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UPLB BACKS FAMILY GARDEN PROJECT: A memorandum of agreement was signed recently between the University of the Philippines
Los Banos (UPLB) and the Philippine Home Economics Association (PHEA) making UPLB the technical arm of the nationwide food production
SOI L campaign involving teachers, students and their families. Photo shows UPLB Chancellor Ruben Villareal and PHEA Vice-President Aida Galura
signing the MOA. Also in photo are UP President Emil Q. Javier (chairman of the Board of Consultants of the project), Jose G. Burgos,

Paae ’Z Jr., project director; Dr. Edita T. Burgos, PHEA secretary-general; Dr, N.dar Savella, PHEA treasurer and Project Consultants Julie Amargo,
g Rosario Villar, Peachy Todino and Roberto Sandoval.
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POLICE PURGE ON

By ERIC S. GIRON

ATRATAN. There is an alliterative ring to

this recently-coined word like the rat-a-tat-

tat of an M-16 automatic rifle used by po-
licemen in the massacre of 11 men in two vans said
to be members of the Kuratong Baleleng bank
robbery gang who were shot in their heads at a
distance of not more than two feet.

“Ed, may raratratin sila,
tayo ang mag-iimbestiga,” In-
spector Ricardo Dandan told
SPO2 Eduardo de los Reyes
on the night prior to the killing
on Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon City at 4 a.m. May
18. Filipinos are quick to
absorb such colorful words as
rafratan ‘n their vocabulary.
But there is something sinis-
ter in the ratratan of the
unlucky 11 by a composite
police team.

It was actually a “salvage
operation,” de los Reyes said,
and the rifles and cash found
in the vans were actually
“planted™ by the police oper-
atives. This was confirmed by
the Philippine National Po-
lice crime laboratory which
reported that none of the 11
men had gunpowder marks on
their fingertips.

“Di tama pala si Erap

when he said the Kuratong
Balcleng gang members de-
scrved to die,” said a column
bylined M. Sabado. “Eh mga
gago naman sila. Kaya hayon,
hindi lang sinapak, niratratan
pa.
Columpnist Ramon Tulfo
agrees. Because of corrupt or
inept judges, he says the rotten
Jjudicial system has bred vig-
ilantes among law enforcers.
Because of the rotten system,
the bedrock of democracy,
which is duc process, is
shoved aside and summary
executions become the order
of the day.

But even a bemedalled
policeman who has been with
the Criminal Investigation Ser-
vice since 1985 is sickened
in the stomach by the sight
of so much gore in the vans
that he decided to spill what
he knew about the killing.

The Senate and the Com-
mission on Human Rights
inquiries, the resignation of
the four top police officers
whose men participated in the
“rubout” is now history. But
the PNP has yet o cleanse
itself of the martial rule ar-
bitrary executions from which
Filipinos thought they had
been liberated in 1986. The
Marcos regime has been top-

pled but the exponents of a
police state are still very much
around. Reform-sceking po-
licemen like Eduardo de los
Reyes want 1o regain public
trust in the police.

The trouble with summa-
ry executions is that they don't
sparc the innocent. Wilfredo
Aala of Tanauan, Batangas
was duc (o leave for work
abroad when Presidential Anti-
Crime Commission agents
invaded his home on October
12, 1992, dragged him out of
bed and, still drowsy from
sleep, was arbitrarily shot
dead.

It wumed out the agents
wanted Wilfredo Galicia, head
of a kidnap-for-ransom gang
on suspicion of having abduci-
ed UST studenis Kenneth Go
and Myron Ramos Uy and
killed them. Willy Aala was
killed by mistake—-sorry na
lang.

In a small Spanish village,
a message is cmblazoned
across the courthouse: “No
olvidar a Juan el panadero
(Remember Juan the baker).™
Juan the baker was hanged 1o
death for the death of a per-
son, which he denied. The ac-
tual killer confessed years
allerwards. This is the lalla-
cy of summary executions and
vigilante killings.

THE EXECUTED

Apparently, it had not been
positively verified if each and
everyone of the 11 slain were
Kuratong Baleleng gang
members. Hermes Saura, list-
ed among those killed, was
reported by a kin to be alive
in his Zamboanga del Norte
home at the time the massa-
cre took place.

In one fell swoop, Myrna
Abalora, 42, of Zamboanga
del Norte lost seven members
of her family: her sons Ray,
19, and Sherwin, 17, neph-
ews Joel Amora and
Meleubren Soronda, both 14,
in the alleged rubout; her
brother Wilson Soronda, .a
former army corporal said to
be the gang leader, gunned
down for allegedly trying to
cscape; her sister Gemma
Soronda Siplon (mother of

VICE-PRES. ESTRADA: PACC on spot.

Meleubren), who was abduct-
cd and found dead in Bifan;
and her husband, Rolando
Siplon, one of the 11 killed.

Two new gang recruils
presented to the press by the
police as Tony and Tisoy, who
were covering their faces
under visored caps, said
Sherwin and Meleubren were
used as lookouts by the gang.
What made the vacationing
schoolboys stray into the
gang? Dead youths tell no
tales, '

Wilson Soronda with nicce
Jane Gomez, a high-schooler
on vacation from Dipolog
City, and a relative, Jinky L.
Pait, visited his sister Gem-
ma at her Alabang home on
May 18. At 10 o'clock, po-
lice agents raided the house.
They took Wilson Soronda
supposedly to ﬁoinl out the
whereabouts of other gang
men. When they found no-
body at a supposed hideout,
the agents said Soronda
grabbed a policeman’s gun to
escape but was gunned down.

Five PACC agenis took
Gemma S. Siplon 1o Bifan,
Laguna. Her body was found
later in grassy Silcas Village
with strangulation mrks, her
forchead dented by being
pistol-whipped, and stab

wounds in the heart which'

killed her. An NBI medico-
legal report said she bore
torture signs. Her relatives and
fricnds believed she was si-
lenced on the rubout of the
11 men.

De los Reyes testified he
had seen a woman with plas-
tic covering her face and hands
lied at her back crying ncar
one of the death vans on May
18.

Why did Bifan Police
Chief Inspector Edgardo
Quinlo refuse to show his
invesligation report on Gem-
ma lo the NBI, claiming that
Camp Crame had ordered that
no information should be
furnished any agency other
than the PNP?

Five agents in PACC vesis
abducted Jinky Pait and Jane
Gomez and took them blind-
folded to a house in Antipolo
(Rizal). Jean was slapped on
the face and ordered to un-
dress (by a sex maniac, no
doubt), Human Rights Com-
missioner Narciso Monfort
was told. After harassing the
girls, the agents let them off
at Gate 3 of Fort Bonifacio.

Gomez told an ABC-5 TV
news team in an cxclusive
interview which she repeated
before the CHR that two boxes
containing $2 million which
Wilson Soronda wanted to

change into pesos and
P250,000 in cash were in his
silver-gray Honda Civic car
which she and Jinky boarded
when they went 1o Gemma's
house. (Some $2 million was
reported robbed from a bank
armored van near the airport
in Pasay.)

Gomez said there was also
P25 million in two boxes in
Wilson's house at Superville
Subdivision (Paranaque) when
the police raided it on the
night of May 17. Police un-
der [ire acknowledged recov-
ering only P392,000 from the
two vans. Inspector Ricardo
Dandan claimed he gave the
money to De los Reyes, who
admitted taking only two
Armalite rifles.

A Sandiganbayan official
questioned why PO4 Bricio
Colanding, who was among
17 Task Force Lawin agents
detained at Camp Crame as
suspects in the rubout of
police brothers Elmer and
Jeoffrey Pueda, lawyer-Luis
Matro and Leonardo Montalbo
at the Magallanes Commer-
cial Center on October 2, 1992
was investigating the killing
of the 11? During the arraign-
ment of the agents on May
30, the Sandiganbayan ruled
that Colanding must be con-
fined with the others during
trial because murder is a non-
bailable offensc. Who's re-
sponsible for the hanky-
panky?

TO ABOLISH PACC?

Speaker Jose de Venecia
said the Presidential Anti-
Crime Commission had its
share of accomplishments in
three years of existence but
said both houses of Congress
are proposing a review of the
PACC powers and “eventual
dissolution of the crime body."”
Executive Order 221 reduces
the PACC to a coordinaling
body.

Task Force Habagat has
becn placed under the con-
trol of PNP Director General
Recaredo Sarmiento. The
virtually unknown Task Forces
Kamagong and Matatag have
been immobilized as strike
forces. "I think the PACC has
outlived iis usefulness,” said
former Leyte trial court judge
Rep. Sergio Apostol. De
Venecia said it's time to look
at “repeated incidents of al-
leged atrocities and to deter-
mine if the pluses outweigh
the minuses.”

Vice President Joseph

Estrada dropped his pugna-
cious stance and said he did
not mind having his powers
clipped having done his best
lo maintain peace and order.
He did not resign as PACC
chief but said he would go
along with President Ramos’
decision.

“PACC first tasted blood
with its killing of five Hong
Kong residents believed to be
members of a drug syndicate,”
Smart File reported. “That was

»

in September 1992. PACC was

just a fMedgling. Relatives of
the victims said they were shot
in cold blood. There was no
shootout.”

“In the so-called
Magallanes “shootout,’ PACC
sent bullets flying on the busy
highway and gunned down the
Pueda brothers. Both were po-
licemen. The sentiment of the
public at this time forebodes
the nearing downfall of the
PACC's credibility. It was an

overkill.”

Smart File listed among thegy,

PACC “blunders” the torture-
killing of UP Los Baiios stu-
dents Allan W, Gomez, 19,
and Eileen Y. Sarmenta, 20,
who was gang-raped. Their
bodies were found in differ-
ent locations in Calauan, La-
guna on June 29, 1993. When
the PACC stepped into the
NBI and PNP CIS probe on
July 23, it declared UP stu-
dent Teofilo Alqueza as the
“mastermind.”

