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CIVIL ENGINEER: President Ramos receives his professional license as civil engineer from Chairman Hermogenes Pobre of the Professional
Regulation Commission at Malacanang's Ceremonial Hall. Looking on is Presidential Assistant Ben de Leon. (Malacaiiang Photo)
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LEGISLATORS
AMPERED?

By ERIC S. GIRON

OMEO Jalosjos gave the law the runaround when hunted for the rape
of an 11-year-old girl who accused him in court and was planning
to helicopter from Batangas to Cebu City, take a boat to Tawitawi
as jumpoff point for Labuan in Sabah, then fly to Kuala Lumpur for his
final destination in London. But after he was caught in an islet of Bagac,
Bataan, handcuffed and jailed in Makati, Jalosjos shed crocodile tears behind

dark glasses.

The administration’s
Lakas Party disowned him.
His House colleagues moved
to suspend him for 60 days
except that only 123 of 146
members out of 206 con-
gressmen were present and
the required two-thirds vote
could not be mustered.

Another erstwhile House
member, Nicanor de Guzman
Ir,, convicted to life impris-
onment for gunrunning at the
Manila airport, obtained a
court order to attend court
trial in San Leonardo, Nueva
Ecija. The hearing was post-
poned, so the story goes. but
De Guzman took French
leave to celebrate his birth-
day (Report vary on his age
from 66 to 68) in town. This
is thee height of insolence.

When committed to pris-
on for the first time, this
convict put on an act that
he was already an old man
and cried as he said so, De
Guzman's and Jalosjos® tears
are more for self-pity than
contrition. These so-called
congressmen with the title
“honorable” prefixed before

their names commit crimes
because they think they can
get away with it. And there
are suckers who abet them
in doing so

The preliminary hearing
for De Guzman's estafa case
with the Cabanatuan provin-
cial fiscal was held but the
land dispute hearing at San
Leonardo Judge Geminiano
Eduardo's trial court was
postponed. Prisons Director
Vicente Vinarao said he al-
lowed De Guzman o be es-
corted by three guards to San
Leonardo on a justice depart-
ment travel permit.

Supreme Court Adminis-
trator Alfredo Benipayo said
“no prisoner sentenced to
death or life imprisonment is
allowed to be brought outside
the penal institution for ap-
pearance in court without the
approval of the Supreme
Court.” Justice Undersecretary
Ramon Liwag explained the
circular 1s directed at judges
and clerks of court, not the
Department of Justice.

But De Guzman, who lefi
prison Wednesday did not

return to his Bilibid cell Jan.
16 as expected. There 1s sus-
picion of conspiracy by
guards Eduardo Lanosa, Jose
Garcia  and  Cresencio
Mendoza. whom Vinarao
suspended for 90 days, for
allowing De Guzman to at-
tend his birthday bash at s
hometown. He returned to his
Bilibid cell at 1 a.m. Friday,
Supt. Juamito Leopando sent
men to verify 1l the San
Leonardo court hearing was
postponed and the party later.
JALOSJOS' FLIGHT
When Makati Judge
Roberto Diokno issued the
arrest order for Jalosjos Dec.
26, Mindanao Task Force
Supi. Manuel Pepino reported
from Zamboanga City that
Jalosjos had fled to Manado,
Indonesia. After Jalosjos™ ar-
rest in Bagac. Pepino re-
signed as head of the task
force “out of delicadeza.”
The Senate will investi-
gate Pepino for peddling
disinformation. Or, as Sen.
Orlando Mercado surmised,
“iIf he himsell was a party 1o
a diversionary tactic to buy
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JALOSJOS IN JAIL: A visit from colleagues. (/nquirer)

CONGRESS: Protection club.

time so Jalosjos could escap-
ee.” Mercado said “this
should be the first and last
assignment of the Presiden-
tial Security Group as fugi-
tive hunter so 1t can perform
its function ol ensuring the
safety of the President and
his family.”

As for the PNP, Mercado
satd it should shape up or
ship out if it cannot perform
the most basic of law en-
forcement functions. As (o
hints dropped by Malacanan
that PNP Director-General
Recaredo Sarmiento resign
over police failure to cap-
ture Jalosjos, Sarmiento said
it never entered his mind.

HUNT AND ARREST

Jalosjos was at large 24
days after the hunt for him
was launched but it took the
100 men of the PSG nine
days to capture him. Presi-
dent Ramos had ordered PSG
head Col. Jose Calimlim to
coordinate with Justice Sec.
Teofisto Guingona and NBI
Director Santiago Toledo
when Pepino's tip that
Jalosjos had fled to Indone-
sta proved misleading. Six
presidential helicopters were
commandeered for the hunt,

The PSG got hold of a
bogus seaman’s passport in
the name of Eliezer Jama
which Jalosjos was supposed
to use with another passport
intended for The
plan was a helicopter hop
from Batangas to Mauctan,
Cebu. Bul Jalosjos failed to
leave Cebu early because he
needed P200,000 to pay the
owner of a boat that would
tuke him to Tawitawi

London

A report that Julosjos was
in Batangas, not in Indone-
stit led to the tip that he had
arnved at the Manila Domes-
te Adrport on Dec, 26. A1 9

a.m. Thursday, the posse had
pinpointed Jalosjos' hiding
place at barangay Tingang
Lagak or Labak but delayed
the raidiuntil 6 a.m. Friday.
Jalosjos left at 3 a,m. A boy
caretaker said he heard the
word “Bagac” as the quar-
ry's destination.

The group received word
that Jalosjos had motored in a
Mercedes Benz or a dark green
Honda Accord to Project 7.
Quezon City where they missed
him by an hour. On a tip from
the wife of the owner of the
car Jalosjos rented. they pro-
ceeded o Pampanga. then 1o
Bagac. When Col. Calimlim
wenl o the Bagac aslet, he
missed Jalosjos who had gone
swimming

But intuition made him
return and on the shore were
three men waiting for Jalosjos
who soon arrived. Jalosjos later
claimed he saw Calimlim’s
helicopter hovering above as
he was swimming and waved
to it. He was cuffed by
Calimlim. A Fokker plane and
the six helicopters hovered
above the isle leased by Ramon
Villavicencio who disowned
any connection with Jalosjos.
Sharpshooters were deployed
on the ground as in an action
movie

Even the caretaker said he
did not know the trio who
arrived at the aslet included
the hunted Jalosjos

JALOSJOS IN JAIL

Julosjos was brought 1o
thee Makati City jail wear-
ing blue jeans and a printed
jacket by 24 NBI agenis. He
asked if he could be trans-
lerred to the NBI jail but
Judge Diokno committed him
to Makati jail cell 14, Brigada
I, along with a drug pusher
and homicide convicts. He
took tranquilizers when his
blood pressure shot up 10 180

over |20,

He was deprived of his
cellular phone, pager, elec-
tric fan, refrigerator and tele-
vision set. But his ydunger
brother Dominador and his
actress wife, Maricel Soriano,
and another brother Cesar,
visited Romeo. The judge
said arraignment will proceed
on two counts of statutory
rape and 12 counts of acts
of lasciviousness charges
filed by the 1l-year-old girl

Defense lawyers are also
preparing a civil suil for
moral damages of P22 mil-
lion to be filed in behalf of
the girl which the state pros-
ccutor said has to be proved
simultancously with the
criminal case. Judge Diokno
said the arraignment will
proceed even while Jalosjos'
lawyers are seeking to quash
the arrest warrant before the
Court of Appeals.

The girl accuser in the
custody of the Social Wel-
fare Department is consistent
and will not waver, said Sec.
Lina Laigo. "For that we are
behind her.” The SWD com-
mitted to protect thee girl
plans to place her under the
wiltness protection program
WHO WINS OR LOSES

IN AMARI LAND

DEAL?

There are two sides assail-
ing and defending the Pub-
lic Estates Authority sale of
650 hectares of reclaimed
Manila Bay land in the Bou-
levard 2000 project

Transportation Sec. and
former PEA Chairman Amado
Lagdameo says with a straight
face the sale was aboveboard
despite the statement of former
Chairman Emmanuel Sy-of
Amari Coaslal Bay Develop-
ment Corporation that P400
million “finder’s fee” was paid
lo two brokers as advance

(Next page, please)
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payment of P1,596.863,050 as
shown in a letter dated June
9. 1995 of Amari which Sen-
ate President Ernesto Maceda
exposed

The P400 million was al-
legedly siphoned off to the
1995 clection campaign of the
administration’s Lakas Party.

But Micky Yong, presi-
dent of Guoco Holdings
which is a major partner of
Amari-Ital-Thai consortium
that won the project, declared:
“There will be no renegotia-
tions, no rebidding because
we believe the contracl is
valid and aboveboard.” This
disputed the Maceda charge
the deal was anomalous.

Yong admitted Amari
agreed to pay the P1.59 bil-
lion “finder’s fee” to a pri-
vate group but pointed out it
would have to spend P30 to
P40 billion 10 develop the re-
claimed land described as
three islands under water.

Maceda welcomed the
plan of Budget Sec. Salva-
dor Enriquez, who heads a
three-man Malacanan inves-
tigating commillee, lo recom-
mend cancellation of the
contract which Maceda
charged was “grossly under-
valued.” Yong said Amari is
waiting for the release of
Enriquez’s final recommen-
dation, hinting it may go to
court if the governmenl re-
scinds the contract.

