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MILITARY HOUSING: President Ramos inspécts the four-story medium-rise buildings being constructed by the Bases Conversion Devel-
opment Authority (BCDA) at the Heritage Park outside Fort Bonifacio during a surprise visit last week. The housing project is for families

of military personnel whose houses at Fort~Bonifacio were demolished with the construction of the Circumferential Road (C-5). To the g[)aﬂe
President’s left is Metro Manila Development Authority chairman Prospero Oreta. (Malacafiang Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
Pucemia s

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and tum them into intemnational champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

PAG
& 1L%

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

LABAN CLOSES RANKS

HE Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipino is
making a last-ditch effort to close ranks and
squelch moves to split up the party by
consolidating its leadership and ensuring the soli-
darity of its provincial chapters prior to breaking
off the coalition with the administration Lakas-

NUCD.

This comes as a respile
from an intramural campaign
to dislodge Sen. Edgardo
Angara as the LDP chairman.
Angara, the minority leader
of the seven-senator Con-
science Bloc, threshed oul the
legislative agenda with Sen-
ate  President Neptali
Gonzales (LDP president
emeritus) in a Makati hotel.
The conciliatory Gonzales
offered to be an “hones!
broker” in patching up parly
differences.

As a result, the Laban
made a show of force in
Dumaguelte City with all its
big guns 1o dispel doubts that
its intramurals have frag-
mented the party and to prove
that Laban was “strong and
indivisible™ as the dominant
opposition party. Gonzales,
Angara, Deputy Speaker
Hernando Perez (LDP sec-
retary-peneral), Sen. Emesto
Herrera. Reps. Miguel
Romero, Margarito Teves,
John Osmena and Emigdio
Tanjuatco conferred with
Negros Oriental officials.

On the other hand, Sen.
Miriam D. Santiago’s invi-
tation for opposition parties
to unite against the admin-
istration's Lakas after she lost
her election protest againsl
President Fidel Ramos, drew
divided response. Could the
coolness or outright rejection
of her offer to vice-presiden-
tial prospects be a portent
of her weak support in 19987

Santiago viewed as “in-
sincere and devious™ Presi-
dent Ramos' overture Lo
reconcile with her. Her run-
ning mate in the 1992 elec-
tion, Sen. Ramon Magsaysay,
tried to broker a peace

meeling. But Santiago cited
the administration takcover
of three television stations
as a move to gag media and
condition people for a mar-
tial law situation and an
eventual return of dictator-
ship.

Ramos accused his polit-
ical enemies of manufactur-
ing scenarios 10 promote their
“hidden agenda™ and dis-
avowed government stage-
managing bombings to reim-
pose martial law. While Chief
Superintendent Job Mayo
says bank robbers exploded
the grenades at the Citibank
Towers and Shell House on
Paseo de Roxas (Makati),
PNP Director General
Recaredo Sarmiento suspects
the leftist Alex Boncayao hit
squad was behind the blasts.

NPC NIXES MIRIAM

Sen. Ernesto Mauaceda,
Nationalist People’s Coali-
tion president, was blunt in
saying that if Santiago wants
to be backed outright as the
opposition’s presidential
candidate, it's no deal.
Maceda regards Santiago's
People’s Reform Party as a
paper parly and in no posi-
tion to make impositions.

House minority leader
Ronaldo Zamora said the
NPC has an informal agree-
ment to field Vice President
Joseph Estrada as iis presi-
dential bet in 1998, Howev-
er, Maceda has been parley-
ing with Speaker Jose de
Venecia for an NPC tieup
with Lﬂ'{as with option to
name the vice presidential
and six senatorial candidates.
These are all tentative, said
President Ramos.

Angara welcomed talks

By ERIC S. GIRON

'TO DUMP LAKAS TIES

with Santiago for a united
opposition, saying, “If the
opposition speaks with one
voice. it will be harder for
Malacafian to continue (o turm
a deaf ear to our opposition
and alternative solutions o
the problems saddling our
country.” He espoused the
drafting of a working plat-
form for the LDP, NPC and
PDP. However, Angara is
also bidding for the presi-
dency in 1998.
MIRIAM’S PICKS
Santiago named as her
possible running mate Ma-
nila Mayor Alfredo Lim, who
rejected her overture, saying
he is focusing his time and
energy on Manila projects.
He is eyeing a third term but
may “retire from politics lo
relax and enjoy life.”
Sens, Juan Flavier and
Manuel Fernan are not dis-
posed to play second fiddle
to Santiago. Once a loyal
Cabinet member of Ramos,
Flavier has shown no sign
of abandoning him in favor
of Miriam. Fernando

(Ronnie) Poe Jr. would rather
team up with his buddy,
Joseph Estrada. Basketball’s
Robert Jaworski has not
commented on the Santiago
offer.

People may be turned off
by Santiago's domineering
ways. Modesty is nol among
her virtues although many
will agree grudgingly that she
espouses the right causes and
lambastes governmenl ¢x-
cesses.

LABAN UNITES

Laban partisans agreed (o
consolidate forces in the
February 9 meeling at Rep.
Jose Cojuangco’s Makati
house after deciding to ab-
rogate the LDP coalition with
the Lakas.

A meeting of LDP lead-
ers with Dumaguete Mayor
Agustin Perdicos, six other
mayors, vice mayors and
provincial board members at
Casa Gallega in the city
pledged to act its role as the
“main alternative to the ad-
ministration.”

The Laban leaders next

SENATE PRES. GONZALES, SEN. ANGARA: Conciliatory moves.

met with Iloilo provincial of-
ficials in a continuation of
the seven regional consulta-
tions the LDP conducted in
1994 prior to its November
congress. Parly members
moved Lo advance this yeuar's
congress from November 10
May to settle the raging
leadership issue,

After Sens. Heherson
Alvarez, Raul Roco, Ernesto
Maceda and Sergio Osmeia
Il instigated Angara’s oust-
er as Senate president and
restored Gonzales to the post,
Laban hardliners note
Alvarez has been acting like
a Malacanan agent. He is
now regarded as a fly in the
ointment of the party con-
sensus to break its alliance
with Lakas.

They attribute Alvarez's
agitation for Angara’s oust-
er as parly chairman to his
covering LDP leadership be-
cause he wants Lo be the
Lakas vice-presidential can-
didate in 1998. Laban mem-
bers doubt Alvarez's loyal-
ly because he strongly op-

poses the party breakoff from
the coalition, said Rep.
Neptali Gonzales Jr. (the
Senale president’s son).

Alvarez defended himself,
saying “As long as Sen.
Angara insists on remaining
in control of the party rules
and machinery, he practically
anoints himself the party
standard bearer for the pres-
idency in 1998." Alvarez
accepted Sen. Ernesto
Herrera's dare to run against
Angara at the party conven-
tion.

But Nueva Vizcaya Rep.
Carlos Padilla said Alvarez
does nol have the numbers
to go against Angara and can-
not even assure himself of
votes from the Cagayan Val-
ley, his supposed bailiwick.

Negros Oriental Rep.
Miguel Romero and Bicol
chapter Chairman Edcel
Lagman said Alvarez did not
have the numbers to go
against Angara and were
confident he would be
trounced in a snap election..

(Next page, please)
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Some members are
grooming Deputy Speaker
Hernando Perez as party
chairman. Perez said he
would be the first to step
down as deputy speaker
should the consensus to break
away from the administra-
tion party be confirmed.
Seven LDP members ex-
pressed willingness to give
up party chairmanships.
Thirteen more Laban provin-
cial and district chapters are
set to bolt the Rainbow
Coalition.

Sen. Alberto Romulo,
another anti-Angara member,
saw the move Lo dissolve the
Lakas-Laban coalition as
“flogging a dead horse.” He
said the alliance had served
its purpose in the 1995 elec-
tion and “has already end-
ed.” To preserve Laban in-
dependence, he said it is
better not o be bound by any
formal alliance although the
LDP does not have to be ob-
structionist or adversarial in
dealing with the administra-
tion’s legislative agenda.

Executive Sec. Ruben
Torres, former Lakas cam-
paign manager, reacted Lo
Camarines Sur Gov. Luis
Villafuerte's statement that
Malacafian was sowing dis-
sension in the Laban ranks
to build up a “monolithic
party” like the Kilusang
Bagong Lipunan of
Ferdinand Marcos. He denied
backing up Alvarez’s attempt
to take over the Laban and
to oppose the party’s move
to part with Lakas. He said
this was a purely Laban affair
and the Lakas was not inter-
fering at all.

L
UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

The Supreme Courl did
President  Ramos, Sen.
Miriam Santiago and the
Filipino electorate a disser-
vice in rendering a decision
withoul settling once and for
all the issue of whether Mr.
Ramos legitimately won the
May 11, 1992 polls.

“The people deserve the
whole truth and in an elec-
tion contest, a half truth is
a lie,” declared Associate
Justice Reynaldo Puno who
dissented with Justices Jose
C. Vitug, Santiago M.
Kapunan, Vicente M.
Mendoza, and Ricardo Fran-
cisco. “Mr. Ramos has not
adduced evidence as to prove
acts and omissions of the

EDITORIAL REPORT
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protestant (Santiago) which
can be a basis for a finding
that she “intentionally aban-
doned” her protest. I vote to
continue hearing the election
protest at bar and decide on
the merits without unneces-
sary delay.”

But he was voted down
by the majority vote of Chiefl
Justice Andres Narvasa, Jus-
tices Hilario Davide, Florenz
Regalado, Florida Ruth
Romero. Jose A.R. Melo, and
Regino Hermosisima, Justic-
es Teodoro Padilla and Josue
Belosillo. who gave both
dissenting and ‘concurring
opinions, aligned themselves
with the majority. Justice
Artemio Panganiban (a
former Ramos lawyer) ab-
stained from voting.

a Makati bank building are
immediately suspected to be
the handiwork of government
agents, nolt bank robbers or
the Alex Boncayao hit squad
that has owned such explo-
sions in the past.

