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Contributors: The Contributors

The Contributors

Aurelio S. Agcaoili teaches at the University of Hawaii in
the areas of public policy, linguistics, popular culture,
diasporic literatures, cultural-literary relations (Philippines
and Southeast Asia), Philippine critical discourses, and
modern Philippine drama and cinema. He received his PhD
from the University of the Philippines Diliman under a
presidential scholarship, taught in this university for many
years and served its Center for Creative Writing as a fellow
before migrating to the US, and was newspaper editor in the
Philippines, Los Angeles, and Honolulu. He was a visiting
professor of the University of the Philippines Baguio (twice)
and the Mariano Marcos State University (thrice). He has
received a number of awards in the US and the Philippines
for his work as a creative writer (novel, short story, poetry,
and critical essay) and as an educator. For the undergraduate
and the masters, he studied the classics, philosophy, and
management. He writes in Ilokano, English, and Tagalog.
<aurelioa@hawaii.edu>

Michael Charleston “Xiao” Chua is an Assistant
Professorial Lecturer at the De La Salle University, History
Department and a Senior Lecturer at the University of the
Philippines, Department of Broadcast Communication. He
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graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (2005) and Masters of
History (2010) from the University of the Philippines,
Diliman. He is also a Ph.D. Anthropology candidate from the
same university. Along with these appellations, he is the co-
author of the monograph Bonifacio: Ang Unang Pangulo and
writes a Saturday column for the Manila Times. Taking to the
stage of broadcast media, he has become one of the most
active historians in the Philippine media: He was an original
bottom liner in “The Bottomline with Boy Abunda.” A
historical consultant for Lourd de Veyra’s “History with
Lourd” and the television series “Ilustrado” and
“Katipunan.” Lastly, he is the creator of “Xiao Time”— a
television segment which is now an Abante Sunday column.
<xiaoking_beatles@yahoo.com>

Zenaida Hamada-Pawid or Manang Briges as she is
popularly known in peace and development circles, dedicated
more than 30 years of her life to protecting the rights of the
Indigenous Peoples (IP) of the Cordillera region in northern
Philippines, focusing especially on peacebuilding and the
restoration of their ancestral rights. She represented the IPs
during the government’s peace negotiations with the
Cordillera People’s Liberation Army and the Communist
Party of the Philippines, and was instrumental in creating
peace zones in the region. Manang Briggs’ presentation of the
perspectives of the IP of the Cordillera was vital to the passage
of the Indigenous People’s Rights Act (IPRA), the most
important policy tool for IP self-determination. Manang Briggs
is the former NCIP chair and the 2018 Ozanam Awardee of
Ateneo de Manila University. <manangbriggs@gmail.com>
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JPaul S. Manzanilla is a graduate student at the Department
of Southeast Asian Studies of the National University of
Singapore. He is currently writing a dissertation that examines
the interplay between photography and the Philippine nation,
art and technology, media and modernity, and history and
memoty. <jpaulmanzanilla@gmail.com>

Felice Prudente Sta. Maria is an internationally awarded
author of non-fiction, an advocate of cultural action as civic
action, and, by avocation, a food historian specializing in the
Spanish and American colonial periods of the Philippines.
Her most recent book, co-authored with Singaporean food
explorer Bryan Koh, is Kain Na, the first illustrated guide to
Philippine cuisine. She is a 2019 Outstanding Citizen of
Quezon City awardee for her body of work. She was a
Commissioner for Cultural Heritage at National Commission
for Culture and Arts, and for Social and Human Sciences
at UNESCO National Commission of the Philippines.
<felicepstamaria@gmail.com>

Gail M. Presbey is a Professor of Philosophy at University
of Detroit Mercy and the Director of the James Carney
Latin American Solidarity Archives in the History
Department at UDM (2002—present). Her areas of expertise
are philosophy of nonviolence and African philosophy, with
current studies and research on Africa, Latin America,
Mohandas Gandhi’s movement, feminism, and Pan-
Africanism. She engages in interdisciplinary work that
involves philosophy, world history, and political theory. She
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has engaged in research in Kenya, South Africa, Ghana, and
India, having received a two-year J. William Fulbright Senior
Scholar grant (Kenya) as well as subsequent Fulbright grants
(India and Brazil). She has four edited books and over
fifty articles and book chapters published, as well as
republications and translations in several languages. Her
M.A. and Ph.D. in Philosophy are from Fordham
University. She has completed a graduate certificate program
in World History at Wayne State University. Her home page
can be accessed at http://presbegm.faculty.udmercy.edu/.
<presbegm@udmercy.edu>

Daniel Chen Ratilla is a third-generation Chinese immigrant
whose grandparents chose to become Filipino citizens. He
received his bachelor’s degree in Industrial Design from the
University of the Philippines-Diliman, from which he
graduated with the Latin honor of Magna cum Lande. He
worked for two years as an industrial designer for a
multinational company before deciding to shift career paths
to focus on environmental concerns. He is currently a
graduate student under the Environmental Management
program of the Ateneo de Manila University. His research
interests include forest and coastal ecosystems, biodiversity,
and gender equity through environmental management. In his
free time, he enjoys reading about a diverse range of topics or
practices his Chinese calligraphy, that is, when he’s not
preoccupied with plans for the next family hiking trip.
<dcratilla@gmail.com>
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