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PERSPECTIVES IN THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES ASIA 16: 1 (2026)

THE PHILIPPINES AT THE
2025 FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR

he Philippines was the Guest of Honor (GOH) at the 2025 Frankfurt

Book Fair. As such, it was at the center of the world’s largest book
fair event, with over a hundred events leading up to and extending
beyond the actual book fair. The move to make the Philippines the GOH
was championed by Philippine senator Lorna Regina “Loren” Legarda.
Working alongside her Office were the National Book Development Board
(NBDB), the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA),
and the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). The agreement with the
Frankfurt Book Fair was signed in August 2023, making the Philippines
only the second Southeast Asian country to be the GOH at the Frankfurt
Book Fair. (Indonesia was the first.)

The outbreak of the Gaza War in October 2023, however, caused
concern. A ceremony awarding Palestinian author Adania Shibli with
the LiBeraturpreis, scheduled for that year’s Book Fair, was postponed
indefinitely and a forum with her cancelled. In an open letter signed
by hundreds of writers from around the world, the postponement was
viewed as a suppression of spaces for Palestinian writers. Meanwhile,
the CEO of the Book Fair, Juergen Boos, in the immediate aftermath
of the Hamas attack on Israel on 7 October 2023, promised to amplify
Israeli and Jewish voices at the Fair.

In September 2024, Publishers for Palestine, an international
coalition of publishers, demanded in an open letter that the Fair “denounce
Israel’s targeting of Gaza’s writers, students, schools, universities,
libraries, archives, and book publishers in its ongoing genocide.”
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In January 2025, the same coalition called for the boycott of Book Fair.
Several independent publishers and writers in the Philippines followed
suit, characterizing the Philippines’s participation at the Book Fair as
complicity in genocide. In May 2025, Senator Legarda met with authors
and publishers to express her condemnation of “all forms of violence, the
continued illegal occupation of Palestinian land, the systemic oppression
of the Palestinian people, and the entrenched inequalities and suffering
imposed upon them.” She added, however, that “walking away is not the
only form of resistance. Sometimes, showing up—to speak, to challenge,
to engage in critical discourse, and to insist on being heard—is the more
difficult and consequential act.”

Despite the withdrawal of several individuals and publishers, the
Philippine delegation to the Book Fair, in the end, consisted of some four
hundred writers, artists, scholars, and publishers. Karina Bolasco and
Patrick Flores curated the literary and cultural programs, respectively,
which were executed by co-directors Charisse Aquino-Tugade (NBDB)
and Aurea Brigino Lopez (NCCA) with a core team consisting of Ani
Almario, Kristian Cordero, Neni Sta. Romana-Cruz, and Nida Ramirez.
There were four venues dedicated to the Philippines at the Fair: the
Philippine GOH Pavilion, the Philippine (National) Stand, the Asia Stage,
and the Comics Stand. The Philippine GOH Pavilion, designed by Stanley
Ruiz to recall the archipelagic setting of the Philippines, was the main
venue for various performances, exhibitions, fora, and readings, on its
two stages. Beyond the fairground itself and the period of the Book Fair,
there were film viewings, exhibitions, book signings, and other events
in and outside Frankfurt. Rights for translations were also negotiated
between foreign and Philippine publishers. Foreign publishers that
bought the translation rights of a Philippine title qualify for a translation
subsidy from the NBDB.

What follows is the program at the Philippine Pavilion, courtesy
of Karen Capino, in charge of Press and Communication during the Book
Fair.

216



PERSPECTIVES IN THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES ASIA 16: 1 (2026)

EVENTS AT THE PHILIPPINE PAVILION

* held simultaneously at the Proscenium and Arena Stages
15 OCTOBER 2025

Events at the Proscenium Stage

10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION
Our National Literature: Filipino Spirit and Imagination
Merlie Alunan & Kristian Cordero

PERFORMANCE
“Ako’y Kampupot” (Cebuano song)
Kuwerdas Filipinas & Bianca Camille Aguila

11:30-12:30 PRESENTATION
Film and Literature: Tension and Translation
Angelo R. Lacuesta & Tanya Yuson

PERFORMANCE

“Ang Himala Ay Nasa Puso” by Vincent de Jesus

The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines
with Kuwerdas Filipinas

13:00-14:00 DISCUSSION
Heritage for Our Youth
Corazon Alvina, Regalado Trota Jose, & Victorino Manalo