Why does President Ra-
mos have Lo belie insinua-

tions that the grenade bomb-.

ings were nol stage-managed
by the military “1o create a
scenario similar to what
happened in the early 1970s™
before Ferdinand Marcos
imposed martial law?
Why do House represen-
tatives have to attribute the
blasts to a plot to create an
atmosphere of chaos and in-
stability to stampede Con-
gress into approving the anti-

_terrorist bill?

e

SEN. SANTIAGO: Early bird.

The majority  ruled
Santiago’'s election as sena-
tor and her assuming office
renders the issue academic
and tantamount to the sen-
ator’s abandonment or with-
drawal. But dismissing the
case on a technicality does
not declare with finality who
won the ballot count. After
all, there have been cases of
“dagdag, bawas" proven in
the counting of ballots and
Santiago paid the court P10
million to verify if she won
or lost. Santiago comment-
ed: “This deprived the peo-
ple of a chance to get to the
truth as to who really won."”

WHY MARTIAL LAW

RUMORS PERSIST

It has come to a point
where grenade explosions at

Of course it would help
il the police were efficient
to capture the culprits a week
alter the explosions. But days
alter the Valentine's Day
launching of the grenades
that shattered the Shell House
ninth floor glass window and
the Citibank's glass facade
on Paseo de Roxas (Makati)
at 12:35 noon, wounding
three women and a man with
shrapnel, police are still
facing a blank wall.

Jaime Cardinal Sin was
reminded by the blasts of the
scripted ambush of Defense
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile
in his car which the Marcos
regime blamed on the com-
munist New People's Army
but which Enrile said in 1986
was stage-managed by him.

It provided the excuse to

declare martial law,

“There is no way Lhis
country will return to mar-
tial law under the Ramos ad-
ministration,” the President
assured the Philippine Mil-
itary Academy on its 91st
Alumni Day celebration.

Police could merely spec-
ulate on four men seen driv-
ing away in an L-300
Mitsubishi van afier they saw
a police car coming from
Makati Avenue. A foreign
wOomary saw a gunman in a
priest’'s cassock and bonnet
firing from the laundry deck
of Blanco Center on Alfaro
Street, a few blocks from
Citibank Towers.

Two bags containing a
priest’s cassock, bonnets and
gloves were found with (wo
M-16 rifles (one having an
M-203 grenade launcher), six
grenade shells and Armalite
magazines by housemaids
Susan Nacis and Lourdes
Castro in front of units 404
and 411 occupied by the
Verdugo and Domingo fam-
ilies at the Blanco Center.

The shooter atop the
Blanco Center was either a
sniper or backup of bank
robbers who misfired two of
four shots that hit the Shell
House instead, said the
Makati bomb disposal chief.

Chief Supt. Job Mayo
surmised that bank robbers
resorted to the grenades after
alert bank security guards
foiled their entry, But PNP
Director General Recaredo
Sarmiento recalled two years
ago the Alex Boncayao squad
had owned responsibility for
blasting the generator house
of Shell on Padre Faura in
protest to the oil price in-
crease then. He believes the
grenade blasts are also pro-
tests against the oil price
hikes.

But the Alex Boncayao
Brigade denounced the gre-
nade blasts as “blatant™ Ra-
mos admimstration moves to
create
and violence reminiscent of
the fake assassination attempt
on then Defense Minister
Juan Ponce Enrile prior 1o
martial law in 1972,

! LI
MILITARIZATION
President Fidel Ramos

beirayed his major weakness

on why a military man should
not be elected President by
confessing he feels comfort-
able with his military “com-

a scenario of chaos

PFA condemns newsman’s slay

MANILA — The murder of Ferdinand Reyes, editor,
publisher and rights defender, “deserves the strongest
condemnation by anyone who cherishes freedom,” the
Press Foundation of Asia, the regional association of
news organizations, said in a press statement last week.

Reyes was gunned down in his office in Dipolog
City, in southern Philippines, on Monday moming.

“It was as much a naked attack on Reyes as on his
profession and on democracy, and, while it reminds us
of the high price of freedom, it also reveals the state’s
grave inability to guarantee it,” the Foundation said.

“*The Foundation offers its deepest condolences to
Reyes' family and colleagues, and hopes his killers
would be brought quickly to justice,” it added.

rades and brothers” of 33
years in the Armed Forces,
who are “the people we must
be proud of for their servic-
es.”

But it also exposes his
inability to recruit civilian
lechnocrats who can raise the
level of his Cabinet above
mediocrity.

Military men are no doubt
disciplined and Mr. Ramos
tends Lo favor them on his
claim that a soldier’s nature
is "“just Lo do and not Lo talk,
just to serve and sacrifice
without asking for recogni-
tion and glory.” That be-
comes debatable once the
military man falls into the
bureaucratic ways.

A parallel is drawn be-
tween General Ramos and
the late President Ferdinand
Marcos who made it a prac-
tice to pack the bureaucracy
with retired generals and
colonels. “That’s exactly how
the military dictatorship start-
ed,” lawyer Rene Saguisag
points out.

Sen. Blas Ople was niore
severe in his criticism that
the President’s penchant for
appointing ex-military and
police officers to top civil-
ian positions casts doubt on
his disavowal to impose
martial rule.

Is General Ramos™ pack-
ing ol al least 24 military
men to key government
positions in consonance with
his formula to achieve an in-
dustrialized state like the
emergent ligers of Asia by
the year 20007 Officials note
that the Ramos circle is
confined to his Armed Forces
cronies, his province-mates
from Pangasinan and mem-
bers of his Lakas Party, Bul
there is a wealth of unmined
talent oul there who can do
their country proud.

The Ramos appointment

ol 24 military men to gov-
ernment positions who are
mostly retirees assured of
lump-sum or monthly pen-
sions for life deprive highly
qualified civilians of sensi-
tive jobs where they can do
better.
L N
FLOATING COFFINS

Maritime authorities are
still investigating the over-
loading of Kimelody Cristy
in which dozens of passen-
gers died when it caught fire
off Fortune Island on Decem-
ber 13 and here again is a
rotting wooden ferry carry-
ing double its 100-passenger
capacity that proved to be a
floating coffin.

The 75-ton Gretchen I
with “wood so rotten you
could pinch chunks off it”
manifested only 56 passen-
gers out of the 100 it is al-
lowed. Bul when big waves
battered the ferry 500 meters
from Cadiz City (Negros
Oriental) shoreline during a
gale at 6 p.m. February 18,
at least 54 people were
drowned, 141 were rescued
and about 15 still missing.
Definitely, the launch was
carrying more than 200 pas-
sengers or twice its capac-
iLy.

When the boat tilted, pas-
sengers rushed Lo one side,
causing it Lo capsize, No
investigation can bring back
to life the 31 children and
23 adults confirmed drowned.
Overloading has caused high
casualties averaging 661 dead
and missing in 224 sea mis-
haps a year in 1982-1990.
The Dona Paz collision with
a tanker in 1987 left 4,341
people dead.

But there were a series
of more sea mishaps in re-
cent years. All these ships
were overloaded.
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East-West Center

Special Report

Asia-Pacific Airline
Industry:

Ecomic

Boom and Political Conflict

CONCLUSION

By SUMNER J. LA CROIX AND, DAVID JONATHAN WOLFF

The positions of Asian governments al the. ICAO conference reflect two

obstacles to multilateral liberalization. First, Asian airlines have gen-

erally been profitable, in part because of restrictive bilateral treaties,
Because many Asian carriers are still partially government-owned, govern-
ments may be reluctant to adopt new competitive arrangements that eliminate
or reduce these profits. Enhanced competition will reduce flag carriers’ profits
and possibly lead to layoffs or wage cuts at the government firms. The far-
reaching liberalization experiment in Europe has already been hampered by
government ownership of 10 of Europe’s 15 largest carriers. As increased
competition has reduced the profits of a number of European flag carriers,
including Air France, TAP Air Portugal, and Olympic Airways, European
governments have shown great reluctance to proceed with the European Un-
ion’s phased-in liberalization. A second obstacle centers on enforcement.
European countries or airlines can appeal to the European Court and the
European Commission if other countries are not implementing Europe’s avi-
ation agreement properly. Asia has no institutions of even a remotely compa-

rable scope.

In sum, an Asia-Pacific
experiment with multilateral
avialion arrangements is un-
likely to be implemented
anylime soon. The 1994 ICAO
conference illustrates the dif-
ficulty of ncgotiating more
liberalized trade in negotia-
tions involving just one n-
dustry. Within such a frame-
work, it 1s almost impossible
to compensate losing coun-
tries whose national airlines
will shrink or zven disappear
in a liberalized regime, Un-
less losing countries receive
some compensation, they are
unlikely to support such a
regime, The next section
discusses the necessily of
bundling negotiations over the
world aviatuon regime into the
WTO framework. We begin,
however, by considering the
role of APEC in coordinat-
ing other important aspects of
air services in the region,
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) and Civ-
il Aviation

APEC has emerged in this
decade as a viable mechanism
within which Asia-Pacific
governments can discuss eco-
nomic policies and could
provide a suitable forum for
the formulation and discus-
sion of a menu of new pol-
icies for international coop-
eration in aviation through-
out the Asia-Pacilic region.
APEC already has an active
Working Group on Transpor-

tation, which has been charged
with studying and recommend-
ing ways lo improve infra-
structure, facilitate movement
of passengers and freight,
collect and exchange data, and
enhance safety and securily.
The region is already
moving toward marked expan-
sion of primary airport capac-
ities to alleviate the conges-
tion on many 2'rline trunk
routes in East Asia and be-
tween Asia and North Amer-
ica. Upgrading secondary
gateways and linking them
directly to other secondary
gateways will be necessary lo
meel the diversification and
development needs of the
region's aviation market,
Investments in airpori capac-
ity are not independent; ex-
pansion of facilities at one
end ol a route makes little
difference if facilities at the
other end cannot handle ad-
ditional traffic, The value of
airport investments in the
region can be maximized only
il countries coordinate their
investments. To that end.
APEC's Working Group on
Transportation has initiated a
“Congestion Points Study"
designed to identify key con-
gestion points, coordinate
industry roundtable discus-
sions on the issue, and dis-
cuss cooperative mechanisms
for addressing bottlenecks,
An alternative to additional
investment in tarmac would

be to implement a satellite-
based navigation system, such
as the Future Air Navigation
System (FANS), the Global
Positioning System (GPS), or
the Global Navigation Satel-
lite System (GNSS), which
precisely tracks aircraft loca-
tions in the air and on the
ground. By reducing the
amount of runway time re-
quired for an aircraft to land
or take off, these systems can
reduce costs and increase
runway capacity, without jeop-
ardizing safety, Given the high
land and capital costs of
expanding existing airports in
urban areas, adoption of a
satellite navigation system in
the Asia-Pacific region is
critical. The United States has
decided to implement GPS as
ils prime navigation system
by 1997, and Austraha, New
Zealand, and the South Pa-
cific Islands are set to imple
ment FANS over the next
year. However, most Asian
governments are nol yet com-
mitted to the rapid introduc-
tion of a satellite system.
APEC's Working Group on
Transportation stands out as
the best regional forum avail-
able for encouraging countries
to implement a region-wide
satellite navigation system.

