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REBEL BOMBS DEFY
NEW AMNESTY OFFER

By ERIC S§. GIRON

ILITARY REBELS who left their calling cards in the form of bombs
exploded at three Banco de Oro branches in Quezon City and the
-+, Light Railway Transit on Fifth Avenue, Caloocan before dawn of
Fidel Valdes Ramos’ inaugural as President on June 30 were sending signals of
defiance to a renewed offer to them of general amnesty by the incoming

administration.

The explosions extensively
damaged all three banks on
Aurora and Rodrigucz boul
evards and West Avenue,
Quezon City, plus three armored
cars and several other vehicles
Twenty sticks of dynamile were
defused at the Banco de Oro
branch on Reclo-Reyes
(Morayta) corner. Bancode Oro
is owned by Henry Sy, a busi
ness tycoon who supported
Ramos in the election.

The blasting of the C-4 mili-
tary plastic explosives was al
tributed to the fugitive group of
cashiered Lt. Col. Gregorio
Honasan, who heads the
Rebolusyonaryong Alyansang
Makabayan, ex-navy Captain
Domingo Calajate and former
Constabulary Lt. Col. Billy
(Guillermo) Bibit, who jumped
P100,000 bail in arebellion case.
Nine rebel soldiers linked 1o
Bibit's group were arrested the
other day.

The theme of Ramos’ inau
gural address at the Luneta was
national unity and reconcilia-
tion. “l will work with Congress
in fashioning an amnesty policy
that will enable errant reform-
iststoentercivilsociety,” Ramos
declared. The amnesty is
planned for three groups of
rebels: the leftist New People's
Army, military ightists, and
Moro National Liberation Front
SCCESSIONIStS,

But instead of agreeing 1o
the old military policy that the
insurgents must first lay down
their arms pnor to truce talks,
leftist and rightist rebels are
demanding unconditional am
nesty and the release ol all po-
litical prisoners

“Achieving national unity
and cooperation in the immedi
ate future will take more than
publicized reconciliation bouts
with defeated candidates and
visible visits to media offices
and personnel,” said Partidong
Bayan President Loretia
Rosales. She and National
Democratic Front Secretary-
General Frank Fernandez urged
the release of political prisoners
o pave the way for genuine

peace talks between the govern
ment and the rebels

“We are hopetul for the fu
ture,” Honasan was quoted. But
the fugitive wath a PS5 milhon
reward onlus head said “We bre
praying our new President will
by his success make us rel
evant,” He clarificd that “Rebel
soldiers have no intention ol
grabbing any offer ol amnesty
as il amnesty were the issue.”

He referred instead to the
eight talking points which he
submitted to AFP Clael Gen.
Lisandro Abadia last Novem
ber. President Corazon Aquino
said the 1alking points were be
ing attended to bul she insisted
that the rebels surrender belore
talking amnesty.

TOTAL WAR HIT

Rosales called on General
Abadia to heed the people’s
clamor foranunconditional stop
1o the total war policy. Earlier,
Sorsogon Rep. Bonifacio
Gillego had declared the total
war concepl of the military
againstinsurgency willnotwork
out. “You may wipe out the
entire New People’s Army bul
as long as dire poverty prevails,
there will always be rebels.”
Gillego assorled.

He said the advent of a new
administration is a great oppor-
wnity 1o offer unconditional
amnesty fo all rebels, He was
supported by Cagayan Rep, Juan
Ponce Enrile. Since the Aquino
administration had announced
that it had placed the three
groups of rebels under control.
the governmen! must be mag-
nanimous enough to grant un
conditional amnesty,

During his 21-year experi
enceas defense secretary, Enrile
concluded the use ol guns and
bullets against the dissidents
merely dissipales government
energy. He believed “u political
decision must be reached.”

Beyond a political decision,
there must be justice, asserled
Carolina (Bobby ) Malay, larmer
ranking NDF officer, The NDF
15 the umbrella organization of
the local Commumist Parly and

itsmilitary ann. the NPA. Bobby
cited as acase i pomt the con
finement of her hushand, Salur
Ocampa, aop-ranked NDF ol
ficial. whose release lrom jalas
opposed by the military alte
the courls had cleared lum ol
acts that had 1o do with rebel
Lion

General Abadia has person
ally talked four limes with
Honasan. Hereleased rebel lead
ers to induce their colleagues o
comeoutol hiding, But Abadia’s
peace ctiorts were sabotaged by
& sudden Malacanang imposi
non of a4 deadline lor Honasan
and company to surrender. This
forced them to go deeper into
the underground

When Abadia on June 29
insisted that the military leader-
ship must be consulted first be
tore the mcoming administra-
Lion grants amnesty lorebel sol-
diers on a selective basis,
Honasan called hun a “polit-
cian in uniform.”

Abadia countered thal as a
“professional soldier,” he would
obey policy decisions of Presi-
dent Ramos and Congress. He
demed Honasan's claum that he
violated security agreements by
bringing his security men dus
ing thewr meetings, A military
team raided the Blue Ridge
homeol Honasan's inend where
Abadia
Abadia
alone each time he saw Honasan

he and had rendez

voused, sard he  was

The recent disintegration of
the Soviel Lion and commu
nism in Eurasia has reduced the
Communst Party ol the Plulip
pines headed by Netherlands-
Jase Mu
anachromsm. Abadiasaid: " The

based Sison 1o an
communists are i disarray
They donotknow who's calling
the shots: those in the local front
or those in the Netherlands.™

IF commumism is dead, wiy
are there rebels without a cause?
These are the oppressed and vie
Lums ol imjustice, the illsglml
ted, those disallected with the
corruption and ineptitude of the
Aquino admumistration, and a
few adventurers and fugitives
from justice.

F 3
¥

The Moro National Libera-
tion Front is a deadend. What
MNLF Chief Nur Misuari has
been lobbying for atthe Organi-
zanon of Islamic Conference in
Jeddah is the secession of
Mindanao Muslim provinces,
Tawi-Tawi and hall of Palawan
island from the Philippines to
be formed into a Bangsa Moro
Republic. After the government
took steps to grant Muslim
Mindanao autonomy, Misuari
makes excuses that it has not
honored the Tripoli Agreement
he torged with the Marcos gov
ernment,

There 18 no solution 1o
Misuart playing here to the
Muslims at the expense of sac
rihcing the patrimony and in
tegrity of the Philippine Archi
pelago so that he can be the
H.IH;L'_N.‘I Moro klll:_'.

RAMOS URGES UNITY

The overcastsky and unwel
come rains that drenched peo
ple gathered m front ol the
Luneta grandstand on the morn
ing ol Ramos " inauguration wis
like a grim foreboding for the
new head ol state or a good sign
after the long drought depend-
ing on how one looked at it,

Ramos entered the unenvi-
able task ol succouring 44 ml-
lion people or 70 per cent of the
population languishing in pov-
erty inanation ravaged by lahar,

-I’RI-]S. RAMOS, HONASAN: Signals sent?

carthquake, typhoons and
drought.

But any change of guard has
its bright side as augured by the
sustamed stock market upswing
coinciding with the Ramos in
augural and the departure of the
Aquino government. Toward
noon, the sun shone hotly, ban
ishing the rain, as the republic’s
twelfth President voiced his tes-
;ament, He said it all business-
like without the oratorical [lair
of Marcos and past Presidents,
like a man who knew the coun
try 's ills and had an idea of how
to cope with them

Outgoing President Aqui-
no's unsolicited parting shot to
I{illli()\ Wis 1O [raY Lor mirac ]L"\
wlhich
public always expected. "Only

she sid the mexorable

God can make miracles,” Jaime
Cardinal Sin demurred, People
donot expect miracles: All they
hope Tor 1s a government that
can provide them basic necessi
ties of waler, electricity, gar
bage collechion and other serv
wces, and
criminals.,

protechion against

Ramos acknowledged the
nation was fucmg a cnsis. "But
[ am not daunted because crisis
has a cleansmg fire, which ¢an
make heroes out of ordinary
people and transform a tlagging
society into a tiger,” He said his
adminstration would disprove

that“corruption is inevitable and
bureaucracy is ineffective.” He
said there was nothing wrong
with the system but thatitneeded
good leadership, He vowed to
po after the big crooks.

Ramos asked rhetorically if
solutions can be found to prob-
lems within the short span of six
years. He said this could be
achieved by laying to rest “our
enmities and conflicts.” He was
consistent in his call for na-
tional unity. Ramos has the con
solation that since the Aquino
admimistration had hit rock bot-
tom, the only way to go is up.

THE NEW CABINET

First in Ramos" agenda was
the organization of his Cabinet
by melding the new appomntees
with old faces from the Aquino
administration or shifuing them
to some other department. He
completed this by June 30and
called the [irst meeting of the
Cabwmet at Malacanang in the
afternoon following his inau-
gul'mlun Ramos is out o prove
he is a workaholic.

There is nothing earth-shak-
g aboul the new secretaries.
But there are no controversial
appointees either, He named his
campaigner Peter Garrucho,
who resigned as trade and in-
dusiry secretary, the new ex-
ceutive secretary and energy

(Next page, please)
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adviser in lieuof Franklin Drilon
and Wenceslao de laPaz. Drilon
was moved back to his old post
of justice secretary. His elec-
tion spokesman Rafael Alunan
111 was surprisingly named inte-
rior and local governments sec-
relary.

Ramos solved Vice Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada's request
fora Cabinel post by giving him
a crime commission of Cabinet
level with a PLOOmillion budget.
Estrada asked that he be allowed
to review and make changes in
the anti-crime task force before
the executive order creating itis
released.

For his Cabinet members.
Ramos prescribed a “vow of
poverty, chastity, and celibacy,”
Does Ramos want to make
priests and nuns out of them?
Will they take a vow ol absolule
poverty.dispose of their wordly
possessions and resort 10 men-
dicancy like Saint Francis ol
Assisi? Even the Franciscans
were divided between the
Observants who zealously emu-
lated Francis' traditions and the
Conventuals who did not stnctly
adhere to the vow of poverty,

By ‘“chaste” does Ramos
mean his Cabinetmembershave
to be virtuous and shun illicit
sex? Can he require a married
Cabinet member to be celibalte,
thal is, to abstain lrom having
sexual relations even with his
wife, if only to adhere to his
precept to the letter? People
expect honesty and efficiency
from officials to ensure smooth
government functioning. They
need notbe candidates for saint-
hood.

SPEAKERSHIP DUEL

Much as Ramos is raring o
tackle pressing waler and power
needs, his other immediate pri-
ority is lo establish political
control of both houses of Con
gress Lo assurc himsell of a sla-
ble government. Ramos won the
presidency by 20% plurality of
votes but both the Senate and
the House are dominated by the
Laban ng Demaokratikong
Pilipino—88 among 200 House
members and 16 of the 24 sena-
lors.,

Although the LDP has 160ut
of the 24 and has monopolized
all 34 Senate committee chair-
manships, LDP President
Neptali Gonzales™ presidency in
the chamber may be lenuous
because of Lakas-NUCD Sens.
Leticia Shahan and Santanina
Rasul's move to form an alli-
ance with other parfies,

This will include NPC Sens,
Ernesto Maceda, John Osmeiia,
Nikki Coseteng, Arturo M.
Tolentino and Francisco (Kit)
Tatad, lone LP-PDP-Laban Sen.
Wigberto Taiiadaand LDP Sens.
Edgardo Angara, Orlando
Mercado, Emnesto Herrera, and
retired Gen, Rodolfo Biazon,
plustheiwo Lakas women sena-
lors.

