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MISUARI

IS FVR ON-THE-JOB: President Ramos checks on the damaged segments of the Marikina-Infanta Road during his visit last July 27 in Antipolo,
Rizal, The President ordered the release of P3.8 million to repair the damaged portfions of the road at Boso-Boso, Antipolo and Cuyambay,
Tanay. With the Chief Executive during the visit were Public Works and Highways Secretary Gregorio Vigilar (back to camera), Rizal

Governor Casimiro Ynares, Jr, and Intevior and Local Governments Undersecretary Victor Sumulong. (Malacanang Photo)

Poverty incidence is high in West Visayas
| Pade 11




l 2 We Forum

FEATURES

AUGUST 1-7, 1994 |

Are the people to blame?

By MARIO P. CHANCO

OR AS long as human beings have inhabited
the earth, they have carped, criticized and
condemned their leaders and their govern-
ment without end. It therefore comes as a pleasant
surprise to us to have First Lady Amelita Ramos

Mrs. Ramos is quoted as
having said Filipinos need 1o
be reeducated because ol
their under-achievemenl in
restoring cleanliness, order
and a sound environment in
the country. General Joe
helieves his countrymen’s
lack of nationalistic fervor
and national discipline pre-
vent them from joining hands
in building a Filipino national
community.

“] think we have 1o leach

the people again,” Mrs.
Ramos said. She noted that
Filipinos abroad comply with
the laws of foreign countries
for fear of being sent to jail
or penalized. Using the same
flawless logic that has stu-
many  of her
workmates in her slow-mov-

pefied

ing National Clean and Green
program. the First Lady said:
“If they can do that abroad,
they should do that here in
our country.”

S

ALMONTE: Blaming the oligarchs.

WE FORUM
Auguet 1, 8 & 15, 1084

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is heraby given that the estate of the late FRANCISCO PEREZ who
died intestate on Septamber 23, 1987 at Silung, Cavite has boen extrajudicially
softled among his heiis in & document under Doc No 440 Page No. 80, Book
No. 36: Series of 1964 ol Notary Public liinea A, Anarna of Silang, Cawvile

WE FORUM
July 18, 25 & Aug. 1, 19904

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hareby given that the estale ol JOSE MA ZARATE who died on
Septamber 13, 1886 n Gusron Cily was seltled extrajudically by his heirs as
shown by the Extrajudicial Setllement of Estate ol Deceased Parson they ex-
eculed on June 17, 1994 belore Consul Anlonio 8. Curameng, Office of the
Philippine Consulate General, Los Angeles, Caldornia and Notary Public Eliz-
abeth 4. Andres, entored in her notanal book on July 11, 1994 as Doc No
31, Page No. 7, Book No. 1; Series of 1994

and National Security Adwviser Jose Almonte sug-

gest that perhaps Filipinos (hemselves are to blame

for their own misery.

{'s a fresh new slant, anyway.

Akala natin tanga ang mga lider natin. Iyon pala,

tavo ang bobo.

General Joe de Al went o
few steps beyond when he
remarked “the culiure ol
(political) patronage 1s Lo
blame flor the Filipimos® lack
of national discipline and
love of country.” Assailing
the oligarchic structures scl
up by elite groups Lo pre-
serve their power, Almonle
urged Filipinos Lo undergo o
fundamental change and 10
“resist the influence of those
taking advantage of the sil
uation.”

This space agrees wiiple-
heartedly with Mrs. Ramos
and Gen. Almonte’s diag-
noses of our flawed national
condition. If leaders
blameless, something musi
be wrong about the constit
uents.

We commend their Keen
analyses to Congress for
remedial legislation, to Pres-
ident Ramos lor execulive
action, to the Supreme Courl
for temporary resiraining
orders, We also endorse them
to National Power President
Sonny Viray for mulu-mega-
wall energization.

So let us face the awlul
truth aboul ourselves:

Now that Mrs. Ramos and
General Almonle have
squarely laid the blame [or
our sluggish development on
the peoples’ lack of na-
tionalistic zeal and disciplin-
ary delermination, we can
stop condemning our lead-
ers and our government. I
is the people, not their lead-
ers, who have made a mess

dre

of things. Everything human-
ly possible to secure thelr
redemption has either been
done or is aboul to be. In-
stead of showing their gral-
itude, they have responded
to nationalistic appeals for
VAT or GATT legislation

with hostile and warlike acts
So now they can take (hei
trade elsewhere.,

A message properly as-
signing the blame for our
condition ought 1o ba sent
immediately to all owners ol
tri-media. It should point out
that. like the senators chas
ing futilely to stop the sale
of PETRON stocks, the
media have been barking up
the wrong Iree. Consequent-
ly, there is no need to tell
the masses they are Lhe ar-
chitects of their own self-
imposed destruction. It is an
old story to them. They can
do what they have always
done in the past. That is to
reply at the next national
elections.

ENERGY DEATH-
WISH? The worst of the
Laguna Lake oil spill seems
to have passed. Only a few
hundred, not 20.000 barrels,
of oil seem to have been
released. At the cost of
having to shut down a 330-
megawall power generaling
plant. the lament of certain
sectors of mass media over
this incident seems Lo have
taken on the same ullra-jin-
goistic overtones displayed
by very large vested inter-
ests last year. at the peak of
the energy crisis. Even the
Department of Environment
has sailed into the mishap
as though DENR belonged
to another governmert, not
the one blaming its citizens
for their lack of discipline
and nationalistic spirit. Bakif
kaya?

RANK INTEREST RI-
FORM. The newspapers are
awash with full-page adver-
Lisements announcing super-
lative interest rates for bank
depositors and clients. But
reading through the fine print,

who died intestale on May 3

WE FORUM
July 25 Aug. 1 & 8, 10904

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice (s heraby given thal the estate of the late AMADEQ ADORABLE
1951 In Quezon Cily has bean exirajudicially
sellled among his hals in & document entitled "Extra-Judicial Settlemant of
Estate of Deceased Amadeo Adorable” undat Doc. No. 315; Page No, 64, Book
No. 21; Series ol 1987 of Notary Public Federico Magdangal

FRED LIM: Cheers.

you find that the eight, len
or (welye percent inferesl
they promise to pay is for
TIME deposits, not ordinary
savings. That means you
have 1o tie up your money
for half a year or longer Lo
realize the increased inter
est, On savings accounts, the
rate remains al a ridiculous
{hree or five percent. Bakil
ganyan? Alter all, it's only
morney.

Obviously, the Presiden-
tial threat Lo level the bank-
ing playing [elds hasn’l becn
heard by the bankers. Even
the threat o
foreign banks to come in
hasn't worked, And many
banks still charge a ridicu-
lous monthly debit for ac-
counts that are inactive, thal
fall below a minimum bal-
ance, or Plain
highway robbery. Al high
noon pa haman.

Oldtimers speculate what
would happen il the new
Postal Savings Bank (PSB),

allow more

whatever.

“scheduled to open any day

now, were 1o gel bank lead-
ership of the kind displayed
by top-rated bankers like
Edgardo Espiritu, Sixto Orosa
Ir., Chester Babst, or the
Equitable Bank clan of the
Go Kim Pahs. Imagine the
PSB being semi-privatized,
with these bankers at the
helm. What a hot time they
would have in the town of
Berlin!

FRED LIM for MAY-
OR FOREVER! Lolit, Ruffa
and Amnabelle notwith
standing, Manila Mayor Fred
Lim has as much chance of
making it to the Presidency
as the PCGG has of ever
retrieving the se-called
Muarcos billions. Even bred
Lim is supposed to know
that. So some {riends dre saic
to be second-guessing Lim
Lo run for the Senate, one of
the three major governiment
branches the Philippines can
afford to be without, And
probiably be better off for iL.

Savang ang pagod!

With only one arm, Fred
Lim can leave an even big-
per mark on the Philippines
than hall a
Presidents. His land area is
small, his reputation and the
rich history of the city he

dozen rormer

once served as an ordinary
foot patrolman are big, He
enjoys the
Manila's business, civic and
political leaders. He has a
deep sense of history. There's
no need indeed (o go into
what Fred Lim can do for
Manila given a man of his
talents. He should be wary
of the crowd-pushers trying
to maneuver him beyond his
depth. For all he knows, one
of them might be another
talent manager. Like who?
Like someone he just met
at the Manila Film Festi-
val.

conlidence of
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RP pays billion-peso
‘fees for unused loans

HE PHILIPPINES needs loans like a hole in
the head. But President Fidel Ramos has
geared Philippine economy on chronic
borrowing and (he accretion of an annual budget

Here's where the fallacy
lies. Asia’s economic Ligers
earned prosperily through
years of economic discipline,
husbanding of resources,
judicious spending and
amassing substantial savings.
The Ramos government piles
up delicits.

