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ESTRADA PITCHES IN

Anti-crime drive

Page

3

tops Ramos’ agenda

-

President Ramos confers with Executive Secretary Peter Garrucho during a Cabinet meeting at Malacaiang’s State Dining Room. Also in photo are Vice President Joseph Estrada,

Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus and Finance Secretary Ramon del Rosario Jr. (Malac. anang Photo)

Ihe philosophy of marriage—-Page 5




An Exposeé on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly income was P29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,

highest monthly income declared was 55 £212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 1989,

million. £341 million in 1990, and P428 million for
1991.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In only five and a half years of operation, from

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the July 1986 to December 31, 1991, the new

government was P2.1 billion. PAGCOR has already remitted a total of
12.9 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
witholding taxes.

Number of Casinos

There were 10 casinos then. ‘Today there are only 8 casinos in operation.
Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President’s directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizable increase in PAGCOR's

income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances 1o the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, Cities hosting the casinos
and the Philippine Sports Commission. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations.
With the substantial amount it remits to the government, PAGCOR has become the third biggest
revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in
the past.

K\ vAGC‘O Responding Through Responsible Gaming
&

¢ = -
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\\ )) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Ramos’ priorities:
.Crime and amnesty

By ERIC §. GIRON

President Fidel V. Ramos, who has inherited the infirmities left to

‘ ‘l ET US all lay to rest our enmities and our conflicts” is a priority of

fester by Corazon C. Aquino’s administration. *First we must
restore civic order. For without stability, businesses cannot run.”

To restore peace and order,
Ramos pledged to work with
Congress for the grant of am
nesty to “errant reformists,’
General unconditional amnesty
to include those charged with
illegal possession of firearms or
crimes in furtherance of rebel
lion has been proposed and op
posed by AFP Chief Lisandro
Abadia, Abadia preferred “se
lective amnesty” but now con-
forms with general amnesty.

Ramos took cognizance of
the gravity of the prevailing
crime situation in seeking a re-
vival of the death penalty for
“very heinous and brutal types
of crime,” drug trafficking, and
offenses involving the use of
unlicensed firearms.

The leftist New People's
Army, rightist military rebels,
and secessionist Moro National

«$Liberation Front are wary of

Ramos" amnesty proposal which
could be intended as mere propa-
ganda. Since Ramos is continu-
ing Mrs. Aquino’s policics, the
rebels see no fundamental dif
ference between his and the past
administration,

The leftists see no point in
discussing conditional or un-
conditional surrender unless 641
political prisoners, SOmore than
the 591 [reed by President
Aquino in February 1986, are
immediately released. Mrs.
Aquino claimed she restored
democracy. But why are 20 de-
tainees without charges, 27 are
minors (below |8 years) among
the 39 women, twoof them preg-
nant, 29 sick and disabled, and
196 others convicted of non
political crimes?

Humanrights advocaies told
Ramos: “The prisoners are your
prisoners, whom you put in jail
in previous administrations.”
Ramos as Mrs. Aquino’s AFP
chief of staff opposed the gen-
eral release of political prison-
ers.

ANTI-CRIME BODY

To give Vice President

loseph Estradasomethmg to do,
President Ramos offered hun a
crime-fighting body to toy with
Estrada liked the role ol Supe:
Copwhich could boost his presi
dential plans for 1998, But now
this body has become an 1ssue
that could cause a rift between
Ramos and Estrada.

Politics dissuaded Ramos
from olfering Estrada a line de-
partment wluch 15 one of the
spoils that go to the victors. Bul
when Estrada found Justice Sec.
Franklin Drilon's drafl on the
Presidential Anti-Crime Com
mission reduced 1t o nothing
more than a supervisory and
coordinating body, Estrada
charged into Drilon's office de-
manding “teeth™ for his tooth
less paper tiger,

Sensing Estrada’s surly
mood, Drilon admonished the
press: “Huwag ninyo kaming
pag-awayin.” A bloodthirsty
media may yet succeed in pit
ting Estrada against Ramos and
his Cabinet men, Ramos ex
plained he could not give Estrada
broader powers as there are
cnough law-enforcing agencies
dealing with crime.

There are indeed legal con
straints to the crime commis
sion plan. However, Sen
Heherson Alvarez has filed a
bill on the establishment of a
Presidential Anti-Crime Com
mission  which might water
down Estrada's concept of a
superbody. It will mobilize and
coordinate all law-enforcing
agencies, have experienced of
ficials with full authority to file
and prosecute serious crime
cases and a Crime Watch com
mittee which will go down 1o
municipal levels in enlisting
citizens in the crusade against
crime. [t will have P100 million
appropriation.

[f Ramos will carnestly back
up Estrada in the fight againsi
¢rime, the commission might
yet prove effective.

Sen. Emesto Herrera and

Rep. Teodulo Natividad, guick
o see the potential publicity 1o
be derved rom an anti-crime
|‘(\<!‘\. Iiled a
with the

jo1nl resolution
Senate and the House
to form a ld-man legislative
counmission o \ll'll}" the CAUSCS
of alarming eriminality in the
country and to recommended
new laws 1o combat them. How
necessary is 1t for lawmakers to
play cops agamst hoodlunis i
uniform and criminals?

Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim,
prior to his clection, proposed
an elite metropolitan police
lorce with higher pay for his
campaign against crune dt'.\'pi[t:
the existence of the Philippine
National Police.

But too many cooks might
spoil the broth. Has anybody
thought that the solution may
lie in instilling iron discipline
on the standing PNI* and the
Ammned Forces and in weeding
outundesirables? Policemen and
soldiers make the worst crimi-
nals because they are armed.

TWO-YEAR CASE ENDS
lt ook twoyears for million
businessman  Rodolfo
Manalili and four policemen to
be convicted lor the kidnap
murder of University ol the

dire

Philippines students Emesto
(Cochise) Bernabe and Ana
Lourdes (Beebom) Castarios 1o
double life imprisonment (1wo
times 17 years), Nineteen po-
licemen were implicated in the
grisly murders.

Manalili promised (o pay
I’50,000 1o the policemen to kill
Roberto Herrera whom he sus
pected of killing his brother
Delfin in 1989. The policemen
got the wrong man (Cochise)
and a nicce ol Joy Manalili
(Beebom), Because the abduc
tors had been recognized by the
sweethearts, the lalier were
stabbed to death. Their bodies
were exhumed Trom shallow
graves at San Agustin, San
Fernando (Pampanga) two
months after their abduction

o

from Tunog, Quezon City

The ensuing string of hei
nous crimes involving “hood
lums inuniform™ prompied PN
Chiel Cesar G, Nazareno to
clamp down on wngger-happy
policemen like the one who shot
in the head and killed Renato
Custodio, 30, member of the
religious cult Reserved Man
power of Good Wisdom tor All
Nations.

Some 5,000 cultists bused
from Cavite, Zambales and
Pateros were carlier led by Aleli

RAMOS, ESTRADA: Joining hands vs. crime,

Bemnaldez Pen to the Batasange
Pambansa during the canvass
ing of ballots, Blocked from
EDSA.,
shouting “people power™ and
snagging tralhic atop the flyo
ver near Camps Agumaldo and
Crame. P
on the culuists, firing guns in the
air,

Slugs lired [rom Police Of-
ficer 3 Camilo de Vera's .38-
caliber revolver were found by
the criminal laboratory 1denti-

entering, they left for

olice swooped down

cal with the bullet that killed
Custodio. De Vera was charged
with homicide by Criminal In-
vestigation Service lawyers.,
Nmne other policemen were de-
tained on order of Nazareno.
Pending the creation of
Estrada’s commission, Ramos
directed Sce. Rafael Alunan 11
to crack downon policemen and
soldiers involved in cnme.
Alunan said "We will not
tolerate lawbreakers among our

(Next page, please)
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law enforcers like the butchers
(ten policemen)” who brutally
raped four women in $an
Femando, LaUnion three weeks
ago and dumped their bodies
along the highway in Sablan,
Benguet.

Ramos 1ook special interesl
in the filing of murder charges
against 11 Pangasinan police-
men linked to seven cases of
“salvaging” from 1990 10 1992
including the rubout of slay sus-
pect Alfredo (Manuel) del
Rosario in 1991. Rosario’s
hogtied body was found four
kilometers away from the po-
lice station in Lingayen,
Pangasinan.

On the complaint of three
mothers, Ramos told Alunan to
bring to justice members of the
Quezon City Special Weapons
and Tactics team linked to the
kidnap-murder of three high
school students —Angelito
Escotillo, 15, Don Ballesteros,
15, and Emesto Vanosa, 18—
whose bodies were found along
Mindanao Avenue, North
Fairview, Quezon City on June
24. Joel Lacson, 17, escaped
from being a fourth victim.

In Silang, Cavite, the killing
ofbusinessman Manuel Antomo
(Bong) Mitra III. cousin of
former Spcaker Ramon Milra
Jr., supposedly over a “minor
traffic altercation” was declared
a “cold-blooded killing,” The
victim was shot with a machine
pistol by a ponylailed mestizo.
A bullet struck Mitra’s son
Manuel Antonio IV in the right
foot. His daughter Melissa Ann
was not hurt.

Theassailantin a land cruiser
backed up by a van and two
sedans was said to be among the
ten bodyguards of a ranking
government official. The Mitra
family is offering P100,000 re-
ward o anyone who can “fur
nish solid, substantial informa-
tion” on the killing of Bong
Mitra.

DISSENT AT PUP

The sight ol policemen in
uniform and n plainclothes
dragging away 27 students and
faculty members of the Poly
technic University of the Phil-
ippines from their Sta. Mesa
campus brings back bitter
memories of Ferdinand Mar
cos' mailed-{ist régime and po-
lice brutalizing students seek
ing lower tuition fees in front of
the Department of Education,
Culture and Sports in Intramuros
in the past administration,

Professor Eric Torres,
spokesman  of the PUP
multisectoral forum, who was
accused of illegal assembly with
Jonathan Batangan, student
council president, Jojo Cueva,
board of regents secretary, and
21 others, significantly stated at
police headquarters: “This is my
third arrest. The first was under
Man‘gs‘ the second under Cory,
and now under Ramos.” The
Student Christian Movement

readicd its owncharges of physi:
cal injuries and human rights
violations against the police
men.

It all began when Dr.
Nemesio Prudente resigned as
PUP president in April 1o run
for the Senate, The students and
faculty members barricaded the
gates to prevent Dr. Jaime
Gellor, former Cebu State Col
lege head, from taking over the
country's biggest instilution
with 58,000 students, 3,000
teachers in 30 universities and
ten campuses, Gellor was ap-
pointed by Mrs. Aquino on the
recommendation of DECS Scec
Isidro Carino.

