still per-
5ists in our day, began,

The attitude of the
lowlanders o the Aylas is
best-illustrated by the Taga-
log term “baluga™ — black
bastards or black half-breeds
— that they applied o them.
Besides unfair treatment in

The June 1991 eruption of
Mount Pinatubo had, and will
have for years to come,
disastrous consequences for an
extense area of Central Luzon
and its population. The hardest
hit by the cataclysm were the
Aytas, a people marginalized
and almost forgotten by most
Filipinos. Mount Pinatubo and
its forest were for the Aytas
“home” and “sanctuary,” the
center of their universe and the
sustainers of their way of life.
The eruption of the volcano left
near 50,000 Aytas without their
ancestral territory and threw
them into an “alien” world that
for centuries has been hostile to
them. Many fear that, away
from their land, their chances
of survival as a people are very
Iimited.

AETAS: AN
ENDANGERED
TRIBE

By FRANCISCO CARRERA

the trade exchanges with their
neighbors, the Aytas often
suffered armed atlacks by
land grabbers. Historians
have also recorded cases of
kidnapping of members of
the tribe to be sold as slaves.

The establishment and
posterior expansion of the
American armed forces at
Subic Bay Naval Station and
Clark Air Base at the begin-
ning of this century deprived
the Ayta of most of their
remaining ancestral land. The
only space left to them was
the interior of the forest
within Mt. Pinatubo. The
Aylas retreated. once again,
1o that last refuge hoping that
the “civilized™ world’s hun-
ger for land was at last
satisflied.

Pushed by necessity, some
Ayla men joined the thou-
sands of other Filipinos look-
ing for jobs in the American
bases. Their lack of educa-
tion and modern skills placed
them in the lowest — and
less* paid — levels of the
working force like garbage
collectors, gardeners or se-
curity guards. A few of them
served as jungle survival
trainers for the American
servicemen. 4

However, the nearness of
the American bases brought
new forms of harassment for
the inhabitants of the
Pinatubo ranges. Some re-
ports speak of Aytas taken
as practice-targets by the US
Air Force and their territory
used as a test site for chem-
ical bombs.

Eruption and Resettle-
ment. Two months before the
actual eruption, volcanolo-
gists detected signs of ac-
tivily in the crater of Mount
Pinatubo. After almost 500
years of peaceful sleep, the
volcano began sending indi-
cauons of its imminent awak-
ening. The scientists raised
the alarm and the authori-
ties warned the Ayta com-
munities living on Lthe slopes
of the mountain of the im-
pending danger, The tribals
ignored this and ulterior
warnings because, as they pul
il, they feared living among
the lowlanders more than a
volcanic explosion.

Afler the first eruption, on
June 12, 1991, and the cat-
aclysm of 15 June, the Aytas
could not but flee their vil-
lages and find refuge and
help in lowland towns. An
act of nature had ended their

centuries old life style and
isolation from the rest of the
Filipino people. They had to
face homelessness and a
completely disrupted exist-
ence far away from their
natural habitat. The Aytas
themselves attributed the
disaster which befell them
and the whole region to the
wrath of the “anitos™ (gods
of nature), angered by the
lowlanders' progressive de-
struction of Pinatubo’s en-
vironment.

The Aytas found shelter
and relief help in the evac-
uation centers put up by the
government and other insti-
tutions. However, their ad-
aptation to the new situation
was slow and painful.
Recollection of past experi-
ences made them suspicious
of the “unats” (straight-haired
or lowlanders) intentions. At
the beginning, many of them
refused 1o take medicines
afraid that the health work-
ers intended to poison them.

A 1ask force appointed by
Mrs. Corazon Aquino, pres-
ident of the Philippines at
that time, drew up a rehabil-
itation program designed to
put the victims of the volca-
no back on their feet. The
plan included nine permanent
resettlements for the almost
10,000 displaced Ayta fam-
ilies.

The presidential task force
came up with a grand de-
sign for the resettlements,
Each of them was to have:
a 300 square meter home lot
for cach family, a commu-
nity clinic or health center
with a doctor, two midwives
and a medical aide, school
buildings with playgrounds,
and a market place and pro-
ductivity center. Besides, the
sites would have electricity,
pumps for potable waler,
communal toilets, laundry
areas and access roads,

The governmeni commit-
ted itself to help the Aytas
io develop new means of
livelihood, The authorities
helped them markel their
produce (weaving baskels,
decorative bows and arrows,
el¢.) and gave them work in
reforestation projects.

Quest for Land. The pro-
gram looked good on paper
but Ayta leaders opposed it
because it overlooked an
essential aspect. Other than
the home lots, dry and un-
suitable for cultivation, the

(Page 6, please)
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task force’s plan did not grant
them land, that is central in
their life style and culture.
An Ayla leader expressed the
feelings of the (ribe about
the government’s program:
“What will we do with a
plaza? The whole forest is
our plaza. What will we do
with the cemented road when
we don’t have cars?™ Instead
of those sophisticated and
costly resettlements, the
Aytas asked for land where
they could live in peace, fol-
lowing their ancestral ways.
Besides, it soon became ob-
vious that a lack of funds
would prevent the implemen-

tation of some provisions
contained in the govern-
ment's rchabilitation agenda.

A concrele experience
shows that a favorable an-
swer 1o the Ayla's request
for land could be beneficial
for both them and the coun-
try at large. After the erup-
tion of Mt. Pinatubo, a com-
munity of 200 Aytas scttled
down in a mountain arca of
Nueva Ecija. This Ayla group
received a presidential award
last year for ils success in
the reforestation of 50 hect-
ares of hinterlands. Wildlife
has alrcady returned to the
area and the danger of flash

Moods that threalens ncarby
towns has also diminished.
There, the Aytas preserve
their life style while putting
their reforestation expertise
1o work.

The group in Nueva Ecija
leads a better and more pro-
ductive exisience than those
who remained in the reset-
tlements of Zambales and
Pampanga where many Ayla
families have turned to beg-
ging for a living. Drunken-
ness and gambling have also
increased among male mem-
bers of the tribe. unable to
cope with the pressures of
lowland life. The elders

SAMPAGUITA SAVINGS &
LOAN ASSOCIATION,

- Versus -
NORBERTO C. CALDERON

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
MUNTINLUPA CITY

Mortgagee,

Mortgagors.

