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House PRESIDENT RAMOS discusses with some members of the Senate alternative measures which can be committed by both the Executive

and Legislative branches of government to replace the oil leyy during a meeting in Malacafiang last Feb. 11. Also in photo are (from left)

Pﬂge 9 Senate President Edgardo Angara, Senate President Protempore Leticia Ramos-Shahani and Executive Secretary Teofisto Guingona. (Malacafiang
Photo)




An Exposé on PAGCOR

How It
Was Then.

How Rt
Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average
monthly income was P29 million. The
highest monthly income declared was 55
million.

Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
income went up to 169 million in 1987,
£212.5 million in 1988, 290 million in 19889,
£341 million in 1990, P428 million in 1991,
£501 million in 1992 and 604 million in 1993.

Remiftance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the
government was 2.1 billion.

In more than seven years of operation, from
July 1986 to December 31, 1993, the new
PAGCOR has already remitted a total of

$22.60 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges
PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees'
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure
PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are dutifully
recorded, accounted for and audited by the
Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency
PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's income,
out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, the National Treasury, the National Power Corporation, the Social Fund of the President, cities
hosting the casinos, the Philippine Sports Commission, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts
and the Board of Claims. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the
substantial amount it remits to the government,PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating
arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in the past.

?AGC'O Responding Through Responsible Gaming

$ % .
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\\ ) ~ PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Alternatives to oil price
'levy branded as onerous

By ERIC S. GIRON

HERE IS a current search for a replacement to the alternative to an

P11 billion measure that will raise money for an oil price levy. The

government has adopted several options but as of this writing, it has
yet to come up with definite source for replacement,

The frantic search for a
replacement was caused by
the depletion of the oil price
stabilization fund which the
government used in paying
for the increases in oil pric-
es.

A presidential commitee
headed by Sen. Ernesto
Herrera and Executive Sec-
retary Teofisto Guingona, Jr.
expects to generate the P11
billion needed for the project.
These are made up of the
following various money-
raising projects to whip up
P15 billion:

A -five percent cut in
govemnment operation expen-
diture which is expected 10
raise P2 billion. Actually a
ten percent cul was suggest-
ed. This was cul down (o one-
half,

The collection of tax from
married couple (currently
enjoying tax exemplion)
which will raise P2.9 billion
to take effect by April; and
expansion of the value add-
ed tax which will raise P1.8
billion sometime in April.

These are not new taxes.
They have been suggested
before but were regarded as
“onerous” and were not
passed.

There has been a new
move Lo propose these taxes
which are expecled (o arouse
long debates if ever they are
approved.

Among other consider-
ation is the increase in the
airport terminal fee from
P300 1o PS00 which will raise
about P180 million.

Another proposal is the

-increase in Lhe registration

fees for truck. utility, and
luxury vehicles starting July
to raise P300 million.

Other taxes contemplated
are excise tax on soltdrink,
fruit juice, and boitled wa-
ter which will be implement-
ed in July and is expected
to generate P300 million.

Excise tax on liguor in-
cluding beer starting July is
expected Lo raise P600 mil-
lion.

The modified gross in-
come taxation scheme for

private corporation starting
July will raise about P1.5
billion by year end.

The increase in the stocks
transaction is expected Lo
raise P1.5 billion. Increase
in transactions from one-
fourth of one percent lo one-
half of one percent effective
September to raise P800
million.

Excise tax on non-essen-
tial items effective Septem-
ber will raise P90 million.

Affluent consumption tax
starting September will raise
P120 million. In addition to
these measures, the joint
committee wants to ban the
purchase ol new vehicles [o1
government agencies in the
next Lwo years.

They expect to draw ad-
ditional income from the on-
line lottery system or lotto
starting July this year which
will mean additional income.

Philippine  properties
abroad will be leased to
developers as another source
of revenue.

President Ramos will meet

o

OIL

members of both houses next
week to tackle the final list
of alternatives to the oil levy,
Guingona refused to commit
to a permanent fall back of
oil prices saying this i1s not
yet final. Eleven of the
measures would require con-
gressional approval.

A joint government-pri-
vale sector commiltee
worked overnight and
reached agreement on at least
14 alternative revenue pro-

LEVY: Search for an alternative.

posals to enable government
to forego the oil levy and
lease oil prices at pre-Janu-
ary 28 level.

One item suggested was
to tap part of the P159 bil-
lion national government
deposit in the old Central
Bank. Finance Secretary
Roberto de Ocampo said
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
was going to clarify the issue
before members of the
Kilusang Roll Back (KRB),

the organizalion representing
the private sector.

There was no final agree-
ment but there was neither
any sharp objection. Mean-
while Executive Secretary
Teofisto Guingona said
Malacanang will urge Sen-
ators at a meeting to give
way to the salary increase
plan of the executive instead
of pressing for congress-
approve increase for state
workers.

Bhutan step

THIMPHU — The Bud-
dhist kingdom of Bhutan has
stepped up surveillance to
contain the spread of the
dreaded AIDS in the coun-
try.

It has launched a
programme of random test-
ing of Bhutanese nationals,
who have (ravelled or re-
ceived treatment outside the
country in the past three
years,

People for testing are
chosen from a list of pass-
port holders. They are ap-
proached individually and
asked to participate in the
survey by giving blood sam-
ples for the HIV test. HIV,
or human immune deficien-
cy virus, causes AIDS.

A spokesman of the
Bhutanese Directorate of
Health Services says there
is no specific criteria for

S up war ag

By JAGAN NATH

the selection. He said names
are picked at random.

The HIV test detects the
presence of anti-bodies in the
blood to counter the virus.
It is being carried out at the
Thimphu General Hospital.

HIV positive patients will
be informed immediately, bul

the results will be keplt con-
fidential.

Health experts point out

that there is a so-called
‘window period’ when a
person infected with HIV has
not produced the anti-bod-
ies. During this period,
which lasts about (hree
months after a person is
infected, he or she can infect
others but will test nega-
tive.

The tests are voluntary.
Thus, people could choose
their own time for lesting.

ainst AIDS

According to Dr. Sangye
Thinley, national programme
manager for AIDS and STD
(sexually-transmitted diseas-
es), the surveillance is being
carried oul to determine the
HIV prevalence in different
sections of the Bhutanese
society.

In the past, the tests had
been carried out only in
particular groups like blood
donors, tuberculosis and STD

patients around the country,

A World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) consultant for
STD and AIDS, Else
Melgaard, adds that the sur-
vey will help the counitry
predict the costs of man-
aging AIDS and prepare for
future cases.

She points out the for-
midable costs management of

(Next page, please)
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the discase entails. Countrics
like India. Indonesia and
Thailand are already spend-
ing between US$11,000 and
US$13.000 on each AIDS
patient.

With medical services
becoming overstreiched. a
large number of AIDS cas-
e¢s also affect the country’s
cconomy. he said.

The Directorate of Health
has stressed the nced to
educate the pcople on AIDS.
While many people believe
that tests are unnecessary
because there is no cure for
AIDS. Ms. Melgaard points
out the need of informing the
people about AIDS.

For example. HIV posi-
tive patients can avoid
spreading the virus to their
family members and oth-
ers in the community.

Knowing about the virus
can also help them face
reality and prepare their own
families for the future.

Without adequate
knowledge of AIDS, pa-
tients could be ostracized
and the gravity of the
disease may not be
known. This way, the
spread of AIDS could be
faster and much wider.

Health officials are also
touring schools and other
educational institutions 1o
educate the younger gener-
ation.

So far, the Health Direc-
torate has screened 21,863
blood samples. Two have
tested positive.

Women, says a senior
medical expert here, are
especially vulnerable to
HIV infection because of
their generally subordi-
nate role in the family
and society.

The expert notes: ‘And
often they are unable Lo
protect themselves from sex-
ual transmission of HIV
because they have little
autonomy or say in sexual
decision-making. It is, there-
fore, essential that women
have more control over their
health and fertility.’

Only a determined global
effort to increase financial,
human and technical re-
sources is needed to fight the
disease.

Surprisingly, there is a
. new way lo study the sex-
ual behavior of voune peo-

ple — that is. by listening

to them. So says 4 Spokes-
man of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA).

