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fa”" President Ramos receives the document entitled “Appeal to World Leaders” from the International Peace
Festival for Children presented by (wo students from the Assumption College in Antipolo — Carmela Berdan
» Page G and Kristine Claudio (3rd and Sth from left). The festival was held in Lillehammer, Norway from September
25 to October 4, 1993 and was participated in by more than 1,000 children from different countries. Others in
photo taken during the presentation at Malacanang last Dec. 28 are Sister Luz Emmanuel Soriano, Education
Secretary Armand Fabella and Presidential Assistant Ben de Leon. (Malacanang Photo)
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NO RAPPORT

Ramos is talking peace,
Misuari aims t

By ERIC S. GIRON

T REMOTE Timbangan mountain village
in Indanan near Jolo, the Sulu capital, men
uniformed in jungle fatigues, clutching au-
tomatic rifles or heavy weapons stand at attention
during a morning flag-raising ceremony and chant
their national anthem. Nur Misuari snaps a salute
to his 5,000-strong Moro National Liberation Front

in his native stronghold.

of ThéoRagpheir shrgsthamls is ARbERsRIHMEI Yaflazdn thal

Republic; the anthem is that of
the secessionist group. Why
does President Fidel V. Ramos
tolerale the illegal weapons and
allegiance to a slate within a
state—zn overt defiance to his
government—in the guise of
“peace or truce?

Ramos cmissary Manuel
Yan, former Armed Forces chiefl
of staff, then ambassador, en-
tered the hostile Timbangan
atmosphere instead of the Jolo
provincial capitol as agreed
earlier 1o meet with Misuan on
Dec. 20, The 100 marines and
a composile army-police unil
forming Yan's secunity could
have been wiped oul by Misu-
ari‘s superior force in a show
down

A military officer remarked
that the government should not
negoliate from a position of
weakness and in an almosphere
of fear; that it should do the
talking. not Misuari, who pre-
sided at the meeling

Has the Ramos government
paused to reflect if focusing
negotiations on the MNLF sole-
ly, whose members refuse 10 lay
down arms and maintain lerri-
tones which are no-man’s-land
tor soldiers and policemen, is
the wrong approach (o the wide
spread banditry, crimes and in-
surgency in Mindanao!

Mindanaa Muslims and
Christians alike crilicized the
government's conlining Ihe
Jakara peace talks (Oct. 25-Noy
) o Nur Misvan s MNLE. Moro
Revolutionary Organization
“.illil Mohammad
Abdulwahid said the exclusion
of the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front and the MRO from the
peace gab was “divisive.”

For how can Ramos negoli-
ators talk truce with the MNLF
when other rebel and bandit
groups shatter the fragile peace,
heighten Christian-Muslim ten-
sions and respark the Mindanao

head

thedral bombing in Davao city
killed seven churchgoers and
wounded more than 150 Sun-
day (Dec. 26) evemng. In the
1981 bombing of the same ca-
thedral, 17 died and scores were
hurnt.

Motoreycle riders hurled
grenades at the mosgue in
Ikullan and another mosgue 100
meters from the cathedral, Ri-
fle grenade blasts at Bankerohan
mosque injured five sleeping
Muslims. A 13-year-old Chris-
tian girl playing oulside the
mosgue was wounded by shrap
nel. The
stumped on who hurled the
hombs

The MILF
ungodly and barbaric acts” but

authorities were

denounced the

warned the government against
“witch-hunting as what hap
pened in the Buluan massacre™
of ten Christian bus passengers
separaled [rom the Muslims by
the Killers.

A man telephoned local
newspapers and television sta
tons on Dec. 29 claiming a
“New Christian Democralic
Army” fired the grenades at the
mosques in retaliation for the
cathedral bombing. This mere-
ly strained Christian-Muslim
relations further, Three Muslim
questioned on the
cathedral bombing on Dee. 30

suspects

were released as no charges
liled

Earlier
handgrenade was lobbed inside
a public market a1 barangay
Bagumbang, Bonifacio (Misamis
Oriental) which killed five and
injured 27 persans, Sporadic
bombings occur in Mindanao in-
lermittently.