Studying the gains from
multilateral liberalization in
Asia-Pacific aviation should
also be high on the agenda
of the Working Group on

ASIA-PACIFIC: Important

Transportation. A solid report
that evaluates the effects, both
posilive negalive, ol
multilateral liberalization
could alert policymakers lo
the potential gains from such
cooperation,  Ultimately,
APEC could also provide a
forum for negotiation ol an
aviation agreement. Because
the organization currently
lacks the institutional infra-
structure for monitoring and
enforcement, a regional agree-
meni would need to create new
mechanisms for such purpos-
es or be structured as self-
enforcing. Member countries
have not yet been able lo
agree, however, on the future
direction of APEC. In the
short run, therefore, the organ-
ization will not have suffi-
ciently developed enforcement
and monitoring mechanisms
to be the vehicle for such a
fundamental reform,

AL the 1994 APEC con-
ference in Bogor, Indonesian
delegates urged individual
APEC countries to develop
trade liberalization measures
that could be implemented
unilaterally. Purging the U.S.-
Japun aviation (reaty of its
outdated provisions could be
a focus of U.S. unilateral
measures. First, Washington
could eliminate the burden-
some requirement that Japa-
nese airlines ngust stop in San
Francisco on *il'lh Freedom
flights 1o Europe. Second,
Washington could allow Jap
anese airlines 1o operate Filth
Freedom [ights from any U.S
international airport (0 any
third country in Europe,
Central America, or South
America. Although such ser-
vice cannot begin without the
third country's approval, a
policy of unlimited Fifth
Freedom Rights to Japanese
carriers would be more con-
sistent with the U.S. policy
of encouraging competition on
international routes. These
unilateral liberalizations of

and

market for new jumbo jets.

Fifth Freedom Rights would
impose costs on U.S,
airlines but would help to
a level playing [field
for Japanese airlines.

few
create

From Restricted Bilateral to
Open Skies Arrangements?

The first Open Skies avi-
ation agreement was signed
by the Netherlands and the
United States in September
1992, 1t allows for deregula-
tion of pricing and route
capacity, expanded route flex-
ibility, Filth Freedom opera-
tions, a double-disapproval
fare structure (which allows
a farc to be offered unless
both governments veto it),
code-sharing opportunities,
and cenhanced access to com-
puterized reservation systems.
In 1995, the United States
signed Open Skies agreements
with nine other small Euro-
pean countries, thereby greatly
expanding U.S. airlines’ ac-
cess o the European market
and placing pressure on lhe
larger European states lo re-
consider their air policies.
Whether or not traffic diver-
sion 1o Open Skies countries
will force them to reconsider
their bilateral agreements with
the United States is still an
open question.

A similar strategy in Asia
would face the same ques-
tions. To date, no Open Skies
treaties have been negotiated
in Asia. In Europe, the larger
countries resisted lhiberalized
service agreements because
their airlines have higher

operating costs than those of

U.S. carners. In the Asia
Pacific region, Japanese car-
riers tend lo have higher
operating costs per tonne-
kilometer available than U.S,
carriers (JAL=$.52 compared
with American Airlines=$.39).
In an Asia-Pacific aviation
marketl in which carriers are
free to enter and exit and to
sel prices, Japanese carriers
could suffer major losses in
market shares and are likely

to continue to oppose such
Open Skies arrangements.

It is possible that the
United States will follow the
pattern set in Europe and
negotiate Open Skies Lreaties
with smaller Asian countries,
in particular Singapore. In this
scenario, China, Japan, and
some ASEAN countries would
probably resist U.S. pressure
to liberalize and continue with
the current system of restricted
bilateral agreements. Until air-
service negotiations can be
structured lo provide compen-
sation to losing countries,
liberalization of air service in
Asia is likely 1o continue to
be negotiated on a country-
by-country basis. Providing
compensation may best be
achieved by linking air-ser-
vice negotiations with other
trade negotiations. Countries
that lose under a liberalized
air-service regime could then
be provided with concessions
on other trade issues. As
discussed below, the best
forum for this type of *'link-
age'' may be the trade nego-
tiations conducted under the
auspices of the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

Asian opposition 1o U.S.
Open Skies proposals has,
however, not stopped three
countries -- Thailand, Malay-
sia, and Indonesia -- from
entering into @ memorandum
ol understanding to set up
Asia-Pacific's first multilat-
cral aviation regime in the
““Growth Triangle'" districts
of each country, The Growth
Triangle encompasses South-
ern Thailand, the Malaysian
peninsula, and Sumatra. Each
country has designated three
cities [rom which two airlines
from each country can starl
air service, No Fifth Freedom
or sabotage flights are cur-
rently allowed. Whereas the
Growth Triangle Pact is a
multilateral venture, its pro-
visions are still relatively

(Next page, please)




restrictive and represent only
a small step forward from
traditional bilateral pacts.

The Growth Triangle pacl
raises the possibility that lib-
eralization of aviation service
may occur via a proliferation
of small, multilateral aviation
agreements within Asia. Since
some countries’ opposition (o
liberalization stems [rom a
fear of domination by U.S.
carriers, the pact could be a
harbinger of regional multi-
lateral aviation agreements
that do not include the Unit-
ed States. Such pacts will be
difficult to ne gotiate, how-
ever, because cost differenc-
es among Asian airlines would
produce the same problems
as a pact that includes the
United States. Unless a meth-
od of compensaling losing
countries is devised, liberal
regional avialion agreements
in Asia will not be viable. In
sum, a regional multilateral
aviation pact, with or with
out the United States. 1s
unlikely to be implemented
in the near f[uture.
Asia-Pacific Aviation and the
WwWTO

The Uruguay Round of the
GATT negotiations (concluded
in December 1993) achieved
significant reductions in tar-
iff and nontarilf barriers o
trade. The new WTO Agree-
ment achieved significant
breakthroughs, including
major reductions in tariff and
nontariff barriers to trade, new
rules for trade-related intel-
lectual property, and a wid-
ening of WTO"s scope o
include trade in some servic-
es. International air services
were, however, specifically
excluded from the new WTO
provisions and will continue
to be regulated (outside of
Europe) by bilateral aviation
agreements. In addition, the
Uruguay Round did not ad
dress the issue ol closed
domestic aviation markels.
With the Exception of New
Zealand, all domestic markets
in the Asia-Pacilic region,
including the large U.S.. Jap-
anese, and Chinese markets,
are closed to participation by
foreign carriers.

Despile government pro
tests to the contrary, nothing
in the economic structure or
organization of the interna-
tional airline industry warranis
the protection ol domesiic
airlines in either inlernation
al or domestic markets, Eco
nomic theory provides no
justification for excluding air
passenger services [rom i
future WTO agreement.

Although the policy dis
tance from the current pro-
tectionist bilateral regime lo
an open worldwide multilat
eral regime is clearly enor
mous, the Uruguay Round
dismantled a protectionist
trading system of equal com-
plexity and political sensitivity
- the Multifibre Agreement
regulating trade in textiles.
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Given that the conclusion of
the next round of WTO trade
negotiations is at least 10
years away, there is sulficient
time for policymakers and
industry analysts to consider
the general framework with-
in which the principles of the
WTO could be applied to civil
aviation; for interested par-
ties to formulate and critique
specific policy proposals; for
the media to publicize the
proposals and to alert the
public of the potential for
lower prices and expanded
international air service; and
for international civil aviation
organizations, airlines, and
governments to make prepa-
rations for policy implemen

tation. A WTO resolution on
the current protectionist air
traffic regime should be
grounded in the fundamental
principles of the WTO: open

ing of domestic markels, trans
parency, lariffication, and
nondiscrimination in (rade.

Opening of Domestic Mar-
kets In its report, the U.S
National Commission
enthusiastic aboul U.S. entry
into new multilateral interna-
tional air service arrange
ments. The report is, howev-
er, noticeably silent as to
whether the recommendation
applies to the huge U.S.
domestic market. In Novem-
ber 1994, the U.S. Department
of Transportation issued a
policy paper on international
air transportation, which con-
tained no proposals for open-
ing the closed U.S, markel.
China and Japan are also nol
discussing this issue, although
China is allowing limited
foreign investment in its air-
lines. Unless large countries
begin 1o consider opening their
domestic markets to foreign
carriers, objections to inter-
national liberalization abound.
If there are *‘economies of
scope’’ with respect 1o do
mestic service and internation
al service, i.e., if the cost of
providing international service
falls as more domestic
vice is produced, then airlines
from large countries with
closed markets will have cost
advantages on inlernational
roules

was

SCr-

National securily concerns
over access by loreign air
lines 1o domestic
markels are usually cited as
the ratjonale behind the ban
Most countries want to main-
tain sufficient capacily in
domestically owned airlines
to ensure mirhift capacity
during a civil or military
emergency, Such seccurity
concerns, although obviously
vital, can be addressed with
relatively  straightforward
policy measures. First, a
country’s government could
require foreign airlines (o
register a lixed percentage ol
their planes in that country.
These planes could be requi-
sitioned in an emergency.
Second, [ew governmenls have

avialion

trealy commitments that re
quire long-haul capability to
send (roops overscas. Most
countries with treaty obliga-
tions, such as the industrial-
ized democracies, are likely
to retain significant domes-
lic capacity even if foreign
carriers significantly penetrate
the matet. As long as do-
mestic carriers are not reduced
to a trivial market share,
enough domestic capacily is
likely to be retained to fulfill
military obligations. For ex-
ample, the U.S. airlift of
troops to Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the Gull War required only
a fraction of the U.S. air-
passenger capacily.