Sound simple enough. bul
there’s more to this. The
‘parrative rescarch approach’
provides ways for adoles-
cents to recount one of their
so-called defining experienc-
es in coming of age — the
initial sexual relationship and
its aftermath. The point is
to let them explain their own
behaviour, not to silence
them with moral judgement.

Starting in 1988, teen-
agers in 11 sub-Saharan
African countries talked
about their sexual encoun-
ters. Youth leaders in cach
country drew from these
accounts o create a Lypical
story about the adolescent
sexual experience.

Next. the stories were
converted into questionnaires
for teenagers to fill out.
Having been tested by some
13.000 teenagers, the meth-
od is now ready for wider
use in Africa and other parts

UST’S BOTANICAL GARDEN: First Lady Amelita M. Ramos receives a water color painting of the hude
of the University of Santo Tomas Main Building by Professor Mario Santiago of the UST College of Archi-
tecture and Fine Arts during the launching of the development plan for the transformation of the entire UST
campus into a botanical garden recently. Presenting the painting to Mrs. Ramos is UST Rector Rolando de
la Rosa, O.P., while Dean Carmen G. Kanapi (3rd from left) of the College of Science and Roanne Ramos,
president of the College of Science’s Students Eco-Watch look on. (Malacafiang Photo)

of the world.
The WHO -and UNFPA

are now working on ac- ber of
tion programmes in a num- (Depthnews Asia)

countries.

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Makall, Metro Manlila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No. 94-020
MR. QUIRINO VILLARICA,
Mortgagee/s,
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as
amended by ACT 4118

- versus -

AQUILINA ANONUEVO,
Mortgagor/s,

NOTICE OF SHEBIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage under date of 29 November
1991, executed by AQUILINA C. ANONUEVO, mortgagor/s, in favor of MR, QUIRINO VILLARICA,
mortgagee/s, to satisfy the mortgage debt in the amount of P255,896.40, PESOS, in Philippine
currency, with interest, penalty, attorney's fees and other charges together with all lawiul fees
and expenses of foreclosure sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Makati,
Metro Manila, hereby announces that on March 4, 1994 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon
thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Building of Muntinlupa, Metro Manila,
he or any of his lawlul sheriffs, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for cash,
in Philippine currency the following described real property/ies, with all its improvements, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (265373) 112586

“A parcel of land (Lot 57-A of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-107376, being a portion of
Lot 57, Block 1, (LRC) Psd-19028), LRC Rec. No. 10766), situated in the Barrio of Sucat,
Municipality of Muntinlupa, Province of Rizal, Island of Luzon. x x x Containing an area of
THREE HUNDRED (300) SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

'Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate lorthemselves the titie/
s to the said real property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Makati, Metro Manila, 24 January 1994,

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR.
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff
(Sgd.) VILLAMOR R. VILLEGAS
Sherifl Incharge

WE FORUM
Feb. 7, 14, & 21, 1994

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 86, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF THE MINOR,
JOANA VAYA D. MALINAO,

SP. PROC. NO. Q-93-18489

PACITA MALINAQ HOUPLIN
& JOEL EUGENE HOUPLIN,
Petitioners.

A verified petition was filed with this Court by Sps. Pacita
Malinao Houplin and Joel Eugene Houplin, praying that after
due notice, hearing and publication, JOANA VAYA A. MALINAO,
be declared their child by adoption.

Notice Is hereby given that this petition will be heard by
this Court sitting at the Grd. Fir. of the New Hall of Justice
on March 7, 1994 at 8:30 in the morning, at which place, date
and time aforesaid, all interested persons are hereby cited to
appear and show cause, if any, why this petition should not
be granted.

Let a copy of this Order be published at the expense of
the petitioners, once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks
in the "WE FORUM", a newspaper of general circulation choseén
in a raffle conducted by the Execulive Judge of this Court

Petitioners are directed to serve copies of this Order, to-
gether with the petition and annexes upon the Office of the
Solicitor General and the Department of Social Welfare and
Development. The latter Is hereby directed to conduct a social
case study on the petitioners, the minor sought to be adopted,
and the latter’s natural parents, and submit its report before
the hearing stated above. Further, their representative is directed
to be present on the date and time of hearing.

SO ORDERED.

Quezon City, January 11, 1994,

(Sgd.) ANTONIO P. SOLANO
Judge

WE FORUM
Feb. 7, 14, & 21, 1904
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HEN WE think about air

pollution, we visualize the

smog that envelops our cit-
ies or industrial smokestacks belching
noxious fumes. Concern about these
kinds of obvious pollutants has gener-
ated widespread support for control-
ling air pollution.

But if the principal goal of pollution control
is to protect public health, this focus on outdoor
air pollution, and on the largest outdoor sources
of emissions, fails to do the job. For to affect
health, we must reduce people’s exposure lo
health-damaging pollutants in the air they
actually breathe. These pollutants come, to
a great extent, from relatively small local-
ized sources that are, literally, right under
our noses: cigarettes, spray cans and dry-
cleaned clothes, for example. And, most often,
these are indoors.

In fact, most of our exposure to pollutants
occurs indoors — inside homes, vehicles and
workplaces. The growing awareness of the
importance of small indoor sources reveals
both another set of important pollutants and
a new ordering of priorities for protecting
public health. Indeed, acknowledging that
health-damaging pollutants should be mea-
sured where the people are promises a rev-
olution in the way air pollution sources, victims
and control measures are evaluated.

MONITORING THE SAFETY OF THE
AIR WE DON'T BREATHE

In the United States, seven so-called “cri-
teria” pollutants are widely monitored and
regulated by the Clean Air Acl. Included are
particulates (solid or liquid particles suspended
in the air that cause or worsen respiratory
illness), carbon monoxide (a gas that dam-
ages the heart), and nitrogen dioxide (a gas
associated with respiratory illnesses). A large
national network of several thousand outdoor
monitors measures compliance with the stan-
dards.

The United Stales has served as a model

By KIRK R. SMITH
East-West Center Publication

for other nations where similar standards have
been established. But the current pattern of
monitoring and regulation may not direcily
address the locations and types of pollutants
with the most damaging health impact.

Current standards apply to outdoor levels
of pollution where measurements are most
easily made — typically the rooftops of public
buildings. These locations are chosen for
convenience, security, geographical spread and
general congruence with population distribu-
tion. Most people, however, do nol spend
much time outdoors, particularly in temper-
ate developed countries. In the United States,
for example, less than 10 percent of the popula-
tion's time is spent outdoors. Even in devel-
oping countries, 70 percent or more of the
population’s time is spent indoors.

How closely do the monitored outdoor
concentrations of pollutants match the actual
concentrations encountered by people in the
indoor environments where they spend 70 to
90 percent of their time? Studies in devel-
oped and developing countries have shown
that indoor and outdoor concentrations of most
pollutants are often signilicantly different.
Moreover, the local concentrations — both
indoor and out — do not correlate well with
concentrations measured at the nearest out-
door monitoring site. Thus, to understand the
pollutant concentrations (o which most peo-
ple are exposed most of the time, it is nec-
essary to monitor typical indoor environments.

AIR POLLUTANTS AND HEALTH

A pound of pollution released outdoors or
in places where® people do not spend much
time is substantially less damaging to health
than the same amount released near people,

For example, the major sources of ben-
zene emissions (a known carcinogen) in the
United States are automobiles and industrial
plants. now under tightening controls through
the Clean Air Act. The major sources of
benzene exposure, however, are found indoors
in household products and environmental
tobacco smoke. Carbon monoxide, long con-
trolled outdoors where it comes mainly from

cars, reaches people primarily from gas stoves
and by leaking directly into the passenger
compartments of cars. Emissions of p-dichlo-
robenzene, a probable cause of human can-
cer, come mainly from chemical manufactur-
ing plants. Exposures to people, however, come
mainly from household air deodorizing prod-
ucts. (See table.)

The major sources of air pollution expo-
sures differ depending on a country’s level
of development. The primary air pollution
health hazards in many developed countries
are from cigarette smoke, motor vehicles and
chemicals in household products. In develop-
ing counltries, the greatest pollution-related
threat to health comes from household and
neighborhoods use of dirty solid fuels, such
as coal, wood, crop residues and dung, for
cooking and healing.

Women — who do most of the cooking
— receive the greatest exposure to particu-
lates in developing countries. And infants,
who are particularly subject to respiratory
discases, are exposed when their mothers are
preparing food.