But Yong is confident the
government will hot rescind
the contract of the PEA with
Amari. Amari deputy general
manager Robert Caslafiares
said it went through the nor-
mal process of securing per-
mits and approvals for the
project without bribing or
coercing anybody.

Sy told the Senate govern-
ment corporations commitlee
chaired by Sen. Juan Ponce
Enrile he deposited P300
million in the Citibank
(Makati) for Benito Co (Chin
San Cordova) and Frank Chua
(Chua Hun Siong) while P100
million was transferred to
Hong Kong on instruction of
the two brokers

The Senate found the
enormous fee “unusual” and
so conducted hearings on it
Co and Chua snubbed the
hearings twice, Enrile said,
after he threw out of his
house Chua Hun Siong “for
lying through his teeth.” He
said Chua promised to attend
the hearings but not even his
lawyer Rodolfo Jimenez
could tell where Chua or Chin
San Cordova were

Sec. Enriquez recommend-
ed cancellation of the contract
for “technical deficiencies.”
Maceda cited as having roles
in the transaction PEA exec-
utives Felix Berina and Theron
Lacson, former PEA board
chairman Wainwright Rivera,

former general  manager
Lagdameo and deputy manager
Justiniano Montano IV for
special projects

Enriquez said he will not
look into bribery allegations
but merely establish the facts
for the President because I
am the Budget Secretary, not
the Ombudsman.” Maceda
welcomed President Ramos’
order Lo review guidelines on
land reclamation to send a
strong signal to governmenl
officials that they cannol en-
ter into anomalous deals and
gel away with it
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CHURCH UNDER FIRE

The Catholic Church went
under fire in Iwo instances
when Sens. Gregorio Honasan
and Juan Flavier moved that
religious groups be taxed o
realize P44 billion revenue
and from President Fidel
Ramos who censured Jaime
Cardinal Sin's peroration of
Administrative Order 308 o
implement a compulerized
national identification refer-
ence system.

The Honasan and Flavier
proposition to bolster reve-
nues by collecting taxes from
the Church and other reli-
gious denominations drew op-
position from the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of the
Philippines and fellow Sens
Franklin Drilon, Raul Roco,
Neptali Gonzales and Ramon
Magsaysay Jr. who said it was
“unconstitutional and viola-
tive of the principle of sepa-
ration of Church and State.”

Monsignor Pedro Quitorio
111, CBCP assistant secrelary-
general, cited a Constitution
provision that the Church
cannot be compelled to reveal
its financial records il the
Senate demands an investiga-
tion. He told the press the
Church had nothing to do with
El Shaddai and could not in-
vestigate its assets and fi-
nances. He said the Church will
go after El Shaddai only if it
misinterprets the doctrine but
in temporal matters, he said "it
lies with the government.”

The Church is willing to
investigate abuse of tax exemp-
tion privileges, Quitorio said,
admitting religious organiza-
tions import goods mostly for
charitable purposes. If these
goods are released, he said the
Customs is to blame, not the
Church. The problem is not tax
exemption granted religious
groups but non-implementation
of the proper tax collection
system, Quitorio averred, cit-
ing tax evaders who are de-
linquent in paying billions of
pEesos.

FEARS OVER ID

Cardinal Sin’s apprehen-
sion that the required 1D
might lead to fraudulem elec-
tions wus branded “without
basis™ by President Ramos.

PEPINO: Underfire. (Inquirer)

who branded as wild specu--
lation that the adoption of a
national computerized 1D
could lead to martial law. He
cited Congress’ threat to
impeach the President over
the order as proof “how far
away we are from a martial
law situation.”

Presidential Management
Staff chiel Alexander Aguirre
said the adoption of a national
ID system is prescribed un-
der Republic Act 7875, the
National Health Insurance
Law, which Executive Sec.
Ruben Torres did not men-
tion when he announced AO
308 as the foundation of an
“integrated ID system by
prescribing data common to
all 1Ds."”

Sen, Edgardo Angara as-
sailed Malacafan in a speech
late September for not enforc-
ing RA 7875 because a big
amount of money is needed
to implement a national
health insurance program.
The act cannot be enforced
until localities have adequate
access to health services.

But Reps. Ralph Recto and
Joker Arroyo said RA 7875
authorizes health services
only for those enrolled in
national health insurance.
Recto clarified the health
insurance cards are lo be
issued by a corporation that
is in fact “more of ghosily
apparition for phantom ser-
vices." Malacanan should be
forthright in sticking to the
intent of AO 308 as an indi-
vidual reference system.
Recto said, instead of mak-
INg excuses,

Aguirre claimed the health
insurance 1D can be used to
transact business with various
government agencies. Bul since
1995 when the measure was
signed into law, no single local
health insurance office has
been set up anywhere in the
country because Congress has
not appropriated the P500
million budget for the purpose
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SQUATTERS CAN'T
WIN
The Santa Elena squatters

in Binondo huried stones and
Molotov cocktails and used
slingshots 1o resist demoli-
tion crewmen who swooped
down on the shanties of 500
families. In the end, a 14-
year-old boy was shot by
police and 20 were injured
including five wreckers and
two mediamen, and the shan-
ties were razed.

The squatters set [ire to
their barricade to impede the
entry of the demolition men
But helmeted policemen with
large shields truncheoned
their way through the impedi-
ments and smoked out the
residents with tear gas. The
SWAT (Special Weapons and
Tactics) team said tear gas
was their last resorl.

Within two months of
evicting squatters in four
Metropolitan Manila areas. an
eight-year-old sick girl died.
the boy was shot and up to
a hundred injured.

Commission on Human
Rights lawyer Dina Santos
fielded an investigating team
to take the depositions of the
squaltters and the demolition
crew at the 5,800-square-
meter Santa Elena compound
of Bay Bridge Realty Devel-
opmen! Corporation ol the
Syquia family. High-rise
buildings are planned in the
compound.

But what's to be done
about the mass of humanity
stripped of dwellings in the
depressed areas? What cases
if ever will be filed in be-
half of their casualties? Will
they prosper?

“Is the government getting
numb on the plight of the
poor people?” asks the Ur-
ban Poor Association head
“The government seems o
have neglected its duty to
provide decent relocation for
the homeless squatter fami-
lies. Now where will these
people sleep?” Good ques-
Lon

The Social Welfare Ad-
ministration does what it can
to guther the homeless chil-
dren who beg on the streets,
sleep on the sidewalks or

under trees at the Luneta.
But what's to be done when
entire families are ousted
from their hovels and are nol
scheduled for transfer to
resetilement sites in
Dasmarinas or Carmona
(Cavite) or in castern Rizal”
These displaced persons
won'L just disappear but will
become part of the nomadic
tribe moving about the city

Those who have found
employment in the cily but
are suddenly uprooted from
their slum dwellings are sud-
denly dislocated. Many ur-
ban squatters left their
homes in the provinces
because typhoons devastated
their crops or they believe
they can fina better employ-
ment in thee city. They find
themselves scrimping for a
living with no means to pay
exorbitant house rent, much
less purchase a house.

It is not a simple matter
for the government lo de-
molish squatter shanties in
order to banish unsightly
poverty and invite violent
skirmishes in the process.
The squatiers cannot win.
That's why the government
has the duty to provide them
decent housing. Or else there
will be more and more
squaltlers,

* e o

PBA’S 13 TYROS

The Philippine Basketball
Association drafted amateur
players from the Philippin2
Basketball League who are
closer 1o 7 feel although
pointguards traditionally be-
low six feet were also cho-
sen among 13 of |8 appli-
cants at Makati’s Glorietta
Sunday.

Fil-Americans Andrew
John Seigle (6-8) and
Nicolas Belasco 6-6 of Notre
Dame. who played with the
US National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association, were
picked by Mobiline and
Sunkist. Slam-dunker Seigle
will get P100.000 a month
the first lwo years, more
three years later.

Shell drew sweet-shooting
Emesto Ballesteros (6-4) of
UST and Mapua’s 6-4 Jay
Mendoza. Ballesteros may be
traded with Gordon Gin's
(former Ginebra San Miguel)
Edward Joseph Feihl, the tall-
est PBA cager at 7 feet. Feihl
wanted to play for Shell af-
Robert Jaworski
gave him a deadline to ac-
cept 150,000 a month which
he said was more than what
1996 Rookie of the Year
Marlou Aquino (6-9) receives.

Feihl held out for a PIS
million three-year contract,
threatening to sit 1t out for
one vear and join a US big
man camp i he i1s not re-
leased. Il Feihl plays for
Shell, Benjie Paras can

ler coach
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concenltrate on being a power
forward and Victor Pablg a
shooting forward. Shell has re-
linquished Terry Saldana and
Joey Guanio,

Gordon Gin draftees Ed-
ward Naron and Manuel
Ortega (both guards) may have
to sit it out because Benny
Cheng and Macky de Joya
have been signed up anew with
Vince Hizon,

Mobiline, gunning for
Purefoods pointguard Olsen
Racela (5-9) after Eugene
Quilban moved to Sunkist, was
willing to throw in Elmer
Cabahug in the deal. Racela was
finally traded to San Miguel for
an P8 to P10 million four-year
contract at P220,000 a month
and 5-11 Cabahug too as back-
up for oft-inured Allan Caidic.
Caidic, Samboy Lim and Yves
Dignadice were signed up anew
with reduced pay. San Miguel
also drafted (6-4) Ronilo Padilla.