Task Force Habagat Chief
Panfilo Lacson took off for
Taiwan, then Hong Kong
purportedly to link Teofilo's
father, Chief Supt, Dictador
Alqueza, and Senior Supt.
Reynaldo Berroya lo the Jack
Chou - kidnapping. Both
Alqueza and Berroya are
detained at Camp Crame on
the Chou kidnapping.

Calauan Mayor Augusto
Sanchez remained unques-
tioned on the killing of the
two students. The PACC was
eventually removed from the
Calauan case. The PNP suc-
ceeded in nailing Sanchez and
his bodyguards for the hei-
nous crimes for which they
arc now serving life terms in
Bilibid Prison.

BRASS DEFENDED

Defense for three belea-
guered generals and one colo-
nel came from unexpected
sources. Teresita Ang See, a
vocal advocate against police
laxity in prosecuting or in-

(Next page, piease)
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volvement in the ransom-kid-
napping of wealthy Chinese.
was al the vanguard of anti-
crime groups who saw a plot
to discredit the anti-crime
campaign of Canson and
Lacson in SPO2 De los Reyes'
lestimony.

Mrs. See charged that De
los Reyes himself was in-
volved in kidnappings and was
a party to a plot by kidnap
syndicates to sabotage the
anti-crime campaign. But she
did not specify in what kid-
nap cases De los Reyes par-
ticipated and who the mili-
tary coddlers of the kidnap-
pers are.

National Security Adviser
Jose Almonte sought to im-
peach the credibility of De
los Reyes' statements with a
vague claim that the summa-
ry dismissal of the officers is
“too hasty™ based on “unver-
ified statements™ of De los
Reyes.

But the PNP Crime Lab-
oratory established the 11
Kuratong Baleleng suspects
had no powder burns and so
could not have fired guns; that
they were handcuffed or their
hands were tied behind their
backs when shot not more than
two feet away. This establishes
De los Reyes' and PO4
Corazon de Jesus' testimonies
that the men were “salvaged™
or summarily killed.

#® The unsolicited See argd
Almonte statements do not
bring out facts but merely
obfuscate or tend to muddle

the cas¢. They do not alier
the faci that the lives of 11

men and teenaged boys who *

might just have been dragged
in were uncercmoniously
snuffed out.

The $2 million and
P250,000 in cash in Wilson
Soronda’s car and the P25
million in his subdivision
home raided by police agents
provide a strong ‘motive for
the rubout as a cover-up. So
was the killing of Gemma
Soronda Siplon. The police
and government actions sub-
sequent lo the Senate and
Commission on Human Rights
inquiries should justify the
punishment of those who
ordered the killing and those
who executed il.

In a democracy, nobody
has the license to commil
arbitrary executions.

RESIDENCE LACK

If the Commission on
Elections will enforce the one-
year minimum residence re-
quired of a candidale, there
must be no quibbling or
Mipflopping. The Comelec
sccond division panel declared
Agapito (Butz) Aquino a
qualified candidate prior o
the May 8 polls with declared
address at 3/F Unit 284
Amapola corner Adalla St.,
Palm Village, Makati.

After Aquino won with
38,547 voles, Augusio (Bob-
by) Syjuco, who had Rep.
Joker Arroyo unseated by the

House electoral tribunal, and
garnered the second highest
35910 votes, asked ithe
Comelec 1o disqualily Aquino
for lack of two months 1o his

& Makati residence. A seven-

member Comelec panel re-

‘verscd the second division

ruling and now favors Syjuco,
whom the majority did nol
vole for in the election.
Aquino may lose his case
in the Supreme Court but he
said he poll body was part of
an “intricale moro-mora”
staged by his rival in a venue
where he has full advantage
“considering the influence that
his political party (Lakas)
wiclds over the commission
members as well as the lo-
gistics he is prepared 1o throw
away just to have me disqual-
ificd.” The Comelec could
have rejected Aquino's can-
didacy from the slarl so as
not to frustrate his scating in
Congress after he has won.

PROCLAMATION
DOUBT

A cloud of doubt hung over
the proclamation of 12 sen-
ators by the Commission on
Elections as losers by slim
margins protested the massive
fraud uncovered by the na-
tional canvassing at the PICC
beside Manila Bay.

Aquilino Pimentel Jr. who,
with Ramon Mitra Jr. and Sen.
Rodolfo Biazon, were eased
out from the roster of 12
winners, demanded that only

the cight top placers be pro-
claimed Nirst while the last
four should have been made
to wait until the claims of
widespread fraud had been
resolved. _ wim

The top eight were Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, with
15,745,741 votes. Raul Roco.
with 12,509,376, Ramon

* Magsaysay Jr., 11,882 458,

Franklin Drilon, 11,032,476,
Juan Flavier, 10,748,628,
Sergio Osmeiia 111, 9,930.935.
and Francisco Tatad,
9.146.951. From Gregorio
Honasan with 8,938,616 voles
in ninth, only a few thousand
voles dilference were credil-
ed to Marcelo Fernan, Juan
Ponce Enrile and Nikki
Coscleng and the losing can-
didates.

The Comelec claim that
counting errors were “deemed
resolved’ after the retabulation
mere aggravales the suspicion
of counting discrepancies. The
losers can never rest assured
their votes were all counted
in. Because of the flawed and
too slow balloting, Chairman
Bernardo Pardo saw the need
for compulerized 1abulations

*in the next polls.

Commissioner Regalado
Maambong's petition to dis-
qualify candidates who vio-
lated rules on campaign post-
ers was doomed from the start.
The Comelec should have set
rigid rules and enforced them
before the counitry was
swamped with the riot of
posters.

JOSE M." BURGOS,
Mortgagee,

< Versus -

MELITON C. AMA, JR.,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
MUNTINLUPA, METRO MANILA

Foreclosure No. E-95-028

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL PROPERTY UNDER ACT 3135,
as amended

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of Deed of Real Estate

Bounded on the N, points 3 to 4 by Lot 3-A-1 of the subd. plan,,
on the E., points 4 to 1 by Lot 8 (LRC) Pcs-8663 (Alley) on
the S., points 1 to 2 by Lot 3-A-3 of the subd. plan; on the W,
points 2 to 3 by Lot 3-B of (LRC) Psd-176199. Beginning at a
pt. marked *1" on plan, being N.68 deg. 54'W., 307.02 m. from
Mon. No. 34, Muntinlupa Eslate; thence WEST 22.73 m to point
2: thence NORTH 6.60 m. lo point 3; thence EAST 22.73 m.
to point 4, thence SOUTH 6.60 m. to point of beginning; con-
taining an area of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY (150) SQ. METERS,
more or less. All points referred lo are indicated on the plan
are marked on the ground by PS cyl. cons. mons. 15x60 cm;
bearings true, date of original survey, during 1907, that of the
subd. survey, executed by Rulo N. Norada, Geo. Eng. on June
1, 1983 : -

Prospective buyers and bidders are hereby enjoined to
investigate for themselves the title of the property described
above, and the encumbrances, if any there be.

Muntinlupa, Metro Manila, May 19, 1995

(Sgd.) ATTY. PACIFICO -r P. MEDINA, JR.
Clark ot Court VI &

Farmers’ demand:
Fight poverty

By MARIO P. CHANCO -

SN.IALL RICE farmers comprising an overwhelming
majority of the nation’s organized pcasantry arc asking
government policymakers to “load the empty anti-poverty
gun, and to put a trigger on iL.”

They made this request at a toplevel meeting over the
weekend during which they pleaded for a genuine safety
net 1o protect them from the disabling effects of the forth-
coming imports. They were scheduled to sit down with
Secretary of Agriculture Roberto Sebastian to iron out the
kinks in this import, which has been a characteristic source
of irritation between government and peasant leaders for
over two decades.

Farmer spokesmen from ten national peasant federa-
tions pointed out that current legislative and budgetary
procedures make a mockery of the farm process, which
interrupts the delivery of critical seed and money inputs
until planting seasons are past, or builds irrigation sys-
tems without water to run them.

In a rare display of fraternal noblesse oblige toward
an absent secretary of agriculture, who has been accused
of neglecting small farmers in favor of big, Philippines
2000-oriented aggie schemes, other peasant leaders said
even a cabinet revamp would avail the peasantry little.

“The best aggie leader can do nothing if his anti-
poverty gun has no ammunition, no political will and
worse, no trigger, to fire it with,” said Marcelo de Guzman,
president of the multi-million-membership Agrarian
Beneficiaries Association (ARBA). He said this was why
the peasantry is determined to get alleged multibillion
“safety net™ aggie funds cnacted into special laws, be-
cause “otherwise, God alone knows who will benefit from
those funds.”

Sectoral Congressman Vic Tagle, chairman of the Fed-
eration of Land Reform Farmers, warned the nalional rice
trade was still *95 percent in the hands of big cartels,”
whose operations are consciously or unconsciously aided
and abeited by government policymakers.

Tagle asked why, in the case of foreign-assisted power
conlractors, guarantees against loss arc provided them
under an emergency law while in the case of staple foods
like rice, no emergency laws allow the government lo
break open rice hoarders’ and profiteers’ bodegas.

Flor Tamargo, chairman of the National Farmers Action
Council, said that in the Cagayan Valley area, shortfalls
of as much as 30 to 40 percent in rice and corn produc-
tion were being sustained due to the lack of irrigation
waler.

Other peasant leaders wondered why government

policymaking bodies comprised membership in “non-knowl-
edgeable™ helds, while the farmers themselves, who are
the persons most conversant with production, are not jn-
cluded in such key offices as the National Food Council.

But all agreed that over and above these problems of
low output and even lower input lies the spectacle of
what happens when any picce of adecision or legislation
is made 1o conlend with the vagaries of the government
project energizing capabilities.

“Wala na ngang bala, wala pang pangkalabit ng baril,”
a leader said. _

Government spokesmen agreed that farm incomes were
slipping to dangerous low levels because of the uncon-
trolled increases in farm expenses.

But NFA htad Romy David said this could be met by
reducing farm inpul expenses. Undersecretary for Agn-
culture Jose Ma. Geroche added he was curious 1o know
if the farmers’ survey of the rice situation in 50 prov-
inces covered all farmers, or only a few.

