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TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION

rum ..

for peace

JANUARY 01-07, 1996 e P4 IN METRO MANILA

’Tsang %pagpa[ayang qgagong 0)aon sa [ahat!

BUT HOPE
FOR PEACE
REMAINS HIGH

ASIANS TOP
'WORLD’S  rae
ILLITERATES

FOTOG IN MALACANANG: Reporters:.covering Malacanang pose with First Lady
Amelita M, Ramos as President Ramos takes their picture during their Christmas
party Friday night at the Officer’s Club of Malacanang Park. (Malacaftang Pholo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms ¥ '
or our youth. s

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from income remitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities to thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

|

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corparation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

The world in 1995

WAR, PEACE AT LAST?

By ERIC S. GIRON

+ W

HAT was the face of 19957 Was it the
blood-splattered visage of a Chechen girl
who barely escaped death from a tank

shell explosion at a building in Grozny, Russia? She
incarnated the violence and strife in Russia, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Sri Lanka, Peru and Ecuador, Timor;,

Nigeria, India, Pakistan and other parts of the globe.

A stern-faced Queen Eliz-
abeth of Britain admonishing
her son, heir lo the throne
Prince Charles, and his es-
tranged wife, Princess Diana,
to end their destructive
bitching with divorce since
they were separated in the
“annus horribilis™ 1992 ?

Is it that of grim-faced Serb
and Muslim-Croat leaders
signing in Paris the draft of
a treaty ending the three and
a half years Bosnia-
Herzegovina war in which
200,000 have been killed or
are missing but are still fac-
ing uncertainties because of
bitter hatred of dislocated
people in the aftermath?

A harried US President Bill
Clinton moving cautiously lo
break an impasse of “getting
a balanced budget agreement
this year” with Republican
House Speaker Newlt Gingrich
and Senate Majority Leader
Bob Dole? Clinton suggested
a temporary spending bill be
passed so that a quarter mil-
lion federal workers on fur-
lough can return to work.

Is it the sigh by footsore
Paris commuters who endured
22 days of long walks, bicy-
cle jams and monster tralfic
jams as striking rail workers
forced Prime Minister Alain
Juppe not to touch generous
public sector retirement
schemes and to scrap a plan
to streamline the loss-mak
ing state railways? Juppe is
determined to push through
taxes and health
controls to cut public defi-
cits so France can qualily for
a single European currency in
1999,

What about the terrible
earthquakes that devasiated
Japan's industrial sector in
January, temblors that
wreaked havoe in China,
Mexico and Colombia, ava-
lanche in Nepal, a hurricane
in a Caribbean playground and
a winter storm in California?

Or the year-round airliner
crashes the world over and
train collisions that took their
toll in the lives of passen-
gers and crew?

But hope glimmered in the
long-running Israel-Palestine

new cosl

War, as Soha Arafat, wife of
Palestinian Liberation Orga-
nization Chairman Nasser
Arafat, lit the nine-foot Christ-
mas tree with red, green and
yellow lights in tiny Manger
Square outside the Church of
Nativity built over the grotlo
where tradition says Jesus was
born, a day alter Isracli troops
pulled out of the West Bank,
ending 28 years rule follow
ing the 1967 Israel-Arab war.

The Palestinians were
ecstalic as Mrs, Arafat lifted
her live-year-old daughter
Zahwa before the celebrators
who danced, sang and milled
about the tiny plaza, usher-
ing the first Christmas under
Palestine rule in 28 years.
EARTH UNDER SIEGE

The Earth which is esti-
mated to be 4.6 billion years
old is under a two-pronged
attack by carbon dioxide and
methane that cause global
warming and chlorolluorocar-
bons (CFCs) that have burmed
a hole in the ozone layer that
blocks and absorbs most of
the sun’s ultraviolet rays
causing skin cancer.

The rapid one percent a
day ozone decline has en-
larged the hole over Aniarc-
tica to ten million square
kilometers about the size of
Europe. This is twice the size
recorded in the 1993 asiral
spring. Once it thins out there
is no way il can be restored,
the World Meteorological
Organization said.

Countries agreed in Vienna
in 1985 and in Montreal in
1986 to phase out CFCs and
methyl bromide used in [arms
which 1s 30 1o 60 percent more
destructive by 1995, Bul
harmful aerosol sprays and
refrigerants are still used.

Carbon dioxide and meth
ane greenhouse gases exuded
by burning fossil fuel rap heat
in the atmosphere that turns
up the temperature, Frantic
environmentalists painlt a
scenario of sea level rising
by 95 centimeters in the year
2100 and temperature by three
degrees Celsius over the next
century, entire plant and
animal species becoming

PRINCIESS DI: Separated.

extinct, a third of the world’s
forests disappearing, deserts
spreading. reef arcas al risk,
and a warmer climate harm
ing human health.

The World Wide Fund for
Nature said there are no more
excuses 1o delay action start
ing with industrialized nations
to reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by 20 percent.

NUKE PROTESTS

The international outery
against France completing
split-second nuclear blasts al
Mururoa atoll in French
Polynesia was delied by Pres-
ident Jacques Chirac who had
three Greenpeace boals
protesting the blasts in the
Mururoa area arresied. The
Philippines joined 63 percent
ol French voters in the pro
test with a noise barrage in
Bataan,

Opposition was fierce in
Tahiti, 1,000 kilometers to the
northwest, In its capital
Papeete, a general strike began
September 6 that boosted
French Polynesia's small in
dependence movement,

Tuahitians sct [ire to three
buildings and 50 parked cars,
looted shops and clashed with
the police at Papeete Airport,
injuring six. Airport damage
was estimated at 35 million
francs (S11 million). French
Forcign Legion paratroopers
landed at the airport lo [ree
RO policemen for duty down-
town.

POLLUTION

Factory and vehicle emis-

sions and all kinds ol pollu-
tion have croded apge-old
architectural relics, monu-
ments and church facades
France, Italy, Germany and
other cities of Europe. Mil-
lions are being spent to save
them from total ruin.
Years of preservation work
1o siabilize the Leaning Tower
of Pisa were jeopardized when

it shifted by two and a half

millimeters in one night. The
white marble tower built
between 1174 and 1350 on
shifting subsoil as a belfry
of the nearby cathedral was
used by 16th-century astron-
omer Galileo for his laws ol
gravily experiments.

*It would be truly exiraor
dinary if, while in centuries
past nothing happened with
less scientific know-how,
today, with modem technol
ogy. we are unable to keep
this marvelous
standing,”
Piero Floriani feared.

TRANSITION

Countries where the Cath
olic sway over ils faith was
once unquestioned show an
evolution of culture 1o anti
Pope and anu-Church atni-
tudes. Roman Catholic lre:
land, where B0,000 cilizens
were legally separated bul
[orbidden constitutionally 1o
divorce, decided in a refer-
endum to legalize divorce by
a slim margin of 9,118 votes,

In Poland, Catholic Lec
Walesa was ousted as Pres
ident by ex-communist

monument

Mayor

Tuscan

Aleksander Kwasniewski in
the election. The Irish and Pol-
ish decisions were regarded
as disobedience and dissent
to Pope John Paul 11 who tried
1o intervenc.

Only 51 years ago, homo-
sexuality was listed as a crime
in Sweden. Denmark became
the first country to allow ho-
mosexual marriages on Oc-
tober 1, 1989, followed by
Norway in August 1993. Hans
Johnson and Sven-Oloy
Jansson in their 50s became
the first Swedish homosexu-
al couple to marry al Swe-
den's Ostersund town hall,
northwest of Stockholm, un
der a new law allowing ho
mosexual marriages the first
working day after January 1
this year. Finland does nol
allow homosexual marriage.

EBOLA VIRUS

Scientists have yet to find
a cure for AIDS (Anti-lmmu-
nity Deficiency Syndrome) but
another deadly Ebola virus
was named after a river in
northern Zaire where it first
appeared in 1976 and killed
244 people in and around
Kikwit in western Zaire be-
tween January and ‘August this
year. Ebola attacks internal
organs and lriggers massive
bleeding.

A Swiss researcher work-
ing on monkeys in Tai forest
in the Ivory Coast afflicted
with the virus later recovered
from the less deadly strain.
A 25-year-old Liberian man
confirmed as having the vi-
rus at Gozon, lvory Coast, was
isolated in a tent from which
onlookers were kepl away.

JUPITER PROBED

Galileo spacecraft was not
the [irst to visit Jupiter but
it is the [lirst to orbit the
planet. Pioncer and Voyager
spacecraft in the 1970s flew
by Jupiter and sent back stun
ming pictures of the planet’s
rings and the active volcanoes
on the moon lo.

NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena, Cal
ifornia awaited the hirst date
fransmission “ta uncover clues
aboul how the and the
planets were formed, how they
conlinue to interact, and
evolve from within Jupiter's
constellation of diverse
moons, ils intense magnelic
ficld and its swarms of dust
and charged particles.” A
study of the [indings may take
up to next year to evaluate.

L

NATURE’S REVENGE

sun

Nature lashed back at
man's abuses like deforesta-
tion and destruction of the
natural resources with devas-
tating temblors, hurricanes and
floods.

Japan reeled under the
shock of a 7.2 earthquake that
laid to waste the Kobe-Osaka-
Kyoto industrial complex at
5:46 a.m. January 17 and
killed at least 5,083 people,
injured 26,744, and rendered
300,000 homeless, It recalled
the Great Kanto Earthquake
of 1923 which killed 140,000
people in post-tremor fires,

A series of 748 aftershocks
just outside Tokyo ranged
from 5.2 to 6.9 on the Rich
ter scale since a 7.5 intensity
temblor killed 300 people on
Hachinoe on Dec. 28, 1944,
and another earthquake in
1946 killed 1,500,

China's densely-populate
Hunnan province was rocked
by a 6.5 earthquake that killed
36 and injured 204 and top-
pled 79 houses on Oct. 24
during a torrential rainstorm
as people slept in the rugged
mountain terrain bordering
Myanmar.

Two carlier quakes injured
many children among 529 in
school stampedes. A 5.7 in-
tensity quake injured 327 in
southern Guandong province.
A 5.7 quake injured 124
people, collapsed houses and
opencd cracks in others in
southeastern Sichuan province.