More important, a coun-
try may not be pleased if an
airline from an unfriendly
country attains a substantial
share ol its aviation market.
This consideration could,
however, be overcome by

 regularly reviewing the licens-

es of airlines allowed to fly
domestic routes. Airlines from
unfriendly countries would be
decertified or more intensely
regulated. Citizenship require
ments [or all employees, with
the exception of senior man-
agement, ol foreign service
corporations (banking, insur-
ance, etc,) would also help
to alleviate securily concems.
Transparency and Tarrifi-
cation A central principle of
the WTO process is transpar-
ency. To encourage transpar-
ency, the WTO stresses the
conversion of nontariff trade
barriers into tariff barriers.
Once nontarifl barriers 1o trade
have been converted into
tariffs, negotiations between
countries concerning the re
ciprocal reduction ol tarill
barriers can proceed under the
WTO framework.

Trade barriers in aviation
are clearly not characterized
by transparency. Whereas the
bilateral system of aviation
agreements 1s relatively casy
to understand, the trealy sys-
tem obscures the way in which
restrictive arrangements aflect
airline prices, Such effects
would become immediately
apparent if countries had lo
impose lariffs to prevent
{oreign pencetration ol air-
service markets. There 15 no
reason why quotas in civil
avialion could not be convert
ed into tanffs on the price
charged to ticket holders on
foreign airlines. The tarifls
could be set as a percentage
ol the ucket price or the cargo
value,

The switch lrom a system
of negotated, limited-access
quotas to open-access lariffs
is important primarily because
it would set the stage for the
transition to a free market in
aviation services. First, 1t
would allow a ceiling 1o be
placed on market nnperfec-
tions. In many other indus-
tries, governments have agreed

that they will not raise lar-
iffs but will only consider
reducing them. Converting
restrictions in airline markets
into tariffs and then binding
the tariff structure would
constitute an important [irst
slep toward free trade in
airline and set a
foundation for future negoti-
ations.

Second, setung tarifls on
airline services would allow
these services to be bundled
with other goods and servic-
es in WTO negotiations. This
is importani, as some coun-
tries’ airline industries will
lose when the air-service
market is liberalized. When
the airline industry is grouped
with other industries in trade
negotiations, however, loss-
¢s in one industry may be
outweighed by gains in other
industries. Daniel Kasper has
correctly noted that this ne
gotiating framework rewards
countries with extensive trade

SCrvices

barriers, as the barriers are
converted into valuable bar
gainmng chips. Nonetheless. the
process also provides a [ea-
sible mechanism for moving
toward a free-trade regime.
National Treatment For
tariffication to be successful,
governments must be held lo
the WTO principles of non-
discrimination and national
treatment in the airline indus-
try. These two principles
assert that two firms [rom
different foreign countries will
receive the same (reatment
from a government and that
a foreign [irm will receive the
same treatment from the
government as a domeslic
firm. The two principles are
particularly important in the
aviation industry because air
service requires not only
permission to fly to a coun-
try bul also arrangements 1o
us ¢ complementary services
al the couniry's airporis,

The need for guarantees of
national treatment 1s best
illustrated by the problem of
foreign airline nccess lo do-
mestic airports. Many Asia-
Pacific airports are already
near capacity, and others reach
capacity during peak operal-
mg hours. Thus, lower lar:
ilfs would not necessanly
increase the number of Mights
1o a country because its air-
ports could not handle the
additional capacity. Govern
ments could take the path of
deregulating international air
service bul conlinue lo use
mechanisms 1o allocate land
ing and take-off slots that
favor domestic Nirms, 1.e.,
grandtathered allocations of
slots.

Of course, nondiscrimina-
tory slot allocation mecha-
nisms do exist. Airporl au-
thorities could, for example,
allocate landing slots at air-
ports by auction. An auction
would ensure that airlines
offering the most desirable

price/quality combination to
consumers would be award-
¢d the slot, This would pro-
vide additional incentives for
domestic and foreign airlines
to lower operating costs and
to offer a competitive prod-
uct mix. Morcover, the
amount of revenue raised [rom
slot auctions would provide
a signal concerning the value
of additional airport capaci-
ty. Whatever the merits of the
auction allocation system,
WTO must ensure that the slot
allocation mechanism is com-
patible with national treatment
and nondiscrimination so that
restrictive slot allocation
mechanisms do not merely
replace the current restrictive
system of bilateral treaties.
CONCLUSION

This report has provided
an overview of the currenl
status of aviation in the Asia-
Pacific region, analyzed the
political and economic issues
behind the region’s increas-
ingly numerous aviation dis-
putes, and discussed the po-
tential for regional coopera
tion in developing a ne w
institutional framework for the
region’s air passenger indus-
try. Our research shows that,
over the past two decades,
high rates of economic growth
in Asia have spurred the rapid
expansion of commercial
aviation indusiries servicing
the region. Many Asia-Pacil-
ic countries have benefited
from this boom, but the con-
tinued expansion is now lead-
ing to the breakdown of the
framework of bilateral agree-
menlts thal have governed
Asia-Pacific aviation since the
end of World War II. Expan-
ston in the number of pas-
sengers, airlines, and routes
has stimulated competition
and intensified aviation dis-
putes, thereby increasing len-
sions in the international
relations of the region. Po-
tentially, such tensions could
fuel increased protectionism.

Proponents of an Open
Skies policy argue that liber-
alization of the current sys-
tem would produce even grealt-
er economic benefits. How-
cver, whereas [ree trade is
usually superior to protected
trade, 1t also generates los-
ers, Until a method is devised
for compensating the losers,
Open Skies proposals are
unlikely to fly. An objective
and in-depth analysis of the
impact of an Open Skies
regime on the airlines ol
developing countries is cril
ically neceded belore such
proposals are likely to be
considered seriously.

In the near term, it is likely
that Asia-Pacilic commercial
aviation will remain a some
whal turbulent mix ol trans-
national agreements and ul-
tranational confrontations.
With fair and effective inter-
national leadership, however,
we believe that mutually bene-
ficial negotiation of an Open

Skies regime, most probably
through WTO trade negotia-
tions, is ultimately possible.

In preparing for the [uture,
it would be wise to learn from
the lessons of the past. The
history of the U.S. airline
industry clearly demonsirates
that deregulation of fares and
routes does not mean the end
of government involvement.
Even ifi a deregulated multi-
lateral aviation regime, many
governments will continue to
provide airport infrastructure,
allocate airport slots and
roules, review mergers, scru-
tinize foreign ownership ap-
plications, and set and enforce
safety regulations. Price-en-
try deregulation cannot fully
succeed unless it is coupled
with appropriate government
policies and adequate infra-
structure investments.

Our analysis leads to three
specilic policy recommenda-
tions that stem from this
recognition of the continued
role of government in the
aviation industry.

1. APEC should act to
facilitate:

* Regional coordination of
infrastructure investment,
thereby avoiding costly du-
plication of regional hub
facilities

« Regional implementation
of the FANS or GPS satellite
navigation system, thereby
saving national governments
billions of dollars

« Regional implementation
of auctions to allocate airporl
landing and 1akeoff slots
during peak times

» Regional price-entry dere-
gulation.

Two reports on global lib-
eralization are duec in 1996
from the Organizanion for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). APEC
should wse these reports as a
foundation lor lurther, more
detailed research on the fea-
sibility of a more liberal
aviation regime i the Asia-
Pacific region,

2. Asian povernments
should continue to privatize
national fag carriers to fa-
cilitate lower-cost airline
operations and enhanced ac-
cess o anternational capital
markets, Until airlines are
“III;L'[ p!]\-"UlL’ ll\\'lll‘.rbhll)_ a
liberal aviation regime can-
nol succeed in the region

3. Researchers in the avi-
ation industry, academia, and
government should develop
detatled proposals [or includ
ing wirline services in the next
WTO agreement.

The clear challenge lor
both the airline industry and
governments in the Asia-Pa-
cific region 1s 1o recognize
the proper role for each par-
ty and thereby facilitate an
efficient and ongoing response
to changing passenger de-
mands, new technologies, and
increasing compelition.
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EDITORIAL

Rogues in robes

OMEHOW, we have felt all along that the time will come, considering

the involvement of the man. L’homme engage, as the French would call
someone like him. And the time came, finally, last week.

Jaime Cardinal Sin broke his long-held silence over perceived shenanigans
in the justice system which he accused of prostitution for allegedly selling court
decisions. “In the salas of these judges,” the good Cardinal asserts, “Lady Justice
has discarded her blindfold; she winks like a whore at whoever weighs judgment

with money in his or her favor; she scorns those who, in seeking justice, are ’

unable to satisfy her greed.”

This is the most telling indictment of the justice system in this country. We
still recall that hapless mother of four kids who was sentenced to life for selling
a few sticks of marijuana, a “sideline” job to augment her income as peanut and
cigarette vendor, It was the law, the so-called judge justified his decision, bliss-
fully unaware that the higher ends of justice are the nobler goals the law seeks
to achieve. Or was it because money would never show its beautiful face in this
* case?

“It is difficult to conceive of any sadder national defeat than when justice
has become a prostitute,” the angry prelate further observed. Perhaps he was
thinking of another so-called justice who has retired after a round-the-world trip
and P25 million to boot after a favorable decision for a giant telecommunications
company.

We wish the Cardinal dropped a few hints about the bought cases and the
personality of the judges that have steadily eroded the justice system and out-
raged the mass of the thinking citizenry. Instead, to our disappointment, he
articulated only what he said is being talked about in whispers while expressing
hopes that this “cancer” will be cured and the “rogues in robes™ will be exposed.
We expect him to be a little bit more explicit the next time.