With police SWAT teams
firing guns n the air, Gellor
stormed the barricades, simashed
the padlocks and occupied the
president’s seal. Despite the
storm troopers” Lype ol takeo
ver, Mrs. Aquino did not lilt a
finger to settle the controversy
This was complicated by a cour!
with back
wages Isabelo Crisostomo,

order reinstating

president of the Philippine Col
legeof Commerce (former nime
of PUP) until 1976.

It took 12 years before Ma
nila Judge Teresita Dy-Liacco
cleared Crisostomo ol gralt and
corrupiion charges. She ruled

‘that the PUP board of regents

and the educalion secretary solve
the issuc on Gellor, who refused
1o vacate his position. The issue
was whether the court order re-
instating a lormer president
should prevail over a presiden

tial appoiniee. Now it's no longer
a question of who has the right
to sit as president. The students
and adivided [aculty don 't wanl
Gellor as president

What's the impediment (o
his removal by the new admin-
istration and naming Crisostomao
or somebody acceptable 1o all?
The entire universily is preju
diced by the suspension ol
classes from July 3 1o 13 while
government authorities have
dismissed the controversy as a
police problem,

Incoming DECS Sece
Armand Fabella was briefed on
the PUP status and the hunger
sirike of 44 1eachers secking
reinstatement at the Philippimne
Independent Church cathedral
on Tall Avenue. A total of 354
teachers who demonstrated lor
salary adjustments which the
budget department said had been
released to the DECS were sub
jected 1o Caniio's “discipline”
of firing them.

The teachers accuse Caruio
of refusing to attend court heas
ings despite subpoenas served
him l[or eircumventing or (ram
pling school laws. One case in
point is the PUP board ol re
gents' opposition to Gellor's
installation as president. The
[nternational labor Organiza
tion, based on ILO Convention
laws B7 (1948) and 98 (1949)
supported the teachers’ right o
peaceful assembly to air their

gricvances and toremstatement,
NPA FLAUNTS AMNESTY

Despite the Armed Forces’
cluim that the NPA force has
diminished from 24,000 1o
16,000, it proved that itcan stll
muster sporadic resistance.
Filty-ninc persons were Killed
and six were injured in the ini-
nal encounter of two companies
of the 72nd Infantry Battalion
with about 100 NPA members
at 8:30 wn. June 25 in Gacab,
Malibong., Abra. Forty NPA in-
surgents died Irom Philippine
Air Force helicopter bombing
and straling.

More rebels reinforeed their
comrades while PNP elements
backed up the army troops. Six
mijured troopers were airlifted
1o anearby stauon hospital. Nine
soldiers died in the clash. The
lierce tirelight was still
progress after hive days.

A jeep enroute 1o Solana,
Cagayan bearing L1, Zaldy
Gerommo of A Company 65th
Infantry Battalion, asoldier and
amilitia manstuck arebel land
mine at Tuao, Cagayan, wound
ing the tno

Wanted NPA-appointed
“Mayor™ Cormelio Fuerte in the
[locos region was captured by
intelligence operatives in Laug,
lHocos Norte, In Quezon proy
ince, the military captured on
Tl 2the Ragrario couple. L
Mayor and wile Ana Mari
Esperanza, with brother Augusto
Manuel, leaders of the South
ern Luzon Commission and the
Bicol regional parly comimit
lee.

In Southern Mindanao. the
surrender of rencgade priest
Frank Navaraknownas KaMigo
and his 120-man armed guer
rilla group who ambush mili
tary and police lorces, 18 under
negotiations. The ex-priest senl
surrender Teelers alter two ol
s hewenanis surrendered 1o
the PNP in Region 11 over the
weekend

PNJ? Supermtendent Manuel
Salimbangon said, “The com
mwst movement has lost s
direction. The National Demo
cratic Front is i a quandary as
1o what they are now, They are
engaged m banditry 1o support
themselves

GENERAL AMNESTY

General unconditional am
nesty m itsell 15 not a panacea
for political instability. There
can be no peace il the status quo
rematns unchanged. Relevantto
this,cashiered Lt Cal, Gregorio

Honasan, head ol the RAM

."

CRIME IN THE STREETS: Priority program.

(Rebolusvonarvong Alyansanyg
Makabayan), cites the Teight
talking pomnis™ he subnutied to
the Aquino govermiment in No
R lists the

vember wlich

rebels” creed from clean elec
tions 1o an honest and efficient
governmenl

There can be no peace il
Ramos pays back ITraudulent
foreign loans, which Congress
opposed in adebt-cap bill which
Mrs. Aquino vetoed, Therebels
blame the heavy debtburden for
the deterioration of Philippine
lile and They are
against placing the economy l
the mercy ol the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank.,

operating the obsolete Bataan

Flii]:_'IL'\\

Nuclear Power Plant, and squan
derng money m another defec
tive land reform program.
Ramos told Japan's Prime Min
ister Toshiki Faifu, who at
tended his inauguration, thit he
would pursue Mrs, Aquino’s
CCONOIMIC Progriam.,

The carryovers Trom the
Aquino sdmupmstration like m
surgency, crime, the devastal
ing electric power outages and
cutolf ol water supply in Metro
Manila, plus other problems thal
crop up from day 1o day are
testing the capability ol Presi
dent Ramos under stress, Even
belore he had completed one
week in office, eriticisms were

hurled agawnst s “elite™ Caly

LEGAL NOTICE

Natice is hereby given thal the estate of the late JOSE REYES who

nel men, some ol them with
pending court cases

But the citizens are keeping
theirminds open and their hopes
alive under the new administra
tion. While Ramos is still sad-
dled with the l{lll) ol sweeping
up the mess left by the pasl
luke
steps 1o respond tothe people

administration, he must

needs and use his powers wisely.

For the first 100 days. he

4

will be walking a tightrope. If 9

he clears it with [ying colors,
the citizens” support will beas
sured. But if he falls Mat on his
face, the lickle pubhc will de-
ride him. This is the sensitive
spot he is in alter the people
have gone through the travails
of an effete Aquino administra-
tion.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
TO CORRECT THE ENTRY IN THE

CIVIL REGISTRY AS TO THE NAME
OF ANN MARIE KATHLEEN FAVORITO

SPS CONRADO AND MARILYN FAVORITO

Patitioners

ORDER

This s a verilied petition llled by Sps. Conrado and Marilyn Favorito

SP. PROC. NO. Q-92-12239

through Counsel, praying that alter due notice publication, and hearing
an order be Issued directing the Local Clvil Hegistrar ol Quezon City to
correct the Birth Cerificate as to the name ol Ann Marie Kathlean
Favorito being 1he true name ol their child /

WHEREEOQRE let this case be sel lor hearing on Augus! 3, 1992 al
830 o'clock in the maming Notice is hereby given that anyone who has
objec tion thareto should lile his'her opposition on or belore the sched
uled hearing

L&l this order be published al the expense of the petiliongrs once a
week for Ihree (3) conseculive weehs in the "We Forum™, a newspaper
of general circulation in Metro Manila pursuant to P.D. No. 1079

Further, petitioners shall give copies and show proofof service ol this
order, and the petition with its annexes to the Ollice ol the Sollicilor
General and to the Office of the Local Civil Registrar of Quezon Cily
Metra Manila

died intestate al Silang, Cavite on July 12, 1981 was extrajudicially
seftled among his heirs namely Gervacia Vicente Vda de Reyes
Eulrocina Reyes, Forlunalo Reyes, Daniel Reyes, Salud Heyes,
Candelaria Reyes and Lilia Reyes, as appearing in Doc. No 415, Page
No, B6: Book No 88; Series of 1992 ol Notary Public Atty. Jose P. Lopez
of Manila

WE FORUM
July 6, 13 & 20, 1992

SO ORDERED
Quezon City, Metro Manila, 2

WE FORUM
June 29 July 6 & 13, 1992

7 May 1992

(Sgd) JOSE M. AGUILA
Judge
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The philosophy of marriage

By PLACIDO P. DIAZ

INCE PHILOSOPHY is simply the study of the origin, the cause and the

reason of being, I hope nobody will prejudge this article as intended only

for the high-brow. For it is my ardent wish thatit will prove beneflicial for
all We Forum readers. Beset as we are today with a host of problems with no
solutions in sight at least in our own lifetime, taking a good look at Marriage in
order to steer clear of the heartaches, the miseries, and the burden of guilt that
most who contract it fall prey to ought to be a welcome respite.

Actually, what moved me 1o
write aboul this wopic was the
loss of my own contract with
NHA (National Housing Author
ity) personnel that | conduet
some ol their First Friday devo
tions due 1o the fact that they
could not permit me (o express
my liberal outlook on their tra
dittonal Catholic preserve. The
last subject | tackled with them
was divoree, linformed them ol
the fact that in Italy where the
Pope is in residence, divorce
won majorily acceplance in a
referendum and | wondered
what will happen in the Philip
pines if the 1ssue were put 1o a
vole,

But what must have raised
their insecurity (o intolerable
levels was my asserlion that |
am in favor of divorce since the
matter, after all, is confined 1o
the political plane. The Catho
lic Church does not recognize
civil marriage but many Catho
lics take that oplon anyway lor
various reasons. the foremost ol
which is lNnancial constraint. |
told them | had no problem with
people seeking civil divorce al
ter discovering their civil mar-
riage lo have been amistake. On
the other hand, as a Catholic and
a Chnstian, | adhere strictly to
Jesus Christ's stand: “"What Ged
has joined ogether, let no man
put asunder.”

This is precisely where the

philosophy ol iz e imust be
grounded, The Fundamental
question is: Ismarmage adivine
mstitunon or a purely human
social arrangement? The answer
obviouslyis: both, The mandate
o “merease and mulliply anc
(il the carth™ 15 Goxd's, How' Lo
fulfill thatmandate is up toman
”l:'.\ th'.ll:..-
imdependently of Hhe Creator

And man can do

nay even m deliance ol his
Maker. and. thus the world s
populated with the ‘Nowhere
Man"" who knows not where lic
came, where he s, much less
where he 1s going.