Walls shatiered and roofs
collapsed in over 200 adobe
houses in Oaxaca-Guerrero,
Mexico as a 7.3 intensily
quake crushed [our people to
death and a man died of heart
attack as the region prepared
lo commemorale the tenth
anniversary of the largest 8.1
quake on Sept. 19, 1985 that
killed 6,000 people in Mex
ico. The ground in Mexico
City began to roll at 8:04 a.m.,
driving thousands out of their
homes. The church and 90
houses in lgualapa, Guerrero
collapsed.

In Colombia's sparscly
populated eastern plains, a 6.5
quake killed two persons and
injured 40. A wall collapsed
in Bogota, killing a man,
injuring another. Tremors
were felt in Caracas, Vene
zuela.

EVEREST
AVALANCHE

A huge cyclone in the Bay
of Bengal triggered some six
feet of snow lo [all in the
Mount Everest region of Nepal

(Next page, please)
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Nov. 11, killing 26 people.
13 of them Japanese. as they
slept, plus 11 guides and two
Panka residents.

It was the biggest ava
lanche disaster in the site ol
the majestic peaks and val
leys that attract 65,000 [or
eign hikers ever year. Ava
lanches in two days in 1972
killed 14 mountaineers, mostly
Koreans, at Mount Manaslu,
the world's eighth highesit
peak at 26.775 feet.

EUROPE’'S FLOODS

Water levels rose to new
peaks in France, Germany,
Belgium and the Netherlands
(half of it below sea level).
[t showed little sign of abat-
ing in the Netherlands whose
vast river dikes system went
under strain close lo the
German border where the
Rhine forks to the North Sea
as levels rose to 16.67 meters,
drowning 26 pcople in” west-
ern European estuaries.

HURRICANE

Hurricane Luis left the
Caribbean playground in the
Dutch-French St. Martin is-
land in ruins in September and
stranded thousands of tour-
ists with no running water,
no electricity and sporadic
phone service. Fodd and water
were in short supply. A week
after, residents were hammer-
ing together makeshift shel-
ters as tourists crowded the
airporl hoping to get inlo one
of the infrequent charters out
to Miami.

A fierce winter storm
lashed the California wine
district in the north to star-
studded Beverly Hills and
Malibu in the south, killing
three persons. People were
plucked [rom raging waters
of Ventura and Santa Clara
rivers. Towns in 14 counties
were  flooded, highways
closed, power lines downed,

AIR CRASHES

There was a cluster of air
crashes the year round and at
this rate, more could be ex-
pected. The biggest number
of casualties were 95 aboard
a Russian Tupolev-154 airliner
enroute from Skhalin island
to Khabarovsk, 9,000 kms.
cast of Moscow, which disap-
peared [rom the radar screen
Dec. 7 when it crashed into
the Russian Far East,

Because of heavy snow and
poor visibility, no trace of the
plane was seen and scarch was
resumed the next day.

A military transport air
craft (AN-32) with 84 most-
ly soldiers and satlors, took
off from Ratmalana airport
south of Colombo and was
flying to Palali military base
in north Sri Lanka when it
disappeared from the ground-
based radar screen at 708 a.m.
It plunged from 8,000 feet in
the air into the sea. An oil
slick spotted with cigaret
cartons 36 kilometers off the
coasl showed no wreckage.

Sixty of 78 passengers died
in a Cameroon airliner that

EDITORIAL REPORT
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smuashed imto a mangrove
swanpoas i tned 1o land i
the port city ol Douala n
Central Alrea at 10 pan. Dee.
2, Fishermen in dugout ca-
noes reached the Bocing 737
wreckage in piteh darkness.

The army jomned the res
cue, pulling out the pilot, co
pilot and a stewardess among
seven survivors, Five were in
a clinie,

All 53 men, women and
13 children died aboard an
Air Force Fokker 57 plane
when it slammed into a cen-
tral Argentina hillside during
a rainstorm Nov. 9. Fool
rescue teams from Villa
Dolores walked 25 kilometers
to the crash site in rugged
mountain (errain.

A Romanian plane took off
from Verona airport in north-
ern Italy Dec. 13 at night and
suddenly plunged from 150
meters altitude to the ground.
The Russian-built Antonov
charter plane burst into flames
as it crashed, killing all 41
passengers and eight crew.

Poor visibility due to rain
and fog in jungle-covered La
Macarena mountain resort
southwest of Bogota, Colom-
bia caused a Salena airliner
to plow into a mountainside,
killing all 17 passengers and
four crew members. Army
troops and police who reached
the crash site counted at least
15 bodies in the fire-gutted
Spanish-made C-212 wreck-
age,

Death casualties surpassed
that of the Russian airliner
in the American Airlines
Boeing 757 jet with 159
people aboard—eight of them
the crew—from Miami [ly-
ing very low in rugged moun-
tain terrain near Buga, Co-
lombia which burst nto
flames, then smoke, and
crashed Dec. 20. Rescue teams
were reluctant o move in
because of leftist rebels in the
area. The plane reported 1o
Colombian authoritics at 9:45
a.m. it had trouble with one
of its engines prior to its crash.
Only four persons and a dog,
Milagro, survived

A Zairean Electri passen-
ger plane, the biggest of
Lockheed, bearing 139 pas
sengers and live crew crashed
in northern Angola Dee, 19,
killing 139 mostly Angolans
The live survivors were [lown
to a Kinshasha clinic, four in
mnfensive care, badly burned,
The Tamily took the [ifth
home. The aircraft was based
at Kinshasha's Ndjili Airport

Forty-three passengers on
a Venezuelan airliner were
taken to a hospital with bro-
ken bones or shock in the
Canary Islands after their
plane plunged 1,000 meters
in turbulence over the Atlan
tic. "Everything was an in
ferno.” Italian Lorena Rizzo,
24, 1old reporters alter the
plane, on a flight from Caracas
to Rome, landed in Las Palmas
in the Canary Islands,

TRAIN SMASHUDPS

A train traveling at high
speed collided with a station-
ary one at Hilly station in
Dinaipur, 475 kilometers [rom
Dhaka (Bangladesh) and killed
150 10 200 people, Thirty
bodies were recovered in a
single hour

A train from Mandalay
(Burma or Myanmar) head
ing for Myitkyina lost ils
brakes and ran out of control
on a steep hill, killing 102
people and injuring 53 as one
carrtage plunged off a ravine,
another was left hanging, and
others were derailed,

CONFLICT

Old and new wars raged,
complementing the disasters,
bringing deaths, destruction,
anguish and misery in Europe,
Asia, the Americas and Af-
rica.

But efforts were made
toward peace in the perenni-
al Israel-Palestine standoff,
and by American and Euro
pean officials to broker a
peace seltlement at Dayton,
Ohio  in the Bosnia-
Herzegovina war in the
Balkans.

Three and a hall years of
shooting and shouting that left
200,000 people dead or miss-
ing. nearly 2.5 million wom-
en and children displaced by
“ethnic cleansing” in and oul
of Bosnia, ended in total
silence ol Balkan leaders.

Bosnia's Alija lzetbegovic,
Serbia’s Slobodan Milosevic
and Croatia’s Franjo Tudjiman
did not smile aflter signing a
treaty ending the war in Paris
Dec. 14, The US-sponsored
draft mnitialed in Dayton on
Nov. 21 calls lor a division
of Bosnia roughly in half
between Serbs and the Mus
lim-Croat government, free
elecuons in mine months, and
”u.‘ ]‘r”‘\k"l'lllii\ll ol war \'rilll
inals.

The pact allows 60,000
NATO peacckeeping troops,
20,000 of them Americins.,
into the Balkans, Refugees are
given the right to retum home
although lingering hatred
makes 1t unlikely they will.

CHECHNYA

If Russian troop deaths in
quelling the rebellion in
Chechnya since Dee. 11, 1994
were 564 in one month, what
was the total with rebels and
civilians? Quitnumbered
Chechens armed with
Kualashnikov rifles and a few
grenades and hunting rifles
scurried through Grozny's
Russian federal
troops battled lor control ol
the rebel capital

The Russians announced
control o1 Chechnya President
Dzokar Dudayev's headguar
ters, the ralway station and
an oil refinery, Liberal Rus-
sian lawmakers urged Presi-
dent Boris Yelisin to “stop
the bloodshed.” The Kremlin
reply was more [irepower

The heaviest [ighting
across Chechnya made the

sireets as

Sunday (Dec. 16) voting of
thousands ol candidates of 43
parties in a parliamentary
election in the vast Russian
federation meaningless. Presi-
dent Yeltsin, who remains in
a sanatorium after suffering
his second heart attack in four
months from heavy drinking,
made no secret that the coun-
try would be plunged back into
the grip of the communists
as the biggest party.

Chechen rebels, whom
Russia has failed to crush in
the four-year rebellion, seized
the second city of Gudermes
in a fourth day of fighting in
the breakaway mountainous
province.

SRI LANKA WAR

The civil war of the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eclan
to establish their separate
homeland in northern Sri
Lanka against the majority
Sinhalese government of Pres-
ident Chandrika Kamaratunga
has killed more than 50,000
people in 12 years.

The rebels ruled the an-
cient town of Jalfna, their
strategic and spiritual capital
from 1985 10 1987 when
Indian peacekeepers took over.

They retook the town when
the Indian forces withdrew in
1990. President Kamaratunga
forged a two-week ceasefire
with the Tigers in January
until after Pope John Paul II's
visit after coming from Ma-
nila.

On Oct. 20, the rebels
Killed 24 people and one
suicide bomber blew up
Colombo installations. On
Nov. 12, a man and a woman
detonated themselves at the
army headquarters and Slavg
Island railway station, killing
15 and sending 50 to the
hospital, The October offen-
sive in Jaffna killed 110
rebels, wounded 100; 31 sol-
diers died and 23 were in-
jured,

Sri Lanka's wvictorious
lorces sealed their control over
the fort of Jaffna built by the
Dutch m the 17th and 18th
centuries over the site of a
Portuguese citadel, by rais-
ing their flag. This capped
their biggest offensive in the
12-year war which killed 400
soldiers and 1,195 rebels,
wounded more than 5,000 in
the march toward the citadel,

ISRAEL-PLO PEACE?