With the government
mired in debt, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has just
relecased $52 million (o the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
as the first ranche of a $684
million Exiended Fund Fa-
cility vaunted as the IMF
“exil program.”

Despite the Ramos pov-
emment veracity for foreign

loans, the greater part of
Official Development Assis-
tance obtained {rom the Paris
Club has been forfeited be-
cause the govermment <an-
not raise the counterpart
funds.

Only 73% or $3.75 bil-
lion of $5.12 billion avail-
able for the first quarter ol
1994 was drawn by govern-
ment corporations, regular
agencies. local government
unils, and private corpora-
tions from January to March
for 149 ongoing projects.
This declined from last year’s
81%.

But for S1.1 billion of the
$9.14 billion ODA

fundd

SEC. ENRIQUEZ: Calls for moratorium.

By ERIC

S. GIRON

deficit. By investing P246 billion in infrastructure
and foreign-assisted projects, he hopes to achieve a
figer economy like Asia’s Newly-Industrialized

Countries.

contracted, the government
is paying S300,000 (aboul
P1.8 million) as annual com-
Director-Gen

Hahito of 1he

mitment lec
eral Cielip
National
Development Authority dis-

Economic and
closed.

NEW ODA FUNDS

Despite the tinused loans
backlog, BSP Gov, Gabniel
Singson and Finance Sec.
Roberto de Ocampe attend-
¢d the Philippine Assistance
Program donors’ meeting in
Paris July 21 and 22, expect-
ing another $2 billion loan
1o be whipped up

Japan dlone pledged $1.5
billion (about P41 billion) in
ODA;: $932 million
under the 19th Yen Loan
Package., 593 billion in
grants, $57.14 million in
technical cooperation, and
$400 million loan from Ja-
pan Export-lmport Bank.

These will be invested in
LRT Line | capacity expan-
Philippines-Japan
Friendship Highway rehabil-
itation. industrial support
services expansion, domes-
tic shipping modernization,
and NPC plants’™ environmen-
tal equipment. The Jexim
Bandk’s three-year loan will
support economic and fiscal
reformis like the IMF's Ex-
tended Fund Facility.

The Philippines owes
$469 million from 14 indus-
trial nations of the Paris Club
maturing between August
1994 and end-1995. They
35% of the
Philippines’ $34 billion lor-
eign debt. Under the Hous-
Lon terms, concessional ODA
debis are rescheduled for 20

new

ston,

account for

years with a ten-year grace
period. Non-ODA debts are
rescheduled for 15 years with
The debt

can be exchanged with aid,

l'.:_']l‘ -VCAr grace

nature or cquity

The donor agencies pul
weight on the Philippines’
difficulty in absorbing ad,
They reminded against com-
President

placency afler

boasted of a 4.5% economic
growth 1n the [irst quarter.
They urged govemnmment Lo
“intensily and accelerale
economic reforms especial-
ly in Lthe areas of 1ax system
simplification and trade and
investmeni realization.

[l was an apparent allu-
sion Lo the expanded value-
added tax which the Supreme
Court suspended [rom en-
forcement July 1 as its con-
sttutionalily is being chal-
lenged. The VAT was ex-
pected Lo provide revenue Lo
cover the budget deficit,

To strengthen the World
Bank project portfolio imple-
mentation, WB Director
Calliste Madavo for East
Asia-Pacific said a joint WB-
Philippines workshop will be
held,

NEW PROGRAM

The 1994 project allots
only P23 billion for the P246
billion committed by Presi-
dent Ramos. The P223 bil-
lion balance will be provid-
¢d between 1994 and 2005,
Budget Sec. Salvador
Enriquez said, But Habito
announced the President’s
approval of a P104.9 billion
Integrated Infrastructure Pro-
gram for 1995.

Set | covers public works,
transportation and communi-

BSP GOVY. SINGSON: Loan-ranger.

cation, foreign and local-
funded projects. Set 2 fund-
ed at P24.8 billion covers
infrastructure for education,
health and agriculture. The
P52.1 billion for Set 3 goes
0 power elecirificauon, water
supply. and major infrastruc-
wre for poris. Around P40.54
billion (78%) will be used
by Phil. Nauonal Oil Co,,
National Power Corporation
and National Electrification
Administration,

However, Sec, Enriguez
called for a moratorium on
counterpart funds because ol
the tight spending program.
Sec, de Ocampo said the
World Bank and the Asia
Development Bank are
threatening to cancel pre-
ferred loans because of the
delay in the release of coun-
lerpart funds.

The Department of Bud-

get and Management allo-
cales an unprogrammed
amount for foreign-assisied
projects still to be contract-
ed and those signed but not
yet begun. For projects un-
der implementation, P462.4
million is allotted “to cover
foreign exchange and peso
requirements.”

A P2 billion support fund
falls a P7.5 billion
Unprogrammed Fund which
covers P1.8 billion for gov-
ernment-owned and/or con-
trolled corporations, P1 bil-
lion for socialized housing
program, P2.5 billion for
import supervision scheme,
and P200 mijllion in general
fund adjustments.

But there is a caich 1o this:
the sums can be released only
when “revenue collections
exceed the target.” No rev-

(Next page, please)

under
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enue surplus. no fund.

TAXES FOR LOANS

To cover budget deficit,
the IMF imposcs onerous
taxes as a condition for loans
which the aware cilizenry has
learned to resist. President
Ramos was forced to lift the
P1 oil levy on every litter ol
oil sold because of over-
whelming public demon-
strations nationwide, The
substitute expanded VAT has
been suspended by the Su-
preme Court for review.

President Ramos exculpat-
ed himsell of mastermind-
ing the “surreptitious inser-
tions and deletions™ in the
expanded VAT law. Former
Senate President Jovilo
Salonga deplored the “gross-
Iy misinterpreted statements™
published in the newspapers
of the 49-page memorandum
he filed with the high courl.
A scrutiny of the memo
showed no mention nor cven
a hint of Mr. Ramos™ name.

If the VAT were enforced
and proceeds were realized,
total revenue was estimated
at P350.2 billion. The dif-
ference between this estimat-
ed income and the P384.7
billion proposed 1995 bud-
get is a P34.4 billion defi-
¢it. Camarines Sur Rep.
Rolando Andaya said P9
billion 1s allocated to the
P700 to P8O0 salary increase
of government employees.

Andaya ciiticized Senale
Finance Committee Chair-
man Neptali Gonzales® plan
to cul the budget by 25%
(P96.175 billion) and scruli-
nize it from zero as the 1987
Administrative Code man-
dates to check the possible
misuse of funds in the 1995
elections.

Andaya said when the
Cabinet proposed a P430
billion budgel three months
ago, he agreed with the
senators that it was too high
and should be pared. Now
that the budget 1s down to
P384.7 billion, the senators
propose to lop off 25%.
“That is always their [irs
reaction: to cul,” Andaya
noted. “We are used 10 that.”

The budgel goes Lo a
bicameral conference com-
mittee where Lhe haggling
takes place. Since 1995 is
an election year, the com-
mittee will ensure the salary
increases and the pork bar-
rel of legislators are Lhere,
Afler all the noise over the
pretense of pruning the bud-

gel without any significiant
change really, the commit-
tee heaves a sigh of collee-
live relief.

But have they done their
bit? An acceptable budget is
one in which expenditures do
not exceed the nconie and
there is no deficit. Now why
can't the Malacanang nor the
Legislative functionarics
abide by that?”

NEWS BRIEFS
NBI, PACC MAKE UP?

[t may take more than a
handshake brokered by Vice
President Joseph Estrada to
end a running feud by his
Task Force Habagat Chiel
Panfilo and NBI
Director Epimaco Velasco
that involves politics. profes-

Lacson

sional rivalry, and personal
animosity

[t could have started when
the National Burcau of In-
vestigation and the Presiden-
tial Anu-Crime Comnussion
were investigaling the mur-
der of Alan Velasco Gomez.
19, and Maric
Sarmienta, 21, agriculture
students of UP Los Banos
last year. Lacson linked Kit
Alqueza to the killing of his
bosom buddy Alan.

Lacson was known 1o be
at odds with Kit's father.
Chief Supt. Dictador Algueza
who was his senior officer
in Laguna.

Velasco's findings which
cleared Kit from involvement
embarrassed Lacson. Estrada
ordered the NBI to confine
investigation to the rape-
killings in Marikina. He
pulled out Lacson and lefl
the Calauan probe to the PNP
Criminal Inyestigation Ser-
vice,

As former Cavite provin-
¢tal commander, Lacson said
Gov. Juanito Remulla was “a
good [riend™ ol
Remulla’s men are accused
of Killing Ternate Mayor
QOctavio Velasco, cousin ol
the NBI chief, in 1992.