In any philosophical discus
sion, the Lirsts stepas thedelnm
tion ol terms i order (o pre
clude misunderstanding. Here,
1 deline marriage as the right 1o
exercise sexual power. Sothat a
marriage hicense is the pernns
sion granted to indulge msexual
intercourse, or copulation. End
less debales are conducied every
year in schools todetenmine the
morality ol premantal sex o
the 1ssue has literally become
merely academic

Morality 1s the standard or
measure of right and wrong, ol
good and evil, "By ther Truips
shall kinow
Chirist advised his disciples

Vo them,” lesus
Meaning 1o say, the only rea
sonable way. (o judge s by the
results, The purpose of sex s

procreation, the resulv ol ma

With these

eleir o, iis now ¢asy

ruee s ollspring

seloLpy ol [‘|||:|_'\i'|“.5\ ol
ThIEL

e |‘:--!‘--'-i:|-||| Is thus
stined: the altimate pumpose ol
myirrige s the wellare of the
children, providing them with
the proper envieiment o ey

nreliensibl
' Hen L

seomes self-evpdent. Res ipya
feveguifin
1

[he' breakdown ol marriage

as an nsttuiion should not be

wented s much as the shite ol
the eliddren of Hhe streets, the
(||i1||\|},\ Ihe neglected, and tha

shandoned, Cathalies believe

that s consists not only i do
g what s forbrdden bt alsoan
not dome what one 18 '-l||']‘l‘\-l.'||
1o do: Therelore. the gravestsm
ol eliarely and govenunent ol
crnls, Tor whiceh they are con
demnable belore the judgment
seal ol God, s therr care and
concern only tor the ¢hldren ol
the rich and their criminal ne
glect Tor the wellure, the proper
development of Hie children ol
the [0

My own concern here s lo
cused on the discrnmmalony
lreatment aganst unwed

ents (those who are termed line

SEX: Both a right and a responsibility,

MARRIAGE: Divine institution or purely human social arrangement?

e partiers and those whao have

apted Tor civil marnage

¢hurch

i the name ol disci

prachiced by ( atholic
ol Frenils
pline, as il we are sull living n
the Dark Ages

explain whiy they insist on the

|.|:\'\ have to
Code of Canon: Law: wihich s
based on Roman lmperialedicts
rathier than the Gospel teachimg
as the norm tor Catholie beliay
o and condugt

[ oy willing 10 1ake issue
with anvone who will dare state

Uit the Code ol Canon Law 1

part and parcel ol or even bused
on the Gospel. Forthe present
BSCUSSION, b s 4 gratulous as

|
surtion that only COU s T

ried belore a Catholice priest i

Clatholicweddime cercmaony
blessed by God: otherwise, tiey
are livinme fnoa state o) mortal
s, e, ey are

God. I

believe i

enenues ol

not thal | no IIH:;' 1

SeVOeL sacraments

wiiich ol course includes Holy

Muttrimony, ont

Chest and His apostles §

wedeing

O S 2L a2 B

fers ol cet
As T as

A man annd worhian who

cranes

atned adulthood agree (o
logatlicr ds man and wile
ey are

LR oy bears Trutl

ipxer facta marned belore the
sight of God, Chirist’™s

‘Wit God s jomned 1ogether,

wirds

man has no right to separite”
can be applied properly only 1o
couples who have children, 1o
it is their offspring that bind
them ina liletime relationship,

L awm not saying thatastate o1
chureh wedding is useless and

unnecessary, What 1 am point

ing out is that individuals who
donot avail themselves of these
services should not be treated as
They have
and are only

fundamental

criminals or sinners
violated noo law
exercising  (he
liuman nights, 11 they choose 1o
keep their private allairs pri
vale, nobody has authority 1o
meddle with, much less con
demn them
Acivilorecelesiastical wed
ding makes an otherwise pri
vile contradt public, The oby)
uus advantage 1s the marrage
contract duly registered that in
case of deoth wall determine the
Sa, the

orded public document

el heirs ol o person
uly e
15 wsed as e busis Lo property
15 andd the
assigmment ol inheriance

idher death

righ corresponding
and
benelits, 1L ulse
serves s prolechion so tHhat
T O Wanman imay not lose his

or her partner 1o others

RY
dispute between sib
His caneernm s
etermal, not with the
il Onthe other hand, the
( !|:::\|.'-..-Ili.i.:||-.'~i
marriage smacks ol iy
owrn prostitition of s anssian
as the recognized Travel Agency
Lor the tip 1o Heaven. The truth
ol the matter, as | have been
pointing out i my eursillo ses
sions, is that the marmiage con
et ends at deatl and 15 not a
requirement for entry into the
pearly gates, (IFanybody wants
1o dispute this statement, he or
she is [ree 1o wrile.)
My philosophy on marriage
jtbes perfectly with what s

called Responsible Parenthood.

Sex, as with any other power
entrusted by God tomun, 1s both
arightand a responsibility. Since
it deals wath the transimission of
human hie, which is the most
precious of God's gills to us, a
privilege nol granied to angels,
the responsible use of it is cer-
tamly one of man's principal
dunies as steward ol Creation.
IMhat we have not leamed to deal
with sex properly even today 1s
an indictment of the irresponsi-
bility of the officials charged
with our education.

It is my contention that the
original sm conumitied by Adam
and Eve in Paradise was that
they mdulged i sex prematurely
50 Lhat all ol vs are borm prema
ture babies, with 1aherent fac
lory defects, no longer for ex
|‘|Jr|LlI£.|I|1\ mi sod 'l‘\ll‘-l‘l'l_lfl
nal Famly planning progrum for
s went pitl So, prelates and

who condemn live-mn

Pariners. s

sintiers and refuse
themy the Corpus Christi muslt
be lorgiven for

ar 1iE .
Lheir hitetyme

commitment 1o immaturity
IThey certnnly donot kinow wlat
they

are domg: instead of shep

.|\'i-|::|: men into the 1‘.\1.1]1:\'!
hall el God, they are pulling
obstacles in themr wiy

Cod does not reguire us Lo
el married in church, nor ex
peat s o become perfect par-
ents, All He wants us to do 15 1o
“erease and muluply and till
the eartht swith people who are
joumeying to Heaven under the
leadership of His Son, Jesus
Chnst. Remember thatonly men
and women borm into this world
have the chance 1o be born again
i Heaven, That is what mar-

rage s for
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Responsive policy on foreign debt payments

OUTGOING FINANCE
Seeretary Jesus Estanislao’s
published statement (not the
We Forum) that the “next ad-
ministration should not worry
much about foreign debts be-
cause it is not a problem of the
Philippines.~is bereft of logic.

Conscquently. his adviceto
the next President “to concen-
trate instead on generating in-
vestments and promoting ex-
ports™ is just as absurd.

Massive poverty persists
because we have never ac-
corded it the sense of urgency
to come up with a responsive
policy on loreign debt pay-
ments in the interest of  the
Filipino people. The needs of
the nation must be preferred
over those of the International
Monetary Fund-World Bank.

The unsound policiesof the
Aquino government has
plunged the country where it is
today - next to Bangladesh. as
Asia’s poorest nation.

Beyond the confines of the
air-conditioned offices of tech-
nocrats, the stark reality is that
there is no development at all,
only untold hardships of the
people.

All because in the past six
yearsthe government imposed

By ANTHONY A. ARAOS

upon it by ereditor binks.

And yel. one has 1o ask
why. despite all the Toreign
loans. our senses continue o
be inundated by the Faet that a
public school teacher’s basic
monthly pay is P3.102 only.

Adoption ol the Aquino
government’s policy on lor-
eign debt payment doces noth-
ing to alleviate the people’s
misery. A notable case is
budgetallocation which mani-
fests the government s subser-
vience to international lending
institutions,

According 1o the Constity-
tion, education should be a pri-
ority of the government. The
1992 budget allocation
wherein education receives i
meager P33.1668B compared
t0 the unbelievable P114.5B
for debt servicing. blatantly
exposes government’s neglect
of its obligation to educate the
people.

Opening local industries 1o
mullinational firms only ben-
efits foreign investors because
of cheaplabor. Apprenticeship
is widely used to get cheap
labor and temporary workers
because the apprentice pay
starts at 75 percent of the mini-
mum wage. Worse, there is no
firm commitment 1o hre the

apprentice atter the traiming.

I'he export-oriented econo-
My's success story is i big
joke. There e only slippers
and japayukis to boast i the
lrst place,

Foreignmarkets for Philip-
pine exports ae not going 1o
pickupsignilicanmly inthe nexi
three orso vears because ol the
cmergence of the independent
sttes ol the Tormer Soviet
Union, Declinmg export re-
ceipts willresult to turther un-
employment. Exportindustries
dependent on imponed mate-
rials are not likely to minmtain
normal operations due 1o
“hrownouts.”

Pohicymakers should con-
siderthe following suggesuons
to promote the wellare of the
Filipino people and the gen-
Cratons yet o come:

o Funds lor forcign debt
pavment should be rechannel
for more pressing needs of the
people. How long will the Fili-
pino children have o sulfer ol
malmuirition. tuberculosis o
cholera? A policy involving a
10 percent debt servicig cap
annually withative-yearmora-
torium should be adopred.

. 0 lLis politically naive and
ceonomically reckless to con-

WORLD BANK. ESTANISLAO AND CORY: Then President Aquino thanks World
Bank ofTicials led by World Bank Vice President Gautam Kaji (left of the President) and

Callisto Madayo (shown shaking the hand of the

President), Kaji congratulated the

President for the democratic transition that is taking place in the country. Also in photo are:
Finance Secretary Jesus Estanislao, NEDA Director General Cayetano Paderanga and
Central Bank Governor Jose Cuisia. (Malacaniang Photo)

quired Toans which did not
even benefit the people.

0 Debt service payments
(interest plus principal) on the
country’s huge foreign debt
will even be higher in 1993

est rates, Given the way they
have appointed technocrats o
debt-negotiating panels. Turge
the appointmentof representa-
Lives of cause-oriented groups
and the opposition party torec-

sentiments of the masses.

The road 10 economic de-
velopment where Filipinos
manage the nation’s vast re-
sources is long and ascending.
It remains an illusion,

economic prescriptions forced

Injured psyche 0

DONNA FERRATO had focused her camera on Beceea's
face, blurring the prison bars.

Becca had been in jail since her arrest in 1984 for the killing
of her husband. Her face when caught by the lens was furrowed
with the pain of remembrance and a deep sense of having
suffered injustice.

But she “has not given up hope that one day she will get a
retrial in which her husband's story as a batterer will be admited
as evidence,” the photo caption goes.

Becca, itis explained, shot her husband in self-defence when
he tried to strangle her, Years of abusive treatment had preceded
the incident, but Becca could not bring these up in her defence
because at the time. the law “did not recognise acouple’s history
of battery.” Found guilty of premeditated murder, she was
sentenced to life imprisonment without parole.