Angara, who placed third in

the Senate election, said he was
“satisfied withthe LDP arrange-
ments” and had no plan to boll
the LDP to join the adiministra-
tion party lo wrest the presi-
dency from Gonzales. He was
rewarded with the chairmanshap
of the powerful linance com
mittee. For the moment, Ramos
may have to leamn 1o live with
the LDP-dominated Senate,

In the House, the aspirants
for the speakership lelt vacant
by Ramon V. Mitra Jr. whom
Ramos drubbed inthepolls, have
been narrowed down fromsix lo
two, Mitra's henchmen,
Antonio Cuenco, Miguel
Romero, Hemando Perez, and
Ronaldo Zamora lost the LDP
straw vote for speaker lo Jose
Cojuangco Jr.. whom Mitra
blames for betraving him
Tarlac.

The losers pledged 1o sup-
port Cojuangco, who claims
control of all BR LDP congress
men, But 35 rencgade LDP
members joined the " Anybody
but Peping Movement™ initiated
by Rep. Bonifacio Gillego 1o
support Ramos’ province-imate,
Rep. Joe de Venecia. De Venecia
led the Lakas-NUCD sneak at
tack on the Batasan press 1o
expose Mitra's campaignmate
rials being printed there, Sud
denly, he became a foree locon:
tend wilth.

De Venecia claims (o have
signed up 142 congressmen o
his side: 47 from the National
ist People’s Coalition, all 15
Liberal Party members, 37 from
the Lakas-NUCD, 35 LDPmem
bers, Nive from the Nacionalisia
Party and Reps. Sergio Apostol,
Roquito Ablan and Bongbong
Marcos Jr. from Kilusang
Bagong Lipunan,

Why are there so many
balimbings in Congress? The
executive holds the pursestrings
for pork barrel funds ol con
gressmen who will seek
reelection in three years,

Under the present setup, the
President draws up the national
budget butthe Legislature speci
fies how much money will be
spent for what item, Bul there is
a Congress plan to revert Lo the
old line-item budgeting in which
the congressmen will go aver
cachoutlay and thus tighten ther
hold on the national
pursestrings. In this case, the

i .
President becomes @ partner ol

Congress in allocating Tunds 1o
implement measures

The Legislature through the
Commission on Appomtments
confirms the President’s noni
nees for major government ol
fices, rejects them outright, or
does not act on their appoint
ments until it adjouns its ses
sions, Thus President Ramos,
who does nol enjoy 4 majorily
in both Houses, has to strike up
a working arrangement if his
administration will function
smoothly.

GLOOMY PICTURE

Ramos will be lording it over
72% of the Filipinos whose -
comeis not enough to food their
families. The per capitaimcome
of the poor population grew by
only PROO from 1985 10 1991
while the richest 30% realized
per capita income growth ol
P3.000. Thus i the big cities of
Manila, Cebu and Davio, the
grandiose shopping malls, ho-
tels and condominiums owned
by the monied 30% are juxta:
posed agamst the miserable hov-
cls and shanties of the umpover
ished.

There are the malnourished
Actas in evacuation camps ol
Zambales and Pampanga dis
pla~ed by Mt. Pinatubo’s enip
tions, evacuees of military op
crations i dissident-infested
arcas of Negros Oceidental, and
SO0 families squeezed nto
makeshilt tin-and-wood houses
delying gravity atop a rock oll
Parang (Marikina) main: road

When the
Negros Qe wental collapsed,

sugar indusiry ol

hunger stalked the cane workers
wid their families, Up o 1987
when the province was on the
stage of recovery, Negros chil
dren died ol malnutrinon and
hunger even as the USAID fed
210.000 ol them

Due o miserable agoeulral
conditions or typhoons bullel
ing coastal arcas Jke RBicol, one
million people comprismg
150,000 families pull out from
the ¢countryside manthly 1o
vade and sguat on ity space
About 1.000 people make 'n
exodus by the day from the rural
areas lo the citics

More than 800,000 men and
women join the ranks of the 3.6
million jobless Filipinos or 13%
of the work force, A lew con
sider themselves lucky il they
can work 12 hours a day in
sweatshops including Sundays
and holidays and accept pay 30%
lower than the minonum
if only 1o survive,

About 450,000 more scek
gu-ulzw;!.L»lun-\'mlmulynlun'_}\
only tobe maltreated and abused
by Arab employers and the
Japayukis raped or  Killed in

wWage

lapan

Despite the depletion ol wa
ter resources by drought and
delorestation of the watersheds
provineial folks Hock o the ur
ban areas which dwindles fur
ther the water supply. The
60,000 squaners by Manila Bay
buy their water nt P4 per 20-liter
can lrom vendaors,

e

FIRST DAY: President Ramos greets
of Brunei, during a courtesy ¢

While

multibil honepesawater projects

ambatious

are sull bemng planned or will be
completed in 2005, urban resi
dents have to scour the melro
Metro
Manila lias 675,000 paying cus

politan area lor waler

tomers with meters ubscribing
to the Manila Waterworks and
Sewernge Authority. Bul
700,000 households or 4.2 ml

lion prople have no laps n

stalled in thieir homes, But il

lions of pesos wortlio, vaterds
smuggled into a botthng com

panies and other large hirms
among the 14% non-paying us

ers, Water is dllicitly leaked out
of lire hydrants and mam pipes
by people desperately inneed of
waler

Somerelielinelecinc power
outage s forecastby March 1992
with the “last-track™ construc
honof five build-operate-trans
ter (BOT) projects which will
generate 415 megawalls lor
Luzon and 110mw for Mindanao
at the cost of P1.65 per kilowatl
hour. These are mostly dicsel
fed turbine generators.

They include the 110-mw
Hopewell power plant
Navotas, the - 105-mw Enron
power chpvl
Batangas, 200umw ESI power
plantin Rosario, Cavite, and the
H0-mw Tomen pOower ||L||:I 1
Higan, Mindanao, The 300-mw
combined eycle plant at Limay,

rlant in

Bataan has also been npproved
lor aperahion,
The new President has o

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the estale of the late JOSE REYES who

simultancously cope with po
Iiical, cconomic plus peace and
order problems. The perennial
problem of msurgency which
began after the war as an agrar
wan campaign for reform, has

heen kicking around lor over

: His Royal Highness, Prince Mohammad Bolkiah
all at Malacanang. Prince Mohammad headed tF ~ delegation
from Bronei to the Ramos inauguration, (Malacanang photo)

while the Moroe National Lib-
crution Front has been neutral-
But the rebel groups are
{ur from being eradicated.
Except for the MNLF whose
I\h_il.'\'“\"\.' 1S secession, the other

ized

rebels are now demanding a

The mlitary
claims to have reduced the NPA
240000 1w 16,000,
and ncapucitated the mililiary

four decades more competent govermment
(ree of gralt and corruption, and
nolumanrights violalions. This
is the challenge that President

Ramos is confronted with. He

{oree rom

rightaats from mounting a coup
although they still resort to has made an auspicious starl

lerrorishie acts like bombing,  Can he sustam it '

died Intestate al Silang, Cavite on July 12, 1981 was extrajudicially
settled among his heirs namely Gervacia Vicente Vda de Reyes
Eufrocina Reyes, Forlunalo Reyes, Daniel Reyes, Salud Reyes
Gandelaria Reyes and Lilia Reyes, as appearing in Doc. No. 415, Page
No.86: Book No. 88: Series of 1992 ol Notary Public Aty Jose P Lopez
ol Manila

WE FORUM
July 6, 13 & 20, 1992

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION

TO CORREGT THE ENTRY IN THE
CIVIL REGISTRY AS TO THE NAME

OF ANN MARIE KATHLEEN FAVORITO,

SP, PROC. NO, Q-92-12239

SPS. CONRADO AND MARILYN FAVORITO,
Petitioners

ORDER

This is a verilied petition filed by Sps. Conrado and Marilyn Favorilo
threugh Counsel, praying thal after due nofice, publication, and hearnng
an order be issued directing the Local Civil Registrar ol Quezon City 1o
correct the Birth Centificate as fo the name of Ann Marie Kathlgen
Favorito being the true name ol their child

WHEREFORE, let this case be set lor hearing on Augusi 3, 1992 al
8:30 o'clock inthe morning. Notice is hereby given that anyone who has
objection therelo should file his/her opposition on of balore the sched-
uled hearng

Lel this order ba published al the expense ol the pelitioners once a
week lor three (3) conseculive weeks inthe "We Forum™, a newspaper
ol general circulation in Metro Manila pursuant to P.D. No. 1079

Further, petitioners shall give coples andshow prool of service olthis
order. and the petition with its annexes to the Cffice of the Solicitor
General and 1o the Office of the Local Civil Registrar of Quezon City,

Aelre Manila
SO ORDERED
Quezon City, Metro Manila, 27 May 1992

(Sgd) JOSE M, AGUILA
Judge

WE FORUM
June 29, July 6 & 13, 1992
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The ‘Opus Dei’: Flawed Christianity

By PLACIDO P. DIAZ

Ancient machinery,
manpower lack
bugging cement
industry in RP

AGING EQUIPMENT and an acute shortage of trained man
power is forcing the Philippines to subsidize the cement industries
of neighboring Asian countries.

The subsidy is in the form of importing cement to hill the local
shortage. Such purchases amounted 1o US$37 million in 1990,
reports the National Statistics Office (NSO).

In its latest review of the local cement industry ‘s performance,
NSO notes that lack of modern machineries and the men to
efficiently operate them are among major causes behind the
sector's inability 1o produce the cement (o [ill the demand.

The under production compels the importation of cement, the
foreign exchange spent lor such purchases providing insight into
the amount of opportunity losses being suffered by the domestic
industry, the review tacitly stresses.

Another major problem confronting local manufacturers is the
worsening lack of gypsum which is described by NSO as “the basic
raw malterial that hardens the cement when water is mixed with it,”

It emphasizes, however, thal the government is moving to solve the
cement underproduction problem.

Among latest policies adopted by the government is that new cement
plants will be allowed only if these are located at sites where adequate
raw material reserves are available and if such locations have good
harbor facilities, according to NSO,

The new plants are also required to use coal as fuel to effect economy
in operation and keep prices of their products competitive locally and
abroad, NSO further reports.

There are 17 cement firms operating in the country, NSO notes that
the number has remained unchanged since 1988 bul represents the
proverbial “quantum leap” if compared to 68 years ago orin 1924 when
there were only two, one owned by the government.

When last counted, NSO repons that the cement planis had a
follective workforce of 5,893

The shortage of expert manpower being suffered by the cement
plants is due to workers taking high-paying jobs abroad, it is explained.

NSO reports that its 1988 census of establishments computed value
of output of the cement plants at P5.582 billion with P1.921 billion as
census value added, the latter showing a 24.78 percent increase over the
P1.539 billion of the previous year.