Despite stoning incidents
with the police, the Israel truce
wilth Palestine seems 1o be
holding despite the assassi-
nation of Isracl’s Prime Min
ister Yitzhak Rabin, 73, after
attending a big rally in Tel
Aviv November 4 by law
student Yigal Amir, on the
way to his car, Amir was
affiliated with rightwing na
tionalist settlers who opposed
Rabin's campaign to transler
West Bank rule to the Pales-
Lniuns.

Rabin was the hero who
led Israel to victory in the
1967 Six-Day War. He was

PRES. CLINTON: Harried.

awarded the 1993 Nobel Prize
for peace efforts with Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization
Chairman Yasser Arafat and
Shimon Peres, who succecd-
ed Ruabin as prime minister.

Israel and Syria plan to
resume their talks on Dec. 27
bear Washington on Peres’
willingness to surrender stra-
tegic Golan Heights to Pal-
estine. But Peres did not say
how he would deal with
14,000 Israeli Jews who live
on Golan Heights. “When you
go down from the Golan
Heights 1t can open a future
war," oppositionist Benjamin
Netanyahu said on television.

Isracli troops are pulling
out of Bethlehem, which tra-
dition says is the site of Jesus
birth, which will be the first
time in 28 years that Christ-
mas will be celebrated under
Palestinian rule. The Israeli
government is spending in-
stead $100 million to turn the
town of Jesus' vyouth,
Nazareth, into a tourist attrac-
tion. It will widen the streets,
renovale the old market, and
restore 19th-century Venetian-
style homes with ceiling fres-
coes and red tile roofs.
Nazareth has 60,000 residents,

PERU-ECUADOR WAR

A border war between Pery
and Ecuador that has cost 50
lives and 100 wounded
stemmed from the Rio de
Janeire Treaty which award
ed half of Ecuador to Peru
on Jlanuary 29, 1942, Ecua-
dor rejected the treaty in 1960
and since then, the jungle
stretch containing gold has
been fought over,

Peru has double Ecuador's
population and economy plus
56 billion in reserve. Peru's
President Alberto Fujimori
said on television, “The Pe-
ruvian flag waves in Tiwinza.”
But Ecuador's Defense Min-
ister Jose Gallardo assured the
Ecuadorian armed forces still
controlled the Amazon River

valley. Six Peruvian aircrafl
were lost in air battles.

TERROR IN TIMOR

Weeks of terror by hood-
ed gangs believed to be linked
to the military stoned houses
and assaulted Timorese at Dili,
the Timor capital. Since In-
donesia invaded East Timor
in 1975, the Timorese have
opposed its rule.

Indonesia, faced with
dwindling guerrilla resistance
and world concern for human
rights of resentful Timorese,
cmployed troops armed with
clubs to check papers in most
cily points. On the 20th an-
niversary of the East Timor
invasion Dec. 7, protesters
burned 20 Indonesian flags
outside the Indon consulate
in Darwin, Australia, as 200
trampled and spat on three
Indon flags outside the con-
sulate in Melbourne,

They burned portraits of
Suharto and Vice President
Try Sutrisno as a “symbol of
repression, Killing, torture and
rape in east Timor.” Filipi
nos also burned Indon flags
in front of the Indonesian
Embassy in Manila.

UK WARNS NIGERIA

The Commonwealth of
Britain and its 52 former
colonies suspended Nigeria
and gave il two years Lo
restore democracy or be ex-
pelled from the Common-
wealth for hanging human
rights activist Saro-Wiwa and
cight other dissidents. Throw-
ing out Nigeria's military
regime will send a message
to member states to uphold
human rights, British Prime
Minister John Major said.

Nelson Mandela, who has
failed to change Nigeria's
ways through quiet diploma-
¢y, said “there was such re-
vulsion and disgust at what
Nigeria has done, this type
of action was inevitable."

« TO BE CONTINUED
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FOCUS

SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FOOD

xport-oriented agri policy
ersus farm-based subsistence

By WINFRIED SCHEEWE
Crust Foundation, Inc.

‘It is urgent to promote
agriculture as a way of life.’

HE rice crisis during the last

month confronted many peo-

ple with new problems. They
had to fall in line to avail of rice at
an affordable price. The decline in
production and the hoarding of rice
by traders had led to a price increase
by almost 35 percent within one
month. The rice shortage, however, did
not only affect the urban population
but also most farm households. Even
many rice farmers in Central Luzon
had to buy expensive rice since they
had sold most of their produce imme-
diately after the last harvest to pay the
loans. Now they had to pay a much
higher price for the rice while the
traders raked in windfall profits.

The rice shortage has triggered a discus-
sion of the wisdom of the agricultural policy
in this country. Many criticized that the budgel
allocated by the government was too low and
the government agencies failed to transfer
the right technologies to increase production.
Many blamed the lack of irrigation and of
roads for the lacking supply. For others,
however, it became obvious that the export
orientation as part of the Philippine 2000 vision
further jeopardizes the food security of the
nation and on farm houschold level. It 1s
remarkable that most producers of food have
to buy their needs as well. Obviously, some
thing went wrong.

Until only a few decades ago most agri
cultural activities in the Philippines, as in
many other Third World countries, aimed 10
support the various needs of families. Small
farmers alloted only a little portion of thei
land to cash crops to earn a little cash. Even
the government and some corporalions sup
ported self-sufficiency in the countryside

However, starting with the green revolu
tion, many programs intentionally undermined
subsistence production. Unul today. mtema
tional organizations and the national goven:
ment release the so-called development md
[or “mncome generating pmwyt\_' Several
projects amm al nothing else but o bring the
last self-sufficient and self-reliant tribal
communilies 1o the folds ol the market econ
Ulli_\'

Muny are still that the
increasing dependence on the market econ
omy caused a tremendous shilt in their com
munities. Where there was mutual aid and
{'UUIIL‘E.[HII]I in work Ur:.l\'mn.fnm or alavon).,
there is now paid labor. People are now paying
with money for nearly everything and every
service, The orientation on cash, ol course,
undermines the community spirit; and 1l
undermines sell-reliance as well. As the
community ties become weak, the dependence

of the individuals on the outside continues 1o
intensily.

larmers AWare

>

RP AGRICULTURE: Re-orientation needed.

MILKING THE COUNTRYSIDE

The opening of communities fo the mar
kel cconomy has dire consequences. In the
past, people exchanged only surpluses for
products that were not available in the com
munities and the neighboring villages. Now,
farmers sell most il not all of the produce
10 buyers residing in the next town or cily.
A larmer scelling his produce to a trader s
at the beginning of a long chain. Costs lor
risks,
ing, and capital as well as taxes are added

fransport, handling, storing pProcess
until the farmer's product reaches the con
sumer. Along that line, traders and agribusiness
l“l1‘<‘l.\1li‘ll\' carm large amouiies ol maoncy

If a farmer does not produce his own lood
he relies as the city dweller on food bought
in stores or at the markel. As a consumer,
farmers inds hamsell at the end ol a longer
chain of services for which he has to ‘|'.|\
During the seventies,
allen
kilograms of rice for one Kilogram of copra
Now they have o sell about two and a hall
or even three kilograms of copra lo obtam

lor ¢ \.'.tll;‘lt'. coconul

Farmers could exchange about two

one kilogram of rice. Per lood calorie or per
gram of protein they will pay much more
than they received [or their produce. In this
manner, substantial wealth moves from rural
the urban iraders,
processing plants. and banks are based.
We can imagime that the trading system
drains away a lol ol the

areas 1o centers where

pesos from rural

arcas. It 1s evident: [armers are gelung poor-
er and business corporations and banks are
getting richer, Lamentably, most [armers do
exactly the opposite of what traders do. Farmers
sell their produce for a low price and buy
their food and other needs for a hgh price.
Traoders® rule instead is: ‘buy low, sell high.’
This in tum enables them o expand their
influence. This is now the dominant mode ol
exploitation of farmers and the countryside.
Furthermore, logmers are exploited through
high interest rates qg loans, espec ially when
these loans come from the mlormal sector
Other mechanisms' gre the exploitation of
tenants by landlords and the charging ol taxes
and levies by the governmenl.
Unlorunately, there is little hope that the
exchange relation between farm produce and
consumer goods will improve. From one peso
I COnsumer \[‘vli-{‘- for Tood, the Tarmer will
only get something in the range of 50 1o 60
percent for rice and 10 (o 15 percent in the
vegelables. The

goes 10 lood processing,

case ol rcimalmimg amnount

traders, and retail-

ers. Morecover, from his income the

farmer still has o pay for inputs like feeds,

ETOSS

fertilizer, and |‘L‘\1!L"J[!L:\. This money also goes
Mad a [armer
paid other villagers;, for example, to do the
weeding by hand, the money spent lor her

to agribusiness corporations

bicides had remained i the community,

These facts explain the irony that the
producers of food have in average less lo eal

than the urban poor. Some studies done in
1991 in some villages in Davao del Norte
and Davao Oriental in Mindanao show that
farmers spend about two thirds of their in-
come for food. The families use the remain-
ing share for education, clothing, health and
recreation. It is obvious that farmers have a
hard time earning enough for a decent living.
The prevailing manner of production and
exchange of goods and services makes them
poorer and poorer, They become indebted and
in the end they lose the land they used to
cultivate for many generations.

The central assumption of the so-called
Medium Term Agricultural Development Plan
(MTADP) of 1993 is that farmers are poor
and need to improve their incomes by pro-
ducing more efficiently and by shifting to
so-called high value crops. Basically the plan
suggests to increase the land area for export
and cash crops, mainly fruits, nuts and fiber
crops at the expense of traditional food crops.