The farmers said curtly they would 1alk things over
with Secretary Sebastian.

Morigage duly executed in accordance with Act 3135, as amended,
by MELITON C. AMA, JR., Mortgagors, in lavor ol JOSE M.
BURGOS, Mortgagee, dated Oct. 26, 1993 lo satisfy the mortgage
indebtedness amounting to ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN THOU-
SAND PESOS (P116,000.00) Philippine Currency, exclusive of
costs of collection, Attorneys Fees beside expenses of this
foreclosure, the undersigned Ex-Officio Sherilf of the Regional
Trial Court of Muntinlupa, Metro Manila, thru Antonio D, Blancaflor
or any of his deputies, hereby announces and gives notice to v
all parties concerned and to the public in general that on JULY
19, 1995 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, or soon thereafter,
in front of the Municipal Building of Muntinlupa, Metro Manila,
shall sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for CASH,
in* Philippine Currency, the herein described real property, to
wit:

Ex-Officio Shenift

(Sgd.) ANTONIO D. BLANCAFLOR
Sheriff-in-Charge

Note: Award ol Publication In the We Forum drawn by lot in
accordance with law.

WARNING

IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE, DEFACE
OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SALE ON OR BEFORE THE
DATE OF SALE UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW:

COPY FURNISHED:
g 1. ATTY. ALEJANDRO B. saULoG

Unit No. 406, Cityland Condominium 10
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE ' i Ci
NO. (S-87052) 183161 Tower |, 6815 A&ala Avenue, Makati City

A parcel of land (Lot 3-A-2 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-
315396, approved as a non-subd. project, being a portion of Lot
3-A (LRC) Psd-176199, LRC Rec. No. 6137) situated in the Bo.
of Alabang, Mun. of Muntinlupa, Metro Manila, Island of Luzon.

MELITON C.:AMA, JR.
Bayanan, Muntinlupa, Metro Manila

WE FORUM
June 12, 19 & 26, 1995




More than just casinos

for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education,

PA
& YAGe,

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from income remitted to the President's Social
Fund, providing learning facilities to thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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‘NEW FARM PRODUCT: FISH

WASHINGTON — With-
in 15 years, nearly 40 per-
cent of all fish for the human
diet and more than half of
the value of the global fish
catch could come from [ish
farming and sea ranching.

As a new rcport by the
Consultative Group on Inter-
national Agricultural Rescarch
(CGIAR) was released, Ismail
Serageldin, the World Bank's
vice president for environmen-
tally sustainable development,

- said; “The next great leap in
producing food will come
from “domesticaled’ and ge-
netically improved varietics
of fish and other seafood.”

Mr. Serageldin is also chair
of CGIAR, which is cospon-
sored by the Bank, the Unit-
ed Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP), the Food and
Agriculture Organizalion
(FAO) and the UN Environ-
ment Program (UNEP).

The new report said a new
wave of fish farmers 15 al-
ready raising the “aquatic
chicken,” the filapia fish that
is native to Africa but is now
being farmed in more than 85
countries in Asia, Lalin
America, Africa and even in
the United States. In large
quantitics, carp, gianl clams,
salmon, trout, catfish and
scallops are increasingly pro-
duced and genetically im-
proved on aquatic farms, just
as cattle, sheep and chicken
have been on land.

Fish is the fifth mosi
important agricultural com-
modity. It accounts for 7.5
percent of total world food
production. More than one
billion people in developing
countrics depend upon fish as
the primary source of animal
protein. Fish provides 28
percent of total animal pro-
tein in Asia; 21 percenl in
Africa; cight percent in Latin
America; seven percenl in
North America; and 10 per-
cent in Western Europe.

Although global fish catch-
es have increased five-fold
between 1950 and 1989 to
some 100 million tons, over-
all production has stagnated
since then as fishers have
exhausted new sources of
supply. The UN estimates that
an additional 16 million tons
would be needed annually to
maintain consumption al cur-
rent levels in the year 2010,
assuming present population
growth rates.

“The only way to meet
increasing demand is to boost
output by raising fish just as
farmers produce livestock,
poultry and plants, in addi-
tion to belter managing €x-
isting wild fish resources,”
says Mr. Serageldin. “On the
land we have learned to pro-
duce food by cultivation. But
in the sea we still act as
hunters and gatherers. We still
catch fish like we used to hunt
down buffaloes on the Great

A worldwide demand
for fish has spawned
fish farms alongside

land-based agriculture

FISH CATCH: Global valve.

Plains of the United States,
with similar results.”

Rising global demand for
fish. combined with declin-
ing stocks, has caused doz-
ens of international incidents
over fishing rights in recent
years involving among oth-
ers Canada, Spain, Brazil,
France, Japan, Iceland, Por-
tugal, the US, Russia, Nor-
way, Taiwan, the United
Kingdom, Indonesia, Austra-
lia and the Philippines.

“Under increasing scarci-
ty, we expect more disputes
and possible violence in the
coming years as fishers com-
pete for depleted fish stocks
and as more arcas are degrad-
ed by pollution and habitat
destruction,” says Meryl
Williams, director general of
the Philippine-based Interna-
tional Center for Living
Aquatic Resources Manage-
ment (ICLARM), one of the
specialized centers in the
CGIAR) system. “Everyone is
secking a better, more sus-
tainable way to manage fish-
eries resources.”

At present, of the 200 main
marine fisheries stocks world-
wide, almost two-thirds are
overexploited, depleted or
recovering. Only about a third
are under-used or moderate-
ly used.

Nine of the world's 17
major fishing areas are in
serious decline, with four
depleted commercially — the

" rebuild

Gulf of Thailand, the seas in
Southeast Asia, the southern
part of the North Sea and the
northern Mediterranean.

The main reason: too much
fishing, according to
ICLARM. Between 1970 and
1990, the world fishing fleet
doubled from 585,000 to 1.2
million boats. Today, some
3.5 million recorded fishing
vessels are on the world’s
waterways; there are also
millions of small unrecorded
fishing craft.

More than half the world’s
population live within 35
miles (60 kilometers) of the
sea, and this share could rise
to three-quarters of humani-
ty by 2020.

“Even in the most optimis-
tic case, all we hope for is to
maintain current production
Jrom wild stocks,” says Dr.
Williams. “This is still a vital
part of the production side of
the world food equation. Slip-
page here will place impos-
sible demands on aquaculture
targets.”

ICLARM has suggested
some steps which could
maintain the take from tradi-
tional ocean fishing grounds.
They include allowing deplet-
ed or collapsed stocks to
themselves, by
eliminating direct and indi-
rect subsidies to overcapital-
ized fishing fleets; and en-
forcing legislation designed

(Next page, please)

TO THERESA L. CRUZ,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Natlonal Capltal Judiclal Reglon
BRANCH 107 - Quezon Cly

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
FOR CHANGE OF NAME FROM TESSIE
LIM CRUZ, aka. TESSIE L. CRUZ

THERESA L. CRUZ-RONQUILLO,
Petitioner.

SP. PROC, NO, Q-95-23092

AMENDED ORDER OF HEARING
In a verified petition received by this Court on March 1, 1995, petitioner Theresa L. Cruz-

Ronquilio prays that after due notice, publication and hearing, judgment be rendered ordering the
change ol her first name JTessie L. Cruz appearing in her birth certificate to Theresa L. Cruz.

The petition alleges among others that petitioner is a Filipino, of legal age, married and a
resident of 11 Insurance Street, GSIS, Project 8, Quezon City lor more than three (3) years prior
o the date of the liling of the petition; that she was born on April 18, 1959 at V. Luna General
Hospital, Quezon City and was registered with the Civil Registry of Quezon City as TESSIE LIM
CRUZ; she was baptized on August 19, 1959 at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Parish, Quezon
City; that her baptismal certificate shows that the name THERESA was superimposed on her
first name Tessie; that because ol such imposition, she has consistently used THERESA as first
name In her school/academic credentials; in her marriage certificate and in her employment records;
that petitioner's use of THERESA as her first name instead ol TESSIE as appearing in her birth
certificate has been In honest obedience to the name written in her baptismal certificate; that
never has she or her mother desired to hide or conceal her identity; that to straighten her records
and to avoid confusion, petitioner filed this petition to change her name as appearing In her
Certificate of Live Birth from TESSIE L. CRUZ to THERESA L. CRUZ; that petitioner has no
pending criminal record. B

It appearing that the petition is sufficient in lorm and substance, the same is hereby given

due course and is hereby ordered set for hearing on November 3, 1995 at 8:30 o'clock in the,

morning, at which date and time any person may appear and show cause, il any, why the petition

should not be granted.

Let a copy of this Order be published at the expense of the petitioner in We Forum, a newspaper
in general circulation in Quezon City and in Metro Manila selected by raffle pursuant to PD 1079

once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks.

Notify the Office of the Solicitor General and/or Office of the City Prosecutor who are hereby
ordered to appear for the State pursuant to Sec. 4, Rule 103 ol the Revised Rules ol Gourt.
The petitioner is hereby ordered to submit the affidavit of publication and the separate Issues
of the newspaper where this order shall be published before the Branch Clerk of this Court at

least three (3) days before the hearing for verification.

SO ORDERED.

May 31, 1995, Quezon City, Metro Manila

(Sgd.) ROSALINA L. LUNA PISON

Presiding Judge

cc: Office of the Solicitor General
134 Amorsolo St., Legaspl Village
Makalti, Metro Manila

Office of the City Prosecutor
Quezon City

Theresa L. Cruz-Ronquillo
Petitioner

11 Insurance Street
GSIS Project 8, Q.C.

Atty. Liwayway J. Nazal delos Santos
Counsel for the Petitioner

520 A. Mabinl cor., General Geronimo St
Kaloocan City

WE FORUM
June 12, 18 & 26, 1905
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for conserving exploited [ish
populations. Some fisherics
should be left entirely lo
small-scale [ishermen, who
should also be offered new
alternative livelihoods to
improve their standard of
living.