But we salute his hard-hitting tirade against those whom ordinary citizens
addressed as honorable, like corrupt state officials and politicians who think they
deserve the honorific while stealing relentlessly. Here's the Cardinal again, who
is turning out to be a man of our own heart: “Those garbed in robes of justice,
those deferentially addressed by low and mighty alike as “Your Honor, those
vowed to the impartial dispensation of justice from the hallowed benches of our
courts are often on the take.”

Erap must be one happy man. His hoodlums in robes may soon be declas-
sified.

Marcosa squawks again

T HE extant half of the conjugal thieves squawks again. Last week Marcosa
took to the low house flier to praise the Marcoses, 20-year rule, citing
achievements she claims remain unsurpassed to this day.

She must have had a field day. With a few notable exceptions, congressmen
listened to her first privileged speech, perhaps in hopes that they will receive
the usual envelop after it. The gallery, it was reported, was jampacked with a
gathering of fools who presumably praised Marcosa’s every word to the high
heavens.

Expectedly, Jose de Venecia and Ronaldo Zamora congratulated her, but
we are at a loss to understand why Joker Arroyo chose to remain silent over
Marcosa’s lies. Perhaps he feels, rightly, that this creature is not worth his time.
It took Hernani Braganza, a young man with a bright future because he can see
the light, to put Marcosa in her right place. Describing her speech as a “political
Mother Goose overflowing with fairy tales but devoid of the truth,” the congress-
man from Pangasinan zeroed in on the most cogent argument against Marcosa's
hallucinations: “She missed what could be her greatest contribution to the solu-
tion of our problems — the return of the Marcos stolen wealth.”

Braganza has a perceptiveness that makes him loom brightly in the political
horizon. He brushed aside the cobwebs from Marcosa’s delusions with a clear-
cut delineation of the Marcoses, 20 year of abuse and plunder that resulted in
multi-billion dollar debts that to this day saddles “Filipinos like a yoke. Her
litany of her late husband’s accomplishments bares only one thing: that he over-
stayed in power for 20 years.”

We thought for a time that after Mrs. Corazon Aquino treated her like
garbage and ignored her rantings completely, Marcosa would be more circum-
spect. In a way we are genuinely happy that she is squawking again, this will
give opinion writers more chances to comment on her lies. Which, no doubt, they
will do in gleeful abandon as before. Marcosa makes our lives brighter.
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EDSA heroes all

BY this time, the 10th anniversary of the
so-called EDSA Revolution of 1986 already
be history, Hopefully, soon too well all those
who claim to be heroes of the event: Cory
& Co.. Enrile. Ramos, Honasan & Co., and
countless others including Marcos himsell who,
according (o his loyalists, deserves the na-
tion's gratitude for his "kindness™; otherwise
he could have ordered the massacre of Lhe
millions who thronged EDSA to give support
to the scared forces of Ennile, Ramos, Honasan
& Co,

Their sell-serving claims are nauseating.

(Incidentally, EDSA s a bastardization,
not just a contraction, of a street named after
a nationalist: Epifanio de los Santos Avenue.
Know Mr, De Los Santos? About Dolphy,
Fernando Po¢ Jr.. Nora Aunor, Ina Raymundo,
Richard Gomez?)

It's high time nay, it's long overdue

that Cory & Co., Enrile, Ramos, Honasan
& Co. and their followers stopped claiming
credit for credit not due them. All of them
just rode on the already erupting people’s
volcano against Marcos, of whom Enrile.
Ramos and Honasan had been alter epos.

With or without them, the people, save
for the diehard Marcosians, would have risen
up against the Dictator sooner or later

Marcos' downflall was only a matter of
time, and what the likes of Cory and Enrile
did was merely 1o hasten that downfall

Cory our Joan of Arc? No way! Enrile,
Ramos and Honasan authentic EDSA heroes?
When they were after their own skins, first

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

and foremost? They had no choice bul to do
what they did, as Marcos was closing in on
them. Our favorite Cardinal? Remember his
“Mabuhay si Marcos!™?

The heroes of EDSA are the anonymous
anti-Marcos Filipinos, many of whom died in
the dead of night of the Dictatorship. At the
time of their deaths. the names of Cory, Enrile
and their i1k were unheard of as anti-Marcos
({s]e B

TREEEN

I think I know this state prosecutor well
enough to say that his “irrevocable resig-
nation” was not so much because of the
“threats’ to him and his family as because
of other reasons. Reasons which typical
bureaucrats simply couldn’t resist, espe-
cially if those reasons run to six or more
digits.

L E R XY

The San Miguel-Asia Brewery ad wur on
taxes proves only one thing: either or both
of them are ax cheats.

What's ironic about it is that both have
invoked “Truth in advertising™!

Scee what Big Business can do in a sociely
like ours? .

We Forum

MEVBER

PHILPRINE PRESS INSTITUTE

Published once a week by the J. BURGOS MEDIA
SERVICES, Inc¢. with editorial and business olTices at 92
Road 1, corner Road 33, Project 6, Quezon City, Tels. Nos.
928-53-67; 928-51-17 (Administrative, Circulation and
Prodction), 928-40-97 (Editorial),

JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

PUBLISHER-EDITOR




FORUM

OPINION

FEB. 26-MARCH 3, 1996

by EDITA T. BURGCS

Beautiful
Children

TENDING the garden last Friday, 1 was
happy to see that new buds were starting
to peep from the slender but verdant leaves
of my orchids. They would be blooming n
three weeks or so... juslt after the early petals
would have fallen off.

I counted 8 new spikes. Two times the
number [ already had at the moment. Nol
bad, I thought. But it would have been nice
if all the blooms opened at the same time.
The garden would surely be a lovely sight.

[f only I could hasten the blooming. II
only I could urge them to hurry. I was excited
1o know what colors the new blooms would
have. But this can't be so. One never gets
flowers to bloom by forcing open the pet-
als.

Just like in the growth of a child, a mother
and father can guide and direct but only
within the child’s own developmental pace.

A baby cannot be forced to walk, talk or
sing until it is time, And when il is lime,
it is the baby who gives the cue. Oftentimes,
we are surprised to find the baby walking
and talking without any prodding or any
help from adults.

While some parents wish their children
would grow faster so that they would be
free 1o attend to more “important”™ businesses,
others wish that they could delay the pro-
cess of growing up so that they could enjoy
their cildren for a longer time before teir
children discover the outside world and their
“wings™ start to spread.

Whichever of the two Lypes we are, we
are not the deciding factor. Our children do
grow and they do in their own good time.
And growth is the the addition of things
from the outside but a a force that emannates
from within.

A blooming orchid is a sight to behold
and to cherish. Like so, our children with-
out conscious effort would look beattiful if
they are brought up in Christian homes where
love is a living testament. For these chil-
dren would metamorphose into full blooms
and their fragrance would offer a scent of
love and of giving,

God has placed in some men and women
the task of leading a nation. Others must
accomplish assigned tasks no less greater.
But to parents, the noblest task is given...
that of helping our children into other Christs,
How we ahieve this assignment will deter-
mine the answers we will give on Judgment
Day.

If Zobel & Lucio could see me now!

AT nine o'clock Tuesday morning, Feb-
ruary 13, 1996, different people were doing
different chores all over the country.

At the Manila postolfice, imformation
assistant Carlos Bagui hefted the Valentine
Day greeting card envelopes in his hands,
counted the postage stamp money given him
and found the new postal rates (P4 for min;
tmum weight, Metro Manila mailing) insul
ficient. He thought of sending the lot by third
class printed matter rate, but remembered:
lindi pueede, may nakasulat sa loob. Kailangan
first class mail. Nol to worry. Easier to deliver

“all personally,

Inside a super jeep cruising toward Guagua
in Pampanga, former Rep. Oscar Santos
guffaws over a story 1old by one of the 22
top Quezon Province coop leaders riding with
him.

“There was a teacher,” the man said, "whose
eyes were so weak he spenl most of his life
going from one oculist to another. Finally,
with his corrective lenses nearly an inch thick
and his vision reduced 1o a liny, astigmatic
slit, he came across an herbal doctor who
compounded a special potion for him. After
taking the medication for only two days, the
teacher’s cyes were back to a perfect 20/20,
In lus great joy, the man hit his old special
ized spees with a heavy hammer, and took
up simultaneous occupations as a girl and
bird watcher.

“Like the Lakas-LDP coalition, this po-
tion ran out, The herbalist who prepared it
for him died of diphtheria with testicular com-
plications. When the supply did run out, the
teacher was lost. He had already destroyed

his optical glass specs — and Ronnie Velasco
had just announced there was no market for
optical glasses. So he had o settle for a set
made of guaranteed-to-scraich-plasue lenses.”™

The moral of the story Oca Santos heard?
Simple: Boys will make passes at girls weanng
glasses. Bul the gals will have to take off
more than just their glasses before they get
solicited,

At Elcano and Bilbao in the Divisoria
Market, special nurse Bella Siy splurged on
P8 a kilo cabbage. P15 and P20 a kilo
habichuelas from Baguio and Nueva Ecija,
carrols al an incredible P15 per kilo, cauli
flower at P20 and fresh native tomatoes at
P5 a kilo.

Just weeks ago, horrible pygmy sized
tomatoes from Paul Dominguez's Mindanao
had sold lor eight times the price.

Everything and anything in the fresh pro-
duce business was for sale at bargain-base-
ment prices at Elcano and Bilbao. The only
thing absent were agents [rom the offices of
BIR Boss Liwayway Chato and Finance
Secretary Bobby de Ocampo.

Strange. [n fact, uncalled for. Il these agents
had been on the ball, they could have had a
ball shooting foolage of the produce and saying,
“Obviously these low prices were nol affect
ed either by EVAT or the oil price hike.”

Passing through the lahar-submerged por-
tion of Guagua, the team of Quezon Province
cooperative leaders surveyed the desolate scene
of lahar-drowned chicken cages, ravaged
churches and buildings. A farmer asked what
had happened to real estate land prices in
Guagua.