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER ACT 3135

as amended

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of Deed of Real Estate Mortgage duly executed in ac-

Foreclosure No. E-95-035

cardance with Act 3135, as amended by NORBERTO C. CALDERON, mortgagor in favor of
SAMPAGUITA SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION, mortgayee, dated September 22, 1993 to
satisly tha mortgage ihdebtedness amounting to TWO HUNDRED FIFTY EIGHT THOUSAND
THREE HUNDRED FORTY PESOS AND FORTY FIVE CENTAVOS (258,340.45), as of May
26, 1995, in Philippine Currency, exclusive of costs of collection, Attorneys Fees beside ex-
penses of this foreclosure, the undersigned Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of
Muntinlupa City, thru Antonio D. Blancaflor or any of his deputies, hereby announces and gives
notice to all parties concerned and to the public in general that on August 2, 1995 at 10:00
o'clock in the marning, or soon thereafter, in front of the City Hall of Muntinlupa City, shall sell
at public auction to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Philippine Currency, the herein de-
scribed real property, including all the improvements existing thereon, to wil:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE
No. (18618) S-62643
A parcel of land (Lot 1023 of Muntinlupa Estate, LRC Rec. No. 6137), situated in the Mu-
nicipality of Muntinlupa, Province of Rizal. Bounded on the E., along line 1-2 by lot 970; on
the S., along line 2-3, by lot 1020; on the’W., along line 4-5 by Lot 1027; and on the N, along
line 5-6, by Lot and along line 6-1, by lot 1024, all of Muntinlupa Estate XxxxxxxxxxxXXXXx
containing an area of NINE HUNDRED FIFTEEN (915) SQUARE METERS, more or less

together with all the improvements existing and or lo be bullt thereron

Prospective buyers and bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate lor themselves the title
of the property described above, and the encumbrance, It any therebe,

Muntinlupa City, June 21, 1995

(Sgd.) ATTY, PACIFICO J, P. MEDINA, JR
Clerk ot Court VI &
Ex-Officio Sherilf

ANTONIO D, BLANCAFLOR
Sherifl-in-Charge

WARNING

IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE, DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE
OF SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF SALE UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW.

COPY FURNISHED:

1. NORBERTO C. CALDERON
1162 Amparo St,,
Poblacion, Muntinlupa City

. ATTY. MA. CARMENCITA C. OBMINA
Sampaguita Savings and Loan
Association, Inc.

San Pedro, Laguna

WE FORUM
July 3, 10 & 17, 1998

complain that the children are
quickly forgetting their cul-
ture and the ways of their
people. ‘While recognizing
the value of formal educa-
tion, Ayta leaders believe that
the younger generations also
need help keeping in touch
with their roots, if they are
lo survive as a race.

The Aytas think that a
more gradual and less abrupt
integration in the lowland
world would have helped
them avoid the current trend
towards extinction. This is
why they dream of going
back to their land near
Pinalubo as soon as the
conditions there allow them
to do so. However, nobody
can tell when or if the
mountain will ever be again
suitable for human life. The
cruption deposited millions
of cubic meters of ash on
the slopes and- filled in all
the rivers.

Some Ayla organizations
demand the recognition of
their right to be included in
the plans for the conversion
of Subic and Clark bases.
They claim that portions of
those huge extensions of land
are part of their ancestral do-
main. (Reprinted from
WORLD MISSION)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice = hereby given lhal the
eslata ol the late PACIFICO
MARNILEGO who died intestaie on
February 24, 1993 at 17 Magsaysay
51, T S Cruz. Novaliches, Quezon
City has been extrajudicially setlled
among his heirs in a documen! en-
litled “Extrajudicial Settlement of Es-
tate” under Doc No 341, Page No
70 Book No VI, Series of 1995 ol
Notary Public Atly Felipe L Zulueta
of City of Manila

WE FORUM
July 17, 24 & 31, 1885

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice s hereby given that the
estale ol the late MOISES REYES
who died intesiale on Febiuary 10,
1991 at Sta. Rosa, Laguna has been
extrajudicially setiled among his
heirs in & document enlitled
"Extrajudicial Setilemeni ol Estate
With Sale” under Doc No, 405, Page
No. 82, Book No 43, Sones ol 1995
of Notary Public Atty lrineoc A
Anarna ol Silang, Cavile

WE FORUM
July 17, 24 & 31, 1995

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the
esiate of the late DOROTEO M
JOSON who died intestate and with-
oul a will at Cabanatuan Ciy on
January 22, 1991 had been
exirajudicially sellled among his
heirs as evidenced by a Deed ol
Extrajudicial  Setilement of Esiale
bearng Doc No. 324, Page No. 66,
Book No. 148, Serws ol 1995 dat-
od July 4, 1995, belore Notary Public
Jaima A Manaois of Quezon City

WE FORUM
July 10, 17 & 24, 1995

“APO FELIPE’

Q. — How did you start your ministry with the
Aytas?

A. — It was back in the 1970's. 1 was then parish
priest of Porac. For reasons of health, I needed to make
some exercise and picked up playing tennis. Later I
substituted tennis with walks up to the mountains. During -
my wanderings I met some Ayta families and little by
little became their friend.

In my contacts with them | realized that they were the
poorest of God's children. Their life in the mountains was
very hard. Besides having to struggle to find food, they
didn't have access to clinics and there were no schools
where the children could get an education. Furthermore,
some Pampanguenos were harassing them and taking away
their land.

Msgr. Felipe Pangilinan,

parish priest of Arayat
(Pampanga), has been
working for years to
improve the Living
conditions of the Aytas.

I tried to help them improve their lot and after a while
we were even able to put up a small school.

Then I was transferred to Floridablanca. There [ also
found Aytas and continued working in their favor. In
Floridablanca, the Aytas were more “sophisticated.” Many |
have taken up lowlander habits and have indulged in
drinking; sometimes we would help them with monetary
loans bul they would not pay it back anymore.

Afler some years, the archbishop entrusted to me the
parish of Arayat. I thought that I would be keeping myself
busy with parish work, that my activity with minorities
had come to an end.