The agency also says fish-
ery resources must be pro-
tected from open and free
access by some form of prop-
erty rights. held either by
individuals or communilies,
and the owners must be in-
volved and responsible for
husbanding their resources.
More extensive marine and
freshwater areas must be put
under various forms of pro-
tection to allow recovery of
aquatic life and to act as
sources of stock replenish-
ment.

With more than one-quar-
ter of all fish caught com-
mercially, or 27 million tons,
discarded, ICLARM also says

all fish catches could benefit
from better handling to over-
come problems of spoilage
that cause millions of tons of
losses ecach year.

Two important fish produc-
tion trends are cmerging as
wild stocks reach their limiis
while aquaculture is still
developing:

The seca is producing a
lower proportion of overall
fish catch. Catches have re-
mained below the maximum
of 86 million tons since 1989,
dipping to 84 million tons in
1993.

On the other hand. produc-
tion of aquaculture is steadi-
ly increasing. It totaled about
16 million tons in 1993, up
from 11 million tons in 1988.
Aquaculture produced 22
percent of food fish in 1993,
versus 12 percent in 1984,

Total aquatic production
from the developing world
began 1o exceed that of the

developed world in the late
1980s. About 70 percent of
the global catch is caten di-
rectly. up to hall of which is
still produced by small-scale
fishenies. Some 30 percent of
production 1s uscd as feed,
chiefly in aquaculture and to
fatten livestock.

But aquaculture remains a
new [ronticr, particularly in.
the tropics where fish grow
fastest. Apart from the few
Asian countrics that produce
over 80 percent of the world's
farmed aquati¢ products and
some significant operations in
other countrics such as Nor-
way, mos! counlrics have few
aquatic farms.

The solution is to devel-
op. through research, aquac-
ulture systems that will not
damage the environment or
lead to social problems and
that will be compatible,
better still integrated, with
other enterprises that depend

.

upon natural resources,

“This means substantially
more invesiment in rescarch
is nceded.” says Dr. Williams.
“Research, often in partner-
ship with the farmers and
others they scek 1o help, will
hold the keys to the innova-
tions ‘and solutions that are
necded.”

ICLARM scientists also
believe that one of the best
ways lo expand aquaculture
in the developing world is to
integrate fish farms with land-
based agriculiure, improving
both in a process called In-
tegrated Resource Manage-
ment, or IRM. The concept
brings farmers and scienlists
together 1o transform exist-
ing small-scale farms inlo
integrated agricullure-aquac-
ulture systems.

IRM sceks to develop
systems for “new entrants”
into aquaculture among the
poorer groups of farmers in

less favorable environments.
It aims to rchabilitate water
sources and lo increase in-
comes and food security of
the small farmer.

Dr. Williams stressed that
care should be taken lo en-
sure that people do not end
up as losers, as Lhe case with
some hastily introduced new

technology. He said, “The
limits of the environment must
not be overstepped, and non-
native species should not be
introduced into water bodics
where they can wreak envi-
ronmental havoc. Disease and
pests will also follow many
new aquaculture develop-

ments.” (DEPTHnews)

MA. ESTELA SINDICO LAO,
Plasntif;

- versus
JAMES C. LAO,

WHEREAS, on April 25, 1995, pet

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

CIVIL CASE NO Q-95-22175

SUMMONS

P ey

of this

Lel this logeth

against James C. Lao whose las| known add
therefore could not be served wilh summons under the provisions ol Sec
AND WHEREAS, on April 25, 1995, the Honorable JULIETO P TABIOLO, Presiding Judge of this Court, issued an

through C
in the P

hlehad

93 Xaver St, San Juan,
Quezon City, 12 May 1995

MARIA ESTELA SINDICO LAO,

“ Versus -
JAMES C LA,

1 PIM!IH It o
City, Metro Manila, Philppines

school students.

the pl

(Sgd ) NORMA M

Publical

| hl.d an Ex-Parie M
PP = at 91-83 Xawier St

To Serve S by P
San Juan, Metro Manila, and

17, Aule 14 of the Revised Rules of Coun

rder the saxd mot
NO‘I THEREFORE, defendant James C Lao = hereby summoned and requited 1o lile with the Ofiice of the Regwonal
Trial Court, Branch 106, Quezon CHy, his answer lo the pelition herawith of the plaintfl wihin sty (60) days aher the

serving a copy thereol upon the plamntdl whose address is al 21 Matulum St Sta Mesa
qu'lh Quezon Ciy, Melro Manila, upon lailure on his part 10 do 30 as aloresaxd plaintd! will take judgman! agams! hm
by default and may demand lrom the said Court reliels prayed lor in the complaini

with the palil be p
of general circulation “in Metro Manila, n accordance with P
Likewise, plaintil shall in her expense, deposil copy ol this summons, as well as the pelilion al the Quezon Ciy Posi
Office, postage pre-paid and by registered mail addresded to delendant James C Lao al his last known addiess af 91-
Metro Manila

H, at its expense, in the *“We Forum * a newspaper
No. 1079, once a week for thiee (3) conseculive weeks

RAMOS

Legal Ressarcher & OIC

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Nationsl Cepital Judicial Region
Branch
Quezon City

Plaintd{,

CIVIL CASE NO Q9525175
For Declaration of Nullity of Marriage

Delendant
X

COMPLAINT

Plaintif, |h=ough counsel, lo this Honorable Courl, respectiully alleges
legal age, maried, a Filipino ctizen, and a resident of 21 Matulum Stieel, Sta Mesa Heights, Quezon

2. Delendani m of legal age, marmed, a Filipino cdizen and his whereabouts are presently unknown His last known
acdress 8 91-93 Xavier Streel, San Juan, Metro Manila, Philippines
3. Plaintifl mel delandani in 1968 whan she was lilleen years old and ihe lalter was sixiesn years old Both were high

4. Delendant immediately courled plainifl and, subsequenily, thoy became sweethearts

5. Even while they were sweselhearis, plaintifi observed cerlain negalive charactenshics ol the delendan

5.1. Delendant would oftentimes fail 1o show up or cancel appaintments or dates on llimsy excuses

52 Delendan! was hol-tlempered and would often provoke arguments on minor mailers

5.3 Delendan! was habitually drinking and would visid plaintifl even d he was drunk

6. When plaintil was in lisl year college, she eloped with delendant. On 28 March 1971, plaintifl and delendant were

10.3. Alter aboul a year, 1o plaintdl's shock and dismay, defendant told her 1hdi he was not going io take the CPA

examinations Plamtifl discovered thal defendant had not senously
given him lor books and other expenses on hms dnnkmB and going out al pights
104 Plantif and delendant had a vicious quarrel

d lor the ex

i and had spent the money

efendant physically abused the plaintifl and inlhcled injuries on

har Plaintdf wanted to leave delendant bul, on the behest of both |heir parents, was persuaded to continue living with
the delendan! for the sake of then childien

11 However,

relationship between plamidf and delendani deteroraled

111 Plaintdl continued lo provide sole support lor the lamily. Defendant had no regular job or incoma and, il he sarned

from some minor business deals, did nol gve any

y to the plaintiff for h

hold and olther expenses

11 2 Delendant continued going out &l night with his friends. He would coma home drunk, Sometimes, he would not
come home for days and plainttl learned that he had other women, He did nol care for and was indifflerant to the problems
al home nor did he help in taking care ol their growing children

12 In 1986, delendani decided 1o go 1o the Unied Siates to look lor a job. He stayed there for aimost a year bul
came back because he could nol find a b

13 Due to business reversals, m 1987, plaintill went to the United States to search lor greener pastures

131 Plamnll left 1o delendant their iwoe childien. From her income in the Unied Stales, plaintd|

to delendani for their expenses

gularly sent y

132 In 1988, plaintdl weni back o the Philippines and look back the children Irom delendant She found out that
delendan!, when he was irmitated or drunk, would constantly box and kick the children

133 Plantil wenl back to the United States with the children There, she eslablished a business thal entads her iravel
belween the Unied Siates and the Philippines

14 In 1989 delendant also lelt lor the United Stales He did nol communicale with the plantiff or the children and
they do nol know his present whereabouls

15 In the Unfed States, plaintil! had liled for and was granted a divorce from delendant

16 From the ume ol the marnage ol plaintifl 1o delendani, the lalter has failed to assume the essenlial obhgalions

ol marnage, 1o wit

(a) He failed to observe mutual love, respect and fdelily,
(b) He laled to render mulual help and supporl,
(c) He laled 1o provide suppon for his lamily,

(d) He does nol lve with his family;

because of hs psychological incapacity, characterized by his immatunly, habiual drunkenness and other causes

Prayer

WHEREFORE, 15 respactivlly prayed thal judgment be rendered declanng the mamage between plantitl and delendant
contracted on 28 March 1971 as null and void, ordering the partition ol their conjugal properties and ordering the presumplive
legtime of the children be deliverad o them

Plaintill prays lor such other relels just and proper in the premises

Makati lor Quezon City,

MARIA ESTELA SINDICO-LAO, of legal a
1 She is the plaintff in the above-eniille

1 March 1995

QUISUMBING TORRES & EVANGELISTA
Counsel for Plantdl

11/F Pacific Star Building

Makali Ave cor. Sen Gil Puyat

Makali,

Metro Manila

by:

{Sgd.) RICARDO P.C. CASTRO, JR
PTR 4658813 1-17-95 Makali

IBP 372370 5-24-94 |loilo Cily

VERIFICATION

case

. Filipino, subscnibing under oath, deposes and says

2 She caused \he preparalion of the loregoing complaint and the contents therecl are lrue and correct of her own

knowledge

3 She has not theretolore commenced any other action or proceeding involving the same issues in the Supreme Count,
the Court ol Appeals, or any other tnbunal or agency
4 To the besl of her knowledge, no such action or proceeding is pending in the Suprems Courl, the Courl of Appeals,

or any other tnbunal or agency

marned al the Sanctuano de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Mamla Plaintill was then 18 years old while delendant
was 19 years old They were both college studerdls and were being supported by thes parents

7. On that wedding day, defendan drank and became intoxicated. That night, plaintilt lound delendant very drunk, lying
on the floor of the bathroom and throwing up. She had 1o lake care ol him the whole night. Numerous splsodu-s ol
drunk ol the delendant followed This was often accompanied by quarrels and arguments belwoen plantfl and
defendanl. Later, defendani began 1o malreal and physically abuse plaintiff

8, Plaintill and Befendant have two childron James Lao, Jr was borm on 16 August 1971 and Maria Eslela Pollyanna
Laoc was barn on 28 June 1973

@ Aher the wedding, plaintill and delendani continued with therr studies Thoy ware given monihly allowances by thew
paranis.