Similar examples can be found for the
developed countries. Stringent pollution con-
trols, for instance, are applied to coal-fired
power plants in the United States, yet they
still release about 500 thousand tons of
particulate pollution each year. Tobacco
smoking, which fortunately is declining, now
releases only something like 20 thousand tons
each year. From a particulate emissions stand-
point, therefore, power plants are 25 times
more polluting than cigarettes. When the
comparison is based on actual human expo-
sure, however, environmental tobacco smoke,
sometimes called passive smoking, is found
to produce some S50 times more exposure.
This does not include the immensely larger
exposure to the smokers themselves.

This means that from a particulate expo-
sure standpoint, a 2 percent decreasc in
environmental tobacco smoke would be equiva-
lent 1o eliminating all the coal-fired power
plants in the United States. This could come
from 2 percent cleaner, smaller or fewer
cigarettes, of course, but could also come
[rom better ventilation or more pressurc (o
encourage smokers to smoke outdoors.

Perhaps even more striking 1s that, per
pound released, environmental tobacco smoke

is more than one thousand times more dan-
gerous than the smoke from power plants.
This is due not to any difference in thewr
composition. assumed here to be identical,
but simply to the differences in the place and
tlime of release, Power-plant smoke is gen-
erally released from stacks high in the air
and out of town, or at least in parts of town
where few people live. Environmental tobac-

co smoke, however, is largely released in-
doors and often at the times when nonsmok-
ers are present. Put another way, per pound
released, the amount of environmental tobac-
co smoke actually inhaled by people is more
than a thousand times greater than what they
inhale from power plant emissions. This
difference is their relative “exposure effec-
tiveness” — a comparison of how much of
what is emitted actually goes into people’s
lungs.

This one comparison alone, if generally
accepted, would have tremendous implications
for air pollution control strategy in the na-
tion. It implies, for example, that we ought
to be willing to pay a thousand times as much
to control environmental tobacco smoke as
we are to control power-plant smoke. But
this is only one example of how our current
system of air pollution regulation and control
tends to ignore the sometimes large differ-
ences in exposure effectiveness that can exist
for the same pollutant in different situations.

A POLLUTANT IS A POLLUTANT
WHATEVER ITS SOURCE

Some argue that indoor and outdoor ex- _
posures to pollutants are fundamentally dif-
ferent and so should not be compared. Pow-
er-plant smoke is imposed on people without
their consent, the argument goes, and thus
warrants greater public concern than indoor
sources that people in some way bring on
themselves. There are at least two major flaws
in this argument, however,

First, it is only partly true that people
make the decision 1o bring indoor exposures
on themselves. How many members of the
public are able to interpret the list of ingre-
dients on a can of household cleaner or
pesticide to decide how much exposure is
warranted for their families? How is the
householder able to judge what chemicals will
be released from a carpet or piece of furni-
ture they buy? Even exposure 1o tobacco smoke
is cledrly not entirely a matter of choice,
because smokers still make up a significant
part of the population.

The second flaw in this argument is the
hidden assumption that the emissions from
ouldoor sources are somehow different from
those originating indoors. If we are serious
about controlling benzene exposures for health
reasons, should now we view ecach benzene
molecule as our enemy and work [o slop a
many as possible from reaching people? Whai
sense does it make to spend hundreds o
millions of dollars controlling stationary
outdoor sources, which cause relatively little

(Next page, please)
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human exposure, while ignoring the indoor
sources that cause the most? Will the parents
of a child afflicted by benzene-triggered
leukemia be less upsetl if they are assured
that the benzene probably came (rom indoor
sources?

The lcadership of Surgeon General C.
Everitt Koop during the mid-1980s is a model
for the approach being promoted here. When
AIDS became a problem, he attacked it
everywhere he could: at the blood banks, in
the bath houses. among the prostilutes, at the
schools, and so on. His target was the dis-
ease and he did not let himself be sidetracked
by issues aboul who had  brought it upon
themselves — that some AIDS cases were
somehow of less concern than others. Although
taking courage al the time. his approach is
actually the classic route to better public health.
Ignoring some exposures because they are
indoors, “voluntary,” or otherwise less wor-
thy of attention is the roule to wasting re-
sources. Wasting resources is the route to
protecting fewer people than we can, resull-
ing in greater ill health than necessary.

Another criticism of efforts to bring in-
door exposure considerations into regulatory
frameworks is that this will result in an in-
fringement of individual rights — that big
government will place electronic monitoring
devices in every home. This is ridiculous, for
total exposures can be determined by statis-
tical sampling techniques analogous to the
way the Nielsen ratings of TV viewing habits
are done.

A variant on this Big Brother argument is
that regulating indoor pollution will require
the government to impose its will on the
individual householder, meaning that pollu-
tion fines, limits and other controls would be
imposed on the “castle” that is each house-
holder’s home: It is useful to note, however,
that the infamous London smog of 1952, which
killed 4,000 people in a few days and insti-
gated air pollution control legislation around
the world, was largely due to household coal
heating stoves. Just such a beliel that an
Englishman’s home is his castle had held back
efforts to control houschold sources even
though outdoor sources had started to be
controlled in London. The stove smoke's
release al breathing level right in the neigh-
borhoods where people lived gave it a tre-
mendous exposure effectiveness during the
windless foggy days of the smog.

In fact, governments already have ways 1o
control much inside our homes. Fuel quality
is regulated by the government as is the
performance of stoves and other combustion
devices. Building and fire codes already affect
ventilation rates, although aimed primarily at
other issues. Household chemical producis are
subject to regulation, some substances being
banned, for example. Radon gas inspections
are mandated in many states. Taxes, public
cducation and controls on advertisgments have
1ad clear impacts on tobacco consumption.
lhere would seem to be little need to invent
mny other policy tools to control indoor air
rollution, but rather to adjust the existing
mes to address concerns about people's
:xposure lo pollutants,

TOTAL EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT

The increasing, if tentative, attention being
siven to indoor air pollution is an indicator
»f a more fundamental shift occurring in the
nvironmental health sciences: recognition of
he need for total exposure assessment (TEA).
The idea behind TEA is that if we are to
inderstand how a particular pollutant affects
iumans and what the most effective control

measure is. il is necessary to account for all
routes of exposure. To do this, we must study
the various microenvironments in which people
spend time. This can be done by measuring
pollutant concentrations scparately in each
microenvironment and then taking the sum
weighted by the person-hours spent in each,
Another approach is personal exposure mon-
itoring in which the air in the breathing zone
of individuals is sampled during normal daily
activilies. A range ol portable devices and
technigues for both kinds of monitoring hus
been developed.

A complete TEA would involve summing
exposures across all routes of entry into the
body, that is, ingestion, inhalation and skin

each. Examples of classes of emission sourc-
es might include vehicles, stoves vented
indoors, stoves vented outdoors, acrosol cans,
cigareltes, power plants, gas stations and dry
cleaners. Exposure effectiveness is the per-
centage of the pollution from cach emission
source that actually reaches people’s breath-
ing zones.

This task is not as daunting as il may
secem. There is already a great deal of infor-
mation about the characteristics of pollution
sources. We do, however, need more infor-
mation about the distribution of the popula-
tion's time in the principal microenvironments.

Of course, no individual aerosol can is
used exactly the same way as any other and

Table. Emissions versus exposures:
The most important sources of air pollution in the United States

l

Pollutant Health effects

emissions sources

Major Major

exposure sources

Particulates Respiratory diseases |

Benzene Cancer, particularly

leukemia

Tetrachloroethylene | Cancer

Chloroform Cancer

p-Dichlorobenzene | Cancer

Carbon monoxide | Heart disease

Nitrogen dioxide

Industry; automobiles;
home heating

Industry; automobiles
|

| Dry-cleaning shops

| Sewage lrealment plants

‘ Chemical manulacturing

| Automobiles

Respiratory diseases ‘ Induslry; automobiles

Environmental tobacco
smoke

Environmenital tobacco
smoke; household products

Dry-cleaned clothes

Chorinated waler from
showers

Air deodorizers
Driving; gas stoves

Gas sloves

absorption. For 'many of the major air pol-
lutants, however, exposure by routes other
than inhalation is insignificant. And small
changes in indoor conditions affect total
exposures more than do large dilferences in
outdoor concenirations. even though indoor
levels are affected by outdoor pollution.
Attempts to accurately correlale health ef-
fects with outdoor concentrations alone may,
therefore, be [oiled.

