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INCOME OF CORN FARMERS SEEN DROPPING
BY 37 PERCENT BECAUSE OF LIBERALIZATION

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

HE average annual income of about 1.2
million native corn-producing households will
decrease by 15 percent by the year 2000 and
by as much as 37 percent in 2004 as the local corn
industry becomes more openly exposed to free trade.

ers get from planting corn amounting to less than
$300 or roughly P7,800 every year will decline to
only P6,630 at the end of the century and to P4,914
in the succeeding four years, burying them fur-
ther in poverty. i

This means that the meager income the farm-

Kevin Watkins, senior
policy analyst at OXFAM-
United Kingdom, painted this
dark scenario in a paper titled
Prospects of the Philippine
Yellow Corn Sector Under the
General Agreement on Tariff
and Trade-Uruguay Round.
The Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries got a copy of
the paper from the Manage-
ment and Organizational De-
velopment for Empowerment
Inc.

The paper was aimed pri-
marily to present and explain
the threats facing local corn
farmers in the wake of liber-
alization including substantial
decreases in their income.

Such a deterioration in
income, Watkins noted, would
have profound implications for
poverty and vulnerability of
some six million people in
Mindanao and Cagayan Val-
ley -- the two most impor-
tant corn producing regions --
that depend on corn for their
livelihood.

The measly income these
people get from planting corn
is best reflected on their cur-
rent economic status which are

more comparable to those of

sub-Saharan Africa than in
southeast Asia and in contrast
to the new image of the Phil-
ippines as the latest Asian tiger
economy.

Against this backdrop,
Watkins pointed out that a
sustained decline in income
from corn production will
inevitably carry high costs, as
families are forced to reduce
expenditures and generate new
sources of income

Specifically, access to nu-
trition will decline from lev-
els that are perilously low.
More than 75 percent of house-
holds in corn producing areas
already live in subsistence
poverty. Child malnutrition,
which already affects 33 per-
cent of children below five,
will increase, Inevitably, the
health status of vulnerable
groups. most of whom have

limited access to basic health
care facilities, will deteriorate.

He noted that apart from its
short-term costs, child labor
poses long-term threats. When
poor families are forced to use

child labor as a source of

income generation, and reduce
investment in their children’s
future, they risk perpetuating
poverty across generations

Under General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade-Uruguay
Round (GATT-UR), the gov-
ernment is supposed to impose
a 100 percent tariff for corn
imporis in 1996 to 1997 im-
mediately after quotas are
abolished. The rate is supposed
to decline to 70 percent by
1992 to 2002 and to 50 per-
cent by 2004, gradually expos-
ing domestic producers o
increasingly intense competi-
tion from giant importers like
the United States

But the government con-
tended that pressures generat-
ed by imports will force down
local producers to become more

efficient and productive, It has
also repeatedly assured the
public that competition will
have beneficial and human
welfare outcomes.

Other supporters of the
GATT-UR have also been
typical in expressing the gains
of trade liberalization in terms
of increased efficiency and
<enhanced national wealth,
while conceding that the ben-
efits will be unevenly distrib-
uted.

Watkins felt that liberaliza-
tion would **destroy around
half-a-mllion houschold live-
lihoods in the major corn pro-
ducing areas in the Philippines
as cheap imports flood into
local markets, driving down
prices and household in-
comes,”’

He said that by the decade’s
end. imports from the US will
be available at wholesale prices
20 percent below the current
domestic price. By the year
2004, the price gap between
local corn and its foreign ri-
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val shall have widened to 50
percent as tariffs are scaled
down.

In the balance sheet of
winners and losers, Watkins
concluded that the cost of trade
liberalization in the Philippine
corn sector would be measured
in terms of increased hunger,
diminished child health, wors-
ening poverty and social dis-
location

I'he threat though, he add-
ed, comes not from the famil-
iar danger of a failed harvest,
or certain sicknesses in the
family, but from a trade agree-
ment which they are unaware
of and from a remote interna-

tional organization they have
never heard of.

Watkins urged the govern-
ment to immediately restore
quotas and withdraw minimum
access volume requirement and
sought for the extension of
anti-dumping provisions of the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) to protect local farm-
ers from unfair competition.

He also urged the WTO to
adopt a food security clause
allowing developing countries
1o protect their food sysiems
up to the point of self-sufti-
ciency for social, environmen-
tal. cultural and economic
reasons. (MNC)
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SAVANTS STRESS IMPORTANCE OF CALCIUM, VITAMIN D IN DIET

CALCIUM and vitamin D are essential for proper growth
and development and are particularly important during the periods
of rapid growth in childhood and adolescence, and during
pregnancy and lactation

And foods rich in calcium and vitamin D are the best way
to assurc adequate intakes and help prevent such disorders as
poor bone lormation

To further explore the potentials of calcium and vitamin D
and to formulate recommendations, the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World Health Organization will hold a
joint expert consultation in 1997, The First World Congress
on Calcium and Vitamin D in Human Life, held last year,
discussed ways to improve these nutrient intakes among all

EGGS: Source of vitamin D.

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

population groups and to promote proper growth during infan-
cy. childhood and adolescence

Scientists have emphasized that inadequate dictary calcium
is associated with a number of common medical disorders such
as osteoporosis, cardiovascular disease -- hypertension, stroke
and ischemic heart disease -- diabetes and hypertensive dis-
orders of pregnancy, obesity and colon cancer.

Inadequate intake of vitamin D is associated with bone
abnormalities. such as rickets, and with a decrease in the body’s
ability to absorb calcium. Osteoporosis, in particular, a dete-
rioration of the skeleton resulting in fragile bones and increased
fractures associated with the aging process, is a major public

health problem and is among the most important causes of

long-term disability.

One of the outcomes of research on the role of calcium in
health and development is an increasing recognition of the
complex interaction among various nutrients including calcium
and phosphorus. magnesium, sodium. zinc and iron. High protein,
sodium and alcohol intakes can also affect calcium utilization
and metabolism

Most of the body’s requirement for vitamin D, essential for
maintaining calcium and bone metabolism, can be formed in
the human body when there is regular exposure to sunlight
Vitamin D is also available from animal products such as fish
and fish liver oils, egegs and meat, and vitamin D fortified
foods such as milk. For forming and maintaining proper bone
health, sufficient levels of calcium, vitamin D and physical
exercise must be achieved.

In determining adequate intake levels, the balance of cal-
cium in the system is the most important factor. Calcium intake
cannot be looked at in isolation. Many factors affect the body's
absorption or excretion of calcium, such as vitamin D, protein.
sodium and alcohol, and these must be taken into consider-

ation. Moreover, responses to different calcium intakes differ
widely among individuals and populations; the issue of adap-
tation needs to be further explored.

Because of this, il is not appropriate to establish and promul-
gate recommended intake levels worldwide. Countries should
be encouraged to set recommendations for their own popula-
Lions.

Improper nutrition and diet is an important factor in at least
one-third of the cases of osteoporosis, The intake of a number
of nutrients (calcium, sodium, protein), trace elements (zinc,
copper, magnesium) and physical activity has an important
effcct on the prevention and treatment of osteoporosis. Vita-
min D levels play a particularly important role in the preven-
tion of hip fraclures

Low calcium intake has been shown to produce a rise if
blood pressure, with the related consequences on health. In-
creasing calcium intake can have a beneficial effect on pre-
venting this rise. which is of particular importance during
pregnancy, as an increase in blood pressure can seriously
jeopardize the health of both mother and child.

Pre-eclampsia, a disorder of high blood pressure and Kid-
ney failure that can occur during pregnancy, increases the risk
of pre-term births, low birth-weight babies and caesarean sections
and is potentially fatal. Mothers® calcium intake during pregnancy
may also be related 1o future blood pressure levels in their
offspring.

In pregnancy, calcium requirements increase;, the risk of
hypertensive disorders during pregnancy can be lowered by
controlling calcium intake. The interaction belween calciam
and sodium 1s important, as calcium increases sodium excre-
tion, reducing sodium intake may be just as effective as in-
creasing calcium intake. (MNC Environment Science and
Technology News Service)
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* WATER RATE DISCREPANCY
DRAWS CONGRESS PROTEST

By ERIC S. GIRON

HY should water users grouped into the
east zone of the Metropolitan Manila area

pay more than

double per cubic meter

than those in the west zone just because the Com-
mittee on Privatization which conducted the public
bidding for the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System failed to anticipate such a discrepancy
could occur if two parties are granted the water

supply concession?

Protests were lodged af-
ter Finance Department
privati-zation director and
COP member Crisanta
Legaspi declared the water
rates are no longer subject
to change because the bid-
ding conducted was ‘‘trans-
parent'’ and final. She en-
tirely misses the point.