The review further found that the country was able toexpon US$10.5
million worth oflocally manufactured cement in 1985 butsuch an ability
suffered erosion in the succeeding years as shown by the expon value
dropping to US$2.7 million in 1986, 1o US$851,000 in 1987 and
US$3,368 in 1989,

There were no Philippine cement exports in 1988 and 1990 because
production was unable to meel local demand. In the years when exports
were made, bulk of the shipments were purchased by Bangladesh

On the import side. the review notes that worth of the annual
purchases steadily rose from 1986 or from US$545 872 10 USS37
million in 1990

Cement imponts of the country in 1990 were mainly supplicd by
Taiwan which accounted for US$20.5 million worth. Four other Asian
countries helped fll gaps in the local demand that year. They are listed
by NSO as South Korea, US$3.9 million; Indonesia; US$9.1 million;
North Korea, US$2.9 million, and Singapore, US$352,178

Average retail price per 40 kilograms bag of cement in the country
was P55.32in 1988 and rose to P133 as of Seplember of 1991, indicating
the soaring cost of construction

The historical records show that the first portland cement plant inthe
country was sel up in 1914 in Binangonan, Rizal. Operated by the
Ynchausti firm, it ran on alimited scale under the supervision of German
technicians. It closed during the First World War and reopened in 1932
afler it was bought by industrialist Vicente Madrigal who renamed it
Rizal Cement Plant.

It was in 1924 when the government established its cement factory
and located it in Cebu. It was aptly named Cebu Portland Cement Co.,
according to the records, (DEPTHnews)

HAVE stopped writing for a while in the serv-
ice of my countrymen for Ineeded some time to
let the frustration and bitterness I felt over the
manipulated results of the last elections settle down.

The Opus Dei (God's
Work) 1s a Catholic interna-
tional organization Founded by
a Spanish cleric, Josemaria
Escrivade Balaguer who maost
probably will be the next saint
proclaimed by the Vatican. If
anybody iswondering why I'm
wasting precious We Forum
space on this topic, sullice o
say that columnist Larry
Henares has titled it The most
dominant force in our soci-
ety.”

Larry Henares has 4 hyper-
bolic style but there'snotmuch
exaggeration inevidence when
he quoted a member’'s boast
that the Opus Dei is “more
powerful than any political
party, labor union or business
organization, more influential
than the Jesuits, Dominicans.
the Catholic Bishops' Confer-
ence, Cardinal Sin himself, or
even the Iglesia ni Cristo,”

Finance Secretary Jesus
Estanislao, Central Bank Gov-
&rmor Jose Cuisia, NEDA Di-
rector General Cayetano
Paderanga— who are in abso-
lute control of our economy,
and moving us irreversibly 10-
ward subsistence agriculture
under IMF conditionality —
are members of the Opus Dei.”
So the impoverished masses
can lay the blame on God di-
rectly for their chronic misery
and want if indeed the Opus
Dei is His handiwork.

But Who among the Three
Divine Persons are (o be held
responsible for the fact that
Opus Dei “numeraries”™ and
“supernumeraries™ (full-
fledged members) take the vow
of poverty and live in luxury
while fifty million Filipinos
exist below the poverty line
against their will and consent
all of their days on carth? Since
this 1s already the Age of the
Holy Spirit, then He must be
the culprit. (1 bet the indul
gence ol the fennists Lor us-
ing the male pronoun; il they
wish the Third Person 1o be-
come a She, they can very well
do that in their own articles.)

But the job description or
work of the Holy Spirit is only
loimplementand complete the
master plan and instructions ol
the Second Persons, the God-
Man Jesus Christ, the totality
of which is what is termed
Christianity. To be a Christian
today should mean being a fol-

Now that I have regained my placidity and have
cleared my mind of political garbage, I am focusing
my attention to religion which, after all,is my field 0!‘_

specialization,

SEC. ESTANISLAO: Member.

lower of Jesus the Christ, liv-
ing according to His teachings,
exhortations, advice, and ex-
ample. How does the Opus Dei
of Msgr. Escriva de Balaguer
measure up lo them?

First, let me point out that
the small band of disciples that
accompanied Jesus of Naza-
reth on his peripatetic preach-
ing and healing minmsiry (not
to be confused with today's
miracle crusades, prayer and
charismatic gatherings) had its
secretary ol finance and bank
governor in the person of Ju-

- das Iscariot who sold the Mas-

ter for thinty pieces of silver,
The fundamental difference
between him and the duo ol
Estanislao and Cuisia is that
Judas was a patriol while the
“debt squad” are colomal vas-
sals.
Second, Jesus of Nazareth's
ddvice to the rich young min
was: “Go and sell all your pos-
sessions, distribute the money
to the poor, then come back
and  tollow me.” Jesus
Estanislap apparently misun-
derstood it to mean: Go and
sell government property. dis-
tribute the money to the rich,
then follow the IMF direc-
tives. Since the Scribe of
Balaguer, Opus Dei founder,
has already rendered an ac-
count of his stewardship to his
Maker (he died in 1975) he is

no longer available for com-
menl whether or not Estanislao
and Cuisia’s acluations have
his stamp of approval.

But lest this piece be listed
by the most powerful and in-
fluential Opus Dei as black
propaganda, let me state with
all sincerity that il they had
recruited me some len years
ago, I would have joined the
organization with alacrity. But
not now when my concept of
Christianity has already pro-
gressed from self-sanctifica-
lion to radical commitment. [t

is from my present level ol

development that I view the
Opus Dei as Nawed Christian-
iy,

Bernie Villegas of CRC
may lecture me on economics,

but I dare him to take issue
with me on what I am now
putting down in print. Of
course, he's the expert and |
the novice on the Opus Dei,
but [ will not concede thathe's
my equal as far as the subject
of Christianity and Religion is
concerned. [have devoured all
the writings of Msgr. Balaguer
I could lay my hands on, and
have absolutely noquarrel with
any and all ol his teachings.

There's nothing wrong with
being heroic inthe small, daily
tasks and undertakings, mstriv-
ing for the best in whatever
one is doing, and doing every-
thing as working for God, with
God, and in God so that in the
end others mayrecognize one's
own accomplishments as Opus
Dei - God’s Work. I hope this
will pass as an adequate sum-
mary of Opus Dei fundamen-
tals. So, where's the flaw —as
[ seeit?

I may be blinded by igno-
rance and prejudice, but never
by hate and rancour. God for-
give me, but I can't see Opus
Dei members loving their
fellowmen as they love them-
selves. [ don't see them sacri-
ficing themselves to save their
fellowmenasthey strive losave
themselves. And above all, |
don’t see them working ac-
cording 10Jesus Christ's speci-
lication: “Whaisoever you do
to the least of my brethren, that
vou do unto Me."”

You cannot serve God and
Money. You cannot love
Money and your fellowman at
the same time. Money is the
false God, the graven image,
the idol of our day and age.
Which God do Opus Dei mem-
bers really serve? Pray tell.

CUISIA, PADERANGA: They, too.




An Expose on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly inzome was P29 million. The income went up to P169 million in 1987,

highest monthly income declared was P 55 P212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 1989,

million. 341 million in 1990, and P428 million for
1991.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In only five and a half years of operation, from

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the July 1986 to December 31, 1991, the new

government was P2.1 billion. PAGCOR has already remitted a total of
P12.9 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
witholding taxes.

Number of Casinos

There were 10 casinos then. Today there are only 8 casinos in operation.
Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. . on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President's directive of transparency
in the government, Pursuant to this
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizable increase in PAGCOR's

income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, Cities hosting the casinos
and the Philippine Sports Commission. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations.
With the substantial amount it remits to the government, PAGCOR has become the third biggest
revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in
the past.

K\ ?AGC‘O Responding Through Responsible Gaming
&

¢ -
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\\ )) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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History will be kind

ESPITE HER inadequacies and shortcomings in the job of the Presidency
for the last six years, many feel that the verdict of history will be kind to Mrs,
Corazon C. Aquino. As she has often said herself, the restoration of
democracy and therule of law will be her lasting legacy to the Filipino people, though
this legacy has fallen far short of the economic gains that should have accompanied
such an outstanding achievement. The price of the galunggong lish on which she had
anchored the success of her economic programs, has gone up instead of down, to the
great consternation of housewives. The whole country has been crippled with an

energy shortage, even of water and transport, and natural calamities like earth- -
quakes, floods, volcanic eruptions have come and gone, leaving behind a swath of

destruction that have affected notonly the country but,asin the case of Mt. Pinatubo,
the whole world.

In her overwhelming desire to restore democracy after the 20-year blight ol the
oppressive dictatorship may be traced the very first failings of Mrs. Aquino’s
governance. Perceptive students of government have pointed out that she could have
donealottoensure heradministration’s future success if she had wiclded the powers
given her in the first few months of the Revolutionary Government. In asix-month
period, she could have recoverad the stolen wealth of the greedy Marcoses, their
relatives and their cronies, and have them convicted in absentia to guarantee their
incarceration should they ever set foot again in the country they plundered. Now
Marcosa can even run lor president and Marcos. Jr, has won a seat in congress, bul
the betting is he won't sieal. Mrs. Aquino could have also stopped the denudation ol
the forests, anational patrimony that has astronomically benelited alucky few, when
she had the power 1o do so and a host ol other things that could have laid the
groundwork for any future pursuit in the areas of economics and other pressing

national concerns. She had not done so and this will always be in the debit side of

history’s ledger.

Nevertheless, her magnificent feat of restoring the democratic order shines
brightly and strongly againsi her perceived weaknesses. I she had Failed mostly
along the way, her lone achievement guarantees that she will never be a failure. She
stands tall.

Estrada may do better

HE PRESENT odium that hangs like a dark cloud over the Philippine National

Police does not suggest any signilicant improvement in the conduct of this Liw-

enforcement agency in the near future. Practically every heinous crime in the
lengih and breathe of the archipelago the last several vears had been perpetrated by
scalawagsin police uniform — and soldiers. And 16 is becoming to be a favorite number.
Just a few weeks ago at a Valenzuela checkpoint, 16 cops riddled a San Miguel
Corporation middle echelon official with 16 bullets, allegedly because the puy ignored
them. In Quezon City, the finger is being pointed to 16 Special Weapons and Tactics
(SWAT) copsas responsible for a series of summary Killings of several teenagers whom
these uniformed thugs have accused of petty robberies. And in the most heinous and
barbaric and senseless killing of all, ten La Union cops several days ago tortured and
killed four young women, raped ong, then dumped them down a 200-feel ravine and
given up for dead. Fortunately, the hand of fate intervened. As in the two previous cases
where a survivor lived (o tell all, the youngest girl in the La Union case survived to tag
the 10 hoodlum cops and tell her grisly story. And other cases ol police brutality have
surfaced regularly,

The only good thing about these sordid tales is the punitive action being taken by the
top PNP people, notably Dir, Gen. Cesar Nazareno, to curb the abusive tendency of the
organization's members. In the recent past, this space has had occasions 1o praise
Nazareno for his immediate reaction to such abuses, But we cannot bring ourselves to
do so now; we feel there is something basically wrong with the PNP and its top man is
not doing enough or is not capable of doing a good job as the citizens expected.

Thatis why Vice-President Joseph Estrada’s acceptance of the role of crime czar in
the Rumos administration comes as a breath of fresh air in the overall peace and order
situation inthe country, He has promised to do better than the police because, according
to him, he is not beholden to their protectors, mostly politicians, and therelore he can
wage a real war against the uniformed criminals, He intends to be above all other law
enforcement agencies sothat he can coordinateall theireffortsand doagood jobof going
after rogue cops and soldiers and their protectors.

