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0[ ASla AWARD: President Ramos awards the Distinguished Service Star to Lt. Col. Cesar Tiongson of the Sth Infantry Division during the
97th anniversary of the Philippine Army in Fort Bonifacio, Makati last March 22. Tiongson was cited for his outstanding and meritorious

service as commander of the 17th Infantry Battalion from 1990 to 1993. Assisting the President is Lt. Gen. Arturo Enrile, commanding
general of the Philippine Army. (Malacaiiang Photo)
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amos govt’s addiction
to foreign loans hit

By ERIC S. GIRON

HE RAMOS government manifested its addiction to chronic borrowing
as it sought to make up for its enormous fiscal deficit by forging an
“exit program’ with the International Monetary Fund which offers $650

million standby credit, $2 billion

from the World Bank, Japan

and  the

European Union under the Philippine Assistance Program, and $1 billion in
restructured debts from the Paris Club over a three-year period.

Senate  Minority Leader
Wigberto Taiada saw no exil
from the IMF in the admin-
istration’s increased borrow-
ing. particularly. for the
bloated 1995 national bud-
get of P439.3 billion. A big
share of it will go into debt
servicing. Thus expenditure
on pre uclive activities will
be restricted. Tanada said.

A parallel was drawn
between the current visil
of World Bank President
Lewis Preston with that of
WB  President  Roberl
McNamara in the 1970°s
when the Marcos govern-
ment went on & borrowing
spree that led to a severe
crisis. The World Bank is
willing to lend $500 million
to $700 million without the
IMF's “good housekeeping
seal.”

“Why should we borrow
at all when we don’t need
to borrow?” was the ratio-
nale posed by Senale Ma-
jority Leader  Alberto
Romulo. one-time budget
minister of President Corazon
C. Aquino. His view was
shared by Leonor Briones of
from Debl
Coalition and former presi-
dential candidate Miriam D.
Santiago.

Romulo said linance and
monetary officials cause the
borrowing binge so that the
national government is made
to assume debts which it
should not like behest loans
of the former Central Bank.
Widening the delicit increas-
es the pressure on the gov-
ernment’s revenue-generatng
program which forces it to
take the easy way oul by

the Freedom

borrowing. Romulo said.

Briones criticized the “in-
temperate zeal of  Ramos
olTicials in using the'coun-
try’s newflound ability to
borrow [rom expensive and
risky private sources through
mechanisms like Eurobonds.™
SAVINGS, NOT LOANS

The most compelent ad-
vice came from IMF Man-
aging Director M1 chuel
Camdessus: “Rel on
external commercial LOrTow-
ing to spur growth. even if
feasible in  the short term.
is not a substitute Tor domes-
tic savings. Such o strategy
will ncrease  an o already
large stock ol external debt.
thercby running the risk ol
future debi-servicing dillicul-
ties.”

Camdessus believed the
Philippines can  sustain
economic growth by adopl-
ing the Tormula ol high
domesti¢ savings, high tax
collection, and nunimal bor-
rowings.

The government need not
need lor

create o “‘lalse

borrowing™ by instituting
such fiscal reforms like in-
creased revenue collection
and “maximizing productive
expenditures.” Romulo said,

Romulo stressed a bor-
rowing spree would not in-
crease the productive ciapac-
ity of the economy. Whalt we
these so-called “llagship
projects” planned by Cielito
Habito of the National Eco-
nomic and Development
Administration?
them are static infrastructure
that will merely add up 1o
expenses but will not gener-
ate income,

Most of

Despite the abolition ol
the P1 levy per liter of
imported crude oil which
deprives the government of
P10.8 billion income i year.
the fiscal managers of Ra-
mos have drawn up progres-
sive expenditures of P345
billion for 1994 out of the
expected  IMF loan. which
will be increased in 1995 and
in 1996. Another P2 billion
in the sale of government
assets has been added by
fiscal managers to the dis-
bursement outlay for 1994,

Finance Scc. Roberio de
Ocampo warned that the
nepoliations with the IMFE
“will not be u breeze.™ It will
still depend on how the
government can manage the
that the
measures are in

budget delicit.
I!CL'L"QQJII}
place and that these “lay a
good foundation lor cconom-
ic growth in the succeeding
years,”

IMEF “EXTT" DEAL

Is it possible for the
government 1o raise revenue
without imposing new Lax-
es? That's President
Fidel V. Sen.
President Edgardo Angara
wiLh
the IMFE "exit program,”

whal
Ramos and

assured in conneclion

The country’s Toreign debi
is scheduled 1o reach $1.3
trillion by New

borrowings will naturally add

yearend

up to the already astronom
ical debt. And they say the
government doesn’l have 1o
impose new taxes?

What about the refinement
of the value-added 1ax, the
stock ransactions tax and the
alien amnesty program? The
first two laxes are practical-

= %

l :
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SEN. TANADA: No exit.

deal. 11 the Sen-
ate cannot acl as yet on the
align amnesty program. it is
because  the

Iy a donc

Immigration has no record
of how many illegal Chinese
and other
So they cunnot make an

aliens there are.

estimate of how much the
government stands 1o gain
Irom this scheme,

The
supporting the 2% tax on

government 18 ulso

luxuries or alfluent consumyp-
Lon
cently approved.,

which the House e-

These revenue measures,
Angara says, and non-Lax
measures are inlended o
reduce the budgetary delicit
by P34 billlon wis year. This
complies with the IME re-
quirement that  the deticit
be equivalent 1o 2.2% of the
country’'s Gross National
Product 1o gqualily for the exit
Program,

While Angara said there
will be no

new laxes, he

qualifies in the same breath

Burcau of

that if the revenues fall short,
other tax proposals are the
land conversion tax, shift
1o gross income tax for
corporations and the specif-
ic tax on beer.

President Ramos is bent
on getting the $650 million
IMF loan for his Medium-
Term Philippine Develop-
ment Plan. The government
expects to sign a letter of
intent with the IMF by April
this year. This will lead to
talks of restructuring Paris
Club May and
finally the PAP pledging
SCSS10n,

loans in

Of course the government
has to convince the IMF that
the proposed alternatives 1o
the P1 levy per liter of
imported crude oil can raise
P10 billion lost as o result
of scrapping the levy, While
both executiye and legisla-
tive officials assure of non-
1ax measures, the Senate and
House have listed at least 20
bills since last January be-

7 4

SEN. ROMULO: Why borrow?

fore Congress resumed its
session 1o help the admin-
istralions’s economic pro-
gram,

Nobody’s buying the
assurgnce that non-tax mea-
sures can raise revenue.
Chances are more (ax mea-
sures will besetl the taxpay-
ers if only to support the
administration’s reckless
spending spree. The Ramos
administration should Lake a
lesson from the newly-indus-
trialized tigers of Asia. They
built their economies on
forced savings through long
periods, not on loans and
deficits.

HOUSE SHENANIGANS

The public has yet to hea
the end of the low House
shenanigans—I{rom thou-
sands of pesos worth of
furon snacks o expensive
sashimi-sushi dinners of the
ad hoc committee in charge
of relief for starving Pinatu-
bo victims in a popular Jap-

(Next page, please)
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anese restaurant in Manila,
flowers for the wives ol
congressmen on their birth-
days to cellular phones—all
charged 1o the House bud-
gel.

Remember when Speik-
er Ramos Mitra Jr. had his
picture taken with cach
House member for souveni
photos in a calendar? They
made good clection handouts,
But what scandalized the
public were the cellulin
phones which Mitra gified
cernn House members.

That is nothing compired
with the ambitious Filnet
2000 project which would set

up lelephone lines between

Meitro Manila and 50 partic-
ipating congressional dis-
tricts. two compuler termi-
nal-work stations hooked up
with government offices. 4
facsimile machine. a print-
er and an uninterrupted
power supply system.

This cost P13 million in
House funds charged to
P600.000 of each 50 con-
gressmen’s pork barrel funds
to beef up the project of
Globe Telecom Inc. consor-
tium sponsored by Rep.
Leandro Verceles Jr. What

_the congressmen actually gol

was a telephone line that
works like an ordinary cel-
lular phone.

And Lo think that only 2%
of the Filipino pupulation
own a lelephone!

MOVING HOUSE

The House leadership
keeps denying that the Con-
gress is transferring to the
11-storey Philippine National
Bank on the reclamation site
fronting Manila Bay. But
several congressmen say the
transfer is a certainty. It
appears that House employ-
es are nol too happy over
the transfer. Most of them
live around the Batasan com-
plex in Quezon City.

If Congress moves to
Manila the House employ-

cs say it would take three
to four hours to travel which
would “greatly reduce the
effectivity and elficiency ol
House employes.”™ Speiker
Jose de Vencecia admitted o
anews conterence the House
may have Lo look for means
ol providing transportation
and other benelits Lo the
cmployces.

Already.  there s the
matter of P12 billion which
will be the cost of the PNB
building which the House
claims the PNB has reduced
to P7 billion. How much
would a housing plan pro-
posed Tor the 3.000 employ-
es cost? Most of them have
already invested in houses
around the Batasan in Que-
zon City.

Is there any logic 1o
spending billions ol i cash-
strapped government mere-
ly to transfer to a new site?
Wasn't this plan previously
abandoned? The transler is
in line with the House plan
for a unicameral legislature,

THE DIAZ CASE

Zambales Rep. Antonio
Diaz (Lakas) got the dander
of three women in the House
when he was accused ol
malversation of public funds
for allegedly splurging large
amounts in connection with
the Pinatubo ad hoc commil-
tee work on sashimi and
sushi meals at the Furusato
Restaurant in Manila.