San  Miguel released
pointguard Franz Pumaren to
Mobiline because he favored
SMB’'s coach for [l years
Norman Black, now Mobiline's
mentor. In exchange for Racela,
Purefoods gets the second-round
draft picks between 1998 and
2000, like Alaska relinquished
Jeffrey Canaso for Mobiline's
Dwight Lago plus the 2001 pick.

Shell’'s Elmer Lago goes o
Purefoods, whose pick, Lowell
Briones. moves to Shell but
will later transfer to Mobiline
for a conditional first-round
pick in 1999, The 6-3 Briones
from the University of the
Visayas and Springmaid
Toothbrush, and 6-2 Freche
William Ang were Purefoods
coach Eric Altamirano’s picks
to cushion the loss of Glenn
Capacio, who was traded for
Mobiline's Cadel Mosqueda,

Santa Lucia coach Chot
(Vincent) Reyes opted for
former De la Salle standout
Jason Webb (6-2). Far East-
ern University and Oriental
Battery's Angelo David (6-5)
and former Atenco de Manila
banger Gabby Cui (6-4). Reyes
swapped Boyet (Henry)
Fernandez for Alaska's Jun
Reyes.

Santa Lucia drove a hard
bargain with 6-6 Dennis
Espino. who wanted a P24
million five-year deal that
would give him P480,000 a
month. Santa Lucia trimmed
it down to P400,000 with a
ilern warning Lo sign up or sit
it oul the entire 1997 season
The realty firm threw in a
liouse and lot plus a huge
bonus. Sull Espino was wary
hecause he said management
was constantly changing claus-
es.

While the horsetrading 1s
ongoing. PBA tans look for-
ward 1o a new look when the
games are Kicked off in Feb-
ruary with the fresh acquisi-
tions and the shifting of play-
ers [rom one team o another.




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
wm ” TITH .
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There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and turn them into intemnational champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

4 Plﬂoo

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR’s help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,

in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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BIG BUSINESS IN POLIT

AS preparations of vari-
ous political camps for nexl
year's presidential polls shift-
ed to a high gear last week,
the country’s business com-
munity was reported to have
come up with its choice on
who would succeed President
Fidel Ramos after 1998.

Recent reports indicate
that Defense Secretary
Renato de Villa is the choice
of the big business for the
country's top post. But the
Makati Business Club

(MBC), the premier organi-
zation of the country’s lead-
ing businessmen. quickly
denied the report, claiming
it is not a practice nor o
palicy of the group to openly
endorse a candidate for any
elective position.

Be that as it may. many
believe a sizable members
within the MBC are seriously
eying De Villa. whose record
remains unsullied despite his
long years in the public

service. both as a civilian

By ELOY A.

official and as a military
officer, as the country’s next
president. He only needs an
expert on the economy, who
is instrumental in the ongo-
ing economic reforms. as
running mate to cement the
support from the big busi-
ness.

Although the President
has yet to make public the
administration’s candidate;
De Villa already enjoys a
huge advantage over other
presidential aspirants who are

Private developers, LGUs draw up
housing program for 1,500 towns

“CREBA shall extend lo-
gistical and technical assistance
in undertaking capability-
building for local government
executives,

THE country's group of
private developers has en-
tered into an agreement with
the local government units
(LGUs) for the updating of
land use and town planning
and for the drawing up of
housing programs
projects for the more than
1,500 municipalities through-
out the country

The League of Municipal-
ities of the Philippines, an
association of all municipal-
ies nationwide,

and

and the
Chamber of Real Estate and
Builders' Association
(CREBA), signed a memo-
randum of agreement last
month, signaling full coop-
eration between private de-
velopers and LGUs to has-

ten socialized housing pro-

grams at the municipal lev-
el.

The agreement was signed
by CREBA President Carlos
A. Raneses and League Pres-
ident Agnes VST Devanadera,

Under the agreement, the
two groups commitled 1o
undertake “a comprehensive
and continuing urban devel-
opment and housing program
in order to uplift the condi-
tions of the homeless citi-
zens by making available to
them decent housing at af-
fordable cost.™

Specifically. the agree-
ment stipulates that CREBA
will lend its expertise and re-
sources in helping improve
the capability of LGUs in un-
dertaking urban development
and housing programs

Sangguniang
Bayan members, and munic-
ipal technical staff through ap-
propriate seminars, workshops
and similar fora,” the agree-
ment states.

The country s private de
velopers will advise the
l.eague. in general. on their
respective land use and town
planning and housing pro-
grams: and coordinate. in
particular, with the League's
committee on housing and
urban development in updat-
ing the municipalities” land
use and town plans

For its part. the League

will help develop a strong

CALIMOSO

also interested in snaring the
presidential anointment

As the country's political
history has showed. the big
business is a powerful fac-
tor in influencing the results
of electoral exerciscs. There
was a time that sugar bar-
ons and big-time loggers
could make and unmake
presidents during the pros-
perous vears of the local
sugar and logging industries.

More recently. the sudden
withdrawal of support by the
business groups from former
Speaker Ramon Mitra and
their all-out support to Ra-
mos in the latter part of the
campaign in the 1992 pre-
sidential elections caused the
former his presidential am-
bition

Thus, local big business.
through 1ts massive resourc-
es, has emerged as a potent
political force, even power-
ful than existing political
parties in the country, It has
acquired a virtual veto power
on  who will  sit in
Malacanang

No Philippine president
won without the sizable sup-
port of the local moneyed
class. Populanty alone, many
political observers agree, is
not readily convertible to
voles. Hence, 1t does not
ensure electoral victory.

It would be folly 1o rely
mainly on popularity among
the Vice
President Joseph “Erap™ Es-
trada is trying to projecl. The
country's chief crimebuster,
who already made public his
intentions to seek the pres-
idency in the forthcoming
elections, said he would run
for the top post with or
without the support from the
moneyed class.

He believes that his pop-
ularity among the ordinary
folk or the masa as indicat-
ed by various recent surveys
can propel him to the pres-
idency.

But without the
withal for a nationwide cam-

masses as what

where-

paign und a well-oiled ma-
the
grassroots level or barangay,

chinery down 1o
this popularity among the
masa would be nothing but
mere popularity. It cannot be
counted as votes, which are
what it take to be elected.

Moreover, the masa, be-
cause ol their economic con-
ditions. are susceptible to
vote buying by candidates
whao enjoy financial support
from the country’s moneyed
class. “Sila (masa) ang mga
nabibili ang boto during
election time.” a political
observer aptly commented.

Thus, banking on popu-

larity to win the presidency
is as good as using lahar to
build dikes to prevent the
rampaging lahars.

Besides, the veto power of
the big business is further
bolstered by the robust econ-
omy under the Ramos admin-
istration, The almost phenom-
enal rise of the economy
requires that they consolidate
their control in politics to
ensure that the next adminis-
tration would be as friendly
as. if not more friendly, than
President Ramos.

It is because now more
than ever. there is a lot more
stake for them in the com-
ing national elections, They
fear that the business Yriendly
policies may swing to the
other side of the pendulum
if someone with dubious
economic outlook would
replace President Ramos.

Thus, they would be un-
leashing their collective re-
sources if only to ensure that
there would be a continuity
of policies favorable to their
interest even after Ramos has
left Malacanang.

But definitely. everyone
among presidential aspirants
will receive largesse from the
business sector only on a pro
rata basis as what was the
practice in the past.

* MNC

advocacy in proposing new
laws and policy reforms for
the nation's legislative and
executive branch to put flesh
on the Ramos' administra-
tion socialized housing pro-
grams.,

Al the same time, the
agreement requires the
League to fasttrack the pro-
cessing of permits, clearanc-
es, licenses and certifications
for socialized housing
projects as mandated under
Executive Order No. 184,
creating the Socialized Hous-
ing One-Stop Processing
Center specifically to limit
to only 90 days the process-
ing of all the documents.

The agreement also states
that the League will enjoin
is II]L'Illh{'FII'IUIIIL'Il)lI]l“lf‘i (4]
comply with the 30-day reg-

ulatory penod for the approv-

al of certificates. clearances,
licenses and permits for so-
cial housing projects.

The League will also ask
its members to accredit
CREBA as one of the non-
government organizations in
their respective Municipal
Development Council and
encourage the creation of the
committee on housing and
urban development in every
Sangguniang Bayan through-
out the country.

As this developed, the
recent decentralization (o the
level of the govern-
ment’s socialized housing

local

program has given way (o
the identification of more
than 230,000 hectares that
can be
housing projects nationwide,

According to the Social
Reform Council, the enact-

used for low-cost

ment of Republic Act No.
7279, or the Urban Devel-
opment and Housing Act
(UDHA), has paved the way
for the massive inventory of
lands by LGUSs.

The inventory has result-
ed in the identification of
230,157 hectares “‘suitable
for socialized housing™ In
444 LGUs, many of which
are highly urbanized munic-
ipalities.

Moreover, the implemen-
tation of UDHA, which seeks
to improve housing security
among low-income groups,
resulted in the provision ol
10,124 households with reset-
tlement sites and the con-
struction of some 467000
housing units from 1994 to
August 1996 (Manila
Newsleatures and Commen-
taries)
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EDITORIAL
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Omigosh!!

OW we have heard — and seen — it all. After the comic interval fea-
Nturing presidential wannabes which was rudely preempted by the capture
of a rape-presentative, here comes another bit of news that should be better
consigned to the bag-of-gags of Dolphy or even Tito, Vic and Joey.