Worse, the experience of abuse has put bars around her own
self. “In my heart Idon’tbelieve (my husband) is dead...He lives
because we still live with what he did 1o us,” she says.

Grieving women, defiant women, women bearing the marks
of assault by their own partners are the subject of a recent photo
exhibit in Manila featuring the works of multi-awarded photog-
rapher Donna Ferrato.

The exhibit has wavelled worldwide, and in October 1991
Ms. Ferrato published her book Living with the Enemy. called by
the American feminist magazine Ms. “a photographic legacy of
battered women and their lives.”

The book represents 10 years ol pioncering work in the
documentation of domestic violence in the United States. It
began when Ms, Ferrato was assigned to record the daily life of
a “perfect American family.” :

As one who wanis (o know her subjects well, Ms, Ferrato

tinue paying fraudulently-ac-  dueto high international inter-

tify the failure to articulate the

battered women

By ESTRELLA M. MANIQUIS

lived for a while with the couple Garth, a sell-made millionaire,
and Lisa. But the impression of an enviable hfestyle was soon to
be marred — Ms. Ferrato chanced on the two quarrelling in the
bathroom. With her camera, she caught Garth — high on drugs
hitting Lisa so hard that she slammed against the marble vanity.

This close encounter with wife-battering would later bring
Ms. Ferrato 1o hospital emergency rooms, prisons, shelters and
troubled homes.,

She  spends as much time as possible with her  subjects
whom, as Ms. magazine points out. she portrays “not as victims
but as the survivors they really are,” She also attends therapy
sessions for the abusers and “tries to capture their psyches as
they confront their own violent behavior.”

In the emergency room of o Minneapolis hospital, Ms,
Ferrato found Diana whose boyfriend “ran over my chest™ with
the back wheels ol i truck. Her chest had black tive marks.

Martha had a stab wound in'the leg, “He didn’t mean i, she
said ol her attacker. “You have to believe that the person vou
love wouldn’t imentionally do this kind of thing,”

A bruised shoulder. eye ringed with black and 4 bandaged cul
on the cheek were the signs of bauering for Jane. When her
husband became irrationally jealous, she said, “his whoele body
wenl into beating me.”

Other injuries, Ms. Ferrato notes, are not as obvious espe-
ciallyif the attacker has become an expertat “hitting discreetly.”
Workers in hospital emergency rooms are thus trained to-detect
even slight signs of abuse.

A deeper harm lies in the experience’s grip on the mind.
*“Once you have a violent man, it’s very hard to get rid ol him,
or the fear ol him,” Ms, Ferrato quotes one victim,

Proiective of his mother, young Jason goes to bed with a

-

captured on film

plastic gun and rubber knife so that “if Daddy comes, I'll be able
1o stop him.”

Often victims have 1o flee in the middle of the night. One
photograph showed a woman and a child standing before the
closed gates of a shelter, an overhead bulb the only light source
in the bleak surroundings.,

In one shelter, a young mother and her baby sleep soundly —
“our first safe nightinalong time,” she was o announce the next
morming.

“It is ironic that the women are made to live like ammals,
hiding in houses with bars on the windows. sleeping among
strangers, donning disguises o go out in public and always
having to watch their backs, (while) their husbands or boyriends

dangerous, assaultive men — are the ones who remain safe at
home,” Ms. Ferrato captions one work.

Domestic violence, the exhibit notes, is “the leading cause ol
injury in the US and claims more vicums than the nexi three
causes car accidents, rapes and muggings combined.
Thirty per cent of murdered women are Killed by their present or
former male partners.”

Ms. Ferrato’s awards include the W, Eugene Smith Grant in
Humanistic Photography (1985) for documentation ol domestic
violence in the US. the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award (o1
alwo-part expose on domestic violence featured in the Philadel-
phia Inquirer and the Kodak Crystal Eagle Award lor effecting
change by photographically investigating an issue of social
concern.

She tells Ms. magazine: "My mission is to show what our hives
are all about, to preserve. | try to record what's happening 1o us,
what we're being affected by, so no matter what happens, we have
evidence of what our civilisation is about.” (Depthnews Asia)
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BONN — Environmental
alarm nothing unusual in
Mexico City. Measurements of
the harmful substances i the
air frequently produce  record
In such cases, faclo-
ries have 1o cease production,

readings

traffic is restricted, schools are
closed, k‘,m“:_. |1-l|}|l}r’fl_‘\ awhole
region. 22 million people live in
the lughvalley of Mexico City

and the number is increasing

The oceans: A sensitive ecosystem

BONN — Following violent storms, 500 dolphins were washed up
onthe Atlantic coastof France. Animal-lovers were unable 1o save them
and they perished. That was in the spring of 1989 Marine hiologists
established the cause of this large number of deaths. The dolphing were
the victims of pollution of the seas: their carcasses contained high
concentrates of toxic chemicals

A year later marine scientists sounded the alarm ina UN repont. they
had examined coasial waters and warned against environmental il
nesses. In particular, tourists are alflicted by skin diseases and hepatitis
on tropical beaches. The seas in Southeast Asia are descnbed as highly
polluted.

“The destruction ol beaches, coral reefs and wet areas, including
mangrove forests, as well as the increasing erosion of the coasts, can be
scen all over the earth,” one alarming repont states. German manne
researchers are concerned: “'The worldwide industrialization process is
increasingly threatening the sea - the largest, non-regenerative region on
our planet.” They call for protection of “the sea, the sensitive ¢co-
system.”

The greatest danger, however, stems from insidious marine pollu-
tion. Day after day huge quantities of dangerous harmful substances and
nutrients reachthe world's oceans. The greater part linds its way into the
sea viarivers and the atmosphere. Normal shipping, oil and gas ngs - as
well as wastedisposal at sea- contribute quite considerably to pollution,
too.

Binding international measures have now been approved forsome of
these areas. Under the terms of the “London Convention”, contracting
states have undenaken to terminate the dumping ol indusinal waste into

the sea by 1995, The burning of waste at seahas alrcady been stopped
Vessels used for this purpose have been taken out of circulation. A
further convention  sets oul the conditions under which mternational
shipping may discharge residual o1l or chemicals at sea

Apart Trom these conventions of worldwide validity, there are a
number of regional agreements which are particularly devoted 1o the
major source of pollution: rvers and air. Here, the regulations for the
Nortly Sea and the Balue set anexample. When they were first drawn up
20 years ago, the North Seaand the Baltic Conventions were among the
firstsea-protection agreements in the world. Both are being completely
revised this year and |ltl.t}I|L'll 1o the most up-to-date environmental
legistanion. In a further iniative, the Irederal Republic of Germany
extended invitations (o the first International North Sea Protection
1984 ”)' 1995, l|l'~t!i.l!gl'\' ol the moslt
dangerous harmful substances and nutrients into the Nornth Scea and the
Baliic are 1o be reduced by 50%% 10 the 1985 level.

Precautions of this nature musl, however, be undertaken in other
regions of the world. Panticularly in Third World conurbations, waste
waler - Jor the most pant unpurified - is channelled into the sea. These
countnes lack the money 1o build sewage treatment plants.

The German Governmentis doing all inits power to have the number
of regional sea-prolection conventions increased worldwide and a
global framework created. This policy has also met with approval within
the European Community, With regard to UNCED in Rio de Janeiro, the
EC states: “Whilst the emphasis should be on measures at regional level,
general puidelines and supporting systems on a global basis could also
be elaborated.” (Woll-Dieter Michaell/IN-Press)

Conference in Bremen in

daily. Many other conurbations
_ndeveloping countries are faced
with the same environmental
problem. And it is steadily be-
coming more and more acute
through the miserable social and
cconomic conditions and the
rapid growth in population.

The destruction of the envi-
ronment in developing coun
tries has resulted mmigration 1o
thecities. There. however, rapid
urbanization is accompanied by
the growth of slum dwellings -
without sanitary Facilities and
withuncertaimincome prospects
lorthe mhabttants, In these new
surroundings, there is an increas
ing ncidence of illnesses such
as tuberculosis, cholera, AIDS
andotherinfectious discases, as
well as social and mental dis-
tress. Uncontrolled industrial
production leads to poisoning,
long-term toxic damage (aller-
gies, respiratory tract and meta-
holic dincases) both in the case
ol the employes and residents.
Here, we need only refer to the
chemical Factory catastrophe in
Bhopal, India, which cost hun-
dreds ol lives and made thou
sands invalids for life.

Since the WHO (World
Health Organmization) confer-
ence in Alma Ata in 1978, the
principle of “Primary Health
Care™ has established itself in-
ternationally. On the basis of
the conditions prevailing in
developing countries, this prin-

The environment
causes illness

cipleis designed o guarantee at
least basic medical care for the
people living there, External hi-
nancial aid 18 systematically
used for district-hospitals and
rural health stations. The funda-
mental element i this context
1s the participation and personal
initiative of the population. The
local pomts of German mid n
the health sector are concen-
trated on the training of local
specialist staff and applied re-
search,

Theerm “Priumary Environ
mental Care” was comed fol-
lowimng the experience gained
from Primury Health Care. Here,
elforts are being made 1o make
those concermned aware of the
correlanons belween environ-
ment and health. The purpose 1s
to develop greater responsibil-
ity towards the preservation of
the environment and Lo support
mitiatives by means ol wlich
the environment can be ¢leaned
up and better treated n future.

So that the recogmtion and
prevention of health hazards
emanating from the environ-
ment can be achieved more
quickly in the countries of the
Third World themselves, Ger-
man development projects will
cooperate 10 a greater extent in
[uture with universities and non-
governmental organizations.
(Martin Beutler/IN-Press)

DENR’s contract reforestation scheme

rapped

TAGAYTAY CITY —The
government's contract refor-
estation program is not only a
failure but also another cause
behind the large and still in-
creasing loreign debt of the
country.

Source of the denunciation
is the more than 50 non-goy-
ermment organizations (NGOs)
which are participating in the
program, Their delegates held
a meeting recently in this city
L0 assess the program.

Contract reforestation is
one of the measures adopted
by the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) 10 slow the high rate
of forest denudation in the
country,

DENR records show only

about 800,000 hectares of vir-
gin or old growth forests re-
main today. They also indicate
that8.45 million has. of forests
were lostduring the 1972-1988
period.

Re-evaluation of the
gram is urged by the NGOs on
the new national adminisura-
tion. They stress that the

pro-

restudy will prevent further

misuse of the funds allocated
the programs, including a loan
from the Asian Development
Bank.