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

“Well," said a guide of Guagua Mayor
Manuel Santiago, “what we've got here is a
situation that would take the genius of Jaime
Zobel or of Lucio Tan to solve.”

How was that? the guide was asked.

“Jaime Zobel would subdivide the good
land and bad. get a government guarantee
against further Pinatubo eruptions and sell
the subdivided properties 1o retiring
Balikbayans as Sunset View properties.”

Why sunset view?

“"Well.” the guide said, “the buyers who
are mostly in the sunset of their years can
get a double whammy, Either they live be-
yond their sunset years or Pinatubo erupts
again and gives them a sunset they can carry
to their graves.”

So what about Lucio Tan?

“Tan won'l waste any bme,” the guide
said. “He'll incorporate Pinatubo into a spe-
cial holding company with shares from Phil-
ippine Airlines and Fortune Tobacco thrown
in as an incentive. And he's got a no-retreat
stand for his 1PO (irreversible public offer-
ing). If no one buys stock in his company,
he'll arrange to sell the whole volcano 1o the
kingdom of Nauru."

Nasa’'n na ang mga taga-EDSA?

BUKOD sa tirahan ang flyover ng mga
Actas mula sa probinsya ng lahar, na
pinayagang ipatayo ni Gng. Cory Aquino sa
kanyang DPWH boss noon na si Ping de Jesus,
ito ngayon ang sentro ng lIrapiko sa
Kamaynilaan kahit anumang oras ka dumaan.

Gugunitain ngayon ang ika-sampung taon
ng EDSA mula noong 1986. Simula pa lang
ng Pebrero ay nagbabangayan na sa media
sina Cory at Enrile. Si Enrile ang dating hepe
ng DND ni Marcos, na nanguna daw sa kudeta,
Inis si Cory hanggang ngayon dahil si Enrile
diumano ang naglunsad ng mga kudeta noong
pangulo pa si Cory. Ngayon ay parchong
senador sina Enrile at Gringo Honasan, Masisisi
ba natin kung hanggang ngayon ay inis si
Cory? Sabi naman ni Enrile, tingnan na lang
ng mga Pilipino kung ano’ng klaseng lider
si Cory at walang nangyari sa kanyang
pamumuno sa loob ng anim na taon. Lalo
lamang daw humirap ang buhay. Ano rin ba
ang buhay natin ngayon sa ilalim ni Ramos?

Habang nagbabangayan sila, maraming mga
“sumali” sa EDSA “revolution™ ng mga huling
yugto nito ang kasali na o tagapagtanggol (o
hindi kumikibo) sa mga bills tulad ng anti-
terrorist bill ni Enrile, crime control bill ni
Orly Mercado, at ang bersiyon ni Guingona
ng DOJ. Hindi ba't mga kasama daw sila sa
EDSA?

"Yan talaga ang mahirap sa mga “huling
kabit,” llo ang palasak na tawag sa Tundo,
sa lugar ng kapanganakan at kinalakihan ko,
sa mga taong matagal na hindi kumibo, walang
ginawa, kung minsa'y kalaban mo pa, ngunit
kung malapit nang manalo. saoka paa lang
sasabil at kakabit sa mananalong tao o grupo.
Hindi ba't nasa Cebu si Cory nang nag-iipon-
ipon ang mga tao sa EDSA? Hindi ba't nasa

isang hotel umano s1 Enrile at naghihintay ng
tawag mula daw sa mga Kano? Nang may
tlumawag ay mabilis na nitong linawag ang
mga kasapi ng RAM at inarmasan na ang
sarili. Nabuko na raw ni Marcos ang balak
nilang kudeta. *Yon ang itinawag nang kakampi
niyang Kano sa telepono. 'Yon din kaya ang
Kano na nag-promotor ng pagkakapatay kina
Lean Alejandro at Ka Lando Olalia na ang
sumunod ay ang pagkakatalsik ni Enrile bilang
hepe ng DND? Sabi naman ni Cardinal Sin
ay hindi naman niya ninais na mapatalsik si
Marcos. Nanawagan siya sa mga pari at madre
na pumunta sa EDSA para tulungan si Enrile
at mga sundalo ng RAM na lulusubin ng mga
sundalo ni Marcos. Maging ang asawa't anak
nito ay nagpasaklolo kay Cardinal Sin. Hindi
ba't nagpapasalamat si Cory sa mga Kano
dahil kung hindi raw nakialam ang mga ito,
madugo daw ang rebolusyon sa EDSA. Kailan
ba hindi nakialam ang Kano! Hindi ba't nang
mananalo na ang grupo nina Gringo sa isang
kudera ay nakialam din ang mga eroplano ng
Kano? Pinaglaruan sila sa kamay ng mga Kano!

Ang mga tunay na bayani ng rebolusyon
ay yaong tulad ng mga 1studyanteng sina Ma.
Lorena Barros, Edgar Jopson, Tony Hilario,
Bodgic limenez, a1 ang mga pinalay sa
Mendiola noong Unang Sigwa na sina
Alcantara, Sta. Brigida, at dalawa pang “di
ko na matandaan, sina Ka Berting, Ka Selmo
na mga magsasaka, mga manggagawan sina
Liza Balando, Mang Leo, at marami pang iba
na nagsimulaang makibaka, magmulat ng mga
kababayang Pilipino hinggil sa tunay na
kalagayan ng lipunang Pilipino sa huling
dekada ng "60 hanggang kitlan sila ng hininga
ng mga alipores ng diktadurang Marcos. Hindi
sila natakot umakyat sa bundok at magutom,

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY C. PAPA

halos lagnatin sa pagkakababad sa ulan,
magkasugal-sugal ang mga paa, iwan ang mga
mahal sa buhay, at talikuran ang mararangyang
buhay sa lunsod.

Hindi sila ang mga aktibista at mga
rebolusyonaryo na naghintay kung kailan
mahina na ang diktador, “mananalo™ na raw
ang mga nagpunta sa EDSA kung kaya lang
kumilos, Ginaygay nila ang mga baryo,
komunidad, at mga pabrika. Matagal na silang
nagpupunla sa ‘ting 1sipan ng pagmamahal sa
bayan, paghahangad ng pagbabago sa lipunan
at hindi sila ang mga huling kabit!

Bakil 1ahimik sina Cory at mga kasama sa
mga terrorist at crime contral bills? Hindi
ko naririnig ang kanilang pagtutol. Bagkus
ay sinasang-ayunan pa nila ang mga bills na
ito!

Sila ba ang tinatawag na mga “sabit” sa
kasaysayan?

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice = hereby given that the estale of the lale
GRACIANO RAMOS who died Intestate al Quezon City,
on February 20, 1972 was extrajudicially seliled by and
among his heirs in a document enlitled “Extra Judicial
Selilemant of Estale With Waiver ol Shares/Righls® un-
dor Doc No. 40, Page No. 8, Book No [, Series ol 1996
of Notary Public Aily. Zenaida O Balmas ol Quezon Cily.

WE FORUM
Feb. 12, 19 & 26, 1006
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NEWSBREAK

Shahani wants ban on anti-farming songs

THE recognition and promotion of farming as a noble >
profession --- as indeed. it is --- a prime concern of Senate
President Pro-Tempore Leticia Ramos Shahani in her cam-
paign to face-lift Philippine agriculture as an insurance for
Filipinos® food security.

For a start, the lady-diplomat turned politician, wants (o
ban such classroom songs as ‘Planting Rice is Never Fun,’
‘I was Poorly Bom on the Top of the Mountain,” and *Bahay
Kubo’ (Nipa Hut). These songs; products of American co-
lonial education, are classic repertoire of students in ele-
mentary schools that denigrate the agriculture profession,
in general and degrade farmwork, in particular, according
to Shahani.

It is time for us to change the attitude of the public
who, because of such songs continue Lo perceive farming
as a lowly, undignified and menial task,”" Shahani told an
international forum of non-government organizations meet-
ing on Trade Liberalization and Food Security in Southeast
Asia at the University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon
City.

To prove her point that farming is a noble undertaking,
the sister of President Ramos who is currently chairperson
of the Senate’s Committee on Agriculture and Food, has
set up her own farm in her native Pangasinan. She is,
however, in the market for a farm nearer Metro Manila.

“*Gone are the days when farmers are viewed merely as
producers. Today, what we are espousing for are a new breed
of farmer-entrepreneurs who together with the women and
their Tamilies are willing and able 1o undertake the farm
business,"* Shahani added. She envisions a future where the
Filipino larmers emerge not merely as “‘tillers of the soil
bul agriprencurs."’

In her address before the international delegates, the lady-
senator batted for a national policy that would give higher
priority to food security, saying that food security must be
treated as a defense policy.

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice s hareby given that the estate of the late JUANA SANTOS, who
dind intostate al Maryland U S A on January 3, 1996 s extrajudicially sellled
by the heirs, as evidenced by Deed ol Extrajudicial Settlement ol the Eslate
ol the Deceased, daled Feb 12, 1096, bearing Doc, No. 359, Page No. 73,
Book No 163, Series ol 1996, notarized belore Notary Public Alty Jaime A
Manaois of Quezon Cily

WE FORUM
Feb, 19, 26 & March 4, 1996

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

NOTICE s hereby given thal the stock cenificale ol the late PRISCILLA
BAUTISTA who died intestate and without a will on Apnl 19, 1990 at Quezon
N AR \ City had been exirajudicially setlled and partiioned among hor heirs as per
?\"_ b | 1\\ ] Deed ol Extrajudicial Setilement of common stock of San Miguel Corporation
i A i
!

| p

1ol LA with waiver bearing Doc No. 297, Page No 61, Book No. 164, Series of 1996

'f: \ daled February 21, 1996 execuled belore Notary Public Jaime A Manaois of
SIS L

Quezon City

According to Shahani the securnity of the farmer as a producer
and entreprencur is "‘our only guarantee to food security.’”

SEN. SHAHANI: Farming as noble profession.