A deliant Diaz threatened
1o expose other House irreg-
ularities if  he was investi-
gated. Reps. Kate Gordon of
Zambales and Andrea
Domingo of Pampanga filed
their complaints against Diaz
with the House Commillce
on Ethics. Diaz has returned
P2 million of his commil-
tee's funds to disprove his
involvement in anything
shady.

The House leadership is
dilly-dallying on the Diaz
probe. Speaker De Venecia

WE FORUM
March 28, April 4 & 11, 1804

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice 15 hereby given 1hat the estate of the late LEOPOLDO CERVANTES
has been exira-judicially seilled among his heirs in a documen! enlilled
Pagbabahaging Labas sa Hukuman ng mga Lupang Mawan ng Yumaong s
Lecpolde Cervantes® under Doc. No 154, Page No 32, Book No V, Senes
ol 1994 ol Notary Public Felipe L. Zulueta

wis denouneed by Rep.
Teresi Aquino Oreta (LDP,
M.labon) for alleged relus-
al to sign i subpoena to the
Commission on  Audit to
release the Diiaz commitice
Tunds” dishursement papers.
This 1s a blatant show ol

Chiel Epimaco Velasco.
Diaz in turn accused Rep.
Oreta of “nodding her head™
in showing approval of the
testimonices ol
Domingo and Gordon and
“laughing interminably like
A fanatic™ as a member ol

wilnesses

WE FORUM
March 21, 28 & April 4, 1094

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice = hereby given thal the esiaie of the lale FELICIANO ANAHAW
has been extrajudicially settled armong his heirs in a document entitied "Exirajudicial
Pariition ol Estate” under Doc. No. 105; Page No. 22, Book No. X, Series of
1994 of Notary Public Gerardo P. Morena, Jr

the Ethics Commiltee.
Diaz said the Anti-Gralt
and Corrupt Practices Acl
fpemalizes Cgiving any party
unlawlul adviantage or prel-
erences in the discharge ol

the extent the Speaker cod-
dles certain House members.

The women solons could
not present proof of Diaz’s
dishursements, Photo copies
ol documents which the two
any administrative and judi-
cial tunctions through par-
tiality. evident bad Taith or
Now

who's accusing whom?

women presented against
Diaz were branded as “lab-
rcations.” The signatures are
“forgeries ol my authentic

Diuz told NBI

gross negligence.”

srgnaure.”

SENATE PRES. ANGARA: Raise taxes.

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
BRANCH 107-QUEZON CITY

DONATHAN BADILLA,
Petitioner
Versus - Civil Case No, 93-15067
MERCEDES B BADILLA,

Respondent

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

WHEREAS on July 27, 1993 the HON DELILAH VIDALLON
MAGTOLIS. Presiding Judge of Branch 107 of this Court Issued
an Order in the above enlilled case which reads as follows

“Upon motion of the petitioner thru his counsel, it appearing
that the respondent could not be located lor the reason that her
present whereabouts are unknown, let summons be served as
in extra-territorial service pursuant to Sec 17, Rule 14 ol the
Rules of Court by publication and by registered mail to her last
known address.’

NOW THEREFORE, respondent Mercedes B Badilla whose
last known address is at Bc Tabang Guiguinto, Malolos, Bulacan,
is hereby summoned 1s required to file with Branch 107 of the
Regional Trial Court of Quezon City, National Capital Judicial
Region Bulwagan ng Katarungan: Quezon City her Answer 1o
the petition filed against her in the Instant case within sixty (60)
days lrom date ol last publication ot this summons, upon tailure
on her part to do so as aforesaid, petitiener will take judgment
against her and may demand from said Court the reliels prayed
for in the Complaint

Let this summons, together with the petition be published at
the petitioner's expense in the We Forum, a newspaper select-
ed by raffle pursuant 1o PD 1079 once a week lor two (2) con-
secutive weeks. Likewise, let a copy of the summons as well
as a copy of the petition logether with the Court Order dated
July 27, 1993 be deposited in the Post Otfice, postage pre-paid
and sent by registered mail addressed lo the respondent at her
last known address

Quezon City, Metro Manila

(Sgd ) MARIA ZORAIDA Z. TUAZON
Branch Clerk of Court

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
BRANCH 107-QUEZON CITY

DONATHAN BADILLA
Petitioner,
- Versus
MERCEDES B. BADILLA,
Respondent
- X

Civil Case No 93-15067

BETTElFel O N

COMES NOW, Petitioner by the undersigned counsel, and
unto this Honorable Court, respectfully alleges

1. That Petitioner is a Filipino, of legal age, and with forward-
ing address at llang-llang Ext, Payatas, Quezon City while
Respondent Is a Filipino, of legal age and has established resl-

dence al Bo Tabang Guiguinto, Malolos, Bulacan, where she
may be reached with courl processes,

2 Thal Petitioner admits having appeared before a man who
was introduced as a pastor upon the insistence ol Respondent
and her relative sometime on October 14, 1991 and having
signed a document of marriage,

3. Thal petitioner also admits having contracted marriage
with respondent upon her claim that she was pregnant;

4 That immediately upon said marriage ceremonies, peli-
lioner and respondent lived separately and never cohabited since
said date up to the present,

5. Thal petitioner denies having acquired a license to marry,
specifically that which Is recorded in the Contracl

& That pelitioner has in lact begged respondent for an amicable
settlement after respondent admitted her fraudulent claim of
pregnancy, however, respondent vehemently refused;

7 That petitioner has been threatened with bodily harm by
respondent and her relatives which forced petitioner to apply
for a sick leave as he could not sleep or eat due to worry and
anxiety,

8. That respondent has been unjustifiably harassing him and
his family and said acts has caused him irreparable pain and
injury not only to his person, but also to his family and his work;

9 That no property has been acquired during said marriage
and no child was born of said union

WHEREFORE, it is respectiully prayed

1) That after due hearing, a decree of Annulment of Mar-
riage be issued by this Honorable Court,

2) That such other reliets be granted to the petitioner as
may be just and equitable in the premises.

February 25, 1993, Pasig for Quezon City

Z. P. REYES LAW OFFICE
(Sgd.) ZENAIDA P. REYES

VERIFICATION

|, DONATHAN BADILLA, of legal age, married, with resi-
dence at llang-llang Extn. Payatas, Quezon City after being
sworn 1o In accordance with law, hereby depose and say:

1 That | am the Complainant/Plaintiff of the herein stated
case,

2 That | caused the preparation of this Complaint;

3, That | understood the contents of the Complaint and certify
to the truth and correctness of said contents.

March 9, 1993, Philippines

(Sgd.) DONATHAN BADILLA

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to belore me this 9th day of
March 1993, affiant having exhibited to me his Res. Cert. No.
1794427 issued at Quezon City on February 24, 1993

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL ON THE DATE AND PLACE
ABOVE STATED

(Sgd.) JOEL G. GORDOLA

Doc. No. 222;
Page No. 45;
Book No 288;
Series of 1993

WE FORUM
March 28 & April 4, 1994




An Expose on PAGCOR

How It
Was Then.

How It
Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average
monthly income was £29 million. The
highest monthly income declared was PS5
million.

Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
income went up to 169 million in 1987,
P212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 19889,
P341 million in 1990, P428 million in 1991,
£501 million in 1992 and P564 million in the
first three quarters of 1993.

Remittance to Government

In ten years. from 1976 to June 1986, the
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the
government was 2.1 billion.

In more than seven years of operation, from
July 1986 to September 30, 1993, the new
PAGCOR has already remitted a total of

21.20 billion to the government.
Tax Privileges
PAGCOR, then. was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
~f taxes, except the 5% franchise tax privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR. then was exempted from audit Today. all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
on an open-book policy in keeping with

the President’s directive of transparency

in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in
secrecy.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's income,
out of which approximately 75% goes to the gavernment through remittances to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, the National Treasury, the National Power Corporation, the Social Fund of the President, cities
hosting the casinos, the Philippine Sports Commission, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts
and the Board of Claims. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the
substantial amount it remits to the government, PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating
arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in the past.

A
& %

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\\ )) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA

Responding Through Responsible Gaming
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THE OTHER PERSPECTIVE

Technology and home economic

¢

»

By JOSE

5. BURGOS, JR.

(Paper delivered during the celebration of “Rescarch and Extension Week,” College
of Home Economics. University of the Philippines, February 21. 1994.)

HE FOLLOWING story I am about (o relate is not fiction. It is culled
from true and verifiable accounts of factual events. Although I have

hidden the names of innocent characters under a mask of pseudonymity,
the circumstances surrounding the story throb with reality.

Jane Smith was born five years ago with
a fatal liver disease. Except for this. she is
as normal as babies go.

There is no known cure for what is de-
scribed by medical experts as “biliary atresia”
— the blocking of the center bile duct between
ihe liver and the gallbladder and small intes-
tine. The blockage was poisoning Jane's blood.
Her days were numbered.

Confined in an intensive care unit at a
special children's hospital in Washington, USA,
efforts were exerted 1o save her [rom immi-
nent death. A delicate liver transplant was
her only hope,

In the same hospital’s separate ICU ward,
Jane's best friend, Johnny Ford, three years
old, was similarly fighting for his life. He
had been born with a life-threatening liver
ailment and, like Jane, unless a new liver
replaced John's malfunctioning vital organ.
he. too. was doomed. (Reader's Digest, March,
1992)

The 1wo children’s parents are:old family
friends and they had been praying together
for their kids® survival.

One day. the ailing tykes' attending phy-
sician informed the desolate parents that the
hospital had found one liver ready lor trans-
plant.