14:00-14:30 PERFORMANCE
Adat Paranublion Kulintang Ensemble & Akayu

14:30-15:00 READING
Poetry for Freedom, Justice, and Peace
Marjorie Evasco & Maria Rilké Arguelles, with
background music from Nathan Neil Manimtim

15:00-16:00 DISCUSSION

Worlds Shaped by Home Away from Home
Candy Gourlay, Ester Tapia, & Maya Butalid
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16:00-17:00 DISCUSSION
Dismantling Imperial Narratives
Filomeno Aguilar Jr., Lisandro Claudio,
& Patricia May Jurilla

17:00-18:00 DISCUSSION
The Constantino Legacy: At Home and Abroad
Red Constantino & Angel Velasco Shaw

17:00-18:00 PERFORMANCE
Lament of the Most Wretched Woman Written
by Rizal
Allan Derain & Rowena Festin; performed by Camille
Abaya; directed by Missy Maramara

Events at the Arena Stage

09:45-10:00 PERFORMANCE
“Pokpok Alimpako” by Francisco Feliciano
The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers
Philippines

10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION
Writing Poetry for a Nation
Virgilio Almario

11:30-12:30 PRESENTATION
Comics: The Gamechanger Through the Years
Jay Ignacio & Russell Molina

13:00-14:00 PRESENTATION
Books and Documentaries: Facts of Life
Howie Severino & Nick Deocampo

15:00-16:00 PRESENTATION
Hunting for Artifacts: 19th-Century German
Explorers in the Luzon Cordillera
Analyn Salvador-Amores, Claudius Kamps,
& Christopher Kast
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PERFORMANCE
Kalinga Bamboo Music
Akayu
16:00-17:00 DISCUSSION
Framing Stories: Truth in Art and Film
Kawayan de Guia & Tanya Yuson
17:00-18:00 DISCUSSION
Indigenous Values/Multiple Spaces
Kidlat Tahimik, Filomeno Aguilar Jr., & Eric Zerrudo
PERFORMANCE
“Bathala” by Reginald Bernaldez
Kuwerdas Filipinas
18:00-18:30 READING
Poetry for Freedom, Justice, and Peace
Virgilio Almario, Mookie Katigbak-Lacuesta,
& Paul Alcoseba Castillo
PERFORMANCE
“Sa Mahal Kong Bayan”
The Philippine Madrigal Singers, Song Weavers Philippines,
& Kuwerdas Filipinas
16 OCTOBER 2025
Events at the Proscenium Stage
09:45-10:00 PERFORMANCE
"Katubo" by Ramon P. Santos
Kuwerdas Filipinas
10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION

Our Heart, Our Music
Ramon Santos & meLé yamomo
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11:30-12:30 DISCUSSION
How Do We Write About Climate Change?
Marjorie Evasco, Maria Paz Luna, & Red Constantino

PERFORMANCE
“Paraiso” by Ryan Cayabyab
The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines

13:00-14:00 PRESENTATION
FlipTop: The Biggest Rap Battle League in the World
Alaric “Anygma” Yuson

14:00-15:00 READING
Poetry for Freedom, Justice, and Peace: A Dialogue for Hope
Virgilio Almario, Andriy Lyubka, Mahmoud Muna, Matthew
Teller, Arne Svingen, & Ayu Utami

15:00-16:00 DISCUSSION
Covering a Home Country
Aurora Almendral, Marga Ortigas, & Dorian Merina

PERFORMANCE
“Transcendence” by Faye Mirabite
Damodar Das Castillo

16:00-17:00 DISCUSSION
Philippine Media: Struggles for Freedom
Howie Severino, Roby Alampay, & Patricia Evangelista

PERFORMANCE

First Quarter Storm Medley

Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines, with
Kuwerdas Filipinas

Events at the Arena Stage
10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION

The Chinese in Our Stories
Yvette Tan & Charlson Ong
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11:30-12:30

13:00-14:00

14:00-15:00

15:00-16:00

16:00-17:00

DISCUSSION
Women's Fiction from the Global South
Cecilia Manguerra Brainard, Jessica Zafra, & Ayu Utami

PRESENTATION
First Books, First Writing Workshop
Patricia May Jurilla & Ian Rosales Casocot

DISCUSSION

Writing Through the Wounds: Filipinos and Palestinian
Literatures in Relational Solidarity

Nikki Carsi Cruz, Dorian Medina, Tarik Hamdan, Atef Abu Saif,
& Genevieve Asenjo

DISCUSSION
Translation is Politics
Roger Friedlein, Annette Hug, & Danton Remoto

DISCUSSION
Fashion, Politics, and the Anti-Colonial Imagination
Stephanie Coo & Filomeno Aguilar Jr.