WE FORUM
Feb. 26, March 4 & 11, 1886

Ropublic of the Philippines
Natlonal Capltal Judiclal Reglon
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA, METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

KYORITSU INTERNATIONAL, INC.,
rep. by HENRY S. TAN,
Mortgagee/s,

EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

- Versus -
SPS. PEDRO BEA and LOURDES
BEA/JENELYN BEA,

Mortgagor/s. Foreclosure No. 749-V-96

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
by mortgagee KYORITSU INTERNATIONAL, INC., represented by HENRY S. TAN, with principal
office at Ground Floor, Rizalina 2 Bldg., 1675 Tuazon Avenue, Quezon City, against mortgagor/
s SPS. PEDRO BEA and LOURDES BEA/JENELYN BEA with common address at 28-A Road
20, Project 8, Quezon City, to satisty the mortgage indebtedness which as of May 1995 amounts
to THREE HUNDRED NINETY FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FIFTEEN PESOS & 44/
100 (P385,515.44) Philippine Currency, including/excluding interests, penalty, attorney's fees,
sheril's fees, charges and all legal fees and expenses for the loreclosure and sale, the Ex-
Officio Sheriff of RTC, Valenzuela, Metro Manila, hereby gives NOTICE that he or his duly
authorized Deputy Sheriff, will SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder for CASH in
Philippine Currency on March 14, 1996 at 10:00 o'clock In the morning or soon thereafter, in
front of the main entrance of the Ollice of the Clerk of Court, RTC, Valenzuela, Melro Manila,
the following real estate property/ies, togethar with all the improvements existing thereon, to
wit:

T.C.T. No. B-35290

A parcel of land (Lot 4-E-5 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-286913, being a portion of Lot 4-
E, (LRC) Psd-279510, LRC Rec. No, 17901), situated in the Bo. of Palasan, Mun. of Valenzuela,
MM, Is. of Luzon, Bounded on the NW., pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 4-B (LRC) Psd-279510; on the NE.,
pts, 2 to 3, by Lot 4-E-4 of the subd. plan, on the SE., pis. 3 to 4, by Lot 4-F, (LRC) Psd-
278510 (Existing Road); and on the SW,, pis. 4 to 1 by Lot 4-E-6 of the subd. plan, x x x
X X containing an area of TWO HUNDRED SIXTEEN (216) SQUARE METERS, more or less
XX X XX

Interested parties are hereby enjoined lo investigate for themselves the title to the said real
eslate property/ies and encumbrances thereot, il any there be.

Valenzuela, Metro Manila, February 12, 1996,

(Sgd.) DOMINADOR D. BORNASAL, JR
Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheritt

WE FORUM
Feb, 19, 26 & Mar, 4, 1996

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Branch 26, Manlla

JOVEN S. CLAUDIO,
Patitioner,
- versus - SP. PROC. NO. 95-73671
MA. THERESA S. CRUZ and
CIVIL REGISTRAR OF MANILA,

Respondents

AMENDED ORDER

In his verified petition, Joven S. Claudio pray among others that after due notice, publication
and hearing, judgment be rendered canceling and declaring null and void some entries in the
Birth Certificate of Dayanara Cruz Claudio; to wit; that the petitioner is the father of Dayanara
Cruz Claudio; to cancel the fact that the petitioner is married to the respondent Ma. Theresa
Cruz on June 24, 1993 at Baliwag, Bulacan, and to cancel the family name Claudio as the
last name of Dayanara Cruz

In the petition, It is alleged that the petitioner is of legal age, married, Filipino and resident
ol 54 C. Jose St., Malibay, Pasay City. Respondent Civil Registrar of Manila, hereinafter reterred
lo as public respondent, |s a government agency with an office at the groundfloor, City Hall,
Manila, while private respondent Ma. Therasa S. Cruz is also of legal age, Filipino and a resident
of 20 Baghdad Street, Parafiaque, Metro Manila where they may be served with summons and
other Court Processes. Petitioner is legally married to Arlene Nonna Theresa M, Yaptinchay,
Out of said marriage to Arlene Nona Theresa, two children were born Joanne Lucille Germaine
Y. Claudio and Justin Cid Paul Y. Claudio. In October 1994, petitioner came to learn that his
name was placed as he father in the Birth Certificate of private respondent's daughter *Dayanara
Cruz Claudio and further stated therein that pelitioner and private respondent got married on
June 24, 1993 al Baliwag, Bulacan. Aloresaid entries were made without the knowledge, consent,
Intervention or participation of petitioner, and neither there is any legal, factual or moral basis
on it; Dayanara Cruz Claudio is not the daughter of pelitioner, and neither he has any rela-
tionship of anything whatscever with the private respondent

Finding the petition to be sufficient in form and in substance, set the Instant case lor hearing
on March 29, 1996 at 8:30 o'clock in the morning with notice to the Office of the Salicitor General
and the Local Civil Registrar of Manila who may lile its comment or opposition thereto on or
belore the scheduled date of hearing.

The petitioner is likewise ordered to cause the publication of this Order once a week lor
three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation, the last publication of which
should not be later than March 1, 1996

SO ORDERED,

Manila, Philippines, January 19, 1996,

(Sgd.) GUILLERMO L. LOJA, SR
Judge
WE FORUM
Feb. 19, 26 & Mar. 4, 1996
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" TOP OF THE NEWS

DOST inks accord
on FMD vaccine
product for livestock

LOS BANOS, Laguna —
The government will produce
its own vaccine against the
dread foot and mouth disease
(FMD).

Along this line, the De-
partment of Science and
Technology (DOST), the
National Agribusiness Corpo-
ration (NABCOR), and the
Department of Agriculture
(DA) have agreed 1o put up
a world-class animal vaccine
laboratory and commercialize
its products to meet the needs
of the livestock industry,

The project, “Vaccine
Development, Licensing, Pro-
duction, and Discase diagnos-
tic Technology Development
and Service,” will cost P48.29
million for three years start-
ing 1996.

DOST has already ap-
proved thg release of P8 M
last December to NABCOR
to initiate the groundwork of

the project. NABCOR, a
government corporation at-
tached to the DA, will man-
age the vaccine laboratory and
commercialize its products.
On the other hand, the
Philippine Council for Agri-
culture, Forestry and Natural
Resources Research and De-
velopment (PCARRD), a
council under DOST, will
monitor, coordinate, and eval-
uate the project in collabora-
tion with experts from the
national research system.
Essentially, the project
hopes 1o develop, license, and
produce in large scale vac-
cine against FMD and other
economically important live-
stock diseases such as hem-
orrhagic septicemia and hog
cholera. Likewise, the project
will develop viral diagnostic
services and test Kits, estab-
lish a repository of animal
viruses and hyperimmune

serum and monoclonal anti-
bodies for teaching extension
and research activities; and
eventually publish information
on herd health management,
disease prevention, and con-
trol strategies.

FMD is a highly infectious
viral disease caused by
Apthovirus affecting cloven-

" footed animals such as swine,

carabao, cattle, goat, and
sheep.

In 1995, the swine indus-
try was adversely affected by
the epidemic which resulted
in a P2 billion loss in June
and July alone.

Last year's outbreak rose
lo epidemic proporlion pri-
marily because there was very
limited supply of imported
vaccines and inadequate in-
formation aboul the discase
among livestock raisers. (E.C.
Villar, § & T Media Ser-
vice)

S&T awareness campaign

A  MULTISECTORAL
group in Laguna has initiat-
ed a dnve to popularize sci-
ence and technology in the
said province.

To implement this, a pro-
gram entitled, “Multisectoral
Networking to Popularize
S&T Towards Elevating S&T
Awareness and Consciousness
and Productivity in Laguna,”
was launched last Feb. 14
through the signing of a
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA).

Signatories of the MOA are
the Science and Technology
Information Institute of the
Department of Science and
Technology (STH-DOST) and
Philippine Council for Agri-
culture, Forestry and Natural
Resources Research and De-
velopment (PCARRD, also of
DOST), the Office of the
Provincial Governor, Univer
sity of the Philippines Los
Baiios, Colegio de San Juan
de Letran-Calamba, and the
S&T Multisectoral Network
of Laguna.

The program is a result of
the Seminar-Workshop on
Popularizing S&T in Laguna
conducted by the Letran-
Calamba Foundation, Inc.
(LCFI) and STII-DOST last
year,

It consists of six projects
to be led by the multisectoral
group.

Project 1 15 S&T School-
on-Air Production (SOAP) to
be led by UPLB's Institute
of Development Communica-
tion (IDC). Science topics will
be aired over IDC's radio
station, DZLB with elemen-
tary and high school students
as larget audience. This will
start on March 1996 until
April 1997,

Project 2 entitled “S&T
Caravan [or Poverty Allevi-
ation (CAPA)" will be led by
PCARRD, currently headed by
its Executive Director Will-
iam D. Dar. It will package
and bring to pre-selected de-
pressed communities the car-
avan consisting of relevant and
humanized science informa
tion, technology Kkits, and a
team of experts lo recommend
projects based on the area's
needs and capabilities. The
project starts on March 1996
to April 1997.

Project 3 is “S&T Infor-
mation Network/Extension
Services (INES)" 10 be led
by LCFI. The two-year project
will support the S&T
Multisectoral Network of
Laguna through a databank
system. It will identify infor-

mation gaps (o sustain the
S&T. elforts in Laguna and
create a computer-based in-
formation sharing among the
S&T Network members.

"S&T Awareness/Con-
sciousness Evaluation Stud-
ies (ACES)" is Project 4. This
will be Ted by UPLB. It is
tasked to determine the
sectoral needs and utilization
levels for S&T information
and collect S&T-related in-
formation.

Project 5 will undertake
“S&T Value Encounters with
Theology (VENT)" with LCFI
as lead agency. The two-year
project, which starts on March
1996-Apnil 1998, will provide
a venue through fora to dis-
cuss S&T impacis 1o society
and cultures. The fora hopes
lo encourage scienlists Lo
communicate with people and
alleviate people’s fears and
concerns.