Nobody is questioning the
bidding procedure but there
is every reason to question
why water users of the west
zone to be serviced by
Benpres-Lyonnaise des Eaux
should pay P4.96 peer cubic
meter while those in the east
zone to be serviced by the
Ayala-led consortium Manila
Water Co. will pay only
P2.31, or a difference of
P2.65.

The entire water service
area is contiguous and there
is no major geographic con-
sideration for the blatant dis-
parity. An imaginary Berlin
wall has halved the metrop-
olis into two zones, the east
and the west, as a result of
the public bidding for MWSS
privatization, said Rep.
Ronaldo Zamora.

The east zone which will
enjoy the lower P2.31 rate
is comprised by Makati, San
Juan, Pasig, Taytay, Marikina,
Cainta, Angono, Pateros,
Binangonan, Morong, Baras,
Teresa, Antipolo, San Mateo,
Tanay, Jala-Jala and
Rodriguez (Montalban). The
west zone which will pay
P.65 more per cubic meter
covers Muntinlupa, Las Pifas,
Paraflaque, Pasay, Manila,
Mandaluyong, Quezon City,
Caloocan, Navotas, Malabon
and Valenzuela.

Senate President Ernesto

Maceda suggested that
Benpres bring down its rate
to a level lower than that
which the Ayalas proposed.
He incited consumer groups
to go to court and declare null
and void the questionable
pricing differential that vio-
lates the equal protection
clause of the Constitution in
the MWSS 25-year contracts.

Aside from lopsided pric-
ing, Maceda warned against
creating a condition that
could affect real estate and
rental costs because of the
water rate discrepancy.
Zamora further sought param-
eters for safeguards against
skyrocketing water rates to
unaffordable levels after five
years of the agency's
privatization.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

In view of the rate dis-
crepancy, legislators demand-
ed a review of the 25-year
contracts to ensure uniform
rates. Zamboanga del Sur
Rep. Antonio Cerilles pro-
posed a House resolution
calling for the nullification
of the bidding and the hold-
ing of rebidding for uniform
rates.

The nine-member COP
deferred issuing a decision
January 28 on the results of
the MWSS bidding and will
meet again Friday to discuss
it. This was seen as a move
to buy more time in the hope
the controversy will die down.
But Finance Sec. Roberto de
Ocampo explained the *‘com-
mittee needs more time (o
make all the necessary doc-
umentation.”’

**All other bidders (except
Avyala) clustered around the
same price,”’ said Benpres

vice president for group re-
lations Pedro (Boo) Chanco
HI.

He justified the Benpres
water rate by citing the big-
ger consortium area and the
higher equity it is expected
to infuse at an earlier date
than the Ayala group.

While Speaker Jose de
Venecia said the privatization
should lead to more efficient
water service and lower rates,
he warned against the reemer-
gence of the oligarchs who
now control big business. Al-
though the country needs
these ‘‘two giants to solve
the water crisis,”” De Venecia
warned against ‘‘industrial
and oligarchical combina-
tions."

LAYOFFS

Ihe MWSS reorganization
after its privatization will lay
off 2,000 of its 5,435 em-

ployes but compensation of

those to be separated was
assured by management. A
total of 2,004 employees
availed themselves of the
early retirement program as
of August last year. The
MWSS labor-management
council who drafted the con-

WATER PROBLEM: is pri

vatization the answer?

cession agreement for the
Ayala-led and Lopez-owned
agencies provided for early
retirement program and sep-
aration pay.

Over P1 billion was set
aside for the retirement pro-
gram and more than P900,000
has been released for the sep-
aration pay of those who re-
tired last August. The
privatization is expected to
bring in $7.5 billion capital
investments.
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LABAN DEFECTIONS

The configuration of the
1998 presidential derby is
contingent on whether or not
President Fidel Ramos will
bid for an extension of his
six-year term by three years
more, Senate President
Ernesto Maceda hazarded an
assessment of the political sit-
wation, If Ramos runs,
Maceda said at least two other
candidates will challenge his
further staying in power,

Ramos’ consistent denials
that he is seeking an extended
term is belied by the assidu-
ousness of Pirma and the
League of Barangay Associa-
tions in gathering at least five

million signatures for a pleb-
iscite aimed at hifting the
Constitution’s six-year term
without reelection for the
President. despite a Supreme
Court restraining order.

Rep. Tessie Aquino-Oreta
urged the Supreme Court to
cite for contempt Pirma offi-
cials for defying the restrain-
ing order and to stop their
house-to-house signature solic-
itation.

While the Ramos candida-
¢y is still in Limbo, the Laban
ng Demokratikong Pilipino is
hemorrhaging with defections
to the Partideo ng Masang
Pilipino chaired by Vice Pres-
ident Joseph Estrada and par-
ty renegades led by presiden-
tial aspirant Sen. Gloria M
Arroyo who have grouped
themselves into the Kampi --
Kabalikat ng
Pilipino

Malavang

Sen. Blas Ople interpreted
Kampi to mean “*kampi (ally)
ng Malacanan'' since the core
group of Reps. Jose Cojuangco
Ir., Emigdio Tanjuatco,
Herminio Aquino and Amado
Bagaising were expelled by
Laban for refusing to sever lies
with Lakas so they could keep
their House committee chair-
manships. Resigned Laban Sen.
Alberto Romulo has affiliated
with the Kampi

I cannot in all conscience
remain in a party that stifles
dissent and demands the un-
thinking obedience of a robot,™
Arroyo declared. She lambast-
ed Sen. Edgardo Angara for
orchestrating the Senate coup
that deposed Neptali Gonzales
as Senate president and replac-
ing him with Nationalist Peo-
ple's Coalition Head Ernesto
Maceda. She called Angara a
“‘dictator’’ who held the LDP
hostage to his *“whims, capric-
es and ambitions.”’

“‘So who’s the real rene-
gade now?"" she challenged
Angara. It is ironic that
Angara's choice of senate
president, Maceda, is endors-
ing Estrada's presidential bid
with NPC backup

IHouse Assistant Minority
Leader Edcel Lagman said the
defection of Arroyo and rep-
resentatives will be exploited
by the administration. He
believes Speaker Jlose de
Venecia will offer Arroyo to
be his running mate. Arroyo
and company is seeking an

alliance with Lakas.

But Lakas Party members
view the Arroyo overtures with
hostility, “‘Gloria and her
backers organized the Kampi
on the premise that she would
get the President’s endorse-
ment. But from the looks of
it. the President does not see
Gloria as his favored succes-
sor,”" Lakas Rep. Ralph Recto
said. “‘Outsiders cannot just
barge into the Lakas Party and
grab the standard bearership.”

PMP REVITALIZED

Maceda named Vice Pres-
ident Estrada one contender
with or without the Ramos
anointment which Estrada
failed to secure, and described
Lakas candidate De Venecia
and Defense Sec, Renato de
Villa as “*flies on a carabao’s
back.”" Maceda threw NPC
support behind Estrada.

The Partido ng Masang
Pilipino made a big splash of
its oathtaking at Club Filipi-
no in Greenhills, San Juan of
Laban defectors Sen. Neptali
Gonzales. his son, Rep. Neptali
Gonzales Jr., Mandaluyong
Mayor Benjamin Abalos and
50 of the town’s Laban chap-
ter members, incoming PMP
president Sen. Orlando
Mercado and Estrada as chair-
man. Party officers were named
including Sen. Gonzales and
[strada’s co-chairman

“*Only one candidate in the
opposition stands unbeaten and
that is Vice President Estrada,"’
Rep. Gonzales said. ‘‘Like
Gloria, Ed Angara should now
kiss goodbye to the presiden-
cy in 1998."

Prominent guests to the
oathtaking were Sens. Maceda
and Romulo, Reps. Wigberto
Tanada, Tessie Aquino-Oreta,
Margarito Teves, Rufino Javier,
Zenaida Ducut, Elias Lopez,
Ronaldo Zamora, Renato Drag-
on and Gonzales Ir.; Gover-
nors Benjamin Dy (Isabela),
Lito Lapid (Pampanga),
Vicente Emano (Misamis Ori-
ental), Oscar Tan (Southern
Leyte) and former Cavite Goy.
Johnny Remulla; Mayors
Jejomar Binay (Makati), Vergel
Aguilar (Las Pinas), Rodrigo
Duterte (Davao City)

Estrada endorsed PMP al-
liance with the Laban. But
Sens. Blas Ople and Ernesto
Herrera said Angara won't
likely give way to Estrada as

(Next page, please)




presidential candidate. Herrera
is being groomed as Angara’s
teammate. and Mercado as
Estrada’'s vice-presidential
partner.

Laban has been pressing for
an opposition umbrella after
severing ties with Lakas in May
last year. Angara was ousted
as Senate president in 1995,
The party claims having con-
tributed to the country’s econ-
omy through Congress. But
Laban has been bled by the
mass resignations and expul-
sions of members.