Indeed, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has itself conducted a set of Total
Exposure Assessment Methodology (TEAM)
studies in dilferent parts of the country, The
TEAM studies provide ample evidence that
outdoor measurements ure often nearly use-
less in determining actual human exposures
to air toxics (volatile organic chemicals) as
well as for the more Iraditional pollutants,
such as particulates and nitrogen dioxide. The
studies show that, in the United States, peo-
ple’s exposure to harmful pollutants depends
far more on their activities (for instance,
whether they work or live with a smoker)
than on whether they live in an urban or
industrial setling or near a chemical plant or
oil refinery. The EPA has apparently not,
however, taken these lindings to heari, There
is a serious lag between science and policy
as only a tiny fraction of the EPA's budget
15 set aside for lolal exposure assessmenl and
research on indoor pollution

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

How might governments begin to address
the problem of indoor air pollution? And how
can we even begin 1o quantify the effects of
the thousands of potential sources of indoor
pollution?

* Perhaps the easiest way is to establish broad
ciasses of emission sources and then deter-
mine the average exposure effectiveness of

thus each actually has a unique exposure effec-
tiveness. It might be argued, therefore, that
since it would clearly be impractical to
determine an exposure effectiveness separately
for each device, the whole procedure should
be abandoned. Again, the answer is in sta-
tistical sampling techniques, which can be
used to determine the average and range of
exposure effectiveness for cach class of
devices. Even if some sources are used in a
much different way than the average, we would
still be much better off than with the present
system, which ignores exposure effectiveness,

Once cexposure effectiveness [igures are
determined for each important class of emis-
sion sources (a calculation that would have
1o be periodically updated), air pollution control
decisions could be based on the emissions of
each source weighted by the exposure effec-
tiveness of its class. This would give priority
to those sources that produce the most hu-
man ill health and not to those that just produce
the most outdoor emissions,

One difficulty with this suggestion, at leasl
for the United States, is that no single agen-
¢y has a wide enough mandale to regulate the
wide range of sources revealed by total
exposure assessment. Several agencies, in-
cluding the Environmental Protection Agen-
¢y, the Food and Drug Administration, the
Occupation Safety and Health Administration,
the Consumer Product Safety Commission and
the Department of Energy have jurisdiction
over areas that would need to be effectively
coordinated for total exposure assessment. As
a start, however, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency could consider the exposure
effectiveness of the classes of sources that
already lie within its mandate.

FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS

In considering policies based on the prin-

ciple that controlling people's exposure to
pollutants should take priority over controlling
emissions, we need to address several ques-
tions about current air pollution policy on
the United States:

@ [s public health the real concern behind
current regulations? Or have other hidden
priorities — such as aesthetics, property values
and simple outrage at industrial polluters —
shaped our policies?

® Since there is no qualitative difference
among exposures of the same pollutant in
different situations, such as indoor and out-
door or “voluntary” and “involuntary,” why
should one be of public health concern and
one not?

® Would a new emphasis on controlling
exposure rather than emissions create polit-
ically unacceptable control strategies in which
some population groups receive little benefit
because it is too expensive to reduce their
exposures? Would this be seen as the major-
ity unfairly berefiting at the expense of a
minority?

® What hasn’t the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency translated the findings of its own
studies on total exposure assessment into
policies and programs to reduce people’s
exposures to pollutants. Is institutional iner-
tia contributing to the survival of outmoded
pollution control strategies?

@ How do we map a public health strat-
egy that recognizes that by controlling too
much in one place we waste resources that
could have been used to achieve greater health
benefits overall?

Liet me tackle the last question in this way.
We can perhaps agree that our goal is the
day when there are no human-generated tox-
ins circulating in the environment. Unfortu-
nately, we neither have the resources nor the
knowledge to make tomorrow be that day.

What we can do, however, is design a
pathway so that at the end of each day we
can tell ourselves that we have moved as far
as possible toward our goal with the time and
other resources available. Thus, we do not
say that anyone’s favorite hazard is not
important, only that it will be put on a priority
list that starts with the control measure that
brings the most benefit. Eventually, every-
thing is to be controlled. How much to spend
cach day is a political decision with scien-
tific, economic and social inputs.

The design of the best pathway lo follow,
however, can procced even at Limes when
overall movement along the path is slow.
Although there exists no perfect way to make
the comparisons needed to design such a
pathway, total exposure assessment is the bcs.l
for a broad range of pollutants

The bottom line, again, is that when ill
health is the outcome of concemn, il is nec-
essary to look for pollution where people are;
most people do not spend much time out-
doors, let alone on the roofs of post offices.
Put another way, total exposure assessment
gives us a much better indicator of the real
factor of interest, health effects, than do outdoor
concentrations, It is thus exposure that should
be focus of our atlenlion.
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Qil levy need not be

S DAILY disclosures seem to bear out, President Fidel Ramos might
Ahave been taken by his bum advisers when the government im-

posed a one peso oil increase recently. Five reasonable alternatives
have been “discovered” by the Kilusang Rollback (KRB) and if Rep. Joker
Arroyo’s expose is borne out by subsequent investigations, this govern-
ment could be wallowing in cash that could make any greedy congress-
man’s mouth water.

According to the KRB’s study, the five measures it is proposing could
easily generate almost P53 billion, five times over the P10 billion sought
to be raised to replenish the empty Oil Price Stabilization Fund. These
are:

A 75 percent slash in the pork barrel allocations of congress which
could generate P2.9 billion; A five percent reduction in government ex-
penses to save P2 billion; Improvement of tax collection by the bureaus
of internal revenue and customs, P15 billion; Withdrawal of the P33 billion
government subsidy to the Bangko Sentral; and Reduction of interest rates.

The KRB is convinced that if these measures were to be adopted by
the administration, there would be no further need to re-impose the oil
levy and add the additional burden to ordinary taxpayers.

Arroyo, who has been dubbed by some quarters as the “conscience
of congress” perhaps because that low house needs a conscience, had expressed
the view that the state could have used P159 billion deposit it has with
the defunct Central Bank, instead of screwing the millions of ordinary
consumers who even now could hardly make both ends meet. According
to him, finance officials are withholding information on the huge nest egg
which was allegedly transferred to the Board of Liquidators when the CB
was replaced by the BSP last year. In a senate hearing last week, an
arrogant BSP official provoked the senate inquiry as Sen. Raul Roco,
chairman of the committee on banks, disclosed that July of last year, the
money was still in custody of the national treasury. Another monumental
seam could be in the making.

‘With all these choices surfacing, it would indeed be a foolhardy president
who would still insist on the P1 oil levy. The temporary rollback is only

W good up to the end of this month. Mr. Ramos would be doing himself a

h 3

great favor if he heeds the popular clamor to roll back and fire the bum
advisers who maneuvered him into the edge of the snake pit. If he did
not recover his poise in time, there’s no telling where he coold land.

Crooks in uniform?

T IS a high probability that they are only trying to emulate their idols

in the low house. Just very recently six navy officers and a business-

man were charged before the Sandiganbayan for graft in connection
with the ghost purchase of P337 million worth of speedboats in 1982.
These valiant officers and gentlemen are, for the record:

Rear Admiral Simeon Alejandro (ret), Capt. Luisito Fernandez,
Commodore Domingo Salipsip, Commodore Mario Baltazar (ret), Capt.
Andres Andres, Commodore Ponciano Bautista (ret), and a certain Ed-
ward Marcelo. According to Dep. Ombudsman Francisco Villa, the navy
in 1982 entered into a contract for the purchase of 55 fiber-glass speed-
boats for P425.7 million. In three installments, it eventually paid the supplier
the amount of P337 million without one speedboat being delivered (o the
buyer. A classic case of ghost purchase, if ever there was one.

Well, there’s the firemen’s scam of almost a half billion which we
cannot exactly remember, although the modus operandi was almost sim-
ilar to the navy. The appropriation for firemen’s salary increases and
modernization equipment was suddenly missing, as of smoke rising into
the air. As usual, top officials of the Bureau of Fire Prevention are in-
volved. It may take sometime before the culprits are punished for their
misdeeds, considering how the justice system operates in this country. But
the bloodsuckers may get their comeuppance soon enough. Rank and file

(Page 11, please) ,

Already
incurable?