The amusement this time comes from another group of bootlickers
calling itself the Presidential Movement for Ming Ramos or PREMMIRA.
Of course, the guffaws are not coming straight from Malacanang. The
occupants there might be thinking about the launching of this movement
seriously.

According to the group’s founder, making Madame Ramos the presi-
dent would allow “President Ramos to continue his policies without asking
him to seek a second term.” So what happens to couple Pedrosa and their
Pirma?

A newspaper quoted the Ming advocate as having also said that
PREMMIRA “believes that it is the best way to stop the controversy spawned
by the proposal to amend the Constitution.”

Such a runabout way of confusing the already confused Pilipino voter.
But seriously now, we expect PREMMIRA to attract other Filipinos who
need the Ming movement like a hole in the head. Ha, ha, ha, ha.

Still a comic relief

HIS is the other side of the entertainment business, half of which is
T politics.

Senator Tito Sotto does not obviously want to stay behind in the pres-
idential race. Sotto, who gained followers as the first name in the comic
triad — the other being Vic and Joey — in both film and television has
come out with a two-page advertisement in the newspapers announcing the
launching of his book. We have not seen the book yet but we are sure that
the newspaper ad could be more enlightening than the book.

Let’s take it from columnist Emil P. Jurado of the Manila Standard:

“Note carefully the veiled campaign program of Sotto, pushing for
what he labeled as “Pearl,” calling it a “blueprint for making RP the gem
of the 21st century.” What is of significance is that the book launching
on Feb. 18 will be held in Cebu City, which means that Sotto wants to give
emphasis of the fact that he is from the South, and it’s time a president
comes from the South. Smart, huh?

“The emergence of Sotto as a presidential aspirant should give other
aspirants nightmares since poll surveys show that Sotto, formerly a movie
and television personality, is almost as popular nationwide as Vice Pres-
ident Joseph “Erap” Estrada, who continues to be No. 1 in all surveys.

“] don’t know what credentials and track record Sotto has to lay
claim to the presidency, but his being a grandson of the late Sen. Vicente
Sotto and being a Visayan is no qualification. He may be a popular can-
didate, but he is a lackluster senator.

“No matter. Anybody can always aspire for the presidency. If Sotto
thinks he is a presidential timber that’s his privilege. People can always
aspire for the highest position in the land, but as everybody knows, be-
coming a president is a matter of destiny, not choice.”

Gotchal!

FROM THE BIBLE

Do not set your heart on your wealth,
nor say, ‘‘l1 have enough.”
Do not follow your inclination and strength,
walking according to the desires of your heart.
Do not say, ‘““Who will have power over me?"’
for the Lord will surely punish you, -- SIRACH 5:1-3
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AREN"T our SSS or GSIS 1Ds and driv-
ers’s licenses and our office/company 1Ds
cedulas and our SC and/or PRC
[Ds (in case of professionals) not enough?!
Why stll another D7

[t will factlitate business transactions with

and our

hoth the government and the private sector,
argue the Palace lapdogs in the media.
Agreed. Indeed, if you have a “national”
1D, it will be easy for Big Brother to look
for you, tb arrest you, lo jail you, or Lo
dispose of vou. So easy, really! Except if
you're like Tong-gressman Lost-Lost

The end may be justifiable, but is thee
means okay?

Can we trust General Ramos? He the chief
implementor of martial law along with
Enrile?

I, for one, do not. He's not an officer
and a gentleman — far from it. His record
speaks for itself.

Read Administrative Order No. 308 and

Judge for yourself whether you need a “na-

tional™ 1D aside from the other IDs you al-
ready have, plus the clearances that you are
required every now and then to get from
the NBI, the PNP and other agencies.

Gasoline prices have risen in the last
three consecutive months. Judging by its
regularity, except another increase a
month hence.

ONE'S WORTH |

i'

by MAX NOBLE

See, how it is to live under a Tiger
Economy like ours? And the warst is yet
to come.

In case you've forgotten, thee tiger is
a ferocious beast. Time and Newsweek, un-
witting (?) conduits of the CIA, couldn't
be more right in their description of our

economy under Ramos.
kxkn®

I had a great surprise, almost a shock,
recently when | learned that there's already
law allowing foreigners to own 100 percent
of a corporation engaged in enterprises which,
in my opinion, should be reserved to Fili-
pinos

My informant is a Japanese-American who,
obviously, has never had it so good doing
business in Pinas, Ditto for many others like
him

Haven't you noticed? Foreign-owned firms
are sprouting in our beloved country like
mushroom, You see them in EPZAs which
have multiplied under Amboy Ramos

Now, | think I'm beginning to compre-
hend the unheard-of Ramos economic pro-
gram, The Philippines for foreigners.

—

We Forum
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Deciduous trees

A PRIVATE joke that never ceases to
amuse me and my husband is the use of
the word deciduous. This started early in
our ‘farm life' when I, in my ignorance,
informed him (with adequate apprehension
in my voice to generate an alarmed look
from him) that the teak tree was dying.

In hurried strides we went to the tree,
about 400 meters from where we were.
The leaves had all fallen off and the
branches looked dry and lifeless. Moving
closer, I scraped off part of the bark and
‘expertly’ informed him that the trunk was
still green so the tree could still be saved
if we were just able to determine what
caused the slow ‘death’. | even went further
as to suggest that we prune off the dried
twigs to remove the ‘killer’ insects or virus.

I was too preoccupied with my ‘expe-
rienced’ inspection of the tree to notice
a smile slowly forming in his lips until
I heard a slow chuckle then loud laugh-

Garlic’s last gasp

BECAUSE nothing else seems to have
worked, garlic farmers from the nation's
top producing areas in the Ilocos prov-
inces are attacking the twin problems of
surplus and shortage from a different tack.
Within the next few weeks, if they can
get the government to listen, they plan a
last-ditch Garlic Festival complete with

ter. Turning to him and a little piqued at
his reaction I asked him what he found
funny in an ailing tree.

With exaggerated patience and the air
of a know-all agriculturist he answered,
“Darling, this tree is not dying... it is®
deciduous.” As he expected, 1 asked the
next question “and what is that?”

This time savoring the chance to im-
prove my knowledge in matters more
important to us now, he explained, “this
is the seasonal shedding off or falling off
of some parts of a tree at a certain stage
of development.”

Since then, every time I got the op-
portunity, I would use the word... mak-
ing it a point that he hears me say the
‘big" word. This would always elicit a
chuckle or a smile.

It would also be a reminder for me to
remember that growing up in a farm didn’t
make me a better farmer than one who
grew up in the city.

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY C. PAPA

Simula ng
salpukan

WALA nang laman ang halos lahat ng
pahayagan ngayon kundi mga ulat hinggil
sa kung anu-ano ang ginagawa ng mga
“presidentiables.” May ulat na si Speaker
Joe de Veenecia ay kumonsulta sa isang
eksperto ng “Feng-Shui." Ayon sa ulat,
marami raw ipinabage ang “feng shui”
expert sa bahay ng Speaker.

Ikinaila ito ni De Venecia. Luma na
raw talaga ang bahay nila sa Dasmarinas
Village sa Makati. Kailangang baguhin
ito o ayusin dahil araw-araw ayon sa kanya
ay 600 tao ang nagpupunta sa bahay nila.
Wala siyang ipinabago nang posisyon
maliban sa pagtatambak ng swimming pool
upang madagdagan ang ispasyo ng bahay.
Gagamitin umano ito sa mga pulong.

Si DND chief Renato de Villa ay
gigilingin ng mga senador, kabilang sina

Miriam Santiago, Maceda at Angara,
tungkol sa umano’y iligal na paglalabas
ng pondo sa mga “disaster activities. Si
De Villa umano ang “babasbasan™ ni
Pangulong Ramos bilang kapalit niya.
Itinatwa ni De Villa ang bintang sa kanay.

Si Gloria M. Arroyo ay ikinakalat na
ang pagiging malapit niya sa umano'y
gambling lord na si Bong Pineda. Kumalat
pa ang ulat na tinanggihan ni Nora Aunor
na magpakuha ng litrato kasama si Gloria
Arroyo.

Ikinaila rin ito ni Arroyo at sinabi
niyang hindi siya humiling kay Nora ng
isang “pictorial session.” Nanalo naman
daw siya al naging “topnotcher” sa
pagiging senador ng walang tulong ni Nora
at dahil ito ay sa sarili niyang kakayahan,

Anupa’t walang tigil ang salpukan,
Maging si VP Estrada ay kasama na rin
sa mga “palutsadahan.”

Samantala, patuloy ang kontrobersya
sa “National 1D system.” Ika-anim na ulit
na nang pagtataas ng presyo ng produktong
petrolyo. Tuloy ang demolisyon sa tahanan
ng maralitang taga-lunsod, Patuloy ang
krimen, Ang mga namamahala sa trapika
ay nagbabangayan sa kung alin ang tamang
sistema sa pamamahala. Ang lahat ng ito
ay naganap at nagaganap sa pamumuno
ng isang Pangulong Kkatatapos lang
maoperahan sa leeg al Kinakailangang
magbawas ng kanyang mga gawain,

Paano ito gagawin ni FVR sa

beauty queens, brass bands and maybe
even garlic bikinis to call attention to their
plight.

Some festival this is going to be.

With December’s nightmarish garlic
prices of over P200 a kilo still ringing in
consumers’ ears, one wonders whether the
farmers haven't taken leave of their senses.

