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ALBAY OIC: President Fidel V. Ramos swears in former Senator Victor Ziga as acting governor of Albay during a simple vathtaking ceremony affect
at Malacanang’s Ceremonial Hall last January 24. Also in photo are Presidential Management Staff Chief Leonora Vasquez-de Jesus, Senate
RP’s

“I’rtsuiem Pro Tempore Leticia R. Shahani (1st and 2nd from left, respectively and Ziga’s family. (Malacafiang photo)
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Eadndc
sed areas.

in depres

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
litle better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

o PAdg,

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

& »
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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‘JAPAN’S CALVARY
BACK TO RECOVERY

By ERIC §. GIRON

HE JAPANESE have the resiliency to bounce back from misfortune.
Hiroshima impressed Filipino athletes who participated in the Novem-
ber Asian Games as a beautiful and orderly city which showed no trace
that it was decimated by the first atomic bomb ever dropped by B-29
superfortress Enola Gay on August 16, 1945, which precipitated the end of

World War IL

Nagasaki, which felt the
impact of the second atomic
bomb, and bombed-out To-
kyo are flourishing metropo-
lises loday. Japan's postwar
economy compe'ed with that
of Germany, on the losing
Axis side. Americans ask: who
actually won or lost the war?

But even a country that
prides itself in technology is
helpless against natural disas-
ters. An unprecedented heat
wave this year forced Japan
to impont rice fro the first time
just as El Nifo delayed Phil-
ippine corn harvest, causing
a shortage. A battery of
storms, earthquakes that shook
Japan's northern islands and
tsunamis followed.

The Japanese hoped and
prayed that the Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923 followed
by tidal wave which Killed
95,000 people would never
happen again. Fires razed
Yokohama o the ground. In
Tokyo, 50 miles away from
the earthquake source, fires
simultaneously started in 200
places. In 4R hours, 65 per-
cent of Tokyo had been gut-
Ned.

The bustling Yokohama
port which became a city in
1889 was a mere fishing
village when US Commodore
Matthew Calbraith Perry
forged the commercial trea
ties in 1853 and 1858 that
opened Japan 1o world irade,
After the 1923 temblor,
Yokohama transferred most of
its business to Osaka, called
Venice of Japan, because over
1,000 bridges span a network
ol canals,

Osaka adjomed the old city
of Hyogo, which Kobe ab
sorbed. Thus the industrial
development of the great
Wp;caport, major shipbuilding
cenler ol Kobe accompanied
that of Osaka. Kobe devel-
oped into 4 modern city in
the 1500s under Japan's
ghugun Hideyoshi, who buill
a castle,

Drawn into this Osaka
Kobe industrial complex was
Kyoto, the ancient capital

since 794 when it was called
Uta. It was the center of
Japan's civilization for over
a millennium. The impenal
palace was burned down in
960, again in 1177, due 10
civil disturbances for the next
four centuries. It was restored
to its former grandeur in the
16th century.

Kyoto today manufactures
light electrical equipment,
aircrafl parts, and chemicals.
It is famous for its silk fab-
rics, fine porcelain and lac-
quer ware. But it remains the
classical capital although the
seat of government was trans-
ferred 1o Tokyo in 1869.
Kyoto preserves lreasured
Buddha statues, a five-story
pagoda built in 951, Shinto
and Buddhist temples and
imperial palaces which suf-
fered minor damage from the
7.2 killer quake that hit the
bullseye in the 100-kilome
ter radius of the Kobe-Osaka-
Kyoto industrial complex at
5:46 a.m. Tuesday (January
17).

KOBE GETS BRUNT

Kobe seaport, with its
picturesque homes, pearls
from the Sea of Japan, and
the home of Kobe beefl, was
reduced to blackened ruins,
buckled roads, and whole
blocks laid to waste that
evoked memories of the Big
One in 1923, The latest quake
was the biggest since an n-
tensily 8 tremor killed 1.500
in 1946,

The death wll as of the
last count neared 5,000, Al
least 25,493 were injured and
The
clegant cosmopolitan city of
Kobe regarded as the jewel
of western Japan lay in smok
ing

over 600 were missing.

ruins,
The hub of Japan's land
transportation — the Hanshin
Expressway, Hanyu Railway
and Hanshin Electric Railrouad
where Tokaido and
Shinkansen bullet trains used
to streak through — are now
a mass of wreckage., Water,
clectricity supply and 1ele
phone lines are busted, Osaka

Gas supply to 850,000 homes
was suspended to prevent
fires, depriving consumers of
heat in the wintry cold. Close
to 300,000 of the 1.5 million
residents have lost their homes
and are housed in a gymna-
sium, 350 other shelters or
tents pitched in makeshift
evacuation siles.

The picture of kimono-clad
women feeding a dog againsl
the background of builduags
in shambles focuses the di
lemma of feeding two-thirds
of the survivors when food
and water is sufficient only
for one-third. Damage to
21,000 buildings is placed at
S50 billion and to port infra-
structure, S5 billion.

Japan's quake created
havoc for Asia’'s shipping
companies as container ships,
tankers and other commercial
vessels banned from berthing
al quake-ravaged kobe moved
vessels to Tokyo Bay and
Yokohama. Japan's trading
partners balked at the mount-
ing costs arising from the
disaster even as the Japanese
have yet 10 emerge [rom the
shock of the waorst carthquake
in 70 years. The entire Jap-
anese cconomy has been
floored by such a heavy blow,
MIRACLE SURVIVORS

Rescuers poking into the
Kobe rubble pulled out sev
en elderly women who had
survived being entombed four
days n their collapsed homes
and two-year-old Erica
Hirayama. whose Filipino
mother, Rosemarie Ignalaga,
28, of Hoilo City, and sister
Riri, 3. perished in their
collapsed Hishimomiya apart
ment. Erica’s Japunese lather
Takahashi. 59. took her 1o a
medical center outside Kobe.

Despite  the wish of
Rosemarie’s parents 1o inter
mother and child in [oilo,
Takahashi decided 1o have
them cremated in Japan and
invited the lamily to ly to
Japan at his expense.

Another Filipina, Mana
Eunice Lachica, 33, was the
first known quake victim, She

KOBLE RUINS: Japanese technology helpless.

was separated from her hus-
band when she left a teach-
ing job in Zamboanga Cily
i 1984 1o tutor in English at
the Kobe Business Academy.,
Lachica is due for repatria-
lion.

Olficials say time has run
out for most of the missing
vichms.

A top Japanese newspaper,
the Yomiuri Shumbun, queried
why there were so many
casualties in a country that
prided itself in construction
technology to witlistand strong
seismological shocks. Experts
from quake-prone ltaly pre-
pared to study why reinforced
buildings collapsed under
Tuesday's shock.

Aside [rom sending 25,000
blankets, US President Bill
Clinton ordered a high-level
team to probe into why the
damage was so exlensive,
Chinton spoke at the commem
oration of the 6.8 magnitude
earthquake that hit Northridge,
California last January, kill-
ing 61 persons and causing
$20 billion damage in the Los
Angeles arca. He called for a
moment's for the
Japunese quake victims and
those who died in the recent
Califorma [Moods.

MORE DISASTERS

Japanese children cried as
they surveyed the destruction

silence

of a once vibrant city. Brit-
ain's Prime Minister John
Major was “appalled and
saddened” by the aftermath.
Rains and two aftershocks
measuring 4.2 and 4.5 trig-
gered fears that weakened
buildings might collapse.

But as a semblance of
routine was retuming to Kobe,
a 6.5 carthquake rattled build-
ings and caused widespread
damage in Bogota, Colombia
at 10:06 a.m. Thursday. A
falling wall killed a con
struction workers and injured
another. A moderate temblor
was reported in Turkey,
Quake-prone Kushiro port in
northern Hokkaido island
registered a 6.2 tremor bul
luckily, i1 under the
ocean.

was

A Himalayan snow ava-
lanche killed from 110 o 250
of 400 persons buried on the
Srinagar-Jammu highway in
Kashmir, India Thursday. Five
buses plunged off the wind-
ing road, 5,000 were strand-
ed in vehicles and 400 sought
refuge in two-mile long
Banihar road tunnel for two
days, Then they hiked through
snow to a village.

Floods after wecek-long
rains drowned three youths
and displaced 3,519 lamilies
in Davao del Norte and Davao
Oriental,

On the eve of the Pandacan
fiesta, a boy, 13, and two girls
aged 11 and 18 were charged
to death by fire that gutted
three slum barangays. In
Quezon City, Joseph
Mangahas, 3, burned to death
because his parents Danilo and
Rosanna locked him in when
they left to see a movie. The
fire started from a neighbor’s
house. The Te family of
Jaime, Cynthia and two in-
fants were sleeping in one bed
when a kerosene lamp slart-
ed fire at 12:35 a.m. Jan. 23
in Davao City that charred
them.

PICKING UP PIECES

It seemed as il soldiers,
police, firefighters, workers
and city officials took hold
of a big broom and swepl
fallen masonry and broken
glass shards from Kobe. A
semblance of routine was
retluming as water and food
trucks arrived in convoys
Small restaurants and super-
markets opened in Sanomiya
district,

Electricity had been re
stored to one million of the
1.5 residents. Taps in coastal
arcas began gushing water.
Garbage trucks were on the
streets, Demolition work was
everywhere. Construction
workers drove the first wooden

(Next page, please)
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piles in central Kobe [or 2,000
prefabricated homes. Residents
were covering holes of damaged
foofs with blue plastic sheets
to keep out the rain,

It might take three years to
repair the severe railroad dam-
ape. But Shinkansen bullet trains
were back on track between
Osaka and Tokyo. Al the
Nishinomiya-Kitaguchi terminal
halfway between Kobe and
Osaka, 250,000 people disem-
barked from trains. Airline
companies offered flights to the
major cities.