9.1, Howevet, with the coming ol the children, the all o8 wele nol h

9.2 Plaintif had to earn money through Il'l\l" business deals 1o support the hma'ly

8.3 Delandant did nol do anything to eam extra income. He would just laze around the house on his free time. He
would go out al night to drink with his Iriends and would come home diunk and intoxicaled. Whenever plainliff would raise
the msue ol addilional incoma wilh the delandani, the lalter would gel angry and would olienlimes hit the plainiil

10. Plantitf and defendant gradualed from college and their parents told them thal their allowances would have 1o siop
and they have to lend lor themsalves

10.1. Plaintil borrowed lrom her lather the use ol propeity which sha mongaged and with the pmmods'&l the loan
construcied a markel with stalls for lease.
10.2. Delondani told plaintilf that he would not yel look lor a job since he wanted to review for and lake the CPA
board tions, Plainlfl agreed and in order lo provide for thenr household and other expenses and the cosis ol (he
CPA review, she worked hard on her new business which was (heir sole income

5 She undarakes to report any such action or procesding has been filed or is pending belore the Supreme Court or”
Courl of Appeals or any Iribunal or agency, within live (S) days therelrom to the courl or agency whersin the original pleading
and swaorn cerilication contemplaled hersin have been liled

(Sgd.) MARIA ESTELA SINDICO LAO
Alfiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN fo bolore me this 15t of March 1995, afliant exhibding to me her Communily Tax Carificate
No 1101080 issued on Decembar 20, 1984 al Quezon City

(Sgd.) NARCISO A MANANTAN

Nolary Public

Until December 31,

P.TR. Mo. 4668615
1/20/85 - Makati

1996
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Rotten system

URING A television appearance last week, Vice-President Joseph Estrada

and Secretary Rafael Alunan of interior and local governments lambast-
ed the justice system in this country. Instead of being a deterrent to crim-
inality, the system had instead encouraged the rise of criminality through
crooked judges who grant bail for non-bailable and heinous offenses, crooked
law-enforcers who allow convicted prisoners to escape, and crooked prosecu-
tors who deliberately weaken cases. All for a hefty fee, of course.

We still recall that during the time of Jimmy Carter’s presidency, a
sister of his was arrested for playing a harmonica too loudly, a breach of
peace felony, during a party at a restaurant in Plains, the Carters’ very own
hometown. Very recently, we read that the wife of Stephen Solarz, a friend
of this country during his term as a New York congressman, was sentenced
to one year of probation and 50 hours of community service for “improperly
taking” a small amount of money from a charitable group she headed and
writing a bad check.

“I'm very sorry for what I have done,” Mrs. Nina Solarz sobbed before
the judge when asked to speak. “I’ve been shamed, I’ve been embarrassed.
I’ve suffered greatly for what I have done. I will never do that again.”

It was a tearful mea culpa all the way. No pettifogging arguments from
loophole-seeking lawyers. Giving herself to the tender mercies of -the court,
she entered a plea bargain agreement which was accepted. Tempering justice
with mercy, the judge handed down a suspended sentence for the 63-year-old
Mrs. Solarz. It was a beautiful decision that can only come from a mind
steeped in Socratic wisdom. And it marks another significant milestone that
cannot but enhance anew the quality of the justice system in that country.

Just about a couple of years ago, we read reports about a mother of four
who got a life sentence for selling two sticks of marijuana. It was according
to the law, the judge lamely says. The letter of the law, as this case shows,
only abets at certain unfortunate times the stupidity of men — and judges.

So what does the letter of the law say about Marcosa who had appealed
_her case to the Supreme Court after being convicted by the Sandiganbayan

" 124 years for graft and corruption? Is that court allowed by law and con-
& science to act on its pleasure? And Marcosa has not even said she was sorry.

The birds did it

T’s A Believe it or Not story. A gaggle of birds trimmed down to Lilliputian-

sized a cabal of Homo Sapien. out to probe the mysteries of the universe.

The scientists are reported to be philosophical about it, because they
have no choice but postpone indefinitely the launching of the space shuttle
Discovery after its fuel-tank insulation was punctured by love-struck wood-
peckers. One of the spaceships in a $2 billion program, Discovery was built
to withstand the “rigors of orbital flight, from blast-off to fiery re-entry.” Yet
it was driven off its launching pad by a flock of yellow shafted flickers, a
o common woodpecker indigenous to North America.

At least six dozen holes, some as big as four inches wide, were found on
the insulation, forcing Discovery’s untimely retreat to the hangars for repairs.
The damage was serious enough to delay the launch from its original schedule
this week to August.

The birds have rendered their judgment, man must bow to superior
wisdom.

At last, it’s over

AST WEEK, the Comelec proclaimed the 12 elected senators.

It came a month after the May 8 polls and the proclamation was based
on 99 percent of all certificates of canvass from the whole country. We cannot
help comparing this record with the elections in France recently which named
a winner six hours after the booths closed. Of course, nobody cheated there,

@ At least, there were no reports.

Bill Clinton’s classmate topped the list, which just goes to show that it
pays to be a classmate of the American president. By and large, the people
made a good choice, they are mostly good men and women, although Cory
Aquino most certainly was disappointed with the inclusion of Gringo Honasan
in the winning dozen. To balance the score, however, the son of Ma¥Fcos did
not make it, so she should be able to take the overall results with accustomed
poise.

And we could all heave a sigh of relief that the charade is over, at last.

VMWAGIC DOZER

A new
Ombudsman

NOW THAT Ombudsman Conrado M.
Vasquez is already retired — his third and,
hopefully, his last from government service
— expect changes in the anti-graft office. To
expect the status quo or a conlinuation of
Vasquez's management style is o expect no
improvement at all in the drive against she-
nanigans in the govermnment.

Since Vasquez became Ombudsman seven
years ago, this paper and this column have
been critical of his office for its slowness
and its failure, if not incompelence, in pros-
ecuting the Big Fishes. To date, the Ombugs-
man's office has yet to send a big fry to
Munti. On the contrary, it has absolved a lot
of them while indicting their respective sub-
ordinates. Toke the case of that Cabinet
member involved in the anomalous purchase
of an abandoned decrepit hotel, The Ombuds-
man said the guy had absolutely nothing lo
do with it despite his imprimatur to the sale!
Good grief.

T

The list of nominees for Ombudsman is
not impressive, however. It includes former
Jjustices with questionable credentials; one
of them s, in fact, discredited in the Bar
and in the academe, .

At this writing, Ramos has not yet named
Vasquez’s successor. If I were him, I'll go
beyond the list submitted by his sycophants,
who have their own personal interests to
protect.

But Ramos won’t do it. Nor will he ap-
point someone with impeccable credentials,

one like Caesar’s wife. He is too much of
a politician to do it. I’'m almost sure he’ll
name someone beholden to him — for ob-
vious reasons.

Yes, only the lowly government bureau-
crats go to jail for violation of anti-graft
statutes.

Ty

Now I know why those garrulous radio
commentators and the family of that poison-
ing — er, suicide — victim became deafen-
ingly silent a week before the May 8 polls.

One of His Honor's confidantes recently
confided to me that His Honor's men staffed
the commentators's mouths with fat enve-
lopes containing you-know-what and “com-
pensated” the victim's — er, suicide's —
family with P1.5 M.

Little wonder, His Honor has regained his
artificial smile. A smile, nonetheless.

That's how cunning His Honor is,

LA L LY

If it’s true that Mayor “Rambotito” Binay
has illegally enriched himself in ofTice, why
doesn’t Ramos go hammer and tongs to
prosecute him?

In my short stint with the Ombudsman’s

(Page B. please)
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OPINION

HEART
AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

Rice 2

RICE CAN be cooked unevenly depend-
ing on the degree of heat it is exposed to.
This was what last week's Heart and Hearth
was all about. We concluded that  being
subjeoted to trials ( as in fire) can help a
person develop his character (just as the
rice swells).

Here are more thoughts about rice.

My family prefers rice cooked soft and
tender...but others who are used to rice cooked
with less water would find this texture soggy
and watery... in Tagalog “malata” , in Bicol
‘marugi’. The consisiency of cooked rice
would depend mainly on the proportion of
waler to rice. Naturally, the more water the
more tender the rice and vice-versa.

And again our thoughts played...
could be us.

Water could be graces from above.

The more water we add to the rice the
more it would grow... the more graces we
receive, the greater our spiritual growth,

That is of course, if we are open (o these
graces.

Again, a play of thoughts. would it be
our choice .. that is, whether to be open or
not?

If we were the rice and if the cook de-
cided to add waier, would the rice have
any other action or reaction but to absorb
the water... whether we liked it or nol?

If He who gives graces so decides to
shower us with graces would we have a say
on whether to receive it or not?

The ‘cook’ would hold the fate (condi-
tion) of the rice in his hands.

And He and He alone can initiate wheth-
er we will be drawn closer to Him or not.

Being prayerful... being forgiving... and
being charitable ... these are not enough
reasons to feel proud.

Unless the ‘cook’ chooses 1o add *water”
the rice cannot on its own be tender or firm.

We cannolt on our own volition even wish
Lo pray. nor be inclined to forgive, nor desire
to be charitable.

Reflection went on... while the hands were
busy washing dishes... prayer therefore would
be for more ‘waler’/'graces’ 10 desire or to
wanl a virtue.