In November, five rooms of
Zamboanga Hotel in Pagadian
City were ripped of( by a home-
made bomb. One guest and two
roomboys were injured. The
bomb was reporied planied by
the MNLF “Lost Command” o

were

on Christmas Eve, a

o -

MISUARI: Secede,

disrupt a congress of local
officials and congressmen on
Nov. 27. Another bomb was
cxploded at Siraway town of
Zamboanga del Norte

Local officials are quick to
blame Muslim radicals and

crimes al-
though no one is arrested and
charged,
BLAME PINPOINTED
The attacks could be perpet-
uated by a proup which does
not want peace in Mindanao,

extremists for the

secede

former Sen. Aquilino Pimentel
Jr. said. Cenain elements are fo-
menting & Muslim-Christian con-
flict like a cockfight although
there is no religious war in
Mindanao. Lven the conflict
with the MNLF is nol religious,
he said. Basilan Muslim elder
Ustadz Kasim Ismael says there
is no need forjihad or holy war.

Pimentel said groups under-
mining Misuari's credibility
want to deliver a message to the
government that it is dialogu-
ing with the MNLF chairman
whom they do not believe in
Misuari may wield considerable
influence in Tawi-Tawi, Sulu
and Basilan, but the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation front is stron-
ger in mainland Mindanao,
Pimentel said

Cotabato Gov. Rosano Diaz
hold the MILF l:‘k{‘-l!lr\‘“‘lc lor
lhe deaith of 44 civilians and
rebels in armed engagements al
Banisilan villages of Alamada
in North Colabato and Columbio
in Sultan Kudarat since Oclo-
ber and the evacuation of 11,263
residents of remole villages
Muslim bandits simultancously
altacked 1three
Damulang, Bukidnon, setting
[ire 10 six houses, wounding four
villagers, and fleeing with six

s11108 mn

carabaos and three horses.
I'wenty men ambushed and
shot ten passengers ol a jeep-
ney at Butuan, Maguindanao, On
Dec. 13, armed men stopped a
120 Kilometers west of
Davao, segregated the Muslims
fram the Christians, then shot
dead ten Chnstians including
waomen and a loddler
Retaliation by Christian
hotheads on areas where Mus
ltms are lew be rather
as Christians in
Muslim-dominated arcas could
be wvictims ol

bus

could
costly just
avengers of
mosque attacks, Pimentel said

Mindanao officials are wary
of the repetition of the laga-
Barracuda _onflict in the 19705
when 20,000 10 SO,000 were
slain, The light L{'ll’\l‘(l only
when both sides consented 1o
the Dec. 23, 1976 ‘|'rl'|]t'!|I Agree-
ment brokered by Libyan
strongman Muammar Khadaffi
between Nur Misuari and the
Marcos governmenl envoy,
Imelda R. Marcos.

“It is important for the
government to step into the
investigation of the bombings,
arrest the perpetrators and pun-

ish them to make it clear it will
not allow terrorism to happen
anywhere in Mindanao,”
Pimentel said. “The government
should talk over peace not only
in Davao City but in a summit
for the entire island of
Mindanao.”
THE ABU SAYYAF

A growing polential threat
in Mindanao is the Abu Sayyaf
group established lwo years ago
by Abubakar Janjalani, 28, who
trained as a preacher in Libya.
Abu Sayyafl members style them-
selves as "mujahideen comman-
do freedom fighters” after the
Alghanistan mujaheddin funda-
mentalists who fought the Rus-
sian invaders.

Sons and orphans of MNLF
rebels born during martial law
have been recruited into the
Basilan-based group, The mem-
bers siudied in Sabah and were
sent on scholarships to study
Islam in West Asian countries.
Based on their strict and liber-
al translation of the Koran, they
have declared themselves sol-
Allah, They accuse
Misuari's MNLE of having
sirayed” from the path of the
Holy Koran. The Abu Sayyaf
is making incursions into the
MNLF and MILF ranks.

The group was blamed for
the spate of bombings and kill-
ings prior to the ARMM elec-
tion on March 25, 1993 in which
incumbent Gov, Zacaria Candao
was defeated by President Ra-
mos's candidate, Liningding
Pangandaman, 66. It was also
linked to Kidnappings including
that of Spanish priest Bernardo
Blanco for 48 days in Basilan.
Blanco escaped from their hide-
oul in May.

The x;nuc\’};rnup snatched
American  Bible translator
Charles Walton of the Summer
Institute of Linguistics in Ma-
nila while visiling Pangutaran
island off Jolo, He was released
alter negotiations, When Pres-
ident Ramos asked Misuan to
“punish™ the Abu Sayyal snatch-
ers, Misuari turned down the
request, saying the MNLF and
Abu Sayyaf are Muslim broth-
crs and cannol shed each olh-
er's blood.