The Bank of Japan transact-
ing business even while most
of Kobe was still paralyzed and
the reopening of half of the 650
schools Monday make experts
oplimistic that the Japanese
economy can absorb the $100
million rebuilding cost

But the trauma of another Big
One still hovers over prosirate
Japan. Not even the Philippines
can discount the possibilily of
a Big Equalizer like that of July
16, 1990 in which at |east 1,600
human lives were losl.

(L 21
ARAB JUSTICE

Remember those three [Fili
pinos who held hostage the wile
of Saudi Arabian banker
Youssef al-Rahji, their infant
son, a Filipino maid. Indone-
sian chauffeur at their Malik
Fahad quarter villa in Riyad lor
a $10 million ransom and a
getaway helicopter?

The hoslage-takers killed the
maid and the driver. Mrs. Rahji
had a knife at her throal and
the baby had stab wounds.
Another two-year-old son was
not harmed. The trio would not
surrender even when Philippine
officials interceded.

When Saudi police stormed
the home, the baby was dead
and Mrs. Rahji had (o be hos-
pitalized from knife wounds.
Snatcher Michael Velasco was
shot dead. The two others, Floyd
Salabao. 31, and Rogelio de
Leun were wounded and taken
to a hospital. Their lookout,
Franklin Francisco, was arrest-
ed by the police.

Riyadh was buzzing with the

incident when Consul Anacleto
Lacanilao 11 went to the ar
port to atrmail a precious sword
gifted by King Fahd to Presi
dent Fidel Ramos. e wis
shoved and Kicked in front ol
his two young sons. Saudi au-
thorities have ignored the pro
test letter which Foreign See
Roberto Romulo said he had
sent

On the other hand, the (wo
Iiilipino hostage-takers and their
lookout have been beheaded.
The Shara or Islamic law court
decreed that the severed heads
of Salabao and de Leon be dis-
played on poles.

So much for President
Ramos’ boast that he spreads
goodwill in his foreign trips at
governmen! expense.

LA R 2]
NO PESO CRISIS

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Gov. lidgardo Zialcita refuted
the warning of the lleng Kong-
based Philippine Research Cen-
ter that the strong peso has en-
couraged large imports but
slowed down exports which is
creating a wide gap in the
balance of payments deficit. The
BSP policy is to leave the
exchange rale to market forc
e

lTowever, PRC Executive
Director Victor Abola
overvalued currency causcd the
collapse of Mexico's economy.
He said the government has to
make small exchange adjusi-
ments soon or the trade deficit
will force harsh devaluahon. The
only positive elfect of a strong
peso is inflation slowdown by
1.3% for every one-peso appre-
ciation. But with a P25:81 ex-
change rate, the government has
lost P16 billion in tax revenue,
Abola said.

Exports have dropped 13.5%
in November compared to Oc-
tober exports. The 3.4% decline
compared 10 the November 1993
figure was the first since March
1993, But the BSP described the
situation lar from shaky

Foreign investments surged
to $1.09 billion or 149% over
the $439 million in 1993, Steady
investments inflow turped

said

around the balince of payments
from $842 million dencit in
1993 10 8971 million surplus in
1994, This would have resull-
ed in a net gain. But because
impons were oufstripping the ex-
ports, the current account
chalked up a $2.2 billion del-
icil.

Philippine officials said the
Tequila Syndrome (Mexican
crisis) is a remote possibility
because Philippine economy is
fundamentally sound. The trade
imbalance is being offset by
larger forcign investmenl inflow
and workers' remittances.

Unlike Mexico, the Philip-
pines does not rely too much
on short-term capital, sad US
investment banker JI* Morgan
Mexico's shon-term debts ac-
counted for 40% of its external
debts. The RP short-term debts
are only 20% of its foreign
liabilities. While Mexico's lor-
cign reserves were rapidly de-
pleted, the Philippines is awash
with dollars, maintaining a gross
international reserve of §7 bil-
lion at least for the past year

The slackening loans inflow,
down by 36% to S837 million,
wias made up lor by portiolio
capital which rose from S1.5
billion tn 1993 10 $2.17 hillion
in 1994, This 1s 41 9% in short-
term stock market, T-bills and
notes placements

The “red marks™ in the world
trading book ol accounts showed
a $2.2 billion deficit in exports
as compared with imports
Current account deficits project-
ed at $4.7 billion for 1995 (6%
of Gross National Product) will
rise to S8 billion (8% of GNP)
in 1997, approximating Mexi
¢o's 8% currenl account deficil
of GNP

The expons decline made
Abola doubt the NEDA's esti-
mate of 19% expont growth in
1994 and 17% in 1995, A CRC
study expects export slowdown
with appreciation. e
averred a weaker pesa of P27
or I"28 10 $1 will ht‘.lp correct
current accounl imbalince and
boost exports. The elfect ol
exchange rate changes will be
felt only after seven months,

peso

Abola said.

Not all foreign cxchange
inflows are cqual, he said.
“Some require repayment while
others do not. Foreign loans
entail expense and amortization,
while foreign invesimenls re-
quire profit remittances and
capital repatriation.”

A $1.05 billion inflow in the
“errors and omissions” column
actually represents [unds com-
ing [rom unofficial channels or
simply the result of “double
counting” or accounling error
by BSP cconomists.

LLE S 2
SURPRISE PLOY?
What is President Ramos’

ploy in delaying his choice of
a Commission on Elections
chairman? Is he going to spring
a controversial choice with the
May election hardly three
months away like Com-
missioners Manuel Gorospe and
Graduacion Claravall who were
rejected five tmes but finally
passed after 13 months?

Christian Monsod was riled
that his suggestion that the
President indicate his choice of
a Comelee chairman before he
retires on lebruary 15 was
misconstrued or twisted Lo mean
he suggested an appointment
before he had vacated the seat.
[le cited the military where
successors are made known
before an incumbent completes
his term so that they can “hit
the ground running™ by prepar-
ing themselves beforehand.

The best choice would be
Haydee Yorac, who was acling
Comelec chairwoman belore
Monsod's appointment. She has
proven her inlegrity, Kkeen
knowledge of law, and is un-
compromising in matters that
require firmness. Others nom-
inate Regalado Maambong, and
lately, lawyer Adoll Azcuna.

Monsod’s retiremenl in an
clection year is like swapping
horses in midstream because his
successor will be an ad interim
appointment. Congress is ad-
journing in mid-February. The
Commission on Appointments
can confirm or reject him only
in the future. If the President

Tagig cop cited

AN OPERATIVE of the Tagig Police was recently award-
ed a Certificate of Commendation for “displaying unusual
dedication and devotion to duty,”

Nicomedes Bustillo of the Intelligence and Narcolics
Unit was cited for the arrest ol a drug pusher, recovery
of cash money and confiscation of shabu and parapher-
nalia during a buy-bust operation conducted in Bagumbayan,
a barangay ol Tagig, Metro Manila,

Bustillo is a resident of Barangay Westemn Bicutan.

does not appoint a chairman
upon Monsod's retirement, the
commissioners will designate an
acting chairman among them-
selves as the Supreme Court
ruled in Brillantes vs. Yorac
casc.

SHORT RATIONS

Dirty tricks — The dinty
tricks department is back to
make life miserable for candi-
dates Cavite Gov. Juanito
Remulla and llocos Sur Gov.
Luis (Chavit) Singson, whom
President Fidel Ramos frowns
upon

Remulla incurred the Pres-
ident's displeasure when he left
for a medical checkup in the
US during the 1992 polls with-
out Malacanian permit. Since he
did not violate the anti-graft law,
he cannot be suspended but will
be reprimanded instead. Mr.
Ramos and other Lakas officials
favor NBI Director Epimaco
Velasco although Remulla has
been chosen as the coalilion bet.

Singson’s suspension of
Narvacan Mayor Edgardo
Zaragoza for abuse of author-
ity was overruled by the Office
of the President, claiming it was
served only three days alter the
mayor was notified. But the
provincial board sent a
handcarried letter (o the mayor
Dec. 15 asking him lo answer
in 15 days. He refused to ac-
knowledge receipt of the notice,
but the court threw oui his
protest, Does this indicate
Malacanan does not suppon
Singson as the Lakas-Laban
coalition candidate?

No looting — All aboard
the Consunji construction heli-
copter that crashed into a for-
ested mountain of Sibuyan,
Romblon Sunday because of
poor visibility died. Contrary lo
reports that victims Agustin
Consunji (pilot), Bryan Santos,
Ric Adeya and Greg Viernez
were looted of personal effects,
their wallets, partly burned
P10,000 cash, P50,000 and
P10,000 checks were found with
foreign currency, gold rings and
bracelets. The bodies were
embalmed and wrapped in plas-
tic bags when airlifted 1o Ma-
nila.

Fishers' capture ques-
tioned — The Philippine Navy
is looking into the story of
skipper Joefel Alipustain of the
/B Analita of Balayan,
Batangas that Chinese sailors
had detained for one week his
men on Mischief Shoal of the
disputed Spratlys but were re-
leased January 17 with a warn-
ing nolt to tell anyone of their
presence. Navy Captain Eduardo
Ma. Santos wanted to contact
Alipustain because there is no
way a base can be established
on the shoal which is submerged
during high tide.