An example would be * Lord grant me
the grace to desire to decrease in the sight
of others for as long as | increase in your
sight.’

rice

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hersby given thal the estale of the lale
VICENTE A. NUDA who died on January 22, 1994 ai
Quezon City has been extiaj lly setiled g his
heirs in a documen! enlitled "Aflidavil of Sell-Adjudica-
lion* under Doc. No. 2863, Page No. 105, Book No I,
Senes ol 1995 ol Notary Public Aty H. Fadre Luna

WE FORUM
June 12, 190 & 26, 1608

Why it pays to be a senator

ANYONE watching the last-gasp rigodon
xany honor in the Comelee senatorial vole-
counting vaudeville show should by now, |
believe, have an inkling ol why the tmlender
candidates are Nghting like satanic hordes
waiting to ¢laim a good man about to fall
from grace.

But few among us can articulate the rea-
sons why.

It is almost as though, having come lo
grips with a secret too horrible 1o contem-
plate, let alone act upon, we have decided i1
does not exist at all.

We know deep down in hours why the
motlo “Basta manalo lang!" has become the
key word, the bottom line, il you prefer, of
our national political life. Bul our long ex-
posure to the hypocritical cant of western
Republican ethies, plus the clash of our Judeo-
Christian upbringing with our essentially pagan
practicality, prevents us from lacing the truth
about our political system. To say nothing
about ourselves,

We confront issues, problems and solu-
tions. not as they are, bul as our convoluted
counterfeit moralists wish us to sce them.
The result, quite naturally, 15 an unpleasant
Mmess.

Why are the Messrs. Enrile, Mitra, Pimentel,
et. al., and that last surviving Opposition lady
Nikki Coseteng, so hellbent on making it 1o
the magic 127 They behave as though win-
ning a slot in this lackadaisical dilatory

chamber was more important than the See-

ond Coming?

What makes each of them cry foul! Fraud!
Fake! Cheat! as though they had become co-
authors, along with Leticia Ramos Shahani,
of a new moral code for aspirants 1o high
political office?

It is not, surely, because the position of
Senator of the Philippines carries with 1t a
genelic obligation to serve the people.

As anyone even vaguely familiar with the
campaign promises and platforms of the top
20 senatorial candidates must surely know,

hardly one ol these exalied gents and ladies
carried a label identifying him (her) with the
crudest aspirations of the people.

Their hearts bled not for the people but
for the acutely personal and corporate goals
ol their narrow worlds.

No one to our knowledge ever admilted
during the campaign period they were enter-
ing a style of political confrontation where
the gut problems of this magnificent nation
would be addressed.

No one, not Miriam Defensor Santiago,
not the disembodied revolutionary Gringo
Honasan, said he would probe the innards of

i . >
the social-business-political elites who rule

the country so the people could know, how-
ever late in the game, why they have no hope
of rising from their poverty.

Not one candidale could draw even the
blurriest diagram of a scenario lo return
dispositive power to 30 million larmers, six
million overseas contract workers, four mil-
lion Filipino Americans, many more millions
of workers, professionals. ordinary people.

Tliey could net, or would not, point out
the paradox of these people carrying the entire
Philippine economy on their backs — and
getting paid for their pains with physical and
cconomic hiyjackings, rice imports, hangings,
higher taxes and higher costs of living.

No one, indeed, could present the small-
est shred of evidence his (her) heart bled for
the continuing rape of the nation’s forests,
rivers, croplands and seas. To say nothing of
the brutalized citizenry living outside the rim
of automatic teller machines, export process-
ing zones or cheap imported NFA rice.

They talked vociferously about Dick
Gordon's platinum-shiny Subic Bay Devel-
opment Authority — but not about the hid-
cous poisonous and radioactive wastes buried
underncath or all around it, embedded forev-
er because of the senators’ inability to push
the government to do right by the people.

They talked about how one grizzled bu-
reaucrat was speaking of leveling the oli-
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garchs’ playing fields — even as the Supreme
Court and the Ombudsman were trying to
level everything he stood for.

They repeated the hoary aphorism about
how, if elected, they would provide the nation's
hand-to-mouth food producers, mainly small
farmers and fishermen, with P60 biilion worth
of safety nets. This would enable the farmers
to survive GATT, the Lakas-NUCD coalition
and Raul Roco's joyous, almost complacent
handling (in pursuit of legislation) of the
Kuratong Baleleng rubout case.

(What prefer cover such investigations could
provide — for anything at all under the sun!)

They kept their mouths shut, all the can-
didates did, about the political and economic
fringe benefits their election to the senate
would give them: immunity from harassment
of their personal, corporate or alfiliate hoards;
access (o the highest office of the land; the
ability to strike terror into the hearts of any
one unfortunate to cross their paths; a jumpstart
vantage point from which to leapfrog into
the Presidency, or into a privatized plum like
the Napocor, its multi-billion satellite plants
and installations.

Plus a chance to practise high-value law,
like some justices of the Supreme Court,
without the need to write briefs or to appear
in courl.

How to practise high value law, then? Ahal
Ask the special interests who own them.

Service to the nation at large; did you
say? We don’t know. All the crowds can
understand is that, in more ways than one,
it pays to be a senator.

Misteryo

TAPOS NA ang cleksyon ngunit ang
salitang oplan-dagdag bawas ay nagiging
bahagi na ng ating bokabularyo. Kahit si
Comelec Chairman Pardo ay nagsabing hindi
“perpekto” ang nakarrang eleksyon.

Inabot ng isang buwan bago maideklara
ang mga nanalong 12 senador. Bukit? Marami
pang mga lanong tulad ng gumastos nga ba
ng isandaang milyon angisang kandidato para
makapasok sa Magic 127 Nagbigay nga ba
ng mga “blank check™ ang 1sang kKandidatong
senador sa mga mayor para manalo? Kung
ilang botanie raw ang maibibigay ng mga
mayor ay gayundin ang halagang ilalagay ng
kandidato na 1scke. Marami pang tsismis, haka-
haka, intriga, al iba pa, magpapatuloy hangga't
hindi marahil natatalakay sa kongreso ang

“Electoral Code.™

Inupuan® ito noong nakaraang kongreso,
Bubulukin kaya ito ngayon?

Rk

Nagkakotong-kotong na ang isyu hinggil
sa Kuratong Baleleng gang “rubout™ o
“shootout™ Pinatay umano si Gemma Soronda,
kapatid ng lider ng gang. Ngayon naman ay
tumestigo si Jean Gomez na sinalakay ang
bahay ng mga kababata niya at nakita niya
ang milyong piso sa mga attache case na
Kinuha umano ng mga ahente ng PACC, Sa
pagsasalita ni Gomez, mukhang tiyak na tiyak
niya sa kanyang mga pahayag al pumayag pa
siyang paillalim sa “wilness protection pro-
gram’ ng DOJ. Misteryosa ba siya o matapang
na Pilipinong nais lamang itama ang mali?

Max NOBLE . ..

office, | came across documented charges
against Binay, but nothing positive ever
happened. Of course, it was Cory’s time,
and just about everybody knows how close
Binay is to her.

More than three years have elapsed since
Cory leflt Malacanang, and it’s the same old
story.

I'm not saying Binay Is guilty. My point Is,
let him face the music If there's indeed prima
facle evidence against him. No less than b former
bodyguard of Binay's, one Alfonso Policarplo,
has accused Binay of violating the law on lllegal
enrichment. (See Today, May 4).

(From page 7)

ok

I'm no admirer of columnist Vicente Albano
Pacis, ‘whom | consider a “brown American”.
However, when he questions, as he did on May
| in the Inquirer, the date of our independence,
I think he has a point. Trouble is, he says our
independence day was July 4, 1946, not June
12, 1898, as President Macapagal declared and
which has been observed since then

In my eyes, neither view is correct. This nation
has yel (o become independent in the true sense
of the word. The dismantling of the American
bases did not render us independent, did it?
Independent when we cannot even stand up for
our rights against such a puny city-state like
Singapore?

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY C. PAPA

Wala naman sigurong kinalaman ang eleksyong
1998!
*hknh

Pumalpak sa ikalawang araw ng pagpasok
ang DECS. Sinuspindi nila ang klase mula
clementarya hanggang high school dahil sa
bagyong Auring. Nugnit buong araw ng Hunyo
7 ay maaraw. Ilang ulit na itong nangyari
halos taun-taon. Nakakaawa ang mga bata!
Nasa kalye na sila bago ihayag ang suspensyon.
Gumising sila ng sobrang aga at pagkaraa'y
pauuwiin lang ‘at mabibitin dahil wala namang
bagyo.

Dapat nang pag-aralang mabuti at ipatupad

»

na ang pasukan ay gawing Setyembre upang @

hindi maperhuwisyo ang kalusugan ng mga
bata sa ulan, baka, at kahirapan sa pagsakay.

Laging nangangamba ang mga magulang
lalo na kapag malakas ang buhos ng ulan
kung ano na ang mangyayari sa mga anak
nila.

Mahirap bang ipatupad ang matagal ng
planong pasukan sa buwan ng Setyembre?

Anong misteryo sa likod nito?
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-Education comes in a backpack

By MYLA RAE M. SANTOS

FOR YEARS. the rugged
mountains of the Cordilleras
have stood in the way of the
Ifugaos’ yearning for an ed-
ucation. Today school is
brought to children in remote
Ifugao villages in a backpack
by a dedicated schoolteacher
and a number of others like
her.

Virgie Decawe is one of
about 30 mobile teachers
especially trained to deliver
multi-grade classes to school-
children in far-flung commu-
nities. Sometimes, these teach-
ers hike for two to three hours
just to reach five children in
hardly accessible areas.

Schoolbuildings are built
only in places where at least
35 children can be gathered
to fill the classroom. For
various reasons, among them
distance and deleriorating
peace and order, there are a
few such places and as a
result, few such school-
buildings.

A class usually consists of
children of varying grade
levels. While students in one
grade level receive instruc-
tion, the others are made 1o
accomplish independent as-
signments and check their
work with answer keys. Even
adulis who have earlier missed
out on their three R's take
time oul lo attend these class-
es.

Mobile tecchers use indig-
enous malerials as instruction
aids. To teach the calls in
Kinga village how to count.
Virgie holds up a bunch of
coffee beans and plucks them
one by one while the students
count each in chorus.

