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VEGAS GIRL: President Ramos receives in Malacanang Ms. Reggie Soriano who has been sent by the Order of the Knights of Riml Lhapler in Las Vegas. Nevada,
USA, as its Ambassador of Goodwill to the Philippines. Ms, Soriano is a Nursing student of the University of Nevada. (Malccaftang Photo)




An Expose on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then.  Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly income was £29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,

highest monthly income declared was P55 P212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 1989,

million. P341 million in 1990, P428 million in 1991,
P501 million in 1992 and P564 million in the
first three quarters of 1993.

Remittance to Government

In ten years. from 1976 to June 1986, the In more than seven years of operation, from
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the July 1986 to September 30, 1993, the new
government was 2.1 billion. PAGCOR has already remitted a total of
i : £21.20 billion to the government.
Tax Privileges
PAGCOR. then. was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
~f taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure
PAGCOR, then was exempted from audit. Today. all PAGCOR transactions are

dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today. PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
' the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's income
out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, the National Treasury, the National Power Corporation, the Social Fund of the President, cities
hosting the casinos, the Philippine Sports Commission, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts
and the Board of Claims. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the
substantial amountit remits to the government, PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating
arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in the past.

§ "AGC'% Responding Through Responsible Gaming
\\ )) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Corruption, political
power clashes resurge

By ERIC S. GIRON

T IS for the citizens to assess government per-
formance, not for government to claim econom-
ic progress when there is none or to mislead the
public on the gravity of the crime problem. Is the
government out of its economic rut? Has govern-
ment succeeded in containing crime and lawless-

ness? Malacanan says so.

Then why the billions of
pesos in debts and deficits?
Why those gory corpses in
the morgue or the wounded
in the hospitals flashed dai-
ly on lelevision? Why the
abundance of guns seized
from kidnappers, drug traf-
fickers if not warlords? Or
the bombing of a cathedral
and three mosques in Davao
City by terrorists still at large,
and kidnap victims still held
in captivity?

Jaime Cardinal Sin has the
right to know the‘truth from
“a government of press re-
leases” so that the people
*can have an honesi-to-good-
ness evaluation and assess-
ment of the situation.”

The government sweeps
under the rug what it does
not want people to know but
crows about campaigns il
launches but fails to accom-
plish, The Paglalansag dis-
armament campaign has
become so much egg on
somebody's face. Political
kingpins and their armed
goons still strut about, cre-
aling mayhem.

The President seeks Lo
divert people’s attenton Lo
a luture of economic pros-
perity. What about today
when Bicol villagers are
isolated by landslides and
flashfloods triggered by lor-
rential rains pouring down
deforested hillsides, Central
Luzon houses and larmland
buried under water and la-
har, and the impoverished.
starving growing army of the
jobless? This is reality, nol
the hyped-up fantasy of
Philippines 2000.

Taking a cue from Sen.
Ernesto Maceda’s list of
corrupt execulive depart-
ments and agencies which
have expended P13 billion

of laxpayers' money in “she-
nanigans.” President Fidel V.
Ramos ostentatiously ordered
a lifestyle check on govemn-
menl crooks. His order alert-
ed them into covering up
their tracks.

The government could
efficiently curb excesses of
its minions by silently pros-
ecuting them. The malaise is
so widespread that in the
Bureau of Internal Revenue,
*everybody might nol pass
scrutiny,” says Commissioner
Liwayway Vinzons Chato,
*“and the minule we remove
everyone, no one will be left
behind.”

BIR CORRUPTION

Ms. Chato is a devout
Christian whose truthfulness
and candor is liable 1o get
her into trouble with people
used to lying their heads off
if only to project a false
salutory image. Her admis-
sion of corruption in her
bureau inspired politicos
fronting for big lax evaders
to demand her resignation if
she cannot clean up the BIR.

Chato said the small fry
like an assistant commission-
er are being entrapped and
dismissed for malversing. But
she noted graft has become
entrenched in every govern-
ment office where “every
step of Lthe way for your
papers Lo move, you would
need Lo give them something™
or it will take time for them
Lo acl on your papers. It is
no t a mere matter of catch-
ing “big fish” as President
Ramos would have il (as if
“big fish™ are made Lo or-
der).

A Quezon City courl Itoze
the Justice Department hear-
ing on the R7.6 billion tax
evasion case filed by the BIR
against lobacco magnale

CARDINAL SIN: Gov't. of press releases.

SEN. MACEDA: Names corrupt offices.

Lucio Tan when his lawyer

declared the determination of

tax liabilities is vested in the
Court of Tax Appeals, nol

in regional trial courts,
“The admission of Com-

missioner Chato that an anli-

gralt purge in the BIR would

immediately depopulate that
agency suggesis that the
crisis is structural, and the
response must be structural
as well,” said Sen. Blas Ople.
“To combat graft and cor-
ruption, the Senate will ini-
tiate an agenda of massive
deregulation; reorganization
and zero budgeting in 1994.”

With a P141 billion rev-
enue largel for 1993, the BIR
as of November collected
P127 billion. Malacanan
reported a loss of P100 bil-
lion to tax evaders. Under
the present arrany2ment
between taxpayers and ex-
aminers, Chato revealed P35
million was lost to “the
syndicate.”

There are 11,000 BIR
personnel, 40% of them
examiners, and a few col-
lectors in the provinces. In
Metro Manila, laxes are
usually paid through the
banks. There are 2.8 million
taxpayers out of the 65
million population. With such
big responsibility in handling
large amounts of money,
Chato said regional officers
receive no more than P10,000
to P12,000 a month while
examiners get P3,500 to
P4,000. She’s fighting for
adjustment of compensation
from government.

Service improvement for
her goes hand in hand with
moral reform. “Without a
change in attitude, no mat-
ter how much compensation
we give them, there will
always be a big temptation,”
Chato pointed out. Her so-
lution is “to bring in Chris-
tian life and values informa-
tion seminars with manage-
orient BIR
personnel as fitting public
servanits,

She reported two BIR
handicaps: the Lax census is
only halfway through and
computers have yel 1o be
installed as in Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Indone-
sia and Australia. While
Singapore collects 21% of its
taxes, Malaysia 17%, the
Philippines collects a mere

ment courses o

14.9%. Once the tax census
is completed and computer-
ization is in place, Chato
expects the BIR “to collect
a lot.”

She has introduced a
Performance Monitoring
System for strict monitoring
of management in districts.
Government agencies like the
Department of Education,
Culture and Sports have not
been remitting withholding
taxes of employes to the BIR,
Chato revealed. She cited a
need for tax information of
the taxpayers in order Lo
encourage voluntary compli-
ance as in the United States.

In the US, they send even
a vice president or a million-
aire heiress to jail for tax
evasion. In the Philippines,
nobody has yet been jailed
for tax evasion in the past
or during her term. One
convicted of tax evasion died
of heart attack. Another was
pardoned absolutely by a
President.

A certain Ceres Paharon
was convicted but the judge
allowed her Lo go on proba-
lion. A lax evasion case is
punishable by a maximum of
five years. But the law says
one meted a five-year term
can seek probation. Under
this loophole, nobody goes
to jail, Chato said.

She said tax collectors and
examiners do not have to
own mansions in exclusive
villages because a number of
BIR personnel have built
houses out of Pag-Ibig loans.
But she gathered that some
government officials throw
birthday parties in plush
hotels and travel abroad.
“That’s really high living,”
she Taughed.

POWER STRUGGLE

Renewed political animos-
ity places President Ramos
on the spot. Congress rows
with Malacanan on ils veto
of Senate culs in the nation-
al budgel.

The attempted coup of the
House speakership has tem-
porarily been thwarted, Bt

(Next page, pleasc)
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the three-hour Malacanan
conciliation meeting held by
the President with De
Venecia and Shahani failed
to resolve the Shahani-De
Venecia power struggle
which threatens to split the
administration’s  Lakas-
NUCD party.

It all started with a home-
town row between Speaker'
Jose de Venecia and Sen.
Leticia Shahani, who is
grooming her Indian-Filipi-
no son Ranjit, vice gover-
nor of Pangasinan (with the
largest llocano bloc), to take
over in 1995 from aging Gov.
Aguedo Agbayani, whom the
Speaker supports. De
Venecia denied rumors that
he may field his wife Gina
(nee Vera-Perez) for the
governorship. But this has
widened the gap between De
Venecia and Shahani’s dy-
nasty-building plans.

Shahani, coming from Lhe
foreign service with presiden-
tial pretensions, is project-
ing a non-frapo (traditional

politician) image. She ac-
cused De Venecia of promot-
ing “patronage politics.” But
what would she call her
action and that of her pres-
idential brother in dumping
clection supporters into the
Philippine National Bank
board and in other govern-
ment_officés? Or irying to
¢ep. the coalition intact
through a process of com-
promises?

She accused De Venecia
of being a “dictator™ for

‘instituting moves without

consulting party leaders like
herself in inviting Cabinet
secretaries Lo join the Lakas.
“The wholesale conversion
of the Cabinet into a polit-
ical machine™ was assailed
by Sen. Blas Ople. Opposi-
tion mounted against secre-
taries being absorbed by the
party because they will have
to juggle their time and ef-
fort beiween their Cabinet
duties and party politics:
Tarlac Rep. Jose
Cojuangco Jr., former Pres-

ident Corazon Aquino’s
brother. whom De Venecia
defeated in the speakership
fight in July 1992. and
Shahani., were reporied be-
hind a move 10 depose De
Venecia as Speaker in lieu
of Rep. Ronaldo Zamora
(Mandaluyong-San Juan).
Zamora denied the Conspir-
acy in radioc DZRH.