Driving home with NBI
agents 1o Tanza one night,
Velasco noticed a carload of

Eileen

his,

men trailing them. Subse-
quent investigation revealed
they were Lacson's men
allegedly planning to ambush
Velasco when he heard Mass
at the Catholic chapel 1n
Tanza Lo him [rom
running against Remulla for
the Cavite governorship.
President Ramos, who got
a zero vole from Remulla’s
bailiwick in the 1991 LDP

stop

L

EX-SEN.

primarics. tapped Velasco is

his candidate  againsl
Remulla. When action st
Revilla went (o
Malacanang to seek Mr.

Ramos™ blessing as candidate

Bong

for Cavite governor. he had
to settle for vice-governor
because the President already
picked Velasco.

Retired Gen. Ramon
Montano, told to look into
the reported ambush try on
Velasco, was told by Lacson
it was a “product of
Velasco's wild imagination.™

The NBI were tipped off
that two women. Angeli
Pier and Leticia
Lalaret, with armed body-
guards, were using four
rooms ol Town and Couniry
Hotel 1n Sta. Mesa for push-
ing shabu. Armed with search
warrants from Manila Trial
Court Judge Romeo Callejo,
the NBI Special Operations
Group led by Orlando Dizon

Tevan

radded the hotel, They found
no drugs but arrested low
e,

Al NBI headquarters, the
men were identified as SPO3
PO3
Gerardo Esguerra, civilian

Guillermo Jaranilla,
informers Jessie Pinili and
Alfred Lim. Lacson said they
were PACC men trailing drug
pushers, The Hong Kong
police reportedly informed
the PACC 1havdrug lord Jose
Canino Co of Xiamen, Chi-
na, member of Hong Kong-
based 14 K drug ring had
left for Manila with a ship-

SALONGA: Hits insertions.

ment of 30 Kilos of amphel-
amine hydrochlonde (shabu)

PACC agents under In-
spector Gilbert Cruz spotted
Co in Binondo as he board-
ed a Toyota car lor Bigwig
Disco on Rodriguez Ave.,
Quezon City. Co left the
disco after failing to wring
a deal which went sour, The
agents Irailed Co's car Lo
Gilmore and 6th Street, and
blocked it.

As the agents moved in,
Co fired a .45-caliber pistol.
He was shol dead. His driv-
er fled. The PACC men
found 30 Kilos of shabu in
his car valucd P45 million,
Lacson said the PACC will
monitor the PNP Aviation
Security Command and
Ninoy International Airport
employes with regard to drug
smuggling.

After Estrada had effect-
ed the Velasco-Lacson con-
ciliation at his PICC office,
Lacson denied accusing
Velasco of coddling a drug
lord as reported in the news
told

Montano he had no plot Lo

papers. He General
Velasco.
still
the alleged
assassination plot.

assassinate

Montano said he was

investigating

Velasco accepled
Lacson's denials and agreed
not (o file charges against
Lacson, He said he would
issue a public apology to the
arrested PACC agents and
take action against “any of
my men who were at fault.”

011, GAS LEAKS
The oil leak from
Malaya power-generating
plant into Laguna de Bay
initially blamed on a rupture
in an oil tank is now pinned

the

on humian error because it
ook three days before the
spill of 7,000 barrels of oil
aver seven kilometers in four
barangays was checked.

The Laguna Lake Devel-
opment Authority said this
was the third Malaya plant
violation of anti-pollution
laws in eight months. The
oil spill has killed fish fin-
perlings in pens and duck
bred ashore.

LLDA Manager Alejandro
Santiago said Lhe Napocor
has accepted responsibility
for the accident which has
affected 200 to 300 heclares
of the lake. It promised Lo
the

damage caused

pay fishermen for the

by the oil
spil which LLDA personnel
were assessing. The Napocor
was fined P5.000 in addition
to a daily P1.000 fine by Sec.
Angel Alcala of Environment
and Natural Rcsources,

A geothermal well of the
Philippine National Oil Co.
at Alto Peak, 20 kilometers
south the Tongonan plant,
spewed steam mixed with
poisonous hydrogen sulfide
after developing a leak less
than a month ago when il
was capped. Leytenos from
Jaro

Tongonan to were

warmned not 1o use Cabyongan
River.

The AP-6D well drilled
as a reserve for a plant to be
buill two years from now. Il
was “demobilized bul the
leak continued. When the cap
was taken ofl, spokesman
Windsor Refuerzo said steam
pressure caused a blowoul
The pipe had been eroded
by hydrogen sulfide.

TYPHOON FLOODS

I'yphoons Norming and
Miding caused floods in 102
lowns ol
Pampanga last week, Ram-
paging Macatian river bur-

barangays in 12

ied 30 houses in Pampanga,
Lowland
Zambales and Bataan aban-

residents of
doned their homes as water
and lahar rose Lo five feel.

Three bridges — Lhe San
{Floridablanca)

Pedro and

Pampanga-Tarlac, and
Ramban-Concepcion in

Tarkac

Ted ,.;gl-_;u-.;_rr-'\_--_

were destroyed and

President Ramos declared
4 state of calamity n
Pangasinan, La Union and
Cagayan, releasing P300,000
to each and P200,000 to
Dagupan City. But no state
of calamity was declared in
Pampanga, Bulacan,
Zambales or Bataan. Defense

Sec. Renato de Villa report-

ed 3,600 houses were de-
stroyed and P12 million
worth of crops and property

destroved in Pampanga.

DE GARCIA and NAPOLEON ©
1979 in Paranague, Metra Manila
Manila
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice i heraby given that the estate of the laje PURIFICACION ONGACO
GARCIA who died intesiate on Augusl 25,

and Apnl 18
respeciivaly has boen qxlr.l;ud-culh- sallled among lheir heis in &
document enlitled “Exira-Judicial Seitlamant Amang Haire” ¥
Page No 36, Book No 14; Seriss ol 1884 of Nolary Public Heclor B Cenleno

1984 in Paranague, Metro

under Doc. No. 185

died intesiato on January 7

B85, Book No 236

Cavite
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[ LEGAL NOTICE

Notice 1s hereby given thai the estate of the late ISABEL BEDRUZ who
1985 at Silang, Cavile has been exirajudicially
sollind amoeng hor haus in a documan! antitled “Exttajudicial Selllement of the
Estate of lsabel Bediuz-Bugabuga With Sale™ under Doc. No. 418; Page No
Saries of 1094 ol Notary Public lrineo A Anarna ol Silang,

NOTICE
was [ xirajudic wmlly Selile

Sores ol 1994 ol Notary

WE FORUM

July 18, 25 & Aug 1, 1984

LEGAL NOTICE

i haroby given that the estate ol PROCESA RAMQOY DE LEON
No. 417; Page No
Public Ferdinand M Da Lecn ol Quezon Ciy

d as per Doo

71, Book No. Vil

Notice 18
pefilod among ik heirs
No 36

WE FORUM
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—

18404

LEGAL NOTICE

hereby given thal the estate of the late IGNACIO CASIPIT who
died intesiate on Docember 10, 1987 at Silang; Cavite has been extrajudicially
in a document entitled ‘Extrajudicial Settlement of the
Estate ol Ignacio Casipt With Sale® under Doc No, 332, Page No. 68, Book
Senot ol 1004 of Nolary Public Alty. ltinea A Anarna of Silang, Cavile
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GATT ISSUE

Ten times ghastlier than VAT

By MARIO P. CHANCO

INCE LATE last year, small teams of government specialists have been

moving around looking for all the world lik
settled the troubled

There's a good reason for
their state of suspended
(some say, “petrified”) ani-
mation.

They have been assigned
the thankless task of sniff-
ing out the reactions of more
than 30 million Filipino farm-
ers and farm workers 10 a
fearsome new monster called
the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).

A run-of-the-mill assign-
ment, you will say, one that
crops up every day in a
benighted bureaucracy thal
deals with habitual aplomb
in cabbages and kings, cook-
ing oil, sardines and liempo.

But what the advanced
scouts hadn't banked on
about their subject matler was
that, unlike the VAT or the
oil levy issues shot down
earlier in the year, GATT
presented a direct and im-
mediate threat not just as
direct or indirect taxes on
their livelihoods, but on the
very livelihoods of farmers
and farmworkers everywhere.

A key GATT specialist

_from the Deparunent of Trade

interviewed by a large na-
tional peasant think tank said
bluntly:

“In terms of triggering
potential public outcries or
trouble, [ would say GATT
carries ten times the explo-
sive power of the suspend-
ed VAT or the truncated
January, 1994 oil levy.

“The taxes sought to be
imposed by VAT and the oil
levy can be mitigated, made
palatable.

“But under GATT, unless
some very difficult produc-
tion, finance and infrastruc-
ture adjustments are made,
most Filipino farmers may
have 1o take up pushcart
agriculture or migrate over-
seas as domestic farm help-
ers. And Filipino consumers
may have to start importing
all their rice, corn, poultry,
vegetables, beef and fish
from abroad.”