The students are taught
Filipino, English and mathe-
matics. Also integrated in the
teaching plan are health
messages and lessons on
nationalism. While the stu-
dents are readily able tp iden-
tify themselves as Ifugaos,
they hardly identify them-

selves as Filipinos.

About 40 percent of chil-
dren in remote villages in the
Cordilleras  have cither
dropped out from school or
have never attended any. Since
the mobile teaching program
was introduced in Ifugao, il
has helped slowly reverse the
high dropout rale.

The Mobile Teaching Pro-
gram (MTP) was [irst tested
in lfugao in 1988 with assis-
tance trom UNICEF as part
of its Arca Based Child Sur-
vival and Development Pro-
gram and the Education For

All Program. About 30 teach-
ers have committed their
services to the program, go-
ing about their work with so
much more dedication than
their meager P2.500 per month
allowance commands.

Following its resounding
success in Ifugao, UNICEF is
funding ils implementation
across the Cordillera. Fifty
more multi-grade classes have
been organized by 25 mobile
teachers.

The success of the MTP
in the province augurs well
for other upland communities

where 18 million Filipinos
live. The program not only
directly brings opportunities
for basic education but also
a chance to overcome pover-
ty through better productivi-
ty. gainful employment, and
alternative forms of liveli-
hood.

As they are forced o cope
with rapidly changing times.
the Ifugaos more than even
place much store in their
children's education hoping to
make it their ticket out of
poverty,

Says an Ifugao father; “Hay
mayat kamayat di adal di ohan
unga ya ohan mangidat hi pun
saya-aton nat udom di algo
imbes kaud di od-od nan yah
mabalin nga sukatana di ya
nga papel di usaro binokla
pihun pangal-ana.” (The val-
ue of education to a child is
that it will give him a better
future. Education can change
his life. And instead of al-
ways working with a shovel,
he may try working with
paper. (Myla Rae Santos,
Asian Institute of Journalism).
— (DEPTHnews)

FOTOGS® GROUP: President swears in this year’s officers of the Presidential Photographers Association (PPA) led by Rudy Liwanag (third
from left) during ceremonies held in Malacanang last May 30. Also in photo are Executive Secretary Ruben Torres and Press Secretary Jesus

Sison. (Malacafiang Photo)

Rapublic of the Phillppines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Natlonal Capltal Judicial Reglon
QUEZON CITY
—o000—

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

RURAL'BANK OF GEN. TRIAS, INC,,
s Mortgagee/

FILE NO. FRE NO. 1183

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED

- vVersus -

NOEMI BALTAZAR ATTORNEY-IN-FACT OF
REMEDIOS BALTAZAR,
Mortgagor/s

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Rural
Bank of Gen. Trias, Inc., mortgagee/s, against Noemi Baltazar attorney-in-fact of Remedios Baltazar,
mortgagor/s, with residence and postal address at No. 18-N Legaspi Towers, 300 Roxas Blvd ,
Manila to satisfy the mortgaged indebtedness, which as of February 24, 1995 amounts 1o TWO
MILLION PESOS (P2,000,000.00) excluding penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal
fees and expenses lor the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Quezon City or her
duly authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in
Philippine Currency, on the 30th day of JUNE, 1995, at 10:00 o'clock In the morning, or soon
thereafter, Infront of the main entrance of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall)
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, the following described real estate property, together with
all the improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 341888 (PR-37730)
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 10, Blk. 34, of the cons. subdn. plan Pcs-4865, being a portion of the
cons. of Lots 294, 295, 938, 305 & 1087 Piedad Estate & Lots 330-A, 330-B, & 330-D, &ls-2955-
D LRC GLRO Rec. No. 5975), situated in the Dist. of Tandang Sora, Quezon City. Bounded
on the SE, along line 1-2 by Lot 11, Bik. 34; on the SW., along line 2-3 by Lot 21, Blk. 34;

on the NW., along line 3-4 by Lot 9, Blk. 34, on the NE., along line 4-5-1 by Rd. Lot 32, all
of the cons. subdn, plan, x x x x containing an area of FOUR HUNDRED SIX SQUARE METERS
AND THIRTY SQUARE DECIMETERS (406,30) more or less

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 341889 (PR-37729)
Registry ot Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 11, Blk 37 ol the cons. subdn, plan Pcs-4865, being a portion of the
cons. of Lots 294, 295, 938, 305, & 1087, Piedad Estate & Lots 330-A, 330-B, & 330-D Fls-
2855-D GLRO Rec. No. 5975), situated In the Dist. of Tandang Sora, Quezon City. Bounded
on the SE., along line 1-2 by Lot 10, BIk 37, on the SW., along line 2-3 by Road Lot 32; on
the NW._, along line 3-4 by Lot 12, Blk, 37, along line 4-5 by Lot 13, Blk. 37 and on the NE.,
along line 5-1 by Lot 7, BIK, 37 all of the cons. subdn. plan. x x x x x containing an area of
FIVE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE SQUARE METERS AND FORTY SQUARE DECIMETERS
(523.40) more or less .

Prospeclive bidders or buyers are hereby enjnined 1o investigate for themselves the litle of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, it any there be.
Quezon City, Philippines, May 29, 1995

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
Clerk of Court &

Ex-Officlo Sherift

MERCEDES S GATMAYTAN
(Deputy Sheriff In-Charge) (Sgd.) MARINO V. CACHERO

Senior Deputy Sherift

WARNING:

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this Notice of Sheriff's Sale, on or
belore the date of the auction sale under penalty of the laws.

COPY FURNISHED

1. GELACIO A. PADUA

2. NOEMI BALTAZAR & REMEDIOS BALTAZAR
No. 18-N Legaspi Towers 300 Roxas Blvd., Manila

WE FORUM
June 5, 12 & 19, 1995
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‘EAT ‘BUKO’ AND STOP THE BIG ‘C’

COCONUT: Anti-cancer.

By MANUEL

MANILA — The coconut
is not only a staple for the
stomach but also a defense
agains! cancer, say rescarch-
ers of the Institute of Chem-
istry of the University of the
Philippines.

The coconult prevented the
initiation stage of carcinogens
— the substances causing
cancer — in tests in animals
conducted by lead rescarcher
C.T. Lim-Dy and his col-
leagues in the institule.

They believe thal coconut
can acquire antidoles against
cancer because the fruit con-
1ains substances hostile 1o
carcinogens. The substances
ward off attacks by loxics,
preventing a cancer outbreak,
the researchers claim.

The inhibiting substances
are present in the coconul’s
meat, water and milk, and in
the [ruit’s reflined oil by-prod-
uct. People who love to drink
“buko” juice to refresh them-
sclves gel a bonus: anti-can-
cer substances.

Silencing journalists . .

ads When World Press Free-

dom Day was [irst observed
last year, Director-General
Mayor unveiled a plaque in
Sarajevo in memory. of jour-
nalists killed in strife-torn
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
UNESCO Paris hosted an ex-
hibit by the news agencies
Reuters and Associated Press
on the deaths of journalists
in Somalia.

Mr. Mayor and the people
of Santiago also dedicated to
press freedom a squarc in
Chile's capital as UN agen-
cies held a “Seminar on Mcdia
Development and Democra-
cy in Latin America and the
Caribbean.” In Nepal, author-
itics renamed a square in the
heart of the capital — home
to many newspapers — “Press
Freedom Square.”

Salt e o o (From page 12)

are Central Visayas (248,000
head). Southern Mindanao
(291,220), Ceniral Mindanao
(273.600), Western Visayas
(259,300) and the llocos re-
gion (227.900).

MBRLC researchers claim
that the usual volume of milk
produced from a purcbred
milking doe is about 3-4 [i-
ters per day (including the
milk fed to the kids), which
is more than the national
average production of 2 li-
lers.

But more importantly, the
farming method MBRLC has
developed can provide addi-
tional income opportunilies
among upland farmers.

The SALT 2 system is very
much similar to the original
SALT in that a series of
leguminous shrubs in double
hedgerows are established
along the contour using an A-
Frame to promole soil and
waler conservation.

The different lies in the

s«.ild alley-planting of fodder
crops at one side and solid
alley-planting of agricultural
crops on the other side.

The leguminous fodder
yield mixed with feed con-
cenlrales provides the protein
much needed by the goals.
These can be corn, peanul,
calamansi, and other cash
crops. Both the fodder and the
crops are fertilized with goat
manure.

SALT 2 provides more
than just financial benefits.
It continuously protects and
ameliorates the soild (with
about 16 tons of goat manure
yearly plus the biomass from
the contour hedgerows), thus
enhancing the producuvity and
sustainability of the uplands.

Most of all, SALT 2 can
make upland families self-suf-
ficient. They would have
diverse food crops and can
produce 5,000 liters of goal
milk daily. (DEPTHnews)

e (From page 12)
This year UNESCO an-

nounced it was giving finan-
cial and moral support to the
IFEX (International Freedom
of Expression Exchange) elec-
tronic mail. The IFEX is
managed by the Canadian
Committee for the Prolection
of Journalists and covers 105
professional organizations in
44 countries.

The project aims to help
maintain a compuler network
for action alert and coordi-
nation each time freedom of
expression or information 1s
threcatened.

UNESCO also published
two digtionary-style compila-
tions: 96 Words for Press
Freedom and 72 Words
Against Press Freedom. The
latter list starts with abuse,
accuse, arrest, assassinate and
goes all the way to wire
tapping, whispers and rumors,
and withdrawing accreditation
or authorization.

UNESCO said developing
countries generally have low
grassroots participation in the
communication process. The
UNESCO General Conference
discussed the strengthening of
their communication capaci-
ties through the UN agency's
new communicalion strategies
formulated in 1989 just as the
Berlin Wall was crumbling.

In Asia, UNES8O is sup-
porting community radio
projects in Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Bhutan and the Philip-
pines. (DEPTHnews)

B. TAMAYO

The popularily of “buko™
juice among Filipinos means
that millions of drinkers
unknowingly acquire a weapon
to neulralize carcinogens.