He said the Chinese could
have been in a fishing boat. Ie
was wondering why the incident
was nol reported to the Coasl
Guard at Puerto Princesa,
Palawan instead of the Batangas
Coasit Guard. The Spratlys are
being claimed by China, Tai-
wan, Vietnam, Malaysia and
Brunei

ANTONIO K, PELAYO and

MA. LIWAYWAY G
versus

H & E REALTY CO., INC,,

X

PELAYO,
Morigagee/s,

Mortgager/s

1994, execuled by H & E REALTY CO,, INC

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

Makatl, Metro Manlia

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

EXTRA JUDICIAL

ESTATE

MORTGAGE UNDER ACT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

FORECLOSURE OF REAL
3135, as

amended by ACT 4118.

X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage under date ol February 24,
rep. by VP/Mreasurer EDITHA C. ERORITA,

and for cash, in Philippine currency the following described real property/ies, with all its improve-

ments, o wit.

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO

*A parcel of land (Lot 13, Block 2 of the cons. subd. plan (LRC) Pcs-04-001078, being a portion

of the cons. of Lot 1 (LRC) Pcs-19369, and Lot 4225-A-1 (LRC) Psd-268138, L.R.C, Rec. Nos.

N-25832, & N-42878), situated in the Bo ol La Huerta, Municipality of Parafaque, Metro Manila.

x x x x Containing an area of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY EIGHT (288) SQUARE METERS."

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO

“A parcel of land (Lot 12, Biock 2 of the cons. subd, plan Pcs-04-001078, being a portion

(LRC) Pcs-19968 and Lot 4225-A. (LRC) Psd-268138, LRC Rec. Nos. N-

25892 and N-42878), situated in the Barrio of La Huerta, Municipality ot Parafaque, Metro Manila.
x x x Containing an area of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY SIX (256) SQUARE METERS."

of the cons. of Lot 1

Prospective buyers and/or

bidders are
the title/s to the said real property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be
Makatl, Metro Manila, December 26,

hereby enjoined

1994

ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR.
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff

(64266) 8390

(64265) B39

investigate lor themselves

mortgagor/s, in favor of ANTONIO K. PELAYO AND MA. LIWAYWAY G. PELAYO, morlgagee/
s, lo satisfy the mortgage debt in the amount of P500,000.00== PESOS, In Philippine currency,
which as of November 30, 1994, with interest, penally, attorney's tees and other charges together
with all lawlul lees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial
Court of Makatl, Metro Manila, hereby announces that on Feb 8, 1995 at 10,00 o'clock in the
morning or soon thereafter, In front of the Main Entrance ol the Municipal Bullding of PARANAQUE,
Metro Manila, he or any of his lawtul sheriffs, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder

EDILBERTO C. DE CASTRO
Sherilt Incharge

Copy lurnished: All concerned

WE FORUM
January 13, 20 & 27, 1995

.




[ JAN. 27-FEB. 2, 1995

We Forum SJ

«<JP II, WE LOVE YOUY

It was a phenomenal
5-day visit and

Pope John Paul 11
could not help but
be overwhelmed by
the Filipinos’ outpouring
oof love and religious
devotion.

The papal visit
rubbed _on practically
everybody, even the
criminal elements, as

peace and non-violence

—

reigned all through
the week.

PHENOMENAL CROWD: Only in the Philippines

it i

PAPAL BLESSING: With Cardinal Sin.

FACE IN THE CROWD: Solemn.

- |

L

VIVA 1L PAPA!
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Sorry, help not wanted

r I Y HERE were reports last week that Jose de Venecia, the head honcho of
the low house, floated a proposal to send between 10,000 to 20,000 skilled
Filipino workers to Japan to help in the massive reconstruction of Kobe.

The coastal city was practically destrbyed by an earthquake of 7.2 intensity,

Killing about 6,000 with hundreds more injured.

De Venecia cannot seem to take a hint. The Japanese government had
spurned an earlier offer by this country’s president, Fidel Rumos, to field a 50-
man contingency team to assist in rehabilitating Kobe. Without saying so, Tokyo
knows it will only compound Kobe's woes to allow the entry of 20,000 Pinoys,
a good number of whom will doubtless disappear to further aggravate the problems

' of criminality and illegal entrants in that country.

Still fresh in the Asian mind was the performance of our 150-man peace-
keeping force in Cambodia about two years ago. Instead of doing their job,
members of the group sallied into the ﬁrotection racket, buy-and-sell and smug-

gling, the moment their feet touched Cambodian soil. Flushed with success, they
even brought home with them, after their year-long stint, the latest in long arms
and hand guns, which their stupid commander tried to justify as “souvenirs.”

And now de Venecia is thinking of sending up to 20,000 Filipinos to Japan,
a global economic power beside which Cambodia looks like a basket case, like
the Philippines. A horde of local politicians, like locusts, might as well descend
on Kobe, with de Venecia lighting the way since the city has no electricity yet.
And in the dark, the possibilities open for the imaginative congressmen are practically
limitless. For Japan is very, very rich,

How this idea came to percolate in anybody’s mind is a mystery that usually
occurs when one gets elected to congress. Once he gets there, he believes he has
a right to think, even if he had to fracture his brain in the process. That’s why
the most outlandish laws are enacted in that house.

So perish the thought and spare us the humiliation, guy, before your brainstorm
earns us another rebuff from the Japanese, like, so sorry, Piripinos not wanted.
Senate not hopeless yet

NLIKE its low house counterpart, the senate does not seem at this time

l I to be a lost cause. According to Joey Lina, the chamber has categorically

rejected House Bill No. 5141 which created a sixth district for Leyte.

A senate panel tasked to review measures approved by the low house has strong-

ly recommended that said bill be junked by not introducing it on the floor for
deliberations.

The senate decision is statesman-like, a decision most citizens would expect
from that chamber which used to be graced by towering figures in Philippine
politics. The house-sponsored bill is a product of opportunism bordering on the
obscene. It seeks to create a sixth district for the small province of Leyte so that
the fifth district’s representative, scared of Marcosa’s shadow, will not have to
contend with her in the coming elections. If the brainstorm pushes through, as
it did in de Venecia’s house, the people of Leyte by May will see how the virtue
of gerrymandering, a specialty of congressmen, uplift their living standards.
They will have six representatives to pave their way to heaven. And Marcosa
has not announced her candidacy yet. She’s keeping the peasants in suspended
animation while waiting for the word.

House Bill No. 5141 is only one reason why de Venecia's stock continues
to plummet in the people’s estimation. As speaker, he could have thumbed down
the proposal the moment it was presented on the floor as a matter of duty and
responsibility. He knew that it was outright, an abomination designed to accom-
modate the most contemptible creatures this nation ever produced.

He must be paying a debt of gratitude for Landoil.

Some good news

O BALANCE the bad, there were some good news last week, notable

among which was the United States Supreme Court decision upholding

a $1.2 billion award to victims of martial law and freezing the estate of
Marcos for this purpose. This is a promjsing prelude to eventual victory by the
more than 10,000 victims of the dictatorship who suffered the trauma of physical
and mental torture. They may yet turn out to be far luckier than the many who
disappeared. We recall a young man who was picked up by the security guards
of a Marcos daughter, never to be seen again. His crime? He dared to question
her.

The US high court knows how to redress an imbalance in justice. Remem-
ber the ignoramuses who acquitted Marcosa five years ago?

Taese "DocTors" FRoM THe
PHIL PPINES ... I'VE S€EN
THEIR FAcES CETORE ! WERE
Tne4 THE TAKE ATHLETES
WHO CAME LAST MEAR ?
No, N0 ! THEY WERE THE
FAKE REPORTERS, OR ---

NATURE VS
TECHNOLOGY

REPUTATION painstakingly built in years
can casily be shattered to pieces in a matter
of seconds. This is what happened to Japan.

Much has been written about how Japan
rose to be, not only as an economic super-
power after World War II but also a major
source of new technology and information.

After the earthquake that hit Japan last
January 17, serious doubts about Japan's
*claims’' at having developed technology that
would make buildings and structures ‘earth-
quake proof’ have been raised.

The superiority therefore of Japanese prod-
ucls, i.e. to the mind of the Filipino consum-
er, particularly, of machines and appliances,
enjoyed before the quake is no longer the
same. An exchange overheard yesterday at
a department store typifies this doubt,

Consumer A “Huwag yan. Made in Japan
yan." ( Don’t consider that. That is made in
Japan)

Consumer B “Bakit naman?" (why not?)

Consumer A “Baka isang yugyug lang
bumagsak na iyan."” (it might crumble at one
shake)

But more than this dent on the credibility
and reliability of Japan's supposedly superi-
or knowledge, is the undisputable truth that
nature emerges as the winner whenever pit-
ted against technology. Or that we don't stand
a chance against the wrath of
nature...lechnology or not.

Japan has spent billions of yen to be able

to predict earthquakes and indeed there are
around 200 seismographs throughout the coun-
try. Prediction would hopefully allow for the
evacuation of people to safe places, unfor-
tunately, even the big quakes have not reg-
istered and consequently, lives were lost.