A CLIENT of mine was discussing some
legitimate business with the wife of a former
Regional Trial Court judge, now a top banana
in the judiciary, when who would call her
up but the accused in a Kalookan case where
my client was Lhe private complainant. The
phone conversation lasted for several min-
utes, after which she told him all aboul it.
Like:

— Mr. George Caller is so close to the
couple he calls them Dad and Mom.

— Mr. Caller was slighted by the fact
that she and her husband, and other judges,
failed to attend his sumptuous birthday party
a couple of weeks earlier.

— One of her sons, a lawycr and known
influence peddler, would often appear for
Mr. Caller just to be sure he “wins™ his
cases.

My client could not believe what she told
him. It made him seethe inside, remember-
ing how he had “lost” the Kalookan case.
Al the time this case was being heard, we
did not know that Mr. Judge had already
“talked™ with his Kalookan counterpart. But
not taking any chances, Mr. Judge sent his
own son to represent Mr. Caller, who is a
millionaire. (Hearing the son argue in courl
will make you wonder how he hurdled the

Bar.)

Sure enough, my client left the ex-judge’s
mansion (yes, a mansion) with no more faith
in our judicial system.

“Ganon pala,” he said, incredulous. “Pera
ang umiiral, hindi batas.”

What could I say to that?

As I write this, I remember the times I
appeared before this former RTC Judge.
Judging by his physiognomy, you would think
he's a saint.

Looks are indeed deceiving.

But deceiving or not, I ask the question,
as I'm sure many other Filipino victims of
injustice are asking: Is our sick judiciary
already incurable?

LR 2 L

Only the politicians of Mandaluyong,
notably Senator Gonzales, Congressman
Zamora and Mayor Abalos, are grinning
from ear to ear over the conversion of
their town into a city., The taxpaying

(Page 9, please)
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Senile dementia will be be a major problem in Asia

By GEORGE JAVIER

MANILA — Worldwide improvement of
«ealth care facilitics, low fertility and mor-
Wity rates. are changing the population pic-
are in almost every country.,

While before. people aged 65 and above
vere found mostly in developed countries.
he Third World — while still home to a
izable number of very young people — is
sradually seeing the greying of its popula-
ion. The United Nations Population Fund
UNFPA) has reported that the proportion
f under 15s has been falling all over Asia.

Other UN projections suggest that by the
sear 2000, when the global population of
35 years and above will be 426 million,
asia will account for 86 percent of those
yeople. The elderly population in the devel-
yping world grows at the rate of 88.6 per-
ent between 1980 and 2000 while the rate
s only 32.5 percent in the devecloped re-
;ions.

The changing population profile will also
aean a change in the health picture.

Dr. M. Gourie-Devi of India, the world’s
;econd most populous nation, has pointed
yut that ageing will mean an increase in
:hronic and disabling disorders. Medical
sxperts will have to face up to the chal-
enge of detecting early potentially treat-
ible ailments in the elderly.

A professor of neurology and head of
he department of neurology at the National
[nstitute of Mental Health and Neuroscience

(NIMHANS) in Bangalore. India. Dr. Gourie-
Devi presented a paper on the fafective
Causes of Dementia in the Tropics during
the recent annual convention of the Philip-
pine Neurological Association (PNA).

In her presentation. the professor [ocused
particularly on (wo problems which Asia’s
clderly are likely to sulfer [rom increasingly
— multi-infarct dementia and Alzheimer’s
disease. which together account for more
than half of all dementia cases in old peo-
ple.

Dementia refers 1o a chronic or persis-
tent disorder of the mental processes due (o
organic brain discases. Il is marked by
memory disorders, changes in personality,
deterioration in personal carc. impaired
reasoning ability and disorientation.

While there are cases of presenile dementia
among young and middle-aged people se-
nile or old-age demenlia is the more com-
mon. Multi-infarct dementia involves the
death of tissues due¢ Lo inadequate blood
supply while Alzheimer's discase. a pro-
gressive form occurring in middle age or
later, is associated with diffuse degenera-
tion of the brain. So far, there is no treat-
ment for Alzheimer's disease.

Dr. Gourie-Devi stressed the need to have
a better understanding of such problems as
bacterial and parasitic infections leading to
dementia, like cysticercosis (a disease caused
by the presence of tapeworm larvae in body

tissucs), syphilis and tuberculosis (TB) as
well as the mechanisms underlying the old-
age disorder. It is particularly important 10
determiné cases due to (reatable causes,
especially in the central nervous system
(CNS).

A better understanding of the causes of
old-age health problems can lead to a ra-
tional approach to their management.
Immunodiagnostic. microbiological and ra-
diological profiles as well as clinical [ca-
tures will help in accurate diagnoses for most
patients. the professor said.

Dr. Gourie-Devi said, with the rapid rate
of increase of HIV infections and the oc-
currence of co-infection with other organ-
isms. the proportion of dementia due to
bacterial infection is also expected to rise.
HIV or human immunodeficiency virus
causes the deadly AIDS. The association of
neurosyphilis (syphilis affecting the nervous
sysiem) and dementia has been examined
from Iwo viewpoints — frequency of
neurosyphilis among patients with dementia
and dementia in patients with neurosyphilis.

Neurosyphilis, which afflicts men who
are the most common victims, can be treat-
ed with penicillin, she said.

Neurocysticercosis (NCC), according to
the specialist produces protean or variable
manifestations. Dementia is one of its less

frequent features, the most common being -

seizures and increased intracranial tension.

Cysticerosis, a parasitic disease of the hu-
man CNS, is caused by tapeworm larvae
mosl often of Taenia Soleum.

NCC, Dr. Gourie-Devi said, is widely
prevalent in Mexico, Central and South
America, Spain, the Far East and other trop-
ical countries including India. There is a
high prevalence rate of NCC in slum areas,
especially where pigs are raised.

Careful analysis of computer tomography
(CT) scan and magnetic resound imaging
(MRI) makes it possible to determine whether
the cyst is ‘live’ or ‘dead.” These critical
observations are useful in planning the strat-
egy for management, the professor said.

In treating cysticerosis, she advises ex-
treme caution in the use of cysticidal drugs
because rapidly developing coma has been
observed.

She recommends careful supervision. An
initial low dose of praziquental or albendazole
drugs after a period of priming with steroid
is mandatory. Praziquental was found to enter
the cyst wall and cause calcium influx while
albendazole seems to reduce the glucose
uptake, leading to the death of the parasite.

Dr. Gourie-Devi noted that TB, in gen-
eral, and neurotuberculosis (TB in the ner-
vous system), in particular, continue to be
major health problems in developing coun-
tries.

In industrialized nations, the remarkable

(Page 9, please)

Third World jobless
now number 300 million

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

MANILA — The Philippines’ “Kabuhayan
2000,” 1aunched by President Ramos recently,
could also meet the needs of other devel-
oping countries Lo generate jobs in the rural
areas and alleviate poverty.

The Philippines program seeks to create
two million jobs in three years and open
countryside development through in-a P23
billion multi-agency undertaking focused
primarily on reforestation, agri-business, rural
enterprise and infrastructure, including hous-
ing and social welfare,

Unemployment and underemployment are
prevalent in the Third World, resulting in
grinding poverty for millions of families that
find no relief through the centuries. The relief
lies on mass employment as seen by the
International Labor Organization (ILO).

[LO has long identified lack of jobs as
the cause of poverty in most developing
countries. To ease the serious problem, the
United Nations agency has urged these
countries to give unemployment and under-
employment top priority in program (hrusts
of governmeni and the private sectors.

According 1o an ILO report, about 300
million people in the Third World are job-
less or have jobs which are so unproductive
that they cannot earn enough even (0 sup-

- port themselves and their families at a de-

cent standard.

An additional 1,000 million will swell
the “role of the desperate” before the end
of this century “unless there is a draslic
change in the way we run our world,” says
ILO. Without priority in program thrusts of
government and the privale sectors, there is
little hope of breaking the cycle of depri-
vation from one generation 10 the next, it
adds.

The appalling dimension of human mis-
ery in the Third World is reflected in data
from the Asian Regional Organization of
the International Confederation of Free
Unions. In the early 1970s when the world
population was about 3.5 billion, from 550
million to 700 million lived in severe pov-
erty, 500 million were chronically hungry,
1,500 million were illiterate, and 300 mil-
lion unemployed or underemployed.