Q. — However, you found yourself working with the
Aytas again...

A. — Yes. One day Archbishop Oscar Cruz went up
to the mountains and told the Aytas that he was the bishop
of Pampanga and wanted to help them. The Aytas were
reluctant to believe him because he was in civilian clothes.
They suspected that he was just another land grabber. So
they told the archbishop that, if he was really sincere in
offering help, he should send Fr. Pangilinan to talk with
them.

Archbishop Cruz called me up and sent me to meet
with the Aytas and offer them the support of the Church.

After that I started to think how to bring them closer
to God and, at the same time, contribute to improving
their existence with some livelihood program.

I sent a letter to the Nuncio in Manila presenting my
projects for the Aytas and asking for help. The Nuncio
replied that the nunciature was ready to support a live-
lihood project. So, together with the members of the (ribe,
we chose a place’in the hinterlands near Porac and they
started planting bananas for food. In the first year they
were able to plant 40,000 banana trees. We paid for their
labor but the plantation belonged to them. Even today, |
don’'t ask a single banana from them; if I eat their fruit,
I pay for it. We called the site Villa Maria and it was
meant to be a center of development for the Aytas within
their own territory.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resoure-
es (DENR) wanted to give us money to plant forest trees.
But I didn't buy the idea. [ asked them, instead, to help
us plant half forest trees and half fruit-bearing trees. My g
main concern was the Ayias' welfare, So, we planted
mangoes, jackfruit and citrus aside from bananas.

All this was before Mount Pinatubo’s eruption.

Q. — How did the volcano’s explosion affect the
Aytas in Villa Maria?

A. — The ashes and lahar hit badly the whole area.
After the lirst major eruption, we moved to higher lands
and started planting again to secure some food supply.

(Page B, please)
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Heeding the call

NE A bright morning of the first Friday of the month, the newly-elected
Omayor of Tagig. Isidro Garcia, started making the rounds of his turf.
Not incidentally, in Barangay Western Bicutan, two over-sized dump trucks
were being filled to the brim by a payloader while metro aides swept after
the scattered refuse. In less than two hours, the trash site looked spic and span
and children began to play along its peripheries, minus now the putrid smells
of rotting garbage. Garcia looked happy. A

He should be. The day before, he was at the Palace to hear the President
enjoin all the local executives of Metro Manila to help solve the problems
posed by snarled traffic, piling garbage, environmental destruction and un-
employment. Not one to take presidential directives lightly, Garcia was on
hand that morning to oversee the garbage hauling operations, convinced that
a personal appearance would work wonders on the contractors,and their people.
His enunciated style will be hands-on to get things done and rouse the town
hall from its lethargy.

The man could be a product of his past frustrations. Before his sweet
victory in the last elections, he had already lost four times, once for congress-
man, once for mayor, and twice for lesser municipal positions. Perhaps he is
out to prove what Tagig had missed in not electing him before. With this
mind-set, his constituency has reason to rejoice.

It won’t be easy sailing, though. Town hall has become an Aegean stable,
as he himself admits. Legitimate contractors have been wailing to the skies
for kickback demands they can hardly meet, while the lucky ones who play
ball growl over the escalating s.o0.p., as it is called, which soars to as much
as 35 percent. Garcia has to make some very hard decisions.

But he is luckier than some of his local counterparts where the other
Palace-pinpointed problems are concerned. Between the Food Terminal and
the Veterans Center, both in Tagig, there are no less than 500 companies and
factories which can absorb most of the town’s jopless. Add to this the upcom-
ing super-commercial complex that will soon rise in 214 hectares of former
Fort Bonifacio land, the C-5 Road that opened last December and prospective
investors who are now rushing to cash in on the forthcoming boom, and befora
the century is out every school drop-out would have been assured of a gainful
occupation. .

With traffic and the environment minor irritants at their worst, Garcia
has the town’s problems in clear focus. All he needs is a strong political will
and a deep-rooted conviction to render the utmost in public service to deserve
the trust his constituency has reposed on him. We wish him the best.

Webbed bliss

CCORDING to a respected newspaper's report, “Hubert Webb was a
government employe, and so were practically all the members of Sen.
Freddie Webb’s family.”

The controversial Webb “served as a supervising legislative staff ofTicer
of his father at the senate electoral tribunal from 1992 to 1995. The senator’s
wife, Elizabeth, served as senior legislative officer at the senate.

“The Webb’s eldest child, Mary Beth, has been her father’s confidential
secretary since 1992. (Her) husband, Hose Luis Agcaoili, is the senator’s chief
of staff. The senator’s eldest son, Michael, worked as liaison officer at the
senate from 1992 to 1994.” For a time, Michael was also a “staff member of
the house committee on youth and sports development which his father head-
ed from August 1987 to June 1992.” Another son, Fritz, worked briefly as
Webb’s chief legislative officer. A sister, Carmen Ramirez Webb, served as
private secretary from 1987 to 1992 when Webb was still a congressman.

The news item states that salary rates for a legislator’s staff range from
a low of P10,000 to a high of P20,000 monthly. If only five Webbs are working
at any one time at any congress house, that means a cool P100,000 monthly
or a little less for the family, And when we say “working,” everyone knows
what it means. A former staff member was quite positive about. the existence
of “ghost employes” in Webb’s office.

Speedy Freddie lives up to his name. With amazing speed, he has learned
that a cat may be skinned several ways, to put it another way. Perhaps this
is the reason why politicians will kill to win any elective position in this country.
It pays a million-fold, legally and otherwise.

What webbed bliss.

ELP’ Tue

IN CONFusioN /!

MAZING 5PIDERWEBE
fm GOT ME ENTANGLED

Shameless

IF THE newsreports are true, the council-
ors of Mandaluyong City (where, in case
you've forgotien, the national mental hospi-
tal now called by another name is located)
have commitled a shameless act against their
constituents by their deliberate absence from

< their inaugural session last week (this i1s wntten

Sunday. July 9). The reason: The city coun-
cil's presiding officer is Vice Mayor Esto
Domingo Jr., the son of Mayor Abalos's mortal
political enemy, former Mayor Esto Sr. All
the councilors led by Benjamin “Benhur"”
Abalos Jr. are, of course, Abalos boys.

Who do you think masterminded or insti-
gated the absence?

The answer is loo obvious 1o state,

The mentality displayed by the “honor-
able™ aldermen is the mentality of those who
ought to be confined al their city's favorite
hospital or, at least, 1o undergo psychiatric
examination to determine their sanity.