Dc Venccia claimed he
had a resolution signed by
175 (later 180) House rep-
resentatives affirming support
1o him. His Rainbow Coali-
tion is comprised by 123
Lakas-NUCD, 39 National-
ist People's Coalition. ten
Liberals, and one
Nacionalista (Laurel wing)
members. Zamora's Caucus
of Independents, mostly
Laban ng Demokratikong
Pilipino secessionists. num-
ber 41.

At first De Venccia an-
nounced there would be no
House changes in the multi-
parly caucus prior o the
regular House session on Jan.

24, But’Lakas hardlincrs
urged him to strip Zamora
of the rules committee and
the majority Noorleadership.
They nominated loyal Ramos
man, Rep. Edelmiro Amante,
as majority Moorleader.

Shahani on her part an-
nounced she was organizing
her own Party for National
Renewal, Mr. Ramos dis-
suaded his younger sister
from breaking up the Lakas-
NUCD. But she set the
condition that De Venecia
resign as secrelary-general of
the party. De Venecia said
he would relinquish it in the
futurc. He asked the Presi-
dent if he favored a status
quo in the House.

His House colleagues are

reported not happy about the
crumbs he throws their way,
which Zamora capitalizes on.
De Venecia said Zamora's
41 followers, Eduardo
Cojuangco Jr.’s NPC, and his
first cousin Jose Cojuangco
Jr.'s 'LDP or Laban will
continue “to move,"” that is,
1o unseat him.

As a conciliatory gesture,
Shahani said President Ra-
mos had invited Zamora and
Davao del Norte Rep.
Rodolfo del Rosario to join
the advisory council. She
interpreted this to mean that
Zamora will retain his House
positions. De Venecia says
a caucus should choose who
the House officials will be
“lo clear the air.”

VETO CHALLENGED

President Ramos’ veto of
budgetary provisions that are
not to his liking is “the very
antithesis of executive pow-
er and has no constitutional
basis," Sen. Neptali Gonzales
asserted. “This sends a chill-
ing message to all in gov-
ernment that the 1994 Gen-
eral Appropriations Act is
one huge lump sum appro-
priation lo be realigned or
used as the President pleas-
es.”

If the presidential veto is
not challenged, Senate Pres-
ident Edgardo Angara said
“we would be creating a new
doctrine wherein the Presi-
dent will have unprecedent-

(Page 8, please)

Mortgagee

PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

National Capital Judicial Region

QUEZON CITY
—oo00o0—

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FILE

NO. FRE No. 758

Extra Judicial Foreclosure of

Republic of the Philippines
National Capital Judicial Reglon
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA, METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, Foreclosure No. 545-V-93
Mortgagee,
EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

- Versus -

SPS. ANTONIO S. DEL ROSARIO
and CORAZON E. DEL ROSARIO,
Mortgagor
X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Act 3135 as amended by Act 4118, filed by
mortgagee Social Security System, with principal office address at SSS Bldg., East Avenue,
Quezon City against morigagor SPS. ANTONIO S. DEL ROSARIO and CORAZON E. DEL
ROSARIO with residence and postal address at 6161 El Grande Subd., Gen. T. de Leon,
Valenzuela, MM; Fredel Compd. IV, Gen. T. de Leon Valenzuela, MM, for the satisfaction of
the mortgage debt which as of October 1, 1993 amounts to ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN THOU-
SAND NINE HUNDRED NINETY FOUR PESOS & 08/100 (P116,994.08) including/excluding
Interests, attorney's fees, sheriff's fees, penalties, charges and all legal tees and expenses for
the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Valenzuela, Metro Manila, hereby gives NOTICE
that, he or his duly authorized deputy sherift, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder
for CASH, and in Philippine Currency, on February 10, 1994 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning,
or soon thereafter, infront of the main entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court, RTC, valenzuela,
Metro Manila, the following real estate property/ies, together with all the existing improvements
thereon, 1o wit:

T.C.T. No. T-103516 :

A parcel of land (Lot 10, Blk. 14, ol the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-210217, sheet 2, being a
portion of Lot 903, Malinta Estate, LRC Rec. No. 5941), situated in the Bo. o! Parada, Mun.
of Valenzuela, Prov. of Bulacan, Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the N,, pts. 3 to 5 by Lot 12, on
the S, pts. 5to 1 by Lot 12, on the SW., pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 9, and on the NW,, pts, 2 to
3 by Lot B; all of BIk. 14 all of the subd, plan. x x X x x containing an area of ONE HUNDRED
NINETY SEVEN (187) SQUARE METERS, more or less, x x X x.

Interested parties are hereby enjoined 1o investigate for themselves the title to the said real
estale property/ies and encumbrances thereon, if any there by,

Valenzuela, Metro Manila, December 21, 1993

l INOCENCIO E. DUMLAO
Clerk of Court V & Ex-Officio Sheriff

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove delace or destroy this Notice of Sheriff's
Sale, on or before the date of auction sale under penalty of law.

WE FORUM
January 17, 24 & 31, 1994

- Versus - Real Estate Mortgage under
Act 3135, As amended
SPS. EDBERTO & OSETA AUSTRIA,

Mortgagor/s
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Premlere
Development Bank mortgagee/s, against Sps. Edberto & Oseta Austria, mortgagor/s, with res-
idence and postal address at Blk. 21 Lot 31 Phase |, Pacita |l, San Pedro, Laguna to satisty
the mortgage indebtedness, which as of November 17, 1993 amounts to THREE HUNDRED
FORTY THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED StXTY FIVE PESOS AND 68/100 (P343,265.68)
excluding penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the fore-
closure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Quezon City or her duly authorized Deputy, will sell
at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency on the 4th
day of February, 1994, at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, or soon thereafter, infront of the main
entrance of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon
City, the following described real property, together with all the Improvements existing thereon,
to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (368678)T-72832
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 3 of the cons. subdn. ptan LRC Pcs-6037 being a portion of Lot 494-
B-3-B LRC Psd-24939 & Lot 494-B-4 LRC Psd-8442, LRC Rec. No. 5975), situated in Quezon
City, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the NE., pts. 3-4 by Provincial Rd. on the SE., pts. 4-5 by
Lot 4 of the cons. subdn. plan; on the SW., pts. 5-1 by Lot 6 & pts. 1-2 by Lot 5 both of the
cons. subdn. plan. x x X x X X containing an area of ONE HUNDRED (100) SQUARE METERS,
more or less.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.
Quezon City, Philippines, January 5, 1994.

MARINOQ V., CACHERO
(Deputy Sherifl In-Charge)

MANUELA F. LORENZO
Clerk of Court &
Ex-Officio Sheriff

WARNING: y
It is absolutely prohibited 1o remove, delace or desiroy this Notice ol Sherift's Sale, on or
before the date of the auction sale, under penalty of the laws,

(Sgd.) MARINO V. CACHERO
Senior Deputy Sheriff

Copy turnished:
1. ATTY. ANGELES SIAN
cor. EDSA & Magallanes Ave,, Makati
2. SPS, EDBERTO & OSETA AUSTRIA
Blk. 21, L31, Phase |, Pacita Il
San Pedro, Laguna

WE FORUM
Jan. 10, 17 & 24, 1994
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eversing decline of ocean

ANILA — Public concern over the oceans typically focuses on oil

spills and the fouling of beaches, but far greater threats are posed

by coastal habitat destruction, overfishing and pollution from indus-
try, farms and households that daily drains into the sea.

A new Worldwatch study,
Abandoned Seas: Reversing
the Decline of Oceans, says
these assaults imperil not
only fish — an important
source of protein for much
of the world — but also the
diversity of marine life and
even the global climate.

The world’s oceans, the
leading source of animal
protein in the human diet,
are showing marked signs of
deterioration, according 10
Dr. Peter Weber, Worldwatch
research associate and author
of the study. The United
Nations’ Food and Agricul-
ture Organization estimates
that all 17 of the world’s
major fishing areas have
either reached or exceeded
their natural limits. Nine of
these fisheries are in seri-
ous decline.

The destruction of thou-
sands of miles of coastal
habitats is a visible measure
of the decreased health of
the oceans. Some two-thirds
of all oceanic fish caught for
human consumption spend
the early stages of life in the
rapidly disappearing ecosys-
tems where oceans meet land.
Much of these fragile, rich
breeding and feeding grounds
have been destroyed to make
room for cities, harbors and
shrimp farms. The more (hat
human population growth and
urban development intrude
into coastal areas, the more
the fish catch will likely
decline.

Failing oceans affect far
more than food supply. They

also threaten the “biological
pump” — the mechanism by
which marine photosynthe-
sis absorbs carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere and
releases oxygen into the
atmosphere, helping to main-
tain the planet’s atmospher-
ic stability. Disruption of this
mechanism could exacerbate
global warming by causing
more carbon dioxide. a prin-
cipal heat-trapping gas, 10
remain in the atmosphere.