The futility of the dikes built against the
lahar floods in the Pinatubo case, the help-
lessness against tomados in the US, and now
the earthquake in Japan ... all these should
serve as a lesson. It would help to heed
Wordsworth who said,

“He, too, is no mean preacher:

Come forth into the light of things,

Let Nature be your teacher.”

But consider this ... while the center of
the Kobe has been converted into piles of
rubble there were areas that remained un-
touched by the quake. No explanation was
available from the experts why this was so.

Why an elderly woman, a small child...who
by man's standards are wecaker and more
vulnerable, were the ones who survived under
their collapsed residences is another question
that can not be answered by man,

(Page 8, please)
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Fire, water and unlegal paltiks

IN MY CORNER...

‘by RAUL M. GONZALEZ

Revival of faith?

ACCORDING 10 a noted gynccologist
and researcher in San Francisco — Dr. David
Chamberlain, a fetus inside a mother’s womb
is already “aware of the outside world™ and
“can think and respond.”™ Dr. Chamberlain
has cited impeccable records and confirmed
by many other researches in the same field
that, indeed fetuses respond to their moth-
ers in many ways. Which means. simply
that a fetus has human life and personality
inside the mother’'s womb. Which means
that when one aborts, he or she is guilty of
parricide or murder. Consequently. I have
no doubt in my mind that the Catholic Church
is 100% correct in Her stand against abor-
tion and other forms of contraception which
goes against nature.

LE L ]

The City Council of Angeles City has
approved an ordinance banning all mov-
ies of Robin Padilla from being exhibited
in any movie house in that city. I have
also received information that Mayor Fred
Lim of Manila insists in banning all Robin
Padilla and Ruffa Gutierez’s movies. There
is yet no Manila ordinance to speak about
but I have it on very good authority that
His Honor has been calling theater own-
ers in Manila, asking them to cooperate
in banning the Padilla and Ruffa films.
Many theater owners have told me they
think the request is *“‘unreasonable” but
they also know they cannot fight City Hall.

LA 22 L

Tidbits only. I wonder why many areas
in Metro-Manila are still ablaze with Christ-
mas lights being displayed by various LGUs.
I think these displays are already irrelevani
with the Christmas season already over,
Besides it is a waste of electricity. Inci-
dentally, we still occasionally experience
brown-outs these days. Just last January 19,
we experienced more than one hour of power
outage in our area in Pasig and environs.

MWW

His Holiness Pope John Paul II must
have been filled with extreme joy in the
way the Filipino people displayed their
love and afTection for him. I have no doubt
that the affectionate display by the mil-
lions of our countrymen was most genu-
ine feeling which we have not seen is-
played or expressed in most of our lives.
Of course we can only hope and pray that
the faith rekindled during the 5 days of
the Papal visit was not meant to last only
while His Holiness was here but will remain
in our hearts and minds for a long, long
time. With a world filled with calamities

WE HAD a fire in our village the other
night, and from what I heard, there werce
two kinds of firefighters about. Onc sort
immediately poked about. sniffing assidu-
ously hunting dog-style, to see if there was
anything of crass salvageable value lying
around.

"he other kind of fireman proved self-
less, “above all thought of worldly goods
or of material gain,” like prospective un-
qualified candidates on the still uncomplet-
ed Lakas-LDP senatorial slate. They clam-
"bered over burning timbers and hosed away
for all they were worth. Afterwards, onc
suspeets, they dropped hints to the victims
and to those whose houses were saved aboul
the difficulty of making ends meet on an
ordinary flirefighter's salary.

| don’t know if money changed hands.
and frankly that is not the point of this story.
The point | want to make is that [ remem-
bered my early réporting days on the Manila
Daily Bulletin when, along about the end
of February, or about the first day of Muarch,
my news editor Felix G. Gonzalez asked
me to do a thousand words on the subject
of "Fire Prevention Week."”

I wrote (or rewrote) these stories with
fecling for more than ten years, The results
were invariably the same. Within 24 hours,
some even before my Fire Prevention picce
came off the presses, at least one, some-
times two fires, broke out in Metro Manila,
One time we had three fires break out within
24 hours of the launching first day of the
week that was to have prevented fire.

All of which makes my grandson Repi
wonder: What if candidates for any public
position were to stand up on a platform and
bellow, “I promise to rob the treasury if
elected.” Would that candidate do the op-
posite, and enrich his government treasury
instead of robbing it blind? My grandson
thought that over and said: “Not a chance.
He'd do exactly what he promised.”

Moving now from fire to water, it is

— npatural and manmade, a return to
prayers and spirituality and less mate-
rialism and corruption in our souls could
bring lasting peace in our fair land.

In connection with the Papal visit, I
single out our security forces for a job
exceedingly well done. For once our men
in uniform deserve the kudos of the nation
for having protected His Holiness and have
proven to the whole world that our secu-
rity forces when properly motivated and
given a sense of responsibility can prove
themselves more than equal to the tasks.
To our PNP, military and other security
forces, congralulations!

LR L

Secretary Franklin Drilon has resigned
to run for senator. He should be commend-
ed for a sense of delicadeza in resigning
‘without waiting for the deadline 1o file his
certificate of candidacy. Il Juan Flavier is
running, what is he waiting for? About time
to resign, 1oo, isn't it, Secretary Flavier?

Speaking ol Franklin Drilon, as an llongo

interesting to note that the 50 percent slash
in Metro Manila water supplies announced
1o have started the other day actually begun
much earlier than that. In fact, certain non-
politically motivated people from Quezon
City, Pandacan, Santa Ana and yes, popu-
lous Tondo, claim they have been getting
by on less than that. And with the coming
of the hot summer season. office-goers and
ordinary people worry that apart from lack-
ing water for their essential needs, they will
be forced to buy expensive deodorants to
mask the scent and spices coming from their
underarms.

One of the solutions proposed has been
to privatize the water supply system. Turn
over Nawasa to the seven formidable taipans,
to the PCCI, the Magnus Dei and/or to all
the big entities and corporations from whom
we ordinary people have been renting the
Philippines. The argument is advanced that
even if the price of water should rise to the
level of warm beer or tepid cola drinks, it
will at least be available, even if the new
owners have to tow a couple of icebergs
from Antarctica to backstop their build-
operate-refrigerate water supplies. I don’t
know. Like most people who almost fin-
ished college, I believe in the efficiency
and the sincerity of the private sector. but
— here's the rub — efficiency always costs
money. If they can start by collecting all of
the water agency’s past due bills, and if
théy can plug all the leaks which throw away
60 percent of the water that flows into Metro
Manila pipelines, they (or anyone else
engaged) can solve the crisis pronto.

Such a simplistic remedy is of course
casier said than done, In government, it is
always casier o borrow billions of pesos,
build brand new pipelines, dams and tap
new water sources, than 1o do serious repair
and maintenance work on your existing water
system. There's no graft — oops, I mean
money — in repairing and maintaining. But
there is a low of money in reinventing the

I should support him because for quite a
long time already. we have no llongo in the
senate. Of course my support for Drilon is
premised on his not taking sides in the
congressional contest in the city of lloilo.
But whatever it be, we wish Franklin well
in his senate bid.

By the way is it true that Court of
Appeals Presiding Justice Nat de Pano —
my compadre, was passed over for the
latest Supreme Court vacancy because
Malacaiang was unhappy about that CA
decision in favor of Lucio Tan in the BIR
case? At any rate the choice by FVR of
Justice Ricardo Francisco, also my good
friend is well taken. Carding Francisco is
an erudite jurist and an illustrious son of
an illustrious father — the late Don Vicente
Francisco. The various law books which
Justice Ricardo Francisco has authored
all attest to his competence and erudition
in the field of law. His appointment to the
Supreme Court is very well deserved.

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANGCO

wheel.

Finally, let’s look at President Ramos
recent order calling for the closure of all
“paltik™ (home-made) firearms factories.
These guns, made by hand and looking very
much like the originals made in the USA,
in France, Belgium and other arms centers,
find a ready market in the Japanese Yakuza
and among criminal elements, who won't
want to leave ballistic fingerprints on their
weaponry. For centuries, such “paltiks™ have
been made all over Luzon, the Visayas and
Mindanao. In my part of Rizal province, I
know old farmers who used to make .20
gauge long stock pistols, which they used
to shoot wild boar and mad dogs at pointblank
range. Generally, they used rusty old g.i.
pipes for their barrels of their guns. Some-
times they would blow off a finger or a
hand, but that was considered par for the
course.

Today's “paltiks” are of course sophis-
ticated. They are like the tough new anti-
biotics made by foreign multinations: if they
don't cure your discase, they give you a
new one. Or they areike the anli allergens
which allergy specialists use by the dozens
of brands to cure simple allergies. Some-
times you can even wake up after taking
them,

So what to do with the banned “paltiks?”
This has been said before but we'll say it
again. Maybe the makers can be convinced
to rent space inside the dozens of export
processing zones that the Ramos govern-
ment has been erecting since it came into
office. We could maybe furnish them their
raw malterials. And since the government is
a lousy exporter of export goods, we could
ask solid businessmen (o export them. What
kind of solid businessmen? Why, those
businessmen “solid” with the global under-
world, of course.

Edita BURGOS ... (From page 7)

Nature can provide the answer...maybe
it is not by conquering it or being able to
predict nature that lessons can be learned...

The acceptance of a higher order...of man’s
dependence on that order...and of man’s being
able to humble himselfl in the face of this
truth.

Accepting his helplessness and yet using
this helplessness to help himself by seeking
aid from Him who is above this order. And
how may He speak to us in a way we can
understand?