I wasn't wrong, aller all, in dissociating
myself from the powers that be in Mandaluyong
right at the start of the unlamentable Cory
Aquino (mis)administration. Immediately after
His Honor was appointed OIC 1o replace Esto
Sr.. I discovered his true colors. That was
the ime when His Honor started calling some
friends and associales, including this one,
names, Meaning, you had to go. he didn't
need you anymore, you (expletive deleted)!

wkok kS

Oh thanks, Rudy Distrito, aptly called
The Destroyer, has been banned from pro-
fessional basketball here.

But why him only? Why not also this
aging player who, for reasons I cannot count,

by MAX NOBLE

is adulated by “respectable” sports colum-
nists? Only heaven knows how many times
this lolo has committed intentional/delib-
erate/flagrant fouls — fouls which were
nearly fatal. Yet he’s still there, doing it
with impunity.

Unbelievably, this DOM has legions of
fans, young and old.

That’s a role model for you!

See now why even in sports this country
is going to the dogs?

LEE 2 2

At this stage, I suggest that the NBI people
should get their act together in this Vizconde
case, It's like a symphony orchestra with the
strings playing Beethoven, the brass playing
Mozart, and the reeds playing Mantovani.

And they should shut up and just pursue
the prosecution as quictly as possible.

If there are Judases in the bureau, as acting
director Mison has said, he should get rid of
them first. Only one Judas sent an innocent
Man to the most ignominous death. Two or
more will certainly be two or more too much
for such a bureaucratic agency like the NBI.

Freddie Webb and Rene Saguisag, senator
and ex, are of course only too happy over
whal's happening to the NBI.

This is not to say that Hubert is guilty.

We Forum
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My thumb

THE OTHER week-end we had some vis-
itors in the farm and one of the dishes we
prepared for them was mango salad. T was
enjoying the extra efficient aluminum peeler
I was using because it was a new kind of
device which followed the surface of the fruit
making my speed thrice the usual pace. But
in my hurry to finish the job I accidentally
nipped off about half a centimeter of the lip
of the nail of my thumb along with the flesh
that clung to it. Since i don't grow my nails
long, there was a considerable amount of flesh
that was nipped off too.

Not giving in o the throbbing pain, I
consoled myself... it is jusl a teeny-weeny-
bit of nail and flesh ...of just the thumb ...of
just one hand... nothing serious,

So 1 just wrapped the thumb with three
layers of band aid and went back to work.
Foremost in my mind was that it was just
two hours to lunch time and the visitors would
be arriving anytime.

Back to the kitchen to resume the last
minule preparations. But alas and alack the
‘just’ small wound of ‘just’ the thumb of
‘just’ one hand couldn't be simply a ‘just-
just® (translation in the dialect ‘basta-basta’).

I discovered that without the usual strendth
of a thumb it took some time and some
manipulation before one could do even the
simplest of actions.

If you don’t believe me just try doing the
following without the help of your thumb.

* Open a bottle. Wring off water from a
handkerchief. Clip a clothes pin. Squeeze a
lemon to exltract ils juice. Zip up a zipper.

* Insert a button into a button hole. Close
a safety pin. Peel an onion. Fasten papers
with a paper clip. Clean ears with cotton tipped
buds. Fold a napkin.

* Measure water before cooking rice using
your hands, Shave. Refill a fountainpen. Use
twizzers. Cut nails with a nail clipper. *
Remove radiator cap. Iron a shirt.

* Press snap-on button. Apply floorwax
with & rug.

* Pull pants or anything that goes through
your legs either up or down.

* Turm a page. Hold a spoon or fork and
bring it up lo one's mouth,

* Type. Tum a comer while driving a car
Shilt gears.

* Open and close the clasp of a necklace,
Lock your cammngs. Hold plate while wash
ing. Sweep broom. Bring glass to mouth. Pull
out the drawer. Eat with hands, Open the
cabinel,

* Unlock latch of door. Turn keys. Put up
lid of trunk. Crochel. * Thread a needle, Brush
your fecth.

* Turn a kaleidoscope. Sew. Use an egg
beater. Knot shoe laces,

* Sign your name. Cultivate soil, Pr¢pare
rice for fried rice.

* Crush a dog flea with your fingers. Catch
a dragonfly.

* Turn the faucel. Hold the dog leash.
Plug in electric fan, Eal barbecue. Strain
vegetables while pouring with the other hand,

* Nip off camote tops. Tear paper.

* Push branch into kensan ( a Japanese-
made [lower holder. Brush off dirt from denim

Ifiing Lopez and my typhoons

MIDYEAR, 1947, was an exciting lime lo
be alive in war-ravaged Metro Manila. The
streets were full of surplus army rations, alive
drab was still painted on most sidewalk
commodities and swarms of newsboys in the
down town arca were busy hawking dozens
of exciling new postliberation newspapers.

It was heady and exhilarating just to be
alive in those days. And if you were just past
20, every day was like the day the war ended.

I had helped close down the last issue of
the pony-sized Free Philippines. the first
regular wartime newspaper transferred lo
Manila from muddy Tacloban by Fritz
Marquardt. former editor of the Philippines
Free Press. The paper had shrunk down lo
a single sheel, size & and a half by 11 inches,
when | inherited it from George Betts, my
boss at the Office of War Information.

A year and a half after Tokyo Bay. Free
Philippines. now minus ils star reporters Al
Valencia, Filemon Tutay. old man Fritz
Marquardt himself and other top guns, was
still rolling off its tiny Webendorfer rotary
presses. Every weekend, C-47 planes swooped
low over towns still inaccessible to military
or civilian transport. They dropped copies ol
the paper on small hamlels and communities
that had been literally without news of a world
al pl:ﬂ.l.“:.

Bul now the boom was suddenly lowered;
Manila had scores of newspapers publishing
and an incredible torrent of American mag-
azines and newspapers made up the rest of
the flow. One moming the tiny paper whose
editorship 1 had been given for a few months
was suddenly gone.

I found myselfl writing news features for
a magazine called Philippine Trends. It paid
enough to support my modest needs bul it
lacked the passion, the ferment and the wild
unruly clutter of the Tribune, Liberty News,
the Chrohicle, the Courier, the Manila Post,
Vicente del Fierro's Star Reporter, the entire
rambunctious, josiling and jarring fraternity
of those days.