In tapping Estrada for the job, President Ramos has shown a good feel for harnessing

talentand capability. The vice-prexy’s stint as San Juan mayor did not exactly earn him
any love from the town cops, his television program continued to hammer on ¢rime, and
his pledge to uphold the interest of the weak and powerless, which was a perennial theme
of his old movies, should put him in good stead in his new mission to go after the scalps
of gangsters in uniform. The man has shown sincerity in his words and this is backed
by his pastactions, All he needs is unstinting support both from the government and the
citizens 1o heal this festering sore in the body politic. Let us give it to him.
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Sino ang mg

PROCLAMADO NA si Hen

West Point bilang President ne mea mandaraya

sl Ramos ne

nitong nakariaang eleksivon. Nananawagan siya
upang Kitadanin din sivang President ng mga
dinayva, silang higit nanakararami, upang masabi
miyang sivi'y Pangulo ng isang bansang
temokratiko
Kanya
hadlangan siyit patuloy Ko na lang na gagawin

Basta ako, hindi man ako Bilib sa

wilid naman akong magawi upang

ang napasimulan nang pakikalam sa tungkuolin
ng Free Press: walehdog nog walang collar,

Al bago muagkalabuan na naman dahil sa
Bahay na
Heneral Singlaub, aba™y tiyakin natin na Kilala

(ke ng Pentagon, ng Puti, o ni
natin kung sino ang talagang mga subersibo,
bago ako mapagkamadan, imbitahin ng pulis o
mulitar, tkulong o isalvage. Puwes, ag subersibo
Y IYUNE BUMagawa ng paraan upang maitumba
AN sinumang o anumang nakatindig na o
nakalayo. Kayva ang subersibo ay tn {
NANE 2avon ay sapagkat nanunulot styamulisa
dalimy Kagaya balimbawa ng anay na Kwmikilos
“underground

O, di maliwanag na hindi ako kailanman
maaaring thinay sa listahan ng mga subersibo,
Waula akong sinusdlot o balak man laming

manulot, at lahal ng ginagaws ko o sinasabi na

may kinalaman sy public mterest ay waling
patlalim. (Si Noli de Castro lang baang walang
inatago. atwalang mililihim? Kuno) Rebelde
ako, E, hindi nagrerehelde

(AN sino- bang

a subersibo?

| cisinGt

ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

kapagka siya'y niloko. dinaya, nilapastangan?
Nagpaparaya rin ako, subalit talagang isigaw
ko hanggang langit ang aking pagtutol sa
alinmang kaapihan. Atkung nagrercbelde man
ako, hindi ako Kalaban ng autoridad kundi ng
myga katiwalian na ginagawa ng mga autoridad.

Kunsabagay, may kainaman din itong isang
Protestante na ang naka-upo si Malakanyang.
Dapat

|\|.\|.'».' i

g b unawain niyicang mga nagpo-
sl kunya, di po ba? Siyvempre, ang mga
Protestante ay linuturing ng
Katolikobilang mga

Ramos ay isang

A opisyal ni
iubersibo. Kaya. st Heneral

subersibo = saomea mata ni

Kardenal Sin, Ang komunista ay subersibo sa

pantnginng kapitalista. Subalit ang satingin ko
|I_'.'.I‘ Y T ‘-llr'l'l'\ll‘i"f 4 |II-'|.l_\ \1_\ TR 1'.|-_\'.I

mday i sa nakaring eleksiyon. Sayang

lanet sila Kadanman mahidli=huli ni Heneral

Rumos upang maparusahan, Kung silay hindi

ako pa Kaya!
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A cancerous
judiciary

NEXT TO the power crisis, President Ramos
should attend to the crisis affecting our judicial
system. Asa praclitioner, | must say that the system's
cancer of corruption and incompetence has reached
such a critical stage only a mailed-fist (lining-up-
against-the-wall, if you like) policy will remedy the
situation. 1 know of many upright lawyers (yes,
Virgie, there are also upright lawyers) who are about
tothrow their arms up over the malady which festered
the more under the Aquino administration.

Secking justice through the courts nowadays s
like seeking needlegn a haystack. There's simply so
much hay — i.c., undesirables — in the Bench, they
who drive otherwise law-abiding citizens up to the
mountains with their bought decisions. Inone’s esti-
mate, less than one-half of those wearing judicial
robes deserve the attire. The rest should be wearing
striped uniforms, instead.

A lawyer worth his sall knows beforchand if the
case he's handling is a winning one or a losing one,
To such a lawyer, nothing is moire disgusting, more
nauseating than to lose a winning case not on its
merits but on considerations only millionaires and
powerful politicians can afford.

Justice is as important as life itself, and nothing,
as the late Dean Simeon Ferrer said, rankles more
than being avictim of injusticein the hands of ajudge.

If he wants his administration to succeed, FYR
should restore the people’s faith in our judicial sys-
tem. To this end, he should first id it of rotting, and
rolten, tomatoes.

But can, and will he, do it?

LI L]

“Ramosnot yet off the hook - Vasquez? (Globe,
June 24).

Vasquez Is, of course, Justice Vasquez, the
Ombudsman, and Ramos s, of course, the new
President.

Two days later, another paper, the Inquirer,
reported: “The Ombudsman yesterday cleared
President-elect Fidel V. Ramos of any criminal
liability In connectlon with two graft complaints
recently filed against him. But the former defense
secretary, who will be sworn into office on June 30,
still faces two eriminal complaints before the anti-
graft office.”

Well, let’s see what the Ombudsman does with
the last two criminal complainis.

TI11L]

Speaking of the Ombudsman, the Glabe on the
same day, June 26, said; "Overall Depoty Ombuds-
man Francisco Villa yesterday asked the Supreme
Court to suspend and disbar an Ombudsman director
for grave misconduct and dishonesty. Director Cesar
Palana of the Ombudsman Preliminary Evaluation
Investigation Bureau allegedly holds a nonexisient
position at the Ombudsman’s Office, Villa smd."

Hope that what happened to tne late Justice
Colayco won't happen to Villa. Colayco quil in
frustration in his attempts to clean up the anti-gralt
body.

Keep it up, Mr. Villa. We're with you.

L L

1 couldn’t imagine what would, and could hap-
pen to Cory If It wasn’t her anointed who won.
She’d be doing what she never would want o
happen: doing an Iméldific of exile and suits,

Maswerte laloga.

EhARS

Let me have iny own valedictory: Goodbye, Cory,

Rambling among Palace p.r. boys

MANUEL L. QUEZON, first president of the
Commonwealth had Serapio Canceran as press scc-
retary. But Canceran was ineffective, practically
useless. He wasin those days (1936-1941) a playboy.

_ president of the exclusive bachelors ¢lub of Manila.

Jorge (George) Vargas, executive secretary, camed
the job of calling a press conference aboul (wice a
week after the cabinet meeling. Quezon himselfalso
would preside a press session in Malacanang

On the restoration of the Commonwealth govern-
ment to President Sergio Osmeda by Gen. Douglas
MacArthur at historic rites in Malacafang, the US
liberation forces simultaneously disbanded their in-
formation section and turned over the press relations
jobs to the Philippine government.

Mauro Mendez, exceutive editor of the D-M-H-M
newspapers (El Debate-Manday Mail-Herald-
Mabuhay) was the first press secretary in the Palace
in the true sense of the word. Mendez had excellent
credentials. ‘

Mendez and his boss President Osmena were
sticklers for truth and honest public service, The first
painful truth was that the restored Commonwealth
had only P16-million and a few centavos lelt after
being ravaged by the Japanese. Osmena was nol
going 1 mount the hustings on a ik-1l1|.\<ll campaign
He would only put his record as secrefary ol educa
tionand then as no, 2 leader of the country Lo public
appraisal,

Another painful news for the Palace public rela
tions secretary to announce in thal election year was
that reelectionist President Osmeia was disposing
three or more Philippine army planes for the political
campaign use of rival candidate Manuel Acuna Roxas.
Roxas had the commission of general of the Philip-
pine armed forces which his Japanese captors could
not withdraw even il Roxas had crossed the battle line
in Baguio to surrender to the enemy

President Roxas's public relations officer who
occupied the swivel chair in the press building of
Malacaiang was Juan C. Orendain, US cducated in
Stetson University, Johnny Orendain was a typical
Amencan campus U alumnus, a good mixer, casy lo
lose his temper and quick to recover his good humor,

We, on Malacafiang press coverage, used to kid
Johnny about his Stetson hat qualitics. When he got

irked, he would take off his thick eyeglasses, which
meant he was willing to have a scuffle. But Johnny
was 4 big lanky fellow, and none of the daily news-
paper boys on the Palace beat dared a boxing bout
with him, Then an exchange of jokes and Johnny
good-fellow handshakes would ensuc.

There were Felixberto M. Verano, fellow
guerrillero and courier of Gen. Roxas between
Pangasinan and Manila, Verano was in the USAFFE
underground by the pseudonym Capl. Winters. After
the war, Verano used to hang around the office of
press secretury Johnny Orendain, acling as crrand
boy. “Capt. Winters” did well as an errand boy.

There was a third man in the press office whose
specilic daty was nol guite defined by President
Roxas, but we reporters knew this man issued press
statements, and accompanied Roxas on his post-
election provincial “Thank you™ visits with the
clectorate

ITe was Julios C. Edelstein, a captain in the US
navy, a career journalist and public relations practi-
tioner, Edelstein wrote some of the speeches of
Roxas, or drafts of his policy statements

I was on a southern cruise of some islands with
Vice President Elpidio Quirino when early one morn-
ing al sea enroute back to Manila the second mate
Capl. Magsino ol the coast guard cutler Sea Anemonc
received a radio news that President Roxas died of a
stroke after a speech at Clark Air Base. | was with
officer Magsino on the upper deck of the ship about
9 o'clock p.m. of the night Roxas died.

Magsino and | looked at with amazement, ina
very clear night, aboul the ime Roxas died, as we
watched an unusual ball of fire, just about 200 feel
straight ahead of our fore deck. The ball of fire, bnght
yellow, was going down slowly from S0 feet high in
the sky until about 10 minutes later 1t disappeared
completely withoul atrace. Magsino, aveteran sailor,
was dumbfound at the phenomenon

My account of this happening was published in
the Philippine Free Press a few days later in that year
1948

On his assumption, President Quirino immedi-
ately named Vicente Albano Pacis chief of the public
relations office. Pacis litted intothe joblikea™T". He
is a very cultured man. He was city editor of the

TOWN CRIER

DMHM newspapers, was a veteran United Press
International correspondent, American university
alumnus. He wrote biographies, and a great reference
book on Philippine politics produced by him is atwo-
volume life and career of the gentleman politician
Sergio Osmeiia, St

Pacis is a dapper dresser, was strict in his work as
public relations chief, respected by the “bays”™ who
covered Malacaiang, and a greal advocate of press
frecdom and human rights. He has become ambassa-
dor of the Philippines to the various UN offices and
agencies in Switzerland. It was the acme of Pacis’
career and the glory of Philippine foreign diplomacy.

The printer’s ink has always been in the blood of
Pacis, Helost his jobasdiplomat to Switzerdand when
he refused to appoint the sister of Ferdinand Marcos,
Elizabeth Marcos, as a member of the Philippine
diplomatic staff 1o Geneva. Pacis wanted capable
stafl members

When Marcos became President, Lhe firsi thing he
did was 10 yank out Pacis who went back to news
editing and column writing. His columns are erudite,
noble.

Next to Pacis in Malacaiiang press office was
Antonio L. Arizabal, an Associated Press agency
correspondent to Pacis’ UL Tony Arizabal was
capable but rather lazy. He was known as the Palace
mimeograph operator. His assistant in the press of-
fice was Elpidio Peralta who did most of the writing
and mimeographing for the “lacuachero” Arizabal.
He was a good mixer, a newspaperman’s newspaper-
man.