Of the total pollution load
entering the oceans world-
wide, about three-quarters
comes from human activities
on land, including the release
of industrial and municipal
wastes, and farm runoff
contaminated with pesticides
and fertilizers. Shipping,
accidental oil spills and ocean
dumping -account for 22
percent of ocean pollution.

Pollution from houscholds
causes major harm 10 oceans.
What does down the drain
al home winds up in the
sea.

“The notion thalt the
oceans are big enough 1o
absorb these assaults may
account for the lack of na-
tional and intermational pol-
icies 1o protect it,” says
Weber.

The coasts support some
of the most vulnerable stag-
es of ocean life, yet the coasls
also draw people, whose very
numbers pollute and physi-
cally destroy coastal terrain.
Nine of the Len largest cities
in the world, and half the
world’s population, are situal-

WE FORUM
Jan. 17, 24 & 31, 1004

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hersby given thal the estate of the late ALFREDO LINGAN who
died on December 23, 1089 in Quezon Cily has been the subject ol adjudi-
cation (o his sole heir in & document entitled "Affidavit of Adjudication by Sole
Heir of Estats of A Decessed Person® under Doc. No: 340; Page No. 52; Book
No. 12, Series ol 1993 of the Notary Public Atly. Hectar B. Centeno

Public Atty. Dionile D, Maril

WE FORUM
Jan. 17, 24 & 31, 1984

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the esiate of the late MILAGROS SERRANILLA
who disd on February 2, 1880 in Quezon City has been the subject of adju-
dication to her sols heir in a document entitled “Affidavit of Seli-Adjudication®
under Doc. No. 6; Page No 2. Book No. 274; Serws of 1093 of the Notary

ed in coastal zones.
Shrinking fish catches
affect the food supply for
many people, particularly
those in developing countries.
“The economic effects of
decline calches arc now be-
ing felt throughout the global
fishing industry,” says Weber.
Governments are belated-
ly working together al the
international level and are
also taking steps at their own
national levels Lo protect
oceans. One such potential-
ly effective step was initiat-
ed by the United Nations.
The U.N. placed an interna-
tional moratorium on highly
destructive driftnet fishing,
which, in 1990, ensnared and
killed some 42 million sea-
birds, marine mammals and
other non-target species. The

moratorium went .nto effect
on Dec. 31, 1992, but some
countries, such as Italy.
France and Taiwan, have
ignored it and continue (o use
driftnets.

National, governments

COASTAL HABITAT: Danger lurks ahead.

need to eliminate policies that
currently encourage overfish-
ing. Abandoned Seas points
out that globally over $124
billion is spent annually to
catch $70 billion worth of
fish. The $54 billion differ-

ence is largely government
subsidies, which foster over-
fishing, Weber says. Elimi-
nating these subsidies could
simultaneously reduce tax-
payer burdens and reduce
overfishing. (DEPTHnews)

RP rates high in human suﬁéﬁng index

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

MANILA — The most comfortable countries to live in
are Switzerland, West Germany and Luxembourg — in that
order. Fourth is the Netherlands and fifth is the United
States.

A summary of recent study findings by the Washington,
D.C.-based Population Crisis Committee (PCC), measured
in terms of living conditions, appears in the Committee’s
new international “Human Sufferings Index™ (HSI).

Although most Filipino migrants choose to live in the
US, quite a good number have settled down in Switzerland,
West Germany and Luxembourg, according to records of
the Commission on Filipino Overseas, an agency under the
Office of the President.

The Index found the most unpleasant living conditions
in Mozambique, followed by Angola, Afghanistan, Chad,
Mali, Ghana, Somalia, Niger, Burkina Faso, Central Afri-
can Republic, Zaire. Benin and Malawi.

HS! statistically rated living conditions in 130 countries.
IL was created to measure, in a single figure, differences
in conditions obtaining among nations.

Moderate human suffering is noted in 29 countries —
11 in Latin America, 10 in Asia, seven in Europe, and one
(Mauritius) in Africa. The 10 in Asia are Malaysia, Thai-
land, Mongolia, Lebanon, South Korea, United Arab Emirates,
North Korea, Kuwait, Israel and Hongkong.

Japan and Singapore are the only Asian nations grouped
with other countries under the “minimal human suffer-
ing” bracket. Japan is rated 11 and Singapore 18. Includ-
ed in this group — aside from Switzerland, West Ger-
many, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the US — are
Belgium, Canada, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, United
Kingdom, France, Norway, East Germany, New Zealand,
Australia, Finland. [taly, lceland, Hungary. Soviet Rus-

sia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Trinidad and Tobago, and
Irejand. /

“Every country with extremie levels of human suffering
on our Index has a serious population problem,” said Dr.
Sharon L. Camp and Dr. Joseph Speidel who jointly pre-
pared the Index. “Fully 30 to 31 countries with the highest

‘suffering levels had an annual population growth rate between

42 and 2 percent. That means that their population will
double every 17 to 35 years.”

The two-{lemographic experts pointed out that statisti-
cally, the agnual rate of population growth of a country
correlates vdry closely with the country’s index rating. For
example, countries with low population growth rate are
associated with high-suffering ratings.

The countries were grouped under the following brack-
ets: extreme human suffering, rated from 75 up; high human
suffering, from 50 to 74; moderate human suffering, 25 to
49; and minimal human suffering, 24 down.

The Philippines was rated 55, below Ecuador in South
America but slightly better than Saudi Arabia.

PCC explains that the index for each country is com-
piled by adding 10 measures of human welfare related to
economics, demography, health and governance. These
measures are: (1) income, (2) inflation, (3) demand for new
jobs, (4) urban population pressures, (5) infant mortality,
(6) nutrition, (7) clean water, (8) energy use, (9) adult
literacy and (10) personal freedom.

Each of the 10 measures of well-being is ranked from
0 to 10, the most distressful being 10. The measures were
added up o obtain HSI,

Countries of high infant mortality rates, 10w gross national
product per capita, poor supplies-of clean drinking water,

(Page 9, ple=-=}
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Maceda zeroes in

EN. ERNESTO MACEDA will not leave anything to chance. After identifying
Slhe “flagships of corruption® in the bureaucracy, he has now (rained his guns

on the generals’ wives and mistresses who cover their bloated hodies with jewelries
worth millions, as if this subterfuge would make them more desirable to the eves
of onlookers during high social functions, Wondering aloud how some generals could
finance their women’s Mashy lifestyles, Maceda zeroed in on procurement contracts
as the source of all the blessings. According to him, usually favored suppliers are
often mere dummies of the officers” women.

The practice, as Mr. Expose knows, is so reminiscent of the Marcos dictator-’

ship. The wife of the military top dog then was wont to say, after nay lousy colonel
had been promoted to a star rank: 0, alam mo na ang iyong gagawin.” That meanl
the poor guy had to make it, by hook or by crook, so that he might help himself
and his benefactor. We never heard yet that the generals’ women, in this admin-
istration of President Ramos, are making it, until Mr. Maceda uncapped this par-
ticular can of worms.

It is a good point to emphasize that Mr. Ramos, unlike mega-crook Marcos,
has not lost the moral right to discipline the crooks in the military. All these years,
nobody had as yet successfully jmpugned the President’s integrity as to make him
hearken to the importunings of the thieves, in or out of uniform. He had not taken
advantage of the P15 per sguare meter lot within the Fort Bonifacio military res-
ervation, where Renato de Villa and Lisandro are now allegedly proud owners.

Mr. Ramos is in a firm position to go after this new set of generals who would
do a Nazareno under his very nose.

Another heinous one

r I YHIS SPACE has suspected before that it might never run out of heinous
mayors to write about, considering their number. And every week is proving
us right.

The latest to grace this unique hall of fame is named Joven de Grano, a mayor
of Laurel town in Batangas. According to reports, this guy is facing murder charges
for the killing of his former bodyguard, a certain Emmanuel Mendoza, three years
ago. Mendoza was allegedly murdered because of his refusal to eliminate a business-
man who owned a 65-hectare lot in Tagaytay which de Grano coveted. The Kkillers

.felt so sure of their mayor’s power that they mercilessly gunned down Mendoza in

front of his wife.

But the brave mayor was reportedly has been several times roaming around
freely in Batangas despite his supposed confinement in the provincial jail. Fortunate-
ly, the justice department under Sec. Frank Drilon is not sleeping on the job. Its
prosecutors have asked the courts to issue a hold departure order against de Grano
in case the guy is thinking of doing another Rolito Go act. In this country, anyone
could easily beat even maximum security if he has the lucre to grease some oul-
stretched palms of greedy jailers.

De Grano is definitely not the last of this magnificent breed who rule their turf
with feudalistic justice. More are expected to surface, donsidering the mind-set of
the apes masquerading as mayors. Their great achievements for their constituents
will be recorded, not only in media space, but in every rathole where mayoral behavior

truly belong.
A resourceful one

HE MAYOR of Munoz, Nueva Ecija, should get a medal for resourcefulness.

I By the simple act of writing to senators, congressmen, provincial officials, heads

of national and international agencies, Efren Alvarez to date has raised P44.3
million for his town’s development projects.