The parents” dilemma struck them like a
thunderbolt after their initial surge of joy
vanished. Who will get the one, solitary liver?
Jane or Johnny? The doctor had said their
respective parents must have to choose with-
in 24 hours, even as he prepared the oper-
ating room's specialized apparatuses and ma-
chines: ventilators, infusion pumps, ECG and
other monitoring equipment, all technologi-
cal advances meant o increase the survival
rate of gravely-ill patients like Jane and Johnny.

One thing I failed 1o mention earlier, Jane
had been conceived not in & bedroom but in
a laboratory — from a donor's cggs fertil-
ized by the sperm ol Jane's legal father, a
phenomenon that has sparked a worldwide
riot of a debate. While many are utterly
fascinated by this technology of conception,
others are otherwise revolted by this so-called
in-vitro process, an epochal breakthrough in
procreation or genetic technology. (Today,
February 2, 1994)

Jane is, in the usual sensationalist news-
paper lingo, a “'test- tube baby™ or a “design-
er child,” a harsh description that could have
a far-reaching deleterious effect on her when
she comes of age — that is il she overcomes
her ordeal from a liver transplant operation.

IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY

The intrusion of technology has virtually
changed our lifestyles, even our very lives.
From home to workplace, school lo recrea-
tional center, the path is strewn with the
startling array of technological devices that
seem o be cranked out without much
interruption.

Technology has been defined as the ap-
plication of “scientific knowledge, skills,
attitudes, processes and lechniques lo solve
problems in everyday living. These problems
come about as people interact wilth all as-
pects of their physical and social environ-
ments. Technologies are created from a se-
ries of specific decisions made by particular
groups of people, in particular places, at
particular times, and for their own purpos-
¢s.”" (Wajoman, J., Technology — For What?
Current Affairs Bulletin, 63 (8), 28- 31, 1987)

The impact of technology on modern life
has been profound and its pervasive influ-
ence shows no sign of abating. It is not a
question of mere machinery, however sophis-
ticated or complex. Today’s technology 1s an
integral system of social. cultural. intellectu-
al, managerial and political components, wrole
editors of Dialogue in 1981, Their views are
more relevant today.

The fact is that the swath ol technological
intervention across developing and developed
countries has spelled growth and decay,
progress and stagnation 1o countless of peo-
ple.

Technology in this century has, indeed,
dominated most people’s lives in the same
way that morality, culture and values have
influenced the development of human polen-
tials.

In this light, the question of scientific
development and usage has emerged in relation
to another component of the “integral sys-
tem” spawned by technology in the [lield of
ethics or what we may call technological ethical
discipline.

Dr. L. Janette Taper, of the Department
of Human Nutrition and Foods, College of
Human Resources, Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute and State University, Blacksburg,
Virginia, stresses the challenges presented by
advances of lechnology as they “affect pro-
fessionals in all walks of life and have left
us reeling under the fundamental ethical
questions they raise.”

“The interdependence between modern
technologies and the professions signifi-
cantly enhances the opportunity for the greater
enabling of clientele and society. However,
the opportunity for human exploitation is
likewise increased; professions noted for the
human dimension of their service may risk
being reduced to mere conformance with
technological requirements. Certainly, no
profession has yet established satisfactory legal
safeguards and guidelines governing the
development or direction of technology,” she
adds. (Journal of Home Economics, P. 53,
SPRING 1989)

TECHNOLOGY AND CHANGE

Technology is either a boon or a bane. It
depends on how one attache: its advantages
and disadvantages lo one's personal prefer”
ence and experience. But what is certain is

<
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that technology has opened up a world-full
of opportunities for change, whether benefi-
cial or harmful.

Let us take certain particular examples. A
washing machine is a blessing to a harried
housewife who may'also b&a career woman.
This particular contraptiof cuts down her
washing chore so shé willi have more free
moments to spare, either to flirt with her
husband, play with her children, clean the
house, catch up on her office work, or make
tsismis with her friend over the telephone.

Microchips and computers have likewise
invaded not only the office but also the home.
A computer can serve as a storage of infor-
mation, a writer's indispensable tool. or a
game machine for children. But when time
is more spent before the whirring machine
to do overlime work left over from the office
in lieu of enjoying the warmth of compan-
ionship with the wife and the children or
when such computer is used by children to
play games instead of tackling their home-
work, the computer as a technological dream
is transformed into a nightmare.

I, for, one am not too keen in using the
computer. For the past 30 years I have been
used to writing down my thoughts with my
manual. unsophisticated [inger-powered
Underwood typewriter. I have had sad and
disappointing encounters with computers espe-
cially during deadlines of my columns and
editorials. And ‘he worst times were during
sudden and sickening brownouts, Besides |
can't ill afford to keep changing the grade
of my eyeglasses every so ollen.

But defenders of technology's blisstul
exislence and its incalculable contribution 1o
man's progress point oul that today people
have more time to spare with less effort 1o
do their dreary tasks at home and at work.

The changes wrought by technology have
grown more perplexing and, to some exlent,
seductively wrapped in alluring, il not parlous
raiment. Take pollution for instance.

Contrary to public perception the problem
of air pollution is more acute at home and

in offices rather than outdoors. A recent
analysis by Kirk R. Smith for the East-West
Center proposes that we should look at pol-
lution control and the protection of public
health right at home. He surmises that pol-
lutants come from relatively small localized
sources that are literally under our noses:
cigarelles, spray cans, and dry-cleaned clothes
and most often, these are found indoors.

Author Smith points out:

“A pound of pollution released outdoors
or in places where people do not spend much
time is substantially less damaging to health
than the same amount released near people.

“For example, the major sources of ben-
zene emissions (a known carcinogen) in the
United States are automobiles and industri-
al plants, now under tightening controls
through the Clean Air Act. The major sourc-
¢s of benzene exposure, however, are found
indoors in houschold products and environ-
mental tobacco smoke. Carbon monoxide,
long controlled outdoors where it comes
mainly from cars, reaches people primarily
from gas stoves and by leaking directly into
the passenger compartments of cars. Emis-
sions of p-dichlorobenzene, a probable cause
of human cancer, come mainly from chem-
ical manufacturing plants. Exposures to
people, however, come mainly from house-
hold air deodorizing products.

“The major sources of air pollution ex-
posures differ depending on a country’s level
of development, The primary air pollution
health hazards in many developed countries
are from cigarette smoke, motor vehicles and
chemicals in houschold products. In devel-
oping countries, the grealest pollution-re
lated threat 1o health comes from houschold
and neighborhood use of dirty sohd fuels
such as coal. wood, crop residues and dung
for cooking and heatimg.

“Women who do most of the cooking
— receive the greatest exposure Lo parlicu
lates in developing countries. And infants
who are particularly subject to respiratory
diseases, are exposed when their mother

(Next page, please
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Technology and home economics

(From page 5)

are preparing food.” (Kirk R. Smith, Looking

for Pollution Where the People Are, Aswa

Pacific Issues, No. 10. January, 1994)
TECHNOLOGY AND FAMILY

Changes brought on by technology have
immensely altered our family environment and
one question that cries for a valid answer is:
How do Filipino families cope with techno-
logical innovations?

There's a certain kind of grimness i our
present-day family landscape both in urban
centers and the countryside. Inroads of com-
munication lechnology, represented by the
ubiquitous television set, have eroded the old-
style family gathering for. instead of the usual
banter among siblings at twilight, a scpul-
chral silence descends upon the home, bro-
ken only by the noise in the box where
everyone is glued to.

TV’'s companion item, the Betamax or
VCR, has broadened the viewer's horizon on.
and intimacy with, sex and violence, aggra-
vating the problem of moral degeneration.

The t.v. and Betamax sets happen to be
a pasalubong of Nanay or Tatay during a
brief vacation from employment as an over-
seas contract worker in Saudi. This phenom-
enon of temporary, and in same cases,
permanent, separation spurred by the lure of
dollars and affluence has, in the words of a
lady politician, contributed to the breakup of
Filipino families. And because no less than
the government has goaded employable Fil-
ipinos to seek work abroad, it has been branded
as the number one homebreaker in our shores.

The number of our overseas conlracl
workers has been increasing from 378,000 in
1986 to 471,000 in 1988 (IBON' Facts-and
Figures, September, 1989;

The issue at stake is not only the:dearth
of opportunities: for jobless or underp~id
Filipinos in their nomeiand but also the al-
tendant risks the OCWs face in being uproot-
ed from home and family to work either as
professionals, skilled workers, maids or more
dismally, prostitutes.

Such traumatic, albeit transitory social
schism could lead 1o unstable, fragile lamily
relationships in the same consequential de-
gree engendered by single parenthood and live-
in arrangements which seem to be a grow-
ing menace to our unique tradition of filial
solidarity in both nuclear and extended
families.

Unfelt among us, steeped in  urban so-
phistication and parochial smugness, is the
drastically changing social and cultural dimen-
sions in the countryside, particularly, the
farming scene.

The “explosion of technology™ (Athielstan
Spilhaus, director of the Minnesola Inslitute
of Technology), has virtually defaced the very
source of our patrimony—and survival—, the
farmlands. The tremendous impact ol mod-
ern, chemical plani and livesiock agriculture
has made us, especially the farmers, estranged
from nature.

We are now hearing the slow cadence of
the season’s march moving away from us.
Witness the extended drought caused by the
El Nifio phenomenon. Where have the seasons
gone? Today, the food produced is tasteless
(and sometimes laced with toxic chemicals
making them sources of diseases, no longer
of healthful nourishment) and our agricultur-
al lands are vanishing to give way lo indus-
tries, houses and golf courses, Todate, more
than 13,000 hectares of prime agricultural lands
had been legally and illegally converted in
the CALABARZON area and elsewhere. An

estimated 12,000 more are in the process of
conversion into indusirial and commercial
cenlers.