The NGOs which met here
are members of the Upland
NGOs Assistance Committee

(UNAC), an umbrella group’

for NGOs helping implement
development projectsintheup-
lands.

DENR estimates the na-
tion"s upland population at 17
million and growing fast be-
cause more and more poverty
stricken landless lowland farm-
¢rs are taking to the mountains
in search ol plots for subsist-
ence farming,

One UNAC eriticism of the
reforestation progrim is that i
18 being promoted as a quick
way o eam money, This ap-
proach has attracted groups in-
terested in the money and nol
genuine socio-economic
upliftment of the upland com-
munities, they claim,

They further allege thal
many ol the conuacls were
awarded tq non-residents ol
the upland communities de-
feating one of its main objec-

lives — genuine people par-
ticipation in the regreening of
the denuded mountain areas.
Another UNAC observa-
tion is that the wrong tree spe-
cies wre being used as refor-
estationmaterial, They cite the
case of “ipil-ipil” which is be-
ing attacked by alice resulting
indestructing of areas already
planted to the tree. They claim
the infestation
unremedied.
Technical flaws of the pro-
gram also remain uncorrected.
LINAC claims horizontal dis-
tance planting is followed in-

Femains

stead of the more effective
slope distance.

But the gravest problem of
the program is the cornering of
the contracts by local politi-

crans who use dummies with
certain unscrupulous DENR
personnel allegedly involved.

Saleguards or check-and-
balunce mechanisms should be
introduced in the program 1o
stop its being an additional
source of gradt in the govem-
ment, UNAC urges as it calls
on the new government Lo act
on its recommendations al-
ready submitted to the DENR.
Among them are;

Actual participation of
upland community residents
should be strictly enforced
This can be done by making
such communities fully aware
ol the availability of reforesta-
tion contracts for their areas.

DENR should field only
efficient personnel in the im-

plementation of the program.

—Those Lo be awarded the
contracts must first be thor-
oughly screened as to legili-
mateness and competence with
the concerned NGOs allowed
to actively participate in  the
planning stage of local refor-
estation programs,

—As much as possible, the
contracts should be awarded 10
tamuihes, clans and local peo
ple’s organizations who live or
residenearor inthe project sites.,

—Tree species which are
proven good reforestation ma-
terial should be used in
regreening the denuded moun-
Lain areas.

—The DENR's community
organizing syslem, n relation
lorelorestation, needs strength-
ening through NGO assistance,
(DEPTHnews)
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The nation needs peace

HE SAMAHAN ng mga Ex-detainee Laban sa Detensyon at para
sa Amnestiya (SELDA) urges President Fidel V. Ramos to heed
to the call of the National Democratic Front (NDF) for a
“principled” political settlement of the almost 20 year-old insurgency.
President Ramos must release all political prisoners if he is deter-
mined in “*healing the wounds of the nation.” Doing so is one step where
rebel forces may come into the negotiating table.

An organized group of former political prisoners, SELDA feels that
the political pulse of the nation demands the cessation of hostilities
between government and rebel forces and redirect its national effort
towards people’s economic upliftment and social development under an
atmosphere of peace.

(Sgd.) IRA SOMBILLO
Secretary-General

Samahan ng mga Ex-detainee
Laban sa Detensyon at

Para sa Amnestiya

Two women

WO FEMALE presidential aspirants have been in the news lately
— Miriam Defensor Santiago and Imelda Marcos. The first
almost made it, thesecond surprisingly got some two million votes,
which just goes to show the stupidity of a portion of the electorate.
Miriam, who has been saying that she was due to leave this week to
pursue a one-year scholarship at the Kennedy School of Government al
Harvard University, was barred by the Sandiganbayan due to a pending
graft case. Ironically, the order was given (o the Bureau of Immigration
and Deportation, the agency she has headed very commendably. She is
being charged now for illegally implementing the alien legalization
program without congress approval. Miriam, whois impatientaboutalot
of things, must be thinking that if she waited for the go-signal from that
body, the aliens would have died before they could pay their P100,000
legalization fee, which the cash-strapped government badly needed. Not
to say that the money might have wound up in some congressmen’s
pockets.

As for Marcosa, she is reportedly agreeing in principle to surrender
a part of the Marcos loot if all the graft cases filed against her would be
dropped. As usual, she is setting the conditions which, naturally, would
give her the best of both worlds. After returning a few hundred million
pesos, she will be free to splurge on the billions more remaining of the
stolen fortune they made from the sweal of the starving millions of
Filipinos. It is comforting to hear the new PCGG chairman put Marcosa
in her proper place. “People who are accused of plundering our country
and economy should not dictate the terms and conditions of settlement,”
Magtanggol Gunigundo declared. *They should ask for mercy instead of
imposing their terms and conditions upon us.”

With the new chairman’s mindset, Marcosa may be in for more

disappointments, despite being a guest at a presidential family reunion or
something, President Fidel V. Ramos is warned not to meddle with the
PCGG and the courts in the pursuance of their cases against the greediest
family in the world. He should start his presidency right or he could go
wrong all the way for the next six years.
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DAILY GLOBE, July I, 1992

Rekonsilyasyon

MAGANDA SANA kung totohamn n
Heneral Ramos ang pakikitungo samgarebelde
“sa kanan al kaliwa™ upang wakasan na ang
witlang kawturang  patayan at gasiusan na
nagaganp si ginanating mga Pilipino. Subalit
papavagun nwman kiya sivang mga “adviser”
niyang mga Kano kagaya ni Heneral Singlanb?
Puwes, tingnan natin, Subalit ang kutob ko'y
bahagi lang ang ikinikilos ni Heneral Ramos ng
mga disinformation campaign na napapaloob
sa estratchiyang LIC.

Huwag ling sanang magkamaling mag-isip
ang sinnman na kung magkasundo man sakali
sing Ramos, Joma Sison at Gringo Honasan,
oy matatawag narekonsilyasyon. Ang salitang
reconcile sa Inggles ay nangangahulugan ng
pagkatmgma at pagka-isa muli ng 1sip at
damdamin. Kagayia halimbawi kung ang isang
Protestante av maghalikloob sa pagiging
Katoliko. o tangeapin na ng mga Katoliko na
tma ang
Kawva
pananampalataya

ipinaglaluban ng mea Protestante
nagkakaisa na sila muli ng

Samga Katoliko.ang pangungumpisal - ang
Laos-pusong pag-amin at pagsisisisia pagkamal
o pagkasala pan pagtitika na hindr nauulit - ay
sadyang elemento ng sukFamento o paraun ng
rekonsilyasyon o pakikipagkiasundo muli 84
Diyos. Nuong sabihin lamuang ni Heneral Ramos

na wili siving dapal pagsisihan sa naging

GISING!

ni PLACIDO P.

partisipasyon iya sa Martial Law - kagaya ng
Escalunte massacre. puwes wala akong puwang
na makikita kung paano niva maisakatuparan
ang anumang balak na reKonsilyasyon sa mga
avaw tumangkilik sa kanya,

Ang pagpapatawad gy ang pangunahing
pangangailangan sa rekonsilyasyon. Puwes.
paano nating puatawarin ang isang tong ayaw
umamin ng pagkamali o pagkasala? Paano
magkaroon ng rekonsilyasyon sa gitna ni
Heneral Ramos na kasama sa hanay ng mga
mang-aapi at sangkol sa mga abusong naganap
si panahon ng Mirtial Baw at ng mga naging
hikuma ng Kaapihang wyon?

Huwag nang pag-usapwiang rekonsilyas yon.
Imposibleng mangyar iyon. Busta't gawin na
lang ang Tahat ng hakbang na Kalangan upang
matapos naung giverang Pinoy laban sa Kapwa
Pinoy nang dahil sa Kapakanan ng mga Kano
Kung magawi ito ni Ramos. doon ako bihilib
nasadyang retivado nasiyang Heneral il maaari

nang itunghal bilang Presidente ng Pilipinas.
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Anti-crime commish must tap 5 pillars of criminal justice

IN any ail-out campaign to control and pre-
ventcrime we must consider the so-called live
pillars of criminal justice. These are: the police.
the prosecution, the courts, penal reformatories
(prisons) and the community.

These 5 are intertwined and form as a whole
the basic instrument in crime prevention and
control. However. any successful agenda for
the attainment of peace and order should take
into account all five—not just4 or 3 or | —of
the pillars.

The lollowing are my specific proposals in
the light of existing institutions and current
developments obtaining in our country.

The POLICE

The police forces throughout the Philippines
are essentially composed of career men and
women. They possess the needed professional
and educational background and, except tor i
few, they toil day in and day out with dignity
and integrity. But the risks they face are quite

insurmountable. Life or death is the name of
their game. For this reason, i more cquitable
“hazard pay™ be legislated — over and above
their salaries and allowances (which should
likewise be upgraded).

As public servants. the policeman can’t be
isolated from the community-at-large, He must
relate harmoniously and constantly with the
public - beyond the ordinary crime-victini rela-
tionship. '

Since majority ol our people are young. the
police must put extraemphasis in theirrelation-
ship with the vouth.

1 propose the creation in all police depan-
ments of a Youth-Community Relations Olftice
where police-recruils e 1o be assigned lor
specilic term belore they are given other Lasks
In 1970 for instance, the Manily Police Depart-
ment (of which I was the vice ¢hanman) be-
came an integral pan of @ Child and Youth
Development
programs and projects (LKe ciamping Sessions

Council which mitiated vouth

where police oflicers served s counsellors

Coconut shell will do

[F YOU have less than P500 and you're
thinking of opening asavings account, forgetit
Orif your balance is less than P500, better close
your account.

[ don't see any valid reason for 1L excepl
corporate greed, thisrecentimposition by banks
of a service charge of P25 per month il your
balance is less than PS00 (some banks even
require a minimum of P1,000),

While the Central Bank continues to bom-
bard us with TV commercials harping on**Mag-
impok sa bangko,” here are our private banks
barring small depositors, the poor, from their
air-conditioned premises.

An employe of the bank on Escolta where
I've a small deposit agrees with me that the
imposition of service charge is anti-poor, the
brainchild of sadistic banking geniuses from
elitist schools.