GAB WITH MISUARI

President Ramos declared “no
breakthrough in the core issues”
at the two-woek Jakarta negoti-
ations when he signed the doc-

(Nex: page, please)
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ument on Yeessation of hostih
ties, nol Ramos
yearend report 1o the nation said
the talks with the MNLE result
ed in temporary cessation ol
hostilities in the south

Alter the Dec. 20 talks o
Indanan, another meeting iy sel
on Feb, 14 in Bandunyg or Bali
The Jakarta meet held at Honel
Indonesia cost the government

ceasefire.”

S18 a day lor one suwile alone
Misuvan haled in the Organiza
tion of Islamic Conlerence as
his alalay (back-up) 1o give the
meel an “international™ ambi
ence

Why should
humor Misuari’s
foreign venues even though talks
can be held in a remolte moun
tain village like Timbangun®
Besides, what else is there 1o

Mr.

CRO Arips In

Ramox

talk about with Misian”

|Il- ‘!I‘i'\
not recognize the Constitufion
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However, President Ramos
e o recent dixturbing an-
poupcement that he s commil
el b certdy a bill amending
RA 673 1 pave the way [or
dsecond plebisenie. A second
plebhiscite mercly 1o please
Misuurng !
Py whom did the |\.llli’|
batly sides get Therr
mtndate (oo decide the Tate ol
e peaple anthe 14V provinees
vities ol Mindamag and
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1Nilawin Wis
Loy posaid by

I'he covernment delegates o
Likarta i
re<enl  the Chrsttans  an
Mindagag nor do the MNLE
delewates speak tor the Muslims
il Mindanao,”

Mujority ol the six milhon
Muslims and the 1S millian
Clhinstians resudents of Mindanao

o (b1 secession: Misuari
Wk mind to orga
M R illl"il.

0L compromise de

not necessarily rep-

spite his pretensions of peace
with the government.

I‘or the moment, the govern-
ment 15 stalling an armed con
{rontation with Misuari and his
MNLI 10 avent bloodshed. Bul
it i~ incvitable that the military
will one day cope with disarm
ing the Moros committing dep-
redations in the south.

11 President Ramos® aim s
1o neutralize rebels and seces
sonists by gaining their coop
eratiin and surrender, perhaps
Is Mr. Ramos
seeking toachieve peace alany
cost il only 1o justify the "Man

he is succeeding

ol Peace” award conferred on
him by the World Jurists® As
sociation m Manila which ac
tivists denounced as “a moch
ery of the word peace "

To ehiminate the problem of
armed rebellion, Mr. Ramos has
ta dig deeper 1o the hottom of
the roots, e and Misuan are
notl talking on the same wavi
length, he is tlalking peace.

Y\1|'ll.|li 15 aiming dl secession

—ooflloco
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFI
PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK
Mortgagee

versus

SPS. EDBERTO & OSETA AUSTRIA,
Mortgagor/s

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 liled by Premiere
Development Bank mortgagee/s, against Sps. Edberto & Oseta Austna, mortgagor/s, with res
idence and postal address at Bik. 21 Lot 31 Phase |, Pacita Il. San Pedro, Laguna to salisly
the mortgage indebtedness, which as of November 17, 1993 amounts o THREE HUNDRED
FORTY THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE PESOS AND 68/100 (P343,265 68)
excluding penalties charges, attorney’s fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the lore
closure and sale. the Ex-Officio Sheritf of Quezon City or her duly authorized Depuly  will sell
at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency on the 4th
day of February, 1994, at 10.00 a'clock in the morning, of soon therealter. nfrent of the main
entrance of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Elliptcal Quezon
City, the following described real property, together with all the improvements existing thereon
to wit:

Road Dihman

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO (368678)T 72832
Registry ol Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 3 of the cons subdn, plan LRC Pcs-6037 being a portion of Lot 494
B-3-B LRC Psd-24939 & Lot 494-B-4 LRC Psd-8442, LRC Rec No 5575) situaled in Quezon
City, Island of Luzon: Bounded on the NE . pts. 3-4 by Provincial Rd on the SE  pts 4:5 by
Lot 4 of the cons. subdn. plan: on the SW., pts. 51 by Lot 6 & pts 1.2 by Lot 5 both ot the
cons. subdn. plan, x x x x x x containing an area of ONE HUNDRED (100) SQUARE METERS
more or less.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined lo Invesligate lor themsalves the litle of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon
Quezon City, Philippines, January 5, 1994

it any there be

MARINC V. CACHERO
{Deputy Sherifl In-Charge)

MANUELA F LORENZO
Cletk of Court &
Ex-Ofticio Shent!