Alvarez never fully expected the windfall, but even he was surprised when the
United States Excess Materials Office sent him P3 million worth of construction
materials for 88 perimeter stalls at the public market and 15 pieces of heavy equip-
ment. This consist of eight dump trucks, two payloaders, one bulldozer, one motor
grader, one backhoe, one cement mixer, and one firetruck. For the record, those who
responded favorably were Senators Arroyo, Mercado, Maceda, Angara, Coseteng,
and Rep. Violago of NE’s second district. Alvarez said he also expects a drilling rig
for the installation of deepwell pumps worth P5 million from the National Irrigation
Administration.

The lesson here seems to be that every mayor should write a letter. The point
is: Do all the country’s mayors know how (o write? We have in on good authority
that it would be a major accomplishment for some if they can write their names
legibly. Also, as the good Munoz mayor claims, the letter-writer must have an approved
development plan, not for the mayor’s pocket, but for the town.

The towns people of Mufioz should thank their lucky star that their mayors
has the kind of imagination that is tuned in (0 their needs. A lot of politicians, big
and small, are also possessed of rich imagination, but this is usually circumscribed
by their own selfish needs, that is, a 20 percent commission; very seldom do we hear
of a politician who would embark on a civic project out of pure altruism and a sincere
desire to do good for the constituency.

We hope the Muioz folks will continue to be lucky.

Happy Valeat e,
my ?rccioua -

Another blow

WHAT'S HAPPENING to our region, Joe
B? (In case you don’t know. our gutsy editor
is married to a Bicolana, the only lady in
his life, good boy, and he loves Bicolandia
as much as he loves his native Ilocandia.)

1993 ended with two howlers, Monang
and Naning, wreaking havoc on our region
like there was no tomorrow, and belore our
kalimanwa could rise up from their grief,
here came another howler, Akang, to greel
1994,

1994, (he year that General Ramos and
his lellow RAMboys have been dreaming
will be a bounteous year, in keeping with
their motlo “Qur dreams will never die.”
(Hey, didn’t you see all those posters last
December? They gave me the creeps. No
kidding.)

As a Filipino, | 100 hope that 1994 and
the years ahead will be brighter than all
those years since 1972.

But with Akang starting the year, and
with many more storms ahead as predicted
by the misnamed PAG-ASA, | doubl that
this will be a better year. Of course, we will
survive all these storms, bul survival isn’t
enough, it goes withoul saying. We will
survive despilte the lack of preparedness and
ineptitude of Eddie Boy and his fellow
generals in coping with natural disasters —
and even those of their own making.

As 1o be expected, Eddie Boy promptly
declared three Bicol provinces devastated

ONE'S WORTH

by Akang another calamity area, raising its
number (o snmclhing I couldn’t count any-
more. The entire country, actually, has been
declared calamity area by Eddie Boy since
last year, which wittlessed 32 typhoons. And
what has his adpfinistration.done?
*No more funds,” Eddie/ Boy’s defense
secretary was quoted as sa};jng late last year.
No more funds for our suffering people,
but hundreds of millions for FVR’s junkets?
One thing we Bicolanos have learned, or
should learn, is this lesson: Don't rely on
Malacanang, not even if the people closest
to the President are Bicolanos like Verceles,
Almonte and Quisumbing. Only perhaps if
the Bossman himself hails from our region.
But then, that may never happen. Bicolanos
are not like Ilocanos, Right, Joe?
LEE R S
The Ombudsman’s office is supposed
to be the last place in this graft-ridden
country where nepotism should exist. But
it is the first.
Read Alvin Capino’s column “All in
(Page 11, please)
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DATING KAYLINIS ng lawa ng Laguna.
Maraming pelikula noong panahon ng Badjao
at Anak Dalita ang gumamit sa lawa bilang
tagpo ng kanilang mga cksena. Ngunit iba na
ngayon ang lanawin sa lawa ng Laguna.

Bukod sa problema ng maduming tubig-
lawa dahil sa polusyon ay ang patuloy na
pagkamkam ng mga iligal na fishpen oper-
ators sa kalawakan ng lawa. Tinatayang
mahigit sa 20,000 ektarya ang napapalibutan
ngayon ng mga kawayan. anahaw. at mga
lambat. Dito pinalalaki ng mga operator ang
kanilang isda tulad ng tilapya at bangus.
Ngunit nitong nakaraang labinlimang taon
ay dumami ang nagtayo ng mga dagdag na
fishpen na humigit sa 50 ekiarya. lto ay

Taghoy ng Lawa

linawag na mga illegal fishpens. May mga
operator na umaabot 250 cktarya ang sobra
sa pinahihintulutan ng batas at ng regulasyon
ng Laguna Lake Development Authority
(LLDA). Sumaklaw ang mga ito sa malaking
bahagi ng lawa ng Rizal at Laguna. Maraming
mangingisda ang nawalan ng ikabubuhay.
Ang mga operalors ang naging panginoon
ng lawa at aliping saguiguilid arig
kinahinatnan ng mga mangingisda.

Sa kasalukuyang OPLAN LINIS LAWA
na inilunsad ng LLDA sa pamumuno ng
General Manager nito na si Ariel R.
Almendral, may 400 ekiarya na ng ilegal na
fishpen ang nabuwag ng pinagsamang pwersa
ng mga mangingisda, PNP Maritime Com-

mand. Philippine Marines at Coast Guard.

Masdyang-masaya ang mga mangingisda
sa resulta ng una at ikalawang araw ng OPLAN
LINIS LAWA. May isang alkalde ng Rizal
ang nakialam ngunit ipinagpatuloy pa rin ng
LLDA ang pagbuwag sa mga ilegal na fishpen
sa Taguig. Pinanghahawakan ng taga-LLDA
ang atas ni Pang. Ramos na linisin ang lawa
at tulungang mabuhay ng marangal ang
mangingisdang kumukuha ng kabuhayan dito.

Habang isinusulat ito, nagpapatuloy ang
lJawa sa kampanya ng linis-lawa. Habang
nanatiling tapat ang pamunuan ng LLDA at
pamahalaang Ramos sa taghoy ng lawa upang
linisin ito ng ganap. ang nakararaming
mamamayan ng Rizal at Laguna ay nasa

likuran nila.

‘Yon lamang mga manhid sa panawagan
ng kanilang kapwa at nagpapasasa sa yamang
ukol para sa lahat ang mananatiling salungat
sa’ layunin ng LLDA.

Darating ang araw — marahil, tataghoy
sa sakit ang mga ganitong uring tao — dahil,
sila mismo ay lulunurin ng lawa.

Anti-pregnancy vaccine soon available

NEW DELHI — In three to six years,
the world’s first vaccine lo prevent preg-
nancy may finally be available commercial-
ly.

Researchers in India, which has been in
the forefront of the search for the vaccine,
are optimistic that they are nearing comple-
tion of their task. The new product prom-
ises to offer women more freedom than
before.

*This is a very promising development

_¢ women around the world,” says Dr,
Rosemarie Thau, director of contraceptive
development for the New York-based Pop-
ulation Council. ‘I think the vaccine would
provide women with an excellent new choice
for family planning.’

Using a woman’s own immune system
to hinder pregnancy, the vaccine has proved
effective for one year in tests conducted by
New Delhi’s National Institute of Immunol-
ogy (NII). The NII is funded by grants from
the Indian government, Canada’s Interna-
tional Development Research Centre (IDRC)
and the New 7Jork-based United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

Although reproductive immunologists in
other countries like Australia and the Unit-
ed States have also been trying to develop
a similar birth control vaccine, no other
research in the world is as advanced as the
NII's.

‘If perfected and mass distributed, the
vaccine could have enormous implications,
especially for women in the developing
countries,’ reports Choices, UNDP’s human
development magazine.

‘One of the big problems in developing
countries is that most contraceptives like
the pill or any of the barrier devices, re-
quire too much atiention. So people don’t
use them,’ says Dr. Vernon Stevens, a
reproductive immunologist working on the
development of another vaccine against
pregnancy for the Geneva-based World
Health Organization (WHO).

‘One of the big advantages of a vaccine,’
Dr. Stevens continues, ‘is that people won’t
have to do anything — aside from taking
the initial injections — Lo proiect themselves.”

Dr. Thau herself raises another issue. ‘In
developing countries, men often oppose the
use of contraceptives. This vaccine would
allow women to use a birth control method
without it being detected.’

More importantly, the vaccine has proved
to be safe in clinical studies conducted in
India. ‘The vaccine hasn’t shown any ad-
verse effects,” Dr. Thau says.

The inventor of the vaccine is Dr. Gursaran
Parshad Talwar, who is also the founder of
NII. He started working on the anti-preg-
nancy vaccine in 1975 because he wanted
to do something 1o help ease the burden of

ovérpopulation in his native India.

With 860 million people, India is now
the second most populous country on earth.
If its current growth rate stays steady at 2.1
percent, the subcontinent’s population will
hit one billion by the year 2000.

‘] was very radical as a student,’ recalls the
Pasteur Institute-educated immunologisL. ‘One
is surrounded by so many problems here, and
I wanted to do something to help my country.
But at the time | didn’t know how.’

According to him, he thought of a new
birth control technique because he observed
traditional contraceptives were poorly-suit-
ed to women in developing countries, like
his homeland.

‘Birth control pills are too easy to for-
get,” he says. ‘Condoms aren’t always
available. Intra-uterine devices (IUDs) can’t
be used because it means more blood loss
for women who are already anaemic. And
poor women don’t wanl to get sterilized
because they may want to become pregnant
again if the children they already have die.’