Those misgivings cited

Republic of Haiti.
above, real though they might
be, of course represent the
negative side of the GATT
picture. In pripciple GATT’s
objectives might really bring
about freer and expanded
world trade, open global
doors toward a global free
market, force inefficient food,
textile, appliance and sundry
producers (o the wall—there-
by creating an ideal laissez
faire situation where only the
biggest and the best produc-
ers will survive.

What worries Filipino
GATT technocrats is how Lo
explain the intricacies and
complexities of GATT's
quota to their countrymen.
The Senate and the House
of Representatives have until
October within which 1o pass
Philippine participation in
GATT, which the country
signed with more than 110
nations last April. Neither
chamber of congress has yel
scheduled public hearings on
the GATT agreement. That
won’t matter much, because
they expect to be served huge
indigestible chunks of GATT
when Congress reconvenes
in a few weeks.

What truly appalls and
terrifies the GATT techno-
crats, panickedly shuttling
back and forth like opera
tenors who suddenly lost
their voices, is how Lo ex-
plain GATT to the Filipino
farmers. To the workers,
employes, cooperatives. To
the labor leaders. To the
country at large.

“Charts and diagrams and
overhead projeciors won't
work,: said a University of
the Philippines professor
currently being tapped for
service as a government
GATT interpreter.

“GATT is shot through
with so many quota provi-
sions, equivocal mechanisms
for settling trade disputes,
subsidy interpretations and
whatever, 0 cite just a few,

“One slight PHilippine
government regulatory mis-

e the original zombies who

calculation, for instance,
could allow imports of cril-
ical commodities already
produced here o come in.
The affected farmers being
essentially one-crop peasants,
they would be seriously hurt.
No infrastructure is in place
to shift them to peanuts,
alfalfa or curried carabeef.”
Another economist said:
“Oh, what a beautiful,
Almonte-type playing field
will be created in different
government departments and
offices! The specialists who
emerge will have power of
life and death over all pro-
ducers, whether agricultural,
industrial, services-oricnted
firms, investment and intel-
lectual property dealings.
They can make or break
companies and individuals
with one stroke of the pen.”
Surprisingly, for all the
lack of cogent and organized
information about GATT'S
intimate details, many farm-
ers and farm-based entrepre-
neurs are now ready to di-
alogue with the government
pall bearers. A few have cven
hired reputable technicians
here and their studies, nota-
bly those accumulated by
Survival Congress, 1991
resource people, bear the
stamp of global reputability.
They are naturally appre-
hensive, of course, about
colliding with a few Filipino
government spokespersons
alleged 1o have preconceived
notions about how and why
GATT will be good for Fil-
ipinos. They worry that the
same kind of lackadaisical
executive and legislatve re-
gard displayed during the VAT
and oil 1ax levy issues might
again resurface when GATT
comes up for discussion,
This, they say, could lead
to the creation of harsh if
not volatile confrontations.
“GATT is ten times big-
ger in destabilization polen-
tial than VAT or the oil
levy,” the peasantry repeat.
“The government — the

. entire nation — should take _

its cue from that.”

US$60-M boosts
‘Green Movement’

NEW DELHI — Ecol-
ogists have lauded the ap-
proval of a US$60-million
investment fund, which will
help upgrade technology
and expertise in India’s en-
vironmental and energy
sector.

The US$60-million fund
is being launched jointly by
L. & FS Venture Corpora-
tion of Bombay and SB
Capital International Corp.
Toronto, Canada.

Indian officials say the
fund is being backed by the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
and the Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agen-
cy.

According to Environ-
ment Minister Kamal Nath,
the new fund fits very well
with India’s national eco-
nomic and environment
strategy. He believes that
environment technology is
one of the keys o increas-
ing business productivity,
competitiveness and long-
term commercial success.

The two companions
have alrcady raise USS3
million from local Indian
sources and the World
Bank. They are eying cap-
ital markets to raise Lhe
remainder of the fund, says
Mitch Kostuch, SP Capi-
tal president.

“The fund will focus on
investments in joinl ven-
ure companies between
India and offshore firms (0
bring environmenl and
energy efficiency technol-
opies to the Indian market,”
according to a background
paper.

Environment technology
transfer to this country has
become more important and
timely in the light of a dis-
closure by India’s remote
sensing agency that some

39 districts here have lost
their forest cover complete-
ly.

The latest survey shows
that as many as 217 out of
430 districts have forest
cover between 0.1 percent
and 19 percent only.

But because of govern-
ment efforts in some areas,
the percentage of forests has
gone up to 20.5 percent.

A senior analyst in the
Environment and Foresl
Ministry reports: “The prob-
lem is that some 120 mil-
lion cattle graze in forests
and consume an estimated
240 million tons of lodder.
But forest yield is going
down. It has fallen to around
35 million tons, So there is
not enough food for cattle
and farmers, in desperation,
are cutting down trees.”

According to the 1991
forest survey of India, 19.44
percent of the country’s to-
tal geographical area is un-
der forest cover.

But environmentalists
warn that unless something

is done quickly, India may
soon lose its forests com-
pletely.

In view of this, the Na-
tional Forest Action Pro-
gram has been drawn up
in collaboration with UNDP
and UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO).

The UNDP project,
launched in September
1993, is scheduled to be
completed in two years.

The aim is to prepare
the National Forestry Pro-
gram as well as the long,
medium and short-term
perspective plans for a
National Forest Policy.

Experts say that with
UUN assistance, forests will
be safeguarded for the next
20 to 25 years. Otherwise,
the pattern of climate and
rainfall will be altered dra-
matically throughout the
vasL country.

UNDP is piving
US$716,000 for the formu-~
lation of the National For-
estry Action Plan, while the

(Page 8, please)




How It
Is Now.

Monthly Income
Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
monthly income was P29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987, #212.5 million
highest monthly income declared was P55 in 1988, 290 million in 1989, 341 million in 1990,
million. #428 million in 1991, 501 million in 1992, 604 million
in 1993 and P565 million in the first quarter of 1994.

Remiftance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In less than eight years of operation, from July

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the 1986 to March 31, 1994, the new PAGCOR has

government was $2.1 billion. already remitted a total of 23.86 billion to the
government.

Tax Privileges
PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure
PAGCOR. then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are dutifully
recorded, accounted for and audited by the
Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out

secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant 1o this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's income,
out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, the National Treasury, the National Power Corporation, the Social Fund of the President, cities
hosting the casinos, the Philippine Sports Commission, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts
and the Board of Claims. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the
substantial amount it remits to the government,PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating
arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in the past.

vAGC‘o Responding Through Responsible Gaming

& % . i .
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\\ ) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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War in the South?

N A television interview last week, the leader of a Christian vigilante
group vowed to go after the Abu Sayyaf if Fr. Cirilo Nacorda was not
released within ten days. That deadline would expire early this week.
If the threat is not aborted, this would inject an entirely new com-
plexion in what has been so far a government campaign against plain
banditry and terrorism. This could trigger the start of a bitter religious
war between Christians and Muslims in Mindanao and, in all likelihood,

would also involve other Muslim fundamentalist countries like Libya and

Pakistan where many MNLF military commanders, including those who
broke away to form the Abu Sayyaf, have had the most rigorous training
in guerrilla tactics and warfare.

Religious wars are persistent and pernicious; they defy time and
circumstance and just go on and on. The two world wars of this century
did not last four years each, but the religious wars recorded in history
lasted centuries. The Crusades endured for more than 400 years and resulted
in the destruction of the Byzantine empire and civilization and effected
in consequence a pattern of intolerance that paved the way for the per-
secution of Jews, Muslims and Orthodox Christians in Western Europe.
For a time, Muslims Turks and Greek Orthodoxy were battling for su-
premacy in the tiny island of Cyprus, as in Bangladesh and Lebanon.
Catholic and Protestant Christians are shedding blood the past several
years in sporadic skirmishes in the United Kingdom. The 30-year war that
racked Central Europe had its roots in religious bigotry and cupidity,
Spain had to wage a war of attrition for centuries to drive the Moors from
their fabled kingdom of Granada. In dismembered Yugoslavia today, the
political aspect of the conflict had been over-shadowed by the imaginary
dividing line that separates Christians and Muslims.

At the moment, the Christian vigilante group is 1500-man strong and
they are out to avenge the brutal killing of 15 non-Muslim teachers and
civilians early last month, and rescue the kidnapped priest in the process.
If they are not stopped in time, the blood-letting would definitely escalate.

Basilan Bishop Querexeta has proposed a sensible solution which the
government should adopt immediately. He wants the armed vigilantes to
be absorbed in the military to dissimulate the religious gloss that their
entry into the conflict would delineate. The government should not entirely
entrust the present state of armed hostility to its generals who may at
times have no idea if the Abu Sayyaf is coming or going. One has only
.to review the conduct of the military campaign in the last few weeks to
be convinced that war is never won by the generals. As one wag puts it,
the world’s armies are run by sergeants.