ON CHARTER
CHANGE

Sen. Miriam D. Santiago,
who forms the top triumvirate
in popularity poll ratings, has
no delusions that her People’s
Reform Party has the logistics
and the muscle to carry her to
the presidency in 1998. Bul
she has not deviated from her
primordial objective to topple
President Ramos and even
expressed willingness to run
as Angara's teammate if only
to achieve it.

Santiago filed a petition
with the Supreme Court to stop
Pirma signature-gathering so
the Commission on Elections
would assist thee group ‘‘and
then expect the same body to
authenticate the same signa-
tures’' aimed at a people’s
initiative to lift the six-year
limit on the President’s term.
She said it would burden the
treasury and manpower.

Six Supreme Court justic-
es declared in a public hear-
ing that Republic Act 6735
invoked by Pirma covers only
amendments to national and
local legislation but is silent
on constitutional revisions like
limits on terms. Solicitor-Gen-
eral Silvestre Bello [I1 repre-
senting the Comelec conced-
ed RA 6735 could not change
the Constitution.

Santiago’s argumenl was
backed by Sen. Raul Roco,
former Sen. Rene Saguisag and
Leonardo de Vera of the In-
tegrated Bar, anti-Pirma peti-
tioners Maribel Ongpin and
Alex Padilla.

LAKAS CANDIDATES

[t will be the height of
ingratitude if President Ramos
does not acknowledge Speak-
er de Venecia's dogged loyal-
ty and his yeoman's job in
building the Lakas Party from
scratch in 1992. Afier garner-
ing the majority in the House,
he got the Malacafan meas-
ures passed. Bul in spite of
De Venecia's unstinted sup-
port, the President begrudges
him outright endorsement.

Seccretary de Villa, who is
rumored as President Ramos'
preference over De Venecia,
is labeled ‘‘reka, reka (wait,
wait)'" because he was over-
cautious in the anti-rebel cam-
paign. When the press bruitec
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that the makati Business Club
and Jaime Zobel de Ayala were
behind De Villa, Estrada and
De Venecia were the first to
douse water. MBC's Roberto
Romulo stated the club as a
group could not endorse De
Villa although individually, the
members could.

De Villa has yet to formal-
ly affiliate with the Lakas
Party. This De Venecia point-
ed out if De Villa will submit
himself to the party’s choice
of nominee for President.

Would the Speaker settle for
anybody else President Ramos
opts to endorse? With Joe de
Venecia for President clubs in
Cebu, other Visayas and
Mindanao capitals and Luzon
campaigning for the Speaker,
no way! De Venecia even
offered the vice-presidential
slot to the flighty Gloria Ar-
royo who said she might ac-
cept if De Venecia's low poll
rating improves.

Pundits have been palming
off Finance Sec. Roberto de
Ocampo, first as senatorial bet,
then vice-president to Estrada
and, lately, as possible succes-
sor to Ramas. But De Ocampo
has no known political roots,
much less a bailiwick.

Subic Mayor Richard Gor-
don has reportedly been asked
to run for President even pri-
or to the Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Conference hosted by Subic
which Gordon says placed the
Philippines in world focus
Gordon says it's still too ear-
ly to make any announcement
but his backers say it’s already
too late. A supporter pointed
out once Gordon announces he
is running for the presidency,
he is out of the Subic Bay
Metropolitan Authority, unlike
Estrada who remains Vice
President and De Venecia who

.- stays as Speaker.

BUDGET HAGGLING

John F. Kennedy could have
addressed his classic advice
‘‘Ask not what your country
can do for you but what you
can do for your country’’ to
the Filipino legislators who
have institutionalized the pork
barrel as if it were their pro-
prietary right to pinpoint what
project of their constituents it
would be spent on.

This legalized graft caused
the non-approval of the 1997
General Appropriations Acl
and the Executive Department
had to fall back on the 1996
budget as the law provides in
case no new budgel is ap-
proved. The bone of conten-
tion is the P4 billion appro-
priated yearly for the Coun-
tryside Development Fund
which allocates P12.5 million
worth of infrastructure for each
House member and P18 mil-
lion for each senator to please
their respective constituents.

The appropriations are not

ANGARA, MACEDA: Defeclion issue.

itemized and a lawmaker can
funnel funds to his own pri-

vate project as exposed through °

the years. The senators moved
to phase out the CDF by ini-
tially proposing a 40 percent
slash. The representatives ve-
hemently dissented. They
claimed the CDF was needed
to fund projects in their dis-
tricts unlike the senators who
were elected at large. The
House accused the Senate of
usurping its function to appro-
priate and enact the budget.

The two chambers were
stubborn on their demands.
President Ramos’ call for a
special meet to enact vital
measures like debt service
failed to snap the deadlock
Malacanan had endorsed the
House P476.2 billion-budget
which the Senate trimmed
down to P392.3 billion -- a
difference of P84 billion. The
House agreed to a minimal
pork barrel cut by 10 percent
and the Senate to reduce P9
billion insertions to P6.3 bil-
lion or a mere P1 billion.

This was a compromise of
committee chairmen, Sen.
Ernesto Herrera of finance and
Rep. Rolando Abaya of appro-
priations, which will be sub-
mitted for ratification on the
floors of both houses.

Budget Sec. Salvador
Enriquez observed *‘the CDF
will be cut, not too severely,
but just to project the idea that
it’s being cut.”’ The games
lawmakers play at taxpayers’
expense!
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WHAT'S AN
EPIDEMIC?

It's rather ridiculous for
Health Sec. Carmencita
Reodica to split hairs over her
definition of an epidemic as
the number of deaths and cases
of measles patients reported
were growing by the day. She
seemned to have resented Sen.
and former Health Sec. Juan
Flavier's announcement of a
measles epidemic when cases
admitted to the San Lazaro
Hospital in Santa Cruz Manila
rose from 592 1o 653 in less
than three weeks and 36 in-
fants had died.

The tally rose further to 46
deaths. 44 of them in Metro-

politan Manila, where 776
cases were reported, 67 in
Nueva Ecija, and 21 in
Pampanga -- a total of 864
cases in those places alone.
Two children died among the
67 Nueva Ecija measles pa-
lients, it was reported by the
Cabanatuan health office. What
about other regions of the
Philippines?

The 18 deaths and 376
measles cases reported in Jan-
uary 1996 as compared with
the 46 current deaths among
864 cases reported for the first
26 days of January is 106
percent hike.

Reodica defines epidemic as
the clustering of cases in a
particular area and not dispar-
aged as reported in Manila,
Caloocan, Makati, Malabon,
Mandaluyong, Navotas,
Parafaque, Pasay, Pasig,
Antipolo, Cavite and Bulacan.
The secretary’s claim that
mothers are scared when ep-
idemic is declared is a limp
excuse for not raising the alarm
so people can take precautions
and vaccine for their children.

Reodica's appeal for the
assistance of Metro Manila
mayors and the military med-
ical corps to help in the im-
munization campaign confirms
the gravity of the extent of
affliction. A house to house
immunization campaign and to
flush out unreported measles
cases has been launched in
Manila, Quezon City, Caloocan
City and Malabon.

After the 36 deaths were
reported, a six-month-old from
Bacoor, Cavite, a one-year-
seven-month old  from
Novaliches (Quezon City) and
a five-year-old from Port Area
also succumbed. Of 81 more
patients admitted Sunday at
San Lazaro Hospital, five died,
plus two more in Nueva Ecija.
The 46 deaths were expected
to rise in the next few days.

The doctors and nurses on
24-hour duty at San Lazaro
which specializes in infectious
diseases said 169 mostly chil-
dren were still confined at the
state-run hospital.
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MYSTERIOUS DISEASE

The death of four Filipino
overseas out ol 49 workers

from a ‘‘mysterious disease”’
in Taiwan was traced to hy-
persensitive reaction to chem-
icals from taking deworming
agents by Health Asst. Sec.
Manuel Dayrit. He said their
immunity or defenses against
infection may have been low-
ered by the anti-parasitic drugs
and made them vulnerable to
“*mycoplasma pneumonia."’
UP-PGH toxicologist Dr.
Kenneth Hartigan-Go said the
findings are still a theory that
has to be validated scientifi-
cally.

PGH Dr. Isidro Agbayani
said that based on data, the
disease is Stevens Johnson
Syndrome symptomized by
fever, headache, sore throat,
cough, chest pain, vomiting
and diarrhea. He said the
workers apparently took med-
icine even though they were
not sick to pass rigorous health
screening of Taiwan. An over-
dose even by the sick alters
the immune system.

L ] L] L]

CHAMPS HINGIS,
SAMPRAS

At 16 years and three
months, Martina Hingis, born
in Kosice, Slovakia. won both
the doubles and singles cham-
pionship of the Australian
Open.

She and Natasha Zvereva
of Belarus trounced Americans
Lindsay Davenport and Lisa
Raymond, 6-2, 6-2, in
Melbourne, Australia January
24. After being thrown off by
a horse called Magic Girl in,
a jump, the 5’4" Martina faced %,
a towering 5°11" Mary Pierce \
of France in the finals. Pierce
was a former prodigy, now 22,
who became the 1995 Austra-
lian champion by defeating
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicarto of
Spain.