WARNING:
it is absolutely prohibited to remove, delace or destroy this Notice of Sherlll's Sale. on or
before the date of the auction sale, under penalty of the laws

(Sgd.) MARINO V. CACHERO
Senior Deputy Sheritf

Copy furnished:

1. ATTY. ANGELES SIAN
cor. EDSA & Magallanes Ave , Makall
SPS. EDBERTO & OSETA AUSTRIA
Blk, 21, L31, Phase |, Pacita Il
San Pedro, Laguna

WE FORUM
Jan. 10, 17 & 24, 1994

Muguindanao and Lanao del Sur

LEGAL NOTICE

ot {he sxtate ol LAUREANO B ALCANTARA whe
: c Ecia; consmbing ol a ma

1 ol Nolary Public Aty Sonnia R Tahlizo

Lprovinees and nine dities by

WE FORUM
Jan 10, 17 & 24, 1994

onng toronlv Suli Tawi<Tawa

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Makati, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX.OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No. 93-290
SECURITY SYSTEM
Mortgagee

SOCIAL

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as
amended by ACT 4118

Versus

LEOPOLDO BLANCANO JR

and VIRGINIA A BLANCANO.
Mortgagor/s

X = . = : X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage under date of 26 March 1975,
execuled by Sps LEOPOLDO BLANCANO, JR and VIRGINIA A. BLANCANO, mortgagor/s,
in lavor of SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, mortgagee/s, to salisly the mortgage debl In the
amount of P44 158 13, PESOS, in Philippine currency, with interest, penalty, altorney's tees
and other charges together with all lawlul fees and expenses ol foreclosure sale, the Ex-Officio
Sherill of the Regional Trial Court ef Makati, Metro Manila, hereby announces that on Jan. 19,
1994 at 1000 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance of the
Municipal Building of LAS PINAS, Metro Manila, he or any of his lawlul sherills, will sell at public
auction lo the highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency the following described real
property/ies, with all its improvements, 1o wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, S-3150

“A parcel of land (Lot 2, Block 10 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-130019, being a portion
of the land described on plan Psu-196052, LRC Rec No. N-2613), situated in the Bo of Talon,
Mun. of Las Pinas, Prov, of Rizal, s, of Luzon x x x Containing an area ot TWO HUNDRED
FIFTY EIGHT (258) SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby epjoined to investigate lor themselves the
litle/s 1o the said real property/les and the encumbrances thereon, il any there be

Makati, Metro Manila, 10 December 1993

(Sgd ) ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Shenff
(Sgd ) NORBERTO B. MAGSAJO
Sherift Incharge

WE FORUM
Dec. 27, 1993, Jan. 3 & 10, 1994
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By ERIC

5 CULTISTS DIE—

THE WORLD IN ’93

Tragedies, people, events

S. GIRON

Four agents of the Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms were
killed when they raided the Branch Davidian
cult compound in Waco, Texas on Feb. 28 and five
cult members also died. A 51-day standoff with cult

leader David Koresh followed.
Rerfdo@0 Rl f 2 Wnwing b kd idruse propilast Misagmn S esorad Janaf

on April 19. Federal agenis sent
lanks which bashed the compound
with tear gas for six hours as cull
members set [ire to the buildings,
Agents said three bodies had re-
cent bullet wounds. But an exam-
iner said no evidence of bullet
wounds had been found. Suicide
or murder?

Survivor Derek Lovelock, 37,
told British newspapers the mem-
bers wore gas masks, Why should
they have protected themselves if
they wanted to die? The final tally
of bodies recovered was 72. But
seven more bodies had been re-
moved on April 29 and five more
bodies had not been removed from
graves in the compound.