The anti-pregnancy vaccine which he
invented works by getting the immune system
to stimulate antibodies against a hormone
called human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG),
which prepares the body for pregnancy and
makes a woman miss her menstrual period.

‘Without the hormone. the embryo can-
not anchor itself in the uterus, making

pregnancy impossible,’ Dr. Talwar explains.

To get the antibodies up to the right level,
Dr. Talwar says a woman needs (0 receive
three injections of the vaccine at six-week
intervals, much the way people are current-
ly immunized against diphtheria and typhoid.

‘Although the anti-pregnancy vaccine is
not a permanent form of birth control, it is
effective for about one year,” he points out.
After that, a woman can again become
pregnant or opt for a booster shot that would
prevent her from getting pregnant for an-
other year.

The latest clinical study of the vactine
in India resulted in only one pregnancy in
88 women observed over 821 menstrual
cycles, the UNDP publication reports. “The
testing period varied between six months
and two years,’ it says.

Theoretically, with no contraception, the
number of menstrual cycles mentioned would
have resulted in 250 to 300 pregnancies.

The vaccine is not yet available com-
mercially because of the labour-intensive
method of producing it. The fact that the
vaccine must be administered in three sep-
arate injections also makes it less than ideal.

Although Dr. Talwar has a woridwide
patent for the vaccine, he says it is not his
intention to restrict its distribution. ‘We want
it 10 be available 10 people everywhere,’ he
declares. (DEPTHnews Asia) y

Corruption . ..

(From page 4)

ed control over Lhe budget and render
meaningless the congressional deliberations
on the national appropriations.” Question-
ing the President’s veto is an “institutional
position and not personal,” he qualified.

The President vetoed the P34.66 billion
Senate cul from the House approved P357.061
billion budget, P22.9 billion slash in the
P117.8 billion debt payment and the provi-
sion allowing state universities and colleg-
es 1o use half of their respective incomes
for their needs.

Makati Rep. Joker Arroyo vented his ire
or “nitwitted constitutional advisers for
misleading the President that he has prerog-

atives 10 restore budgel cuts made by Con-
gress. Only agency savings can be augment-
ed.”

Sen. Raul Roco challenged the veto of
a Senate productivity incentive for state
universities and colleges to keep half of their
meager income from agricultural lands, fish-
eries, research and medical services for their
needs. When Budget Sec. Salvador Enriquez
accused Roco of personal interests, Roco
urged President Ramos to replace Enriquez
with somebody more responsive to people’s
needs.

Instead of government subsidizing state
institutions, Executive Sec. Teofisto Guingona
Jr..said the earnings (estimated at P300
million for this year) be urned over to the
National Treasury to become part of the
general fund. So the Ramos government is

not only selling all available assets but is
now depending on school incomes for its
funding?

“Yel we have more than P100 billion
to pay for debts?” Roco challenged. “This
is arrant nonsense!” He said Enriquez
should “justify his qualifications to deter-
mine the educational policy for the Phil-
ippines 2000.”

SENATORS REACT

Sen. John Osmena proposed that Con-
gress repeal Presidential Decree 1177 which
empowers the Chief Executive to automat-
ically appropriate public funds for debt
servicing without Congress approval. Pres-
ident Corazon Aquino had also veloed a
cutl in the debt service which legislative
lawyers contested before the Supreme
Court. Because of PD 1177, they lost the

case.

Angara branded as “unconstitutional and
improper™ the President’s rejection of fors
eign debt payment above P86.323 billion
without vetoing the corresponding item
providing P86.323 billion for debt service.
In the 1990 Gonzales vs. Macaraig case,
the Senate questioned the presidential pow-
er to juggle funds. The Supreme Court ruled
that a presidential veto would be legal only
when the Chief Executive vetoes both the
provision and the outlay.

Senators Roco, Osmena and Ople agreed
with Angara that the Senate should take the
case of “unconstitutional infirmities” to the
Supreme Court, to prioritize the passage of
a budget reform law in place of PD 1177,
“and lay down a new procedure of budget
formulation and approval.”

-
i
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What’s in store for 1994?

US PRESIDENT Bill Clinton is again
getting bashed by the resurrcction of his
womanizing past: he is starting a new year
on the defensive. His former security aides
are the ones spilling the beans on him. Kaya
beware of security men because they know
so much of your sccrets. Security men and
drivers — they are the worst lalkers. Any-
way, being a womanizer does not have much
to do with national interests. In the Philip-
pines just read again what the /nquirer
serialized a few months back.

L L L]

What’s in store for the country in 1994
in the economic field? Judging from re-
ports about infation, interests, oil prices
and labor costs, we may be in for rough
times despite bullish predictions from some
quarters. According to some economic
experts, “inflation, interest rates, oil costs
are threats to higher growth.” Even gov-
ernment experts admit that in 1994 we
have to expect “double digit inflation which
may result in tighter economic policies in
1994, They say we may expect interest
rates to rise up to 18% next year.

wEEEE

According to the National Census & Sia-
tistics Office, our trade gap during the first

10 months in 1993 has widened to US$5.17
billion. According to government stalistics,
our imports cost us US$14.29 billion while
out exports totaled US$8.09 billion only.
Ang laki ng agwat pare ko... And, of course,
business will be facing higher labor costs
with the increase in minimum wages ang
there are fall-outs which are unfavorable
already being felt by industry. In Mindanao
the last of the 6 Ferro-Alloy firms closed
shop recently. The reason — higher pro-
duction costs which the industry cannot
absorb and with it. 1.500 workers will join
the ranks of the unemployed. Imagine a $65
million plant being abandoned due to loss-
es? All these developments may derail the
Ramos dream of *Philippines 2000.”
ok ok

By the way is General Lisandro Abadia
on the way out? I received a letter from
General Arturo Enrile using the title of
“Acting Chief of Staff’ in his letterhead.
Is this one reason for what 1 heard is new
restiveness in the military? And is this
the reason why FYR increased the sala-
ries of the AFP and the PNP? Like play-
ing chess — move and counter move. . .

Is it also true that a Central Luzon
congressman was caught in a Makati car

park in a compromising position with his
girl friend? Gago naman ito, sa dami ng
motel diyan, sa car park pa? Masyadong
kuripot yata, or did he feel it was more
romantic doing it in forbidden places?
T

Secretary Juan Flavier is turning out 1o
be a big joke with his daily antics just because
they say he wants o be a senator. Maybe
it is the reason why he failed to grow in
size because he did not grow up in mind,
t0o. Look at his latest picture in “Oplan
Torotot,” he looks ridiculous. But as a
Malacafang court jester who can blame him?
Incidentally, “Oplan Torotot™ should prob-
ably be directed to a Luzon govemor who
became subject of “oplan torotot” by his
wife who has been carrying a torrid love
affair with a municipal councilor. To the
tune of “cocorococo. . ." the people in this -
governor’s province sing “totorototot. . .”
This is not an invented story, a Provincial
Board member of this province told this to
me.

ko ook

Former First Lady Imelda R. Marcos
was acquitted in three graft cases by the
Sandiganbayan. This may be the begin-
ning of good luck for Imelda as a New

|

— e . —

Year is ushered in. It seems that the
Sandiganbayan has given Imelda her
happiest Christmas since her return to
the Philippines. Well justice must take its
course and another court victory may yet
bring Meldy to Manila’s City Hall?
L L L L

Butz Aquino is a queer bird, indeed.
Imagine he has rejected his P18 million
Countrywide Development Funds, notoriously
known as “pork barrel.” Is Butz really kissing
politics goodbye by 19957 His decision to
reject the fund will, definitely not make him
popular with his colleagues but that is
principle, if you ask me. Actually, there is
nothing really evil about countrywide de-
velopment funds if properly spent for cor-
rect projects which will benefit the people.
That is why we pay taxes so public im-
provements can be properly addressed.
What's wrong is if they are pocketed.

Asian farmers...

ing, according to Dr. Kevin D. Gallagher,
deputy regional coordinator for the FAQ Inter-
Country Programme for Rice IPM in South
and Southeast Asia.

Addressing the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations agricultural journalists at Los

(From page 12)

Banos, Dr. Gallagher said part of the “new"”
emerging indusiry is related to the new bio-
lechnology industry.

“Many of the “new’ developments have
in fact been possible for many years but are
benefiting now from new regulations and

newly emerging technologies,” he said.

Among the plant protection industries
currently being developed for production and
marketing are baits, lures and traps for better
field and quarantine applications; insectaries
to produce parasites and nematodes; and
virus, bacteria and fungus which act as of
insects and plant diseases.