By the year 2000 or just six years from
now, both the population and the worklorce
are projected to double in developing coun-
tries. Job creation requirements for the next
20 years or so would total 300 million as
new entrants to the labor market are expect-
ed to reach one billion.

Most of the efforts in job creation will
have to be in the Third World where pro-
ductive emﬂloymcnl is projected Lo rise from

R

S
JOBS IN RURAL
4.5 million to over 1.4 billion. To meet this
target, each of the under-developed coun-
tries (excluding China) will have to achieve
an annual growth rate of from 10 to 13
percent, Currenuy, the koot —2tes achieved
— wilh some exceptions — do not exceed
five or six percent.

In agriculture, out of a total «.ntkiorce
of 418 million, 228 mil on Juck adequate
employment opportunilies.

By year 2000, the labor lorce needing
productive employment will total 2.25 bil-
lion in the Third World.

Previously. development planners had
taken a course aimed at supplyiug, (e basic
needs of the poorest people in developing

AREAS: Tackling unemployment.

nations. These countries concentrated on the
growth rates in the small modern industrial
sector of their economies in the hope that
this sector will pull with it the rest of the
nation Lo prosperity,

But the sirategy failed. It has now be-
come obvious that the small industrial sec-
tor could not spur the rest of the nation to
progress.

Apparently, development strategies in the
Third World have now pinned their hopes
on giving employment and underemployment
top priority in program thrusts by creating
job-generating projects countrywide and thus
eradicating poverty in these countries.
(DEPTHnews)

‘v.
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Fragile peace in the House
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THE NBI has thrown the books at the
suspects in the slaying of NBI agent Sarit
who was killed by hold-uppers. So far iwo
of the suspects have been slain in alleged
“shoot-outs” with NBI operatives. They say
another one is in cuslody so it is not far-
fetched 1o expect that this third suspect will
“attempt to escape” and be Kkilled. too. In
my book, that is “salvaging™ and in lay-
man’s term. murder commitied by law
enforcers. The ominous warnings of NBI
director Epimaco Velasco that no one can
kill an NBI agent and get away with it fits
the recent deaths of the suspects to a “T".
We applaud the NBI is busting criminal
syndicates but murder should not be one
that the agency should be applauded for.

khkkn

Now the son of Governor Dy of Isabela
has been surrendered by his father to the
PACC for the alleged rape of two Amer-
ican exchange students in Baguio. This
case has already generated international
attention and according to reports, the
US Embassy is closely monitoring the
actions taken by our law enforcers and
the courts. Abangan natin. Let us see if
the powerful political connections of Dy
will get him off the hook or whether justice
will take its course as it must. Many scions
of influential families abuse because they

rely on the power, wealth and political
clouts they can avail of, whatever crimes
they commit. And yet when small fries
get caught, the books are thrown at them.
With small shots, ang dali ng mga pulis
at CIS at NBI gumalaw.
R

“P100 million bribe try on Sanchez es-
cape™ - lead story. This story makes me
laugh. Whoever concocted this incredible
story must have a very fertile imagination
or somebody wants 1o hit the headlines again
at the expense of the Calauan Mayor. | have
no real sympathy for Sanchez: in fact 1
rejected his request that I be his lawyer but
| do not believe he will offer P100 million
just to escape; I don't even believe Sanchez
had that much moola to offer. P1 million
baka puede pa pero P100 million? There
are other ways to put to more productive
use such a huge sum and not for escaping.
As they say in the talk shows “That's a lot
of nonsense...”

ek ook

Is there peace, finally in the House of
Representatives and a status quo is final-
ly in place? Maybe yes, maybe no but all
indicators are that peace, il there is one,
is a fragile peace which can snap at any-
time. Just as 1 write this piece, I read
about the demand of LDP congressman

Emigdio Tanjuatco, Cory’s first cousin
demanding for revamp of House Com-
mittees. I am sure that as of this time the
protagonists are just biding their time to
strike when least expected. Jose de Venecia
is not that safe yet.

LR L]

Imagine Congressman Mariano Yulo of
Negros. Chairman of the House Ethics
Committee announcing that he will not in-
vestigate reported anomalies in the House?
Wala daw anomalics among his colleagues!
I think Yulo must be conditioning his mind
1o belicve that he is co-existing with saints
in the House of Representatives, Maybe Yulo
never heard about the lahar scam, the Furusato
meals, the furon servings, the use of gov-
ernment funds to buy flowers and gifts. |
am reminded of that scandalous use of
Supreme Court funds to buy bras, briefs,
flowers, and many crazy items including
groceries which the Supreme Court got angry
when | opened a probe aboul them in 1988,
causing my evenlual suspension.

hkkn

The gorernment has warned traders
against increasing prices of commaodities
as a result of the sudden hike in oil pric-
es. Pero look at what'’s going on. Meralco
wants rates increase, MWSS wants rate
increase, transportation fares have gone

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

up, oil companies demand more price
increases, even schools agitate for tuition
fees increases. So what else is new? Even
local governments demand increase in
many taxes and some local government
units have raised realty taxes up to 500%.
They expect traders to stay put and lose
their shirts?
LE L L

Just asking. What happened to the re-
ported sugar quedan scams in Negros where
the Sugar Regulatory Administration was.
reported to be involved? What about reports
of sugar from Thailand being passed for our
produce, using local quedans because Thai
sugar is cheap?

ek

By the way I was told by a ranking
RAM-YOU officer that they have suspend-
ed peace talks with the government be-
cause nothing concrete is being offered.
Wala daw direksiyon ‘yung talks. “Talk
talk talk lang kuno.”

Pres. Ramos statement on Mr. Lee Teng-Hui’s Subic visit

TAIWAN PRESIDENT Lee Teng-Hui

.tbday Feb. 9, 1994 made a very brief stop-

over in Subic on his way to other ASEAN
countries.

President Lee and I took this opportunity
to hold informal discussions on a wide range
of subjects pertaining to trade. Investments
and labor which are of interest to both our
countries. The discussions were very cor-
dial and productive.

The Taiwanese leader was accompanied
by a number of his ministers and other
officials, while with me were Secretaries
Navarro, Confesor and Habito. Bangko

Sentral Governor Gabriel Singson, Chair-
man Richard Gordon of the Subic Bay
Metropolitan Authority. and Ambassador
Armando C. Fernandez. Director of the
Manila Economic and Culwural Office
(MECO) in Taipei.

Very prominent in our discussions were
the possibilities for substantial Taiwanese
investments in the Philippines in the light
of the current low level of trade and in-
vestments between the Philippines and
Taiwan,

We noted that agri-business, to include
the processing of agricultural products, was

Senile dementia . .

decrease in TB incidence seen in the last
50 years is reversing with the rising prev-
alence of HIV infection. TB has emerged
as a major cause of death.

In the Indian subcontinent, tuberculosis
meningitis (TBM) is one of the most com-
mon forms of extrapulmonary TB, consti-
tuting one-third of childhood TB admissions
in hospitals. .

The neurologist showed analysis of
NIMHANS data for five years (1984-89)
showing that 172 patients with TBM are
seen annually, constituting 7.9 percent of
hospital admissions. /

In majority of cases, the problem is

' subacute meningitis. The most frequent cause

in five to six cases was the development of
hydrocephalus (an abnormal increase in
cerebrospinal fluid in the brain) due to basal
arachnoiditis (inflammation of membranes

° (From page 8)

covering the brain and spinal cord).

Dr. Gourie-Devi's recommendation for
the treatment of TBM involves three to four
drug regimens of isoniazid (INH), refampi-
cin, pyrizamide, ethambutol or strepiomy-
cin initially for two months, followed by
INH for another 16 months — the total dura-
tion being 18 to 24 months.

In Bombay, of the 242 AIDS cases re-
ported, 25.7 percent had neuroAIDS. More
than half, 58.8 percent had
neurotuberculosis and 17.7 perecent had
AIDS-related dementia.