But a major producer from Currimao
in Ilocos Norte told this reporter: “Cer-
tainly, the money differentials didn't go
to us. They went totthe importers, who

. flooded the markets with cheap stuff, right

past Commissioner Parayno’s inspectors.
Not that they could have done anything
about it. Everything's being liberalized
except the prices of the goods the farm-
ers need to produce.”

With the main garlic harvest still two
months away, farmgate prices are now
hovering at the P20 1o P30 per kilo price,
say the Currimao peasants. They shudder
to think what it might be when the whole
crop comes in. :

Hence, a festival might turn the trick.
It's a throwback to an old merchandising
gimmick, which producers, processors,
buyers and the general public can use as
a launch pad for something better. Some-
thing, at any rate, to stop or minimize
smuggling, moderate the effects of liber-
alization schemes ordered by GATT trade
bodies, and hopefully fire warning shots
over the bow of a commodity market at
the mercy of manipulators.

The garlic farmers think — with an
eye toward the booming import trade in
garlic pills and medications — pharma-
ceutical companies could provide a mea-
sure of stability to their garlic bulbs.

They argue Philippine garlic is stron-
ger, more garlicky than the oversized
imports which wrecked their markets. And
they hope to sign up big hotel and res-
taurant chains whose trade last year went
almost entirely to the importers,

Word of the garlic boom and bust cycle
is also getting to the small tomato pro-
ducers of Central and northern Luzon,
Starting about the same time as the gar-
lic harvest, tomatoes will be lined up and
down barrio roads and highways with no
place to go from their playing fields in
major tomato producing provinces.

Tomatoes were at historic all-time highs
during the holiday season, fetching as high
as P50 a kilo. Today, the food terminal on

lumalalang problema ng bansa? Kaya pa
ba niyang pamunuan ang Pilipinas sa mga
darating na buwan?

Sabi ng mga “political observers™ ay
“lameduck president” na si FVR. Hindi na
raw nakatitiyak kung tatagal pa ito sa harap
ng mabibigat na gawain ng isang pangulo.

Abangan natin ang mga susunod na
kabanata ng kuwento ni Pangulong FVR.

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

Balintawak is selling them at P10 — and
there are few takers. At the wet markets,
the rates will go up by 50 percent.

Onions, despite large acreages planted
last year, zoomed to P70 a kilo during
December.

“There's no doubt, new players are
needed to flesh out and expand existing
markets for many Philippine food and crop
lines,” agrees Aggie Secretary Salvador
Escudero. “Until that time comes, there's
little to be done.”

The coming season poses marketing
hazards for other produce also,

Baguio-type vegetables. Watermelons.
Leafy vegetables. Gourds. Ampdlaya.
Pechay. Beans. Upo. Patola. Eggplants.
Squash. Produce from the more isolated
inland farms, marooned during bad weath-
er, will be moving faster to market.

Then, with the coming of early rainy
season weather, the cycle will resume.
East is east and west is west, and never
the twain shall meet. Like the Presidency
and Defense Secretary Renato de Villa?
No. More like Gloria Arroyo and the Lakas
nomination.

“A fiesta atmosphere alone may not
move much garlic or tomatoes,” said a
Lubao, Pampanga farmer getting off his
ampalaya-laden jeepney on Balintawak.
“If only we could get Erap Estrada to
crown our garlic queen, that could maybe
move a few kilos more, don’t you think?"

We don’t think. But neither, say his
detractors, does Erap.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the estate of the late
FELIPE CABRERA who died on January 20, 1996
at Silang, Cavite has been exirajudicially settied among
his heirs In a documen! entitied “Extrajudicial Set-
tlement” under Doc. No. 208; Page No, 43; Book
No. 6; Series of 1997 of Nolary Public Atty. Rex
N. Herrera.

WE FORUM
Jan. 27, Feb, 3 & 10, 1997

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice |s heraby given thal (he estate of the late
Spouses EMILIO ALCASID ANGALA and FILOMENA M
ANGALA, consisting ol a parcel of land (Lol 2, Block N
25, BSD-11405, logether with the improvemenis axisling
therein, confaining an area of 412.50 sqm,, localed al
No. 68 Road |, Pag-asa, Quezon City and covered by
TCT 126004 (PR-42803) and declared for taxation pur
poses under Tax Dec. No, D-007-00635 and B-007-01004
in the name ol said spouses is \he subject ol exira-
judicial settlement of estate with waiver and assignment
ol rights among their legal heirs Rodolto M. Angala, Florina
A. Garcin, Zenaida A, Macaspac and Emma A Valera
belore Notary Public Salvador B. Junio of Zambales!
Philippines as Doc. No. 85; Page No. 18; Book No. IX;
Series of 1996, pursuan! 1o Section 1, Aule 74 of the
Rules of Courl

WE FORUM
Jan. 13, 20 & 27, 18897
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. TRAFFIC WOES,
SIGNAL PROBLEM

By NICK REBONG

IF THE traffic situation in Metro Manila
1s exacerbating. it is because of the obsolete
traffic signaling system. & fixed time comput-
er that does not adapt to actual traffic and
requires a frequent update of traffic counts.

This analysis was made by the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) as it decided to replace the 1980-
vintage system with a new technology that
has been proven successful in Cebu, The
SCATS technology has been developed by
the Roads and Traffic Authority, an Aus-
tralian government agency, and is being used
in more than 40 cittes all over the world,

Since the new technology was adopted
in Cebu, the traffic at the concerned inter-
section has improved so much that the con-
struction of a flyover has been deferred

DPWH Secretary Gregorio Vigilar has
expressed confidence that the new technol-
ogy would be adaptable to Metro Manila
traffic as well. It would be useless to develop
software peculiar to Metro Manila traffic
because its traffic patterns often change to
color-coding, odd-even schemes, among oth-
er things,” he said.

“What we need is a mature software which
has been tested in many different types of
traffic internationally,” he added.

Vigilar noted that the new technology is
very advanced not only for the alleviation
of traffic problems but also for the purpose
of urban planning. It may even be used to
help planners work out a more efficient land
use plan, of which traffic is but a small
component.

Unfortunately, the DPWH has postponed
the project following an investigation be-
ing conducted by the Senate blue ribbon
commiltee on the negotiated contract en-
tered into between the Traffic Engineering
Center and the AWA Ltd. of Australia for
the installation of the new system. The
DPWH interceded for the contact.

Sen. Franklin Drilon, committee chair,
said the investigation was prompted by three
resolutions.

Senate Resolution 659 specifically alleged
that the contract was originally rejected by
the National Economic and Development Au-
thonty for being unsound, the technology used
by the AWA Ltd. in its traffic signal lights
are ulready outdated, and AWA Lid. is ex-
periencing Ninancial difficulties that may
hamper its ability to perform and deliver its
goods and services as promised

Senale Resolutions 668 and 679 alleged
that the project was overpriced, and is in-
compatible with the traffic signal system n
Metro Manila

Vigilar expressed fears, however, that as
the debate continues, the traffic problems in
Metro Manila will exacerbate. In a letter to
Drilon, he said he questioned the motives ol
the persons who have been providing mislead-
ing information to Congress about the project.

Answernng the allegations cited in the res-
olutions. he stressed that there was no grafl
committed in the contract for its incompatible
with the fact that the DPWH negotiated a
PYS.6 million discount, which is equivalent
1o about 174 percent of the contract.

Vigilar said the total contract value. at an
assumed exchange rate of P26.30, is P567.76
million, not P1.4 billion as alleged. About
15 percent of the contract amount or P198.72
million will be financed by a grant. Thus,
the cost to the Philippine government is only
P369.04 million

He explained that the NEDA Board ap-
proved the project on August 8. 1995 aligr
it had been approved carlier by the NEDA
ICC-Cuabinet Committee. The NEDA 1CC
Technical Board had raised certain objec-
tions against the project., but these objec-
tions were resolved during the meeting of
the NEDA [ICC-Cabinet Commillee

Vigilar said the recent SCATS systems
installed successfully by AWA Lid. include
those in Hong Kong: Oakland Country in
Michigan, Washington, Delaware in the Unit-
ed States; and Cebu City in the Philippines

SCATS 1s continuously being upgraded it
was first installed in 1974. New technolo-
gies and new requirements are always being
considered an. where needed. are incorpo-
rated in the software. Moreover, since the
developer and owner of the SCATS system
is a government agency, public service is
the primordial consideration in any improve-
ment in the system.

RTA, being the owner, developer and li-
censer of SCATS, ensures that installations
by licensed didtributors of SCATS comply
with the standards.

Based on the company's financial report
for 1994, which showed a net income after
tax of A%6.94 million and a net worth equiv-
alent to A$123,404 million, the DPWH evalu-
ated AWA Ltd. in 1995 as being linancially
capable to undertake the project.

Vigilar also pointed out that the SCATS
traffic system is substantially compatible with
the existing signaling system because roughly
80 percent of the existing system — signal
lights, video cameras, driver information sys-
lems, communication cables — will be re-
tained. However, some of the existing com-
ponents, which are obsolete, will be discarded
(Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

STREETCHILDREN: Not a Filipino monopoly.