Someone — it may have been Celso
Cabrera, Ernie del Rosario or maybe Bert
Villanueva himsell — plucked me out of
nowhere and | found myself in an old build-
ing on Dasmaruias, right down where the bridge
goes easl toward Rosario (now Quinlin
Paredes).

It was the office of the Manila Chronicle.
The Villanuevas had some sort of general
superiniendence over the operation, bul
whatever i1l was, thal stopped before the crack
of noon when a slight. bespectacled man
walked in quictly [rom the streets and walked
into his cramped office.

“Si Don Eugenio iyan!" someone would
whisper, and heads would tum up to look.
The din, the noisy decibels of sound issuing
from our crowded quarters, would pick up
momentum, but a tone of respect n o
perceptible previously would slip in. It was
as though everyone accepted the lather of the
family had come in, and all were free to
stay, “as you were,” provided you respected
the presence and made no unscemly breach
of the peace.

I had been hired, 1 forgot to mention, to
starl a weekly magazine. My stint at Philip-

pants.

* Turn knob of television or radio. Fold
up hem of pants.

* Blow your nose on a handkerchief. Light
a match stick or a lighter,

The list can go on and on.

The simple, unconspicuous, ordinary thumb
can be terribly missed when it is sore.

Us simple beings, no matter how ordinary
have our own special function, our own special
place. We too can be sorely missed if we
don’t do our jobs well.

pine Trends had obviously given someone the
idea that I was responsible for the entire
production job. There were no facilities at
the time to produce a magazine of the di-
mensions | gathered Don Eugenio wanted.
Celso Cabrera — was it Emie? — pul il to
me in these words: “Figure it out! That's
what you were hired for.”

1 hammered out a magazine the size of
Free Philippines. I took it around to several
shops until 1 found Celso Carunungan's
Imprenta Los Filipinos. They had a small offset
press and we cranked oul the magazine in
two-page takes; the final product had, as |
recall, anywhere from 16 to 32 pages. side-
stitched.

It was typhoon season at the time, so several
issues had stories and photographs of typhoon
damage — but we had places for newsphotos
of the war, the ongoing rchabilitation, the
muckups in Congress, the squabbles over relief
and rchabilitation. It was a far cry from the
magazines of later years. It did look, though,
as if it had pretensions of subsequently blos-
SOMINg oul as one.

Word came down from above, via illus-
tralor Liborio Gatbonton, that Don Eugenio
thought my effort was, if nothing else, worth
commending. | got the message directly another
way.
We had our desks tucked in an alleyway
through which Don Eugenio, walking to his
cubicle, passed. A small board-up table stood
al a curve, just about my lgngth; here, on
occasion, I would stretch a few minutes after
lunch, hoping to catch up on the sleep which
my new job and my extended after midnight
activities denied me.

Every time | lay more than five minutes,
Gatbonton would rush up and wamn, “Nandiyan
na si Don Eugenio!" | would slide off the
board like greased lightning.

One forenoon, [ didn't make it until the
boss was almost upon me.

I remember him now as though it hap-
pened only yesterday. He caught my
disshevelled look, and a slow smile crept over
his face and made the traditional white cerrada
he wore glisten as though it had a life of its
own.

Saying something that sounded 1o me like
“don’t work too hard,” 1 thought I had
weathered the storm. But he had seen the
layouts on the table and he asked, “What
have we gol here? More typhoons? | forgol
what 1 said. And he walked away, almosi
jauntily, I thought, and 1 wondered then, as
I wonder now. if that was all he had told me.

Gat filed me in on this episode later,

Don Eugenio. he said, wanted his paper
to reflect a shice ol life as people actually
lived it. People are the best judge of what

they need, Gat said, cracking wise with
Pampango cliches. He understands what we
are irying lo do, Gat told me. You think he
just listens politely, but he's really very much
a hands-on person. You watch.

That message didn 't register until nine years
fater, one afternoon in November, 1956.

I sat in his new office in the Chronicle’s
new offices on the Aduana, where | had been
invited to tell him all about a Ramon
Magsaysay government information program
called Operations Sunlight. I had been des-
ignated to train 25 provincial newsmen in
this course, and the press had been largely
critical of government entering the informa-
tion business. Emnie del Rosario and Yeyeng
Soliongco were the only others in the room,
and Ernie was firing questions the way few
editors I had known were firing them.
Soliongco looked as though he would have
preferred being somewhere clse. But he was
smiling.

Things got a little heated as Emie got into
the spirit of the subject. After what seemed
a long while, the vencrable patriarch rose
and shook my hand.

“I thank you for coming to look up an old
friend,” he said. "I think you will do your
best 1o see to it that our people are better
informed. That’s what our business is all about,
isn't it? That, and of course typhoons."

But if I remember Don Eugenip, so does
my wife. Early after the war, when the Lopez
family was starting their FEATI airline, she
and four other graduate nurses applied to work
as flight attendants.

To their surprise, they were interviewed,
and hired, not by middle executives or vice
presidents, but by Don Eugenio himself. They
found him a gracious and courteous person,
accommodalting but punctiliously exact. What
a memory, my wife said. He knew all the
questions to ask.

How he found time 1o do these interviews,
in the midst of rehabilitating and building up
ravaged as well as new enterprises, escapes
me. But not my wife.

“He was, how do you say it, a do-it-yoursell
man,” she said. | grunted assent. And he also
had a weather eye oul, I told her, remember-
ing today, July 6, the 20th anniversary of his
death. For typhoons, Truly, a man for many
ages.

‘Apo Felipe’ . . .

educating Ayta women.