The slow disappearance ol agriculture as
a natural chain of life is also due to  whal
Spilhaus aptly describes as s replacement
by the “whole present batch process through
chemical engineering.”

And I ask, what will happen 1o the ethos
of communality strengthened by the bonding
with the land? Will the beauty and elegance
of pasioral poetry give way to the ugly,
impassive drone of technology? Passions for
philosophy, religion and social relationships
(inscribed in our bayanihan spiril) were
moulded in the peace, initiative and renewal
offered by farmlands. Will we be able to sustain
these passions? Ah, such sentimental reflec-
tions have been subverted by our blind ambition
to be ahead with the help of technology. The
question' lies, however, unanswered: Where
would we be? Where, exactly, are we head-
ing for?

If throughout my remarks, cynicism drips
quite naturally, blame it on a hardboiled
newspaperman's callousness although I meant
it that way. For in accepling your invitation
1o address you today, my pure, unwavering
intention is to gently provoke you on a
deceptingly innocuous subject matter,

H.E., SOME CHALLENGES

And so. allow me to pose these challeng-
es:

1. There is a flagrant public conception
about Home Economics as a program and as
a discipline. | am referring to the hackneyed,
if not unfair, misimpression of H.E. as the
art of cooking, cleaning, sewing or otherwise
looking nice.

Your own formal definition is, of course,
more than that: “Home Economics is the study
of families and the management ol resources
available to them for the satisfaction ol basic
needs in changing environments.” (U, H.E.
brochure)

Should we not stretch farther this academic
statement of purpose? Should we not locus
or firmly stress the “judicious and sustain-
able™ management of our resources, consid-
ering the welter of changes in the balance of
our resources exemplified by the use, abuse
and plunder of nature with the aid of science
and technology?

Our generation is marked oy certain char-
acteristics that encourage our alienation from,
and disruption of, ecological interdependence.,
Since Home Economics involves the home
and the drudgeries of maintaining it as a
wholesome habitat for human necessities, we
should take a more discerning look into
technological changes and social paces vis-
a-vis our natural and man-made resources,
the conflicts of interests and the distortion
ol values and cthics, and their adverse elfect
on human relationships.

Apropos of this, is perhaps a redelinition
of the term “basic needs’.
clothing, shelter are listed as urgent nceds
for human well-being. All these necessities
pertmin 1o the body on a physical plane. Let

Food, nulrition,

us take the case of food, which is supposed
1o give us sustenance. Technology, or more
precisely food processing techniques, has
offered an abundance of “supermarket food,”
instant concoctions in IL'“'?I-')'.N.'RN and cans.
(Soon, 1o replenish your energy and  sustain
your physical needs, all you would need
would be just one pill compressed with all
the nutrients, proteins, vitamins and miner
als. You'll do away with the hassle of cooking

— and even cating. But where will be the joy
of 1asting and savoring the morsels of
delicious food cooked with dedication and
imagination?) Their availability and
affordability have lulled us 1o complacency.
Yet hunger and death due to starvation con-
tinue to stalk Africa.

Shouldn't we challenge ourselves Lo search
for more sources of food? In our own back-
yard, plants grow like weeds, some of which
are, incidentally edible though not as palat-
able and nutritious as carrots or broccoli.
Should we not also concern ourselves with
enriching our supply of food which are in-
digenous but have been forgotten under heaps
of instant meals?

Man, as the eternal admonition goes, does
not live by bread alone. While food nour-
ishes the body, what uplifts his soul? Should
we nol integrale a spiritual dimension into
our teachings as part of our basic needs? |
am not talking here ol religion, simply the
preservation of man’s itegrity and capacity
to surmount his weaknesses and [railties.

2. The wunceasing discovery for knowl-
edge is a dynamic process thal requires tun-
g i to the chimes of the limes. As an
institution, H.E. deals with changes and move-
ments, especially those that affect man and
his lamily. There is, therefore, a constant
necessity to review and revise in anticipation
of future issues, concems and needs and to
do away with the severity of teaching struc-
tures.

We cannot simply stand by while watch-
ing evenls pass before us, We need 1o be
more active and to take side. if not to ad-
vocate, causes and principles that enhance
the well-being of our clicnis,

As we look around us. we feel the rising
strann and tension, and deep-seated anxieties
alflicung our people. Rising unemployment
and prices of o1l and consumer products. Crim-
inality. Lack ol power supply. Disasters.
Broken homes, elc, We
selves from these cruel realities but can we
at least minmmize theiwr impact?

While the very real danger has not been
visited upon us today, the forebodings are
here, Nature's wrath and fury have become
seasonal hazards but what can we do (o prevent
lose of life and property? Do we have 4 course
on disaster-preparedness? Simply put, how
do we teach our students to survive without
dimimishing his humanity?

Those of us in a position 1o leach must
have o nurture a  vision and, in the words
ol Nicaraguan educator Carlos Tunneérman
Bernhein, “we must be constantly prepared
to review teaching structures and programs,

cannol 1solale our

since crisis becomes more acute when the
need for change coincides with rigid academ-
ic organization and educational tradition that
ascribe more importance to form than to
cognitive content.” (We Forum, Jan. 31, 1994)

[ understand that H.E. students are required
to have a practice house, replete with babies.
where they are supposed o hone their abil-
ities in home management and to maintain
relationships in a family setting. May [ sug-
gest an innovation? Instead of merely having
a practice house with normal conditions, I
think a portion of the lesson should be on
“crisis management” or making do with nothing
under stress. The other crucial exercise would
also be how a prospective home economist,
isolated from others, can cope by his lone-
some in an empty house. Overcoming lone-
liness can be doubly difficult, don’t you think,
than adjusting 1o a house-full of people?

3. Since Home Economics is a study of
relationships, there is a need to re-assess our
biases and modily our traditional approaches
under the current atmosphere of liberalism.
The gender and feminism issues (such as
relationships between man and man, woman
and woman under one roof), annulled mar-
riages and single-parenthoods will have 1o be
squarely confronted with if we are to keep
pace with an educational system that flour-
ishes under a climate of critical awareness.

A gradation of sensitivity to such rela-
tionships is worth looking into. Here, the ethical
issues must be resolved and the how-lo re-
quires not only an open-mind but competent
hands. Moral perspectives are definitely hard
to come by, more so, decisions that tend lo
resolve them.

With technology, certain paramelers in
H.E’'s professional service orientation would
have to be re-evaluated, if not expanded. I
believe that H.E. as a profession can serve
as a foundation or anchor to other disciplines
for I like to think that its ideals and prin-
ciples are rooted precisely not only in coping
with life and its vicissitudes, but also in
dealing with and enhancing relationships. In
short, H.E. makes an ardent student a
“survivor.”

Which brings me back to the story of Jane
Smith and Johnny Ford. What happened (o
them? Their respective parents, after a mu-
tual understanding that certainly tested their
friendship and their faith, decided to give the
single liver to Johnny who was in greater
danger than Jane. Within 24 hours, the boy
was operated on and his transplanted liver
functioned normally. He survived.

And Jane? Not another 24 hours passed
after Johnny's successful operation when
another liver was miraculously supplied to
the hospital and with the same doctor's help
and expertise, her operation was likewise
successful.

The heart-rending saga of Jane and Johnny
does not so much revolve around their touch-
ing tale as to the imparting of a message of
fortitude and act of selflessness of their parents
— one risking their own child's life so that
another may live

I guess everything boils down 1o one thing.
That despite the :airacles proffered by tech-
nology, we, like lane, and Johnny's parents,
are blessed o single option — our own de-
cision to chnose. And that such choice rests
in our ability to determine what is best for
us and our fellow men

When you come to think of it, Home
Economies 18 not merely a:study of basic
needs for survival bul more importantly, a
way of life —an art and philosophy of hu-
manness keyed to the ultimate goal of being
human.

Thank you and God bless.
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Class etc.

ESPITE THAT gal Henrietta, Schindler’s List dominated the 66th

Academy Awards by winning the Oscar for best picture and six other

categories. including best director for Steven Spielberg. A lot of class
— and a lot of stupidity — characterized the film's showing here. Spielberg
laid down the condition that no cuts will be made on the film, or it will not
be shown (o the public. The local censors board chairman insisted on emas-
culating the wrenching semi-documentary, based on her myopic perceptions,
until she was so wisely overruled by the President.

She has not resigned in spite of repeated urgings by her betters and the
brickbats thrown her way. Like her mentor, she must be confused by her
oreat missjon to protect the national morality which might just plummet
down to the depths without her. But the gal must be having nightmares at
the moment; her medieval mindset will never understand why with all those
pumpings and breast exposures, the opus made it to the top of the heap.

Where did Henrietta come from, by the way?

In the area of foreign relations, the nomination of Tomas Gomez as
consul-general in Los Angeles, Califorma, was withdrawn upon his insisq
tence. In a hand-written letter, he requested the President to “withdraw my
ad-interim appointment” so as not to further embarrass and be a burden to
the administration. A touch of class for the man,for the man who hounded
to justice the world’s biggest thief. Marcos might have dreaded only two
things during his Hawaiian exile, Gomez and the threat of retribution.
Nobody conceded that conscience even figured in his calculations, terminally
ill as he was.

The Ilocano solons headed by Junior Marcos ganged up on the man,
citing the Ilocanos in Los Angeles who might be prejudiced by his appoint-
ment. The commission on appointments, which is not exactly noted for ster-
ling performance, has been manipulated again. It did not even have to talk
with one Ilocano in the area who could give the lie to the gang's claim. And
Junior Marcos prating about Gomezes' arrogance is a classic case of the pot
calling the kettle black. The guy must be laughing in his nightmare.