Again [ say look to nature as Wordsworth
did.

“On impulse from a vernal wood

May teach you more of man,

Of moral evil and of good,

Than all the sages can.”
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Society fears leshianism, a_fear that is reflected in_media

*No room for lesbians In male-centered world

By PERLA ARAGON-CHOUDHURY

ANILA — Female homosexuality is often referred to as lesbianisim,
from the Aegean island of Lesbos where the poct Sappho was leader
of a group of women.
Yet from such noble beginnings, the lesbians of today have become media’s

most invisible women, said Sally Cloninger at

a workshop of the International

Association of Women in Radio and Television (IAWRT).

This intenational group of
professional women
programme-makers from the
broadcast and electronic media
industry was established in
1951.

It meets every (wo years
to discuss the status of wom-
en in the communication [icld
and to focus altention on
themes and worldwide phe-
nomena affecting its members
as media practitioners and as
women.

Its 26th conference held
last December in Manila wis
the first in Asia. Its theme,
“Women, Media and the
Changing Role of the Family
in the 21st Century,” 1s ap-
propriate for 1994, the Unit-
ed Nations Year ol the Fam-
ily. The sub-theme "Media
and Violence Against Wom-
en" underscores the power of
the media to influence behav-
ior and reinforce social trends.

The last workshop of the
conference focused on the
exclusion of lesbians from
mainstream media — an
omission that denies the re
ality of lesbians being present
in society, working within if,
and al times stirring contro
versy by founding a family
of their own.

In the Philippines, the
hierarchy of the Catholic
Church had alleged that the
draft Programme of Action ol
the recent International Con
ference on Population and
Development (ICPD) gives
equal recognition lo gay/les-
bian unions and heterosexual
relationships — a charge
which was refuted by a less
prejudiced reading ol the
Cairo documenl.

This fear of homosexual-
ity is reflected in the media,
“Networks hardly screen any
malierial on
cause ol

lesbianism be
adver-
tisements,” said Ms. Clonmgetr
who is a1 media activist, ed

the loss ol

ucator and independent pro
ducer,

I{f they do, she added,
networks do the airing cither
carly in the day or late al
night, what with 70 percent
of parents fearing that thew
children will
“wrong" values.

“Television is basically
desexed,” said Ms, Cloninger,

imbibe the

“with no erotic or physical
content because, (O munntam
a male-centgred reality. we
have to exclude lesbians from
the scheme ol things.”

But media must portray
humane, equitable and Lur
reality that will contribuie 1o
a more equitable world and
benefit everyone ncluding
homosexuls

Ms. Cloninger believes that
increasingly, there is i need
s Asta
PPacilic TR
(Happy). Pratibha Parniars
acclaimed documentary which
was shown at the TAWRT
workshop. triaces leshianism

o give Issie. an

perspechve

in India 1o pre-colomal times
Bul. it shows, homosexuality
in South Asti now
variety of problems alter
British soldiers tned 1o ey
punge it by destroying erotic
temple art in Orissa and oth
¢r states.

The workshop also estab
lished that Indonesian culture
had allowed homosexualily
but
ism with drugs. criminals and

[neces @

now associates leshian
prostitution. Because ol the
imposition ol Viclorian mo
rality by the Dutch
colontalists, members ol the
high caste in Java
prompted to dissociate them

were

selves from homosexual prac
hces.

In keeping with this so
cial norm, Indonesian tiims
use scenes of lesbianism 1o
spice up things — rather hike
the monosodium glutamale
(MSG) that enhances the [
vor of Asian dishes

In Filipino [ilims, feshian
ism is generally shown as
something warranted by i
cumstances rather than as
psychological need, says Hilm
eritic Agusiin Sotio, a4 pro
fessor of the University of the
Philippines College ol Muss
Communication.

He explains ub an e
view: “Lesbianism becomes
a crossover in gender that is
very innocuous because in due
time, love can transform the
tomboy... alter she meets her
match...”

In carly |"|.1|'|1|m! Iilms the
“lesbian™ is really a woman
at heart. Kaaway ng Babae
(A Woman's Enemy), 1947,
the lead female star is forced

by et Tathier 1o dress like @
man so s lo proteet her from
and recently
owner ol the

the pn'-i.:tnr_\
plred an thiae
psland they
And an Jack and Jill
(19343, the Temale
donned o drver’s unilorm as

live .
lead
e takes the role of Tanly

lrom
Pather, her brother bemg el

bread winen an ahing
leminate

‘In most cases lesbian
charcters have supporting
Solto

leshians rape

roles,” says erilic

In one Hilm
4 woman and i oanother, the
policewoniin w ho was a sup
portmg character was g les
bian, These mstances show
losy pinstrewdin medi recon
(e domumant values and even
carrcatures them 1o the dis
adyvantape ol leshiamsim. Ms
Cloninger pointed out

“This negative portraval
can only diwmage and hurt
evervone in society,” said
Filipino- Amencan Kimberly
Compoc. one-time commmty
worker based in San Fran
CIsC0,

She was very empliahic in
“"We want

liberation struggle 1o be tak

her \'it‘\\.'\_ out
en scriously. Lesbians are
pecople who deserve then
rights marriages (o be
recognized, acceplance as
parents and teachers in every
level ol society as owellas
an accurale portrayal inome-
dia.>

The problem is nvisibil
ity. “Some ol us are domng
something aboul 1t i pract
cal and political terms,” Ms
Cloninger relerred to media
pracutioners who have used
'V and video Lo set things
II:\’||1.

In Khush, Pratibha Parmar
presents South Asian gays and
lesbians who have taken the
courageous step of naming
themselves and alfirming the
strength derived from “sex and
solidarity.” Her work has been
aired on mainstream Channel
{ in Great Britain as well as
in Ll festivals

In San
Asian-American
homosexuals are cducating

An

group ol

Francisco,

people by showing Cutsleeve
on alternative media outlets
and in Nilm festivals. In this
video, Americans of Japanese,

Chinese and Filipino extraic
tion recall the fears they had
faced i coming out”™ and the
lack ol at
trom the people important to

suppaort (1}

them.
From each other they have
pamed strengths “There's a
reasan i us bemg together.”
says one. “Lesbunism s
joylul,” says another.
Others are making leshy
ans visible through a non
profit  oftstream  weekly
programme shown on public
aceess television. Dyke TV
leatures straght news on, lor
leshian

mstance, |l.iJ'L’l'I[\

suceessiully ¢hallengimg child
adoption well as
[eatures on arts, sports and

]:l“'\ s

such items

“We sumply have to have
more diverse images in the
media,” pointed out Ms,
Cloninger in an interview with
Depthnews. “To make gays
and lesbians visible, we must
sensitize others by being
systematic in giving informa-
tion on subjects other than

lesbuanism.”

It is signilicant that con-
ference organizers had diffi-
culty finding a sponsor for

the workshop, Finally it was
Mowellund, a welfare orga-
nization for workers in the
Philippine film industry, that
picked up the tab, said Con-
ference co-chair and IAWRT
board member Anna Leah
Sarabia,

An encouraging nole is that
Ms. Cloninger, who was the
workshop facilitator, was
sponsored in her conference
participation by the college
where she tecaches — seem-
ingly a recognition of the
importance of the issue she
is espousing. (Depthnews
Asia)

CORPORATION

vaersus

AND CARMINA C RIVERA

X

Mun. of Parafaque
Lot 1|

DECIMETERS (7B.75)

Copy lurnished

Metro Manila

WE FORUM
January 13, 20 & 27, 1995

Republic of the Phllippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

Makatl, Metro Manlla

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANKING
LTD. STAFF
RETIREMENT PLAN (*HSBC

Mortgagee

SHE)

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as
amended by ACT 4118

SPOUSES JOSE JOEVEL RIVERA

Mortgagors

X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

1y <

1893 executed by Spouses JO

in the morning or soon thereatter

on the NW., aleng line 2
4 by Lot 1-B (LRC) Psd-17624¢

Sps. Jose Joevel Rivera & Carmina C Rivera
Ally. Julius N. Raboca, 4th Floor Valderrama Bldg,

PURSUANT to the terms of thes Deed of Real Estate Mortgage under date of October 5y
SE JOEVEL RIVERA and CARMINA C. RIVERA, mortgagors,
i tavor of HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANKING CORPORATION LTD, STAFF RETIRE-
MENT PLAN (*HSBC SRP”), mortgagee, to satisfy the mortgage debt in the amount ol P558,436.50
PESOS, in Philippine currency, with interests, penalty, attorney's fees and other charges lo-
gether with all lawful tees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the Ex-Officio Shenft of the Regional
Trial Court ol Makat, Metro Manila, hereby announces that on Feb, 10, 1995 at 10:00 o'clock
in tront of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Building of
PARANACQUE METRO MANILA he or any of his lawful sheriffs, will sell at public auction to
the hignest bidder and for cash. in Philippine currency the following described real property/
s, with all its improvements, to wil
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 72596

‘A parcel of land (Lot 3, Block 1 of the subd. plan Psd-007604-024056-D being a portion

ol Lot 1-C (LRC) Psd-126246, LRC Rec. No. N-17582, elc.}, situaled In the Brgy. of La Huerla,
Metro Manila. Island of Luzon. Bounded on the SW,, along line 1-2 by Road
3, by Lot 2, both of the subd. plan; on the NE., along line 3-
and on the SE., along line 4-1 by Lot 4, of the subd. plan

x x x Containing an area of SEVENTY EIGHT SQUARE METERS & SEVENTY FIVE SQUARE

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate lor themselves the title of the said real
property and the encumbrances thereon, If any there be
Makatl, Metro Manila, January 10

1995

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR.
Clerk o
(Sgd.) NORBERTO B, MAGSAJO
Sherill Incharge

12 RO

Court VIl & Ex-Otficio Sherit!