Hard-hitting Pierce had
defeated Martina, who was
named after Czech champion
Navratilova, in all three of their
encounters. She had ousted her
doubles partner, Amanda
Coetzer, in the semis. Hingis’
mother and trainer, Melanie
Zogg, had her daughter whack-
ing tennis balls at the age of
iwo and entered her in a
tournament at four. But she did
not believe Martina was ready
for a Grand Slam final.

Martina started the match
with two aces to win her first
point, then two consecutive 40-
love winners. She had Mary
huffing and puffing by mov-
ing her from left to right. She
came up with a big serve right
down the middle. The best
Pierce could scrimp up were
two points against Hingis" six
in two sets. It was over in 59
minutes. Martina's mother
jumped down ten fect from the
stands to kiss her triumphant
daughter.

The 1all Pierce displayed her

runner-up silver platter while
Hingis had difficulty hoisting
her heavy winner’s trophy.
Martina said falling off Mag-
ic Girl only made her concen-
trate better. She never lost a
set in seven matches of the
tournament that saw No. | seed
Steffi Graf make an early exit.
Graf had put out Hingis at
Wimbledon after Martina won
her first title on October 16,
1996.

She went on to the third
round of the French Open.
Hingis settled for the doubles
crown, her first Grand Slam
title of the three she now holds,
with veteran Czech Helena
Sukova. Hingis reached the
second round of the Atlanta
Olympics. From August, she
lost only to Steffi Graf and
another Czech-born veteran,
Jana Novotna. Martina won an
Oakland title. She fell to Graf
in five sets of the Chase cham-
pionships as cramps overtook
her in the final set.

Hingis opened 1997 by
defeating comebacking Jenni-
fer Capriati, 20, in the Sydney
finals. Her Australian Open
campaign took her to No. 2
spot. Her next stop can only
be No. .

PETE SAMPRAS, NO.1

Pete Sampras, 25, fell last
year in the third round of the
Australian Open after his
coach, Tim Gullikson, died of
brain cancer. Sampras strug-
gled in 1996 after Gullikson's
death.

Sampras stormed into his
Grand Slam finals of the
Australian Open serving
strongly and returning fifth-
seeded Austrian baseliner
Thomas Muster's shots in
under two hours. Muster fought
back in the second set and built
a 5-2 lead. But Sampras went
on to take a 7-3 tie break
decider to win the set.

Muster chased after every
ball and hit with a heavy top-
spin. But he found out his use
of a computer to analyze his
opponent’s game was of no
use.

Carlos Moya became the
first Spanish man 1o reach the
Australian Open final since
Andres Gimeno in 1969, leap-
ing from an unseeded No. 25
to No. 9 after defeating de-
fending champion Boris Becker
in the first round and No. 2
Michael Chang in the semifi-
nals.

But Pete Sampras proved
he is still No. | by slamming
Moya, 6-2, 6-3, 6-3 in captur-
ing a most one-sided Austra-
lian final in eight years that
extended his Grand Slam ti-
tles to nine. This is only fwo
shy of Bjorn Borg's 11 since
the start of open tennis in 1968
and three of Roy Emerson’s
12. Sampras survived iwo five-
setters as he did in the US
Open.
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RELATIVELY SAFE, SAYS FAO

HE presence in foods of new or

introduced genes does not

present a unique food safety
risk since all DNA is composed of the
same elements.

A joint Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAQ)/World Health Organization
(WHO) Expert Consultation on Biotech-
nology and Food Safety has concluded that
food safety considerations regarding organ-
isms produced by techniques that change
the heritable traits of an organism -- such
as recombinant DNA technology -- are ba-
sically of the same nature as those that
might arise from other ways of altering
the genome of an organism, such as con-
ventional breeding.

Dr. H. De Haen, FAO Assistant Direc-
tor-General, Economic and Social Depart-
ment. outlined FAQ's position that mod-
ern biotechnologies should be used as
adjuncts to, and not as substitutes for,
conventional technologies in solving prob-
lems related to food production or pro-
cessing.

Within the past few years, a variety of
foods produced using biotechnology have
been approved in many countries. Exam-
ples are crops such as maize, potatoes, 50y~
beans. tomatoes and oilseeds. The benefits
of biotechnology are many and include
providing resistance to crop pests to im-
prove production and reduce chemical
pesticide usage, thereby making major im-
provements in both food quality and nu-
trition.

However, just as with any new means
of food production, there are potential
human health risks that must be consid-
ered when foods are developed using bio-
technology. It is vitally important to en-
courage worldwide efforts to develop and
apply appropriate strategies and safety
assessment criteria for food biotechnology
research and to ensure the wholesomeness
and safety of the food supply. The current
Consultation will provide international guid-
ance in this area.

The use of biotechnological processes,
particularly genetic modification, is extreme-
ly important in devising new ways o
increase food production, improve nutri-
ent content, and provide better processing
or storage characteristics,

However, it follows that when new foods
or food components are developed using
biotechnology, there are both national legal
requirements and consumer expectations for
effective systems and procedures to assess
the safety of the food or food component
for consumption.

INTRODUCED GENES:

Traditional food safety assessment tech-
niques, based on toxicological testing as used
for food additives, for.example, may not al-
ways apply for foods or food components
produced by biotechnology.

The first joint FAO/WHO consultation to
address this problem was held in 1990. A
fundamental conclusion of the consultation
concerning modern biotechnology was that,
“The use of these techniques does not re-
sult in food which is inherently less safe
than that produced by conventional ones,”

The present Consultation concluded that
up to the present time, and probably for the
near future, there have been few, if any,
examples of foods or food components pro-
duced using genetic modification which could
be considered to be not substantially equiv-
alent to existing foods or food components.

Nevertheless, it is conceivable that with
future developments in biotechnology, prod-
ucts could be developed which could be
considered to have no conventional counter-
part and for which substantial equivalence
could not be applied.

The 1990 joint FAO/WHO consultation
established that the comparison of the final
product with one having an acceptable stan-
dard of safety provides an important element
of safety assessment.

Called **substantial equivalence,"" the con-
cept embodies that if a new food or food
component is found to be substantially equiv-
alent to an existing food or food compo-
nent, it can be treated in the same manner
with respect to safety (i.e. the food or food
component can be concluded to be as safe

To improve production.

as the conventional food or food component).

Still. concerns remain, Proteins may be
introduced that are enzymes and produce prod-
uets such as carbohydrates, fats and oils, or
small molecule components. Such modified
starches are likely to be functionally and
physiologically equivalent to starches com-
monly found in food and thus not raise any
specific safety concerns.

However, if a food source organism is
genetically modified to produce kigh con-
centrations of an indigestible carbohydrate
that normally occurs at low concentrations,
or to convert a normally digestible carbohy-
drate to an indigestible form, nutritional and
physiological questions may arise that must
be addressed.

Some alterations in the composition or
structure of fats or oils, such as an alter-
ation of the saturation of unsaturated fatty
acids, may have significant nutritional con-
sequences or result in marked changes In
digestibility. Such changes may warrant a
change in the common or usual name of that
product that reflects the new composition of
the substance. (MNC Environmeit, Science
and Technology News Service)

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
City of Makatl
Fore No 97-002
PDB LEASING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee, EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER

ACT 3135 AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

- versus -
JAKOFS CORPORATION,
Mortgagor,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Morigage dated January 18, 1995,
executed by JAKOFS CORPORATION, mortgagor, In favor of PDB LEASING CORPORA-
TION, mortgagee, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness in the amount of P2,139.817 06 as
of November 20, 1996, in Philippine currency ex/inclusive of interest, penalties, attorney's
fees and other charges together with all lawful fees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the
Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Makati City, hereby announces that on Feb
25, 1997 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance
of the CITY HALL OF MAKATI, he or any of his lawful sheriffs will sell at public auction
to the highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency the following described real property
and with all its improvements, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 34212

Unit 704, Studio type, located at the 7th fir., of the Makat Prime Citade! containing an
area of 40,10 square meters in the diagrammatic floor plan appended to the enabling or
master deed of the condominium project annotated on Transfer Certificate of tille no 151683-
84

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves thee title and condition
of the said real property and the encumbrances there on if any there be.

City of Makati, January 13, 1997

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Courl VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff
(Sgd ) VILLAMOR R VILLEGAS
Sheriff IV
cc
Jakofs Corporation/10th fir, Planters Bank Bldg., 314 Sen Gil Puyat Ave , Makati City
Atty. Efren G. Gofo/Sth fir, G.E. Antonio Bldg,, T M Kalaw St., Ermita, Manila

WE FORUM
Feb. 3, 10 & 17, 1997




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms P> 7

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from income remitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing learning facilities 1o thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming

——
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EDITORIAL

Here’s to Pagcor

ONGRATULATIONS are in order to the Philippine Amusement and

Gaming Corporation (Pagcor) for its record-breaking income of P11.2
billion. in 1996.