While plant protection technologies in
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NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134
Amorsolo St., Legaspl Village, Makati, Metro Manila; the Regional Executive
Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Bivd., Ermita; the Hon.
Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive,
Port Area, both in Manila, the Hon, Secretary, Department of Agrarian
Reform, PTA Bldg., Ellipital Road, Diliman; the Director, Forest Manage-
ment Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila;
the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial Treasurer,
the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District Engi-
neer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece
Martires City; the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite,
Demetrio Esguerra, #33, Maria Belarmino, #33, Isidro Ambat, #39, all
In V. Toledo St., Silang, Cavite; Dolores Mecate, 128 Lucsuhin, Silang,
Cavite AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by Mariano
B. Bataclan, married to Angelita Genio Bataclan, #130 Lucsuhin, Silang,
Cavite thru Atty. lreneo B. Anarna, Alejandro & Anarna Law Office, 11
Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavile praying for the registration
and confirmation of the title to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot 289 of Cadastral survey of Cad-452-D, Silang
Cadastre, as shown on plan Ap-04-007028, LRC Record No. )
situated In the Brgy. Luksuhin, Municipality of Silang, Province of Cavite.
Bounded on the SE., along line 1-2 by Lot 288 (Isidro Ambal); on the
W., along line 2-3 by Lot 283 (Dolores Micate, ef al.); on the NW., &
NE., along lines 3-4-5 by Lot 291 (Demetrio Esguerra, et al.) and on
the SE., along lines 5-6-1 by Lot 287, all of Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre.

Beginning at a point marked “1" on plan, being S. 74 deg. 28'W., 1794.17

beginning, containing an area of EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
NINETY TWO (8,692) SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are
indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS cyl. conc.
mons. 15 x 60 cm,; bearings true; date of original survey, May 24, 1981
& date of survey, May 20, 1993 & was approved on August 6, 1993.

You are hereby served this notice lo appear before this Court at its
session to be held at Branch XVIIl, Tagaytay City, Philippines, on the
2nd day of February, 1993 at 8:30 o'clock in the forencon, then and
there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion
thereof, and to submit evidence In support of such claim and unless you
appear at said Court at the time and place aforesaid, your default will
be recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and determined
in accardance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter
you will lorever be barred from contesting said application (or petition)
or any decree entered lhereon. ,

Witness: the HON, ELEUTERIO F. GUERRERO, Judge of said Court,
the 21st day of October, 1993.

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 22nd day of November, 1993,

AT T ES T2

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authority

(Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM
January 17, 1994

developed countries are far advanced, Dr.
Gallagher lamented that those moving into
South and Southeast Asia are “second class.”
Dr, Gallagher urged Asians to have better
access to new plant protection industry.
“The problem is how to get this industry
developed in light of the overwhclm-iﬁE
influence of multinational pesticide indus-
tries on national investments and in the
absence of complete knowledge for alterna-
tive development directions,” he said.
(DEPTHnews) :

RP rates...

(From page 5)

etc., scored high — close to 100.

Extreme human suffering is noted in 30
countries — 24 in Africa and six in Asia.
Those in Asia, aside from Afghanistan, are
Nepal, Kampuchea, Bhutan, Bangladesh and
North Yemen.

High human suffering exists in 44 coun-
tries — 16 in Africa, 16 in Asia, and 11
in Latin America, and one (Papua New
Guinea) in Oceania. These countries have
a total population of 2.9 billion people
which is 58 percent of the world's pop-
ulation,

The correlation between rapid population
growth and human suffering is said to be
consistent with other studies which indicate
that rapid population increase restricts eco-
nomic and social progress for individual
families and nations.

If the trends continue up to 1998, one
billion more people would be added to the
global population, primarily in Third World
countries that are already struggling to
provide for their present population.
(NEPTHnews)
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Friendly insects helping cassava farmers

MANILA — Friendly in-
sects are helping farmers in
South America and' Africa
protect their crops of cassava,
a starchy root that feeds more
than 500 million people, say
scientists taking part in a joint
project of the International
Center for Tropical Agricul-
ture (CIAT) in Colombia and
the International Institute of
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) in
Nigeria.

“Cassava farmers are
among the world’s poorest

and few can afford 1o con-
trol pests with chemicals,”
says Dr. Anthony Bellolli,
CIAT cntomologisL. “Besides
damaging  waler, resources
and food chains. pesticides
also worsen pest problems
by killing off friendly insccts
that prey on or parasitize
cassava pests.”

The most important cas-
sava pesl is the green spider
mite, which has spread from
northern and central South
America to Northeast Brazil

and Africa, where it has few
natural cnemics. The mite
defloliates new leaves. stunt-
ing or killing the plant and
reducing yields.

A complex of 6 to 12
species of predatory miles,
known as phytoseiids, helps
control the mite biological-
ly in its center of origin. Two
phytoseiid species, original-
ly from western Brazil, were
successfully established in
Africa through an intemation-
al effort organized by IITA,

in collaboration with CIAT
and EMBRAPA, Brazil's
national agricultural research
agency.

Scientists began a simi-
Jar effort for Northeast Bra-
zil in 1992, targeling sever-
al insect pests. including the
mite. “Predators and resis-
lant cassava varieties help
control the mite in most of
South America,” Bellotti
says. “Predators alone can
prevent 30 percent of yield
losses.

“Another  successful
friendly insect that farmers
can breed themselves is the
polistes wasp, which attacks
the cassava hornworm.” The
hornworm often defoliates
thousands of hectares of
cassava. The killer wasp
stings and paralyzes the
hormworm, culs it into strips,
and carries the pieces back
to the nest to feed its young.
A family of wasps may kill
as many as 100 hornworms
per day.

“Brazilian farmers also
use a “green milkshake’ to
protect 34,000 hectares of
cassava from the homworm,”
Bellotti says. “The milkshake
is a homemade pesticide
made from virus-infected
homworms liquefied in wa-
ter with a kitchen blender.
The resulting liquid is
sirained and used as a spray.
It harms only the hornworh.”

Trained national scientists
and extension workers will

(Page 11, please)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH XVl
TAGAYTAY CITY

Land Reg. Case No. TG-487 LRA Record No. N-63849

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspl
Village, Makati, Metro Manila; the Reglonal Executive Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg., 1515
Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways,
Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform, P.TA
Bidg., Elliptical Road, Diliman; the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, both
In Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial
Treasurer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and Highways District Engineer, the CENR
Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector, all in Trece Martires City; the Municipal Mayer, the
Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite; Alejandro Toledo, V. Toledo St,, Gelacio Pablete, Brgy, Tubuan,
Monico Batino, Romualdo Jawer, both in Brgy. Lucsuhin, all in Silang, Cavite, AND TO ALL
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application -having been filed in the above-entilled case by Miguela V. Poblete, Widow,
Mary Ann Village, Silang, Cavite, thru Atty. Irenec A. Anarna, Alejandro, Anarna Law Office,
11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite, praying for the registration and confirmation of
the title to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot 270 of the cadastral survey of Cad, 452-D, Silang Cadastre, as shown
on plan Ap-04-007033; L.R.C. Record No. ). situated in the Brgy. Luksuhin, Municipality
of Silang, Province of Cavite, Island of Luzon, Bounded on the SW,, along line 1-2 by Lot 12819,
Romualdo Javier; on the NW., along line 2-3 by Lot 2899, Module |l Case 2, Barangay San
Miguel, Alejandro Toledo; on the NE., along line 3-4 by Lot 268, Gelacio Poblete; and on the
SE., along line 4-1 by Lot 272, Monico Batino, all of the Cad. 452-D, Silang Cadastre Beginning
at a point marked "1" on plan being N. 84 deg. 44'W., 1928.31 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 452-
D, Silang Cadastre.

thence N. 05 deg. 48'W., 102.75 m. to point 2,
thence N. B2 deg. O1'E., 97.28 m. to point 3,
thence S. 05 deg 40'E., 9845 m. to point 4;
thence S. 79 deg. 29'W,, 97.33 m, to the point of

beginning, containing an area of NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY EIGHT (9.768)
SQUARE METERS. All points relerred to are Indicated on the plan and are marked on the
ground by PS. cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings true; dale of original survey, August 22,
1081 and that of survey was on May 20, 1993 and was approved on August 8, 1993

You are hereby served this nolice to appear before this Court at its session to be held at
Branch XVIIl, Tagaytay City, Philippines, on the 23rd day of February, 1994, at 830 o'clock
in the forencon, then and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any
portion thereol, and to submit evidence In support of such claim and unless you appear al sald
Court at the time and place atoresaid, your delaull will be recorded and the title to the land
will be adjudicated and determinad In accordance with law and the evidence before the Courl
and thereafter you will lorever be barred Irom contesting said application (or petition) or any
decree entered therean

Witness: the Hon. ELEUTERIO F, GUERRERO, Judge of sald Court, the 18th day ol No-
vember, in the year 1993

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this

ATTEST

7th day ol December, 1593

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authority

(Sgd) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM
January 17, 1994

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capltal Judicial Region
QUEZGN CITY
—oo00o0—

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK,
Morlgagee

FILE NO. FRE No. 759
Extra Judicial Foreclosure of
Real Estate Morigage under
Act 3135, As amended

- versus -

RADEGUNDA T. BAWIT,
Mortgagor/s

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Premiere
Development Bank mortgagee/s, against Radegunda T. Bawit, mortgagor/s, with residence and
postal address at No. 6 Piko St., Pleasantville Subdn., Tallpapa, Nova. Q.C. to satisly the
mortgage indebtedness, which as of October 20, 1993 amounts to TWO HUNDRED FORTY
ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THREE PESOS AND 17/100 (P241,353.17) exduding
penalties charges, attorney’s fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure and
sale. the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Quezon City or her duly authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC |
AUCTION 1o the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency on the 4th day of
February, 1994, at 10:00 o'clock In the morning, or soon thereafter, infront of the main entranes
of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, the
following described real property, together with all the improvements existing thereon, to wik:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 360838

Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 6-A of the subdn. plan (LRC) Psd-325576, approved as a non subdn.
project, being a portion of Lot 6, Blk. 1 (LRC) Pcs-783, LRC Rec. No. 5975), situated in Quezon
City, Metro Manila, Island of Luzon, Bounded on the NE., pts. 2 to 3 by Road Lot 1 (LRC)
Pcs-783; on the SE., pts. 2 to 4 by Lot 6-B of the subdn. plan, on the SW., pis. 4 to 1 by
Lot 7: and on the NW., pts. 1 1o 2 by Lot 5, both of Blk. 1 (LRC) Pcs-783; containing an area
of TWO HUNDRED FORTY ONE SQUARE METERS AND FIFTY SQUARE DECIMETERS
(241.50) more or less.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined lo Investigate for themselves Lhe title of
the sald real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, I any there be.
Quezon City, Philippines, January 5, 1994

MARINO V. CACHERO
(Deputy Sherilf In-Charge)

MANUELA F. LORENZO
Clerk of Court &
Ex-Officio Sherniff

WARNING
It is absolutaly prohiblted to remove, deface or destroy this Nelice ol Shenfl's Sale, on or
before the date of the auction sale, under penaity of the laws

(Sgd.) MARINC V. CACHERO
Senior Deputy Sheriff

Copy lurnished

1. ATTY. ANGELES L. SIAN

2. RADEGUNDA T. BAWIT
No. 6 Pike St., Pleasantville Subdn
Novaliches, Quezon City

WE FORUM
Jan. 10, 17 & 24, 1994
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Asean losing bio-diversity

LOS BANOS. LAGUNA — Members of the Associa-

tion of Southcast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will have to
redouble reforestation and conservation efforts to stop the
alarming loss of biological diversity in Lhe region.

Loss of these resources has already put in jeopardy the
capability of biological systems and processes in the ASEAN
to support animal and plani survival, according to a Fil-
ipino environmental scientist.

He identified the main culprit for this ecological debacle
as the alarming rate of deforestation in the ASEAN which now
threatens endemic animal and plant species with extinction.

Dr. Delfin Ganapin, Jr., Executive Director of the Quezon
City-based Foundation for Philippine Environment (FPE),
says that Asia has already lost 42 percent of its tropical
forests with great risk to and implication on all life forms
especially human survival.

FPE is a non-governmental organization which works
with government and all sectors to promote awareness on
the state of the Philippines and the region’s biological
diversity. It also monitors and undertakes forest and wild-
life preservation projects.

According to Dr. Ganapin, the main reasons for defor-
estation in Asia are: shifting cultivation, indiscriminate
logging, and conversion of forest land to agricultural plots,
plantations and pasture land.

Addressing a Seminar-Workshop on Reporting Sustain-
able Agriculture here, Dr. Ganapin described the state of

By ROBERT L. DOMOGUEN

deforestation among ASEAN countries.

Sponsored by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQ), the workshop was organized by the Press Founda-
lion of Asia. :

Of the five ASEAN countries. Thailand has the highest
deforestation rate per year, at 2.7 percent; followed by Malay-
sia, 1.2; Philippines, 1.0; Vietnam, 0.7; and Indonesia, 0.5.

In terms of forest land lost to deforestation per year,
Indonesia is the highest at 600 thousand hectares, followed
by Malaysia, 225,000 hectares; Thailand, 252,000 hectares;
Philippines 92,000 hectares; and Vietnam, 65,000 hectares.

While other ASEAN countries like Malaysia and Indo-
nesia have greater land loss Lo deforestation, they still have
vast forest reserves, unlike the Philippines which has less
than a million hectares classified as primary or virgin forest.
Still, the rate of deforestation is 100,000 hectares a year
at present, and more than half of the endemic flora of the
country is already lost, Dr. Ganapin noted.

“But Malaysia and Indonesia will find themselves where
the Philippines is now in the near future if they don't learn
from our experiences,” he said.

In Malaysia, Dr. Ganapin noted that the remaining [orests
are being forced to make room for new rubber and oil palm
plantations.

Deforestation in Indonesia is being caused by popula-
tion pressure, shifting agriculture, spontaneous migration,
forest fires, transmigration, conversion to plantation estate,

and conversion to other types of development projects.

Reduction of forest cover in Indonesia has threatened
many animal species with extinction. These includé 126
bird species, 63 mammal species and 21 reptile species.

In Thailand, introduction of cash crop almost always
resulted to forest destruction. The destruction of the forest
ecosystem has caused erosion, long and severe periods of
drought and devastating floods.

ASEAN govermnments have instituted noble efforts to
stem the rate of deforestation. In Indonesia, the govemn-
ment has established several conservation areas: nature
reserves, hunting parks, natural recreation parks, high forest
parks and marine parks reserve.

Logging companies are also required to undertake re-
forestation programs. .

Thailand has declared a logging ban and is now familiar
with community forestry. The Thai temple forests which
flourished around monasteries and protected by monks are
sacred grounds are most notable.

The Philippines implements social forestry, contract
reforestation, forest land management agreements, and
community forestry programs.

The bottomline for all these conservation efforts is whether
the whole ASEAN population will seriously undertake
massive reforestation activities and take to heart, the need
to ensure ecological diversity for the future generation.

(DEPTHnews)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH XVIii
TAGAYTAY CITY

Land Reg. Case No. TG-488 LRA Record No. N-63850

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor Ganeral, Office of the Solicitor General,
134 Amorsolo St, Legaspi Village, Makati, Metro Manila; the
Regional Executive Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas
Bivd., Ermita; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works
and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, both in Manila; the
Hon. Secretary, Department ol Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bidg.,
Elliptical Road, Diliman; the Director, Forest Management Bu-
reau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila;
the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial
Treasurer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and High-
ways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land
Management Sector, all in Trece Martires City; the Municipal
Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang Cavite, Lourdes Toledo,
Lucio Javier, Lino Javier, Romeo Javier, Teofilo Antarin, Romualdo
Javier, all in Brgy. Lucsuhin, Silang, Cavite; AND TO ALL WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above-entitled case
by Armando Gonzales, married to Celia Batusin, 153 Lucsuhin,
Silang, Cavite, thru Atty. Ireneo A. Anarna, Alejandro & Anama
Law Office, 11 Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite, praying
for the registration and conlfirmation of the title to the following
described land with the building and improvements thereon.

A parcel of land (Lot 298 of the cadastral survey of Cad
452-D, Sllang Cadastre, as shown on plan Ap-04-007037, L.R.C
Cad, Record No. ), situated in the Brgy, Luksuhin, Munic
ipality of Silang, Province of Cavile, Island of Luzon. Bounded
on the NW., along line 1-2 by Lot 12805, Lucio Javier; on the
NE., along line 2-3 by Lot 299, Romeo Javier; on the SE., along
line 3-4 by Lot 294, Lino Javier, along line 4-5 by Lot 291,
Demetrio Esguerra, et al; on the SW. along line 5-6 by Lot 296,
Teofila Antarin; along line 6-7 by Lot 12819, Romualdo Javier;
on the NW., along lines 7-8-9-1 by Lot 267, Lourdes Toledo,
all of Cad. 452-D, Silang Cadastre. Beginning at & point marked

*1" on plan, being N. 87 deg. 17'W., 1731.31 m. from BLLM No.
1, Cad. 452-D, Silang Cadastre.
thence N. 78 deg. 02'E., 10.14 m. to point 2;
thence S. 05 deg. 46'W., 7225 m. to point 3;
thence S, 78 deg. 21'W., 138.69 m. to point 4,
thence S. 76 deg. 18'W.,, 4.90 m, to point 5;
thence N. 06 deg. 18'W., 45.77 m. to point 6;
thence N. 05 deg. 50'W., 30.74 m. to point 7;
thence N, 77 deg. 59'E., 138.79 m. to point 8;
thence S. 48 deg, 32'E., 3.67 m. to point 9,
thence S. 64 deg. 37'E., 8.38 m. to the point of
beginning, containing an area of ELEVEN THOUSAND FOUR
HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE (11,489) SQUARE METERS. All points
referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the
ground by PS. cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm.; bearings true; date
of original survey, May 22, 1981 and that of survey was on May
20, 1993 and was approved on August 9, 1993
You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court
at its session 1o be held at Branch XVIIl, Tagaytay City, Philip-
pines, on the 23rd day of February, 1994, at 8:30 o'clock in the
forenoon, then and there to present such claim as you may
have 1o said land or any portion thereof, and to submit evidence
in support of such claim and unless you appear at said Court
at the time and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded
and the ttle to the land will be adjudicated and determined in
accordance with law and the evidence belore the Court and
thereafter you will forever be barred from contesting and appli-
cation (or petition) or any decree entered thereon
Witness: the Hon. ELEUTERIO F. GUERRERO, Judge of
said Court, the 11th day of November, in the year 1993
Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 7th day of Decem-
ber, 1993.
ARl TRES T

REYNALDO ¥. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authority

(Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM
January 17, 1994

Fl'ielldly e o (From page 10)

teach farmers about success-
ful combinations of pest
control methods, including
the use of suitable farming
practices and resistant cas-
sava varieties.