The government planners assumed that it
will be possible to increase rice and corn
yields significantly by using more chemical
inputs, better seeds and improved cultivation,
This should allow to set free half of the rice
and corn land for cash and export crops. For
this purpose the DA planners designed the
so-called key production areas (KPA) approach.
These are arcas where certain crops like rice
and corn and livestock as cattle fattening are
considered to bring the best resulls. The
government will concentrate its efforts (ex-
tension work and credit) to these areas. If,
for instance, a farmer in a rice KPA would
like to plant other crops than rice he will not
be able to avail of the government services.,
The DA assumes that there is enough land
to ensure an adequate production of cereals
and animal protein as well as lo produce
selected ‘export winners® which can compete
in the world market.

The experiences with traditional export
crops like abaca, sugar cane and coconuls
show the dangers which result from the depend-
ence on cash crops. Still, the experts recom-
mend farmers to focus even more on the
market. In other words, they prescribe a strong-
er dose of the same medication that made the
patient actually sick. They advise farmers 1o
act like enlreprencurs and concentrate on one
product. Mr. Sebastian, Secrelary for Agri-
culture, even talks of one village, one prod-
uet 1o achieve economy of scale. That means
whole communities would rely on one prod-
only., A recent issue of the newsletter
Policy Update (April 1995) published by the
USAID funded Agricultural Policy Research
and Advocacy Assistance, agitates [armers
cither

uet

1o compete or to stagnate, o <',lp(ir'|’
or to perish.”

With the changes i the approach on larm
level comes also a new concept of food
security. Senator Angara explained in April
1995 in a speech the shift in food policy.
T'oo long, he said, the Philippines as a nation
hud emphasized self-sulficiency in food,
especially in rice, Because of this, resources
had often been allocated in a wrong way.
(Next page, please)
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Therefore. it would be necessary 1o give up
the self-sufficiency in favor of self-reliance
in food. This means. it is no longer necessary
that the country produces enough food as long
as it produces other products that can be
exchanged for food.

On the farm level, the focus on cash crops
and the neglect of self-sufficiency in lood
have made the farmers vulnerable (o many
influences. As they depend for their food supply
also on the market they will feel the price
fluctuations like the urban settlers,

There are several global and local con-
straints that endanger the very existence ol
small farmers and food securily in the coun-
try. Farmers and plantations devote an in
creasing share of the farm land, usually the
most fertile land, to cash crops. At the same
time the land under cultivation decreases and
the fertility of the soil is dechning.

Most factors which alfect in one way or
another farmers® livelihood are beyond their
control. Many of these constraints are as well
outside the capacity of the government, al
though politicians continue 1o give us rosy
pictures about the future. However, it is certain
that there will be changes for the worse,
Incidence ol weather related disasters are in-
creasing, Scientists no longer deny the lacl
that there is a global warming., Humankind
and with it all creation is facing conditions
never experienced belore,

Additionally the globalization of trade under
GATT (now World Trade Organization) has
brought almost all people into competition.
This triggers a downward (rend of standards
of living and a new onslaught on the envi-
ronment. It is really a paradox situation, The
changes done to the environment require for
new levels of cooperalion and community
among people and toward Nature. but econ-
omists preseribe compelition as solution for
the problems of the world.

LOOKING FOR ALTERNATIVES

It becomes clear thal furmers necd 1o 1ake
new initiatives to ensure their livelihood in
order not 10 be forced to migrate also 1o urban
arcas one day. Instead of venturing into new
dependencies farmers need 1o reconsider the
potentials their farms and the possibilities

within their communitics. If whole commu-
nities can undertake joint celforts, the better,

Traditional agricultural systems were much
more enduring as the "developed’ ones, Farmers
used well-adopted crops and maintained di-
versity in their farms, This ensured relatively
stable harvests. In the case one crop would
lail, the people could still lall back upon
other crops. Although most of the processing
ol the farm produce was quite laborious there
wis no alienation toward the work. In turn,
social and environmental conditions were also
much more stable.

Although subsistence ecconomies provided
stability Tor the respective communitics, 4 re-
turn to traditional subsistence ecopomy is no
longer possible. 11 cannot provide a solution for
the current ills. The conditions have changed
very much. For instance, by now nearly fifty
percent of the population lives in urban arcas.
Irarmers should, nonetheless, reduce their depen
dence on the market and look for ways to pro
duce their own food before they think of sur-
pluses for the markel. Yet, living in today’s
society, farmers need cash income for needs like
clothing, kitchen wares. farm tools and for
education, Given an average furm with aboul 1wo
hecta farmers could reserve hall of the land
lor their own needs while they dedicate the other
half to cash crops.

The principle of diversity and the idea of self
sulficiency in food can offer tarming tamilies
an -‘[l!lnn 1o ecase the tremendous pressure wlich
they experience from the market, It is a Kind of
non-violent sell-delense. One simply tnes 1o avod
situations where one can be hurt by others,

OPTIONS FOR SMALL FARMICRS

Therefore, farmers who focus primarily on
cash crops need 1o redesign their farms. They
and their families could establish a little vege
table gardens, secure if possible the supply of
staples and plant several kinds of fruit trees. 1

they have the resources and the capacity, they

can add some more farm animals for meat, milk
and egg production. Additionally, farmers can
plant Torest trees and bamboo to produce con
struction matenals, Forest trees ca
as savings. When the need arises, people can cut
and sell them. Unlike a monocrop which only
extracts trom the farm, these components (gar
den, staples, Tarm animals, and trees) are com
plementary. And they are directly linked (o house-

also serve
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hold needs.
Among the dil-
ferenl farm lypes
most coconut farms
are suilable for a
return Lo self-sulfi-
ciency. Although
soil ferility is usu
ally low, flarmers
can conlinue lo
harvest the cash
crop while planting

food crops in he-
tween the coconul
palms, For many
crops the shade
provided by the
palms is even an ad
vantage. 11 would be
ideal il farmers can
establish a highly
diversified croppi
their
similar 1o
larms and
hased

sErve

system in
farms

coconul
cocoanul
homesteads
the primary needs of
the farmer. Apart
[rom food, the small
plots provide fuel,
limber and

Casy cnov®

lodder
cash

For lowland nce

[armers it a5 usual

A schematic presentation of the interaction among major com-
ponents of the homestead agroforestry systems of Kerala, India.
(Source: Nair, M. Achuthan and C. Sreedharan)

tivggsroc

Iy mare dilfficult (o
diversily their farms and respectively to vary
their food supply. Many are dependent on 1rmi-
gation schedules, 1T the Land is irnigated [or iwo
seasons, i1 is often difficult to include other crops
in the scheme. Besides, the soil is often very
tough. Il the field s not irmigated, crops, other
than lowland rice, can hardly develop their roots.
Nevertheless. diversification remains the most
importanl way to counter declining soil fertility
in rice larms. It would also help to reduce the
heavy burden of expenses for chemical inputs.
Lven though the dominant way of Tarming is
to produce cash crops, there are many farmers
who show that sell-sulliciency and farm diver
silication is a proctical way. Ely Piano in Barangay
Pinagtipunan, Gen. Trias, Cavite, used to plant
rice on his three-hectare Tarm. Aflter attending
atraining, he decided (o diversily his farm. Within
three vears. he did several improvements. He
added a fishpond, uses green manure crops, and
feed garden for the goats. He
also raises Lish in the paddies. Although he sells
less rice now, his family is better ol than belore,
In Sri Lanka and on the island of Java in
Indonesia, many larmers have developed highly
diversified forest gardens and farms, These contain
up to two hundred different species of plants
including coconut palms. The productivity of these
farms and gardens throughout the year exceeds
anything that can be obtained from conventional
Robert A de I han relates in his book
‘Forest Gardening” that intensively cultivated
garden plots of about a hall hectare can provide

he established o

farminge.

most of the physical needs of an extended fam
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ily. Studies conducted in the uplands of Java,
Indonesia, show thal the use value and the
proceeds derived from one hectare forest-garden
15 about six times higher than from a hectare
conventional cultivated field crops

Perhaps the biggest obstacle for sell-suffi-
ciency is the mind of the farmer himsell. Too
often farmers are no longer aware aboul the
possibilities their farms offer than Lo satisly basic
needs. They think in terms of cash and if the
income is insufficient they try to earn more by
selling their labor rather than to plant food crops
for family usc

In fact, farmers need lo understand what 1s
happening around them and what are their op-
tions. Farmers' groups and or recreation and self-
fulfillment as well as to foster a healthy orga
nizations as well as cooperatives can help to
facilitate the discussion among farmers. This would
be a new lask for them, considering that they
usually focus on economic improvements. So far
most farmers have not realized that they are in-
creasingly subjected to the forces ol the markel
that even the best farmers’ organizations can
neither fight nor influence.

Instead, it is urgent to promote agriculture as
a way of life. Only when farmers understand
that agriculture 15 more than just earning mon-
ey, they will be able to resist the temptations
olfered by agribusiness corporations. People have
to develop the capacily to maintain a decent and
sustainable livelithood in order to respond to their
needs for food, shelter, clothing, education,
environment lor the generations to come
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NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL OF ESTATE

Notice (s heroby given that the Estate ol the lale
ANTONIO R TIONGSON who died intestale and wihout
a'will on March 28, 1981 a1 Chicago, lllinois, U S A had
sotiled exirajudicially among themselves consisting ol
savings doposil at the Cidy Trust Banking Corporation,
Quiapo Branch, as per Doc No. 32, Page No 8, Book
Na 159 Senes of 1995 execuled before Notary Public
Jame A Manaois of Quezon Cily
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Generous Joe

AST Tuesday, a broadsheet we read carried a story about Jose de Venecia,
who happened to be the top honcho of the low house. According Lo the

news item, it was truly a Merry Christmas for most congressmen because De
Venecia gave them P100,000 each as bonus “in appreciation of their continued
support” of his leadership. ( A denial came out the next day claimed only seven
solons got it). :

Excluded from this bonanza were independent and opposition solons, like
Joker Arroyo and others who are De Venecia’s critics, Some who were offered
reportedly turned down the windfall due to delicadeza. We never knew that
the speaker of the low house can dole out cash bonuses and be selective about
it, like it was his own money. But it was refreshing to hear, however doubtful
the story, that there are still a few good men in that chamber who possess
that hoary virtue called delicadeza.