09:45-10:00

10:00-11:00

11:30-12:30

17 OCTOBER 2025

Events at the Proscenium Stage

PERFORMANCE
Gangsa Music
Akayu

DISCUSSION

War and Peace: Religion and Race

Darwin Absari, Fr. Albert Alejo, S], Lisandro Claudio,
& Kidlat Tahimik

DISCUSSION

Reading is Everyone’s Business
Ani Rosa Almario & Dina Ocampo
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13:00-14:00

14:00-15:00

15:00-16:00

16:00-17:00

17:00-18:00

10:00-11:00
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PERFORMANCE

“Bahay Kubo,” Sitsiritsit Medley, & “Da Coconut Nut”
by Ryan Cayabyab

The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines

PERFORMANCE
Morobeats

DISCUSSION
Animating Zsazsa Zaturnnah
Avid Liongoren

DISCUSSION
Book Launch of Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo
Ambeth Ocampo, Filomeno Aguilar Jr., & Noelle Sy-Quia

PERFORMANCE

“Canto Patriotico de Maria Clara” by Jose Rizal; Music by
J. de S. Hernandez

Bianca Camille Aguilla & Kuwerdas Filipinas

DISCUSSION
Benedict Anderson and Jose Rizal
Patricio N. Abinales & Ambeth Ocampo

DISCUSSION
Graphic Novels: Spiritual and Mythical
Budjette Tan & Jay Ignacio

DISCUSSION

The Films of Mike de Leon: Visuality and Intertextuality
Angelo R. Lacuesta, Nick Deocampo, Patrick Flores,

& Vincent Paul-Boncour

Events at the Arena Stage
DISCUSSION

Very Visual Stories
Corazon Alvina, Angelo R. Lacuesta, & Ian Sta. Maria
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11:30-12:30

13:00-14:00

14:30-15:00

15:00-16:00

16:00-17:00

DISCUSSION
Cartooning the Politics of Everyday
Manix Abrera & Dione Kong

PRESENTATION
Superheroes of World Literature
Annette Hug, Luis Castellvi, Zoé Beck, & Alexandra Rak

PERFORMANCE

“Love’s Secret” by William Blake; translated by Lamberto
Antonio; music by Josefino Toledo

Jonathan Zaens

READING

Poetry for Freedom, Justice, and Peace

Dorian Medina, Renato Evangelista, Ryan Cuatrona,
& Fr. Albert Alejo, ST

PRESENTATION
Philippine Art in the World
Patrick Flores & Miljohn Ruperto

PERFORMANCE
"Hiram" by George Canseco
Damodar Das Castillo

DISCUSSION
Speculative Fiction and AI Narratives
Dean Francis Alfar & Yvette Tan

09:45-10:00

18 OCTOBER 2025

Events at the Proscenium Stage

PERFORMANCE
Rosie Sula & Adat Paranublion Kulintang Ensemble
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10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION
Mindanao History, Politics, and Culture
Patricio N. Abinales, Fr. Albert Alejo, SJ, & Tom McKenna

11:30-12:30 DISCUSSION
Ladlad, the Optics of Gender
Ian Rosales Casocot, Blaise Gacoscos, Chuckberry Pascual,
& Danton Remoto

13:00-13:45 DISCUSSION
Writing Far, Writing Home (1)
Maya Butalid, Deepa Paul, & Marga Ortigas

13:45-14:30 DISCUSSION
Writing Far, Writing Home (2)
Maria Renker, Gene Alcantara, & Ester Tapia

14:30-15:00 PERFORMANCE
The Philippine Madrigal Singers, Song Weavers Philippines,
Jonathan Zaens, & Damodar Das Castillo

15:00-16:00 DISCUSSION
Stories We Build for Our Children
Gigo Alampay, Candy Gourlay, & Mary Ann Ordinario

PERFORMANCE
Medley of Filipino Folk Songs
Justin Texon & Janna Texon

16:00-17:00 DISCUSSION
West Philippine Sea: Ecology and Assertion
Maria Paz Luna, Charlson Ong, & Nicolas Pichay

17:00-18:00 DISCUSSION
Technology for Truth: Reframing Stories—Young
Journalists in Conversation with Nobel Laureate for Peace
Maria Ressa
Maria Ressa, Aurora Almendral, Lisandro Claudio,
& Patricia Evangelista
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18:00-18:30