Sanlos
107 Esleban Streal

Foreclosure No. 95-024

Mandaluyong, Metro Manlla
L.egaspl Village, Makati,
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verybody is nuts
about peanuts!

MANILA — Although it
is not a.pea and it's no |
really a nut, this seed pod
called a peanut has become
one of the world’s most
important food crops. In fact.
it seems cverybody is nuls
about it

Everywhere one goes,
people roast it, boil it or make
it a condiment in food prep-
arations. From way up in the
North American continent
where everyone munches it
in stadiums or partics or con-
verts it to sandwich spread
to the Asian world where
every other Oriental thapso-
dizes over il, the peanul is
lord and master of the house-
hold.

As one football fan says.
“the world is going nults over
peanuts!™

Although the pecanut has
been domesticated about
4,000 years ago in the foot-
hills of the Andes. the seed
crop was first discovered by
European soldiers of fortune
in Haiti. The locals call it
mani,

In the 16th century, the
Spanish conquistadores took
the peanut to the Philippines
where it is also called mani.
In most of eastern Asia, it
was the Chinese who prop-
agated it throughout the re-
gion, It is called Chinese
bean in Japan, Indonesia and
in most parts of India. To
the Bengalis, it's chinabadam
or Chinese almond.

In Africa, peanuts found
the heartiest welcome. It was
the Portuguese who brought
il Lo West Africa in the early
1500s. In 1564, the traveler
Alvares de Almada reported
peanut was an established
crop in Senegal and Gambia.
Within 200 years, it had
spread on 1l own across
Africa 1o Angola, without
Portuguese help.

Although the bulk (about
85 percent) of peanuts come
from Asia and Africa, the
crop rarely winds up as
peanul butler.

In China, for instance,
they boil peanuts plain or 10ss
them into stir-fries. The
Chinese consider the peanul
primarily an oil seed (il
contains 46-50 percent oil).
In fact, Chinese cookery is
hard to imagine without the
flavor of frying peanut oil.
This must be the reason why
China is the largest peanut

grower in the world today.

India also raises peanuts
basically for oil. although the
southern part ol the country
has more interest in them Jor
their own sake. Whole or

pe—y

Today, the
Qearfut is
one _of the
most
popular
food crops
cultivated
worldwide

chopped peanuts show up in
pilafs, salads and tamarind-
based sauces in south India.
Peanuts do play a role in
Indian snack foods.

For somcone who comes
to Asia for the first time and
wants peanut butter, he needs
to stop halfway between In-
dia and China, in Indonesia.
One of the most famous In-
donesian dishes is satay, lit-
tle skewers of grilled meat
served with mildly spicy
sweet-sour sauces made with
peanut butter, chilis, coco-
nut milk and fish sauce.

Southern Thailand has
peanut butter dishes of its
own, such as pra ram long
song (beel and spinach
stewed in something rather
like a satay sauce) and gai
thua (chicken in a peanut
butter and coconut milk
Curry).

But the further a visitor
gets from Indonesia, the
smaller the role peanuis play.
In Cambodia and Burma, for
example, peanuts go back to
the same sort of role they
play in China, getting
chopped up and tossed into
soup or salad.

In Alrica, peanuts are
added to stews with meat,
onions, tomatoes and chilis.
In Cameroon, peanut sauce
is served on fresh shrimp.
In East Africa, vegelables are
often stewed with peanul
butter — spinach or squash
in Kenya, commeal or beans
in Zambia.

In southern Nigeria, the

[jaw people smoke some of

their peanuts, drying them on
racks over a smoking [lire.
In northern Nigeria, the
Hausas stew meat with chilis
and onions in the usual way,
and they also coal skewered
mcit (tsire) with peanul cake
and ginger. more or less
making satay with the sauce
cooked right on. They like-
wise make jerky (kilishi) by
coating meat with peanut
cake and spices and drying
it in the sun.

In Latin America and the
Caribbean, peanuts also show
up in sauces and siews.

In Peru, rich peanut but-
ter-based sauces cover aji de
gallina (a peppery chicken
dish) and papas arequipena
(potatoes in peanul sauce).
In Ecuador, llapingachos
(checesy fried potato patties)
come in spicy peanul sauce.

Bolivian cooks make sopa
de mani (chicken soup with
peanut dumplings). The Bra-
zilian dish peixe com molho
de amendoim is fish sim-
mered with peanut butter,
spices and chilis.

Mexico puts peanuls into
certain moles and in stews
with names such as pollo
encacahuctado. In the Car-
ibbean, rabbits are stewed
with peanut sauce.

It's only in the United
States, where peanuts end up
as peanul butter. About 40
million Americans eat pea-
nut butter on any given day.
“The United States is the
peanut butter-eatingest nation
in the world,” comments The
Los Angeles Times.

Until the late 19th centu-
ry, only the poorest people
in the southern part of the
.S, ate peanuts. “But a taste
for peanuls grew, supposed-
ly because soldiers on both
sides of the Civil War had
sometimes been reduced to
eating “goober peas’.” reports
American journalist Charles
Perry

In the 1880s, P.T, Bamum
started selling roasted pea-
nuts at his circuses. Later on,
roasted peanuts became a
familiar snack food.

Peanuts important
plant source of protein, cal-
ories and minerals. They are
rich in calcium, phosphorus
and iron. They constitute an
excellent source of the vita-
mins thiamine, riboflayin and
niacin., (DEPTHnews)

dre

DA grants P15M to IPB-UPLB

Secretary Roberto S. Schastian (left) of the Department of Agriculture (DA) sym-
bolically turns over a cheque for a P15 research grant for the ‘Support to Crop
Varietal Research and Development’ project to the Institute of Plant Breeding of
the University of the Philippines Los Bafos (IPB-UPLB) during the Board Meeting
last Jan. 18. Receiving the cheque were Dr. Ruben L. Villareal, UPLB Chancellor
and Dr. Randy A. Hautea, IPB Director. IPB is the national breeding center of
all crops except rich. (SBJamias/Photo: JLanosia)

A UP professor has found a way to speed up

the decaying process

Farmers now make own fertilizer

LOS BANOS, Laguna —
Filipino farmers can now
fertilize their farms with
ordinary organic composl In
a malter of weeks instead of
waiting from four lo six
months, thanks to a fungus
variely discovered by a local
universily researcher,

*Composlting (converting
decaying agricultural wastes
into fertilizer) has been a tra-
ditional practice of Filipino
farmers wanuing (o enrich the
soil of their farms,” said Dr.
Virginia C. Cuevas of the
University of the Philippines
at Los Banos (UPLB) who 1s
an assistant botany professor
in the school's Institute of Bi-
ological Sciences.

“But with the advent of
cheap inorganic fertilizers.,
composting became less pop-
ular,” she added. Not to
mention the fact that it takes
anywhere between four
months and hall a year be-
fore the decaying process is
completed and the waste
matter is deemed usable for
fertilizer.

Thanks to Dr
whose work on hastening the
composting process resulted
in the discovery ol the fun-
eal agent wlhich makKes 1t now
possible (o converl waste 1o
fertilizer inonly three to live
weeks, larmers are
newing their interest in mak
'iny_ their own soil enrichment
'.li,:L'Il[‘i‘

Cuevas,

now re-

“"Ordinary composting s
100 slow [or farmers who plant
ol rice a

I\.'L'.II,“ Dr, Cuevas said, Be

two to three crops

cause ol !lll\. she conducted
an experiment on composting
to find a way to speed up the
process, The Plulippine Coun-
cil for Agriculture. Forestry
and Natural Resources Re-

searchi. and Development

(PCARRD), a line agency of
the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), agreed
to fund her study.

Along lier experiment, she
found oul that the
Trichoderma harzianum, a rare
species of fungus activator,
would hasten the composting
process.

Unlike chemical fertilizers
that cause soil acidity,
Trichoderma-applied compost
enhances soil fertility. It
improves the soil aeration,
structure and water-holding
capacity. In addition, it builds
up the organic matter content
in the soil.

Composting with
Trichoderma also manages
farm wastes elfectively. In-
stead of buming rice straws
or throwing away animal
manure, farmers can use these
materials as orgamc fertiliz-
er

Trichoderma fungus like-
wise poses no ill effects on
health and the environment,
Such was the findings of a
study conducted by Dr, Nora
B. Inciong of the Bureau ol
Soils und Water Management
(BSWM)

According to Dr. Cucvas,
the mmproved composting
method does away with addi-
tion ol
as in the traditional method
Adequate aeration provided by

wood ashes or hme

the new method keeps the pH
(a measure of the ncidity or
alkalinity) of the medium at
almost neutral level favoring
microbial growth

Unlike the

od, aerators or bamboo venls

normal melth

are no longer required because
the elevated compost platform
or Lhe isell
aeration I'he
Trichoderma

pen factlitates
Use 01-
replaces 1he

garden soil. which is the

source of micro-organisms for
decomposition. This prevents,
if not minimizes, compaction
of the compost file.