Almost illlll!:‘.ti].;!{_‘h' we |!|U[1Il_‘d 10,000 banana trees and we have being planiing more every
year since, Last year alone we were able to add 150,000 trees

Besides, with the help of the government, we have also set up n school in Villa Maria

Q. — Do the Aytas receive some type of health care In Villa Maria?

A. — Yes. In this field we count on the collaboration of the Assisi Foundation. Their social
workers conduct, among other things, immunization and feeding programs. The rate of infant
mortality has dropped greatly since their arrival. We have also three volunteer midwives working
full-time with the Iribals. They have also helped improve the sanitary situation, especially by

Q. — Have you noticed any changes lo the Ayta life-style?

A. — Although slowly, changes 1ake place. Before they were constanily moving around
searching for food. Now witlh the plantations they have Kind of settled down in and around
Villa Maria, although they still have some space to roam if they so wish. 1 observe that the
Ayias like to remain here, perhaps because they see that the members of other communities
have become real beggars in low land towns and as far as Manila,

Education is making a difference. | was able to send an Ayta girl 1o school who is now
serving her people as a midwife in Floridablanca. Three boys studied (ailoring and earn a living
making pants and dresses for the community. At present, | have eight Ayta children living in
the convent of the parish while going o school in Arayat, Next week a group of thirty leaders
will participate in a seminar to learn cooperative lechniques. (Franclsco Carrera)

(From page 6)
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.

e ek

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and the training and development of Filipino athletes, With
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
and turn them into intemational champions. among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,

in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's cares.

income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

% !AG‘\O

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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Not only is the flesh trade overwhelmingly prevalent, it is alsc

and children

Just one face of the abuse suffered by women

Openness: Antidote
to risk of abuse

By SUSAN C. CALASAGSAG

MANILA — Whether as
lifeline for a poor family or
& fuel for a thriving economy,

*‘casy money” continues (o be

m ore widely gained from

prostitution than imagined.

Not only is the flesh trade
overwhelmingly prevalent, it
is also just one face of the
many [orms of abuse suffered
by the vulnerable, especially
women and children.

In Asia alone, the number
of trafficked and prostituted
women and children has ex-
ceeded a million, reports
Ronald O’Grady in his book
The Rape of the Innocent.

In Thailand with its boom-
ing economy, an estimated
800,000 minors are in pros-
titution, mostly pushed by

-.thcir families. The estimate
was made by Dr. Chakraphand

Wonburanawat, dean of the

faculty of social science®of

Chiang Mai University and

director of Thai Women of

Tomorrow, a job training

project for northern Thai

women. .

The Independent Bangkok
Post Services cites 400,000
prostituted children in India,
with over one-fourth of them
in Bombay. Some 20 percent
of the 100,00 or so prostitut-
ed women found in Bombay's

& brothels are believed to be
minors.

Other estimates by Mr.
O'Grady are: 150,000 wom-
en and children from Nepal
in Indian brothels; 70,000
aboriginal child prostitules in
Taiwan; in Sri Lanka, 10,000
“beach boys™ (so-called be-
cause they comb the beaches

for clients); 6,000 prostitut-
ed children in Viet Nam and
70,000 in the Philippines,
majorily of them minors.

A substantial number of
Filipino women also fall prey
to sex trafficking in their
effort to find legitimate
employment abroad as over-
seas conlracl  workers
(OCWs). In addition, work-
ers who run away from abu-
sive cmployers often find
themselves forced into pros-
titution just to survive.

The Philippines-based In-
ternational Catholic Child
Bureau (ICCB), which mon-
itors the trafficking of wom-
en and children, reports a
constant increase of supply
routes in Southeast Asia. The
main routes for transporting
women and children to. yar-
ious international brothels are
the Philippines (through the
Sabah backdoor) 1o Austra-
lia, Thailand, Malaysia, Ja-
pan and Hong Kong; Nepal
1o Bombay, India and Bombay
to the Middle East to Europe;
Bangladesh to Calcutta and
Hyderabad, and to Pakistan;
and Hyderabad to the Middle
East.

Recently, the United Stales
Information Service held a
Worldnet Dialogue (by satel-
lite, transmitting through
Skycable facilitics) in Manila
with experts in Asia and
Washinglon, to discuss ways
to stop families from send-
ing women and children into
prostitution.

Resource speaker Denise
Snyder, executive director of
the District of Columbia Rape

Crisis Centre, said families
should be re-educated on
family values. With over eight
years of professional involve-
ment in the field of violence
against women, Ms. Snyder
cited the crucial part commu-
nication plays in solving the
problem.

Ms. Snyder advised Thai
panelists Dr. Wonburanawat
and Sanphasit Koompraphant,
director of the Centre for the
Protection of Children's
Rights in Bangkok, to encour-
age families 1o “talk about the
risk of prostitution openly.”
She said accurate information
on HIV (human immunode-
ficiency virus) infection and
AIDS is necessary.

However, in the Philippines
setting communication is la-
boo, pointed out panelist Aura
Ancheta-Sabilano, director of

the Burecau of Women and!

Young Workers of the De-
partment of Labour and
Employment. Pochola
Villanueva, executive direc-
tor of Stop Trafficking of
Women (STOP), cited the
difficulty of enforcing the law,
such as bringing rapists to
court, because of the victims’
lack of cooperation, She said
Filipinas have difficulty re-
porting they have been raped
or abused because of the fear
that they will not be believed.

The culture of silence is
common with raped Vielnam-
ese and other Asian women
refugees, said resource speaker
Lany Lang, director of the
Maryland Bilingual Mental
Health Outreach Programme
for Asian Women. She is in

Dr. Sito said.

Bees e o o (From page 2)

ported from Manila and Cavite. With the queen produc-
tion programs of ATDC, local beckecpers can now save
on operational cost, particularly in transportation expens-
es and risk accidental death of queens,

As noted by ATDC, trained beckeepers also develop
a deep love for the environment. “As bees depend on the
quality of lowering and green forage in order o survive,
beckeepers automatically become engaged in promoting
tree planting programs and community beautification
campaigns, particularly in the planting of flowering plants,s”

Bees and trees and men — a profitable and sweet
partnership for reclaiming the bald mountains and pro-
viding cool breezes (o the hot lowlands. (DEPTHnews)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hareby given thai the
eslale ol |he lale CATALINA
ALACON ol Sto. Crislo, Gapan,
Nueva Ecija who died on October
18, 1988, consmting of parcel of land
embraced and covered by TCT No
NT-165856 of the Regisiar ol Deeds
of Cabanatuan City, has been ea-
tra-judicially sellled by adjudication
unto her only heir PEDRO GUANIO
ONE-HALF (1/2) of the
abovemantioned properly, upon
which, he likewise hereby waived
all his rnights and inlerest over the
other hall portion of sawd inherilance
in favor of his only son REYNALDO
GUANIO, entered as Doc. No. 0199;
Page No. 12, Book No. IV; Senes
of 1994, execuled belore Flor E
Egipto, Notary Public for Quezon Cily
on May 2, 1984
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POVERTY’S LAIR: Risk of abuse nigh.