This development in the South poses the gravest threat to the coun-
try’s push towards economic recovery. After the plaudits from the foreign
press and the 4.8 percent economic growth rate, the administration has
been quite happy with itself and basking in the limelight of its accom-
plishments. It might prove short-lived.

Moves toward peace

ess than a vear after the peace forged with Palestine, Israel has made

another historic journey towards peace in the turbulent Middle East,

In a meeting in Washington, Jordan’s King Hussein and Israeli Pre-
miere Yitzhak Rabin shook hands to signify the end of the 46-year-old hos-
tilities between their countries and pursue the road to lasting peace and friend-
ship.

The document jointly signed by the two former enemies did not mince
words. It declared that “the state of belligerency between Jordan and
Israel has been terminated” and that “the two countries recognize their
right and obligation to live in peace with each other as well as with all
states within secure and recognized boundaries.” The agreement conjures
comfortable memories of the Palestine-Israel peace treaty last September.

Despite Rwanda and Bosnia, nations are yet moving towards the
attainment of peace in our time. The whole civilized world hopes that its
leaders will always divinely guided in its continuing search.

C'mon, Jove | Make
up Your miad ond

beat the deadline !

Reprise:
BECAUSE MANY months have alrcady
clapsed since Sen. E(a)ming Maceda deliv-
ered that privilege speech and sang the
beautiful song entitled “Taxman from
Asingan.” I guess it's high time we had a
reprise. These days are just the most appro-
priate time. thanks to VAT,

It’s the song, not the singer. After all,
Maceda is no Frank Sinatra. No way.

Yes, the song. The very title thymes with
gun, as in machinegun, an instrument of
death with which General Eddie Boy Ra-
mos is very familiar.

The gun was furnished by — what else?
— the IMF, while the bullets (according 10
newsreports) come from GATT (General
Agreement on Tariff and Trade), another
Caucasian invention.

Like his cousin and erstwhile boss Marcos,
and his “anointer” Cory Baby, Eddie Boy
is a loyal foot soldier of IMF. Thus, when
IMF tells Eddie Boy to impose additional
onerous taxes on you and me, he obeys
without question. You see, IMF is a god to
the likes of Eddic Boy, and so the latter
must emulate the biblical patriarch Abraham,
who followed God's order to sacrifice his
only legitimate son Isaac without a mur-
mur. God, of course, rewarded Abraham for
his obedience. In like manner, IMF will amply
reward Eddie Boy for VAT.

That is, if* the Supreme Court says the
VAT law is constitutional. If it says other-
wise, IMF may have second thoughts.

‘Taxman from Asingan’

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

The initials IMF und CIA may not thyme
as taxman and Asingan do, but don’t ever
say IMF and CIA aren’t relatives. Bloody
relatives.

ok

As I’ve said in this space, it’s our
misfortune not to have a President with
balls to stand up against IMF, WB and,
now, GATT.

Why, our incumbent President can’t
even stand up before his Indonesian coun-
terpart over such a simple matter as the
recent APCET conference! And to think
that Eddie Boy’s a West Pointer!

I think I'm right, after all, in calling
him Eddie Boy. He has been acting like
one, really,

W

So Rep. Ronaldo Zamora of Mandaluyong
and San Juan is returning to LDP (Laban
kuno, ng Demokratikong Pilipino) after
basking under the benelicent sun of Lakas-

(Page 8, please)

WEMBER

PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE




l 8 We Forum

AUGUST 1-7, 1994 |

e ———

Is FVR building up Misuari?

THE CITY of lloilo spent hundreds of
thousands of good money to construct the
overpass between the Provincial Capitol and
the Hall of Justice. The concept was (o let
pedestrians who have business at the Hall of
Justice use the overpass and not obstruct the
supposed flow of traffic in the vicinity.
Unfortunately very few pedestrians bother 1o
use the Malabor miniature skyway which many
people consider inconvenient. So the over-
pass is almost a white ¢lephant and the funny
thing is — now the city authorities have
designated a pedestrian lane fronting the Hall
of Justice which has rendered the Malabor
skyway more inutile.

Speaking about the Hall of Justice, I am
sure many llongos have already noticed the
giant cracks inside the P100 million worth of
edifice which now appears improperly con-
structed. Why was the building improperly
constructed; who was the contractor who must
have made giant “killings" in profits? Who
awarded the contract? These are relevant
questions. In fact a building this high should
have elevators and | was told that in the design
of this building, elevators were included but
when it was finished not a single elevator or
even just an escalator was placed.

Which reminds me of the comment of
officials of the IMF-WB who said that Fil-
ipino government officials are very much more
concemed with infrastructures than livelihood
programs. Why?

The answer is simple: in livelihood projects,
not much money is involved but in infra-
structures so much money is always involved.
Siempre, when there is plenty of cash, there
will also be plenty of “cash-sunduan.”

The City of Manila, with more than Pl

billion in income annually, cannot even re- *

pair its clevators notwithstanding a city or-
dinance which requires buildings of more
than three stories to have elevators. 1 pity
the older judges and Fiscals and litigants
who have to climb five flights of stairs to
attend 1o their cases. And just remember
that the City of Manila is not a modern
structure and the heights between floors are
quite high. No wonder some RTC judges
are already cranky by the time they reach
their 5th floor salas for their daily hear-
ings. Maybe Mayor Lim does not bother (o
look into this situation kasi his office is
just at the 2nd floor so reporting to work
is not a hassle like those who have to climb
up to the 4th or 5th floors.

Speaking of politics in Manila, is it true
that former FL Imelda Marcos is eying the
mayorship next year? If true, Mayor Lim
will have a big fight in his bid for reelec-
tion.

whkhk

Is President FVR building up Nur
Misuari politically? First he asked the MNLF
chieftain to run for public office next year.
Then it was headlined just a few days back
that he may meet Misuari when Misuari
comes to Manila. The late FM was able to
isolute Misuari to almost a non-entity until
Cory Aquino raised his status to a respect-
able figure. Now FVR seems to be follow-
ing Aquino’s footsteps in giving the MNLF
Chief national prominence and status. Why
should FVR meet with Nur, protocol-wise,
equal na ba sila? And can you imagine that
Misuari can now demand security protec-
tion from the government like a visiting
Chief of State?

TS

Cory Aquino sits in the National Secu-
rity Council. Of course as a lormer Pres-
ident, she has to be invited. But can she
contribute anything of substance during the
NSC discussions of local and world devel-

.

IN MY CORNER..

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

opments?
(L L L

Somebody I met at the Makati Court
building last April 22 had a rather apt
description of our newspapers. He calls the
newspapers “terror sheets.” Then a prom-
inent lawyer named Atty. Angel Cruz re-
torted: “Bakit naman?” Answer: “Eh kasi
lahat ng istorya sa mga newspapers kung
hindi ambush, kidnapping, hold-ups,
carnappings, rape, murder, barilan ng mga
pulis, extortions sa pier, nakawan sa Cus-
toms, o di kaya graft and corruption at kung
anu-ano pa. Even in the society pages will
turn you off because of the profligacy of
the rich and the infamous na walang ginawa
kung hindi ipasikat ang kanilang yaman
samantalang naghihirap ang bayan.’ Food
for thought, ano?

BERLIN — Films and the cinema will be
100 years old in 1995. There is no exact date
for when they began, but they date back to
1895 in Paris, New York and Berlin.

In the Grand Cafe at the comer of Bou-
levard de Capucies and Rue Scribe in Paris,
or to be more precise in the basement bar
below it, the world’s first cinema screening
took place on December 28, 1895 to an
audience of only 35 people. On March 25 of
that year the brothers Luis and Augusic
Lumiere, whose father Antoine operated a small
factory for photographic equipment in the city,
demonstrated their new invention tot he Societe
d'Encouragement a Industrie Nationale. [t was
a 17 metre-long series of pictures which with
jerky movements showed workers leaving their
father's factory.

So the “film,” if one disregards forerun-
ners, will be 100 years old in 1995. Unesco
will virtually verify the centenary with an
international appeal which will point out that
film works of art which are threatened by
decay and loss need the same protection as
other cultural monuments. The film has many

Film sound techniques

100 years of films

began
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railway station scene, lhe
removal of a stone wall, a
passing horse and cart and,
as the main attraction, the
short {ilm “The Bewildered
Lawn Sprinkler” (L arroscur
arose). Iis action: a boy
stands on a gardener’s hose,
stopping the flow of water,
The gardener looks for the
cause of the problem and
gets soaked. The poor umup
for the first screening was
more than made up for in
the following months. Some
2,000 people came daily, and

1895 and 1896. (IN-Press/dpa)

invenlors.
The Paris cinema audience in 1895 saw a

ZOOPALAST CINEMA IN BERLIN: The International
Film Festival in Berlin is part of the history of the German
film. The first “picture series” were shown to the public
in Berlin, for example in the “Berliner Wintergarten,” in

shows were also given later
in London, Berlin (April 30,
1896) and New York. What
was sensational was the life-
reality of the films that had
hardly been achieved before.
There had never been any-
thing like it. It is true that Edison in America
had developed his “Kinetoscope,” which

US$60-M boosts .

central government has given a grant of 6.5
million rupees (US$207,336) to various states.