Rapid composting, Dr.
Cuevas said, requires two
kinds of substrates: those rich
in carbon and those rich in
nitrogen. Examples of plants
rich in carbon are grasses like
carabao grass, para grass,
napier grass and cogon. Rice
straw is also rich in carbon
as well as potassium.

“To speed up decomposi-
tion and get quality compost,
a farmer will also need fresh
or dry animal manure such
as guano, poultry dung, or
hog, cow, carabao, or horse
manure,” Dr. Cuevas ex-
plained.

A good substrate combi-
nation is three parts carbon

to one part nitrogen substrate. (]

Five to ten kilograms of the
Trichoderma lungus 1s broad-
cast for every 1,000 kilograms
of composting matenals,

Three to live weeks later,
the compost can already be
utilized in the farm, It can be
applied in several ways, In
upland annual crops, side
dressing or row placement
during cultivation enables the
availability of nurrients for
plant growth in fruit trees,
Deep placement around the
FOOlL ZONe is more {Appropri
ale,

The Trichoderma [ungus
activator 18 now produced by
the DOST, the Department of
Agriculture, state colleges and
UNIVErsities, some non-goy-
crnmenl organizalions
farmers’ cooperalives,

and

For her pioneering studies
i the use of Trnichoderma,
PCARRD named her as one
ol the recipients of the Pantas
Award, (DEPTHnews)
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‘Laos gives aquaculture top priority

VIENTIANE — Although
mountitins comprise 80 per-
cent of Laos, he country still
has vast lishery resources.

These resources arc inenn-
ly in the Mckong River and
in the major reservoirs like
Nam Ngum, Nam Souiang.
Nam Houm. Nam Tan.
Selabam. Nam Dong. and
Nam Moun.

Laos is sparsely populal-
ed with about 4.3 million

& people in 236,803-square-
kilometre area where road.
water and air communi-
cations are very difficult.

Under these circumstanc-
es, analysts say the promo-
tion of aquaculture is the
most practical way to pro-
duce quality fish in rural
areas in developing countries
to improve the diet and in-
come of the village popula-
tion.

In 1993, fish production
was estimated at about
30,000 tons, in which aquac-
ulture contributed about
12,000 tons. But even then,

.lhc national average fish
consumption was reported at
only around seven kilograms
per caput per year

“As a result, the overall
diet of the Lao population,
particularly in the remote
villages, is unbalanced, rich
in carbohydrate but poor in

Towards 2010, projects that
the aguiculture production
level of 12 million tons in
1989-91 would go up to 15-
20 million tons in 2010,

In recent years. aguacul-
ture has become an integral
part of most ol the rural
development programs in
Laos. According to Dr,
Singh, ponds are considered
uselul not oply for fish pro-
duction but also for water
storage for agriculture and
livestock.

From 1978 to 1988, (wo
projects financed by the UN
Development Programme
(UNDP) and exccuted by
FAQ gave a big boost 1o

aquaculture development by

rchabilitating the existing lish
farms and by developing an
additional one.

These modern fish farms
have helped in developing
efficient. low input technol-
ogies for miuket fish produc-
tion. All these were done by
integrating fish culture with
livestock and crop produc-
lion systems.

The ongoing UNDP/FAO
project on fish culture ex-
tension in Laos has a devel-
opment objective of transfer-
ring fish culture technologies
to the rural farmers to im-
prove their nutritional status
and economic conditions.

acute shortage of trained
manpower in hish culiure,
Because of this, the govern-
ment adopted the Farmer-1o-
fwmer approach ol extension.
Here, govemment lechnicians
identily model Frmers who
are progressive in attitude
and who are willing 1o serve
as village level extension
workers.

According to Dr. Singh.
the model Farmers are select-
cd from the project’s Targel
Farmers (TFs) who are usu-
ally the leaders in the com-
munity.

This approach led to the
development of demonsira-
tion sites for various aquac-
ulture famming systems which
serve as sites for technolo-
gy testing and development
of appropriate aquaculture
technologies for the differ-
ent agro-climatic zones of the

country and for the farmers
belonging to the different
SOCIO=CCOnOmic strata.

Among the larming sys-
tems that have been adapted
and demonstrated by the
project are the polyculture
and integrated culture sys-
tems. the rice-cum-fish cul-
ture system, and the “sced”
production system.

Under the polyculture
system. ponds are dried,
limed and manured, and fish
are [ed mostly with rice bran
and kitchen wastes, The
stocking 1s done mostly with
common carp. Indian carp,
Chinese carp, and local spe-
cies.

In the rice-cum-fish cul-
lure system, farmers con-
struct i small pond inside or
adjacent 1o the rice field from
which the fingerlings or
growing [ish enter into the

rice field. The species grown
are mostly common carp, Li-
lapia, Puntins spp.,
Trichogaster spp. and vari-
ous locally available species.

In some cases, farmers
breed common carp, tilapia
and Puntius gonionotus. This
is where the seed production
system comes in.

Although the UNDP/FAO
project is only halfway
through, it has already suc-
ceeded in bringing 50 hect-
ares of polyculture, 20 hect-
ares of integrated culture, and
80 hectares of rice-fish cul-

ture.

Within the project target
arcas, fish production has
increased by two to fourfolds.
Production from polyculture,
for instance, has increased
from 50-800 kilograms per
hectare per year to 200-2,000
kilograms per hectare per
year,

In the rice-fish culture,
production has surged from
50-150 kilograms per hect-
are per year to 100-600 ki-
lograms per hectare per year.
(DEPTHnews)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notics 1s heraby given thal the eslate of the late OLIMPIO PANGANIBAN

who disd on August 15 1994 at Silang, Cavile has been extrajudicially settled
among his heirs entitled "Extrajudicial Settlement ol the Estate of the Lale
Olimpia Panganiban With Absolute Deed of Sale* under Doc No. 93; Page No
20, Book No 40, Senes ol 1995 of Notary Public Aty lnneo A Anama of
Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
Jan, 27, Feb, 3 & 10, 1985

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given that the astale ol the late JUSTINO D URIAN who
died on May B, 1993 was lhe subeci of exirajudicial selllemeni among his
heirs as psr document entitied “Deed of Extra Judicial Settlement® under Doc
No 1936, Page No 194, Book No 1l Sernes of 1993 of Notary Public Norma
Pagaduan

WE FORUM
Jan. 13, 20 & 27, 1995

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late ARCADIO RIVERA who
died on June 18, 1987 al Biflan, Laguna has been exirajudicially setiled 9
his heirs 1n a document entitled “Extrajudicial Settlement ol the Estale of the
Late Arcadio Rivera WITH Deed of Sale of Portion of Land® under Doc. No
94, Page No. 20; Book No 40, Series of 1995 of Notary Public Atty. lrineo
A Anarna of Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
Jan. 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1995

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the eslale ol the lale BRAULIO REYES, SR,
who died on March 21, 1977 al Carmona, Caviie has been extrajudicially setiled
among his heus in a document enlitied "Extrajudicial Setllemeni ol the Estale
ol the Late Braulio Reyes Wilh Absolule Deed of Sale” under Doc. No 115
Page No 24, Book No 40. Senes ol 1995; ol Nolary Public Atly. Innec A
Anarna ol Silang, Cavite

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

NOTICE is hereby given thal the eslate of the late ANGEL DULCE who
died intesiale and withoul a will on April 26, 1993 at Quezon City had been
extrajudicially seltled among his heirs as evidenced by a Deed of Extrajudicial
Selllement of Estate with Waiver of Shares as per Doc. No. 360, Page No.
73, Book No. 132, Series ol 1995 dated January 10, 1995 executed belore

protein,” noted Dr. Singh.
A FAO study, Agriculture

One of the problems iden-
tified by the project was the

WE FORUM
Jan, 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1895

Notary Public Atty. Jame A Manaois of Quezon Cily

WE FORUM
Jan, 20, 27 & Feb, 2, 1985

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH XVill
TAGAYTAY CITY

Land Reg. Case No. TG-579 LRA Record No. N-64698

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi
Village, Makali, Metro Manila; the Regional Executive Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg., 1515
Roxas Blvd., Ermita, the Hon. Secretary, Department ol Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio
Drive, Port Area, the Director, Bureau of Mines, Pedro Gil St, Malate, the Director, Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, P.O. Box 623, all in Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department
of Agrarian Reform, PTA Bidg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Management Bureau,
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Pravincial
Fiscal, the Provincial Treasurer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District
Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece Martires City; the
Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite; Lucila Belarmino, No. 134 J. Rizal St
Corner E. Montoya St,, Silang, Cavite; Virginia Victa and Candido Victa, Lot 4, Blk. 2, Circle
Drive, Vermont Park, Marcos Highway, Antipolo, Rizal; AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitied case by ISABEL LOPEZ, (Single), Unit
No. 104 Amberland Plaza Condominium, Julia Vargas Avenue, Pasig, Metro Manila thru Atty,
Ireneo A. Anarna, Alejandro and Anarna Law Offices, 11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang,
Cavite praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot 14071-A of the subdivision plan, Csd-042118-011270-D, being a portion
of Lot 14071, Cad. 452-D, Silang Cadastre, LRC Rec. No, ), situated in the Brgy. of Bukal,
Mun. of Silang, Prov. of Cavite. Bounded on the E., along line 1-2 by Brgy. Road (10.00 m. wide);
on the S., along line 2-3 by Lot 14071-C; on the W., and N., along lines 3-4-1 by Lot 14071-
B both of the subd. plan, Beginning at a point marked “1" on plan being S. 1 deg. 01'W., 9024 22

m. lrom BLLM No. 1, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre.
thence S. 05 deg. 26'W., 46.00 m. to point 2;
thence S. 87 deg. 23'W., 31.12 m. to point 3;
thence N. 05 deg. O0'E., 46.23 m. to point 4;
thence N. 87 deg. 53'E., 31.44 m. to the point of

beginning, containing an area of ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY (1,430) SQUARE
METERS. All points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS
cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings grid; date of original survey, Dec. 7, 1973 lo Dec. 4, 1974
and that of the subd. survey Aug. 12, 1992 and was approved on Oct. 13, 1992,

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Courl at its session lo be held at
Branch XVIII, Tagaytay City, Philippines on the 9th day of March, 1995 at 8:30 o'clock in the
forenocon, then and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion
thereof, and to submit evidence In support of such claim and unless you appear at said Court
al the time and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will be
adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter
you will forever be barred from contesting said application (or petition) or any decree entered
thereon.