private praclice as a
multicultural psychotherapist
in Virginia working primari-
ly with Cambodian, Laotian
and Vietnamese women who
have sought refuge in the US.
From Ms. Snyder, Philip-
pine panelist and STOP Pres-
ident Minerva Laudico want-
ed to find out how a child
repeatedly abused by her own
family might be helped.
Ms. Laudico, a long-time
crusader against the sexual
enslavement of Filipino wom-
en, said she is overwhelmed
by the high incidence of in-
cesluous abuse in the US. Ms.
Snyder gave the fligures: a
ratio of 1:4 for girls and 1:7
lor boys in the 1980s, adding
that such children have a high
likelihood of becoming abus-

ers as adults,

Ms. Snyder recommends
family therapy, along with
“consistent monitoring” and
counselling of the abuser who
can be manipulative. Look out
for signs that the abuse is
continuing, she advised those
working with abuse victims.

In the US, abused children
may be placed in foster homes
temporarily. However, there
are not enough families will-
ing to play host to a disturbed
child. Also, the prospective
host has to be carefully stud-
ied and reasonably ascertained
to be safe for the child and
supportive of her needs.

Legislation is comparative-
ly more advanced in the US
than most Asian countries —
a number of states, for ex-

ample, have a law against
pacdophiles although with
varying provisions. In the
District of Columbia, said Ms.
Snyder, an age differential of
four years between the abus-
er and abused (c.g., 17 and
13, respectively) can qualify
the case for prosecution un-
der the said law,

Ms. Snyder was hopeful
tHat society with the help of
media can help abused wom-

“en and children to regain their

sense of control and worth.
What is basic, she said, is to
encourage families and the
community at large to sup-
port the victims, and make
them feel that they are hu-
man beings by treating and
respecting them as such.
(Depthnews Asia)
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Red tide menace e o e (From pagel2)

receive sunlight for their pho-
tosynthetic activities. At night,
they occur deeper in the water
column where they receive
nourishment.

Seafoods which most com-
monly cause poisoning be-
cause of intake of the toxic
organisms are bivalve
shellfishes like mussels,
oyslers, scallops,s cockles and
limpets. Fish, shrimps, squids,
crabs, lobsters and products
grown in ponds are generally
safe even when caught from
red lide-infested walers.

Red tide poisoning is also
called paralytic shellfish poi-
soning or PSP. Symptoms de-
velop within 12 hours after a
person has ealen contaminat-
ed shellfish.

According to the Health
Department, symptoms in-
clude tingling or burning
sensation in the lips,s gums,
tongue and face, which

progresses (o the neck, arms,
fingertips and loes.

A general fecling of numb-
ness, headache, thirst, nausea,
and vomiting follow. Death
is reportedly due to respira-
lory arresl.

Dr. Rafael D. Guerrero 111,
director ol the Laguna-based
Philippine Council for Marine
and Aquatic Rescarch and
Development (PCMARD),
said people will still be poi-
soned even if they cook the
filter-feeding shellfishes be-
cause heat does not destroy
the toxin.

The toxin, known as sax-
itoxin, 1s & waler soluble salt
thal attacks the nervous sys-
tem. Its polency is increased
when acidic chemicals like
vinegar are used in preparing
shellfish for consumption. The
hydrochloric acid present in
the human stomach also in-
creases sils potency.

“Saxitoxin is a neuroloxin
— that is, it attacks the
nervous system' says Dr.
Guerrero. "It causes death by
paralyzing the breathing ap-
paratus of humans.”

However, if PSP is recog-
nized early, a victim can still
be saved. This can be done
by eliminating the toxin from
the stomach of the patient by
inducing vomiting or wash-
ing it out by lavage through
a stomach tube.

Although there is no known
antidote to red tide, some
palliative measures have been
tried and found effective in
the Philippines. Dr, Guerrero
reports that during a red tide
outbreak in ecastern Visayas
years back, some people who
had eaten contaminated sea-
food recovered faster by drink-
ing coconut milk with brown
sugar. (DEPTHnews Asin)




TOURISM CARAVAN
STARTS ROLLING

TAAL, Batangas — It
wasn't exactly a “Sec The
Philippines First” tour extrav-
aganza but it could very well
‘serve as a starting gun for
more similar visits to the
country’s scenic and cultural
spots in the days lo come.

This was the initial tour
caravan arranged by the
Department of Tourism for
1995 which saw a motley
group of people travel through
11 municipalities and two
cities in a 350-kilometer round
trip in Cavite and Batangas
provinces.

Over 500 participants —
aged seven months old to 77
years old — rode in buses,
cars, station wagons and fam-
ily vans for the whole-day tour
carcfully planned for a bal-
anced itinerary.

There was something for
cveryone.

For the culture vulture,
there were heritage sites and
historical landmarks. For
nature lovers, the scenic Taal
Volcano was awe-inspiring. A
grand banquet preceded by
parlor games and contesis at
Puerto Azul regaled the par-
ty-goers.

“Not a few take the trip
as a discqery of sorts, they
see, feel or laste things un-
familiar to them, notably
relics, landscapes, dishes, folk
arts and environment,”said
Director Cynthia Lazo of the
Bureau of Domestic Tourism
Promotions. “Awareness of
Philippine traditions, culture,
legacy and hallmarks across
the country is enriching.”

Taal’s significant come-ons
are its miraculous religious
idols, metal and embroidery
cottage industries, and ances-
tral houses.

The “miracles™ have en-
couraged pilgrimages to the
town for centuries. Saint
Martin de Tour, whose im-
age on a white steed at the
Taal Basilica is reverently
regarded as the protecior of
the townspeople whenever
imminent danger loomed,

The French-born town
patron saint is said lo have
appeared o a boy in the carly
1900s when Taal Volcano
convulsed but didn't erupt. It
is believed the boy saw the
apparition of the saint on a
horse above the belfry.

Carmrying lighted candles,
the devolees among the ex-
cursionists wenl up to the dark
chambers of the church to get
a feel of the “mysteries”
shrouding the temple.