Ferry sinks, toll heavy—Only
285 survivors of 2,000 people
aboard the packed triple-deck ferry
Fortune were accounted for by the
Haitian Red Cross when it sank
in stormy seas about 100 kilome-
ters off Petit Goave on ils voyage
from Jeremie to Port-au-Prince,
Haiti. “The sea was full of peo-
ple. | kept bumping into people.”
said Madeleine Julien, 29, who
grabbed an object lo stay afloat.
Six of her family members
drowned.

The storm tossed the 150-fool
ferry from side to side and
knocked people on top into the
brine. Animals floaled away, There
were no life jackels, no life boats
aboard. US Coast Guard vessels
and aircraft sent Feb. 16 found
more than 100 bodies floating off
Petit Goave or washed up on
Miragoano beach.

Toy factory fire—The |87
Thais, mostly young women, who
died in the worst factory fire, the
80 listed as missing and 469 in-
jured seriously were locked in to
prevent pilferage. Many bodies
were found piled up before locked
doors or under stairways which
collapsed under the workers’
weilght as they tried to flee. Prime
Minister Chuan Leekpai was
aghast that the stuffed-loy facto-
ry which had been the scene of
previous fires and had once been
closed down for safely reasons was
allowed 10 run without inspection
There were no fire escapes, no fire
alarms

KL building falls—There was
little hope of finding 50 Malay-
sians and seven foreigners trapped
in the rubble of a 12-storey lux-
ury apartment building that col-
lapsed Dec. 11 in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) when slammed by a
landslide caused by two-week
monsoon rains, A Japanese wom-

internal injuries. An Indoncsian
woman and her baby survived,

A fissure in the ground was
getting bigger near the second of
three condominiums known as
Highland Towers. The rain-soaked
earth was “loose and still mov-
ing.” police said. The third build-
ing appeared safe.

32 chuldren die—An express
train ploughed into a school bus
packed with children retuming
from a picnic al an unprotecied
inlersection in Poona, Maharasira
state, killing at least 32 of them
on Dec. 11. The first two buses
crossed safely but the third bus
was hil.

In another accident, a truck
with B2 farm hands retuming from
work skidded off the road at Jevra
village in Madya Pradesh state and
flipped over, killing 12 children,
cight women and two men. About
27 were hospitalized in critical
condition.

Fireworks blasts—A huge lire-
ball engulfed a pnvale lireworks
factory when 800 tons of gunpow-
der exploded. Killing 26 people
and leveling much of the surround-
ing village in Hebel province,
China, At least 63 people have
died since the onset of winler in
such blasts in Hebel alone. Fire-
works are a Chinese tradition for
centuries. This one occurred a day
before an explosives plant in
southern Munan province explod-
ed and Killed 61 people. Beijing
was the latest to snuff oul [ire-
works and firecrackers on Dec, |
as a public nuisance, threatening
stiff fines for citizens who use,
make or sell them.

Black wind toll—A cataclys-
mic sandstorm dubbed the “black
wind™ killed at least 43 people who
were buried by sand or drowned
after being blown inlo water chan-
nels by the freak wind which swept
across Gansu province in north-
erm China in May. It blew away
the equivalent of $17.5 million of
butldings, power cables and Lrees.

Nuclear plant fire—Seven
years after the Chermmobyl nuclear
plant explosion in Ukraine killed
8,000 people, sparks from a weld-
er's torch ignited leaking hydro-
gen and set of an explosion and
fire at one of five nuclear plants
in Ukraine. A welder was bumed
to death, another was scorched
60% of his body. The incident
raised panic in Zaporizzha city 50
kilometers away on whether it was
safe to go on the street. A plani
officer said there was no radia-
tion because the reactor was un-

BHUTTO: Back in power.

der repair at the time of the ac-
cident and not connecled to the
clectncily gnd

Disco fire kills | 7—Fire swept
through Khey-vis disco in Olives,
nine miles north of Buenos Aires,
Jammed with hundreds of (eenag-
ers celebrating the end of high
school year, killing at least |7 and
injuring 30, Only one exil was
available for 500 people inside on
Monday, Dec. 20. As the roof col-
lapsed. many students fled to the
bathrooms where most of the
bodies were found. Survivors said
they thought it was an artificial
smoke-making machine common
i discox and did not try to flee
immediately. Al that remamed of
the wooden disco was ils conerele
loundation and a few bar stools,

Five die in NY fire—Glenda
Watkins fought a mattress blaze
with a fire extinguisher, then
rushed upstairs 1o rescue her chil-
dren. When Rochester, New York
firemen amived. the fire at the one-
storey house had Killed three
children and two adults. Glenda
was Tound on the loor uncon-
scious with her dead two-year-old.
Someone heard a baby whimper-
ing ncar the top of the stairs.

e firemen dug through a
heap of fallen debris and found
nestled in clothing covered with
insulation that went in the walls
newbom Brealynn Albritton. She
was alive, .