Witnaess: the HON., ELEUTERIO F. GUERRERO, Judge of said Court, the 23rd day of Na-
vember, 1994,

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 21st day of December, 1994,

ATTEST.

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator

Land Registration Authority

By:

(Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL

Chief, Docket Division
WE FORUM

January 27, 1995




ill China
imports
aoffect
RP rice

supplies? Manila air has

JUAN L. MERCADO

THE Philippines could be adversely altected by erosion
of productivily gains. chalked up by hreeders of hybrid rice
in China.

In a new swdy. the Asia-Pacific Agri-
culural Research Institute (APAARI) reports that hybrid
rice, patiently developed by Chinese scientists over three
decades. enables farmers today to reap 1wo Lons more pel
hectare over conventional varieties.

“This is a success story. relevant to the Philippines and
other rice-growing countries of this region.” says the Re-
gional Representative of the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization (FAQ): A.Z.M. Obaidullah Khan.

In Asia, 24 national and international institutes are now
working on hybrid research, which is cumbersome. Viet-
nam planted, last year, 30,000 hectares using Chinese seeds.
Indian research stations have cvaluated economic impict
of hybrids. '

But the hefty food security edge that hybrids gave Ching
is being whittled down. Four inter-locking tre nd.\ underpin
the deterioration:

1. Limited cropland is being buried under concrele by new
houses. factories and roads at the rate ol one million hectares
yearly. In many parts of China, “asphalt is the last crop. "

2. Environmental damage is corroding food systems. The
UN Environment Program (UNEP) notes: China is grappling
with soil erosion, pollution and salt intrusion into over-pumped
JqUi[L!’b

3. A booming economy spurs newly-aflluent Chinese appelile
for n_r‘nn consuming livestock products; and

Population adds on 14 million additional nce bowls
yc.mly,

*China is starting to lose the capacity to feed ilself,”
the Worldwatch Institute. “If present trends continue the buyer’s
market of recent decades could become a seller’s markel
overnight.”

When China's 1.2 billion consumers tum to world mar
kets for grain, its scarcities will boomerang into cereal shortfalls
for other countries.

Given this supply/demand squecze,

Association of

Siys

Chinese nice hybrids
— plants spliced from two parental lines blooming w ith superior
trails acquire even grealer importance.

Hybrids currently add 40 1o 50 million tons to China’s
harvests, writes Dr. Lou Xizhi of the Academy of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Professor C.X. Mao ol Hunan’s Hybrid
Research Center, .

The new seeds jacked up yields from 140 million to 188
million tons yearly. This breakthrough occurred on 18 mil
lion hectares — a feat duplicated by India but using 42
million hectares, they add.

Between 1976 and 1993, hybrids added on 270 million
tons 1o Chinese rice granaries, FAO studies show. This enabled
land-short Chinese farmers to divert over two million hect
ares [rom rice to other higher-value crops

Hybrids are now sown in over 54 percent of China’s rice
growing area, FAO's Khan told DEPTHnews. Restorer lines
rom gene banks of the International Rice Research Institute
were an invaluable contribution

to Chinese scientists.

China uses these IRRI matenial over several million hectares,

Professors Xizhi and Mao state, “Today, China is the leading

We Forum
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Metro Manila’s air _contains

three times the volume of

pollutants

considered normal

IN METRO MANILA

e —————————

&

very poor quality

MANILA How is the
the wir i Meuo
Manila today?

Very wearding to
a study done for the Asian
Development Bunk (ADB)
En-

quality ol

poor.

and the Department ol
vironment and Nutural Ke-
sources (DENR),

around Metro
Munila contains up to three
times the volume of pollut-
ants which cun be consid-
ered normal or “healthy™ said
a lact sheet disseminated by
DENR. “We cannot allow
this to continue. This sifua-
tion requires our immediale
acton.”

"The ait

Experts say there are six
major air pollutants. name-
maltlcr,

ly: particulile lead,

carbon monoxide. nitrogen

dioxide, sullur dioxide, and
Lotal oxidants.

Particulate matter is made
up of tuny particles in the
air which human
Dust
digpings and
Irom Mi

amples. Particulate maiter is

beings

hreathe, from street
ash particles
Pinatube are ¢x-
what mukes the smoke [rom
motor vehicles black,

Measured concentrations

producer of hybrid rice in the world

s technology

But the luture lor

ing area has reached almost an optimum level,”

fessors Xizhi and Mao.

pariculate miatier in the
ar around Mero Munla have
already surpassed by three
lmes
the Philippine government
and the World Health
Organization (WHO).
rent levels of lead in the air
also exceed WHO und Phil-
ippine guidelines, the fact
sheet reports.

Studies conducted by the
UN health agency reveal that
percent of the air
pollution in Metro Manila is
caused by smoke-belching
vehicles. These are usually
diesel-fucled. poorly main-
tained passenger buses and
that blow black

smoke into the faces of com-

the standirds set by

Cur-

OVer

jecpneys

muters. Taxis and private cars
are often smoke belehers, too.

Gasoline-powered vehi-
on the other hand, are
the main source of

cles,
lead.
Medical experts say lead
poses a serious health haz-
ard, especially to children
three
Rescarchers made in in-

below years old.

dustrialized countries have
shown that children with high
levels of lead experience
more behavioral problems,

1 has started to share

with other Asiun countries,”
hybrids
have plateaued, like other varicties elsewhere

is clouded. Yield potentials
“Total grow

wrile Pro

In the years ahead, Chinese researchers hope to probe two

avenues: (a) using simpler *

two line systems,”

and (b) cross

ing indica with japonica genes. IRRI for its part has shared

out promising “two line”

hybrids with

India, Indonesia,

Malaysia, the Philippines and Vienam.
New production breakthroughs would, indeed, be welcome.

A 479 million ton grain shorttall in China,

[rom now,
(DEPTHnews)

could rock Asian agniculiure (o ats

three decades

rools.

lower 1Q (intelligence quo-
tient), and decreased ability
1o concentrate. Among adults,
lcad has been observed Lo
increase the chances of de-
veloping high blood pressure
and cancer.

The people who face the
moslt serious health risks are
those who have to stay on
the streets the longest like
jeepney drivers. traffic aides,
cops and street vendors.

According to a study
made by the College of
Public Health of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines,
jeepney drivers may be twice
as likely to develop pulmo-
nary tuberculosis (TB) as any
other group of citizens.

Commulers are not com-
pletely safe. wams the DENR
“You should still
(ry Lo minimize the amount
of time vou spend traveling
or driving through heavily-
Tl suggests.
“Even prolonged stays by

fact sheet

congesled areas,

pedestrians on bus stops and
center islands along the main
roads are not advisable.”

To reduce the emission of
pollutants by motor vehicles
in Metro Manila, the fact
sheet goads for the regular
inspection. maintenance and
repair of all motor vehicles
plying the streets of Metro
Manila.

“Efficient engines prodnce
less pollutants,” it said. In
addition, they give a driver
betler

Those who use motorcy-

mileage.

cles, it urges them to shift
to four-stroke
plains:

engines. It ex-
“Two-stroke motor-
cycles pollute more because

they combine the fuel and
the lubricating oil during
combustion.”

It also prods jeepney and
private car owners Lo con-
vert their gasoline engines
“as soon as possible.” The
ADB/DENR study shows
that diesel engines are (he
biggest source of particulate
matter and sulfur in Metro
Manila.

“If we can significantly
reduce the number of die-
sel-fueled vehicles our
main roads,” the fact sheet
says, “we will have taken a
huge step towards cleaner air
for all.”

Meanwhile, the DENR in
cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH), the
Department of Interior and
Local Government (DILG),
the Department of Transpor-gh
tation and Communication
(DOTC) and the Metro Ma-
nila Authority (MMA) estab-
lished the “Clean Air 2000"
to help the pollution prob-
lem in Mewo Manila.

“Clean air requires pa-
tience and sacrifice from all
the officials disclosed.
“Qur problem with air pol-
It will
take us years belore we can
bring down the level ol
pollution in Metro Manila to
healthy The good
news is that we can still doge
something about air pollu-
tion.

of us,”

lution is very serious,

levels.

That is, if all of the peo-
ple living in Metro Manila
will act now — to have a
much cleaner air in the re-
gion by the year 2000.
(DEPTHnews)




	We Forum, vol xviii No. 40 - Jan. 27-Feb. 2, 1995
	Recommended Citation

	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057