The massive masonry and
extensive interior woodwork
bring flashbacks of the thou-
sands of peasants humbly

By MANUEL B. TAMAYO

The
government’s
tourism

approach
stresses
awareness of
local history,
culture and
art.

constructing the 400-year-old
basilica while Spanish Admi-
ral Miguel Lopez de Legazpi
and Captains Martin de Goili
and Juan Salcedo were still
encountering resistance in the
kingdom of Rajah Sulayman
in Manila and environs.

Folk raising money for the
construction of a church in
their locality offered tradition-
al dances and music during a
sumptuous lunch of Batangas
cuisine at the cultural center
fronting the basilica.

Historical landmarks evok-
ing times past were the old
houses linked to the Philip-
pine Revolution. At her an-
cestral house, Marcela
Agoncillo had sewn the first
Filipino [lag for the revolution
against Spain,

For the souvenir collectors,
a stop at Barangay Balisong
was rewarding. Fancy fan
knives were the wares of
sidestores wit backroom metal
shops along several blocks of
the main street. Selling like
hot cakes were key-holders 1o
which were attached inch-long
golden “balisong™ vr ball pens
producing a blade when un-
carthed,

The town of Balayan holds
the "Parada ng mga Litson"
in June, a bacchanalian feast,
altracting thousands of peo
ple. Dozens of golden and
glistening, crispy “litson™
highlights the parade that
moves through the town's
principal’ strects,

Unique for being the only
one of its kind in the world
the festival has been observed
for decades. It had begun in
the Kaunlaran district as some
kind of annual merrymaking,
eventually becoming an an-
nual feast participaled in by
the whole town.

Old folk in Kaunlaran
recall that the Hermano Mayor
of the feast of St. John the
Baptist incorporaled the pa-
rade of roasied pigs in the
religious celebration.

The festival caught the

attention of the Department
of Tourism, which listed the
event in its calendar of Phil-
ippine fiestas. Balayan became
the mecca of celebrators of
bacchanalian feasts.

The parade winds up jn
front of the Immaculate Con-
ception Church, where the
“litson” become the cenler-
picce of the merrymakers.

The real fun begins when
the roasted pigs are broughl
one by one to the churchyard
as hundreds of eager hands
reach out for the succulent
Filipino delicacy amid hand
clapping, feet slomping and
shrieking to the beat of band
music. (DEPTHnews)

i

FOR RETIREES: President Ramos applauds as Vernette Umali-Paco, chiefl ex-
ecutive officer of the Philippine Retirement Authority (extreme left) and Nancy
Garcia-Tan, chairman of the RN Development Corporation, congratulate each
other after signing a memorandum of agreement for the construction of a P1.2-
billion retirement haven inside the former Clark Air Base in Pampanga. The
signing took place in Malacanang recently. (Malacaiiang Photo)
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IN METRO MANILA

RED TIDE MENACE-

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

Aside from new food

DAVAO CITY — Unusu-
al weather conditions and
pollution have been identified
by marine scientists as the
reasons behind the recurrent
“red tide™ in the Philippines.

A state of calamity de-
clared by President Fidel V.
Ramos has been a lorce for
more than a month now in
the adjoimng coastal areas ol
Metro Manila, Bulacan,
Batwaan, and Cavite [ollowing
the return ol the red tide
menace in mid-May.

Some 100 cases of red tide
poisoning were momitored by
the Health and Agriculture
Departments in the affected
areas where harvesting, (rans-
porting, selling and eating of
shellfish have been banned.

The red tide phenomenon
is brought about by the bloom
or rapid proliferation ol sin-
gle-celled microscopic organ-
isms known as dinoflagellates,

These organisms live in the
coastal waters of the north-
ern hemisphere including
Japan, northwestern Europe,
and the Atlantic and Pacific
coasts of the United States
and Canada. In recent years,
they have appeared in Papua
New Guinea, Brunei, Sabah
(Malaysia), Palau and: the
Philippines in the Indo-Pacific
region,

Red tide may be migrat-
ing due Lo increased nutrients

sources, unusual weather

conditions have also

contributed to the

sudden appearance of

red tide organisms.

in coastal currents,
marine scientist Howard
Seliger. He believes that more
nulrients may be entering
walers “duec to in-
creased discharges of indus
trial and human wastes into
waterways and decreased
natural filtering due-to defor-
estation”.

In his book, Biology, Ep-
tdemjology and Management
of Pyrodineum Red Tide, he
explains tat red tide organ-
isms need certain “foods™ as
well as sunlight to make their
charactenistic deadly blooms.
In the past there was not
enough food in the currents
to allow them to be carried
over long distance.

Aside from new food
sources, unusual weather
conditions have also contrib-
uled to the sudden appearance
of red lide organisms.

says

coaslal

According to Dr. Seliger,
red tide organisms need
strange weather to carry them
over long distances. He cites
the case in 1972, where a
different red nde organism
was distributed to the Gulf
of Main and southwest Flor-
ida in the US.

The toxic red nde organ-
ism also appeared in Papua
New Guinea that very same
year. In 1976, it also attacked
Brunei Darussalam and Sabah
(Malaysia).

The [irst reported appear-
ance of red tide in the Phil-
ippines occurred in 1983 in
Maqueda Bay, in central
Philippines, and then [our
years later in a coastal arca
of the main island of Luzon
then back again in central
Philippines. Subsequent years
saw its frequent comeback.

*“All these were years of

unusual weather conditions
caused by El Nino,” reports
Dr. Seliger.

El Nino, Spanish for
“"child”, is a warm ocean
current thalt appears every
three to six years in the castern
Pacific Occan and affects
climate and current patiems
over a wide arca of the globe. <

Dr. Seliger says the ma-
rine organism causing the red
tide outbreak in the Philip-
pines 1s called Pyrodineum
bt]'hl’"ﬂ('fl.&'{’ vdr. (.‘ompressum,

“These micro-organisms
live in coastal waters and
lagoons under conditions of
high salinily and will not
survive in freshwater bodies,”
he poinis oul.

The International Institute
of Rural Reconstruction said
seeds (cysts) of Pyrodineum
are found at the muddy bot-
tom of shallow coastal wa-
Lers.

“These sceds are resistant
to harsh conditions and may
remain viable for one million
years,” IIRR explained. “Un-
der favorable conditions, the
seeds can germinate into a
free-floating form suspended
in seawalter.”

Favorable conditions in-
clude right temperature and
amount of nutrients. During
the day, the seeds are found
near the surface where they

(Page 11, please)
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