An important subject for experts is de-
sertification.

A FAOQO-assisted research institute —
Jodhpur Arid Zone Research Institute — has
already done a great deal of investigation
into the problem of the Thar desert. Experts
claim that the desert is no longer advancing
due Lo a series of tree belts devised by the
institute.

Experts warn that the desertification
problem will be a serious one in coming
years with the tapping of groundwater on

e (From page 5)

a large scale by increasing use of tubewells,

Orissa, one of the most backward East-
ern states, has no more forests. There are
three districts of Kalahandi, Koraput and
Bolangir where millions of people live below
the poverty line.

The Agriculture Ministry has launched
the national watershed development project
for rainfed areas.

As officials explain, this project has given
new hope that the cycle of drought and [loods
can be arrested.

Some 11,000 million rupees (US$350 .88
million) have been set aside for projects all

over the country over the next three or four
years.,

The first priority is lo conserve rainwa-
ter and soil. At the same time, agro-lorestry
and horticulture development have been inte-
grated into the project.

Agriculture Secretary J.C. Pant is, howey-
er, optimistic. He says: “In the next Five-Year
Plan, with more funds, areas contiguous Lo the
green patches can be taken up. In 20 to 25
years, we will be able to cover the entire 161
million hectares of the country.”

The National Watershed Development
Project for Rainfed Areas is a well-conceived
program. What is needed is commitment and
sustained implementation. (DEPTHnews)

in Berlin

screened 46 pictures per second that people
looked at through a kind of peep-show hox.
Edison's first scenes in 1894 had been Maria
Stuart's execution. He had also “filmed™ a
kiss between Broadway stars Mav Irvin and
John Rice which was scen as a scandal’and
resulted in kisses being banned from US
cinemas until 1911. At the end of 1893
Edison already had 100 orders for his
“Kinetoscope.”

The Lumiere brothers were able to Lrans-
form their equipment into a projeciion appa-
ratus one year later. Edison’s triumph in the
cinema sector was based on the fact that he
registered the copyright for an “optical pho-
nograph” with the US patent authorities as
early as 1888. That was an apparatus for
viewing photographs which were wrapped
around a glass cylinder and ran in fast se-
quence.

From the beginning, attempts had been made
to bring sound to films, whereby the pioncers
tried to synchronize records playing songs or
stage scripts with the movements of on-screen
singers and actors. Such shows were given
in about 1900 in the USA and France, and
again it was a Frenchman, this time with British
citizenship, who patented a “sound film pro-
cess" in 1906, This was an electro-diamag-

(Page 11, please)

Max NOBLE

NUCD of Eddie Boy and Raul Manglapus
(no truth to the rumor that it's now spelled
ManglUpus).

Nol news, really. Zamora’'s is just being
true to his character. Just like his bosom
friends, Sen. Neptali Gonzales and Mayor
Benjamin Abalos.

Thanks, Tali’s quitting politics after his
second Senate term. No thanks, Abalos is
not yet giving up.

(From page 7)
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Wanted:

Better

family planning,
health services

NEW YORK — Aboul
one out of every five preg-
nancies in the developing
world is unwanted.

This situation has to be
reversed so that in the years
to come every human being
born is a wanted child.

To achieve this goal, the
international community must
devote itself to the task of
providing universal access 10
family planning and repro-
ductive health services.

The two other goals high-
lighted in the draft Program
of Action of the 1994 Inler
national Conference on Pop
ulation and Development
(1ICPD), which will be held
in September in Cairo. Egypt.
are the provision of educa-
tion, especially for girls, and
the reduction of infant, child
and maternal deaths.

The draft says that the
estimated 50 million abor-
tions that occur every year
— many of them unsafe —
show the large unmet demand
for more and betler family
planning services.

The document notes tha
despite the five-fold increase
in contraceptive usc in de-
veloping countries, still some
120 million women who warnl
to avoid pregnancies or limn-
it the number of their chil-
dren do not have access to
family planning services.

These services are
available in many countries
like most of sub-Saharan
Africa. In these
contraceptive use is below
15 percent and women bear
an average ol Six or more
children,

Bul in places where ac-
cess (o family planning 1§
almost universal like Europe,
North America and much ol

naot

nations,

East Asia, contraceplive use
is between 65 and 80 per-
cenl and average family size
is two children per couple,

The proposed action pro-
gram suggests that countries
should identify and remove
by year 2005
barriers to the increased
utilization of family planning
and related reproductive

remaining

health ¢are services by both
men and women.

To do this, it urges polit-
jcal and community leaders
to play a strong, sustmned
and highly visible role in
promoting and legiimizing
and practice ol Tanuly plan
ning,

The dralt asks leaders and
legisiators to translate their
public support for tamily
planning into adequate allo-
cations of budgetary, human
and administrative resourc-
Ccs

Another way 10

harriers Lo

remove
lamily planning
1510

increase the ability of
women o make Iree and
independent decisions about
conuaceptive use. the paper
Says.

Thus, one ol the princi-
ples emphasized in the doc-
umient 1s equal rights between
men and women Lo partici-
pate lully in policy and
decision-making.

Family planning must aim
1o establish the widest pos-
sible freedom of choice in
matlers of procreation, the
paper declares. It added that
coercion in form
whether physical, economic
or psychological — in fam-
ily planning programs, vio-
lates human rights. It can
never be acceptable.

[ women's choice in the
number of children they want
(o have is given sulficient
support, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (LUINICEF)
foresees a reduction ol one-
thirdd in population growth,
or about one billion lesser

any

people in 35 years.

The proposed Program ol
Action stresses that both men
and women have Lo partic
ipate tully in all aspecis ol
productive and reproductive
lile, including sharmg respon-
sibilities for the care and
nurturing of the children and
maintaining the household.

It says that improving the
status of women will enhiance
their decision-making ciapac-
ity in vital areas, especially
in the area of reproduction.

This means women must

Phote)

Ceremonial Hall last week.

PEACE PANEL HEAD: President Ramos swears in retired Major General and former Ambassador Fortunato
Abat, newlv-appointed head of the government peace panel negotiating with military rebels at Malacanang’s
Also in photo are (from left (Presidential Adyiser on the Peace Process Manuel
Yan. Executive Secretary Teofisto Guingona, Jr. and members of Ambassador Abat’s family. (Malacanang

have equal access Lo educa-
tion. health care and family
planning, jobs, credit and
extensive services.

Significant changes have
occurred in the roles and
status of women i many
countries, the draft Confer-
ence action plan points out.

Aside from gains in ed-
ucation, it observes Lhal
women have been entering
the labor force in record
numbers, and that in many
nations, their monetary in-
comes are an important, and,
at times, the only source of
support for families.

According Lo the State of
World Population 1994, one
indicator of women’'s status
i1s the percentage of females
age 15 and over who are
cconomically active.

The report says the rates
ol female participation in
economic activity are high
in many paris of the world.

FFor instance, one-fourth to
three-fourths of women in
East Africa are economical-
ly active,

And yet, women in the
formal labor force often hold
low-skilled and low-paying
jobs hecause of sex discrim-
ination,

Discrimination in educa-

tion is also still prevalent
although women’s access Lo
it has increased significant-
ly in the past 20 ycars.

The World Population
Monitoring 1991 ol the
United Nations revealed
that about two-thirds ol
the 948 million illilerate
adults 97
percent of whom are in
the developing world.

Countries should strive (o
give priority atlention to the
nutrition and health needs of
young women by focusing
on all efforts o promote safe
motherhood and helping them
delay their first pregnancy,
it adds.

According to the same
document, deaths related to
pregnancy and child birth are
among the leading causes of
mortality for women of re-

are womern,

productive age in develop-
ing nations

It calls on governments,
with the support of the in-
ternational community, to
give the highest priority to
the prevention of unwianted
pregnancies und to make all
attempts Lo eliminate the need
for abortion.