Creativity

ILIPINOS ARE the most creative people in the world. And vou can say
that again.
At least 75 of them are now facing

charges for gambling which
is prohibited in the United Arab Emirates. They were caught by police holding
cockfights within the compound of a house run by three Filipino operators
who have built an elaborate arena complete with “a pit and orderly seating
arrangements.” Businessmen, truck drivers, PAL crew members, displaced
workers and a few women, more than 100 of them, reportedly were betting
when the UAE police raided the compound, but a few escaped and some were
wounded when they climbed over the fence. The unlucky 75 will be charged
with organizing unlicensed sports events and cruelty to animals.

If you’re wondering where they got the birds, look up to native ingenuity.
The Pinoy contract workers smuggled eggs of fighting cocks, presumably of
the Texas variety, to their domicile, where they are eventually hatched, nurtured
and prepared for the great event. They could have gotten away with it, too,
¥ Filipinos have any good sense to respect the sensitivity of their neighbors.
They made so much noise during the cock-fighting sessions and the crowing
by the birds at early morning that the neighbors decided to sic the cops on
them. Well, they’ll soon be taught a lesson they will not easily forget.

At home, an immigration official has just built a million-peso house in
Calatagan, Batangas, on a P15,000 monthly salary. Politicians and govern-
ment officials are notorious for erecting multi-million houses on small salaries,
since they are extremely adept at stealing from the public coffers. But this
one, a certain Sta. Ana, built his on public property, a beach, no less. He
claims it was leased to his wife by the DENR for a 30-vear period. To build
a house on? And why did the DENR lease a public property to a private
individual? And for how much? Angel Alcala or his Batangas representative
has some explaining to do.

The mansion is an obstruction, per se, both for the fishermen and oc-
casional tourists who might stray there. Sta. Ana is just another creative guy
who would desecrate nature’s creations for selfish purposes. Nature should
get back at him any day by creating a wave to sweep him and his house down
to the bottom.

NOW SHOWING

Not news

THAT THE Philippine National Police tops
them all in involvement in crimes 1s nol news
anymore. Which s why | find 1t surprising
that many columnists
expressed surprise over the
the recent conference
in Manila.

Although it’s supposed 1o be a purely police
organization. PNP 1s actually a lethal com-
bination of police and military people. Least
surprisingly, s crimmal elements have high-
powered (irearms and ammunitions, and can
afford to commit robberies in broad day-
light.

Just like

ernmenl who

and commentators
during
of Asian law enforcers

“revelanon”

top ivilian crocs in the gov
corge upon milhons, nay bil
lions. vl pesos ol ]‘l'n[‘]\"\ blood money.

These are beasts who, were today World
War 11 and RP> were in Europe, deserve to
be excluded from Schindler’s list. Beasts
deserve the gas chamber, il not the firing
squad or the hangmuan’s noose, like the evil
Amon Gotl did. Too bad, Goth did it against
human bemngs whose only "sin™ was being
Jew.

LR L RS

Yes, I've seen Spielberg’s controver-
sial movie, and now I know why the likes
of Tatad, Morato and Mendez are scan-
dalized, These sell-siyled guardians of
public morality are moral anachronisms:
they properly helong to the Victorian era.

Tatad is a2 member ol good stunding of

Opus Dei: Morato, a Jew hater: and
Mendez — where did she come [rom, in
the first place? She may be a lawyer,
but being ane 1s nol a4 credential for cen-
soring sensible Tilms.

What made Mendez & Company’s act
even more censurable is the Fact that they
have yet showing ol local
movies which glorify criminals, sensation-
alize cold-blooded, chop-chop murders, and

1o stop the

ONE’'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

indulge in inanities.
(22 L1

Thanks, there are still judges like Salva-
dor Valdez Jr. of the Baguio Regional Trail
Court, who, like RTC Kalookan Judge
Adoracion Angeles, have the courage o convicl
sons of so-called VIP:, who otherwise com
mit crimes with impunity.

Wish we had more of Valdezes
Angeleses.

As the maxim goes, “Fial justitia ruat
caelum.” (Let justice prevail even though the
heavens fall.)

and

R

Chanks, too, Ombudsman Vasquez has
inhibited himself from taking a hand in
the investigation of the anti-graft com-
plaint by former IBP President ugene A.
Fan against six Supreme Court justices.
Hopelully, the venerable graftbuster won’t
make his presence felt by the investiga-
tors concerned.

LR
Like

believe my eyes when I oread that Vasquez

colummest Jurado, | oo couldn’i

heen i the
rbial wink of an eye,
cd 1o the Court of Appeals,
the heads ol

Iha na talaga pag
teileeel ri
il i Lenny e

Right, Aty

Ir., whao's judiciary in  the

prove had been promon
over and above
more quahilied magistrates

kaw ay anak ng isang

Tiistici l'"“f"" ol ﬁ.r;;'.’h‘i.-.l’ HE dsane
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Taxation as the power to destroy

“GORDON KICKS out rude US Exec in
SBMA™ - headline story. Hooray for Dick
Gordon for showing that yankee that he is
not in Capone's Chicago but in the Philip-
pines. For once, my heart swells with pride
as a Filipino.

ik kh

Another Mt. Pinatubo eruption? Is
nature that angry at Zambales, or only
angry at the province’s crooked leader-
ship? Unfortunately, it is the poor
Zambalenos who are suffering and ago-
nizing.

t s 2L

Erap’s PACC has scored well this time
when they tescued a businessman and re-
covered all the ransom money from the
remnanis of the Red Scorpion gang. Yes,
it’s time Lo totally destroy this gang and all
other criminal groups who prey on innocent
people day after day. Let’s doff our hats to
PACC for this feat and we will raise our
hats even hnigher if the bad eggs in that
organization can also be cleansed away. In
fact there should be thorough and complete
cleansing of the canks of the PNP, the AFP
and all law enforcement groups if this country
will restore its faith in the men in uniform.

LA AL

The way they are proposing to raise
taxes just to have funds for the unpop-
ular OPSF may yet prove to be the clas-
sical example of the legal dictum that “the
power to tax includes the power to de-
stroy.” 1 used to hear this phrase from
my most respected and venerable profes-
sor in Constitutional law - Chief Justice
Roberto Concepcion. But must they “‘de-
stroy" the already tottering economic
situation which hurts most the average
man in the streets? Ako, agree na sa
increase in taxes in S5-Star hotels and
restaurants; fotal only profligates frequent
these places. They should also slap sub-
stantial taxes on the Pavarotti concert
which sells P25,000 per ticket. Talagang
only the very rich can afford that. Per-
haps they should also increase taxes of
motels for the “short-time users.” marami
‘yan. Afterall this will sit well with the
Church campaign against immoralities.
Why not also tax large scale sabongs after
amusement taxes? These international and
even local derbys rake in plenty of money
and profits where millions are placed as
bets.

CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM V, INC.,
Petitioner/Morigagee,

versus -

MASAAKI UEDA,
Respondent/Mortgagor,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Makatl, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No. 94-064

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER SEC. 20, RA
NO. 4726, In relation to ACT 3135,

as amended by ACT 4118

PLRSUANT to a verified petition filed with this Office on 21 February 1994 by petitioner/

mortgayee against respondentmortgagor in accordance with the provisions ol Section 20, Re-
public Act No. 4726 (otherwise known as the “CONDOMINIUM LAW® of the Philippines), in
releiion to Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, for the recovery by the petitioner/mortgagee
CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM V, INC., against the respondent/mortgagor MASAAKI UEDA and
for the collection of the respondentmortgagor unpaid assessment under the Master Deed ol
Restriction of CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM V and the By-Laws of said corporation to the pe-
titioner/mortgagee in the total amount of P15,840.10 PESOS, in Philippine currency, plus In-
terest, penally, attorney’s fees and other charges together with all lawlul fees and expenses
of loreclosure, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Makati, Metro Manila, hereby
announces thal on April 12, 1994 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in front
of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Building of Makati, Metro Manila, he or any of his lawlul
sheriffs, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for cash in Philippine currency the
following described real property with all itls improvements, 1o wit
CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 16798

*UNIT 1212 located at the 12th Floor of the CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM V with unit area
- 3256 sq. m.; % of common area - 0.168% "

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title to the said real
property and the encumbrances thereon, il any there be

Makati, Metro Manila, 2 March 1994.

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff
(Sgd.) EDILBERTO C. DE CASTRO

Sheriff Incharge

WE FORUM
March 14, 21 & 28, 1994

LEE R L

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) should be congrawlated, finally for
taking a tough, though belated posture versus
the Bosnian Serbs. It is about time for tough
talk and determined action against those who
commit atrocities and genocide against non-
combatants and children. Indeed unless the
western powers act decisively in the Bosnian

.conflict. this may be the more serious threat

to world peace now that the Middle East
situation has started 1o thaw. Unfortunately
the world is always beset by conflicts. All
because of greed and ambitions of leaders
of cthnic groups. In the Asian region, un-
less the situation in the Korean peninsula
cases. war can also hit us without notice.
oW R

Malacanang kune will not object to
Imelda’s taking a trip abroad for medi-
cation. Dapat lang because that is a hu-
manitarian act. I don’t believe that Imelda
has plans to run away, not after she was
again blessed with an acquittal by the
Sandiganbayan. Sabi ko na nga, many of
the cases filed against the Marcoses were
harassment acfions which not only make
people laugh but also uselessly spend the
resources of the government.