‘ According to news reports, this government-owned corporation posted
a 19% earnings higher than the P9.4 billion it netted in 1995. It also sur-
passed by 9% its P10.2 billion income target for last year.

Behind this glowing accomplishment, are, of course, the men and women
of Pagcor headed by Chairman and Chief Executive Officer Alice L. Reyes
whose outstanding and unblemished record need to be emulated by other
minions of the government.

The same reports say that Ms. Reyes, buoyed up by thc 1996 unprec-
edented record, is targeting a P12.07 billion income for 1997.

But we are not concerned entirely on the cash earned by Pagcor. We
are congratulating Ms. Reyes and her co-workers for sharing the bonanza
with our less fortunate brothers and sisters who have, in ome way or the
other, benefited in terms of support and services to charitable projects all
over the country. Pagcor is an exemplar of what *‘public service with a
conscience’’ should be all about.

Pagcor’s commitment to the social reform agenda of President Ramos
through actual involvement in alleviating poverty in our midst, can serve
us a model for both public and private sectors.

There is a simpler term for this: honesty. Diogenes will surely have an
easy time in pursuing his mission once he stumbles into the environs of
Pagcor.

Iron logic

OPULARITY ratings in public opinion polls may suggest some candi-

dates’ chances of winning a presidential election, but polls alone are not
sufficient to elect anyone president. A party machine is a precondition to electoral
success. It enhances a candidate’s chances of winning. Those aspiring for the
presidency are aware of this iron logic of presidential election. This awarneness
helps explain why even at this early stage, there is frenetic activity to find a
place in the existing party structure or to enter into new alliances to make up
for lack of a party organization.

Although the party system has not solidified and stabilized as it did
prior to 1972, parties continue to be indispensable vehicles for winning elections.
When we speak of parties, we are not referring to parties in name. We are
referring to parties with grass-roots links and a national vote-getting net-
work. Public opinion polis do not supply the organizational muscle provided
by national parties. (Inquirer editorial, Jan. 30, 1997)

From the Bible

Do not make a display of your wisdom when you do your work,
nor glorify yourself at a time when you are in want.
Better is a man who works and has an abundance of everything,
than one who goes about boasting, but lacks bread.
My son, glorify yourself with humility,
and ascribe to yourself honour according to yvour worth.
Who will justify the man that sins against himself?
And who will honour the man that dishonours his own life?
A poor man is honoured for his knowledge,
while a rich man is honoured for his wealth.

A man honoured in poverty, how much more in wealth!
And a man dishonoured in wealth, how much more in poverty!
The wisdom of a humble man will lift up his head,

and will seat him among the great. — SIRACH 10:26-31

Butterflies then,
chameleons now

IN'his heydays. ex-Veep, ex-Sen.. ex-Rep.
Emmanuel Pelaez was described as a polit-
ical butterfly because of his penchant for
flitting from the Nacionalista Party to the
Liberal to a third party, then back to either
the NP or the LP. He was criticized for it,
1o be sure, but not one of his critics in the
media, as far as | can recall, accused Pelaez
of tumcoatism for a million reasons.

Not now, Just recently, an aging senator
and his twin, a mayor of highly question-
able morals, and a few other political
opportunists joined the party of a drinker-
womanizer who's considered the man to beat
in the 1998 presidential election (assuming
there's one); while a lilliputian with tower-
ing ambitions put up, along with some sena-
tongs, another party with a grandiose name.
Their pictures in the papers betrayed their
real selves: political chameleons.

The transmogrification of our politicians
is really worsening by the day.

It may not be long when we will see horns
on their foreheads.

FREER

I just can’t understand the continuing
adulation of Rizal as though he were a
god. Books praising him to high heavens
are Inunched here and there, and plays

ONE'S WORTH |

by MAX NOBLE

extolling his ‘*greatness’’ are held almost
daily. And just about every actor -- tal-
ented, picayune 2nd ham -- wants to play
the role of Rizal.

Sure, nothing’s wrong with honoring a
person you admire, but must it go to such
extent of idolizing him like a deity?

I used to admire Rizal myself. But as |
grew older, | began to question his ‘‘hero-
ism*’. He opposed the Revolution, for one
thing. Then he volunteered to serve as a
physician in the Spanish Army in Cuba, at
a time when the Cubanos themselves were
already fighting for their independence. He
might have been a martyr - but a hero?

This is not a brief against Rizal, who was
a genuine in his own right, but 1 believe he
should bee placed on his rightful pedestal.

LEE R D]

‘Kiss of

which led 10 the capture of a fugitive

congressman was most unfortunate
Unfortunate because the headline compared

this politician 1o Christ

As a rule, politicians deserve the deepest pit
of hell

I'hat Star headline saying it was a
Judas™
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=
HEART
AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

Worms

ONE of the rewards of planting is
to see the flowers turn to fruits and
witness the fruits grow, mature and
ripen. And to share this small miracle
with the family, especially with those
who must stay in the city. my husband
would bring the first fruit home and
we would all taste the ‘first fruit.’

This *rite’ of tasting the first fruit would
always be accompanied by comments, Jaughter
and compliments to the ‘farmer’.

Once, when one of the new varieties of
guava bore an extra big and seemingly per-
fect fruit, | picked and kept it for our youngest
son who can't live with us in the farm because
his work is in the city. But when we cut it
up, | was disappointed to sec that the core
of the fruit, which is the sweetest part, was
already eaten by a worm. | took a second
look and tried to find out how the worm
could have entered the fruit. There was no
hole in the skin and no sign of entrance.
This remained a mystery to me.

It was only last week that | found out
how a worm could be in the fruit without
showing any external evidences. The egg is
laid in the flower. So as the fruit grows, the
egg matures and hatches, Then the worm
eats its way up to the skin. When the pres-
ence of the worm is detected, it would have
done its job of ruining the fruit.

This is a perfect example of the original
sin we have inherited. At the moment of
conception, the seed of sin has been plant-
ed. Whether this seed would or would not
germinate is dependent on (he adults, the
family, the child would grow up in.

This is why the role of the parents and
adults in the family is crucial to the salva-
tion of the child.

Taking a lesson from the worm in the
guava fruit, we should not wait to see that
there are signs of spoilage, blemishes or rot-
ting before we destroy the cause. If we wait
too long the worm may have eaten itself to
the skin and by then there would be nothing
left within to salvage.

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL
SETTLEMENT

MNotice is hereby given that the estale of the lale
CRESENCIA MARTINEZ who died intestale and with-
out @ will on December 5, 1864 at Quezon cily had
been extrajudicially setiled and divided among her heirs
as evidenced by a Deed of Exira-Judicial Setllement
of Estale of the deceased person bearing Doc. No
179, Page No. 37, Book Mo, 681 Series of 1987
exacuted on January 13, 1997 before Notary Public
Jose S Padolina of Quezon City

WE FORUM
Jan. 20, 27 & Feb. 3, 1987

Nothing is wasted

THE drama began when heavy rains
breached a dam wall in the rocky mountains
overlooking Dingras in llocos Norte. The
incident ripped earth and rocks loose, sent
rampaging torrents of water cascading down

to the lowlands. In what seemed to be quicker

than the flick of an eyelash, the deluge
devastated hundreds of hectares ol prime
agricultural land.

New river and canal channels were cre-
ated. As succeeding typhoon rains came and
went. further expanding the new floodways,
displaced farmers living in affected portions
of Dingras began taking stock. They won-
dered if it wasn't time for them to shift, as
a technician of the agriculturist’s office had
suggested jokingly, to aguaculture. A few
families actually went out and bought bancas
from coastal barrios.

Dr. Puring Cruz, a Manila-based cardiol-
ogist, whose tiny ancestral landholdings were
almost wiped out by the dam-burst, had other
ideas. She began buttonholinrg barrio, town,
provincial and national officials to repair the
dam break, push its boundaries back with
small earthmoving projects, protect eroded
embankments by planting bamboo and
fastgrowing trees on them.

This February. she plans to return (o
Dingras and to her old bureaucratic haunts
She will renew her appeals *‘on the spot.”™
Very little. if at all, has been done by
officialdom to relieve the distress of the
victims. And frankly the prospects of govern-
ment changing its mind in the face of many
great political and economic distractions do
not look good.

““That’s all right,’* Puring Cruz said.
“*Eventually people will have to wake up.
They'll have to move. So what if my efforts
to help aren’t heard? There’ll be others.
Nothing is wasted.”’