Dr, Gourie-Devi said HIV infection has
shown a rapid increase based on studies made
as early as 1985. As of October 31, 1992,
of the 1,528,567 individuals screened, 10,856
were found to be HIV positive, the positiv-
ity rate being 7.1 per 1,000 population.
(DEPTHnews Asia)

Han

a prominent area for possible investment,
involving Philippine land and labor and
Taiwanesc technology and capital. Presi-
dent Lee stated the expectation that, as a
result of the Uruguay Round of Multilat-
eral Trade Negotiations, and developments
in Taiwan's economy. Taiwan would be
importing more and more processed agri-
cultural products from overseas. We also
discussed financial cooperation and fish-
eries matters,

I also invited Taiwanese investments in
the infrastructure projects that we. are un-
dertaking. President Lee expressed his keen
interest in these projects and his intention
to encourage Taiwanese investments in
them.

As a result of the visit, President Lee
confirmed that the 300-hectare Taiwanese
project for light manufacturing in Subic would
be inaugurated on the 20th of February, an
event of great importance for the future of
Subic.

We undertook to encourage charter flights
between Subic and Taiwan.

The two delegations agreed to hold the
third Philippines-Taiwan Economic Confer-
ence in Subic in June to coincide with the
annual meeting of the Philippines-Taiwan
Business Council.

We agreed jointly to work out measures
for the protection and welfare of the Fili-
pino workers in Taiwan in order to ensure
that the workers receive the benefits to which
they are entitled.

The Philippine Government does not
consider this stopover of President Lee as
a violation of its long-standing one-China
policy as the brief visit was unofficial in
nature and the discussions deait entirely with
trade and investment and labor matters.

The Philippine Government values high-
ly the Philippines’ relations with the Peo-
ple's Republic of China and will take care
to ensure that those relations continue to be
preserved and strengthened.

Max NOBLE

residents are not, and the reason is sim-
ple: they'll be paying higher taxes, the
assurances (o the contrary by Abalos
notwithstanding.

I just wonder: if Mandaluyong de-
serves cityhood, with more reason that
Makati deserves it. But why did
Mandaluyong get it ahead? To my knowl-
edge, the Makati cityhood bill was filed
ahead of Mandaluyong’s. Is it because
Congressman Joker, unlike Zamora, is

(From page 7)

no Ramos boy?
LA L L

Talking of cityhood, I understand most
of the other towns of Metro Manila, if not
all, also want to become cities.

Al the rate the cityhood movement runs,
I won't be surprised if, a few years hence,
there will be no more municipalities in the
Philippines but only cities. And, certainly,
no more provinces.

As it is, the Philippines has proba-
bly the biggest number of cities in the
world.
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"Food output growth slowing

MANILA — The world
is experiencing a massive
slowdown in the growth in
food production, reports the
Washington D.C.-based
Worldwalch Institute.

In its latest report on
progress loward a sustainable
society, the Institute says
growth in output of oceanic
fisheries has come to a hall
and that of land-based food
systems has fallen behind
population growth.

“Constraints imposed by
the earth’s natural systems,
the environmental degrada-
tion of land and water re-
sources, and the diminishing
backlog of yield-raising ag-
ricultural technologies are
slowing the growth in world
food production, raising ques-
tions about the earth’s car-

rying capacity.” says Lester
Brown, senior author of the
report and president of the
environmental research insti-
lute.

“The natural constraints
can be seen most clearly in
oceanic [fisheries where
growth in the fish caich came
to a halt in 1989. after
multiplying more than four-
fold since 1950. United
Nations® estimales indicale
that all 17 of the world’s
major fishing areas have
either reached or exceceded
their natural limits and that
0 are in decline,™ says
Brown. “The resulting drop
in the per capita seafood
catch, an estimated 9 percent
from 1989 to 1993, will
continue as population grows,
driving seafood prices ever

higher.

In many parts of the
world, the demand for fresh
water is pressing against the
limits of the hydrological
cycle. Within agriculture, Uie
resulting fresh water scarci-
ty is slowing the growth in
irrigation, one of the keys
to expanding food output.

The emerging constraints
cited above have siowed the
growth in grain output. Be-
tween 1950 and 1984, grain
production increased an
unprecedented 2.6 times, or
nearly 3 percent per year.
Since then, the report states,
it has grown at less than 1
percent per year, leading to
a steady decline in output per
person.

The slowdown in the rise
in rice yields in Asia is

perhaps even more pro-
nounced. dropping rice pro-
duction below consumplion
in each of the last three years
and drawing down stocks. As
rice stocks declined in 1993,
the world price climbed,
doubling between late Au-
gust and early November.
“The question now," poses
Brown, “is whether Asia’s
rice farmers can expand
production enough in 1994
to get ahead of population,
and thus rebuild depleted
stocks and lower prices, or
whether high rice prices will
become chronic, joining high
seafood prices as part of the
economic landscape.”

The engine driving the rise
in grain yields from mid
century onward was the
expanding use of fertilizer.

From 1950 to 1984, fertiliz-
er use climbed from 14
million to 126 million tons.
During this lime, each addi-
tional ton of fertilizer applied
boosted grain outpul 9 tons.

“But 1984 was a pivolal
year,” Brown says, “the last
one in which a large increase
in fertilizer use led to a
comparable gain in world
grain output.” During the
next five years farmers con-
tinued to use more fertiliz-
er, but each additional ton
of fertilizer raised grain
output by less than 2 tons.
This, combined with the
elimination of fertilizer sub-
sidies in some countries, cul
world fertilizer use between
1989 and 1993 by some 12
percent.

The recent slowdown in

the rise in yield per hect-
are is occurring in indus-
trial and developing coun-
tries alike largely because
farmers everywhere now
draw on the same interna-
tional pool of yield-raising
technologies.

The bottom line, Stale of
the World 1994 insists, is that
the world’s farmers can no
longer be counted on to feed
the projected additions to our
numbers. Achieving a hu-
mane balance between food
and people now depends
more on family planners than
on farmers. Against this
backdrop, the timing of the
World Conference on Popu-
lation and Development in
September 1994 in Cairo
could not be better.
(DEPTHnews)

RP facing .

those in Puerto Princesa in
Palawan have likewise di-
minished in flow.
Meanwhile, booming
economies along coastal
areas are now suffering from

an increase of chloride con-

tent in their waters.

Rapid depletion of
groundwater caused the in-
trusion of saltwater intg wells
previously producing potable
water. Thus, salt intrusion left
many wells useless for do-
mestic and industrial use.

Water shortage has been
reported in many parts of the
world.

e (From page 12)

“T believe water will be
the problem of the twenty-
first century. The scientific
community is crying out for
belter water management,”
says Andras Szollosi-Nagy,
water specialist of the Unir-
ed Nations Educational Sci-
entific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO).

Dr. Roger Berthelot, a
consultant of the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), says
world leaders should pay
attention to the water crisis
now before it is too late.

“There will be no peace

in the world unless we are
prepared to insure it now by
tackling the problems of
water, which in some areas
are catastrophic,” Dr.
Berthelot decries.

Drinking water accoums
for only five percent of the
world’s total water con-
sumption. Farmland irriga-
tion takes 75 percent and
the rest is consumed by
industry.

In the developed world,
it is generally safe to drink
tap water, Those who are
particularly worried about
water quality can always buy
it in bottles.

In the developing world,
it is a different story. Only

13 percent of Central Afri-
can Republic urbanites and
a mere 7 percent of the
Congo’s rural people have
access to safe drinking wa-
ter. Throughout the world, 1.2
billion people lack safe drink-
ing water.

Many people scarcely:

have access to any water at
all: in some parts of Africa,
women will spend up to 12
hours a day fetching water,
most of it filthy.

To people who have no
access to safe drinking wa-
ter, it means epidemic, hun-
ger, despair and death. Ev-
ery day, some 25,000 peo-
ple die from using contam-
inated water, making it the

Girls lag . .

The two are among a hand-
ful of developing countries
where women have, on av-
erage, more than six years
of schooling. Average fam-
ily size in South Korea is
1.8 children, while in Sri
Lanka—a much poorer coun-
try-average family size is just
2.4 children. Similarly, the
countries have infant mor-
tality rates among the low-
est in Asia: fewer than two

world’s biggest killer, and the
planet’s biggest single pol-
lution problem.
(DEPTHnews)

Editorial . ..

(From page 7)

firefighters, who felt that their bosses have literally snatched food from
their children’s mouths by stealing their pay increase, are reportedly planning
something drastic. Nobody is in the mood to stop them and, in fact, millions
of Filipinos are cheering them on.