Perhaps if commitments
are converted into action,
the whole world could do

its share in preventing the
death of one woman cvery
minute everyday due lo

complications related to
pregnancy or childbirth.
(DEPTHnews)

Dr; JULY 993, MORE THAN
300 FiLIPING WOMEN
WORKING AS POMESTIC
HELFERS N KUWAIT WENT
HOME, MOST OF THEM ;
PENNILESS OR. SUFEERING

FROM EMOTIONAL
PHYSICAL WOUNDS
v
/HEIR TALES OF WCE
AND EXALOITATION ARE

ECHOED 8y O

AND

WOoMER FARO

CEVE LOPING <OV

ASIA AFRICA AND

AMER 1 CA

®lr s orren’ assumen
THAT M

MEN , “SAYS THE VN Poel
LATION FUND,
WIOMEA] MAKE
HALF ¢

N REALITY
‘ui‘ AJEARLY
NTERMNATION =

AL MIGRANT PoPULATION. D
1

' (MITED JOBS AT HOME ,
ALONGE WITH LOWER. EDUVCA
TioN AND LOWER STATUS
ARE FORCING MORE AND
MORE WOMEN TO MIGRATE
WHE THER. WiTHIN THEIR. Owh

THE

COUNTRY OR T OTHER. COUNTRIES
JLDEFTHnewsl

&END MORE THAN THE
MEN, WOMEN MIGRALITS ARE
VULNERAALE TO SEXUAL ABJSE
AND PHYSICAL VIOLENCE | THEY
TOC, GET LOWER PAY THAN
THE MEN.

HERES NO EXCUSE
FOR FOLICYMAKERS, IN
BoTH SENDING AND RECEIV-
ING COUNTRIES, TO IGNORE
THE PLIGHT OF MIGRANT
WOMEN WORKERS,
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Poverty in W. Visayas is decades old

By MANUEL TAMAYO

LOILO CITY — Western Visavas faces a tall order: raise the standard

of living in the area in order 1o erase its image as (he region with the

second highest incidence of poverty m Lhe country

Sixty-one pere nt o
the

POvETLY

families in
below the
P2,654 monthly incom
1988, according (o the
nonal Statistics Office (N

Western Visayas has heen
among the poorest of the poor
regions for years as statisiics
show the 1ncidence ol pover
ty stood at 73 pereent in the
first half of the eighties. This
shows that poverly has pel
sisted for decades

“Poverly has led 1o a host
of social and economic prol
lems,” said the Department ol
Agriculture in
NSO figures, Os

list of the

assessimg e
lop of Lhe
social and cconomic
ills 1s malnunton bordering
an slarvation

Hard-hit are children sul
fering from poor and little
food, Stunted mental and
physical growth s prevaleni
nourish

among children as

ment lacks bone-building and

RP educational . ..

Lawyer Ulan Sarmiento
counsel [or the Coordinating
Council for
al Associalions, the umbrella

‘nivate Educalion

orgamzation of [ive privat
school groups in the country
said they have no problen
with the government's new
policy of having an additio
al year for high school st
dents because they see
a long overdue issue,

“We re
years in basic o

lly need more
& .tl:n[.,“ he
siressed

“The present school sys-
tem f{ails (o deliver its prom
1sed services and (o meet
expectations nol so much lor
lack of
lack of a way of honestly

assessing and updating cach

another year, but for

veur level beginning with the
actions ol government offi
heads ol schools,

cials and

their administrations and fac

-
Film sound
netic recording apparatus, The
*Shell Book of Firsts,” how
ever, notes correctly that the
first sound [ilm process thal
dispensed with a gramophone
and recorded pictures and
sound on Lthe same sirip ol
film was presented in Ber
lin on February 26, 1921 by
the Germans Hans Vogt,
Joseph Masolle and Joseph
Engl. Actress Friedel Hintze

g prateyn from
i

I'his problem

young 18 serious. Tweniy-lwo

|

Peret il 0L Pre-54 || 18] 114

s¢hool \pe clnldren sulle

Crnerg) malnuleiliog

sk memory and poor com
prehension  charocterizan
stunted children are lealu

ol school f-n;u-_:l.|:1||||-.

Malnutrifion

habyes bom are o
while still an
Most infanlt

I:li\ril‘\'|'. arc 1TIIn -]i:ll'.

breastiecding can be risky to

child, worsening
health

Indigents just stare at supple

mother and
their anemis -ridden
ments evaparated and

ulties, Have not our lawmak

ers: and ;H'!.’Inl.l.‘:\ interlered
with educatiwenal policies so
(ten?” asks educator Jose Ma
ores of Guihulngan, Negros
Unental
“Instead  of
selves into spending untold

millions on a [ifth year of high

rushing our

school — which the govern-
ment nsists our children need
pronto — we should be look-
ing into alternatives that might
Lhe
much less.” the editorial of
TODAY , one ol the country's

leading newspapers, said

achieve same results lor

One of the alternalives the
TODAY editonal suggested 1s
e imp[:.!\'vlm:nl al the rain-
ing of teachers
the quality ol education where
it counts the most: al the very
source,”

“to upgrade

The editonial explamed: No

one necds a blackboard to

e « o (From page8)

“Salv ein Knab ein,
Roslein steh'n” (literally; A
lad saw @ rose standing) from
Goethe., The the
invention was an amplifier
with electron tubes, a record
ing device with a light ‘gen-

recited

busis ol

erated by glow discharge and
an electrostatic loudspeaker,
Vogt had theoretically solved
the problem of film sound
in 1918, as he noted in his

powdered milk il slores

Western Vasavas, [ormed

Aklan, Antique. Capiz,
idental,

province ol

i Negros Oce

the gl

Crurmaras. 18 tecming with

1000 LI

P, aquamarine caleh-

¢s, commercial crops and

pouliry products.

Despite such ubundance, rural
households wallow m poverty.,
weeording o the department s

vas Apgnculiural

producer
"]
it af the

1

otal autpul ol Lhe

s 1he Tood how]

ranking sec

ond n nce oulpul
I | O82.000 n
12.62

production

amounung
1ons
annually, of

the

pereent of
national
Sealood catches and aguac-
ulture products are plentiful
Yearly hauls reach 340,200

(From page 12)

kids
English,
their

l1gure out 1l our are
speaking “carabao’
il s because

too. Or 1t

largely
teachers do. may
he (hat the teachers know theit
stull, but don't know how to
get it across Lo young, absor
bent minds.™

Meanwhile. Filipino col
umnist Bambi L. Harper urg-
e¢s the government (o give
education the first priorily on
the national agenda

“(Education should be)
ahead of the foreign debt,
ahead of the military, and
certainly
campaigns with their exorbi-

ahead ol electoral
Lant costs and empty promis
es, Ms. Harper wrote in her
Philippine Daily
column.

Ingquirer

If there 1s no l(uture, what
dilference does the debt, in-
ternal or external, make?! she
asked, (DEPTHnews)

diary: on the basis of the
photo-electric cell. The three
inventors showed the public
the [iest “talking™ film. which
also portrayed action, at the
Alhambra Cinema in Berlin
on September 17, 1922, It
had the title "*Piefke’s Birth
day.”

Today there aboult
4,000 cimemas in Germany

are

In 1993, after a downswing
of 11 years, the total of 124.7
million tickets sold reached

[

*

POORES'T

metrie tons or 1593 percent
0ol e

couniry s al oulput,

giving 1l region the third
rung on the produchion tad
der: Big export receipts come
from prawis and other hgh
[v-prized pond products
Illl-

number al carabaos

Isitstill...

Evidence of such priority
is-not lacking in the number
of natives who have not re
ceived a high school or col
lege diploma on account of
their parents’ preference for
spending on canao rather than
on tuitton lees. There are also
cases where lives could have
been saved had they been
brought to the hospital instead
of having them attended (o
by the village shaman.

In some barangays. even
death wakes put on the am-
bience ol a
ing the
sacriliced and the

canao consider-
number of animals
drove of
visitors fed three limes a day
for the duration ol the wake
Often, the deceased’s house
becomes a “board and lodg-
ing” place, especiully for

Iriends and relations who
come from distant places. The
same holds true lor (he canao
again the higures for 1982 and
put about DM 1.2

box office cash registers. The

billion in

trend is upward, The share of
German [ilms
certainly shrunk, while that
of US productions has grown
lo B2.R percent, as the um

shown has

brella organization of the
German Dlm industry (SPIO)
reporied. Bui new German
productions are planned for
(ilm and Mean-
while, there are cooperation

television,

OF THE POOR: Living with them.

rose (o

percent Ob LIS i i

Output nereases 0.93
percent annualiv, 1n contrast
the
declining

Chicken is

[ood production. i

with national trend ol
herds

a standout an
Iustrial

(From page 12)

where some persons tak
Lhe
of the host and the lavish flow
ol Tood and drinks

Dr. Somiz M

]‘[()I.l'.\\t‘F ol

advantage ol geNerosity

Celino; n
Benguel ‘State
Umiversity, has writlen about
a typical extravagant death
wake in Bokod, her

town, According to her, dur

lll‘[l]{,'-

ing the second day Known as
bangon (aw .H.ulii:‘g )y Lhe Lam
ily members confer on the
number and kind of livestock
and poultry (o be butchered,
the rice bundles needed, and
the baskets of camote and gaby
he cooked

and blankets
the deceased are included in
the anventory and are

or taro 1o

Clothes for
COm
pulsorily provided by imme
diate members of the family.
From the third to the minth
the wake,