10:00-11:00

11:30-12:30

13:00-14:00

14:00-15:00

15:00-16:00

16:00-17:00

DISCUSSION

Inscribing Peace: Bangsamoro Peace Agreement to the
UNESCO Memory of the World

Carlo Ebeo, Arvin Villalon, & Reden Ulo

Events at the Arena Stage

DISCUSSION
The Haunting of the Regions
Genevieve Asenjo, lan Rosales Casocot, & Darwin Absari

DISCUSSION
Cordillera and Moro People: Dis/Engagement
Analyn Salvador-Amores & Darwin Absari

PRESENTATION
Delight and Innocence in Filipino Children’s Books
Liza Flores, Beth Parrocha, Danielle Florendo, & Aldy Aguirre

DISCUSSION
Framing Stories: Truth in Art and Film
Manix Abrera & Tanya Yuson

PERFORMANCE
“Gabi ng mga Aswang” by Christi-Ann Castro
Kuwerdas Filipinas

DISCUSSION
Materiality of Mythology
Allan N. Derain, Fr. Andrew Recepcion, & Budjette Tan

DISCUSSION
Rizal and Remembrance
David Guerrero & Noelle Sy-Quia

PERFORMANCE

“Mi Ultimo Adios” by Jose Rizal; music by Ryan Cayabyab
The Philippine Madrigal Singers, Song Weavers Philippines,
Kuwerdas Filipinas, & Akayu
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18:00-18:30 READING
Poetry for Freedom, Justice, and Peace
Ian Rosales Casocot, Nicolas Pichay, & Ned Parfan

18:30-19:00 PERFORMANCE
“Payapang Daigdig” by Felipe P. De Leon
The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines

19 OCTOBER 2025

Events at the Proscenium Stage

09:45-10:00 PERFORMANCE
Adat Paranublion Kulintang Ensemble & Akayu

10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION
The Laji, Tanaga, Ambahan, and Tigsik
Renato Evangelista, Dorian Merina, Fr. Wilmer Tria,
& Fr. Albert Alejo, SJ

PERFORMANCE
T'boli Chant
Rosie Sula

11:30-12:30 DISCUSSION
Women in Arts and Media
Mina Esguerra, Patricia Evangelista, Angel Velasco Shaw,
& Tanya Yuson

PERFORMANCE
“Babae Ka” (by Inang Laya)
The Philippine Madrigal Singers & Song Weavers Philippines

13:00-14:00 PRESENTATION
Traditional Philippine Theater: The Sarsuwela and Komedya
and the Bikol Dotok and Tanggal
Nikki Carsi Cruz & Fr. Andrew Recepcion
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PERFORMANCE

“Anong Sarap” by Leon Ignacio

The Philippine Madrigal Singers, Song Weavers Philippines,
& Kuwerdas Filipinas

14:00-15:00 DISCUSSION
A Creative Crisis: To Engage, or Not to Engage
Russell Molina, Kawayan De Guia, Danielle Florendo,
& Aurora Almendral

PRESENTATION

“Sambayan” by Josefino Chino Toledo

The Philippine Madrigal Singers, Song Weavers Philippines,
Kuwerdas Filipinas, & Akayu

16:00 Handover Ceremony
Events at the Arena Stage

10:00-11:00 DISCUSSION
Fictionalizing Time
Ian Rosales Casocot, Jose Dalisay, & Robin Sebolino

11:30-12:30 PRESENTATION
Philippine Food History and Culture
Guillermo Ramos Jr. & Claude Tayag

13:00-14:00 PRESENTATION
Baybayin: Ancient Philippine Syllabary
Howie Severino

14:00-15:00 DISCUSSION

Philippine-German Connections in Cinema
Nick Deocampo & Ingo Petzke
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The recordings of those events and those of the cultural program
are available for viewing at the Philippines Guest of Honor Frankfurt Book
Fair channel on YouTube or through this link: https://bit.ly/4AwKByGC.

According to Maria Christina A. Pangan-Cagalingan of the NBDB,
since the announcement of the GOH, 178 subsidies for the translation
of over 80 discrete titles have been awarded by the NBDB to publishers
across 43 territories. Of the 37 languages into which the Filipino titles
are translated or will be translated, German, Arabic, and Spanish are the
most popular.

JONATHAN CHUA
jchua@ateneo.edu
Ateneo de Manila University
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