The next press secretary was Jose V. Cruz (Jayvee).
Cultured, a sophisticated with Ateneo de Manila
background, who carries a Holy Rosary and brought

(Next page, please)

Women at the helm (2)

NO ONE described women professionals bet-
ter than Ms. Teresita Afiover Rodriguez when she
prefaced her article on “The Professionals™ in the
Mr. & Ms. issue of June 30, 1992 with the
following facts and opinion:

“Homemaking was the [lirst career women
were cut out for. But limiting ladies to mothering
and housekeeping was only for those times when
life was relatively simple, and scashells were
used as money in commercial exchanges, Today
the dollar rate has soared, and women have taken
their places beside the men i the corporate
world. Pursuing a carcer has even become the
allernative, not just because there is need for the
family finances to have dual sources. Domestic
helpers and shorteuts in household chores have
given the lady of the house more time for hersell,
Those with idle time pursue hobbies, or sit at the
mahjong tables.”

“The other alternative - and this has come up
as timely boor in any economy - is for women (o
muke use of their innate talents and educational
training, take their places beside the men, and
prove to thems=lves and to the whole world that
feminine brains are just as sharp as those of the
male, if not sharper. Women have what it takes
to run the corporate world. They are inspirations
to our young girls who sometimes wonder if
there's a future amidst all the brownouts.”

I am taking this opportunity to feature Eggie
Apostol who together with our very own Joe

Burgos, Jr. were the main media personalities
who put their lives on the line when many others
from media shirk their responsibility at a ime
when upholding press freedom was the number
one priority.

Let's say from the outset that [ am a rabid fan

+ of both Eggie und Joe and will remain 1o be so as

long as | live. Hence, my writing columns for both
the Philippine Daily Inquirer, and We Forum,
In the case of Eggie. here are the reasons:
In the days when | was 50 busy defending the
consumers from theincrease inprices of gasoline
products in the late 60s and the carly 70s when the

TEA W/ JULIE

by JULIE AMARGO

spirit of nationalism was al its peak because no
less than the late Senator Jose W. Diokno was
leading the fight against these transnational oil
giants and there was Nimia P. Arroyo who came

(Next page, please)
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EGGIE APOSTOL: On the line,

FVR and Julie A.
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A WEEK back screaming headlines reported about
the Supreme Court decision about the illegality inthe
release of funds for rebel returnees during the elec-
tions. Then came a report that Oldbudsman Conrado
Vasquez has ordered a probe into the anomalous
releases of the funds. [ was thrilled wath those reports.
[ thought maybe big fishes will be indicted here. In-
fact mention was made of at least six cabinet members
who were involved in the anomalous releases of the
funds for the administration’s campaign. Now noth-
ing has been heard anymore, | do not know if Senate
President Neptali Gonzales who was the prime mover
in the Supreme Court case is still interested to pursue
his gain or he has decided to be silent for practical
political reasons.

This is the usval tragedy in our country; we tend
to just forget no matter how serious is the wrong
doing in exchange for political considerations. Kaya
anomalies proliferate in our country and the vicious
cycle of graft and corruption go on unabated, admin
istration afteradministralion. I remember when Cory
Aquino appoinied me as Tanodbayan, She assured
me that | have a complete free hand to nid the nation
of corrupt officials and she told me there are no
“sacred cows " inher government. [ took her word and
proceeded on toclean the augean stables but I became
the first casualty. When 1 filed a criminal case againsi
CB Governor Jobo Fernandez,
Arlegui and, in the presence ol Jobo chided me for
filing that case. But | insisted and so lost Cory’s
support. Then | charged her National Secunty Ad
viser, Emmanuel Soriano for grall after he was caught
red-handed depositing the checks of International
Precious Metals - that “gold digger” at Font Santiago
What did Corazon Aquino do? She immediately

vy

she called me in

exoneraled Soriano. Yon ba ang no “sacred cows'
No, sir, there were many “holy cows" under Cory. |
am not bragging but I tell my readers, had Cory jusi

Hotline sa trese?

given me full support, il she was truly sincere in her
pronouncements that she will rid the nation of gralt
ers, | would have reduced graft and corruplion 1o
manageable levels by the time Cory's ferm ends
Anyway that is water under the bndge: no use crying
over spill milk

By the way speaking about the Ombudsman, [ was
told that when one applies for Ombudsman clearance,
one has to fill out a two-pagedinformation sheet lirst
Pati daw educational attainment and work expen
ence sasabihin me pa. Nowhere in the Philippines,
nowhere in the world will one find such a stupid
requirement. Ano ba ang relevance ng kumuknha ny
clearance? Is there a difference between one who has
adoclorate, or one who was a former Supreme Court
justice, for instance and a laborer or a 3rd grader for
purposes of getting a ¢learance that he/she has no
pending criminal case? Bakit Kailangan pany
sasabihin kuny ancng educational background ng
tae When I was the Ombudsman, you can gel your
clearance in |5 minutes; ngavon. baka isang buwan
dima pa makukuha The Office of the Ombudsman
was placed there by the Constitution and among its
functions is 1o make government more clficient; to
remove red lape

President Fidel Ramos has just appointed Vice-
President Erap Estrada 10 become the head of o
crime-busting agency. Baka another Presidential
Blue Ribbon Commission na naman “van, like what
Cory did before, appointing Doy Laurel to chair
the Presidential Blue Ribbon Commission where
I sat as member, then when we were starting to
zero in on big behest loans, Cory suddenly abol-
ished the Commission: In the case of Ramos’
appointment of Erap, I hopeitis for real but Lhave
serious doubts on Estrada’s expertise on heading
acrime commission. Baka i-appoininiio s Fernando

Julie A—MARGO_(me page 8)

up with her book entitled, “ Auditing the Account
ing Profession,” Eggie requested Aida Sevilla
Mendoza to invite me to join the Kilusan Ng Mga
Mamimili Ng Pilipinas, Ink. or KMPI.

It was Eggic who baplized me as the Fairy
Godmotherol KMPI since as Treasurerand mem
ber of KMPI's Board of Directors, I had 1o
support the organization [inancially to survive
and to keep our independent stand on consumer
issues, we cannol be beholden to any business
interest. Sometimes, I had to sell properties 1o
keep the KMPI going for we were renting office
spaces at that time, Later, | was elected President
and [ had 1o make the name of KMPI shine even
in forums abroad culminating in my election at
the IOCU Congress in Madnid in September 1987
as IOCU Patron, the first and only one at that time,
coming from the Third World. The sacrifice on
my lime and finances 1s of course greal but what
| am trying to emphasize here is that Eggie has a
knack of seeing potentialities of people 1o serve
unselfishly and withoul thought of malerial re-
ward, Now, the KMPI office is in my house rent-
free and with a permanent address unlike other
aggrupations that are transferring from one of-
fice to another because of lack of funding. So,
we are in receipt of consumer materials from all
over the world and I am building a consumer
library that will house many ol the books that I
have gathered thru the years plus the book
donations made by the Ramon Magsaysay Foun-
dation. So, one can see thal protecting the con-
sumer interest has become a lifetime commit-
menttous. Creditthis lo Eggie who notonly made
me follow a disciplined and deeply committed
lifestyle but also one that can fight the evils in the
marketplace without fear or favor.

Look atthe Philippine Daily Inquirernow, the
number one daily newspaper in this country and
voted as the Newspaper of the Year exercising a
great degree of independence and succeeding at
that. Today, several groups have opted to buy PDI

g =
but Eggic with her winsome smile, just go on
performing her job as Chairman ol the PD] Board
and scemg 1o 1t that PDI will always remain
number one.

Last Thursday., June 25th, President-Elect Fidel
V. Ramos came to visit the PDLoffices and when
he was asked questions, one could see that PDI"s
reporiers, columnists, editors and officers are
truly men and women who have mastered their
crafl,

Of course, FVR was also in his best so when
Eggic thanked him for taking lime out to visil us
and treating us to a merienda, he was very gra
cious to say: “Ohthat’s okay. Lam justreciprocat
ing what your brother did for us in Sorsogon.”
Eggie's brother Fernando Duran, Jr. is the mayor
of Sorsogon, Sorsogon and FVR s lather, the late
Narciso Ramos stood assponsor at Mayor Duran’s
wedding in Taipei.

Eggie's deep commiunent to uphold press
freedom reverberates throughout the land und
that alone makes herdear to all ol us. Eggie could
rightly be called the “*Mother of Consumerism
the Philippines™ for as one of the founders of
KMPI, indeed she has earned the lhonor and
respect due a number one consumer advocate.
Let's rally to her cause!

Pae Jr. dahilmag=ling sumuniok sa pelikula? Kung
sa bagay naso-solve naman ni Erapang mga krimen
sa “Hotline sa 13", kaya puede na siguro.
TR
I'he senatonal results have showna very |0p_\'ld\‘(|
representation for Luzon, with Visayas and Mindanao
with only three senators, e.g., Osmena, Herrera and
Rasul. Then we have 1o consider the lact that the
President and Vice president are from Luzon with a
,prospective speaker, Congressman Joe De Venecia
also from Luzon. Talaga yatang poor relations ang
labas ny south dito, In the 1987 polls, the same
sttuation obtained and this trend might go on and on
unless remedied through a Constitutional amend
ment electing senators Lo represent the regions of the
country
I am not advocating an clection ol senators h)
districts as inthe onginal 1935 Constitution. One of
the main arguments lor electing senators at-large is
that the senate 1s the testing ground tor the pres
dency. Kung sa bayvay ngavon wala i vala (o Rasi
the best westing ground now for national office 1sio be
amovie aclor ora TV host At any rate | go back 1o
my theme that there should be senatonal representa
Lions, ot least by regions and this can be achieved by
amending the Constitution, allowing lor elections ol
senalors-of-laree but 1 s

I have o formula tor this but 1 will subnut ths

infically represent n
LN
o Congress indue ime. This formuola was done in il
Imegrated Bar ol the Philippinesin the cleclion ol its
Board of Governors. IBP Governors are voted by the
entire House ol Delegates bul they specifically rep
resent all the regions. When | was elected Governor
of the [BP for Greater Manifa, [ was voled by the
entire House of Delegates
srnas

Last June 25 was the deadline for submitting
the statements of election expenses by the candi-

INMY CORNER..

dates, This requirement should be abolished; it Is
a farce. The Comelec should concentrate more on
stopping election frauds because democracy is
subverted by fraudulent polls. The other day, for
instance 1 was reading the column of Belinda
Cunanan about the teachers in Quezon Province
having been paid 2,000 each. I think the teachers
in Quezon and the teachers in Zambales should
compare notes. They should use Supervisor Rogue
as their resource speaker; they should also invite
some teachers in Botolan and Subic. Then on how
to make use of the PNP, they should invite Colonel
Domingo. If they want a legal expert, they should
also invite Fiscal Nacin so he can teach them on
how to influence the Municipal Board of Canvass-
ers by doing the tally inside the Board of Canvass-
ers, especially if one has a daughter or son who is
avandidate.

By the way what happened to that disbarment
case against Fiscal Nacin which was filed by
Estanislao Aranda?