My two youngest children are right, afterall,
in insisting in the use of colored boxes bought
at supermarkets. (Coconut shells they were in
my childhood days.) Their deposits, of course,
don’t earn any interest, but then who cares for
interest on savings deposit? It’s a measly 4.5%
per annum, as against P25 service charge per
month. So, if you have P400 now in your sav-
ings bank, by the end of this year, your balance
will be almost zero,

That's modern progressive banking for you,

. L2 2

The rift between Overall Deputy Om-
budsman Francisco Villa and Ombudsman
Conrado Vasquez is apparently turning for
the worse,

According to the Globe (July 3), Vasquez
(whose daughter is the chief of the Presiden-
tial Management StafT) had tossed to Presi-
dent Ramos the task of resolving the charges
and countercharges between Villa and the
controversial investigator Cesar Palana. In-
formants say that the latter is simply malakas
with some powers that be. Which is why he
has remained in his post despite all the seri-
ous charges against him.

ONE'S WORTII

by MAX NOBLE

Intentionally or not, Villais just following
up what his predecessor, the late Justice Jose
Colayco, tried to do with Palana but unsuc-
cessfully. This was one of the reasons why the
Justice left the anti-graft body before his
term would have ended. He was bitter and
frustrated. the same informants told me.
Soon thereafter, the Justice died.

I've said it here twice or thrice already,
and I say it again now. It’s time Justice
Vasquez let another man — younger and,
hopefully, more energetic and dedicated —
do the job. He has served the government
long, and well, enough. The way it looks,
investigating anti-graft cases isn’t his cup of
lea,

LEEE T

It's still a wait-and-see, attitude Tor foreign
investors insotaras the Philippines is concerned.
says a [riend connected with the Ayala Group.
This is contrary 1o reports emanating  from
Malacanang that toreign capitalists are virtu
ally ecstatic in coming 1o Manila thanks to the
Ramos presidency.

According to my Iriend. many MNCs here
are ready 1o pack up, considering among other
things the composition ol Rumos’s Cabinet,
They're, as the expression goes, the same dogs
with slightly different collars.

When Cory took over six years ago, contin-
ues my [riend, there were 36 Austrian firms
doing business here. Now, there's only one, and
it's still here because of necessity. It's in the
thick of a lawsuit for recovery of a big amount
ol money.

together with social workers and other profes-
sionals in delinquency problems). This was
aimed to make the youth realize that policemen
are their buddies o be trusted. not ogres Lo be
avoided.

Il. PROSECUTION

Once the police concludes their investiga-
tion ol a crime, the liscal or prosccutor takes
over, Here the wheels of justice get temporarily
stuck because of too many cases assigned 1o the
fiscal or oo much legal maneuverings on the
part o both pwties (accused and the accuser).

The prosecutor’s working conditions are not
conducive to speedy preliminary investigation.
(Visitaprosecutor s office in Metro Manila and
be appalled by the scene of acubicle ol anoffice
where at least 3 Hiscals shave the saime room and
doing their work surrounded by @ crowd).

F'o augment the prosecution arm. | propose
that law graduates be required 1o serve as Lis-
cal's assistants betore they could become full-
Hedeed Hiwyers

Better pav. betier working fucilities could ol
course make our prosecutors more ethicient.

[11. COURTS

T'he on-going campaign to weed out corrupt
and inept judges must be supported. I would
like to propose. liowever. that judges wiio have
had any stint in politics (as in running for any
elective position) should be bared from entry
or re-entry as a judge in any court. This s to

avoid the issue of “conflict of interest.”™
V. PRISONS

Convicted criminals must pay for their
crimes. | suppont the restoration of the death

PUBLISHER’S
NOTES

by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

penalty basically, as adeterrent to the commis-
sion of more crimes and 10 instil on would-be
criminals the fear of a retributive justice.

On the other hand, convicts sentenced 1o
lesser penalty, should be dealt with more hu-
manely and efforis for their rehabilitation be
redoubled.

| propose that more vocational and spiritual
training be conducted and an “open prison”
sysiem be revitalized. Peity eriminals may be
allowed Lo visit their families (under a furlough
system) or assigned to work within the comimu-
nity (o make them useful citizens or assets,

instead ol beng liabilines, Lo society
COMMUNITY

T'he role of the communily in crime preven-
tion and control 15 as vital as the four other
pillars of crimingl justice.

The novel approach of enlisting the citizens
under the PLEB program (authored by Rep.
Kate Gordon of Olongapo) is one exwnple of
commiunity involvement.

As o counterpart 1o the proposed Youth-
Community Relations Office of the police, a
st dar I\\:IUI\]["}U|I(.'|||]|’.L,’III'\'{IL,'['H'I.,'SL']Illll‘.llhI the vari-
ous sectors ol a locality), be formed by the
COMMunIty.

The media could help a ot by publishing a
regular column on “wanted criminals™ and on

(Page 12, please)”

PSYP, cheers!

THE PRESIDENTIAL Summer Youth Pro-
gram is an achievement which Pres. Aquino
can be proud of. I took part in the PSYP, twice.
ALDENR in 1989 and at Eastern Telecoms in
1990 and even before | landed my [first formal

Job. I gained enough self-confidence plus my

own pocket money for two consecutive sum-
mers,

We hope the next administration will con-
tinue PSYP. lto ay isang programa na hindi
dapat haluan ng pulitika, This is one way 10
help save our youth from the ill effects ol drug
abuse and teaching them the value of working
hard to eam one's Keep.

AL DENR, ['worked as a liling clerk at Asec
Greg Magdaraog’s oflice. (Tupos, sasabihin i
Oliver Pulanco hindi kasali ang DENR sa
PSYFP.) Fulgencio Factoran, I believe, was one
ol the better cabinet men of Tita Cory, which
certainly does NOT include Jess Estanislao of
the IMF, or Alang Carinosamgasiriking public
school teacher

Mr. Factoran, there seems o be aconsensus,
i1s indeed the best DENR Secretary we ever had
(s0 far). And as an article in the Daily Globe
pointed out, he seems 1o be a man of character
being a MABINI lawyer like Rene Saguisag,

YOUTH VOICE

. by DAVE TABANIAG

Bebby Tanada. Joker Arroyo, Bobbit Sanchez
and Jojo Binay. all pro-people public officials
at heart. Mabuhay silang lahat!!!

Work will teach all of us self-discipline,
how important it is to reach one's goals in life.
My goal? “To be successful in life.” | believe
I'm on may way. '

Three cheers for PSYP! Next week, we shall
take acritical look at our country’s educational
system, which many progressive thinkers have
described as “colonial” and the need to re-write
Philippine history books from the nationalist
point-of-view,

We are now fast approaching our 23rd birth-
day (hindi na youth, sabi ni Gerardo Gobri
who's “96"), and the 3rd year of yours truly as
a lather of this column. No, hindi kami natuloy
nt Abby Trinidad, e. Tsk-1sk!
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Nation wishes Ramos well

THEEAGERNESS of Vice-FresidentJoseph
Estrada to discharge his new responsibilities as
Crime Czar should be encouraged. “Erap™ has
the drive and the sincerity to do his job and in a
nationridden with criminality, coming in many
instances from people in uniform. any sincere
effort to rid the nation of criminality must have
our fullest support. My hope is that this will not
be ningas cogon, which is common place in our
country where programsusually start like houses
on fire then just die away as fast as they are
initiated.

President Fidel V. Ramos seems to have
started well and the hopes of the nation are now.
totally pinned on him. I hope, as he has repeat-
edly announced. he will not be Cory’s carbon
copy but will be his own man because the nation
cannot afford the same rising hopes which
marked EDSA in 1986 only to be squandered
away because ol too much bitterness, venge-
ance for blood and disunity. If President Ramos
succeeds in reuniting the Filipino people and
restoring confidence in government, his call for
sacrifices will not fall on deaf ears. But as Rizal
said, "Reforms must start from the top™ and this
should be on the top of the new president’s
agenda for the country. Because il the people
discern that it will be areturn to the old politics
of patronage and palakasan, i1 will be a return
to cronyism and vested interests, Ramos may
not even finish his first 100 days of honeymoon
and he will be a new national outcast.

If Presidemt Ramos wants o institutes re-
forms, his first 100 days is the time to do so, and
he must institute meaningful returns, Afterall
he is not eligible for a reelection so he can
devote all his time to national goals without
playing politics. For the moment he forgets that

he is president of all the people but president
only of Lakas-NUCD. he will become nothing
more than o cheap politician who will play
favorites and not as the true national leader that
he must be.
ok e ko

I agree with Gringo Honasan that the
Ramos administration should heed the 8
“talking points™ presented to General Abadia
which never got off to be properly discussed;
I think because there was lack of sincerity on
the part of the Cory administration at the
time. Gringo says that those “*talking points™
were not demands but basic principles for a
national dialogue. 1 agree; besides whether
those took the nature of demands or were
just “talking points™ as Honasan explains
should not be stumbling blocks to a national
dialogue if the parties are sincere in talking
for the sake of peace and national unity. As 1
said before, il the Cory Administration de-
clared a ceasefire and was willing to talk
peace with the NDI rebels; il Cory herself
went through the lengths to going to Jolo to
meet with Misuari, sent Nene Pimentel and
Butz Aquino to Tripoli to fetch Misuari, why
not with the RAM-YOU? Sa palagay ko may
maraming utang na loob ni Cory at ni Ramos
kina Gringo, di ba? In hindsight, if the RAM-
SEP did not lead the revolt against President
Marcos in 1986, where would Ramos be
today?

AR R

[I]C]tk‘[ll:i“)-‘; I should not say it now but as
carly as February 24, 1986, Cory was already
Juan Ponce Enrile. | remember that
meeting in Doy Laurel’s den. aftemoon of Feb-
ruary 24, 1986 before Cory took her oath, That

aganst

was when 1 was tasked to draft Cory's procla-
mations, Exccutive Orders, oaths and People’s
Manifesto. [t was there. in the presence of Doy
Laurcl. Speaker Laurel, Rene Saguisag, Teddy
Boy Locsin, Neptali Gonzales, Joker Arroyo.
Vice-President Lopez, Nick Jacob and Celia
Laurcl when | suggested to Cory (o promote
Ramos to 4 stars and make him permanent
Chiel ol Stalt and she readily agreed but when
I suggested that Enrile be reappointed as Scere-
tary ol Detense, Cory at [irst objected. She told
everyone present thatshe has “second thoughis™
about JPE because she has “not forgotten the 7-
1/2 years that Ninoy was incarcerated and Enrile
wasresponsible for those black years,” It was at
the stage when I retorted with these words:
“Pero Cory. il Enrile did not stan this revolu-
tion, you will not be taking your oath tomor-
row.” Then afier along pause she answered me:
“Kung sabagay tama ka "~

Why am [ recalling this incident? Because |
wanted (o underscore Cory's intense feelings
against those martial law vears and the people
she thought were responsible for that. 1 can’t
blame her, of course. However. a leader of the
lund cannot idulge in vengeance and hatred
because one who leads a nation takes an oath
“1o do justice to everyman.” In the classic
words of Lincoln, “bind the nation’s wounds.”
One cannot “bind the nation's wounds™ by
constantly reopening the wounds or repeatedly
scratching the scars. This was what Cory did all
throughout her six years that’s why she never
allowed Marcos home even in death,

By the way, does the Office of the Om-
budsman play favorites orit just really moves
very slow like a turtle? You see Lam wonder-

Women at the helm (3)

WHEN MY mother was still alive, she used
10 tell me that the spirit of the dead hovers
around us and since the spirit is more powerful
than the fesh, with more reasons we should
pray incessantly for the dead. Thatis why inmy
daily Mass and Communion and i one of my
nine daily rosaries. 1 pray for the poor souls in
purgatory and for all those who have gone
before us with special mention of friends, rela-
tives and others.