STREETCHILDREN FIND THEIR WAY
IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, TOO

By GERRY

STREETCHILDREN., a regular scene in
Metro Manila's busy street, have found their
way not only in developing countries bul
also in developed countries,

“Largely found in the developing world
— but also i affluent countries — c¢hil
dren working on the streels are the progeny
of some ol the most disturbing social phe-
nomena in the world today: rapid urbaniza-
hion, runaway pnpulzlllnn ;__‘m\\lh and increas-
ing disparities in wealth,” according to the
1997 State of World's Children report
published annually by the United Nations
Children’s Fund (Unicef).

The report noted that the growing num-
ber of streetchildren worldwide also indi-
cates a constellation of other trends, such
as cut-backs in government and
educational budgets, as well as the break-
down of traditional family and community
structures, which leaves the children unpro-
tected.

Streetchildren are everywhere: hawking in
markets and darting in and out of traffic jams,
playing their trade at bus and train stations,
in front of hotels and shopping malls. They
share the streets with millions of adults, many
of whom regard them as nuisances, if not as
dangerous mini-criminals.

“Often fleeing abuse and neglect at home,
children find further abuse and exploitation
on the street,” the report said, In many cases,
without legal identity, they are manipulated
by organized crime, street gangs, pimps and
unscrupulous employers, sometimes dealing
drugs or prostitution.

social

However, the repont added, “less commonly
known is the finding that children who work
the streets provide critical financial support
to their families, as well as paying for their
own education when they can.”

The paper pointed out that “their hall-
marks are ingenuity, practical intelligence

" CALIMOSO

and a relentless will to survive — whether
that means hunting scraps of metal for the
mattress-makers in the markets of Dakar,
or as in the Philippines, praying in churches
on behalf of customers.”

In a striking contrast, the paper said, to
the largely throw-away cultures of the in-
dustrialized world, in the developing world,
many children subsist as waste-heap recy-
clers. Plastic bags, blown-out tires, junked
car parts, empty bottles and tins, even scrap
paper — all are collected by diligently by
children who scour the urban landscape.

The paper said pre-teens in the Philip-
pines comb the city streets, collecting ev-
erything from bronze wire to old newspapers.

“In a country where the per capita gross
national product is about $900, these chil-
dren earn up to $3 a day from their scav-
enging, supplying their families with ne-
cessities like rice, firewood, gas and mos-
quito repellent,” the paper added.

But, the paper stressed, regardless of what
it can pay, though, scavenging is hazardous
work, also considered so degrading by the
children themselves that many quit even
turning o prostitution,

“The nature of their work and work en-
vironment is most unhygienic, dangerous,
demeaning and destructive of self-worth,” the
paper said quoting a social scientist who has
studied the rag-pickers of Bangalore in India,

The paper added that tramping through
garbage heaps in every kind of weather
exposes children to skin infections, tetanus
and other diseases. Back-breaking loads stunt
growth, and eating discarded food often
brings sickness.

Furthermore, the paper pointed out, “the
life of trash collecting offers no hope for
a better future.”

* Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries
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INTERNATIONAL FOOD AID DIPS
TO LOWEST LEVEL IN 5 YEARS

IGHER cereal export prices and reduced

food aid shipments have resulted in an in-

crease in the cereal import bill of low-in-
come, food deficit countries in 1995-1996.

By contrast, shipments to
Asia rose slightly o an esti-
mated 2.8 million tons, close
to volumes shipped annually
since the early 1990s. This was
mainly due to larger shipments
to North Korea, which more
than offset the decline in food
aid to several countries, in-
cluding Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Sr Lanka.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) in a
year-end review of interna-
tional food aid says total
cereal food aid shipments
from July 1995 to June 1996
reached 7.2 million tons,
some (wo million tons, or 23
percent, below shipments in
the previous year and as
much as six million tons, or
45 percent, below the annual
average food aid shipments

during the past five years,

At this level, FAO says,
food aid shipments in 1995-
1996 were only two million
tons above the reduced min-
imum commitments of just
over tive million tons agreed
under the 1995 Food Aid
Convention.

In addition, global food aid
shipments in terms of non-
cereals food commodities fell
in 1995 (January-December)
for the second consecutive
year, by 500,000 tons, or 30
percent, to slightly above one
million tons. Lower shipments
of pulses and vegetable oils
accounted for most of this de-
cline. The bulk of the decline
occurred mostly to Africa and
countries of Eastern Europe
and the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States.

Despite lower import needs the previous year,
the high prices and reduced food aid cost these
countries over $4 billion.

FAO forecasts that total
cereal food aid shipments
may reach 7.5 million tons
in 1996-1997 (July/June),
some 300,000 tons more than
the reduced 1995-1996 level
and over two million tons
above the minimum commit-
ments agreed under the 1995
Food Aid Convention,

The anticipated increase in
cereal food aid shipments in
1996-1997 is expected to be
mainly on account of slightly
larger shipments from the
European Union and the Unit-
ed States mostly to the low-
income, food deficit countries
in Africa and Asia.

Aggregale cereal ship-
ments as food aid to the
developing countries are es-
timated to have fallen to 5.7
million tons in 1995-1996,

from 7.1 million tons in the
previous year. At this level,
food aid shipments were 26
percent below the previous
five year's average and also
the lowest on record, even
slightly below the volume
shipped during the world
food cnisis in the early 1970s.
Nearly all of the decline
occurred among the low-in-
come. food deficit countries
where shipments in 1995-
1996 are estimated at only
5.7 million tons. two million
tons below 1994-1995 lev-
els. The bulk of the decline
among the low-income, food
deficit countries occurred in
sub-Saharan Africa, where
shipments dropped by almost
one-third to 2.3 million tons.
* MNC Agri News
Service

COLD NIGHTS DAMPEN

PLANT PRODUCTIVITY

COLD nights in Decem-
ber until February reduce
yields in plants like toma-
toes, soybeans and corn.

Scientists at the Agricul-
tural Research Services
(ARS), United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture have
shown that the activity of two
critical enzymes — sucrose
phosphate synthase and ni-
trate reductase — are regu-
lated by a circadian rhythm
that is disrupted by cool tem-
peratures in chill-sensitive
plants like tomatoes.

The scientists hope o use
this information to override
low-temperature sensitivity in
several economically impor-
tant crops. “If we can improve
the plant’s ability to tolerate
lower temperatures, even by
one or two degrees, we would
significantly improve the bio-
logical efficiency and produc-
tivity of these crops,” says
ARS plant physiologist Don
Ort at the agency's Photosyn-
thesis Research Unit.

According to the ARS jour-
nal Agricultural Research,
plants have an internal
timekeeping mechanism called
circadian rhythm that regulates

the internal processes over a
24-hour period. “There are
specific reactions that are
timed to occur at a given
period of day or night,” Ort
says. “If they occur at the same
time, they compete and stall
photosynthesis, just as com-
peting foot movement would
paralyze a runner.”

For example, temperatures
might drop below 50 degrees
at 10 p.m,, stalling nighttime
biochemical processes in a
tomato plant. When the weath-
er warms up agan at 8 a.m.,
the plant may resume its in-
terrupted nighttime processes.

But at the same time, the
plant’s internal clock kicks
off the regularly scheduled
daytime biochemical activi-
ty, resulling in competition
with the lingering night pro-
cesses.

ARS scientists have dis-
covered that when overnight
temperatures dip below 10
degrees Centigrade, crucial
biochemical processes that
typically occur inside the
plant at night may shut down
— only to revive in the nexl
day's warmer lemperatures
and clash with daytime bio-

chemical activities.

The result: less efficient
photosynthesis, slashed
yields and a possible expla-

nation for the geographic
limits imposed on plants by
their temperature sensitivity.
(MNC)

Public Atty. Rex. N. Herrera
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LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given thal the eslale ol lhe lale FELIPE CABRERA
who died on January 20, 1996 al Silang, Cavile has been exirajudicially
sellled among his heirs in a document enlitled "Exirajudicial Selllement”
under Doc. No. 208, Page No. 43, Book No. 6; Serias ol 1997 of Notary

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the estale of the late CRESENCIA

MARTINEZ who died inlestale and withoul a will on December 5, 1964
at Quezon cily had bean extrajudicially settled and divided among her
heirs as evidenced by a Deed ol Exira-Judicial Settlemenl of Eslale of
the deceased person bearing Doc. No. 179, Page No. 37, Book No.
581, Series ol 1997 execuled on January 13, 1997 belore Notary Public
Jose 5. Padolina of Quezon Cily

WE FORUM
Jan, 20, 27 & Feb. 3, 1997

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice 1s heraby given that the estate of the late Spouses EMILIO ALCASID
ANGALA and FILOMENA M. ANGALA, consisting ol a parcel of land (Lot 2,
Block N-25 BSD-11495, logather wilh the improvemenls existing therein,
containing an area ol 412.50 sq.m., located al No 68 Road |, Pag-asa, Quezon
Cily and covered by TCT 126004 (PR-42B03) and declared for laxalion pur-
poses under Tax Dec No. D:-007-00635 and B-007-01004 in Ihe name ol said
spouses & (he subjecl ol extra.udicial setilemant ol esiate with waiver and
assignmont ol rights among thair legal hairs Rodollo M Angala, Flonna A
Garcia, Zenaida A, Macaspac and Emma A, Valera belore Notary Public Salvador
B Junio of Zambales, Philippines as Doc No. 95; Page No. 19, Book No
IX, Series ol 1896, pursuan! 1o Seclion 1, Rule 74 ol the Rules ol Courl

WE FORUM
Jan. 13, 20 & 27, 19987

GOATS: Getting popular.