To justify the deal, the ass-lickers around De Venecia recalled that it was
a practice going back to Mitra’s time and that the congressmen will spread
the bonanza to their less fortunate constituents. Mitra lost the presidency for
being too generous, a perception that did not sit well with the thinking elec-
torate. As for extending an arm to help their poorest constituents, many members
of that chamber would rather break an arm first before shelling out the lucre
so that some hapless family could partake a small measure of holiday joy.

Perhaps the generous Joe is thinking that his gallantry with the taxpay-
ers’ money, he might yet turn the tables on his benefactors just in case the
parliamentary express barrels down to ifs desired destination. In which case,
it pays to have the congressmen in his rather than Fidel Ramos’ pockets.
Being a realist, he knows fully well that the presidency is definitely out of his
grasp. Better to be a prime minister who actually wields the power and let
the president enjoy his penchant for foreign travels. It may be costly, but what
the heck, there’s more, a lot more, where it comes from.

And so we can expect the guy to be the same generous Joe for the next
two years to keep the fires burning for his political goal. And the congressmen
will be the happiest denizens in all the land for having such a generous Joe
for a speaker.

No-car-day?

VISITING Japanese expert has suggested a no-car-day to relieve the

traffic chaos in Metro Manila. According to him, the scheme is working
successfully in Japanese cities where traffic has become a nightmare for motorists.

Well and good. After all, it has been proven that new road infra-struc-
tures like fly-overs, over-passes and by-passes have not appreciably resolved
the congestion in the streets, notwithstanding the overhead light rail transit,
Perhaps the time has come to try the most drastic measures in alleviating the
worsening traffic problem.

Actually, the Traffic Demand Management which the Japanese expert
advocates offers six alternatives, but the no-car-day scheme had been the most
effective and beneficial, based on experiments. We have no reason to doubt
that it works in Japan, where discipline is a way of life among the people and
their government.

But we entertain the most serious doubts about the scheme working in
this country. Can anyone imagine a flunkey in the cabinet or the congress not
using his car, if only to impress his colleagues and his neighbors? Can anyone
imagine a politician not using his Mercedes or BMW in moving about if only
to impress his constituency? Can anyone imagine any top state official not
riding in his bullet-proof, stretched limousine, il only to impress the peasants?
And how about the bodyguards, without whom these creatures feel so helpless
and unimportant?

The scheme will work here only with the private care owners who will
be bamboozled and intimidated to forego their vehicles and commute to work
so that the privileged few are not delayed for their motel trysts, which are
often called conferences or meetings. It is the private citizens who are sweat-
ing out their car amortization who will get screwed again for the benefit of
the crooks who never worked for their fleet of luxurious, late model vehicles.
All private car owners should rise in arms against this scheme il it is ever
contemplated by the state.

In the meantime, we can take small comfort in the thought that, except
for the voyager, everyone down the line gets mired in horrendous traffic, too.
It gives the crooks a reason for being late, but being late of course injects
an aura of importance that massages their ego. And the peasants will look

& up to them in great awe, like they witness the second coming.

Groo) MRNING,
MR. TRESIDENT!
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Mendicancy,
mendacity

THE former refers to beggars, the latter
to liars and cheats.

Now, haven't you noticed that mendican-
¢y in this country has become an institution
and art combmed, and mendacity a way of
life for most Pinoys, especially those in
Malacanang and Congress?

“The poor ye shall always have with you,"”
the Bible tells us, but I've never scen so
many of them on the streets nowadays, And
['ve never received so many envelopes ask-
-[rom
magazine delivery boys. postmen, garbage
collectors, security guards, ete, as this time

ing Tor Christmas gifls — 1.e., money

Indeed, Christmas has been transformed
into a scason of begging and lying and cheat-
ing, let alone carousing. It's been like this
really for a long, long time, but it’s just getting
worse and worse.

As ['ve smd in this space, while I don't
believe in Christmas, I don't fault those who
believe n it. Oh yes, [ believe in Christ and
Christianity, only that Christmas 1s, in my
beliel, not really Christian, Else, Christ would
have told us, directly or indirectly, to ob
serve it | hope | am wrong.
however, | think this
paper's readers will agree on what ['ve smd
on mendicancy and mendacity,

Contrary 1o what the Ramos administra
Lion has been trumpeting, along with 1ts pad

Right or wrong,

hacks n the media, the Philippine economy
isn’t booming at all. That there are foreign

investors here isn't because they trust the

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

General, it's simply because they see big money
in the 70 million Pinoys who multiply like
rabbits. Big money, despite the endemic grafl
and corruption. These Caucasians know how
things run in the Third World. Little wonder,
they can afford to “risk” millions, if not
billions, even in mainland China.

Going back. These mendicants — children
with, believe it or not, babies in thewr arms;
handicapped individuals; Aetas displaced by
Pinatubo; and the tools ol begging syndicates
(yes, there are, Baby) — don’'t make you
proud of being a Filipino, do they? No, they
don't, Rather, they make you ashamed of being
a Pinoy,

And ashamed to have elected Presidents
the likes of Marcos, Cory and Ramos who
have surrounded themselves with mendacious
v Sena-tongs and
Representathieves, (The crocs under the pre-
vious admimstrations, from Roxas to
Muacapagal, would look like house lizards.)

The mendicants deserve our pity and
sympathy, of course. Personally, I wish 1 could
help those who knock on the sides of my
karag-karag o little more

Yes. | wish I were like Ramos and his
lapdogs. They, the mendacious

croes as gpreedy as
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HEART
AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

Adoration”

WE CAN only imagine how beautiful Jesus
must have been as a babe.

We can only create images of a baby more
regal than the three Kings and yet more modest
than the shepherds.

In Heart and Hearth today, we can do better
than that.

We can quote the Blessed Mother her-
self. Then we would know what it was like
to behold the Holy Child.

In her words 10 St. Bridget of Sweden.

“And when | gave birth 1o Him, I brought
Him forth without pain, just as I had also
conceived Him with such great joy of soul
and body that in my rapture my feet did not
feel the ground on which they were standing.
And as He had filled my soul with happiness
on entering my body, so did he again come
forth in such a way that my whole body and
soul exulted with indescribable joy and in
such a way that my virginity was not im-
paired.

“How overwhelmed I was when [ perceived
and gazed at His beauty, and when I realized
that I was not worthy of such a Son.

*And then, too, when | looked at the places
where the nails would be driven into His hands
and feet, how my eyes filled with tears and
how my heart was torn with griefl! And when
my Son saw the tears in my eyes. He was
sad unto death.

“But then, when I contemplated the power
of His Divinity, I regained confidence, for |
knew that it was His will and that it would
be for the good, and | made my whole will
conform to His.

“Thus my happiness was ever mixed with
sorrow.”

And to Venerable Mother Mary of Agreda,
here is what the Holy Mother said.

“Who would be so hardened as not to be
moved to lenderness at the sight of their God
become man, humiliated in poverty, despised,
unknown, entering the world in a cave, lying
on a manger surrounded by brute animals,
protected only by a poverty-stricken Mother,
and cast off by the foolish arrogance ol the
world?

“"Who will dare to love the vanily and
pride which was openly scomed and con-
demned by the Creator of heaven and carth
in His actions? No one should despise the
humility, poverty, and indigence which the
Lord loved and chose for Himsell as the very
means of teaching the Way of Eternal Life.

“Few there are who stop to consider this
truth and this example, and as a resull of this
rank ingratitude only the lew reap the fruit
of these greal mysteries.....”

On the adoration of the Magi:

"My daughter, great were the gifts which
the Kings offered to my most holy Son, but
greater still was the affection with which they
offered them and the mystery concealed
beneath them. 1 wish you also to offer up
similar gifts. For | assure you, my dearest,
that there is no more acceptable gift 10 the
Most High than voluntary poverty.

“There are

few in the world who use

Is another Dark Age coming?

THESE wet and sometimes wintry Decem-
ber days, everyone | meet tells me the world
is aboul 10 enter another Dark Age.

When | ask, “How sure are you we have
alrcady left the present one?” they snarl and
wave the latest headlines before me. They
jabber about coincidental events likening our
present condition to iniquitous Sodom and
Gomorrah, which ended up the same way as
the investigation of our jueteng syndicates
— here today, gone lomorrow,

They invoke Pope John XXIII's predic-
tions of an Apocalypscan event descending
upon a wicked world before the year 2000,
The bad guys and the good guys both will
gel 1t in the neck.

There's more of this where it came [rom,
but —

With Christmas just four days away. it is
time to file our shadowy apprchension inside
the “hold™ baskel, and return to it only aflter
assessing the impacgof Christmas on our bank
accounts — assuming we have only one lefl
when the holiday debris clears.

We cannot pul it to rest, given the ten-
sions and cares of this madeap holiday seca-
son. Nor can we endorse this dire prophecy
to any Presidential or legislative investigat-
ing committees for resolution. This is one of
those topics they are certain to avoid like the
plague, lest the truth about their role in
fostering national darkness be suddenly re-
vealed. Light and brightness they will tackle
without a second thought, but an Age of
Darkness?

What ‘remains lor those with a sense of
history left in them is to sit back and to
reflect that every age of darkness ever vis-
ited upon the world inevitably gave way 1o
light, creative renewal and anticipation. This
15 something, ol course, not easily explained
among the elites in Philippine society. They
are engrossed in a cyclic, round-the-clock
activily designed to preserve power or Lo regain
it. Anything else that crowds into this life-:
long schedule i1s extrancous, and 18 speedily
casl aside.

temporal riches well and offer them to their
Lord with the generosity and love ol those
holy Kings. You too can make such an of-
fering of the things necessary lor sustenance,
giving a part 1o the poor. Your ceaseless offer,
however, must be love. which is the gold,
continual prayer, which is the incense; and
the patient acceplance of labors and true
mortifications, which is the myrrh, All that
you do for the Lord, you should offer up 10
Him with ardent affection.”

“Brown, Raphacl. The Life of Mary as Seen
by the Mystics. The Bruce Publishing Compa-
ny Milwaukee, 1951, pp. 124-1.5.