LR

The Ramon Magsaysay School of Ans & Trade is
now a Palylechnic College. President Aquino jusl
signed into law the bill sponsored by my wife,
Gonzalez. Now the
Zambalenos will have a State college because there
was a Pacita Gaonzalez who envisioned it

Congresswoman Pacita 1

o

FVR VISIT: President Ramos with Inguirer staffers and columnists, Eggie Apostol, Julie
Amargo, Vicente Albano Pacis, Rina David, Bel Cunanan, Larry Henares, Tony Nieva and

Manolo Inigo.

vicBARRANCO

(From page 8)

up his sons in Spanish, Latin and English prayers,
Jayvee is a block reader, well versed in classic
literature. Easygoing and “lacuachero” of a sort, he
can fimish a thick novel in one mght. He quarrelled
with Don Claro M. Recto who called him a “hired
hack" when the equally widely cultured JV charged
Recto with allegedly plagiarizing something. A high
point in JV's career was his appointment as Philip-
pine ambassador Lo the Court of St. James' where he
served with distinetion for several years

Guillermo Vinluan Sison debonair assistant of
Jayvee, served as acting press secrelary for a while
until Foreign Affairs Secretary Carlos Peiia Romulo
who had been impressed by Guilling Sison's perform

ance asked President Gareta's consent to transter
Guilling 1o the Foreign Office from where Guilling
Sison was catapulied as ambassador to Thailand

It was Guilling's tenure in Malacanang press
oflice when his nephew, Jess C. Sison, Malaya col
umnist joined the Palace press information office as
assisiant

President Garcia took in Virgilio Reyes, another
United Press Agency correspondent, as press secre
tary, A good writer, Reyes had a bored look and
lackadaisical disposition. When we wentto Tokyoon
astate visit of President Gareia, [ost my luggage full
of clothing and personal effects which were regis-
tered care of Malacafiang security men but was lost
enroute 1o Tokyo, A search for my luggage was
conducted under the supervision of Benigno Toda,
chairman of the PAL board who accompanied Garcia's
party as an official of the entourage, The search, by

exchange of radio messages, exiended to US cities on
the PAI

Garcia'sstate visit without favorable resulls. It was a

stopovers. Il lasted the entire period of
friend from Manila who represented a trading and
shipping company based 1n Tokyo who gave me a
free complete change of wardrobe, trade mark
Matzusakaya and Malsuya. Nol even a pair of socks
was given by my [riend Virgilio Reyes, We just
laughed the incident off, and forgot it in a jiffy.
After Garcia was President Macapagal whose
press officer was Leo Parungao. Leo did not have the
experience and the background as the previous press
officers, Leo was much younger, but he was diligent
and hardworking. Some years aller his service in the
press office, Leo became lascinated with the
“duendes™, the extraterrestnal spints, and fairies. He
has made extensive rescarches into this charming
world with which he has some psychic conlacls,
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Mabahong Kamaynilaan,
maduming Pilipinas

DAHIL SA pagtatalo ng mga Metro Manila
Mayors na humantong pa sa demandahan, hindi
nakokolekta ang mga basura sa buong
kamaynilaan. Habang nagbabale-taktakan sila sa
mga programa sa radyo al dyaryo, ang
mamamayan naman sa Maynila ang nahihirapan
sa baho al epidemya at ang pinakamasakil ay
paghantong sa pagkakasakil ng mgamyembrong
pamilya.

Naglipana ang mga “plastic bags™ sa mga
bakod ng bawat kabahayan na parang dekorasyon
sa Christmas tree habang nagpipista ang mga
nakadapong sangkatutak na langaw al bangaw.
Kapag nilapitan at sinuri ang mga “plastic bags™,
makikilang napapalibutan na ang laman ng bag
ng mga “vod” na palatandaan na ng pagkabulok
ng mga laman ng bag. Kung nakasakay ka naman
sa croplano at titingin ka sa kamaynilaan ay
maglataka kakung bakitnagkaroonngmgabundok
sa kamaynilaan. lto pala ay ang mga gabundok na
basura sa lahat ng sulok ng Maynila na hindi na
naaasikaso ng mga pinunong bayan,

Ayonsamgaduklornanagmamasid, malaking
kaugnayanng mgahindinakokolektang basura sa
kamaynilaan ngayon sa mga sakit na pagtatac al
mga sakit sabalat. May nagsasabing dahilan din
daw ito ng mga sakit sa baga tulad ng hika at
masasasl na pag-ubo. Sa pagpasok ng tag-ulan,
inaasahang higit na lalala ang problema sa
pagtambak ng basura dahil itoy aa nurin ng baha
al kakalal sa mga kalsada at matatapakan ng mga
tao al madadala sa kani-kanilang paroroonan,
Huwag sanang magkaroon ng peste. Ito ang
panalanginng marami. Ngunitkailangang kumilos

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY PAPA

agad ang administrasyong Ramos paramailigtas
ang mga laga-Maynila sa pagiging “Lunsod ng
Basura™ o " City of Trash.”

LR RS

Kaugnay ng “killer red fide™ ang pagiging
madumi na ng Pilipinas. Dahil sa sobra ng
paglapastangan sa Inang Kalikasan, humihina na
ang “resistensya’ ng ating bayan samga sakitna
dulot na kahinaan sa kapaligiran. Kalbong
kagubatan, polusyon mula sa mga pabrika al
sasakyan, sa mga sinusunog na plastic, sigarilyo,
mga kemikal naitinatapon samga lawang Laguna,
ilo ang mga nararapal na sugpuin sa madaling
panahon!

Malaking maitutulong ni Pangulong Ramos
kung mabibigyang pansin kaagad ang problema
sa kapaligiran o “"environment.” Sa palagay ko'y
mahirap magtagumpay ang anumang layuning
kabutihan para sa bansa kung magpapatuloy ang
paglapastangan sa ating kapaligiran. Ang
kawalang kahandaan sa pagpulok ng bulkang

Card of thanks

The bereaved family of the late

William V. Raneses

who passed away on June 23, 1992

acknowledge with heartfelt gratitude the many
kind expressions of sympathy extended to
them in their hour of bereavement.

[ IKA-39 NA LABAS |

Ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

mapasaamin ang Paghahari N'yo, masusunod na po nawa an
p : 4 )

‘ ‘ ! MA NAMIN sa Langit, sinasamba namin ang Pangalan N’yo,

Kalooban N’vo rito sa lupa tulad nang sa Langit. Maramin
A i g

“salamat po sa pagpapadala Ninyo kay Ma’m Helen sa amin at sa wakas ay

nakakatikim na rin kami ng masasarap na ulam kagaya ng dinugu-an, saka

ginataan..."

“Teka, teka,” sabad muli ni
Helen, “binago mo naang dasal
na itinure ko sa Hindi
"yan kung walang
pahintulot ng Santo Papa sa
Roma.™

inyo,
pwede

“E, kung hindi naangkop sa
ganitong sitwasyon, Ma'm.”
pangangatwiran ni - Bundol,
“Alangang sabihinkong: Bigyan
poninyo kami ng ammng kakanin
S8 araw-araw, ¢ nanrlo na sH
harap natin  ang pagkon? Al
Kong
magpasalamal sa Diyos al
dumating kKayo rito sa amiun,

Kung hindi dahil sa myo.

saka, lalagang puslo

hindinganamin Siya makikilala,
di ba?”

“Huwag kang pilosopo.
Bundol,” saway muli ng guro,
bagama’l naantig ang kanyang
|'m\U\.'|Iim|l:m ng binatang At

Kausap ng Meyor ng Barotac
Viejo ang komandante ng
kostabularya na nakatalaga sa
kanilang lugar upang puksaimn
ang mga Huk. Nakahimpil ang
mia kostable sa dating Kwartel
ng mga Hapon

“"Bakil hanggang ngayon
hindi pa ninyo mahuli-huli ang
kahit 1sa sa mga Huk na iyan?”
padabog na tanong ng Meyor

“Kung kayongang tagarito'y
hindi mnyonalalaman Kung saan
sila naroroon al hindi ninyo
mailuturo sa amin, paano namin

stla matunton,” sagotnaman ng

Kapitan ng PC

“Aba'y tungkulin ninyo ang
maghanapsakanila, diba? Alam
nating nasa bundok sila, ang
ginagalugad naman ng mga
lavhanmo’y ang mga pasugalan
at mga bahay ahiwan dilo sa
bayan, na

pulig ko."

BAWUN Na ng mgada

(May karugtong)

Pinatubo ay nagdulot ng lagim sa mga kababayan
natin sa gitnang Luzon. Hangdaang mga Acla ang
nagkakasakit at namatay sa dulot na sakit al
kagutuman ng pagsabog ng bulkan. Marami pang
nagbabantang bulkan sa kanyang pagsabog. Hindi
na dapat layong “matulog sa pansitan™ "ika nga.

Walaring maaasahang lagumpay sarepormang
pansakahan kung walang lupang masasaka dahil
sa baha o kaya'y tulad ng nangyaring
pagkakatabonng abong Pinatubo, Angred tide ay
dulot ng mga maruruming tubig mula sa mga
kabundukan na hindi na maharang ng mga dati’y
malalaking ugat ng mga puno, Hindi nasasalang
mga puno ang mga rumaragasang tubig na
magdadalang “micro-organism”samgakaragatan
natin na siyang dinadaluyan ng tubig-ulan.
Kakainin naman ng mga lamang-dagat natin ang
organismong ito at kakainin naman ng 1ao. Ang
“micro-organism’’ ang siyang “toxin” o lason na
kumakalat sa ating katawan at pumapalay.

Walang bitukadiumano ang mga tahong atiba
pang kabibeng dagat kung kayathindinilanasasala
ang lason. Nananatili lamang ito sa kanilang
katawan al kapag iniluio ito ay wala namang
finatanggal na bituka o anumang lamang-loob
hindi tulad ng mga 1sda.

SRR R

Inialok ni Pangulong Fidel Ramos kay Bise
President Joseph Estrada ang Presidential Com
mission on Crimes habang isinisulatl ito.
Tinanggapnamandiumanoitoni Erap pagkatapos
niyang kausapin ang kanyang mga advisers. May
katwiran s1 Ginoong Ramos na nababagay Kay
Erap ang gawaing ito hindi dahil sa mahusay
siyang makipagbuntalan sa kanyang mga
pelikulang aksyon. Maraming nagsasabing
marunong talygang Il}.‘lklpnp\unluk:ln s1 Er ap al
“kumakasa” Kung Kailangan lalo na kung
gumagawang kalokohan ang isang “loko™, Ngunil
ang mahalagang bagay dito ay ang “psychologi
cal effect” ng mga pelikulang nilabasan ni Erap
na hindi siya natatakot basta nasa katwiran siya.
Kung sasabihin namang sa pelikula lang naman
*yon at hindi wtoo ito, bakit “landslide victory™
ang panalo ni Erap. Ibig sabihi'y malaking bagay
talaga ang pagiging action star ni Erap. Ang
pagiging artisla niya ang naging tuniungan mya
sa kinalalagyan niya ngayon. Tanggapn man
natin o hindi.

Kaya'l kung ako kay Erap ay seseryosohin ko

ang gawaing ito al malaking maitutulong niya sa
pagsugpo ng mga krumen sa bansa. Lalo na sa
pagliligtas sa mga kabataun nating nawawusak
ang buhay dahil sa mga bawal na gamot. Habang
isinusulat ito’y wala pang malinaw na balangkas
pang-organisasyon ang nasabing Komisyon.
Ngunit kung ito’y lalawakan, mahalagang
malaman ang sasaklawin nito sa pagpapatupadng
kampanya luban sa knmen.