Plan crashes—All the 132
persons aboard a Colombian SAM
727 airliner died when the plane
struck just below a 12,300-foot
Andean peak and plowed into an
almost vertical wall, 80 kilome-
ters from Medellin as it was pre-
paring to land on a flight from
Panama. Bodies hung from trees
in the maccessible site.

Indian Airlines Bocing 737
clipped a truck during takeoff at
Aurangabad, India in April, hit a
high-tension wire and crashed, kill-
ing 56 people. Police charged piloi
S. N. Singh and woman co-pilol
Monisha Mehan who were recoy-
erng in a hospital of negligent*
flying based on police (indings.

An Indonesian Fokker 28 85-
seater airliner of Merpala

Nusantara plunged into the coast
of Irian Jaya on a shuttle July 2,
killing 41 of 43 people. Two
survivors picked off shore were
in serious state. One survivor died
enroule 1o the hospual. The plane
was trying to land in driving rain
on Jefman island airstrip and may
have hit a rocky hill,

Seventeen passengers, half of
them children, in a small Yak-52
plane died when it burst into
flames into a crowd at Thealre
Square anniversary celebrations in
Nizhny Tagil City in Russia, It was
one of three aircraft taking part
i a Victory Day display. It [Tew
and rapidly lost height

PEOPLE

® [lenazir Bheto, 40, Pak-
shan’s prime minister, was appoint-
ed on Dec. 5 sole chairman of the
Pakistan People’s Party by the ex-
ecutive council which she jointly
held with her mother, Nusral
Bhutto, 59. Nusrat had been chair-
woman since the death of her
hushand. Zullikar Ali Bhutto in
1979 but co-opted her daughter
as Joint chiel when she fell ill
Nusral now wants Benazir's
younger brother, Munaza Bhutto,
39. 10 1ake the party post. Benazir
won'l oblige because when
Murtaza retumed from 16 years
in exile, he was arrested for plot-
ting against the military govem-
ment that hanged his father.

® Prince Charles, 45, was
detended by Prime Minister John
Major and government officials as
heir to the throne against Church
of England cniticism that divorce
or infidelity would make him unfit
as king. In this case, his son Prince
Williams, 12, would succeed 10
the throne. Questions sprang about
Charles when his estranged wife
Diana, 32, was
quitting public life almost a year
after they were separated. This
seemed a sure sign the couple was
heading for divorce. Church lead-
ers raised doubts about having a
king who has not denied having
an affair with a brigadier's wife,
Camilla Parker Bowles.

® Alina Fernandez Reviielta
fled Cuba Dec. 20, leaving a teen-
aged daughter, 1o begin a new life

announced she

PRINCE CHARLES, PRINCESS DIANA: Estranged.

in the United States, free of the
man whom she refers 10 as a lyrant
her father Fidel Castro. She flew
to Spain and after the US Embas-
sy in Madnd gave her asylum, took
a flight the next day to the US.
She went to the Columbus, Geor-
gia home of Elena Amos who has
assisted other Cuban defeclors,

® Michael Jackson, accused
in a civil suil of molesting a 13-
year-old boy, canceled his tour in
Asia, saying he needed treatment
for addiction 1o pain killers. No
criminal charges have been filed
against Jackson. He denied he stole
parts of [hrdler and We are the
World trom two unknown wrilers
and also The Gurl 1s Mine. On a
tape videotaped in Mexico City
Nov. 10. Jackson said before a
federal jury: “I won't cheat any-
body out of credil.”