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice w hereby given thal the esiale of the late
JOSE M. JAVIER who died in Mandaluyanyg, Metro Manila
on Jan. 4 1981 has been extrajudicially sellled & g
1heir heirs per Doc No. 201, Page No 40, Book No 16
Senns ol 1995 of the Notary Public of Hecior B Centeno
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Underlying today's pessimism are certain
rationalizing myths that depict as inherently
insoluble problems that are basically socio-
political in nature, and for which solutions
can be and are being found,"says L.S.
Stavrianos, a prominent historian of the West.

Being only a metaphysical, rater an elec-
trical, engineer, Stavrianos is not likely to
win many converts [rom the political congre-
eations ol the world. How does his certainty
about solutions being readily available for
great current problems wash alongside the
practical experience of foday’s country lead-
ers?

How, to cile just one example, does a
country survive when its essentially flawed
national police force is unable 1o reduce the
incidence ol high and low crimes? How can
the hunger pangs of agrarian reform be stilled
when huge plantation projects bunkrolled by
foreign interests area allowed to swamp the
interests of small farmers? How can illegal
gambling games of chance like jucteng be
stamped out when the povernment operates
and maintains its own lotlery, sweepstakes
and gambling casino dens? How
cconomy designed to encourage loreign over

can an

Filipino investors endure once the alien
entreprencurs start going home?
The answer to all these questions s so

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

stark and simple one wonders why historians
like L.S. Stavrianos have not stumbled upon
it. The answer, according to a peasant leader
from my greal grandmother’s home town in
Bacolor, is simply that despite textbook
prophecies about what happens to nations who
accommodate darkness by the billion bush-
cls, the Philippines continues to survive
magnificently and with joyous vigor. Surely,
a day of reckoning must surely come from
having all these great problems housed under
one roof. Surely too, we will know what makes
the nation survive.

In the meantime, scholars will continue to
search lor answers to the conundrum.

That answer is close al hand. The answer
must surely lie in the Filipinos themselves.
It has nothing at all to do with economic text
or theory. It has everything to do, concluded
my peasant leader from lahar-swept Bacolor,
with the quality ol the Filipinos themselves.

RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION,
Morigagee/s,
versus
MARY ANN NICOLE T. SAMSON,
Mortgagor/s

postal address atl Lol 27, BIk
indebtedness, which as o! November 10,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
MNational Capital Judiclal Reglon
QUEZON CITY
—olo—

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-|udicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Rizal Commercial
Banking Corporation, morigage/s, against Mary Ann Nicole T
10 Mount Rindjani St., Filinvest |, Quezon Cily to satisty the morigaged
1995 amounts o THREE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY

FILE NO. FRE NO. 1318
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE MORITGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED.

Samson, morigagor/s, with residence and

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby given thal the eslate ol the late
FLORENTINA CRUZ who died in Manila on Jan 18, 1887
and the late BUENAVENTURA VERDOTE who died in
Quezon City on Nov, 16, 1892 has been extrajudicially
sottled among thelr hous per Doc. No 278, Page 56,
Baok 284, Series of 1995 of the Notary Public al Dienila
Marlil ol QC. on Oct 23, 1995

WE FORUM
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THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FOURTEEN PESOS AND 07/100 (P3,453,614.07) excluding penallies
charges, altorney's lees and all the legal fees and expenses lor the loreclosure and sale, the Ex-Oflicio
Sherilf of Quezon Cilty or her duly authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder
FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency, on the 19th day ol JANUARY, 1996, al 10:00 o'clock in the morning,
or soon thereafter, infronl of the main entrance ol the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Elliptical
Road, Dillman, Quezon City, the lollowing described real estale property, together with all the improvements
exisling thereon, o wil
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-135125%
Registty of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel ol land (Lot 27, Block 10 of the conso-subdn. plan (LRC) Pcs-16631, being a portion of the
cons. of Lois 28, 20 and 30, all described on plan PSD-32608, LRC Rec. No. 1037), situated in Capitol
Dist. Quezon City. Bounded on the NE., pls. 2-3 by Lol 26, Blk. 10, on the SE., pis. 3-5 by Road Lot
11, on the SW., points 56 by Lot 28, and points 6-7 by Lot 29, and on the NW., points 7-1 by Lot 2,
and points 1-2 by Lot 3, all ol BIk. 10, of the cons. subdn. plan X x x x X X x containing an area of THREE
HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN (327) SQUARE METERS, more or less
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-137222

Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcol of land (Lot 21-A of the subdn, plan (LRC} Psd-342100, approved as a non, subdn. project,
baing a portion of Lat 21, Blk. 63, Psd-57970, LAC Record No. 917), siluated In the Quirina Dist., Quezon
City, Melro Manila, Island ol Luzon Bounded on the NE., points 7 o 11 and 11 tc 1 by Road Lot 85,
Psd-57970, on the SE., W, and 5E., points 1 10 4 by Lot 21-B, of the subdn, plan; on the SW., points
4 lo 5 by Lot 22, Bik, 63, Psd-57970, and on the NW., painis 5 1o 7 by Road Lot 79, Psd-57970. x x
x x X containing an area o/ ONE HUNDRED SIXTY ONE SQUARE METERS AND FORTY SQUARE
D METERS (161,40) mote or less

Prospective biddars or buyars are hereby anjoined to investigale lor themselves the title ol the property
described above, and any encumbrancas, || any there be ;

Quazon Cily, Philippines, December 4, 1885

(Sgd,) MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
Clerk of Court & Ex-Ollicio Sherill
(Sgd.) MARINO V, CACHERO
Sherill VI
(Supervising Sheriff)

(Sgd.) SILVERIO P. BERNAS
(Deputy Sharifl In-Charge)

WARNING
18 absolutely prohibited 1o remove, deface or destroy this Nolice of Sherill's Sale, on or bafore the dale
ol the auction sale under penalty of the laws
COPY FURNISHED
1. ATTY. CASIANO P
333 Sen
Makati
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FLORES, JR 2
Gil Puyat Ave.,
Metra Maniia L

MARY ANN NICOLE T. SAMSON
Lot 27, Blk. 10 Mount Rindjani St.,
Filinvest |, Quezon City

1 & B, 1995
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- OPINION

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 255
LAS PINAS, METRO MANILA

MA CORAZON YAMAR VALENCIANO,
Pelitioner,
< Vorsus - CIVIL CASE NO 95-1236
EDMUNDO C. VALENCIANO,
Respondent
.a ¥

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

EDMUNDO C. VALENCIANO
San Rogque, Buhi, Camannes Sur

A motion for leave ol courl to serve summons by publicalion was liled by plaintiffs thru counsel

In an order dated December 4, 1995, service ol summons by publication was authonized by this court

Respondent Edmundo C. Valanciano is hereby summoned and required lo lile belore this court his answer to the petition
within sixty (60) days lrom the dale of lasi publication ol this summons, serving a copy thereol upon the pelitioner

Upon failure on his parl to do so as alorestaled. the pettioner shall take judamen! aganst you by defaull and demand
from this court the reliel applied lor in the pettion

Let this summons, as well as the order issuad by this court on December 4, 1995 and the pelition with all is annexes
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in Melro Manila once a week for twa (2] conseculive woeks

WITNESS the HON FLORENTINO M ALUMBRES, Judge of this court *'us 6lh day ol December, 1995

(Sgd ) JOSELITA P MACALDO
Officer-in-Charge

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 255
LAS PINAS, METRO MANILA

MARIA CCRAZON YAMAR VALENCIANO,
aka MARIZON YAMAR VALENCIANO,
Pattioner
- yelsus - CIVIL CASE NO 951236
EDMUNDO C. VALENCIANO,
Respondani
X

ORDER

Finding the "Ex-Parle Motion for |ssuance ol Summons by Publication,” filed by petitioner thru counsel, lo be wall-
taken, the same is hereby granled

WHEREFORE, the pelitioner is hereby granted leave lo cause the service of summons against the respondent by
publicalion in a newspaper of general circulation al least once a weak lor three conseculive weeks Likewise, lal a copy
ol this order logether with the peli be sent by registered mail to the last known address of delendan! and the latter
18 hereby ordered to lile an answer or responsive pleading thereto within sixty (60) days aller notice

SO ORDERED

Las Pifas, Metro Manila, December 4, 1995

(Sgd ) FLORENTINO M. ALUMBRES
Judge

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicisl Region
BRANCH , LAS PINAS, METRO MANILA

IN RE: PETITION FOR
ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE

MARIA CORAZON YAMAR VALENCIANO,
aka MARIZON YAMAR VALENCIAND,
- versus -
EDMUNDO C. VALENCIANO, L e o1 US-1200
Respandent
—wiwiein e X

EETITION

PETITIONER, by counsel, unio this Monorable Courl most respectiully alleges (hat

1. Petitionar is a Filipino, of legal age, and resident ol Country Woodstow, Town Homes 1, Bik 3, Lol 23, Las Pifas
Matro Manila. Although her real maiden name s MARIA CORAZON A YAMAR, pelilioner has besn more popularly know;l
and has been called, since childhood by her nickname MARIZON An alfidavit explaining this matler execulad by pelmonn;
is attached as Annex "A" and made an Integral parl hereol, along with all other annexes herelo,

2 On the other hand, respandent is lkewise a Filipino, ol legal age, and resident ol San Rogue Buhi Camarines
Sur, where he may be served with the processes ol this Honorable Coun

3. On November 8, 1975 pel roand g ! ware married al Buhi, Camarines Sur The marriage was duly
registerad with the Office of the Municipal Ciwil Regmtrar A copy ol s certification on the marriage is allached as Annex
“B". Out of said marriage threa (3) childien ware born namely, Cherry Ann Y. Valenciano (born on December 10 1978)
Johann ¥ Valenciano (born on July 10, 1981) and Joseph ¥ Valenciano (born on April 25, 1985). Copies ol the birth
cortifications issued also by the Olfice ol Ihe Municipal Civil Registrar of Buhi Camarines Sur (whore all said children
were born) are allached as Annexes “C* o "C-2°, respoctively,

nu‘ Slnc: H‘:o birth of the litst child of petilioner and respondent, said thrae (3) children have been under the care cuslody

a suppon ol palilionar
'“wngsm -2 Bpuh; oc:ﬂ,u\:rr:;tnst.:aln nucolw_sd material assistance from her parents whils she (petilionar) was living with