It is also for this reason that I do not tail to
bring nine pots of flowers 1o the Manila Memo-
rial Park every week that I am here - two for my
mother and father. one [or Senator Diokno, lwo
for MaryCon’s family. two for Pinky del
Rosario’s son and brother, one for Ninoy and
another one Lor & young man who was believed
10 have been murdered.

I even had to supply the paint. materials.
labor for the repainting ol Ninoy's tomb be-
cause the old paint was already peeling ofl and
there have been many tourists and visitors com-
ing to visit Ninoy's tomb, A doctor friend of
Ninoy who lives abroad who arranged to have
three roses aday sentto Ninoy's tomb forgot 1o
pay Aling Maring, the florist for the accumu-
lated bills for several years and I had to pay her
P5,000.00 for those bills because poor, ailing
Aling Maring who is just wying 1o ¢ke oul a
living, has 1o survive,

I was the one who gave those maps and
drawings of the hidden treasures to Ninoy and
since his death, I cafry a monologue with him

every week that | am here in the hope that gold.,
our economic salvaton, will really work tor the
benelit of our country and our people. Anyway.
all of these will be in my forthcoming book.
*Gold and Mayor Lacson’s Dreams™ which
will be released on December 26th, the birth
anniversary ol Mayor Lacson.

If ' know the tomb of Nimia P. Arroyo who

NIMIA P. ARROYO

wrote the book, “Auditing The Accounting
Profession™ and in whose Nonor the Nimia P.
Arroyo Writers Foundation was established,
gladly I would also have been bringing her
flowers every week. But the circumstinces of
her death was different and Joker Amroyo. her
brother who is now a Congressman and for-
merly Cory's lirst Executive Secretary, with

teary eyes, could not bring himself to relate
fully what happened at the launching of the
foundation some yewrs back. We have now one
scholar who is already working at the Philip
pine Daily Inguirer,

Since her birth anmversary is forthecoming
on October 318t and since Nimia pioneercd in
investigative reporting on the accounting pro-
lession, featuring herin this series will awaken
the minds ol people who have not given n
thought to the real dangers that we have been
facing as a result of the continuous and una
bated abuse of power and clout of these ac-
counting and auditing “Mafias,”

e guestions and issues raised by Nimia in
her book are the same questions and issues that
we have been rasing all these years, prood
indeed thar as a journalist, Nimia was very
much ahewd of her time, A product of almosi
two years ol research work and interviews, hel
DOOK 1S, 10 use her own words, “a professional
embodiment of o personal convietion ol what is
committed but objective jowmalism, dedicated
1o all those who still care, have not lost hope.
think and then act.”

When she raised the issue ol threa o na-
tional security ol international accounting firms,
she quoted: many portions of the speech ol
Fernando A. Fernando, 1969 vice-president for
external relations of the Phil. Institute of CPAs
(PICPA) delivered at the Sixth Conference of
Asian and Pacifie Accountants held in Singa-
pore in August 1970, Fernando, in part, said:

ing why the graft case against Deloso, OMB
Case No. 91-0403, pending in that ofTice for
more than two years has not been resolved
until now? Last July 19, 1991, Deloso was
given a last extension of 30 days to file his
counter-affidavit but until now he has not
done so. Then last June 6 he asked for an-
other extension to file counter-affidavit and
last June 17 asked for another extension. I
don’t know how many more extensions will
the Ombudsman allow kaya 1 wired the
Ombudsman to give Deloso 10 years exten-
sion. I wonder if the Ombudsman will be so
accommodating i’ Deloso were just an ordi-
nary clerk or lowly employe in the bureauc-
racy?
LE R E 2 ]

Overheard from aschool principal in Panan,
Botolan: “Madali lang pala magdaya sa elec-
tion.” 1 wonder il this school principal was
proud about 1t?

If we have tutors like this. what good man-
ners and right conduct, what civics can they
teach our pupils? Sana new Education Secre-
tary Armand Fabella, one of the better appoint-
ces of President Ramos, will have time to look
into the deportment of many teachers during the
clections, Mukha yata, the courage and he
patriotism of the teachers of Batanes who re-
sisted the Suzuki boysin 1971 have been lost Lo
the glitter of gold in 1992,

TEA W/JULIE

by JULIE AMARGO

“Being privy 1o the operations of virtually
every company ol consequence, these interna-
tonal accounting firms acquire a remendous
amount ol facts about the country - linancial,
cconomic. political. social - of a sophistication
that can put to shiune the statishical information
ol the local govermument itseli, With so much
vitil information n s hands, with so much
wealth and power, these Tinms may well in due
time beregarded as a treat tothe seeury of the
navon,”

Fernando Fernundo or Nanding as weanh
mately call him, has long been dead and we are
stlll sleeping the legendary sleep of Rip Van
Winkle. So. these powerful “Malias” continue to
mamtin thew hold on the Philippine economy,

Can FVR change the situation? We can only
hope and pray that this early, he will not be
surrounded by the same “Malias™ who made the
Cory admumstration the worst in terins ol con
sumer protection and wellare

The spirit of Nimi will conlinue 1o hover
around us and the foundation established in her
honor will continue to fight the evils of our time,
no matter what. ('To be continued)
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Mga binhi ng banyaga

“PUWES. MEYOR,
pagsabihan mo ang mga
pulis mong sila, na ang
tumigil sa pagrorondasanabanggitna

mgalugar at bakamakakaengkwentro
nila ang mga tauhan ko’y magkahalo

[1KA-40 NA LABAS |
Ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

angbalat satinalupan. Alamdinnating
lahat na ikaw ang may hawak sa lahat
ng mga ilegal na pagkakwartahan dito
sa teritoryo mo. Umaamot lang nang
konti ang mga tauhan ko, huwag mo
nang ipagmaramot sa kanila.”

Nakatagpo rin ng katapat
ang Meyor. “Me araw karin,”
sumpa niya sa sarili habang
pabalik sa munisipyo. Subalit,
sa isang banda, mabuti na rin
iyong nasakabayanan lang ang
operasyon ng mga kostable.
Kung tutuusin, barya-barya
lang ang kita rito. Sa
kabundukan, kung saan
naglatago ang mga Ait,
nandoon pa rin ang malaking
kayamanan.

Kaya, pinulong ng Meyor
ang kanyang kanang kamay na
kaagad bumuo ng pangkat
upang maghalughog muli ng
kagubatan, Umalis sila nuong
araw ding iyon, may baong
pagkaing sasapat sa isang
linggo, sakay sakani-kanilang
kabayo. Malayo pa sila’y
namataan na sila ng mga
bantay, tinugaygayansilanang
lihim at minatyagan. Sa
pangalawang gabi nang
malapit na sila sa
Bulubalantak, isinagawa ang
planong pasalubong sa kanila.

Madaling-araw bago ang
unang tilaok ng manok,
humaginit ang palasong
tumusok sa puso ng bantay
samantalang walang kilatis na
nakalapit sina Lapsoy at
Adlawon sa mga nakataling
mga kabayo upang manatiling
payapa ang mga ito. Mga baril
nang nakatutok sa kanilang
mga mukha ang gumising sa
anim pang miyembro ng grupo.
Nagpumiglas ang dalawa at
nagtangkang lumaban habang
tinatalian ang mga kamay at
paa. Tusok ng bayoneta ang
nagpatahimik sa kanila nang
tuluyan.

Hawak ni Ka Crispin, ang
dating negosyanie ng bigas,
ang kilalang-kilala niyang
kanang kamay ng Meyor.Nasa

tabi sila ng matarik na bangin
kung saan inihulog nanila ang
tatlong bangkay upang
madurog samgabato sa ibaba.
Pinutol ng mga Ali ang mga
sanga ng isang punong naka-
uslisabanginnang may tatlong
metro at pinutol na rin nila pati
and dulo nito. Tinulak nilang
pilit ang tatlo pang kasamahan
ng kanang kamay ng Meyor
upang tumayo Ssa puno.
Naglumuhod ang mga ito at
nagmakaawa.

“Magtapat munakayo kung
kayo ang sumalakay sakampo
nitong mga Ati al pumatay sa
kanilang kasamahan,” utos ni
Kapitan Sanchez.,

“Opo, kasama po kami
roon, subalit inutusan lang po
kami ni Meyor.” nanginginig
na tugon ng isa.

“Lahat ba kayong narito
ngayon ay kasali sa raid na
iyon?” usisa muli ng dating
gerilya.

“Opo.”

“Kayo na ang humatol sa
kanila, Bundol,” wika ni
Kapitan Sanchez. Pinulong ni
Bundol ang kanyang mga
tauhan, at hindi naman
nagtagal atumabotsilasaisang
pasya.

LLEEL]

“Napaka-barbaro n'yo.
Kung alam ko lang na kaya
ninyo gawin iyon ay hindi ako
pumayag na pumunta rito
upang magturosainyo.” Bakas
sa mukha ni Helen Sanchez
ang kanyang pagkamuhi al
pandidiri nang maikuwento sa
kanya na hinubaran pina
Bundol ang apat pang 1:|1sh:m
ng Meyor, pinahiran ang
kanilang mga katawan ng
aninipay na nagdudulot ng
matinding pangangati, al
itinuloy din ang pagpilit sa

kanilang tumayo sa punogn
nakausli sa gilid ng bangin.
Pagkatapos, nanghuli pa sila
ng mga pulang langgam at
pinagapang  S1  puno.
Binantayanang apathanggang
mawalan ng panimbang at
mahulog sa  Kkanilang
kamatayan.