Much the same sentiments are expressed
by former Rep. Oscar Santos, principal contact
person and inspirational champion of 17
million poor coconut farmers all over the
Philippines. After many years of false starts
and disappointments over the huge, P120
billion coconut levy fund, the approach of
the 1998 Presidential elections has sent hopes
soaring. Plus, an influential think-tank, the
Agricultural Policy Research and Advocacy

LEGAL NOTICE

Nollce is hereby given thal the eslate of the |ate
FELIPE CABRERA who died on January 20, 1996 al
Silang. Cavite has been exirajudicially setlled among
his heirs in a document entitled "Exirajudicial Settle-
ment’ under Doc No. 208, Page Nc 43, Book No
6 Series of 1997 of Notary Public Atly Rex N. Herrera

WE FORUM
Jan. 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1987

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given of Extrajudicial Setliement
of Estate of the late LORENZO C CEREZO with Waiver
who died on January 9, 1987 in Quezon Cily, execul-
ed by surviving heirs Gloria Cerezo and Barbara Hipolita
C. Payne. in an instrument dated January 17 1997
acknowledged before Notary Public Jose | Ma Santos
as Doc. 7. Page 3, Book 367 Series of 1997

WE FORUM
Feb. 3, 10 & 17, 1997

Program (APRAAP), said confidently in a
recent issue of its newsletter President Ra-
mos would do right by the farmers before
leaving office in 1998.

APRAAP recalled that only last August 30,
1996, Ramos promised 100 jeeploads of dem-
onstrating farmers in Malacafang ““stronger
measures would be taken during the adminis-
tration that the levy assets would be recovered
by lawful means and put to good use for the
benefit of the rightful owners -- the millions
of coconut farmers and landowners from whom
the levies were exacted.”™

Santos was asked: ““What if this recovery
scheme were crafled merely to pass on control
of the funds from one large interest to the
other?"”

Santos said the farmers’ efforts to regain
control of their funds would not be wasted
““We will go right onward,”” he said. **Noth-
ing will be wasted.™

Finally, there is the noted Dr. Gilberto
(Gamez. an internationally known neurologisl
and psychiatrist. His Manila-based practise did
not stop him from launching a project to re-
habilitate many kilometers of public roadways
leading to and from his hometown in Lallo.
Cagayan, by planting thousands of grafted
mango seedlings on the roadsides

At an incredible cost in both time and the
cost of inputs. Dr. Gamez got his tree-planting
agenda on the road He met and held confer-

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

ences with barrio and town officials, with
government and other agency heads. The sur-
vival rate of his trees was higher than the
national average. Still, in going over the entire
tree-planting track record. the good doctor felt
a touch of disappointment: he felt he could
have done much more.

How much more he did not say: but here
again. was the lesson, What he had done had
taken root, could hopefully affect the minds of
people unable to execute or articulate their most
treasured hopes. The why is answered easily:
Nothing is wasted.

The phrasemakers of the high tech environ-
mental world sometimes tell this story: A
solitary leaf dropping over Trafalgar Square in
L.ondon can become the trigger to send a trop-
ical cyclone over Hongkong.™

Nothing is wasted: not success, not failure.
This seems 1o be the message of Puring Cruz,
Gilberto Gamez uand Oscar Santos. A law of
chemistry -- a law of the universe? A law of
whatever. It works

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARANAQUE, METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

- yersus -

ILUMINADA R. BASILIO/NICASIO C BASILIO

PAG-IBIG FUND or HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
Mortgagee/s,

DANILO D PERALTA/MERCEDES B PERALTA and
Mortgagor/s
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT NO. 3135
As amended by Act 4118

File No

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Morigagee/s PAG-

IBIG FUND/HOME DEV MUTUAL FUND with office address at The Atrium of Makatl, Makatl Avenue,
Makati City against the Mortgagor/s DANILO & MERCEDES PERALTA and ILUMINADA & NICASIO BASILIO
with residence and postal address at Lot 9 & 10 Blk. 5, Airport View Subd. (KENKO), Moonwalk, Parafiaque,
M M . to secure payment of the mortgage debt which. as of May 15, 1996 amounts to P467.828 B0 including/
excluding Interest, penalty charges and all legal fees and expenses Incidental to this foreclosure and sale,
the Execulive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Parafaque, Metro Manila or her duly authorized Sheniff,
will sell at public auction on February 21, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter, infront of LOBBY, P'QUE,
MUN. HALL, MM, to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Philippine Currency. thee following described
real property/ies, with all the buildings and other Improvements existing thereon lo wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO 76195

A PARCEL OF LAND (lot 12, Blk 5, of the cons. subd plan Pes-13-000004, being a portion of the
cons. of Lot 2-C, 2-D & 2-E. (LRC) Psd-247550, LRC Rec No 30331, etc) situated in the Bo of Ibayo,

Mun. of P'que. (Rizal) MM Bounded x x x x containing an area of SEVENTY SIX (76) SQUARE METERS,
X X X X X

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined lo investigate for themselves ihe litle/s of sa.d
properly/ies and the encumbrances thereon if any there be
Parafiaque, Metro Manila, January 9. 1997
ATTY CLEMENTE BOLOY

CLERK OF COURT Vi & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
(Sgd.) PERICLES U TELAN
Supervising Sherift PERICLES U TELAN
SHERIFF IN-CHARGE

r

WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, ceface or desiroy Lhis NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE on
of before the date of sale under penalty of law

Copy furnished All parties concerned

WE FORUM
Jan 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1997




FEBRUARY 3-9, 1997

AGRIBUSINESS

CONTRACT-SPRAYING
NIXES HIGH PROFITS
FOR MANGO FARMERS
IN THE LONG RUN

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

N the overall tally of social costs, the long-term
environmental risks involved in the extensive
use of pesticides and other harmful chemicals
eventually outweighs the higher profits local mango
farmers stand to gain from employing contract-

spraying schemes.

The Management and
Organizational Development
for Empowerment, Inc.
(MODE), a non-government
organization which looks into
the concerns of marginalized
farmers, made this assessment
in its latest agricultural com-
modity study. The study was
made by researcher Jessica
Reyes-Cantos.

Contract-spraying involves
chemicals to induce flower-
ing and pesticides to protect
mango trees from pests. The
contract sprayer also takes
care of the trees until har-
vest when sprayer and own-
er share the yield. This in
effect shifts the greater bur-

® den of production risk from
the owner to the contract-
sprayer.

Contract spraying is pop-
ular especially among farm-
ers who have limited finan-
cial resources and technical
know-how because it offers
the highest net profit among
the other production arrange-
ments. It was estimated that
for every peso of investment,
it averages a higher P4.41 of
return while growers who
assume production and post-
production expenses averag-
es P1.34.

But the study noted that
the peso sign on a grower’s
accounting sheet does not take
into account the costs that
such an arrangement impos-
es on the environment. ‘‘Due
to their short-term access to
mango trees, contract spray-
ers use chemical inputs to the
hilt in order to maximize their
profits in a particular year,'’
Reyes-Canto said.

This is expected to wors-

® en with the increased com-
petition under the General
Agreement on Tariff and
Trade (GATT) when the drive
to provide an increasing sup-
ply of fresh mangoes in the
export market could shift to

high gear.

‘‘Consequently, rather than
encouraging environmentally
friendly and sustainable
modes of production, GATT
provides a dangerous condi-
tion leading to the intensifi-
cation of chemical input
usage,”’ Reyes-Canto said.
‘‘Markets must be captured
with adequate and stable
supply or the country could
lose out to India, Mexico,
Pakistan, Indonesia and Chi-
na which are already consid-
ered as our competitors in the
mango export business."

But there are doubts as to
the long-term sustainability of
the contract spraying arrange-
ment. Experts in mango prop-
agation readily include the
indiscriminate use of chem-
icals among the problems of
the industry. The study
stressed that there is still a
lot of room for increasing
mango yields without the
extensive use of pesticides.

In Cebu, for instance,
where traditional methods are
extensively practiced, the
growers’ expenditures on
insecticides, fungicides and
flower inducers were signif-
icantly lessened without
profitability being sacrificed.
Cebu has the highest return
of investment in the entire
mango industry of the coun-
try.

The study cited fertiliza-
tion and irrigation as two pro-
duction-enhancing methods
which significantly increase
mango productivity. It recom-
mended that government
actively disseminates the most
environment-friendly technol-
ogies and provide production

facilities such as irrigation.
For example, smudging
allows smoke to pass through
the foliage to induce flower-
ing as well as rid the leaves
of pests. Bagging prevents the
bruising of fruits and, because
it provides cover, cuts down
spraying expenses to protect
the fruits from insects.
The post-bloom shake is
a unique practice of Cebuano
mango growers which mini-
mizes pesticide expenditures.
This involves shaking the
branches to eliminate weak
and dried flowers and to min-
imize the incidence of fruit
drop, and pest and disease.
* MNC Agri News
Service)

NEW LEGUME
SHELLER-THRESHER

UPLAND farmers in Cagayan found the thresher, highly
acceptable. This was based on a study conducted by
Generoso Oli, Lito Caranguian, Dante Riazonda, Edwin
Egipto and Lorenzo Caraguian of the Department of
Agriculture, Cagayan Valley Lowland and Marine Re-
search Outreach Station (CVLMROS), Minangya Norte,
Iguig, Cagayan.