5 Indeed, at the Iime ol 1hair marriage, both petitioner and respondent were not hnancially capacitated o live as
husband and wife; they wore jobless and depended on their respactive parents for support, a situation which lasted durl;‘
the enlire length of Ihair cohabdation Mors senously, pelitioner and respondant — specially the latter — weore nol yo?
paychologically capacilated lo perfarm the heavy responsibilities of husband and wite al the lime ol their marriage and
in the nexi len yoars Consequently, these limes were wracked by constant bickerings and spals which al limes lnd to
violence Petitioner and respondent paried ways every now and then — she loeaving him with their child. than children
to be with her parents; and he, staying alone wilth his parenis. Thru their parents’s intercession lor the purpose of savin
the marriage, pelilionst and respondent would reconcile bul anly ta quarrel and parl ways again, and again, uniil atier rnE
birth ol the panies's third child, when petilioner decided o pul an end once and lor all to the hell that w.l‘s her mamage
1o respondel At that time, responden! was still jobless and did nol care fo look for a job; worse, his acls and u!!o!'mlcgs
cloarly demonsiratod o brazen distegard for, il not uller insensilivily to, hs mantal unien with pelilionar, as well ;s his
moral and legal obligations to her and their children. Respondent vittually neglected them, and mandesied a haid-sel
ptychological incapaciy 1o enter inio marnage and, certainly, live in it ' v 2 &

6. Aler petitioner and respondent separated in fact permanently, petitionar was cansirained 1o work as an overseas
conlract worker (OCW) By Ihen, pelitioner had rdalized the nead lor a |ob, considering that she had, and n.n,. to su J)or:
her three aloresaid children, whom she lell in the custody of har parants. With her income nnnlnonur. Was nbh; o -Ju:-mn
her children — in contrasl to respondent, who could nol care less al all lor them In lact. respondent had still |h-
If not the temarity, to live with another woman, ' 5 SO0

7 In all the years that the parties have been separated, (espondonl has not manilesled any sign ol reconciling with
petitioner and thair children Instead, he has shown downrighl indilferance bordering of hostilily towards them ¢

WHEREFORE, pelilianer most respoecilully prays to this Honorable Coun 1o render \udgment aller due hearing, thus

(a) To declare the marriage belween pelilioner and respondent, which was solemnized al Buhi, Camatines gsw o:\
November 8, 1975 to be NULL AND VOID, pursuant 1o the Family Cade of tha Philippines particularly Art 36 and 39 thereo!
In consonance with which this pelition is liled, but wilhout any prejudice 1o the r-ghr; under the law ol thar alo d
children, Cherry Ann Y Valenciano, Johann Y Valenciano and Joseph U Valenciano S

(b) To erder the Ollice of the Municipal Civil Registrar of Buhi Camarines Sur lo cancel the marrage registralion and/
or marnage coniract ol pelilione: and ¢ ponden!, and 1o make the necessary endorsemenis and/or acls relalive tharato

with any and all other governmenl! oflices concerned with said marriage registration;

(c) To order that psitioner and respondant are res fo remarry; and meantims, pelilionsar s also {ree lo use, as she
must, her maiden nama of MARIA CORAZON A YAMAR and to drop the family name ol VALENCIANO, and

(d) To allow peltioner 16 conlinue 1o lake care and have custody ol children CHERRY ANN Y VALENCIANO, JOHANN
Y. VALENCIANO and JOSEPH Y VALENCIANO

Petitioner lurther prays lor other raliels which this Honarable Court may deem proper 1o grant.

Makati Ciy for Las Pifias, Metro Manila, August 8, 1995
NOBLE LAW OFFICE

Counsal for Petilionar

3/F Prudential Bank Building
2182 Pasong Tamo, Makati City
By (Sgd) MAXIMINO NOBLE lil
IBP O.R No 363352

January 6, 1985

Pasay City

YERIFICATION/CERTIFICATION
I, MARIA CORAZON YAMAR VALENCIANO, a k.a MARIZON YAMAR VALENCIANO, Filipino, of legal age and residem
of Counlry Woodsrow, Town Homes 1, Blk. 3, Lot 23, Las Pifas, Melro Manila, under cath, depose and stale that: | am
the petitioner of the above-captioned patition; | have caused the preparation of ths foregoing petition, the allegations therein
ara trus and correct ol my own knowledge and beliel, | have nol commenced any aclion or proceeding involving the same
issue as in the instanl case belore any other tribunal or y, lo my k ledge, thers is no such action or proceeding
pending belore any Inbunal or agency, and i | should learn of any such action or preceeding, | undertake to report the

matter to this Honorable Court within five (5) days therelrom
(Sgd.) MARIA CORAZON YAMAR VALENCIANO
aka MARIZON YAMAR VALENCIANO

Deponent

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORM TO belore me a1 Makati City, this 15th day of August 1995, deponent exhibiting to me
his Residence Cerilication 5093730C issued at Las Pifas, Meiro Manila on August 7, 1895

(Sgd) MAXIMINO A NOBLE il
NOTARY PUBLIC

UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 1996

PTR NO. 410395

BACOOR, CAVITE JAN. 5, 1995

TIN: 135-420-354

Doc. No 302
Page No 61
Book No. |
Sernes ol 1995

ANNEX" ") ANNEX ”

WE FORUM
January 1 & 8, 1996
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Asians top world illiterates

UALA LUMPUR — Asia now accounts for

more than 700 million illiterate men and

women, or three-quarters of the world’s
population of 948 million illiterates.

The number of illiterates
in Asia and" the Pacilic re-
gion increased from 638
million in 1970 to almost 700
million in 1990, according to
an assessment made by the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO),

This is despite the fact that
literacy rate for the region
grew [rom 45.5 percent in
1970 to 65.2 percent m 1990,
It is expected to reach 71.1
percent by the end ol the
century.

A UNESCO analysis clas-*
sifies two groups ol illiter
ates. Analliterate 1s a person
15 years or older who cannol
read and write a short simple
statement about everyday life.

The first group lives in
rural areas where literacy 1s
reckoned to be at least 20
percentage points lower than
those for urban areas. The
second group is composed of
women. Slatistics show that
of every 10 illiterates in the
region, six are women.

The rate for women deter-
mines quite decisively the
overall literacy level. For

instance, it has o positive
imfluence on family life,
children’s education, health
and nutrition.

To solve the adult illiter-
acy problem in the region,
UNESCO launched the Asia-
Pacific Program for Educa
tion for All (APPEAL) n
1987, Aside [rom eradication
ol illiteracy, APPEAL also
aims at a upmiversal primary
education and
continuing cducation pro
grams.

In and the Pacilic
region. only Australia. New
Zealand, Japan and the repub
ol the Saviel
Union have achieved univer
sal literacy,

In recent years, Singapore
and South Korca joined the
list, largely composed ol
“industrialized nations.”

Aflghanistan, Nepal. Paki-
stan, Cambodia, Bangladesh,
and Bhutan have less than 50
percent literacy. India, Chi-
na, Bangladesh, and Pakistan
account for 590 million illit-
crates in the world.

Population growth, quali-
ty of lile. health and envi

ol

pProvision

Asia

lics former

Three-quarters of the
world’s 948 million
illiterates are from Asia

ronmental problems have been
identificd some ol the
urgent issues that require
attention :n Asia and the
Pacific 1o realize the goal of
basic education for 80 per
cent of the regron’s children
by the year 2000.

“How elfectively education
leaders and education
community as i whole respond

HES

the

1o these major ¢hallenges will
on Lhe
future

have a direct ellect

quality of hife and
.ll'\'u]n!mln.':ll ol the lL"__'IlJlI.“
a UNESCO reporl says

The UNESCO reporl. L
ted Education for Develop
ment: Kesponding 1o New
Challenges, notes thal 3,400
million or almost wo-thirds
of the world™s total popula-
ton live in and the
Pacilic region.

The region’s annual growtl

Asia

rate is 1.7, although growth
rates difler from country o
country, The highest
come [rom countries with the
largest populations

rales

HIV deaths. .. ¢ronpueerr

(became available in 1961) or
streptomycin.

“All these drugs are over
95 per cent elfective and cost
as little as US $13 in devel-
oping countries for the [ull
course ol treatment,” the
WHO pointed out.

Since Dr
Waksman
streptomysin — now used less
frequently because ol its high
cosl, high 1oxicity and the
need to administer it by means
of mjection — 10 other anti-
TB medicines have bheen
developed. But smee 1966, no
new anti-TB drug has been
introduced.

This worries healthy experts
as the highly contagious dis-
case 1s slowly creeping back,
Whalt is even more alarming
is that new sirains of TH dely
the anti-TB medicines.

“These strains more
dangerous 1o the mdividual
and the community because
they are substantially more
difficult and expensive 1o
treat,” WHO said.

“Drug-resistant TB throws
us back into the last century,
when the only thing you could
do was lock the person up so
he doesn't spread it." said Dr
Richard Bumgarner, WHO's
tuberculosis deputy director.

Selman
discovered

are

According to WHO, one
third ol the world's popula-
tion or 1.7 million people are
infected with TB. Al any one
time, between 9 and |1 mil
lion people are sutfering from
active TB. 95 per cent for
them in Asia. Alnica and Latin
America

Every year. TB claims
nearly three  million lives.