R L

The House of Representatives retreated
from its “people’s initiative™ brainstorm. For
all the proud announcements of our distin-
guished congressmen that at the flip of their

IN MY CORNER..

fingers they can get the more than 3 million @

signatures required, they had to double back
because they know the plan failed to catch
fire in the grassroots. Yes, nobody Look the
“people’s initiative™ plan seriously which,
in hindsight, is one proof that the House
does not have much credibility. This may
be a danger signal to the reelectionists.
especially on the NPAs - the non perform-
ing assets. . .
s ok o o

General Quizon of the CISC has a
tattered image and no amount of press
conferences from him can rebuild it. It’s
his damn fault for announcing that ridic-
ulous P100 million bribe attempt. I have
yet to meet anyone who believes in Quizon
that Sanchez will offer such a fantastic
sum just to escape. Problem is, Quizon’s
incredible story was even picked up with
gusto by Franklin Drilon. Now Quizon
daw will “tell all. Eh, sino pa ang
makikinig at maniniwala diyan? Mabuli pa,
as they joke in Ilongo, shut up na lang,
indi ampot indi ambal na lang (cannot
pronounce, cannot speak).

Si Louie at si
Pavarotti

TUWANG-TUWA ang peryodisia,
komentarista sa radyo at telebisyon na si
Louie Beltran sa pinanood niyang konsyerto
habang ikinukuwento niya kay Joe Taruc
noong umaga ng Marso 23, ng taong ito,
isang araw pagkaraan ng pagtatanghal ni
Luciano Pavarotti. Damang-dama nang isang
nakikinig sa radyo na sadyang mahiligin sa
musika si Louie. Maiisip tuloy na may
pagkakahawig sa laki at sukat si Pavarotti.
Hindi nga lang marahil sa boses. Pagkaraan
ng masaya al masiglang pagkukuwento niya
tungkol sa mang-aawit, balik muli siya sa
tinatawag niyang ‘‘bungtunghininga.’”” Muli
na naman niyang tinalakay ang mga hirap
na pinapasan ni Juan Pasangkrus.

Mahilig sa musika ang mga Pilipino.
Maging noong panahon ng pakikibaka ng
mga rebolusyonaryo laban sa mananakop na
Espanyol, maraming mga Litik na nilapatan
ng himig ng mga mandirigma noon na
kanilang inaawil habang namamahinga
pagkaraan ng labanan o habang patungo sa
digmaan. Hindi naaalis maging sa ngayon
ang hilig ng mga Pinoy sa musika at sa
pag-awit,

Ngunit ang mga Llitik ng kadalasang
inaawit ng mga Pinoy, maging ito man ay
sentimental o hinggil sa isang pakikipaglaban,
ang mga litik nito ay may kaugnayan sa
kanilang mga natatanging karanasan sa pana-

KILATISIN
NATIN

panahon. Ibig sabihi’y hiwalay sa kanilang
pang-araw-araw na buhay, pag-ibig, at
pakikipaglaban para sa pagbabago ng lipunan.

Maraming nagtanong. lalo na ang
mahihirap na Pinoy, na ano ang kaugnayan
ni Pavarotti sa buhay nila? Magbabago ba
ang pagkakalubalob nila sa Kahirapan?
Malulutas ba ang matatagal nang problema
ng mga magsasaka? Ng mga maralitang taga-
lunsod na hanggang ngayo'y walang lupa't
bahay na matawag na Kanila. Silang mga
dayuhan sa kanilang bayan? Samantalang si
Pavarotti  ay isang
napakahalagang tao maging ng pangalawang
pangulo na si Estrada ay hindi naman
naaampat ang paghilab ng tiyan ni Juan
Pasangkrus na nakatira sa mga "'iskwater™
sa paligid ng PICC na pinagtanghalan ni
Pavarotti.

Inawit ni Pavarotti ang O Sole Mio,
Granada at iba pa. Maaaring hangaan lamang
ang tinig nito ngunit hangpang doon lamang.
Marami naman marahil tayong mang-aawil
na Pinoy na Tenor ngunit dahil sa ang

(Sundan sa pahina 12)

itinuring  na
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Abortion could be legal but cultural and social _taboos

might still make it unacceptable

Sex is often

a dangerous sport

|_()ND()N — Sex - (4]
sexual intercourse., 1o be exacl
— is not always loads ol Tun
and may even be o danger
ous sporl a lot ol times.

Al the recent Developing
Country Journalists Semina
here. Dr. Pramilla Scnanayike.
assistant secretary general ol
the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF).
reported that of the estimat-
ed 114 million acts ol sexual
intercourse which take place
each day. some 910,000 re-
sult 10 conceptions 9many of
them unwanted). 356,000 in

seatally ansmined bacten mates place pregnaney relat-

al and viral mfections, and  ed o materpal dearhs at
SOO.000 annually although the

freure could be much higher

the rest presumably just
pleasure

OF the 910,000 daily ¢on
ceplions, only 390,000 gesuli
i hive births, Zyvgote (fertil
12ed eoe) wasbige i eshnal
cd ar 290,000 and spontane

As NN Cases are nol reporl
cd as such nor attended by
health prolessionals,

South Axia
more tan hall of these deaths
130,000 p L TN Alrica
Induced abortions number  hascbout 150,000, Estinutes
about 90,000 while still-births — for Latin: Amenica and I=ast
total 10000, Ast are S000 and 12,000,

The toll on women ol the  respectively. while all devel
“fun” acuvity. particularly ol
the resultmg
very high Conservative esli 1Dy

aceotnts lor

ous abartions al wihile

oped countoes account lor
0,000 deaths
Sendamiviake

pregnancy. is o only

tald pa

Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
BRANCH 18, TAGAYTAY CITY

NENITA C. MALATE, assisted

by her husband Ramon Malate,
Peltitioner

- Versus -

CELEDONIA CRUZAT and her

husband Bienvenido Masungsong.
Respondents

X - - . - X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial petition lor sale under Act 3135 as amended by Act 4118 lled by
NENITA C. MALATE, with principal address at Biga, Silang, Cavite against CELEDONIA CRUZAT
with residence and postal address at Lucsuhin, Silang, Cavite under real estate mortgage executed
on September 22, 1993 for the satistaction of the unpaid amount endebted to NENITA
C MALATE in the amount of FORTY THOUSAND (P40,000 00) PESOS. inclusive ol interesls
which the parties agreed at the rate ot 6% per month She must likewise be assessed lhe
sum equivalent 1o 25% of the obligation as altorney's lees and the costs ol this loreclosure
The undersigried Ex-Officio Shenff of Tagaytay City or her authorized deputy will sell at Apil
121994 at 10:00 o'clock in the mo ring or soon therealter at the main entrance of the Ottice
of the Ex-Officio Shentf located at the Regional Trial Court, Branch 18, Tagaytay Cily. Island
of Luzon, to the highest bidder for Cash and in Philippine Currency, the morlgaged real
property together with all the improvements now existing or wh ich may hereafter be erecled
or constructed ihereon and more particularly described thereon as lollows

HOJA DECLARATORIA BLG 7767
“‘Isang parselang lupa na malatagpuan sa Lucsunin, Silang, Cavile na
may lakl o luwang na (134) metro parisukat, humigit kumulang Na ang mga
karalilg ay sa IBABA. Calle; sa ILAYA. Gavino Cruzal sa SILANGAN
Felix Pallera, at sa KANLLIRAN - Sotera Corlez

Prospective buyers/bidders are hereby enjoined lo investigate the Hoja Declatoria Blg
and the encumbrance thereon, It any there be

Tagaytay City, March 7, 1994

7767

(Sgd ) FELISA A
Actlg

GATDULA
Ex-Oflicio Shenfl

Copy turnished
Nenita C. Malate
Biga, Silang, Cavite

Celedonia Cruzat
Luesuhin, Silang, Cavite
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ticipants i the seminar. of
ginnized jomtly by IPPF .ind
the Wislhington D.C
Populanion Relerence Bureau
to Lanlianze jourmalists with

}\.I\t_'d

issues o be discossed an the
International
|’i\|11ll.l|n!|| and l)"\'\‘|l\[1lllt‘|11
1o be held o September

Conlerenee on

Egypt under the auspices ol
the United nations Population
Fund (UNFPA ). that about 50
million abortions dre carned
out worldwide every year. In
Latin Amernica
estinuted that there

alone. 1t oas
are four
milhon ¢landestine aborhions
every vedr

The 1PPF ollicial sad
some 200,000 of the 50 mil
Lon abortions annually end
i the woman’s death,

As lor sexually transmil
ted discases (STDs), includ-
ing the deadly AIDS. Dr.
Senanayake pomted out thal
women are more ad-
versely aftected than men. In

olten

the first place, the transmis
ston risk s hgher Trome man
to wornan and temale barrier
methods currently avinlable
which could have given wom
en the opportunity o betler
profect themselves Trom
lections are less eflective.
Women also sutler more
from comphications arsimg oul
ol STDs such
Nammatory discase, infertil-
iy, ectopic

as pelvie n

Pregnancy
taking place m the tallopan
tube rather than an the uter
e cavity) and cancer ol the

Lone

CUrvia

Dr. Senanayake said med
wal people are gething morg
evidence supgesting that can
cer ol the cervix could he b
sex-related problem. Findings
so Lar show that women who
have had sex \'.!Il} and have
had more pariners seem more
likely to contract the discase

The 1PPI
that [or pregnant women with
STD. there is a greater like
lilood of their passig on the

allicia] ndded

mfection to their unbom child.

Dr, Senanayake said mak
g abortion legal does not
always solve the problem ol
deaths from illegal pregnan
¢y termination. The procedure
could be legal but culral and

social taboos might stll make

\
| W

i unucceptable prompting
women 1o go Lo illegal abor-
Honists

In one Alrican couniry.
according to Kalimi Mwona,
project director lor Partner-
ship Challenges Fund, signa-
tures of two obstetrician-
gynaccologists are needed for
a legal abortion, Given the
very limited number of such
health professionals. legal
abortion is almost non-exis-
tent.