LR R Y]

Hindi pa nin nasusugpo ang mg pagpapalabas
ng mga “trailer” na hindi “wholesome™ sa mga
telebisyon. Marami paring “malalaswang cksena™.
Ang alam ko'y kailangang “rated” G o "General
Patronage™ o panlahatang idad ang mga dapat
ipalalabas sa (railer. Kadalasan pa itong
ipinalalabas sa mga oras ng panonood ng mga
bata.

Marami nang galit na mga magulang ang
sumulatsamgaeditorial sections” ng mgadyaryo
nakadalasa’y nagpapahayag ng kanilang pagtutol
sa ganitong sistema. Ang Movie, Television,
Review and Classfication Board (MTRCB) ang
siya laging napagbubuntunan ng sisi ng publiko
sapagkat sila ang ahensya ng gobyernong
nagsasagawa ng regulasyon sa mga palabas sa
pelikula at telebisyon, Ngunitang laging sagoing
MTRCB ay hindi nila tungkulin ang panghuhuli
Sa mga nagsisingil ng mga malalaswa sa mga
sinchan. Alam kong may karapatan ang Board na
magpasara, magkumpiska ng mga malalaswang
pelikula at litrato na hindi aprubado ng Board, al
miagpasara ng sinchan. Ang nararapal bigyang-
diin dite'y ang “moniloring system” na siyang
may malaking Kakulangan sa Board

Naniniwala akong kalit na anong ganda ng
mga patakaran, alituntunin, at mga regulasyon,
wala ring mangyayari kung ang pagpapatupad o
implementasyon ay hindi nasusubaybayan.

Ang malalaswang palabas sa sinehan at
telebisyon ay isang uri rin ng polusyon at
mapanganib na polusyon sa isipan ng mga bata’t
Kabataan, Ang kruiminalidad at sekswal na pang-
aabuso ay naiiugnay sa mga palabas ngayong
tumatalakay sa mga usapin ng karahasan at ST,
Kapag pinabayaan ito ayanarkiya sa lansangan
ang ating sasapitin,

[ligtas natin ang mga bata! Ihgtas natin ang
mundo!
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Rice micromill helping rural women

LOS BANOS — Although
rural women in rice Farming do
almost half of the work, they
take home very little of the eam-
ings. The biggest share of the
profits from rice arc made by
the millers and traders.

To ease the workload of
women inrice farming commu-
nitics and to transfer more of the
profits to rice farming families,
agricultural engineers at the In-
temational Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI) have designed time-
and money-saving portable rice
micromills. They will replace
hand-pounding, atedious, diffi-
cult jobusually done by women

Three women's groups from
remole villages in Matalom,
Leyte, Philippines, are using an
IRRI micromill. Sharing the
machire, the three groups milled
rice for their neighbors and
l'nmtcr\' from nearby viII-sgc\‘.

“Before acquiring the port-
able mill, the women ofien
walked 3-10 kilometers (2-6
miles) lo carry their rice to the
nearest commercial rice mill,
says Dr. Graeme Quick, head of
IRRI's Agnicultural Engincer-
ing division.

Al the village mill, they had
to waituntilenough rice amved
to make it profitable to operate
the mill, then had to wait for
their rice to be milled,

Hauling the rough rice to the
mill can costup toone-Tourth its
value, says Fred Salazar, IRRI
engincer and one of the design-
ers of the improved micromill
If the women can't afford to
take their rice 1o a commercial
mill, they must pound it by hand
Onthe average, ittakes a womain
half a day to pound § kilograms
of rice.

ﬂ.L \Nuan i Rlu [.mu

g Systems (WIRFS) program
at IRRI has been urging the en-
gineers todesign machnes spe-
cifically for women’s lasks.
WIRFS, together with two Phil-
ippine research institutes,
PhilRice and FARMI-VISCA,
studies the role of women in
rice farming and seeks 10 en-
hance their working conditions
and improve the lives of their
families,

“The women at Matalom
welcomed the nce micromill,™
says Thelma Paris, WIRFS as-
sistant coordinator, “lt relieved
them [rom the drudgery ol
pounding palay (rough rice) for
home consumption.”

The machine also helped the
women gain economic nde-
pendence, Paris says. In o just
iwo months in late 1991, each
group eamed profits ranging
from l S$45 1o 875. This gives

RP garlic production
decline fuels smuggling fears

ATTEMPTS TO smuggle
foreign grown garlic into the
country are expecicd by gov-
emment authorities to intensify
again during therest of the year,

The incentive is the whop-
ping 35 per cent shortfall in last
year's local producuon of the
popular food scasoning, agri-
culture department officials ex-
plain.

President high retail prices
of garlic is due to supply unable
to meet demand. Such a situa-
tion encourages the smuggling
attemplts, il is pointed oul,

The information from the
agriculture department has
caused the Bureau of Customs
peopletokeep anexiracye open
for contraband garlic shipments.

Records of the bureau show
smuggling attempts are many in
those years when the nation's
garlic harvest 1s in deficit.

Last year's crop is reported
by the department at 11,600
melric tons, It is 35.20 per cent
below the 17,900 tons produced
in 1990, The 1991 harvest is the
lowest since 1980 while that of
1990 second highest (o the
19,824 1ons output recorded in
1982.

Value of the 1991 garlic har
vestis placed by the department
at P421.6 million. Such an
amount further explains the re-
peated attempts al smuggling
the condiment in the country,

The Iocos is the leading re-
gional garlic producer in the
country. A far second is South-
ern Tagalog and an even distant
thirdis Central Luzon. The three
areas account for over 90 per
cent of the annual production,
records of the departmentshow.

Officials of the department
point out that the reason behind
premier production position of
the Ilocos is its agricultural soil
and climate which are hospita-
ble to the commercial growing
of garlic.

The records further indicate
that the farm sector still has 1o
equal or exceed the peak pro
duction 0f 19,824 1ons recorded
i 1982, Second highest output
was in 1990 with 17.900 tons.

Output in 1980 was 13,112;
records show this increased 1o
14,748 tons the following year;
hit the record outturn in 1982:
dropped to 14,623 tons in 1983;
declined further to 13,271 tons
in 1984; picked up to 14957
tons in 1985; roseto 15,488 lons
i the nextyear; dipped to 15,422
tons in 1987: further to 14,145
tons in 1988, and increased to
17,200 1ons in 1989,

Agnculture department cf
forts at helping the locos [ur
therdevelop its expertise al gar
lic cultivation are a sustained
affair with cooperation from the
larmers themselves and stale
agricultural colleges

One effort are the
being conducted by the Cotton
Research and Development In
stitute (CRDI) which found that
intercropping garlic with cotton
substantially increases family
farm mncome.

The CRDI 15 a member of
the Ilocos Agriculture and Re-
sources Research and Develop-
ment Consortium based in the
main campus of the Manano
Marcos State Universily in
Batac, Ilocos Norte,

CRDI senior researcher
Teodorico S. Parbo Ir, reports

studies

Loaperators 1n

that the studies involved 5.25
hectares tilled by 1S5 hmm'r
the towns ol
Bacarra and Badoc, Hocos Norte
provinee, and Sinait, Hocos Sur.

The fanmers cultivated the
“llocos White" variety of garlic
and the “UPL-C2" cotton
cultivar.

Results of the experiment in
Bacarra show a garlic yield ol
1.50 tons per hectare and
scedeotton yield of 3.61 tons
per ha., according 1o Parbo.

He says that sold at P20 per
kilo, the garlic harvest grossed
P30,000 while the cotton at P15
per kilo for a P54,150 gross
income. Such profitability is
attributed by Parbo 1o the pack-
age of technology taught the
Tarmers by CRDI,

Parbo adds that the garlic
crop was planied in November
instead of the traditional De
cember and that colton was
mitercropped at 30 1o 40 days
aller planting the lirst crop.
were [urther
laught on the correct applica
tion of fertilizer and other mod-
ern cultivition lechniques

The farmers

Modern methods of culnivat
ing garlic are expected to funther
entrench position of the Hocos as
the major producer ol the condi-
ment, The increased income from
the garlic-cotton: intercrop will
further fuel greater production of
the two money crops,

f]l\l)’ four provinces make up
the llocos Icgjul'. 'l-ln‘.}f are locos
Norte, llocos Sur, La Union and
Pangasinan whose collective popu-
lation was recorded at 3.5 million
by the mid-1990 national census
(DEPTHnews)

the women access (o extra in-
come, which is extremely im-
portant in upland rice areas.

The women use their profits
1o finance low-interest loans [or
members who need cash for
houschold needs and rice farm-
ing expenses such as labor and
fertilizer. Before, women in
larming arcas have had little
access 1o agricultural credit.

IRRIis testing the micromill
inother Philippine locations and
sent machines o Bangladesh,
Indonesia, and Thailand to be
adapted to each countries’ vil-
lage mee milling needs.

The IRRI-designed portable
micromill comes in two afford-
able sizes. Both are “cheaper
than a new color TV,” Quick
says.

Model RM50 can mill 50
kilograms ol roughnce perhour
and costs about $200 without a
power source, while the RM 150
mills 150 kilograms per hour
ind costs 5230, Salazar says.
Both can be driven by either an
clectric motor or an internal
combustion engine.

"“The portable mills are as
cllicient as traditional village
mills,” Salazar explains, “The
micromill has up to 68% mill-
g recovery, This means the
machine yields 68 kilograms of
milled rice lor every 100 kilo-
grams of rough rice. Grain
breakage is 35-50%, depending
on the nitial condition of the
nce."”

The micromill generates two
rice by-products, hull and bran
The bran can be recycled for
livesiock feed, and IRR11s work-
g to develop an improved

Two women from Barangay Esperanza in Matalom,
Leyte, Philippines, process their rice with an IRR1-designed

portable rice micromill,

They are members of one of the

three women's groups in the community thal share the
machine to earn extra money by milling rice for local farm-

ers.

cooking stove to bum the hulls.

Blueprints of the IRRI ma-
chines are available free to po-
tential manulacturers from the
IRRI Engineering Division, In-
ternational Rice Research Insti-
tute, .0, Box 933, Manila, Phil-
ippines.

IRRI is an autonomous,
nonprofit international agricul-
tural research and training center
established in 1960 10 increase
total food production from rice-

based farming systems. It is
funded by the Consuliative
Group on Intemational Agri-
cultural Research (CGIAR). an
mnformal association of 40 pub-
lic and pnivate sector donors
that supports a network of 18
international agricultural re-
search centers. Most of IRR1's
research is carried oul in coop-
eration with national agricul-
tural research and development
institutions.

1-M infants.