“Hindi ko po alam, Ma'm.
ang ibig sabihin ng barbaro.
subalit nakikita ko po ang
kahulugan niyon sa mukha
n'yo,” tuwid ang paningin ni
Bundol na sinalubong ang
nanunumbat na Mga mata ng
guro.“Saganang amin, ginawi
lang namin ang nararapat at
hinihingi ng pagkakataon.
Hindi namin maaaring hayaang
mabuhay ang wala namang
sadya rito kundi ang kami'y
patayin.”

“Sa ginawa ninyo. hindi ko
na rin alam Kung paano Ko
kayo tuturuan upang magiging
tunay na mga Kristiyano,”
mariing bigkas ng dalaga.

“Hindinamarahilkailangan,
Ma'm,” malumanay naganting
pinuno ng mga Ali.
“*Alalahannin po ninyong ang
mga pumatay saaming Agurang
at umuusig sa amin nang dahil
sa perang kaloob ng mga Kano
ay mga Kristiyano rin kagaya
ninyo."”

LIl

Sa mansiyon lamang ni
Henry Slaughter ginanp ang
kasal sibil nila ni Manitowa,
pati naang handaan pagkatapos
dahil sadyang iniiwasannila ang
publisidad. Gayunman, naroon
pa rin ang mga pmmincnlcng
tao at laman ng lahat ng
pahayagan sa Alabama ang
naturang okasyon. Natural, si
Frank ang lumayong best man
at si Sarah ang maid of honor,
Lubusan nang gumaling ang
pinsalani Frank, kaya sa tindig
atpandang lalakiniyanakatuon
ang pansin ng lahat, lalo nang
mga kababaihan.

(May karugtong)

Jose G. BURGOS,

how the public could
prevent crime,

In addition to the above, |
propose that we adopt a com-
puterized National Identifica-
tion Sysiem wherein every Fili-
pino citizen of voting age be

help

JR.

issued a card (to include his
photo and thumbprint). This
shouldbeuseful incrime solu-
tion (fingerprints are vital in
identification) and for other
identification purposes since
not all Filipinos have a pass-

(From page 10)

port or any other government-
issued IDs.

Needless to say, strict en-
forcementof ourexisting laws
and the speedy administration
of justice are the bottom line
inrestoring peace and order in
the street and in the home.
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Salamat kay ‘Tood Marciana’

“TOOD’ SA llokano ang lawag sa*lolasatuhod.”

" Ganyan ang tawag kay Lola Marciana Albano

Agbayani. At mga “apo sa tuhod™ naman ang lawag
sa mga anak ng mga anak niya. Iniwan niya ang
dalawang anak, labindalawang apo, at dalawampung
“aposatuhod” upang sumamanasakanyang Lumikha
noong Hulyo 1 ng taong ito. Siyamnapu't dalawang
taon na sana siya sa Hulyo 12. Inilibing siya sa
semenieryo ng Vintar, llocos Norte na Kung saan siya
ipinanganak, nagkamalay, nag-asawa, al nag-iwan
ng pamana ng pagmamahal sa mga Kalugar mya
Nagturo siya ng latlumpung taon sa kalapit bayan
nito sa Laoag. [Iniwan niyaang mga pamilya, Kamag-
anak, at kaibigan na sa ilang panahon ng kanyang
buhay ay natulungan niya sa pamumuhay,
panganagaral, al pangunguna sa pagpapalaganap ng
pagmamahal sa bayan at sa Lumikha sa atin

Dinala namin siya sa simbahan ng Vinlar nang
dakong ala-una'y medya ng linggo ng hapon, ika-5
ng Hulyo. Napansin kong kaunti lamang ang kasama
namin sa paghahatid sa kanya sa simbahan para
alayan ng huling misa. Ngunit sa mahigit na 1sang
oras na pananatili namin sa simbahan ay hindi ko
namalayan ang pagdagsa ng mga tao. Napansin ko
lamang ang pagdami ng tao nang mapalingon ako
dahil dumating na ang pari na magdadaos ng misa.
Halos puno ang mga upuan ng simbahan. Nasabi ko
sa loob-loob ko na ang mga ipinunlang binhi ng
kabutihanni Lola Marciana ay naging mabulaklak
al mabunga at narito sila upang magsaboy ng
pakikidalamhati at magpadama ng pagmamahal
sakanya hanggang sa panibagong antasng Kanyang
buhay.

Iba’tibang samahan ng mga reliradong kawani ng
pamahalaan na tulad niyang retiradong guro, mga
samahang sibiko at relihiyoso ang nagpugay sa
kanyang katawang lupa sa pamamagitan ng pag-
aalay ng mga bulaklak sa kanyang kabaong. Hindi
siya kailanman naging pulitiko. Ngunit waring isang
tunay na lider ng mamamayan si Lola Marciana na
nararapat bigyan ng isang makabuluhang Luksang
Parangal sapagkal siya ay karapai-dapai nilang
ikarangal.

SiLola ay lola ng aking kasama sa pakikibaka sa
buhay na si Annette. *Tuod® nina Emman, Paolo at
Maria Amihan, Isa na lang ang nabubuhay kong lola.
Si Lola Amparing na lola ko na sa “talampakan™ ‘ika
nga ng kasabihan,

Ngunil ibig kong matandaan si Lola Marciana sa
mga darating na panahon hindi bilang lola ni Annette
o tood ng aming anak. Ibig ko siyang maalala bilang
si Marciana na walang mga pagkukunwari sa sarili
‘Ika nga walang “pa-epek” sa buhay, Siya ang taong
relihiyoso na naniniwala din naman samga pamahiin,
kaugalian ngunit hindi*rgido dogmatic” sa paglanaw
sa buhay. Hindi siya natatakot sa Diyos bagkus ay
minamahal niya Siya. Makatao siya at makabayan,
Nakakausap ko siya ng parang magkasinggulang
lamang kami. Parang hindi kalahating siglo ang
pagitanng idad namin. Nagkakausap kami tungkol sa
mga isyu sa ating bayan ng hindi mo siya kakikitaan
ng “pagdidikia’ na dapat siyang paniwalaan sapagkat
siya’y matandan sa 'yo al marami ni siyang Karanasan
‘lka nga'y hindi niya dinadoan sa pagkamatanda
Hindi rin siya mayabang, Isang vgali ni Lola na
nagustiuhan ko'y marunong siyang makinmg. May
respeto siyasatao, Saanumang paguusapay nakikinig
muna siya nang mabuti bago magbigay ng kanyang
ambag na opinyon sa isyung pinag-uusapan. Ang
mga kwento kong ilo'y naganap nang siya ay
malakas-lakas pa at hindi pa lumalabo ang Kanyang
mata at pandinig,

Hindi siva pikon: Kalmado saanumang talakayan,
Al may sense of humor, Athigit salahatay hindisiya
makasarili. Natatandaan kong may pinag-usapan kami
tungkol sa paglira sa ibang bansa. Natigil siya ng
sandali at sinagot niya ako ng walang masama sa

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY PAPA

ganoong balak. Ngunit inihabol niya natandaann'yo
lang na iisa lang ang Pilipinas. Ibig pa lang sabihin,
sa dinami-dami ng mga kamag-anak at kababayan
niya na nagpunta, naninirahan, at halos maging
Amerikano ang ugali ay nananatili pa nn sakaibuturan
ng kanyang puso at damdamin ang pagiging isang
tunay na Pilipino! Talagang pinahanga ako ni Lola
Marciana!

Ibig kong alalahanin si Lola Marciana na siyang
nag-alaga sa akin nang magpunta kami sa Vintar
noong unang taon ng dekada ‘80, Nagkasakit ako at
siya ang nag-alaga sa akin. Ako na asawa lamang ng
kanyang apo. Sa kwarto niya mismo ako “na-con-
fine™ at sinaksakan ng “dextrose”. Hindi siya natulog
hanggang hindi ako nakakatulog, Hindi pa ba sapat
alalahanin habambuhay si Lola Marciana sa ginawa
niyang ito sa ‘kin? Dapat sana’y kasabay siyang
lumuwas patungong Maynila ng kanyang mgaanak
at apo na nakasakay sa isang pribadong “coaster” na
de-air-conditioned pa. Ngunil pinili niyang maiwan,
alagaan al hintaying gumaling ako. Ganyan
magmalasakit si Lola. Nang gumaling ako'y sa bus
pampasahero na lamang kami sumakay. Masarap na
natutulog si Lola mula llocos hanggang Maynila.
Inggil nainggit ako noon sa pagiging kalmado niya.

Pwede bang pagkatiwalaan ng “lihim" si Lola
Marciana?

Nasubukan ko naatalam kong mapagkakatiwalaan
siya; Nang may sinabi akong karanasan ko na ibig
kong ibahagi sakanyanahindi ko maaring ibahagisa *
iba ay matama lamang siyang nakinig. Hindi ko alam
kong paano niya ilo latanggapin. Natatandaan kong
matagal siyang walang kibo noon. May kaunting
pag-aalala akong naramdaman noon. Naglatabako pa
si Lola noon at pawang usok lamang ang pumagitan
sa aking pagkukwento. Nagsimula na kong hindi
mapalagay noon at binalak ko nang itigil ang
isinasalaysay ko. Ngunit bahagyang nangiti si Lola.
Sinabi niya, “you should be proud of your expeni-
ence.” Marami pa siyang sinabi tungkol sa mga
karanasan din niya at ng Kanyang mga anak noong
panahon ng pananakop ng Hapon. Ngunitang isinagot
lamang niya tungkol sa Kkwento ko ang
pinakamahalaga sa akin.

Hindi mayaman si Lola Marciana sa materyal na
bagay. May imwan siyang Kauntingpera na siyang
ginamit sa kanyang pagpapalibing. Ibig sabihi'y
handa siya sa pagsapil ng Kanyang pagpanaw sa
mundo Kayat nakuha paniyailong asikasuhin, Ngunit
ang pagmamahal sa kapwa, sa bayan at sa Diyos, al
walang pagkatakot na harapin ang alam niyang
daraling na niyang kamatayan ay isang pamanang
hindi mababayaran ng salapi,

May isang kawikaan na kapag ang isang taong
namatay ay walang nailulong sa Kanyang bayan at
kapwa, at bagkus ay kapanalig pang mga nagpahirap
samgamamamayan, ang kamatayn niyaayitinutunng
na singgaan lamang ng balahibo ng manok. Ngunit
kay Lola Marciana, ang kamatayan niyaay simbigal
ng bundok ng Sierra Madre

Mula sa ‘yong mga anak, mga apo, al mga apo sa
tuhod — maraming salamat Lola. Maraming salamat
sa pamana mo Tood,
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