Dr. Senanayake added that
safety of the abortion proce-
dure is also a problem. In
some couhtries, there may not
be enough physicians Lo per-
form the procedure if these
medical people are the only
ones authorized lo do it

Dr. Senanayake and Dr.
ludira Kapoor, IPPF regional
South Asia, re
poried on the success ol
procedure being employed in
Bungladesh to induce the
menstruation. The
procedure, menstruation reg
ulation (MR), is legal. It
allows the resumption of a
woman's menstrual cycle a
few days alter it was supposed
to occur without first estab-
lishing the existence of preg-
AnNcy.

Dr. Kapoor said the pro
cedure is done much earlier

director lor

return ol

than abortion and so is much
saler,

Dr. Senanayake said MR
can be employed in other
and kits
fact, been prepared 1o intro
duce it i other places. One
major advantage ol the pro

countries have, In

cedure is its sumplicity so thal
no hospital stay is required
health
irained 1o pertorm ik,

and workers can be

D S\']l<|l|<1)'-ik\' stressed
the need 1o provide people
access Lo Fertility regulation
She 500
million couples throughout the

neans said some
world have no access (o ler-
tility regulation,

Discussing the very seri
ous problem of unmel needs
in human reproduction and re
productive health, the 1PPF
olficial said that i addition

-

to the SO0 million couples in
need of fertility regulation
methods, the following also
require urgent atlention:

@ 60-80 million infertile
couples

® 30-55 million induced
aborlions

@ 0.5 million maternal
deaths

@ 9.6 million infant deaths

@ 4.8 million child deaths

® 290 million cases of
gonorrhoea

® 50 milhon
syphilis

® 50-100 million cases of
AIDS by 1990

In her presentation, Dr.
Senanayake listed the at-
tributes of an ideal contra-
ceptive. The ideal contracep-
tive, according to her, should
be sale, effective, simple 1o
use, cheap, unrelated to co-

cases of

itus or the sexual act, cultur- |

ally acceptable, acceptable to
all religions, reversible and
free of unwanted side effects,
It should not require medical
supervision.

But Dr. Senanayake
stressed that, until the ideal
is developed, the current
means are not without their
merits. She pointed out, for
instance, thal pregnancy 1s
“far, lar more dangerous” to
women than the pill or eral
contraceptive. Moreover, cer-
tain health benefits are aclu-
ally derived from the pill such
as protection agawst menstrual
problems, iron deficiency
anaemia, theumatoid arthritis,
benign breast disease, pelvic
mflammatory disease, ectop-
ic pregnancy, funclional ova-
rian cysts, ovarian cancer and
endometnal cancer (cancer of
the lining of the uterine cay-
Iy)

However, she also stressed
that complaints
about side effects and incon-

wOomen's

veniences associated with a
certain method should not be
ignored and should be attend-
ed to. She said such effects,
which may 'seem minor or
irivial to health people, could
be very important to women,
{Depthnews Asia)

v
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Malnourished kids in Asia

By BERNABE PAGUIO

HONOLULU — Forly
percent of all malnourished
children in the whole world
are found in just three courn-
tries in South Asia,

The countries
Bangladesh. India and Paki-
stan. also account lor 30
percent of all Third World
children who die cvervdiy
from malnutrition and othe
preventable causces.

This sad state of c¢hil-
dren’s health in three popu-
lous South Asian countrics
was disclosed by Mehr Khan.
information director of the
United nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) at the 25th
Jefferson Fellowships (JF)
anniversary at the East-Wesl
Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Ms. Khan, a former jour-
nalist in Pakistan, said it was
not only the sheer size ol

Asia’s population that ac-
counted Tor the large num-
ber of malnourished children.

“The pereentage of chyl-
dren who e malnourished
i South Asiais almost iwiee
as high as in Afnea.” she
pointed out. “The prevalence
ol low hirth weight. o sen-
Sitive indicator of the well
heing of women. is also maore
(han twice as high i Asi
as i any other region ol the
world.”

Ms, Khin cited the case
of Ching “where so much has
been done with so Tittle. The
prevalence of malnutrition
among under-five-year-old is
hardly different from that of
sub-Saharan Alrica.”

She lamented what she

described as a general dis-

crimination against givls in
South Asii. The UNICEI

Problems

“All other
things bemng equal. girl chil-
dren have o better  natural
chunee ol surviving the ear-

ol el noted:

ly. vulnerable years: But all
other things are not equal.”

As i result ol such dis-
crimination. a million ¢hil-
dren cach
Bangludesh. Tndia and Paki-
st just heciause they were

die year in

born female. she added.

Ms. Khan pointed out that
mmvestment in health and
education ot children in other
Asiin countries has contrib-
uted 1o their development.

She the
Jupan where adult literacy is
universal and 97 pereent of
all girls attend secondary
school.

In the 1920s. she said the
infant mortality rate in Ja-
145 per 1.000

cited case of

pan wis over

births. cquivalent Lo sub-
Saharan Alrica today. Now.
it is only 4.5 per 1.000 births,
the lowest i the world. she
siid.

Ms. Khan pointed out: “The
nmost ohvious conumon denoms-
inator ol the East Astin suc-
Hong Kong,
Jupan. Singapore. South Ko-
vea and Taiwan — is not the
wealth of their natural resourc-
¢s. but the investment they
have made in educating their
people.”

She suggested that devel-
oping countries spend more
in protecting their children.
What is needed. she said, 18
political commitment from
the nation’s leaders. as well
as support from the media.

A similar
pressed by research assoct-
ate Karen Oppenheim Ma-

Cess slones

view was Cx-

DEATH’S DOOR:

son of the East-West Cen-
ter. She reported that female
children in most Asian de-
veloping countries are espe-
cially prone to health prob-
lems because of “gender-

Nothing

to eat.

based” discrimination.

Ms. Mason was straight-
forward: “Girls are deprived
of care in some poorer coun-
tries; they are fed less food.”
(DEPTHnews)

plague tuna industry

GENERAL SANTOS CITY. COTABATO — The Philip-
pines was Southeast Asia’s Lop tuna producer in the eighties,

Not anymore. The country now has the lowest tuna pro
duction in the region. although 1t 1s sull among the 40 biggest
tuna-producing countries in the world

Fishery experts blamed overfishing, poaching and lisher-
ies policies for the country’s tuna production decline.

“Depletion of our fishery stocks is caused by overhish
ing," says Dr. Virginia Aprieto, professor ol marine fisheries
at the University of the Philippines in the Visayas® College
of Fisheries. “Fishermen calch even very small hishes as a
result of the highly efficient purse seine-bamboo raft meth
od.”

Dr. Aprieto says poaching in the country’s fishing ground
by foreign vessels can be curtailed “with stricl law enforce-
ment and guarding of our territorial waters.”

She also blames the government for “lack ol management
and conservation measures in our [isheries policies in coping

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

with the emerging regimes of the seas and the growing
importance of tuna in the international market.”

Tuna. however. remains as the country’s largest single
[ishery subsector and accounts for about 40 percent of its
fishery exports. In 1991, canned tuna exporis reac hed 46,120
metric tons. earnmg over USS104 mullion for the country,
up by 9.7 percent from the 1990 higures.

Tuna export volume. however, dropped by L1 percent in
1992 from the 1991 level, according lo the Manila-based
Center Tor Research and Communications,

Last year. Thailand dislodge the Philippines as the world's
top exporier ol tuna 1o the United States. In the past, the
Philippines used 1o be number one. followed by Thailand,
then Japan and Taiwan.

Wilhelm Ortaliz. of the Tuna Canners Association of the
Philippines (TCAP). said the country will continue to go
down in the list unless the wharf in General Santos City 15
expanded

Vegetable e « o« o (From page 12)

The study revealed that
as early as 1950, vegetables
had been sold to the U.S.
bases, The years from 1980
to 1989 were the boom pe-
riod when most traders were
selling to ‘the bases. This
market dwindled and even-
tually closed with the final
pullout of the U.S. troops in
1992,

The farmers claimed thal
closure of the American
bases had reduced their 1n-
come by as low as 20 per-
cent to as high as 100 per-
cent in the case of farmers
producing specific vegetables
for the bases.

For instance, farmers in
Sagada, Mt. Province, have
stopped producing American
tomatoes alter the U.S, bases
closed.

The drop in income of
traders due to the closure of
the American bases ranged
from less than 20 percent to
100 percent, according 1o the
study. A rader who had been
supplying vegetables 10 Clark
Air Base said that he does
notsell first class vegetables
anymore these days. He
concentrates on lower class
of vegetables which he sup-
plies to local institutions at
lower profits.

The alternative markets of
these (armers. aside Irom the
Baguio City market. are
supermarkels in other cities,
Two ol the [armers are now
selling 1o the Japunese com-
munity in Manila. Some ire
targeting the hotels as then
alternate markets. Othel
markel outlets are found mn

big towns and in cities in-.

¢luding hotels. supermarkets,
public markets and restau-
rants. Supermarkets are the
biggest alternative markels.

The Lraders prefer the
supermarkets because ol
steady orders, the study
found.

These alternative markets
gave the vegetable indusiry
new prospects for growii,

Food chains like Jollibee,
Mc¢Donald and Kentucky
Chicken House are promis-
ing markel outlets but only
for vegetables such as pota-
toes. cucuimber, tomatoes and
letuce.

The study recommended
that farmers produce only
vegelables specifically need-
ed by specilic markets, With
the increase in flast food
chains, for example, polatoes
have shown good potentials.

Production area zoning,
proper production programi-
ming and grade standard-
izalion should also be in
place to improve quality and
ensure ready markets, sug-
gested the study.
(DEPTHnews)

General Santos City houses most of the country’s tuna
canneries.