The researchers who developed the equipment described
it as portable and able to shell and thresh peanut, mungbean,
and drybean for seed and commercial purposes. It can
be pedal-operated or mechanically operated using a 5-
horsepower gasoline engine. Its output capacity ranges
from 20 to 100 kilograms per hour depending on the
crop and power source. Its shelling efficiency is 89%,
92% and 95% for pedal and engine-driven for peanut,
mungbean and drybean respectively.

The machine’s performance and acceptability were
further assessed in actual field operation. Results of the
assessment submitted to the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD) revealed the farmers gen-
eral approval of the machine. The farmer-cooperators
who operated it, obtained a mean output capacity rang-
ing from 44 to 133 kilograms of mungbean per hour.
The machine's shelling and cleaning efficiency were
calculated at 92.99% and 99.31% respectively. The
threshing efficiency ranges from 90-99% with 100% whole
kernel. The variety of mungbean used did noi affect its
performance.

When used for peanut, the output capacity ranges from
30-88 kilograms per hour. The shelling efficiency ranges
from 90% to 95% with 96.72% whole kernel, while the
cleaning efficiency ranges from 98% to 100%.

Compared with the traditional practice of manual
shelling, the farmers favored the legumes sheller-thresh-
er because of its high capacity, high shelling and clean-
ing efficiency, and less laboriousness. Also, the machine
is favored for its versatility in shelling and threshing
various leguminous crops. (O. Domingo, S&T Media
Service)

Residue,

tolerable levels proposed for pesticides

MAXIMUM residue limits
for pesticides and tolerable
levels of intake over time are
being proposed by the World
Health Organization and the
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation,

More than 150 different
pesticides have been evaluat-
ed, resulting in the adoption
by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission of more than
2,000 maximum residue lim-
its on specific commodities.
Quality control standards have
been prepared for 25 pesticide
active ingredients. These stan-
dards are used by governments
in the formulation of their leg-
islation and for establishing
import controls. They have also
found use in international
trade.

An important recent devel-
opment has been the adoption
by the FAO of an Internation-
al Code of Conduct on the

Distribution and Use of Pes-
ticides, amended in 1987 to
include the principle of prior

informed consent. Environ-
mental groups use the code as
a yardstick to evaluate pesti-
cide management in develop-
ing countries.

FAO promotes research to
prevent and decrease pest
damage. Such research covers
the reduction of the pest pop-
ulation, the use of cultural
methods, enhancement of host
plant resistance and, where
appropriate, the identification
and use of biologicel control
agents.

In promoting plant protec-
tion and pest management,
FAO especially emphasizes the
role of integrated pest man-
agement (IPM). One example
of a recent successful project
is the development and appli-
cation of integrated pest con-
trol in rice growing in south
and southeast Asia.

Field trials were made to
define appropriate IPM tech-
nology in farming areas of the
participating countries. These
trials involved the identifica-
tion of natural enemies of the
major insect pests, and the
choice of effective methods of
pest surveillance and of fore-
casting insect attack severity
during the growing season.

Ways and means to protect
crops from pests are many and
varied. Numerous organisms
have the capacity to become
major pests but most of these
are controllable by combina-
tions of cultural measures, host
plant resistance and biologi-
cal control.

Pesticides are used where
these other control mechanisms
do not keep pests below an
acceptable level. For control
of weeds, labor scarcity or cost
has prompted a gradual shift
from manual and mechanical
means to use of chemicals.

Pesticide use has, howev-
er. led to a number of new
problems: biological control
agents may also be eliminat-
ed, or the pests may become
resistant to the pesticide. Ex-
cessive or overly liberal use
of pesticides may also harm
human health and the environ-
ment, Lack of knowledge, risk-
avoiding behavior and ag-
gressive sales techniques of-
ten result in a misuse or over-
use of pesticides.

Since the beginning of
agriculture pests have caused
problems, but the co-exisience
of pest and crop plant had
resulted in traditional farming
systems that gencrally kept
damage to a minimum. How-
ever, intensification, including
changes of cullivars, crops and
cultivation patterns, have of-
ten created conditions more
favorable to pests.

Migration or introduction of
pests to new areas may also

call for control where it was
not previously needed. The
classical example is grapes,
where treatments are now re-
quired for diseases in Europe
that were introduced Irom an-
other continent in the last
century

Changes in cultivation and
the use of new varieties as in
rice production in Southeast
Asia have changed the agri-
cultural situation completely,
in the process making pests
much more difficult 1o con-
trol.

Land shortage and lack of
inputs have increased the speed
of rotations and decreased
fertility in the Sahel of Afri-
ca, leading to favorable con-
ditions for the parasitic weed
Striga. A relatively new de-
velopment is the spread of
noxious weeds. (e.g. Imperata)
that appear to be resistant to
mosi herbicides. (MNC Agri
News Service)
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three to five years of revved construction,”” according to Bernardo

‘ ‘ I F history is any guide, the Philippines can expect at least another

M. Villegas, dean of the University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P)

School of Economics.

In a recent paper titled
Philippines: East Asia's
Emerging Star, Villegas not-
ed that construction and real
estate boomed in 1994, after
a slump in 1991-1993. Thus,
the industry will make its
impact felt in 1997-2000. A
copy of the paper was ob-
tained by the Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries.

He pointed out that since
the financial sector would
make more funds available
for mass housing and more
real estate companies would
raise substantial equity finan-
cial through initial public of-
ferings, construction could be
expected to grow by 14
percent yearly.

Villegas said Metro Ma-
nila will see a repeat of the
1987-1989 upsurge in the
construction of high-rise
office buildings and condo-
minium towers especially in
Makati, Ortigas,
Mandaluyong, Fort Bonifacio,
and Alabang.

Medium and low-cost

housing projects will prolif-
erate in Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Bulacan,
Pampanga, Tarlac -- in those
places unaffected by lahar-
induced floods -- in Luzon;
Metro Cebu, lloilo, and
Bacolod in the Visayas;
Cagayan de Oro, Davao, and
General Santos City in
Mindanao, he said.

In the same paper. Villegas
cited that the government also
intends to provide the coun-
try with better road networks,
airports, harbors and trans-
portation. To do this, the gov-
ernment has to spend. A total
of $48 billion is expected to
be spent on infrastructure
projects in the next three to
five years.

He said at least 18 flag-
ship projects will be given
priority including toll roads
in Manila, conversion of the
former US bases at Clark and
Subic Bay, seaports and air-
ports as well as tourism
projects in Luzon, roads in
Mindanao, an integrated steel
mill in Mindanao. and north-

south expressways linking
Metro Manila to surrounding
provinces.

Given a much improved
investment climate, Villegas
noted, the Ramos administra-
tion is tackling infrastructure
development in earnest. The
government unquestionably
made its mark in energy when
it dramatically turned around
a serious power shortage into
a situation in which even the
World Bank frets about
overcapacity.

Ironically, the energy sec-
tor, the country’s most prob-
lematic sector during the first
few months of the Ramos
administration, is what jump-
started the Philippines eco-
nomic recovery.

A host of domestic and
foreign investors converted
the energy crisis in 1993 into
an investment opportunity by
constructing fast-track and
baseload power plants, which
are expected to meet the
growing demand for energy
in the next three to five years.

In 1994-1995, more than

-

P1 billion was invested in
these power plants as addi-
tional capacity of 1,000
megawatts was installed. The
Philippines has become a
leader in implementing build-
operate-transfer and build-
own-operate projects in en-
ergy. Asian, European and
North American investors
have been eagerly competing
for these projects.

Villegas also said that in-
vestors have been scrambling

RP has lowest fertilizer consumption

THE Philippines has the
lowest fertilizer consump-

tion among all the South-
easl Asian countries even

though it is a major pro-
ducer of fertilizer in the
same region. This puts into
question the country’s com-
petitive capability in in-
creasing food production
for export as demand of
products increases by the
turn of the century,

A report from the Fer-
tilizer Advisory, Develop-
ment and Information Net-
work of (FADINAP) of
ESCAP, FAO and UNIDO
showed that from 1994-95,
some 1,484,000 metric tons
of fertilizer were used in
Philippine farms, In con-
trast, Indonesia used
5,028,000 tons; Malaysia
consumed 2,570,000 tons
and Thailand ate up
3,387,000 tons.