The juice is a hit every-
where, since il is compara-
tively cheap; what is more
expensive is macapuno, which
is also the tastiest. So, be-
cause of its price, ils cancer-
inhibiting power isn't tapped

dispenser of the anlidotes.
Pastries embellished with
desiceated coconul are simi-
larly good dispenser.
Gala—coconul milk — can
count on many Filipino dish-
es in delivering the antidotes,
Most Bicolano viands are
scasoned with gata, including
vegetables, fish and meal
dishes. This is also true in
other regions as gata-enriched

viands are in restaurant menu.

The researchers identified
the carcinogens as Azaserine
Benzo(a)pyrene, and dimeth-
ylhydrazine. The carcinogens
pollute the environment. Cig-
arette smoke contains
Benzo(a)pyrene. Diesel ex-
hausts have been associated
with liver and lung cancer,
(DEPTHnews)

as much as the juice.

However, other by-prod-
ucts, or concoctions made
from the fruit, enable many
people 1o take advantage of
the anti-cancer potential of the
COCONN,

Fresh buko meat enables
many people to take advan-
tage of the anti-cancer sub-

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SPOUSES SIMEON G
ROMERQ and ROSITA T. ROMERO who died on May 28, 1995 and May 23,
1995 respectively al Markina, Mesiro Manila has besn exirajudicially cetiled
among their heirs in a d 1 led "Extra-Judicial Settk of Estate”
under Doc. No. 231, Page No. 48; Book No. XI; Series of 1995 of Nolary Public
Atly. Sona R Tabhzo

WE FORUM
June 12, 19 & 26, 1005

stance potential ol coconut,

because consumers drink the
juice with slices of the fruit.
Moreover, buko salad graces
the table, and ice buko is a
popular snack at workplaces.

Buko pie continues to be
the favorite pasalubong of
vacalionists, excursionists and,
travelers, becoming a strong

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice 18 hereby given that the estate of the lale RICARDO BELARDO who
died on January 14, 1978 at Silang, Caviie has been exirajudicially setiled
among his hews in a document entitled *Exirajudicial Settlement of Estate*
under Doc. No. 487; Page No. 101; Book No. 42; Senes ol 1995 of Notary
Public Atty. Inneo A Anarna

WE FORUM "
June 5, 12 & 19, 1965

Republic of the Phllipplnes
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
City of Makatl
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK,
Mortgagee,

Foreclosure No. 95-121

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT
3135, AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118.

= varsus -

SPS. DANILO AND ELSA GONZALES,
Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage vnder date of October 27,
1993, executed by SPS. DANILC AND ELSA GONZALES, mortgagors, in favor of PREMIERE
DEVELOPMENT BANK, mortgagee, to satisfy the mortgage debt in the amount of P289,014.39
as ol February 7, 1995, in Philippine currency, with interest, penalty and attorney's fees and
other charges together with all lawful expenses of foreclosure sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of
the Regional Trial Court of City of Makali, hereby announces that on June 27, 1995 at 10:00
o'clock in the morning or soon therealter, in front of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Building
of LAS PINAS, Metro Manila, he or any ot his lawful sheriffs will sell at public auction to the
highest bidder and tor cash, in Philippine currency the following described real property with
all its improvements, lo wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-35850

A parcel of land (Lot 4-A, of the subd. plan, Psd-007601-025995-D, baing a portion of Lot
4, Blk. 2, (LRC) Psd-130019, LR C. Rec. No. N-26163), situated in Brgy. of Talon, Cuatro,
Mun. ol Las Pifas, Metro Manila, Bounded on the NW., along line 1-2 by creek: x x x x
Containing an area ol NINETY (90) SQUARE METERS, more or less.

Interasted parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title to the said real
property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

City of Makati, May 16, 1995,

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR.

Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheritt
(Sgd.) EDILBERTO C. DE CASTRO

Sheritf Incharge

Copy furnished:

SPS. DANILO & ELSA GONZALES, 2-4 Sunshine St., Happyville Subd. Talon, Las Pifas, M.M.
Counsel for the Mortgagee.

WE FORUM
May 29, June 5 & 12, 1995




SILENCING
JOURNALISTS

By PERLA ARAGON CHOUDHURY

ANILA — Just as violent as killing
journalists is silencing them at a time

when they have to speak up.

This growing culture of silence in media explsins ihis
year's theme of World Press Freedom Day — “No to Silence,
No to Death™ — only the second year that the occasion was
marked after it was proclaimed on Dec. 20, 1993 by the
United nations General Assembly.

Most of the 185
member-nations of the
UNV ‘censor, jail or even

Kill’ journalists

The proclamation was pursuant to the Windhock Decla-
ration signed by participants of a 1991 seminar in Namibia
sponsored by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which calls for a frec,
pluralistic and independent press as an essential component
of any democralic sociely.

“In 1994, over 100 media professionals died a violent
death in the exercise of their profession and more than 130
journalists are at this moment being held in jail," said UNESCO
Director-General Federico Mayor.

The Paris-based Reporiers Sans Frontier (Reporters with-
out Borders), a media rights watchdog, described 1994 as “a
terrible year in the history of journalism" since it claimed
the lives of 103 media practitioners.

In his message to UNESCO member stales, Director-General
Mayor added: “Those whose business it is to report the truth
are all too often the targets or victims of political. ethnic
and religious intolerance as well as of organized crime.”

Mr. Mayor stressed that what is needed to make press
freedom effective is “tolerance,” which he defined as the
acceplance and appreciation of diversity and dilference.

A UNESCO statement on World Press Freedom Day noted
that attacks against press [reedom are numerous, ranging
from simple harassment to assassination — the ultimate form
of censorship.

Last March 20, well-known Algerian television journalist
Rachida Hammandi was sprayed with bullets near her home.
She died 11 days later in a Paris hospital, Her sister Houria,
a secretary al the state television company who was with her
at the time of the attack, died on the spot.

Rachida was the 26th Algenan journalist assassinated in
less than two years. The RSF has recorded 35 journalists
slain in Algeria since May 1993,

Russian journahisi Vladislav Listoev. another celebrity
journalist who would have headed the first public TV net
work in his country, was murdered in front of his residence
last March 1.

In its annual report, the RSF said most of the |85 mem-
ber-states of the UN “censor, jail, torlure or even kill trou
blesome journalists™ with impunity.

Journalists are no safer 50 years after UNESCO founders
had called in London for the “unrestricted pursuit of the
objective truth™ and the “free flow of ideas by word and
image at international as well as national levels.”

During one of the many activities held in Asia this year
to mark World Freedom Day, Philippine Senator Orlando
Mercado said the problem Filipino joumalists encounter in
the pursuit of press freedom might also be due to the lack
of a clearcut stalement on media.

The former journalist, one of several media people im-
prisoned during the Martial Law years, explained: “"We (the
Philippines) may have one of the freest if not the noisiest
media in this part of the world but we still lack the basics.”

“The Senate, the body mandated to issue broadcast fran-
chises, has no policy and framework on areas of coverage
and on the role of small radio stations and community papers,”
he lamented during the First Asian Regional Experts’ Meel-
ing of UNESCO’s International Program for the Develop-
ment of Communications (IPDC) atiended by representatives
from 16 countries,
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CABINET MEMBERS: President Ramos admi

nisters the oath of office to three Cabinet secretaries he recently
appointed as permanent heads of their respective departments during rites held in Malacafiang last May 30.
The three are (from left) Foreign Affairs Secretary Domingo Siazon, Education Secretary Ricardo Gloria and
Energy Secretary Francisco Viray. (Malacafiang Photo)
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IN METRO MANILA

This upland farming scheme controls erosion

and boosts goat-raising for RP’s dairy needs

A NEW upland farming
scheme hopes to lit two birds
control soil
30 million hect-

with one stone:
erosion in
ares of land and substantial
ly reduce the country's P2 bil
lion annual importation of
milk and milk products,
The farming technology.
called Simple Agro-Livestock
Technology (SALT 2), is a
modification of SALT (Slop-
ing Agricultural Land Tech-
nology) which was developed
by the Mindanao Baptist Rural
Life Center (MBRLC).
SALT is designed to con-
trol erosion in the uplands
which comprise 60 percent of
the nation's 30 million hect-
ares of land that are 300 or
more melers above séa level.
Every year, these uplands be-
come home to a growing
number of Filipinos. From six

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

million in 1948, the number
of settlers in the uplands has
grown to 18.6 million today.
This population is projected
to increase lo 26 million by
the year 2000, It will trans-
lale 10 a density of 160 10
175 persons per square Kilo-
meter — one ol the highest
in the world

A report from the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
says that the upland areas in
at least 22 of the country's
12 provinces are already badly
eroded.,

Soil erosion is making the
uplands socially unstable and
non-sustainable, Upland arcas
that use traditional farming
methods are eroded at the rate
of 194.3 tons per hectare per
year, according to MBRLC
studies,

A such, upland farmers
are considered the "poorest
ol the poor.” Recent surveys
show that most upland farm-
ers realize an annual income
of only P8O0 10 3,000 - way
below the 1974 threshold for
the absolute poverty level of
P4.643, Their diets are inad
equate in quality and quanti
ty. Second the third degree
malnutrition is prevalent
among sthem,

Simultancously, upland
farmers share with the aver-
age Filipino the problem of
inadequale milk supply. Lo-
cal dairy production, accord-
ing to former health sccre-
tary Juan M. Flavier, conlrib-
utes a pitiful three drops of
milk for every Filipino per
day. '

Ninety-nine percent of the
national requirement is sup-

plied by expensive imporled
milk and milk products worth
P2 billion annuvally, Dr,
Flavier claimed.

This must be the reason
why MBRLC introduced goal
raising into its SALT system
MBRLC believes that by
raising goats, the country can
develop its own dairy indus-
try.

“Popularizing goat milk
consumplion nationally would
drastically cut the huge
amount of foreign exchange
being spent by the country
annually to [ill domeslic
demand for milk and by-prod
ucts,” Waltson said.

The national goat herd is
about 2.3 million head, ac-
cording to records of Depart-
ment of Agriculiure (DA).
Regions with the most goats
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