Although local canners are compelitive in terms of pack-
aging and labor. the Makar wharf in General Santos City is
not big enough. Ortaliz noted. “Government should at least
double the wharf capacity and construct a huge common cold
storage,” he said,

Ortaliz also urged the government to liberalize the im-
portation of tin plate used in making tin cans. Because of
higher prices of tin cans, local canners cannot be competitive
in the area of institutional tuna cans, which is a bigger markel
than domeslic consumers, he said.

The Philippines is located along the “tuna belt,” running
from east-central Pacific, which boasts 60 percent of the
world's tuna.

About 21 species of tuna and tuna-like fishes are found
in the country. Of this number, only six are commercially
important. These are the yellowfin or albacor (Thunnus
albacores), skipjack or “gulyasan” (Katswwonus petamis), [rigate
tuna or “tulingan” (Awxis thazard), castem little tuna or “bonito”
(Euthynnus affinis). big-eye tuna or “tambakol™ (Awxis rocher).

The tuna industry in the Philippines started only in 1967.
It became a major industry in 1975 with the introduction ol
the purse seine-bamboo raft method.

“The purse-se¢ine and ring net are the commonly used gear
for commercial tuna fishing,” says Dr. Rafael D. Guerrero
[11, director of the Laguna-based Philippine Council for Aquatic
and Marine Research and Development (PCAMRD).

Use of anchored bamboo rafts, locally known as payaw,
was observed 1o be very effective in attracting big shoals of
fishes. This made purse seining and ring netting operations
more efficient.

Tuna is the largest of the mackerels. Distinguished from
the common mackerel, it has a body proportionally thicker
with a tail more deeply notched.

The tuna fishing grounds in the country are Babuyan
Channels, Batangas Coast, Cuyo Pass, Manilad Bay, Lagonoy
Gulf, Lingayen Gulf, Ragay Gulf, Tayabas Bay, and Westemn
Palawan in Luzon: Bohol Sea, Camotes Sea, Guimaras Strait,
Leyte Gulf, Samar Sea, Sibuyan Sea, Visayan Sea in the
Visayas; and Davao Gulf, Moro Gulf and Sulu Sea in Mindanao.
(DEPTHnews)
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Antibiotics not
for common colds

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

MANILA — Antibiotics should not be given
to people suffering from common coughs and colds.
“Not only is antibiotic treatment of coughs and

colds ineffective and a

Dr. Gadomski warns thal
antibiotics can have side
effects which complicate an
illness that otherwise would
have got better by itself.

“Unnecessary use of an-
tibiotics ¢an also lead to an-
tibiotic resistance which is
a growing problem world-
wide,” she wriles in a re-
cent issue of ARI News, an
international forum for ex-
change of news and views
on acute respiratory infec-
tions (ARI).

Dr. Gadomski also notes
that since coughs and colds
are common, the misuse ol
drugs to treat them may re-
sult in a shortage of essen-
tial drugs needed to treat life-
threatening illnesses such as
pneumonia.

“Reducing misuse of
drugs could reduce costs and
ensure a better supply of
antibiotics for those children
who really need them,” she
points oul.

Medical experts classify
coughs and colds as uppe!
respiratory tract infections
(URTI), which are a frequent
childhood illness. Many chil-
dren under live experience

waste of money, it can
three to cight episodes of
URTI a year,

Some URTIs, such as
olitis media or infection of
the middle ear. which can
have serious consequences
such as dealness. are treal-
able with antibiotics.

Bul the most frequent
URTI is the common cold

also be harmful,” says Dr. Anne Gadomski of

the Department of Pediatrics, University of

Maryland in the United States.

fections suggests that it is
not common lor coughs and
colds to develop into lower
respiratory infections such s
preumonia

This was proven in stud-
ics conducted in Kenyi the
Philippines. Thailand. Co-
lombia. Uruguay and Gua-
temala,

Rescarchers have

#

It can lead to resistance, a

growing problem worldwide.

_—

which, although uncomfort-
able for the child, is not
disabling or life-threatening.

Under pressure from fam-
ilies “to do something,”
health workers often pre-
scribe antibiotics for coughs
and colds. What these par-
ents do not know is that
almost all coughs and colds
are caused by viruses and
thus cannot be treated with
antibiotics.

Also, high incidence ol
coughs and colds compared
with a much smaller inci-
dence of lower respiratory in-

Joey PAPA

(Mula sa pahina 8)
komersyalismo 't propaganda
sa pagdating ni Pavarolii ay
lubhang ginastusan ng mga
organizer ng konsyerto. ito’y
naging popular,

Maitatanong tuloy kung
bakit hindi gastusan ng ganito
ang mga Pinoy na alagad ng
sining? Ang mga mang-aawit
na Pinoy na nagbabandila ng
pagbaka sa patuloy na

paglapastangan ng ating
kalikasan ay paminsan-
minsan lamang nagaganap.
Hindi pa malawak ang pro-
paganda na ginagawd para
matunghayan io
maraming mamamayan.
Kung gagawin ni Ms.
Arenas at mga kasama nito
ang isang konsyerto hinggil
sa pagsira ng ating kalikasan,
at hindi lamang isang araw
kundi isang kdmpanya,
palagay ko'y malaking

ng

found that ltor each episode
ol lower respiratory infection
per child per year, lour Lo
fourteen episodes of URTI
were reported.

A number of studies on
treating coughs and colds
with antibiotics have also
been done. Combined resulls
of the studies conducted in
Indonesia. Thailand and the
Uaited States disclosed tha
antibiotie treatment of URTIs
neither shortened the dura-
tion of coughs and colds, nor
prevented them from pro-
gressing 1o pneumonia,

nito  hindi
lamang sa mga batang kalye,
kundi sa maraming kabataan
at mamamayang Pilipino, al
Inang

maitutulong

maging sa
Kalikasan,

Matagal nang umaawil
nang may panaghoy ang ating
kalikasan, ang ating mundo.
Ngunil waring puro pamasak
butas lamang ang iginagawad
na malalang
karamdamang ito.

May balitang dadalhin

ating

lunas  sa

According Lo Dr.
Gadomski, many health work-
ers in the developing coun-
tries prescribe antibiotics for
coughs and cold in the belief
that tlus may prevent pneu-
montd (rom developing.

A health survey conduct-
c¢d by the Geneva-based
World Health Organization
in 1992 had shown that 32
percent of coughs and cold
cases in the Philippines were
given antibiotics. India close-
ly trailed with 18 percent

“Trained health workers
in the Philippines did not al-
ways treat according to their
diagnosis.” reports Dr. Mar-
ia Otelia D, Costales. chiel
of the ARI Division of the
Department of Health. “Even
1l a case was recorded as not
being pneumonia, antibiotics
were sometimes prescribed.”

Medical experts consider
common cold as a contagious
discase since it is easily
transmitied from person (o
person by infected droplets
of moiswure floating in the
air or by contaminated dust.
The symptoms develop from
one 1o two days aller expo
suie. (DEPTHRews)

daw st Frank Sinatra, Micha-
el Jackson, at
dayuhan

1ba pang
mang-aawil  sa
Pilipmas. Ang tanong ay ito?
Sobra na ba talaga ang hirap
bayan kung kaya'l
nilalansi na lang si Juan

ng

Pasangkrus sa pamamiagilan
ng pagtambak sa ating mga
mang-aawil  al
dayuhan, Hindi pa ba tayo
nabubunsol sa kanluraning
kultura na patuloy pa nating
sinususo hanggang ngayon?

awiling

VEGETABLES: Shrinking market.

Vegetable farmers
lose big market

By WILFREDO R. ESTOLAS

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET — The market and income
of vegetable farmers and traders in the Cordillera Auton-
omous Region have shrunk as a result of the closure of
American bases in the country in 1991.

The income loss also resulted in scaled-down operation
of growers and merchants by as much as 50 percent. Worse
still are the ensuing markel uncertainly and drop in pro-
duction and prices.

These were the conclusions of a study on the impact of
the closure of U.S. bases on the region's vegetable indus-
try. The study was jointly undertaken by Dr. Franco T.
Bawang and Dr. Julie A. Soliman, professor and former
dean of the College of Agriculture and director of exten-
sion, respectively. of Benguet State University. The study
was funded by the Department of Science and Technology.

The American bases had been a big and steady market
for lemperate vegetables grown in the Cordillera, accord-
ing 1o the study. This assured market enabled the industry
to institute quality control and provide market standards for
better prices.

In the immediate months following the bases' closure,
no drastic labor displacement was noted. Farmers and traders
then found alternative markets.

After three months, the study found, labor dislocation
was noted in the transport of vegetables from farms (o new
markels.

Farmers also sustained 40 to 60 percent drop in income
due to non-payment of vegetables for six months, accord-
ing to the study.

When more alternative markets were found, the drop in
prices slowed down, and shipments gradually increased. Il
was almost back to normal for a period of one year.

Prices of salad crops, which include leuuce, celery and
cucumber were miserably low because there was no markel
for three months after the bases closed. said the research-
ers. Consigned sales have not been collected alter more
than a year.

Contract farming lorged by growers and traders was
abrogated, with the losses being shouldered by the contract
Erowers,

Vegetable farming has been the main livelihood of farmers
along the Halsema Highway (now the Ninoy Agquino High-
way) that traverses the vegetable growing lowns of’ Benguel
and Mountain Province. |

Among the major markets for these vegetables were Camp
John Hay, Clark Air Base, Subic Naval Base and Wallace
Air Base.

The study covered 52 vegetable traders. Of the respon-
dents, 15 percent were retailers. 39 percent retailer-whole-
salers and 40 percent wholesalers.
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