Small ruminants slowly
gain national acceptance

LOS BANOS — Goat, *“the poor man’s cow,” Is
grazing its way into national prominence, especially in
rural areas.

In fact, almost all goats (99 percent) in the. country
are raised in backyard farms. In conltrast, sheep are mos{ly
owned by affluent farmers. Both goats and sheep are
part of the country’s fledgling small ruminants industry.

Goat inventory increased from 1.86 million in 1983
to 2.24 million in 1992, averaging a growth rate of 2.5
percent a year. The current sheep population is esti-
mated to be 30,000 to 40,000 heads.

“Small ruminants (goat and sheep) are an integral
part of small farming systems,” says the Philippine
Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources
Research and Development (PCARRD). “Goal has es-
tablished itsellf as a good source of meat (chevon) and
milk. Sheep is relatively new, requiring more attention
in terms of promotion.”

Goat’s popularity as a *poor man’s cow” boosted its
total production from 37,000 tons (liveweight) valued
at P180 million in 1983 to 60,000 tons valued at P1.8
billion in 1992. On the other hand, the volume of local
sheep production is being complemented by imported
mutton (sheep’s meat).

Goat meat supply increased from 28,000 tons in 1983
to 37,000 tons in 1992, averaging a yearly growth rate
of three percent. During the same period, demand for
goat meat increased from 23,000 tons to 28,000 tons,
or a yearly average growth rate of 2.7 percent.

But never mind that calderetang kambing stew or
papaitan soup, the average annual per capita goat meat
consumption still remains constant at less than hall a
kilo (0.45 kilo).

Still, the competitive edge remains for the small
ruminant industry. This includes the increasing demand
for goat meat and mutton and the fact that raising these
ruminants requires only a small initial investment.

The risk of loss is small. Goats and sheep can be
easily integrated with other crop-based farming sys-
tems. Small ruminants are able to use low-value feed
and survive in marginal environments. The gestation
period is short, allowing meat and milk production in
a relatively short period of time.

According to PCARRD, technologies, facilities, and
inputs for increased productivity and efficiency are
available. But problems, like the spread of diseases and
parasites, remain.

Quality breeder stock, for example, is lacking. The
mortality rate at the preweaning stage is high. There
are limited market outlets for poat meat and mutton,
and promoting sheep as an economic commodity is
needed. Credit facilities, economic incentives, and other
support services are also inadequate, according to
PCARRD in a background paper on the industry.

Local researchers are now evaluating and promot-
ing island-born goats (for example, the Dadiangas strain) |
and sheep. One priority is effective disease control and
eradication. Researchers are also looking at ways lo
improve markeling and pricing systems and are con-
ducting policy studies and promotional activities. (MNC
Agri News Service)
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INSTALLATION OF NEW TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM
IN METRO MANILA SUFFERS ANOTHER SETBACK

By NICK REBONG

HE installation of a modern traffic signal system that will relieve traffic

congestion in Metro Manila has suffered another setback. )

This time, it is because of an internccine strife between two top

officials of the Traffic Engineering Center (TEC) of the Department of Public

Works and Highways (DPWH). The project has already been delayed by an

investigation being conducted by the Senate blue ribbon committee on the

negotiated contract between the TEC and the Amalgamated Wireless of
Australia (AWA) Ltd. of Japan for the installation of the new system.

As the controversy rages.
DPWH Secretary Gregornio
Vigilar has expressed lears
that the traffic problems in
Metro Manila will exacerbate.

Vigilar explained that the
Sydney Coordinated Adaptive
Traffic System (SCATS) will
replace the obsolete traffic
system that does nol respond
1o the needs of Metro Ma-
nila and no longer has avail-
able spare parts from the
manufacturer

He said the new technol-
ogy is very advanced not only
for the alleviation of traffic
problems but also for the
purpose ol urban planning.
It may even be used to help
planners work out a more
efficient land use plan, of
which traffic is but a small
camponent

Vigilar noted that the new
technology has been devel-
oped by the Roads and Traf-
fic Authority, an Australian
government agency, and is
being used in more than 40
cities all over the world.

Since the new technology
was founded in Cebu, he
pointed out, the traffic at the
concerned intersection has

improved so much that the
construction ol a flyover has
been delerred

But even before the project
could take off the launching
pad DPWH-TEC Executive
Director Godofredo Galano
and his deputy. Victor Rojas.
started exchanging charges
against each other

Galano said Rojas was
“obviously exercising all ef-
forts to stop the plan of up-
grading the existing traffic
signal system to discredit me
and to advance his long ob-
session ol becoming TEC
exccutive director.”

He also smid that Rojas had
an axe to grind against the
Australian firm after the Cebu
City government terminated
the services of the TEC
wherein he was the project
coordinator

Earlier, Rojas had ques-
tioned the award of the
project to AWA claiming that
there were irregularities in the
conduct of the required fea-
sibility study 'and accused
some DPWH officials of
possible bribery.

But Vigilar, who conduct-
ed his own probe regarding

the charges ol graft and
undue favor 1o AWAL [ound
the allegations baseless since
the documents submitied by
Rojas were mere pholocopies
and maybe false
Ru_m\ submitted the same
documents to the Office ol
the President. but it
shelved for lack of subsiance
This came about even as
the Senate blue nibbhon com-
mittee chaired by Sen
Franklin Drilon acted on
Senate Resolutions 6359, 668
and 669 alleging that the
project was overpriced, and
is incompatible with the traf-
fic signal system in Metro
Manila. among other things:
In a letter to Drilon,
Vigilar said he questioned the
motives ol the persons who
have been providing mislead-
g mformation to Congress
aboul the project.
Answering allegations cit-
ed in the resolutions, Vigilar
stressed that there was no graft
committed in the contract lor
it1s incompatible with the fact
that the DPWH negotiated a
P98.6 billion discount, which
is equivalent (o about 17.4
percent of the contract.

Was

RP EAGLE

kind as well.

The adult Philippine ecagle
has a highly arched and pow-
erful bluish bill measuring
482 o 498 millimeters.
Crown and crest are yellow-
ish with brown shalfl streaks.
Underparts are rich brown
and paler color at the edges
of the feathers.

The tail which normally
measures 598 to 632 mm is
dark brown with bluish bars
and white tip, Underparts are
gray white. Thighs are buffy
with brown shalt stripes, Wing-
span reaches two meters and
the height more than a meter

The Philippine ecagle can
be found in Luzon along the
Pacific coast, Mindanao,
Samar, and Leyte, but in very
limited number, It inhabits
mountain forests including
nearby clearings of lowland
forests and normally soars
above the canopies although

most of its time is spent hid-
den 1n the foresl.

Its food consists mainly of
large snakes, hornbills, civet
cats, and flying lemurs. Mon-
keys comprise only three per-

(From page 12)

cent of its diet. The eagle nests
in large trees on natural plai-
forms approximately 30 meters
from the ground. (MNC En-
vironment, Science and Tech-
nology News Service)

ALI’S NOT WELL...

(From page 12)

cies charged to see that the laws are all observed are vir-
tually powerless. It has no police power. no quasi-judicial

power of whatsoever,”

In reply. Gonzales said this is exactly what the measure
intends to do, to professionalize the activities of real estate
practitioners in the country by puiting their operations on
“a sound credible, legitimate and efficient basis with the
end view ol improving their services.”

Gonzales said the commission will be vested by

quast-

Judictal and police powers to curtail and prevent acts and
practices prejudicial to the public interest.

“Precisely, the creation of the commission would even
bolster the financial incomes derived from il because every-
thing has to be done correctly, The right taxes. the right
fees, have to be certified to by a licensed broker.” he said.
(Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

METRO TRAFFIC: Hopeless?

He said the total contract
value, at an assumed rale ol
P26.30. is P567.76 million
About 35 percent ol the con
tract amounl or P19¥.72 mil-
lion will be financed by a

P369.04 million,

Vigilar also said that the
SCATS traffic system is sub-
stantially compatible with the
existing signaling system be
cause roughly 80 percent ol

driver information systems,
communicalion cables = will
he retained.

However, some of the ex-
isting components, which are
obsolete, will be discarded, he
added. (Manila Newsfeatures

grant. Thus, the cost to the the existing system — sig-

Philippine government isonly  nal lights, video cameras, and Commentaries)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGJON
PARANAQUE, METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

PAG-IBIG FUND or HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
Morigagee/s,
- Vaersus -
DANILO D. PERALTA/MERCEDES B. PERALTA and
ILUMINADA R. BASILIO/NICASIO C. BASILIO

File No

Maortgagor/s

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT NO. 3135
As amended by Acl 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 liled by Morigagee/s PAG-
IBIG FUND/HOME DEV. MUTUAL FUND with oflice address al The Atrium of Makatl, Makati Avenue,
Makali City against the Morigagor/s DANILO & MERCEDES PERALTA and ILUMINADA & NICASIO
BASILIO with residence and postal address al Lot 9 & 10 BIk. 5, Alrpont View Subd. (KENKO), Moonwalk,
Parafague, M.M., to secure payment of the mortigage debl which, as of May 15, 1996 amounls to
P467,828.80 Including/excluding Interest, penally charges and all legal fees and expenses incidental
to this foreclosure and sale, the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court ol Parafaque, Metro
Manila or her duly authorized Sherilf, will sell at public auction on February 21, 1997 al 10:00 a.m.
or soon therealter, infront of LOBBY, P'QUE, MUN. HALL, M.M., to the highest bidder and lor CASH,
in Philippine Currency, thee lollowing described real property/ies, with all the buildings and other
Improvements exisling thereon 1o wil:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 76195

A PARCEL OF LAND (lot 12, Blk, 5, of the cons, subd. plan Pcs-13-000004, being a portion of
the cons. of Lol 2-C, 2-D & 2-E, (LRC) Psd-247550, LRC Rec. No. 30331, alc.) situated in the Bo,
of Ibayo, Mun. of P'que, (Rizal) M.M. Bounded x x x x containing an area ol SEVENTY SIX (786)
SQUARE METERS, x x x x x

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined 1o investigata lor themselves the title/s of
said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, Il any lhere ba

Parafiaque, Matro Manila, January 9, 1997

ATTY. CLEMENTE BOLOY

CLERK OF COURT Vi & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
(Sgd.) PERICLES U
Supervising Sharill

TELAN

PERICLES U. TELAN
SHERIFF: IN-CHARGE
WARNING 3

It is absolulely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE
on or before lhe date ol sale under penally of law,

Copy furnished: All parties concerned

WE FORUM
Jan. 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1997




FORESTS
CONVERTED
FOR AGGIE
PRODUCTION

L.OS BANOS — The Phil-
ippines has less than a mil-
lion hectares of dipterocarp
forests.