“Baby-inendly™ are: training for
health care staff who can inform
mothers about the
breastleeding, maternity manage

benelits ol

-ment rules which allow inlants

and mothers to remain together 24
hours a day and breasifeed on de-
mand; practices which ensure that
supplementary foods and liquids
other than breastmilk are prohib
iled unless medically prescribed

Bowinglo pressure brought by
the UN agencies, the International
Associationof Infant Food Manu
facturers (IFM) has agreed that us
29 members should stop supply
g free or
hospital and maternity facilities in
developing countries by Decem
ber 1992

UNICEF and WHO see their
baby-friendly hospital initiative as
an opening for greater sensilivity
and responsivtness 1o the health
needs of children in all countries
They regard it as the leading edge
tor infant feeding reform in many
countnies, and an opportunity to
introduce other services including
ol all

low-cost formula o

the routine vaccination
unimmunised children
Neither UN ogency believes,

e o (From page 12)

however, that “nature” will be eas-
ily defended against commercial
Weare particularly anx-
ious that all countries move as
rapidly as possible to introduce
regulations and legislation. and to
make formal Ministenal requests
for an end 1o low-cost infant for-

interests: ™

mula donations to hospitals,” says
James P: Grant, Executive Direc-
tor of UNICEF

“While some companies may
be willing to end this practice vol-
untarily, experience suggests that
governmental action is required in
maost countries to ensure that all
companies desists.” (Depthnews
Asla)

E“Viron mental e e s (From page 12)

costs in [erms of human develop
ment

“People in developing coun-
tries who absorb dangerous pesti
cides and inhale industrial fumes
in polluted cities, effectively sub-
sidize their country's exports at
the expense of their health,” The
report said it was important thal
nations understand such conse-
quences and be able 1o choose
theirown balance between income
and pollution

The report suggests that while
imporing countries should be able
1o block goods whose production
did not meet the norms, as already
exisis in the case of foreign auto-
mabiles which do nol meet na-
tional salety and emission stand-

ards, they should nol be able to set
arbitrarily high standards in order
o protect their own indusiries

“Althoughthe minimum stand-
ards should be udiversal, there
would still be differences between
countries in the actual standards
they choose.™

The UNDP report noles that
the international community has
already made a stan in this poten
tially thorny arca by including trade
provisions inmultilateral environ-
mental agreements including the
Montreal Protocol (ozone-deplet
ing substances), the Washington
Convention (endangered species),
and the Basel Convention (loxic
waste), (DEPTHnews)
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IN METRO MANILA

Unbalanced development
worsens Metro M’la congestion

UNBALANCED DEVELOPMENT is the major
culprit behind the worsening congestion and thin
basic public services in many Third World cities and

urban centers today.

The reminder is from the United Nations Fund for

Sustainable development 1s
defined by UNFPA as balanc
ing human numbers with their
demands on global resources

MetroManila’s presentsitu
ation provides additional under
scoring lothe UNFPA remunder
which it sounded as the world
population reached 5.48 billion
by mid-1992 and will total 8
billion n 1998

The Philippines’ premier
urban area with its 8 million
residents is presently aftliced
by such problems as acule un
employment, dire lack of hous-
ing, potable water, elecincity,
education, health and sanitation,
and a host of other basic public
services.

Rapid population increase is
a top reason behind Metro Ma-
nila regressing [rom the envi-
sioned modemn human settle-
mentioathinly disguised squat
ter colony, according to studies
conducted by Philippine aca-
deme.

UNFPA reports that unbal-
anced development “leads o

migration as people act lo im
prove their lives. They move
from poor arcas lo richer: [rom
land-poor areas 1o districts wiih
land to cultivate, fram anmipov
erished countryside lo city

The descriplion summanzes
what took place in Metro Ma
nila and other leading urban
centers of the nation in pisl
decades and today continues 1o
be magnels 1o the poor in the
rural arcas,

A Philippine governmenl
policy of dispersing industrial
plants to the countryside looks
good on paper but 15 actually
begging for efficientimplemen
tation, the kind possible with
the correct political will, the
academic studies stress.

In its report, UNFPA ob
serves that “after three decades
of development, the division ol
the world's wealth has grown
more, not less, unbalanced.”

It recalls that in 1965, high
income countries cornered 70
per cent of the global Gross
National Product (GNP) leav-

Population Activities (UNFPA) which is promoting
the sustainable development system to governments
of countries whose socio -economic progress are be-
ing hampered or snagged by rapid population growth.

mg only 19 per cent lor the
developing nations

n\l |I:.;"[? decade

shight improvements for the

recorded

have-nol countries but the Tol
1YR( decade reverscd
the trend. UNFPA notes (hat
division of the waorld GNP

nowing

creased for the haves ut 73 pPer
cent with 16 percent lelt for the
have-nols

UNFPA adds that the popu
lation in the developing coun
tries rose 1o 7R per cent ol the
global total i 1990 compired
o 70 per cent in 1963, indicat
g a worsening poverty prob
lem, among others

Studiesconducted by the UN
agency found that the world’s
absolutely poor people have
risen to 1.1 billion today, These
are individuals who need help
10 be able 1o produce or buy
adequate food, clothing and
housing for sell-respect.

But the patiem of develop:
ment since 1965 has been di
verse in the developing world
regions. UNFPA reports East

Asta posted graowih faster than
all the otherregions. East Asut’s
average income pul person in
creased by 5.2 per cent annually
during the 1965-198Y penod
In South Asia and |

America, LINFPA repons that in
|

iin

come grew by only 18 per-cent

ind that 1l was only a marginal 0.4
per cent in sub-Saharan Atrica

LINFPA further observes that
within nations, progress ol devel-
-s11||]\'[i|. ellofs was uneven, cspe
clally between rural and urban ar
eas with the bias favoring the lai
er

It recalls that lawe 1980s rural
arcas indeveloping countries av
eraging only “45-62 per cent of
urban areas’ access Lo health care,
¢lean water and sanitation. Urban
incomes are often double those in
rural areas. ™

Such unbalance can be cor
rected by adopting the sustained
development system which en
courages people loinsure that therr
growth in numbers does nol cause
irreparable harm 1o the resources
that sustain  them, according 1o
LUNFPA. (DEPTHnews)

nvironmental pressure

acts up

NEW YORK — The United
Stales Jast year banned the impon
of tumna from Mexico and other
countries which were using fish
ing nets which also trapped dol
phins

This dramaltic response Lo ¢en-
vironmental pressure at home, sent
shock waves far beyond the inter
national fishing communily

Itraised the possibility that the
now-lashionable quest for “sus-
tainable development”™ could be
used as an excuse for new non
tariffbarriers Lo international trade.

It requires little imagination 1o
foresee a situation in which the
cxpuﬂ&nfu:si L.!!lI'IiJL'UHVL‘L"\"IUIl
iry A, with diny manufacturing
processes, could be denied entry
to countries B, C and D, on the
grounds that they contribute to
global warming.

And if countries B, C and D
wanted to be especially sticky,
they might even deny access to
country A on the basis that its
products used components from

other sources with poor environ-
mental records

Inthe United States, wary con
sumers are already voicing their
concern aboul the entry of agricul
tural impons from producers who
usc questionable chemicalsin their
lields, so the permutations of en
vironmental concern would ap
peariobe endless — forbetterand
for worse

Most troubling is the Tear that
some might use the opéning 1o
manipulate markets, This is espe-
cially disturbing against the back
ground of today's environmenial
debate which has so fardenied the
access of developing nations 1o
the very lechnologies which would
enable them to be better industnal
citizens.

If they are lo be denied the
latest in the non-polluting tech
nologies needed to clean up their
acts, could they also be denied
access 1o markels because they
are unable 1o conform 10 new en-
vironmental standards?

This is just one [fear among
scores ol 1ssues which were 1m
plied, debated, bracketed and even-
tually lelt hanging aller a year of
preparatory conferences tor an
historic “Eanh
Summil.” The Summit, which is
scheduled for Rio de Janeiro in

United Nations

June, aimsto estahlish global con
SCNSUS Onways 1o contain the enis
sion of greenhouse gases and curb
global warming, and o preserye
the |‘iu|==git.i] diversity ol plant
and animal species essential for
the survival of humankind

Until now. the conference has
been somewhal preoccupied with
Is OwWn \llr\'i\'-li 1.hL' convenors
appear to have spent most of their
lime lr)'!ng 1o paper aver Ihe prra-
found philosophical and practical
differences betweenthe perceived
“hest” interests of the poorer na
tions of the South and those of the
industrialized North.

On the surface, this does not
bode well for discussion ol the
finerdetails of such things as trade.

But & Group on Environmental

Measures has exasted withun GA'T1
since 1971 and the next round of
trade talks within the GATT might
well pick up where the Earth Sum
mil leaves offand become a*Green
Round "

This year's “"Human Develop
ment Repont 1992" of the United
Nations Development Program
(UNDP), offers some thoughts on
ways to avoid yvet another impecdi
ment to Third World trade under
the rubnc of environmental con
cern, [t suggests that natons agree
to enforce minimum international
“norms of emission control™ on
fuctories which produce [or ex
port.

The report secks o middle
ground, noting that although coun
tries with low income might ap
pear to gainin the short term from
higher industrial production at the
expense of the environment, they
would ultimately pay much greater

(Page 11, please)

[-M infants at risk
from sales antics

of baby food makers

By IAN STEELE

NEW YORK — Is your local hospital "nendly" 1owards babies?

That's the one-million-baby question which the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organisation (WHO)
are asking parents, doctors and nurses this year. And the reason is
painfully simple.

The lives of one million infants could be saved this year if members
of the medical profession and the facilities they work in stopped acting
like sales agenlts for baby food companics

UNICEF and WIHI0O are asking doctors and the people who run
hospitals to stop distributing baby bottles and free samples of infant
formula to young mothers, and to say “No" o the “freebies™ which large
commercial corporations give them in return lor endorsements of their
L!InerL!\

They are asking medical prolessionals, who peaple trust with ther
lives, 1o recognise that baby bottles and free sample packets of infani

formula can be a death sentence Tor inlants in poor communilies where
The water is unsafe to drnk and hywene 18 inadequate

Fhey
breasticeding as an infant’s best health option lor at least the first four

to six menths of life

are asking medical practiioners o support exclusive

INFANTS’ RISK: Under study.

The grim stalistics backing this message should convinee anyone,
bui the word apparently is not getting through. The message, as reported
by the British medical publication The Lancet, is this; a bottle-fed baby
in apoor community isabout 1 5times more likely to die from a diarrheal
disease, and four times more likely to die from pneumonia, than a baby
whao is exclusively breastled

For a variety of commercial and other reasons, however, hospitals
and medical practitioners in many count ries are not making a good laith
effort 1o suppon mothers who could nourish and protect their infants,
Iree of charge.

They are separaling mothers and babies at birth and initiating
arificial feeding of newborns in hospital wards — ellectively compro
mising their mothers’ rights and ability to breastfeed them natorally.
Breastfeeding, warns UNICEF and WHO, is becoming an “endangered
practice.” '

Women who leave hospital with “gifts” ofinfant formula and bottles
quickly find that formula refills are expensive, il not beyond their
financial means, Many try to“stretch” their supplies by over-diluting the
mixes, which they often prepare withoul boiling the water or stenlising
the bottle

The path from there 1o sickness und early death can be all too
predictable. The intant becomes undernourished, picks up an infection,
gels diarrhea and dehydrales

UNICEF and WHO are promoting what they call a “baby-inendly
hospital initiative to reinstale breastfeeding and the protection w, <h
breastmilk provides against undernutrition and infecthon And foru-
!I.Ilt']_\ Casignilicant number of countnes and medical |\.rt-l'|.‘-;_\u|n:|.1:i are
picking up onit and pressunng infant formiula manulacturers to market
their products more responsibly

By the end of 1991, 12 countries Bolivia, Brazil, Cote d" Ivoire,
Lgypt, Gabon, Kenya, Mexico, Nigena, Pakistan, the Philippines,
I'hailand and Turkey — moved toensure that theirhospitals were “Baby:
friendly.”

I'hey adopted a 10-step plan for successiul breastfeeding and agreed
1o terminate the distribution of infant lormulaand encourage mothers to
breastfeed exclusively. Hospitals which meet the breastfeeding suppon
criteriaestablished by UNICEEF and WHO, will receive “Baby-fnendly”
plaques to post at the frant door

Among the measures which hospitals must introduce to qualify as

(Page 11, please)
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