.. .And wives

ROM MR. Expose, here comes another scam involving a retired
general, the navy captains and — not surprising in this country —

two wives.

The case involves P159 million, part of which should go to building
schoolhouses in Samar, but was allegedly pocketed by Dominador Gatibog,
a general of the army corps of engineers, who was allowed to refire last
month. With his loot, too. Others in the scam named by Sen. Ernesto
Maceda are Angelito Maglonzo and Pastor Ramos, both navy captains,
and the wife of former navy chief Mariano Dumancas and Catibog’s wife.

Just recently the wives and mistresses of uniformed officers were in
the news for facilitating contracts and covering their bloated bodies with
jewelries. Why not? They help their husbands get rich.

vary 27, 1993

WE FORUM
Feb. 14, 21, & 28, 1994

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice s hereby given that the estate of Ihe lale Nicolasa Duenas ol
Udalo, Abra de llog, Occidental Mindoro, under OCT No. P-502 was extrajudicially
settled among his heirs with sale as per Doc. No. B9, Page No. 77, Book No.
XV|, Series ol 1993 execuled belore Notary Public Alledo T. Tejada on Jan-

Rebene C. Carrera

WE FORUM
Feb. 7, 14 & 21, 1994

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hareby given thal the estate of JULIA C. RAMOS who died on
Seplomber 18, 1983 in Quezon Cily, has been extrajudicially setlled among
her heirs In a document entitied "Extra-Judicial Selllement and Waver" under
Doc No 46, Page No. 10, Book No. |; Seres of 1994 of Notary Public Atly

WE FORUM
Feb. 7, 14 & 21, 1684

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby given that the esiate of MARCELINO M. CRUZ who died
intestate on Nov. 12, 1965 in Angal Bulacan, consisting of a parcel of land
located at Angat Bulacan with TCT No. 35252 (T-34186) has been the subject
ol extrajudicial eettlement among his heirs in & document entitled "Addendum
lo an Extrajudicial Seltlement ol Eslate® under Doc No, 25; Page No. 5; Book
No. V. Series ol 1904 ol Nolary Public Ally. Pablo G. Salvador

(From page 12)

of every 100 children die
before age one.

But like expanding access
to family planning, increas-
ing school enroliment of girls
to equal that of boys would
cost money—at least $6.5
billion in additional spend-
ing over the figures for re-
current education expendi-
tures in 1990, according to
the PAI study. In many
countries, however, closing
the gender gap would still
leave enrollment for both
boys and girls at very low
levels; providing universal
primary and secondary
school education would cost
far more.

Building more schools and
locating than closer to the
communities they serve,
hiring more women teachers,
end providing more schol-
arship assistance are among
the other strategies PAI rec-
ommends 1o encourage en-
rollment of girls in school.
(DEPTHnews)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the
estate of the late LEONIDA JAVIER
who died on Seplember 28, 1988 al
Silang, Cavite and FELIPE BENITEZ
who died on Oclober 12, 1063 af
Silang, Cavite has been
extrajudicially settled among heir
heits in a document enlilled
*Pagbabahaging Labas  Sa
Hukuman® under Doc. No. 373, Page
No. 76, Book No. 32, Series of 1984
ol Notary Public lrinec A Anarma ol
Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
Feb. 14, 21, & 28, 1994




Girls lag behind
educational chances

MANILA — Despite international progress in expand-
ing access to schooling, girls lag significantly behind boys
in educational opportunity in 50 countries, according 1o a
new study by the Washington, D.C.-based Population Action
International. In these countries, 76 million fewer girls than
boys are enrolled in primary and secondary school.

The study, Closing the Gender Gap: Educating Girls,
estimates that it would cost at least $6.5 billion lo close
the gap in the 50 countries where significant differences
in male and female school enrollment exist.

“In many developing countries, girls take a back seal
to boys in access to schooling,” said Shanti Conly. editor
of the study and PAI’s director of policy research. “Girls
also drop out more often, whether to help out at home, 10
get married, or because of pregnancy. The resulting low
levels of education contribute to high rates of infant mortality
and to a lack of real choices for women in both the re-
productive and productive aspects of their lives.”

Of the 50 countries with significantly fewer girls than
boys enrolled in school, all but five are in South Asia.
Africa and the Middle East. India. the most populous country
in South Asia, accounts for more than two-fifths of the
gender gap in enrollment, with a total of 33 million fewer
girls than boys in primary and secondary school.

Parents in many countries give priority to sons in ed-
ucation because of the limited number of places in schools
or because of lack of financial resources. Among other
factors contributing to the education gender gap are wide-
spread perception among parents that educating sons will
bring greater economic benefits than educating daughters,
and cultural concerns aboul sending girls away from home,
according to PAI

PAI's findings support other research showing that each
additional year of schooling for women is associated with
a decline in child deaths of between 5 percent and 10
percent; only family planning has a greater impact on family
size. More educated women marry later, want fewer chil-
dren, and are more likely to use a contraceptive method
successfully and have only the number of children they
wanl.

“Education and family planning have a tremendous impacl
on a woman’s quality of life and hold benefits for society
as a whole as well,” said Ms. Conly. "Education empowers
girls to take advantage of new opportunities and make an
even greater contribution to the development of their so-
cicties, Access to family planning provides women choice
in childbearing which, for most women, means having fewer
children. For countries, slower rates of population growth
mean more lime to improve standards of living. Together,
education and family planning are a powerful combination:
birth rates and child death rates both decline fastest where
there is full access to good quality family planning and
health services and educational opportunities for girls.”

South Korea and Sri Lanka—iwo countries with both
strong family planning programs and high levels of female
education—are proof of this interaction, according to PAL

(Page 11, please)

IN METRO MANILA

ater lack .

MANILA — Dwindling forest cover, decreas-
ing rainfall and increasing demands of a grow-

ing economy.

If these trends continue, the Philippines could
expect a water crisis within the next 20 years,

Citing statistics from the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR), LWUA says less
than six million hectares of
the country’s original forest
cover ol 15 million heclares
remain. Of this igure, about
800,000 hectares are consid-
ered virgin forests.

“This represents only five
percent of the country’s
original old-growth forests,”
LWUA administrator Anto-
nio R. de Vera points oul.

DENR officials say the
country's forests have been
destroyed at a rate of 2.5
percent annually during the
last 20 years. “Our defores-
tation rate is three times the
worldwide rate of devasta-
tion of tropical rainforests,”
DENR says.

According to De Vera,
rainfall patterns also show a
marked decrease over Lhe
years. Data culled from 14
different observation Sites
exhibit decreasing rainfall in
11 areas.

In Luzon, decreasing rain-
fall was reported in Vigan,
Laoag, lba and Baguio.
While in the Visayas, record-
ed cases were from Tagbi-
laran and Cebu, Davao,
Malaybalay, Ganassi in
Lanao, lligan and Cagayan
de Oro-posted a decreasing
rainfall pattern in Mindanao.

PAGASA confirms
LWUA's claim. It says rain-

fall over 70 percent of the
Philippines has been declin-
ing. “This is part of a world-
wide phenomenon which

cannot be resolved inthe near ;

according to the local Water Utilities Adminis-

tration (LWUA).

“Can you imagine a water crisis in the midst
of the Pacific Ocean and the China Sea,” says
LWUA Chairman Camilo P. Cabili.

intrusion.

LWUA cites the lower-
ing of water levels in Que-
zon City as a case in point,
which has reached an aver-

many regions.

Decreasing rainfall noted in

future,” it adds,
Indications of decreased
rainfall include lower water
levels in wells, decrease in
spring discharge, reduced
surface sources as in rivers
and lakes, and saltwaler

age of 10 meters during the
1980s.

“This is a drastic decrease
considering that water lev-
els decreased by only an
average of one meter in the
*70s,” LWUA says.

Most of the water districts
likewise suffered from pro-
duction losses of up to 25
percent in the past five years.

Many springs in the Bicol
region either had dried up |
or decreased output by al-
most half, LWUA says. So
goes with a natural spring
in Cotabato City which also
decreased output by a third
in the past five years.

LWUA also notes a 60
percent decrease in the flow
of the Malaybalay-Sawaga
River. Rivers in Tagkauayan
and Caluag in Quezon and

(Page 11, please)

SHORTAGE:

After electricity, water problem.
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