L'nli\i\lill_‘__' ol MES. horses and

day ol antmals

carabaos are [easted on by the
people who usually come with

their Families in tow, Thus,

the atmosphere becomes one
rather than a

ol a lestive

somber mood.
IPerez and Celino are one
in saying, however, that the

canao, particularly the peshit

conltracts between the famous
Babelsberg studio near Ber-
lin and Hollywood film
groups. (EEberhard Nitschke/
INTER NATIONES)

chicke

| creased
pul 1o 6,51 head. This
accounts for 10.99 percent of
The
[ow

|
1
13

1wl
b L0

the averall production
third 1n
production among the
(DEPTHnews)

region ranks

reglons

or rich man's canao, 1s rare
ly performed today owing lo
cconomic crunch besel:
both rich and poor.
perform  the
canao reluclantly are lorced

Lhe
Lng
Natives who
lo do so because ol preéssure
from “mentors” whose stan-
dard line ol reasoning 15 thal
if the canao is not |‘(.'{|.'\Jrri|m.-.:.
the spirits and deities are
offended and retaliate by in-
flicting all kinds of misfor-
tune, such as a poor harvest,
sickness and even death
Lately, some Ibaloys have
introduced modifications in
the canao to suil their finan-
For instance,

such as

cral resources.
dishes noodles or
pancil and pising or boiled
gabi stalks, are used 1o aug-
When
limes were better, generous
chunks ol
vegetubles and seasoning were

ment meat servings,

boiled meat sans

served al canaos

I'he canao cannot be dis
carded totally and overniight
since it is part of the peo-
ple's culture. However, steps
in the right and pragmatic
direction have been taken to
minimize expenses incurred
in its performance.

Canaos or fiestas for that
matter will nol in any way
contribute to making the Phil-
ippines a NIC by year 2000
il people persist in holding
them. Rather, the canao will
allow poverly to continue
rearing its ugly head among
the people. (DEPTHnews)
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RP educational system relevant”
ranks 10th in Asia

By HENRYLITO D.

ANILA — The Philippines has to improve

its educational system if it aims to join

the “tiger economies™ in Asia by (he year
2000.

The term “tiger economies” refers to the four

TACIO

newly-industrialized countries (NICs) in the A Sid-
Pacilic region: Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea
and Taiwan. Japan is sometimes dubbed as the
head of the “tiger economies.”

“The Philippines has a lot
of catching up to do if it is
to move oul of the tail-end
position in education stand-
ing among Asian nations,”
says a government report.

Comparative cducation
statistics for the members ol
the Association ol Southeast
Asian Nauons (ASEAN)
show the Philippines in Lhe
last spot.

The ranking 1$ as follows:
Singapore (first),
(second), Malaysia
Thailand (fourth)
(fifth),
(sixth).

The comparative statsucs
1993 World
Education R\'[Hl!lll\‘]a_'.!\\'\! hy
the Untted

frunes
(third),
Indonesia

and the Philippines

come (rom the

Nations kEduca-

tional, Scientitie and Cultoral

Organization (UNESCO).
The UNESCQ based 11s

ranking on the

paper ;:uhi[\]'u;]' Napoleon G
Rama
education, He

number ol

years of basic that the
more educated cilizens are,

capita GNP (gross . Lhe

explamed
school entry age, population
and per
national product) on PPP

faster the country's

growth is;, and the more
1} » " N
LN ¢economy

Honge

South Korea and

(people purchasing power).  prosperous

"Aller

SHIgapore,

Among the 17 selected Japan, Kong
competitive East Asia
UNESCO report

listed the Philippines tn the

o Ccoaurl

trics, the Taiwan marched one aller

another into’ the selegce ¢lub
tenth place ahead of of South Bast As
Pakistan,

Viewam,

barely ian legers,

China Laos, Cam- The common denominaros

hodia, Buangladesh  was excellent siandards ol

and Indja, education, a4 no

1I0NSCNSe
Experts blamed education  education
The UNESCO rej
that Asian
countries, the 'hilippines 18
only
schoolchildren are required

sysiem,” he smd.

as one of the main reasons WO NOL-

why the Philippines lags in  ed among 1he
terms of economic develop-
ment compared with other the where
ASEAN members.

“We
that the countries with the
highest standard of education
were the first to become
economic tigers in our area,” vy
pointed out Filipino news-

country
l[ook around and see only 10 years ol basic edu-
cation (elementary and high
school).

In the ASEAN region, 13
:ars of basic education 1s
required ol children in Sin

RP EDUCATION: Needs improvement,

gapore, Brunei and Maliy lass

sig. Both

donesia compel 12 years ol

Frequen! suspensions

Thailand and In-  due 1o natural calanuties like
typhoons and tlooeds make the

education. school calendar even short-

Ching

basic

imposes 11 years

al basic schooling. The rest “The knowledge expl

of the Asian countries require 5101 il-.‘\'\."\‘-”.llL"' IMOre Ciis

12 to 13 vears of basic hours,” he said, especlally

that the

oin the NICs

cclucation., 10 W vernmernt
HMing Lo

2000,

l'o upgrade the quahty and

siundurds ol Plnhippine ¢du

VOl

cation. the House ol Kepre The House of Repres

tatives also passed House

No., 11120

sentatives passed House Bill
Ny, 1] 104

wliich extends the which Towers |

school calendar tor elemen whnission age in Grade | (e

tary and high school to not 1% years. Until this year, the

more than 220 days. Philippines is the only coun

Escudero ITY in the Fegion A where school
I11, chawrman ol the
Commitee on education. said

Rep. Salvador

House entry is seven years old. In
other neighboring countries,
the conunuing deterioration is six

entry age years old,

in the quality of education For its part, the Depart
ment of Education, Culture
and Sports (DECS) bats for
an extra year in high school.
1996.

please)

in the counuy made them 1o
approve the bill.
According to Escudero,
the Philippines has the short-
est school calendar in Asia.

which will start in
(Page 11,

By EMMA BABAN KEITH

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET — The canao is 1o Benguet
as the moriones is 1o Marinduque, the ati-atthan Lo Aklan
and sinnlog to Cebu, or fcasts of
sorts, celebrated with much interest and fanfare.

They

Although these folk celebrations are of social signifi-

They are all festivals,
are also oflen expensive.

cance, and of great fun o the participants, some people in

Benguet wants some of its
ethnic social and cultural

practices junked for good

C ANCTCASINE Iy i]l.‘f"~.ll' nune the relevance ol the

ite cconomic effect on the lives ol the
1§ mountiamn

Perez,

i'lll‘\ nce

authority on dengucl

[baloy cul-

wriles that "the keh (o I Canao 1s a __-‘L'!ul'i.i| Lermi

s1. On such occasio lilas or rituals that are base

SPeCilIC purpse o ibed canao make Lt

tual ceremonies mambinong, the

nauve |lii','_\i Of tE2I0OUS rluals are ..'I'\'L‘r-

wable from and indispensable in 4 canao, s 1s because

almost all Christian or pagan Ibaloys believe strongly in

the spirits

Peres adds. “The simp cquires ot least the

hering of & pig, the making 0 ir ol fafey Oor Tice

wine and the cooking ol ¢i ind rice.

Ihe bigger

CANND Tequires the butchering NES, COA wrahRos an
horses, their number depen

preseriped by the nauve pri

I'he Ibaloys and Kankana iolinguisSLc
gToups :-.'l

thanking

received:

Benguet, perform canaos for various reasons:

a pod. a goddess, or an anito (spirtt) for & favor

an outlet for rejoicing over a bountiful harvest,

as o way of showing off one's wealth and of upholding

yne's social standing i the communily or 1o haonor the

unitos for their role in restoring an ailing person Lo health.

During a canao. the mambunong is the pre-eminent figure

e recites the bunone (pravers). Without his presence,

sable to the canao cannot be nerformed

nd non-religious functionaries are the

penerdlly participate in and supervise

outside of the rituals such as the dancimg ol

tavao or-estival dance. and the chanting ol the ba-diw,

ong with houghls: o ;-.l'|||i|] IS :-I|||i-tr‘('|l on the L-]h‘l. h_\

he chanter choral relran

followed by a

Advocates ol the canao say that 16 provides an oppor:
Jh'\'_\ are
community

with a temporary catharsis from their problems by way of

Lunilv Jor
.Elln_'k K4}

friendships
add that the

renewing i Kinship ties

feast also provides the

the dances, songs and fellowship.

On the negative side, however. are the ill-effects in terms

of wastage of money and time. Money that can go & long

way in educating a child, paving hospital bills, or putting
up a livelihood project to augment the family income are
needlessly spent on the canao.

(Pagel2 please)
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