The four-year post con-
trol project is funded by the
United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP), Its
scientists in Northeast Bra-
zil collaborate with those
working on a project, fund-
ed by Kellogg Foundation,
on the production, process-
ing and commercialization of
dried cassava for animal feed.
(DEPTHnews)

Max NOBLE

(From page 7)

the family” (Free Press,
January 8) to know, as I
did know in my two-and-
a-half months’ stint in that
office.

Boy, our government is
really hopeless! Right in the
office of the graftbuster, a
model ofTice as it should be,
lives this monster called
Nepotism. It’s there be-
cause the very people sworn
to slay it don't, And can’l.
And won’L

*xnkd

There’s only one objec-
tive of all these fong-
gressmen clamoring for the
shift from presidential to
parliamentary systems, and
that is to do a Marcos in the
incumbent. [ hope I'm wrong
but I think Erap will never
become President like the late
Fernando Lopez. Nor will
Miriam — unless our Su-
preme Court rules in her
favor. Butl will it?

That would be the day
Eddie Boy may finally light
his cigar,

WE FORUM
Jan, 17, 24 & 31, 1994

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice s hereby given thal ihe esiale ol NORA E SAN JOSE who died
on November 2, 1990 in Quezon City, has been extrajudicially setlled among
het heirs in a document enlitled "Exirajudicial Settlement of Eslate With Deed
ol Sale® under Doc No. 765, Page No. 53; Book No 2; Seres ol 1993 of
Notary Public Atly. Merlita M. Sanidad-Diga




Benguet launches
regreening program

By GABRIEL PAWID KEITH

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET — Echoing President Ra-
mos’ morale-boosting slogan, “We can do il.” Benguct
residents have launched an honest-to-goodness program 1o
make this pine-clad province green again.

The program focuses on massive tree-planting and clean-
liness and beautification. A contest in the lwo major ac-
tivities will cap the program. At stake are the President
Ramos and Environment Secretary Angel Alcala trophices
to be awarded to top winners on Benguet Day (Junc 19).

Governor Jaime Paul B. Panganiban, prime mover be-
hind the program, says cash prizes also will be given 1o
the first three winners in each category for devclopment
and livelihood projects.

Assisting the provincial government in the undertaking
are co-hosts Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), regional and provincial offices and the
New Benguet Lions Club.

DENR will make available one million assorted seed-
lings for the program in 1993 and every year thereafler.

Already being planted throughout the province as part of

the re-greening effort are pine tree, alnus, aguho and
eucalyptus and fruit tree seedlings.

Provincial agriculturist Lolita B. Bentres says a cam-
paign for seed donations from government officials and
employes is going on. School children are involved in the
collection drive for used tetra packs and similar items that
can be used for potting seedlings.

The beautification and cleanliness campaign is focused
on government or public buildings, including municipal
and barangay halls. hospitals and health centers, mult-
purpose and school buildings.

“We should start with the government to show our people
that we are implementing what we preach and can lead by

nple,” explains the governor.

With the coming of the dry months, the program will
focus on protecting planted areas from forest fires. School
children are also expected to take care of the seedlings
within school yards and compounds, as well as in OISCA-
assisted and established Children's Forests. Public Works
employes will maintain the planted trees along highways
and travel routes.

“It is not enough that we plant trees,” DENR-CAR regional
director Sabado T. Balcagan has pointed out. “We must
protect them from vandals and astray animals 1o insure
their growth.”

To complement the re-greening program, the anti-illegal
logging campaign also has been stepped up. Latest to fall
are three groups of illegal loggers within the Bila water-
shed and wooded areas of Daldalipey atop Mount Data,
fountainhead of the Agno, Amburayan and Chico rivers.

Benguet has a land area of 266,538 heclares of which
58,000 hectares are classified as forest lands and 209,000
as non-forest lands. Of the forest lands, 47,000 hectares are
pine forests; 2,000 hectares, mossy forest; 8,000 hectares
are open canopy dipterocarp forest; and 1,000 hectares,
closed canopy dipterocarp foresL

Al present, the actual forest cover of the whole province
is only 35 percent.

“This explains why we are working overtime and seri-
ously,” stressed Governor Panganiban. He said plans are
afoot 10 identify areas to be established as watersheds and
communal forests.

The overriding goal is to conserve -and protect walter
sources and provide forested areas for local residents who
are frontine forest guardians. (DEPTHnews)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice i hereby given thal the estate ol LAUREANO B ALCANTARA who
died on May 8, 1963 in Villaros, Bagabag, Nueva Ecija, consisting of a real
properly sduated al Las Pifas, Province of Rizal with TCT No 452585 has
bean judicially setiled @ his heirs as shown in a document enlitled
"Extrajudicial Setllemant ol Real Estate” under Doc. No. 246, Page No. 51
Book No. X, Series ol 1993 ol Notary Public Atty. Sonnia R Tablizo

WE FORUM
Jan. 10, 17 & 24, 1004

Asian farmers .
adopting IPM

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

[.LOS BANOS, LAGUNA — It’s a case of sibling
rivalry. American brothers Glenn and Ron Anderson
both raise almond in their respective farms. Five years
ago, their rivalry took an unusual turn when they made

a deal.

Glenn, a committed en-
vironmentalist, challenged
Ron that he could harvest as
Ron's withoul using pesti-
cides. *1 was told that it
would be impossible; my
brother was absolutely pet-
rified,” he recalled.

Ron, who farmed an ad-
jacent almond orchard in
Hilmar, California, kept us-
ing the traditional chemical
sprays.

The Anderson brothers
enlisted a researcher from the
nearby University of Califor-
nia to determine whose nuts
were better: Glenn's organ-
ically grown almonds or
Ron’s conventionally grown
ones.

“*The number of nuts
damaged by insects was just
about the same in both or-
chards,” the study reported.
In simpler terms, Glenn’s
organic pest-control tech-
niques proved equal to Ron’s
conventional chemical spray-
ing. Ron was impressed
enough that he has now
stopped using pesticides al-
logether.

Pesticides have historical-
ly saved millions of lives by
protecting people from in-
sect-transmitted diseases and
increasing food supply, In the
past, pesticides were thought
o be a panacea. but many
pesticide dangers have be-
come evident over the past
years.

Among the problems en-
countered with pesticides
include Killing the so-called

“friendly insects™ and even
human beings (through poi-
soning), reducing populations
and driving some species on
the brink of extinction, and
conlaminating groundwater.
In some instances, pesticides
turn non-pests into pests.

In recent years, farmers
in Asia have turned to using
environment-friendly alterna-
tives in destroying pests.
Take the case of Filipino
farmer Jose Bangahon, Sr.
When he sees an insect
chewing his vegetable crops,
he does not grab the nearest
pesticide he can find.

Instead, he gets mint
leaves and puts them next
to the plants. “The plants give
off a smell that the insects
don't like," he explains,
adding that “there are so
many areas of farming where
we could use natural alter-
natives if we tried.”

Natural alternatives are
just part of the so-called
integrated pest management
(IPM), which Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAOQ) of the United Nations,
the International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI), and
Ili‘!l-}_l_i)\"t.‘l'll]ﬂt‘l\l{i! ()fgiil]i!.ii-
Lions are t‘lll'l't‘l‘ll]}«' I)I'l)lll(!l-
ing to beat pests and diseas-
es that destroy crops.

IPM actually comprises
strategies aimed at minimiz-
ing pest damage through
careful integration of avail-
able pest control technolo-
gles,

*It gives priority Lo non-

chemical control components
such as host-plant resistance
and biological and cultural
controls, only using chemi-
cal coritrols when alternatives
are ciearly unlikely to afford
sufficient protection,” says
the Mindanao Baptist Rural
Life Center (MBRLC), based
in Davao del Sur. 2

In tropical agricultural
systems, where pesticides are
increasingly expensive and
pose risks to farmers and
consumers, reduced use of
pesticides through IPM has
many economic and social
as well as environmenial
advantages.

“Reduced use of chemi-
cals implies reduced cash and
other capital inputs into
production systems,” ex-
plains Harold R. Watson,
MBRLC director. For this
reason, IPM approaches tend
to be more sustainable in
small-scale agricultural sys-
tems.

Al the same lime, IPM
strategies minimize enyviron-
mental damage and health
risks. “Pesticide misuse
upsels the balance of ecosys-

CHEMICAL SPRAY: Misuse rampant

tem in many areas but we @

hope to restore it through
IPM,” says the Laguna-based
IRRL

IRRI experts say that if a
country would shift to IPM,
it can save about US$S5
million annually. “A lot of
money is wasted on pesti-
cides that in the first place
should not be used,” said Dr.
Luis Rey I. Velasco, a vis-
iting scientist at [RRI's °
Entomology Division.

IPM programs on cabbage
in Malaysia, the Philippines:
and Indonesia have shown
that diamond backed moth
(DBM) can be controlled
with parasites.

But despite the many
proven advantages of IPM,
and the demonstrable need
for the benefits it offers,
experls lament its implemen-
tation has been disappoint-
ingly slow.

Meanwhile, due to mount-
ing public pressure on Lhe
adverse effects of chemical
pesticides, a “new”, ‘more
environmentally-sound plant
protection industry is emerg-

(Page 9, please)
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