Project 6 entitled “S&T
Appreciation Building Among
the Youth (ABAY)" will be
led by Gov. Joey Lina's
Office. The two-year project
will formulate S&T awareness
programs for the youth based
on Laguna's S&T-related
natural, manpower, and insti-
tutional resources, This will
enable the youth to experi-

L

CAVALIERS® CUP;: First Ladv Amelita M. Ramos tees off to launch the Cavaliers’

Cup 96 of the Philippine Military Academy Alumni Association at the Camp Aguinaldo
Golf Club last week. President Ramos also played during the kick-off ceremonies
of the three-day amateur golf tournament. The tournament aims to raise funds for
the association’s various foundations. (Malacafiang Photo)

Integrated cocowood dryer

A SYSTEM that traps heat
from charcoal making was
developed to dry coconut
lumber.

Called the integrated kiln
and hot dryer, this was de-
veloped by Palomar and
Pefamora of the Philippine
Coconul Authorily, and
monitored by the Los Banos-
based Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD)
of the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST).

The drying system is
operated on Lwo schemes,
namely: (1) accelerated dry-
ing or kiln drying, and (2)
forced-air drying.

With accelerated drying,
the charcoal kiln generates
the heat during carbonization
process and subsequently
transfers heat through ex-
changer by conduction.

ence first-hand exposure on
S&T und hands-on participa-
tion to complement their
theories about science at
school,

The whole program has a
total budget of P3.04 million
to be funded by STII-DOST
and LCFIl. Manpower comple-
ment and operation as well
as use of respective agencies’
buildings, equipment, supplies
and materials will be the
Members' counterpart support,
(L.P. DIA, S&T Media Ser-
vice)

Forced-air drying 1s done
by opening the side vents of
the dryer and forcing cold air
through the lumber stacks.

It was found that with the
use of the integrated kiln and
hot dryer. a 2.5 centimeter-
thick coconut lumber can be
dried in nine to 10 days,
compared with the ordinary

air drying which takes 6
weeks.

Detailed information on the
technology can be obtained

from the PCA-ZRC,

Zamboanga City or the Crops

Research Division, PCARRD,

Los Bafios, Laguna.

« PCARRD, S&T Media
Services

EARL VIKTOR T. KHO,
X

LALAINE T. KHO,
= varsus -

QUEZON CITY,

“Chinese” to *Filipino®

S0 ORDERED

WE FORUM
Feb, 19, 26 & Mar. 4, 1996

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH XCIV (94) QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
FOR CORRECTION OF ENTRY IN THE
CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH OF

SPS. EDGAR VINCENT KHO AND
Patitioners,
THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR OF

Raspondeant.

AMENDED ORDER

Spouses Eogar Vincenl Kho and Lalaine T. Kho liled this verilied
petition against the Local Civil Regisirar ol Quezon City, praying that
tha entry In ltem No. 14 ol the Certificate of Live Birth of Earl Viktor
T. Kho particularly the nationality of his father be corrected from

It Is alleged 1nal the minor Earl Viklor T, Kho was born on June
28, 1995 al ihe Fairview General Hospital, Quezon City, A typographical
error was commilled by tha Stall Midwile of the sald hospital, In that
the nationality of his father was erroneously entered as "Chinese”
whan In fact, the father s a Filipino citizen. It Is prayed that the said
enlry be corrected from *Chinese® 1o *Filipino®.

WHEREFORE, Iel this case ba sel lor hearing on March 15, 1906
al B:30 o'clock in the morning. Let this Order be published at the "WE
Forum®, a newspaper ol genaral circulation, and a copy of this Order
be fumnished the Office of the City Civil Registrar of Quezon City.

Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines, January 19, 1995,

SP. PROC. NO, Q-95-25558

(Sgd.) ROMEO F, ZAMORA
Judgae




LRT LINE: President Ramos lowers the time capsule
for the $600-million North Rail or Light Rail Transit
Line 5 during groundbreaking ceremonies last Feb.
13 at the corner of Kalentong and Shaw Boulevard
in Mandaluyong City. (Malacafiang Photo)

SIESTA

IS the siesta or afternoon nap you grab an implicit but
‘stunning political statement” in disguise?

A sociologist, writing in the Philippine Quarterly of
Culture and Society, thinks so.

“To nap with abandon was a paradoxical way some men
in Central Visayan barangays seemed to maintain their
position in the social ladder,” observes Prof. Jean-Paul
Dumont of Virginia's Fairfax University.

“Implicitly, they were making — strident in its silence
— a stunning social statement... Only the poor need... Lo
work,” he adds in the quarterly published by Cebu’s Uni-
versity of San Carlos.

Pro-siesta advocates will find this ebiter dicta criticism
woven into a broader sociological analysis entitled: “Ma-
trons, Maids, and Mistresses — Philippine Domestic En-
counters.”

In his main paper, Dr. Dumont asserts that maids and
mistresses sharply constrain the writ of a housewile’s do-
mestic authority. He did his research in Siquijor, Negros
Oriental and Bohol.

*“Among the best-off of the entrepreneurial and political
urban elite, it was not uncommon for men to go home, in
the middle of the day to take care of their fighting cocks,
and sleep away lhe afternoon,” he noles.

The hot and humid climate of the Philippine tropics may
exact such adaptive behavior, Bul the casual observer can
often be misled inio tagging the mid-afiernoon snooze as
unadulterated “indolence.”

Closer examination of these economically-successful,
politically-active and bureaucratically-engaged men, as they
drift off into their siesta, reveals, says Dr. Dumont, the
following: (a) a subtle ideological pronouncement on class:
and (b) an even stronger statement on gender.

“To sleep in the afternoon was to show off, to deny any
urgent need to engage in any gainful activity,” the study
claims. “They did not have to state further the self-assur-
ance with which they viewed their anchorage within the
elite sociely.”

For the women, the message of the siesta-seekers, in the
view of Dr. Dumont is: “Whether in the most modest thatched
hut or in the most lavish stone house, napping men dis-
engaged themselves from any domestic activity.”

P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

BENIGN DICTATOR,

FLABBY DEMOCRATS *

WAFFLE ON DEV’T

By JUAN L. MERCADO

CONTRARY to public
myth, documented Asian
experience reveals (hat suc-
cessful development pro-
grams do not pivot around
“benign dictatorships™ or
administrations that scruple
over a free press or warrant-
less arrests.

Instead, “accountability,
transparency and predictabil-
ity determine the perfor-
mance of economic policy,”
says the Asian Development
Bank in a new study.

Hilton L. Root of Stanford
University 1s author of
ADB’s Occasional Paper No.
12: Managing Development
Through Institution Building.

Experience within Asia,
documented by both the
World Bank and ADB, do
not reveal direct links be-
tween rapid economic
developmeni and types of
regime.

(Singapore’'s Lee Kwan
Yew, Indonesia’s Suharto
and Malaysia's Mohammad
Mahathir are often skewered
for justifying domestic sup-
pression  as  economic
growth's price tag. The
Philippine's Fidel Ramos. in
contrast, publicly swears by
the UN Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights
although he has been plas-

tered for seeking Lo ram
“terror bills™ through Con-
gress.

Yel, much of this debate
is irrelevant. Within the re-
gion, the “quality of gover-
nance” — not whether a
regime is propped by
draconian Internal Security
Acls — powers economic
performance, Dr. Rool writes.

He adds: “Successful
development has taken place
in countries with different
political systems™ — a his-
torical record that may ac-
quire, next year, a new fas-
cinating chapter. That is
when Hong Kong's boom-
ing liberal economy is hand-
ed over to a Beijing that still
swears, on paper at least, Lo
the collapsed economic pro-
grams of Marx, Lenin and
Mao,

The ADB paper identifies
live elements that underpin
successful bureaucracies in
Japan, Korea, Singapore,
Taipei as well as some agen-
cies in Malaysia and Thai-
land (like its Central Bank).

The five are: (a) merit-
based recruitment and pro-
motion systems; (b) well-
defined career paths: (c)
salaries competitive with the
private sector: (d) adequate
pensions with opportunities

The prevailing attitude of the men, as they hit the hay,
proclaimed: “Their responsibility were confined “outside”
(sa gawas) and stopped as soon as they entered home (sa

sulod).

Now, “home"” was where “napping men often withdrew
(lo) with ostentation,” Dr, Dumont notes, It was also an
“area and domain in which they seemingly deferred almost
entirely to the full presence of women.”

Drowsy husbands can therefore unite. They have noth-
ing to lose but their siestas, er... “political manifestos.”
(JLMERCADO/DEPTHnews)

LEE
LE
LEE

for appointment to boards of
major corporation upon re-
tirement; and (e) harsh pen-
alties for corruption.

“High performers™ like
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore and Taipei (which
holds its first elections soon)
curb direct political partici-
pation of people. The excep-
tion is Japan,

But they counter-balance
this leash, “Non-elites (in
these countries) shared the
fruits of growth, evidenced
by declining poverty and a
reduction in income dispar-
ity,” the study notes.

The ADB paper spells out
whal governmenis need 1o
build into its policies ac-
countability, transparency
and predictability — the three
“essentials of development
management.”

= Accountability: Citizens
musi establish criteria to
gauge public officials. In
addition, they should set.up
oversight mechanisms for
government response Lo com-
munity needs.

“The litmus test is wheth-
er private actors in the econ-

SUHARTO

omy have procedurally sim-
ple and swift recourse for
redress of unfair actions or
incompetence of the execu-
tive,” Dr. Root asserts.

» Transparency: This in-
hibits corruption in govern-
ment decision making, (but
is rarely achieved under press
censorship of the Marcos
type). Rules should be sim-
ple and straightforward.

“(Such rules) are prefer-
able o those that provide
discretionary powers...or are
susceptible to different in-
terpretations,” the study
notes.

= Predictability: This re-
sults when rule-based sys-
tems of rights clearly define
dutes as well as mechanisms
that settle disputes impartially
and swiflly (a trait Philip-
pine courts lack).

"The most successful East
Asian rulers endowed their
governments with a core of
neutral competency,” the
ADB study adds. “They
designed institutions to sub-
stitute merit and neutrality
for patronage,”
(DEPTHnews)
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