The main reason: the con-
version of forests into agri-
cultural lands

According to the Ecosys-
tems Research and Develop-
ment Bureau (ERDB). agricul-
tural lands have increase from
100,000 hectares to 14,1 mil-
lion hectares consututing d nel
loss for forest lands in 1992.

Philippine dipterocarps in-
clude six general and 39 spe-
cies and subspecies. These are
mostly large trees, unbranched
to considerable height, with
boles generally  straight.
Dipterocarp trees usually reach
a total height of 40 to 65 melers
and a diameter at breast height
(dbh) or diameter above bultress
(dab) of 300-centimeters

It is estimated that 66.7
percent of the remaining 3.9
million ha of forests is of the
dipterocarp type. The rest are
pine (four percent), mangrove
(2.1 percent), moss (18.5 per-
cent), and sub-marginal forests
(8.7 percent)

These {orest arcas are 4 mere
13 percent of the country’s lotal
land area and 39 percent of the
legally classified forests of 15
million has. In 1992, the re-
maining 804,900 ha old-growth
dipterocarp forest was excluded
from commercial exploitation

This has been one of the
protected areas under the Na
tional Integrated Protected Ar-
cas System Act of 1992. Hence,
commercial production has
since been gencrally limited to
the residual forests and plan-
tation stands

As a consequence (o the
shift to the residual forests, the
volume to be cut now allows
only 50 percent of trees 60 cm
dbh/dab and 100 percent of 70
cm and up. The culling cycle
is placed at 35 years

The allowable cut 1s deemed
exhausted when either the area
limit or the volume limit has
been reached, in which case fur-
ther cutting should be imme-
diately stopped.

The use of the highlead yard-
ing system in the dipterocarp
forest has been banned. The
system has been found to cause
heavy damage to the residual
stand and the soil, which in turn
defeats the soundness of the
selective logging system

Instead, the application ol
less destructive harvesting tech
niques such as the ground skid-
ding systems or the skyline
(cable crane) system equipped
with a self-clamping slack pull
ing carriage and a stationary
power unit with o maximum
of 150 horse power engine 1%
recommended.

This cable crane equipment
has been introduced in a log
ging company in Mindanao
during harvesting trials in a
second-growth forest, The sys
tem was found financially ef-
fective and technically efficient
than the highlead yarding sys-
tem. Thus, the cable crane sys-
tem is being promoted. (MNC)
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P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

R

LIKE A FATHER: President Ramos strokes head of Joy Turno, one of the 50 disadvantaged children who
trooped to Malacanang for an audience with the President last week. Turno, who stays at the Reception and
Study Center for Children of the Department of Social Welfare and Development in Cotabato City, climbed
on the sofa where the President was seated and laid her head on his lap. (Malacanang Photo)
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ALL’S NOT WELL AND BRIGHT
IN RP’S REAL ESTATE SECTOR

ESPITE the good projections that run up
to the turn of the century, all is not well

and bright in the local real estate sector.

The unabated rise in land prices — triggered by the Fort
Bonifacio deal in 1995 and the growing “unprofessionalism™
due o a lack of regulations — are two of real estate’s most
pressing concerns, threatening Lo derail or slow down growth
and tarnish the credibility of some ol its major players.

During a recent hearing of the Senate commiltee on con-
stitutional amendments, revision of codes and laws, Col
Charlie Beloso, president of a realty firm bearing his name,
noted that these critical problems are the reasons why the
“real estate (sector) is now in a guandary.”

The hearing looked into Senate Bill No. 1775, which seeks
to create a commission that will govern and address the present
and future concerns of the local real estate sector. Senate Minority
Leader Neptali Gonzales authored the measure

But it seemed that the proposed establishment of the real
estate commission, a proposal that actually dated way back
in 1983 but was obviously ignored by public officials, is
long overdue. Problems have already sprouted from the less
regulated sector that also threaten lo adversely affect cer
tain government activities

Beloso, who also chairs the national working commitiee
for the creation of the real estale commission, cited the
continued upward trend in values of land, especially in Mctro
Manila's business districts and i1s adjoining areas. lo the
point that it is going unaffordable

He said the present unaffordable value of real estate prop-
erties might, in fact, even affects the socialized housing pro-
gram of the government. He did not. however, elaborate on
the issue

Beloso traced the present trend to the Metro Pacific Con-
sortium that bagged the right to develop the 214-hectare

former military camp of Fort Bonilacio into a prime husi-
ness haven at a staggering price of P33.283 for every square
unit. Since then. land prices in Metro Manila and in the
neighboring provinces have since skyrocketed

“The prices of real estate here in Metro Manila and else-
where in the country is very unaffordable, which was trig-
gered by, unfortunately, by the Fort Bonilacio land deal,”
Beloso said. The deal sort of made a domino effect to the
whole real estate industry.

Beloso pointed out that allowing the rawlands of Fort
Bonifacio 1o be sold at such staggering rates “would natu-
rally license everybody to increase their prices to the extent
that the prices now of Forbes Park which is mainly a resi-
dential enclave ranges from P75,000 to P150.000,

Unfortunately, he said the government cannot do much
about i, Unlike ordinary commodities, land prices depend
on the theory of demand and supply. areas lawmakers do
not have complete control

“But definitely, we can do something about this to discour
age the proliferation of so much prices of land,” Beloso said

The mushrooming of unlicensed brokers, he said, 1s another
concern needing swift and decisive actions lrom the gov-
ernment, In fact, the real estate profession as an industry
is under the full control ol “colorum brokers.”

He said these colorum brokers number more than a million
and that 80 percent of those who advertise real estale in
newspapers are from colorums, Some ol them are reportedly
even employed to certain big real estate firms in the country

these

Most common among the colorums is to borrow the i
censes of legitimate brokers or vice versa for obvious purposes
Despite the common notion that licenses and the like are
“non-transferable” and therefore illegal, no one has been
meted out with the corresponding penalties

“We're helpless,”

Beloso said. “Fhe government agen-

(Page 11, please)

RP EAGLE
REMAINS
ENDANGERED

LOS BANOS — Contin-
ued forest denudation,’ indis-
criminate hunting, and the
lack of an effective conser-
vation are decimating the
number of the Philippine
cagle, the country's national
bird more popularly known
as the monkey-ealing cagle.

At present, the cagles’
population is put at 63, in-
cluding those being bred in
captivity and those sighted
sporadically in the wild

“If the 1980s estimate of
300 was accurale. an accu-
mulated decrease ol more
than 200 s alarmingly
enough to require immediate
conservation efforts along
with the application of the full
force of the law to any ille-
gal acuvity concerning the
eagle.” says Louie Among ol
the Ecosystems Research and”
Development Bureau

He says the present state
of the environment, particu-
larly the dipterocarp forests
of Mindanao and ecastern
Luzon, “poses a great threat
to the survival of the Philip-
pine eagle.”™ Another
contributing to 11s

factors
seceming
demise is overhunting, aggra-
vated by the negligence of
authorities in the proper
implementation ol conserva-
tion laws

Other factors include the
slow rate of reproduction of
thé species. and the difficulty
of rearing the cagle in cap-
tivity and making them breed
under simulated conditions in
a conlined area,

The success of the firs
captive-bred tropical eagle in
the world, Pagasa, gave hope
that the declining number of
Philippine cagles will finally
be reversed. After 14 years
of research, scientists al the
Philippine Eagle Conserva-
tion Program Foundation
(PECPF) at Davao City finally
produced a Philippine caglet
in January 1992, bred and
reared under captive condi-
Lons

Duplicating this feat was
the successful hatching of th
second caglet, Pagkakaisa
Both Pagasa and Pagkakaisa
were the fourth and fifth eggs
developed at PECPF through
artificial insemination since
1987. The failure of the first
three eggs to hatch was due
to the lack of equipment to
provide the necessary hatch-
ing conditions

About 30 percent in-
cluding the Philippine cagle
(Pithecophaga jeffervin
Ogilvie-Grant) of the 557
known bird species in the
world are found only g the
Philippines. The Philippine
cagle ranks among the
world's largest and most
exotic bird. 11 is probably the
most endangered eagle of any

(Page 11, please)
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