Hall-a-million c¢hildren from
the developing world die (rom
TB annually 1990
and 1999, million
pt‘(}[?!l_‘ will die because ol 1t
In Asia, TB is one ol the
moslt prevalent inlectious dis
cases, The Philippines holds
the record as having the mosi
number ol TB cases with
324.9 per 100,000
(DEPTHRews)

Between

saane A0

Clses

Habitat I .. . w2

They made new proposals
1oy l|t‘\-‘\'|np _|__'l'::\\”| centers
outside Metro Manila and 1o:

« localize proposals on
housing and sheler;

* revise loresiry programs
to cover Limber needs, envi
ronmental and n
digenous agro-forestry pri
Lhees,

concerns

total
and

the
waler

. dt:|;l\
privahization ol
POWET services,

« recover the costs of hous
ing
and

SCrvices 1o govermment,

* study its role in coordi-
nating a housing program lor
all, from urban
rural women.

dwellers o

Participants also envi
stoned programs that will

intensify population policies,
cducate people and ¢commu
nitwes on obhigations 1o man
age or Tully eliminate sohd
waste products, and study the
soctal costs and benelils ol
housing and shelter,

A dralt plan
]‘1'L‘]'.|I'\'t| h_\' Ih&.' national o
cal point for Habiar 11, the
vovernment’s Housmmg and
Urban l)c\'ulnpnn'nl Coor
dinating Council (HUDCC)
Its chairman, Dionisio de la
Serna. national
consultation workshop held
recently:

“This plan and the Plulip
e report an housing are parl
ol our responses to the chal
lenge of making our ¢ities
livable now and i the future.

« DEPTHRnews

has been

sand aloa

“Continued  population
growth presents major prob
lems Tor cconomic growih and
for tackling problems such as
poverty and the need to un
prove health services and the
adequate provision of lTood.”
says the report.

Due 1o the surging popu
lation in the region, primary
school-aged population gen
crally ol 610 11 years old 1s
expected to merease from 409
million 1o 481 million by the
year 2000,

Although the gquality of il
differs e
report siays,

AMongE >ociclics
bhasie cle
ments are ally
ed, These include a
able lile expectancy, adequate
lood nutrition,

some
gene aceept
reason
and hasic
housing and clothing, adeqguate
meome, and meaningful em
ployment, access (o healthand

cducation services, and abil-
ily 10 partiicipale in comimu-
nity life and cultural pursuits.

The report, however, notes
that over the past decade, the
ceconomic performance of
many developing countries in
the region has been impres-
SIVeE,

Average gross national
product (GNP) per capita in
current dollars for countries
in Eastern Asia and the Pa-
cific mereased 1o USS390
from the previous USS230
during the same period.

*Overall economic condi-
tions in their region remained
strong in 1990 1o 1992, de-
spite deterioration in the world
cconomy,” the report says.

But despite the impressive
cconomic development, pov
Criy  remians
the

; i"-‘w-\‘rl_\, s

4 major prob
lem m region,

ollen associ
ated wath low educanion stan
al relevant

; \
and lack

cployment skills,” 1t savs

dards

Furthermore, diseases con
Linue 1o take its toll an the
recion, The dreaded Acquired
lmmune Deliciency Syndrome
(AIDS) has already reached

pandemic proportions and
observed within parts of the
Asia-Pacific region.

The Geneva-based World
Health Organization (WHO)
says (hat more Asians than
Alricans will be newly inlect-
ed by the mid-1990s.

“In the absence of a vac-
cine, education for the pre-
vention of behaviors that lead
1o infection with HIV/AIDS
is essential,” the UNESCO
reporl stresses.

According to the report,
Asia and the Pacific face such
environmental problems as
deforestation, air and water
pollution, floods and land-
slides, reduction of hiologi
cal diversity and particular
problems wilh
urban hfe in large cities

assoclaled

“Environmental education
[or sustminable development
is @ high measure 1n promot-
mg and mtegrating the phi
losophy, goals and objectives,
i'“ll'\'t’[‘l\- and strategies {or
sustamable development into
the teaching-learming process
for all types ol levels and
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HOUSING PROBLEM: National plan of aciton needed.

Habitat II conference

tackles housing problem

By PERLA ARAGON-CHOUDHURY

HE Philippines is at work on a plan of action
on housing and shelter in preparation for the
Second UN Conference on Human Settlement
— Habitat IT — as contribution to the global pro-
gram to alleviate the living conditions of people

worldwide.

By 2000 - [ive years irom
now - hall of the world will
be living and working in cities
and towns, with the other half
increasingly rehant on these
places for economic surviy
al.

Philippine preparatory
activities for Habitat I in-
clude making a national plan
ol action tat will contribute
to a Global Plan of Action
(GPA) on the conlinuing
deterioration in the living
conditions of a large number
of people worldwide.

Participants of the nation-
al consultation did not always
accept the policy recommen-
dations in the draft plan of
action — itsell drawn [rom
the carlier workshops — on
settlements; poverty, employ-
ment and productivity, phys-
ical and social infrastructure;

environment; housing, gender
sensitivity and livelihood
For ‘instance, Sr. Annie
Ambion, FMM, of the Buhay
and Bahay Foundation, asked
for a clarification of a
on lorced evichions

ban
“l'.\l.\'l.'l
1 'lnll_\ exceptional circum
stances
Another reachion 1o Lhe
draft plan concerns the ab-
sence of a framework which
had upset Pechi Gonzalez ol
the Philippine Women's Um
versity,  She  and  her
groupmates then formulated
one based on human rights
and sustainable development.
They also asked themselves
if they should allow market
forces to determine the de-
velopment of human settle-
ments as a reaction o a speech
by HUDCC Secretary-Gener-
al Antonio Hidalgo who heads

Habitat 11, which will be held in Istanbul next
June has been dubbed by UN Secretary-General
Boutros- Boutros Ghali “the City Summit™ in its
aim to place urbanization at the top of interna-

tional and national development

the government’s secretarial
for Habitat 11 and who trig
gered off o spirited discus
sion by saying:
"Well-intentioned state
lorm ol
subsidies might slow down the

intervention in the

ability of megacities 1o give
us a competitive edge in
today's global cconomy. The
draft plun has madvertently
overlooked the role of mar
ket torces in land use, envi
ronmental protection, mobil-
iy and right-ol-way questions
in housing areas,”

And led by Corazon
Juliano-Soliman. shelter ac
tivist, the third group took
exception to the reason cited
by the dralt plan for the
problem in meeting the need
for housing

“Lack of resources? But
there's money [rom lotto

agendas.

rechanneled debi
servicing funds or debt-for
housing swaps, It's a malter
ol managing funds, transpar
ency in budget preparation and
citizen prepuration,” they said.

On the long processing
time for housing loans, Sr
Anme's group called for lesser
bureaucracy, more funds for
soctialized housing and more
allordable alternatives to sin-
gle detached homes or the
accepted medium-rise build

pm-,'x:cd\-‘

communal and rental
housing and housing coops.

In gencral, participants
accepted a moratorium on the
conversion ol prime agricul
tural lands unul food securi
shall have
been defined but they suggesi
ed inits stead the maximized
use of existing urban land.

(Page 11, please)
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HIV deaths traced
to medical error

NEW YORK -- Improper treatment of tuberculosis (TB)
among people infected with the AIDS virus is robbing more
than a quarter of a million people each year of an extra two
years of healthy life.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that as
many as two-thirds of all HIV-positive people who seek
treatiment are misdiagnosed or improperly treated for TB, the
leading infection that kills HIV-positive people.

An estimated 266,000 HIV-positive people will die from
TB this year out of a total 600,000 AIDS-related deaths.,

HIV  or tor of the

v | Improperly | Yot
cautes, AIDS treated el sam:
{noite e for 1B, il
oy | many HIV | 500 G
patients
could die in
two years’
 time

ailment that that TB pa-
destroys the tients take
body's de- their anti-TB
{enses against medicine ev-
other diseas- ery day.

es. Unsuper-

According vised Ltreal-
lo Dr. Arata ment allows
Kochi, direc- patients lo
remain infectious for longer periods, putting family mem-
bers, friends and health workers at risk. It also increases the
likelihood that the patient will not recover from TB,

The answer, according to WHO, 1s a low-cost strategy
known as DOTS or ‘Directly observed Treatment, Short course’,
The DOTS strategy requires a health worker or volunteer to
walch each TB patient swallow a specific regimen of TB
medicines daily for six months.

The drugs being used have no serious side effects for
people who are HIV-positive and are almost 100 per cent
effective in curing TB patients. It is used with equal success
in New York City and Tanzania.

Dr. Peter Piot, director of the United Nations AIDS Program
(UNAIDS), said there was a great overlap between HIV/
AIDS and TB.

“If UNAIDS can succeed in preventing the spread of HIV,
there will be much less TB in the world,” he said.

“If Global TB Program can succeed in establishing more
effective TB control programs, we can greatly extend the
lives of HIV-positive people and save considerably on the
cost of caring for AIDS patienis,” ¢ added.

Al the moment, just nine per cent of TB deaths are related
to AIDS bul the percentage is expected to almost double to
17 per cent within five years.

WHO has warned against the use of the widely prescribed
anti-TB drug thiacetazone in AIDS endemic areas.

The drug is inexpensive, but when il is used on patients
who are HIV-positive it can cause the skin to detach from
the body and has other severe side ellects in up to 27 per
cent of casces.

“We need to help equip primary health care workers with
the means to incorporate AIDS prevention and TB control
strategies intp their day-to-day activities.” said Dr. "aul Nunn,
chief of the Global TB Program's research unit."TB workers
need to understand how HIV will exploit unsound TB prac-
tices.”

“The TB epidemic is growing larger and more dangerous
because the world 1s Tatling to make use of the effective anti-
TB medicimes at its disposal over the past [ew decades,” said
Dr. Kochi,

He continued: “We are shooting ourselves in one foot by
making poor use of existing anti-TB medicines. Now, we are
about to shoot ourselves in the other foot by failing to develop
new TB drugs [or use in the future.

According to the WHO, multidrug-resistant TB does not
develop naturally, but is created by health workers who
improperly administer anti-TB drugs.

“*MDR-TB develops when the treatment of a TB patient
is inadequate or incomplete, thereby allowing some of the
stronger baeilli 1o survive and multiply,” WHO explained

Those that survive MDR-TB require expensive (reatment.
The cost of treating o patient with MDR-TB can exceed US
$250.,000, nearly 100 times the cost of treating most other
TB cases,

Modern anti-TB treatment, known as a short-course che-
motherapy (5CC) is a cocktail of four anti-TB drugs, usually
including tablets of isoniazid (introduced in 1952), rifampicin
(came oul in 1966), pyrazinamide (also in 1952), and ethambutol

(Page 11, please)
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