The low usage can be at-
tributed to the fact that the
Philippines continues to rely

heavily on expensive im-
ported fertilizer even if it
is a major fertilizer-produc-
ing nation. In 1994, 60
percent of the domestic total
consumption by farmers
were imported. Fertilizer
imports have been increas-
ing since 1992 at the rate
of 6 percent per year. In
1995, fertilizer imports
totalled 564,600 tons, 7.7
percent higher than in 1994,
Likewise, domestic fer-
tilizer production dropped
significantly from 343,000
tons to 285,000 tons from
1994-95. Only the govern-
ment-owned Philphos pro-
duces a wide range of NP
and NPK compounds for
fertilizer. The Philippines
has no potash and concen-
trates on phosphatic fertil-
izers. (Michael A.
Bengwayan)

CONSTRUCTION: Continued progress.

to get into telecommunica-
tions bandwagon especially
after President Ramos dereg-
ulated the industry. Some
major global corporations are
vying for the more than five
million lines to be installed
in the next three to five years.

The aim is to bring up the
very low ratio of less-than-
two telephone lines per 100
persons to at least 10 before
the decade is over.

field include such Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) stalwarts
as Singapore Telecom in its
joineventure with the Ayalas
in Globe Telecom,
Shinawatra of Thailand, part-
ner of the Delgado family in
Isla Telecom, and the Indo-
nesian conglomerate First
Pacific, the investor in Sinart
Telecom. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-

Among the leaders in this  taries)

FOOD WASTE

FOOD is increasingly being wasted in developing
countries including the Philippines even as millions are
deprived of having three meals a day. Unless this
catastrophic event is minimized, the poor will continue
to be poorer and the malnourished will be in a worse
state.

The report comes from US National Academy of
Sciences (NAS) whose studies indicate that losses in
non-grain foods in tropical countries, particularly those
in South and East Asia, have doubled since 1985.

For instance, losses in non-grain food, like white
potato, cassava, fresh tomatoes and yam ranged from
25 to 50 percent from 1990-1995. These food are sta-
ples in many countries. The food losses are results of
improper post harvest practices between the time of
harvest and time of consumption.

According to NAS, the chain linking the producer
and the consumer is fraught by several loopholes en-
abling food from either land or sea fail to reach the
consumer. The loopholes are either caused by man,
pests and microbes and improper mechanical process-
ing.

An example can be gleaned from the Philippines
where a University of the Philippines at Los Bafios
(UPLB) study shoyed that post harvest losses in rice
reaches from 10.-to 37 percent due to inappropriate
post harvest practiges.

NAS also cited inadequacy of processing equipments
as a cause of food losses as well as legal standards that
are lax and unstrict, (Michael A. Bengwayan)




*

WE
Forum

FEBRUARY 3-9, 1997

P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

SEVERE PAIN AND DISTRESS

MAN’S FINAL DAYS

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

MANY people live their
final days in severe pain and
distress.

According to a study made
at George Washington Uni-
versity Medical Center, 40

percent of more than 3,000
previously seriously ill or
elderly people experienced
severe pain in the last three
days of their lives.
Difficulties coping with

emotional and physical prob-
lems commonly accompanied
patients in their last days, and
less than half the patients died
without some last-ditch at-
tempt to keep them alive.

*

TO TOPNOTCHERS: First Lady Amelita M. Ramos is shown with the topnotchers
in the first Licensure Examination for Teachers administered by the Professional
Regulation Commission during the recognition rites held at the Premier Guest House
of Malacafiang. The licensure examination replaced the Professional Board Exami-
nation for Teachers pursuant to Republic Act 7836. In front row, from left, are Education
Secretary Ricardo Gloria, PRC Chairman Hermogenes Pobre, Placido Mapa, presi-
dent of Metrobank Foundation, Evelyn Chan of Metrobank Foundation and Commis-
sion on Higher Education Chairman Angel Alcala. (Malacafiang Photo)

““This study confirms wide-
ly held fears that death is
often difficult and undigni-
fied."" said Dr. Joanne Lynn,
the study’s lead author. “*It
is clear that we could do
much, much better at alle-
viating pain, reducing isola-
tion, and following patients’
wishes at the end of life.”

I'he study highlighted dra-
matic changes since the last
study 90 years ago at John
Hopkins Hospital found that
death was a mostly quick and
peaceful process. *‘(For) the
great majority... like their
birth, their death was a sleep
and a forgetting," the earlier
study said.

Now, the new study said,
**dying has become a gradu-
al period of deterioration, and
the once-familiar boundaries
between ‘"being sick’ and
“dying’ have blurred.”

Researchers in the new
study followed 9,105 serious-
ly ill patients and 1,176
people over 80, between 1989
and 1994. Of 4,622 subjects
who died over the period,
researchers interviewed fam-
ily members of 3,357.

The study found that most
of the patients, 59 percent,
wanted treatment to focus on
comforting them, even if it
shortened their life.

Nearly three-fourths of the
patients had difficulty cop-
ing with physical ailments
such as shortness of breath,
fatigue, or nausea, and almost
two-thirds - 62 percent - had
emotional difficulties such as
anxiety or sadness.

Bul nearly one in 10 pa-
lients received care contrary
to their wishes. Less than half
-- 44 percent -- of all the
patients died without being
placed on a ventilator or
feeding tube or undergoing a
resuscitation attempt, the
study found. (MNC)

NGO PROPOSES
THRIFT BANK

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

A DEVELOPMENTAL non-government organization
(NGO) engaged in microfinance plans to establish a thrift
bank this year in its bid to deliver full financial services
to low-income groups and aspiring small entrepreneurs.

The TSPI Development Corporation (formerly the
Tulay Sa Pag-unlad Inc.), a NGO actively providing
microcredit among the so-called largely informal sector
during the last 15 years, will set up the thrift bank in
Cavite. The move, if pushed through, will be the first
among local NGOs.

At present, there are more than 30,000 NGOs operating
in the country. Of these, only less than 500 are engaged
in microlending ecither as a major program or a part of
a wider program. And only 50 credit NGOs have adopted
the commercial approach to lending and recovering part
of their costs from operating income. The TSPI is one of
them.

Established in 1981, the TSPl has grown to become a
medium-sized financial institution compared with other
private groups engaged in microfinance especially during
the last five years. Its estimated 700 clients in 1991 bal-
looned to about 7,000 clients with at least 33,000 indirect
borrowers last year. Its total assets grew by more than
four-fold from P30 million to P121 million during the five-
year period.

The TSPI has now 14 branches and field offices cover-
ing Metro Manila, Rizal, Cavite, Bulacan, Laguna, Batangas,
Quezon, Pangasinan and Tarlac. It released a total of P217
million loans last year.

It spearheaded the formation of a coalition of NGOs
and financial institutions engaged in microfinance on one
hand and government agencies like the Department of Finance
and the National Credit Council and financial institutions
like the Land Bank of the Philippines, on the other hand.
The coalition is now busy formulating acceptable standards
in microfinancing.

The TSPI's experience in microfinance has shattered
the long-standing myth that poor families, particularly those
living below the so-called poverty threshold of P4,500 as
of 1994 government data, are not creditworthy and are
thus, not bankable.

Despite the adoption of **market-determined interest rates"'
and its huge base of borrowers, the NGO has posted a
remarkable 96.30 percent average repayment rate for all
of its five credit programs: for individual borrowers, for
credit NGOs, for market vendors’ group, sakbayan for the
transport sector and the kabuhayan program for urban
poor families.

This successful experience in microfinance of the TSPI
showed that private entities -- not only big financial in-
stitutions -- can take over some of the government's re-
sponsibility in providing the financial requirements of poor
families.

In this way, the TSPI will bolster the proposed strategy
being crafted by the DOF to push the private sector to
assume bigger responsibility in providing credit to the low
income groups which have been eating up large chunks of
government budgets in the form of loan subsidies and grants.

Finance Secretary Roberto de Ocampo told a recent forum
on microfinance that the government will cut its loan sub-
sidies to the country’s basic sectors and will support in-
stead market-oriented financial and credit policies to en-
hance the role of financial institutions and private groups
in microfinance.

De Ocampo assured financial institutions and NGOs in-
volved in microfinancing that the government would start
veering away from extending loan subsidies, which in the
past required large-scale but unsustainable transfer of re-
sources from the government to the targeted sectors.

He noted, however, that many of these loans with
concessional rates, more often than not, fail to reach the
targeted sectors, Thus, many of these credit programs failed
in their principal objective of alleviating poverty in rural
areas.

De Ocampo also said that a mutually profitable market
and business relationship can be developed between the
poor and the private sector. ‘‘Contrary to popular belief,
the poor do repay their loans and microfinance can be a
tool for poverty alleviation,”’ he said.

He said the government would not abandon its welfare
projects and livelihood programs that are designed to assist
poor families. **Those deserving and needing welfare pro-
grams will be provided assistance and subsidies through
the appropriate government agencies,”’ De Ocampo said.

The government would only correct the confusion be-
tween the need for welfare assistance by the really poor
households, on one hand, and the legitimate credit demand
of poor houscholds and microenterprises, on the other hand,
he added. (Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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