® lope John Paul 1l con-
demned the Malia in his visit 1o
Cosa Nostra strongholds May 8
at Trapani and Mazara del Vallo
fishing ports. Catholic intellectu-
als, activists and pnests had sent
him an open letter denouncing
churchmen and Mafiosi ties “based
on family tradition, cullure, im-
prudent Iriendships, common inter-
ests or for lack of courage.” The
Pope became the first pontiff in
modem times lo visit Palermo,
Sicily, the Mafia powerbase, in
1982,

® US Defense Sec. Les Aspin,
55, became the first Clinton Cab-
inet member to resign on Dec. |15,
Aspin, who had a heart pacemak-
er, grappled with a senes of dif-
ficulties in his year as defense chief
from homosexuals in the services
lo the ethnic war in Bosnia and
his decision not 1o send reinforce
ments to Somalia last fall. Shor-
ly alter, 18 Americans were Killed
in the Oct. 3 firefight with forces
loyal to a Somali warlard. Aspin
had served 11 terms i’ Congress,

POTPOURRI

® The original Frederic
Chopin musical score of La
Grande Valse Brillante which he
composed in 1833, stshed in a
trunk marked “old clothes™ dur
ing World War [1 to protect it from
the Nazis was auctioned off in

Paris May 26.

The score was found 40 years
ago by Viscount Paul de la
Panouse, 49, as a boy from an attic
of his family’s 16th-century cha-
teau Thoiry outside Paris. It was
expected to fetch one million
francs ($200,000). Also on sale
al Drouet House by auctioneer
Jacques Tajan was another Chopin
Polonaise-Fantasie and Beethoven
and Schuben scores.

@ The leaning tower of Pisa
has been in danger of “structural
collapse with no notice™ since June
1992 when steel rings were in-
stalled around it. A 600-ton lead
ingot counterweight as lodged in
the base of the B0O-year-old lean-
ing tower Lo stabilize it and keep
it from collapsing. Experts silenced
the 1ower’s bells because the vi-
brations could cause problems
during the installation of the coun-
terweight, The 180-foot tower
begun in 1173 began to tilt im-
medialely afrer it was compleied
as the ground undemeath it shift-
ed. It now leans 13 feet off the
perpendicular and its till increas-
es yearly.

MILESTONES

® Rudolf Mureyev, the Kirov
Ballet's leading dancer in 1961,
defected to the West in a Pans
airport and became the most cel-
ebrated classic dancer of his gen-
cration. 1lis first appearance with
Margot Fonteyn, 19 years his
senior, al the Royal Ballet in
London was given a hysterical
ovalion which lasied longer than
the eight-minute dance, This sel
the stage for a legendary pan-
nership. At the Oct. 8, 1992 pre-
miere of Marius Petipa’s 19th
cenlury classic La Bayadere, which
he choreographed, Mureyev had
o be helped to walk, He blinked
back tears as the audience gave
him a len-minute ovation. lle died
Jan. 6, 1993 at 54 in Paris.

® Dizzy Gillespie (bom John
Birks Gillespie) sounded a post-
war revolution called Rebop with
a bent trumpet and swelled checks.
Bop created a new vocabulary
such as “cool™ and "man" and a
new style of dress. He was the

(Next page, please)
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The Philippines beckons - world food market

OLOGNE — With some 29,000

food processing establishments

and six large integrated food
conglomerates dominating the domes-
tic market of the Philippines, the ag-
gressive expansion of the food sector
into exports is perfectly understanda-
ble. Its diversity, importance and so-
phistication have served to secure
increasing shares in world markets,
underpinned by a marketing strategy
that focuses on specialized commodity
trade fairs abroad as a key element.

By all accounts, the most onstanding ol these
food fars has been ANUGA, o biennal event ol
the world's Tood trade that takes place an the
Gernvan Lair ¢ity of Cologne. This event driws
thousiands ol representatives ol the Tood and hotel
mdustey. fgricultural producers, processed loods
nanulacturers, restaurateurs, food technologists
and a host of others in a bid (o kt't‘{l dabreast ol
clabal [ood trends, the complexilies ol compe
tition. shilting consumer preferences, new el

ing habits und the cross-cultural influcnces on®

gastronomy worldwide. The Philippines has been
a repular partictpant at ANUGA since its maiden
presence in this premier food show in 1983, with
increasing success along the way

The Philippine food industry fielded its g
gest conlingent 1o date al ANUGA 1993 Over
20 Philippine firms gathered under the aegis ol
the Center for International Trade Expositions

PREMIERE DEVELOPMENT BANK,
Mortgagee
versus

RADEGUNDA T BAWIT,
Mortgagor/s

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
QUEZON CITY
—ooloo—

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FILE NO FRE No 759
Extra Judicial Foreclosure of
Real Estate Mortgage under
Act 3135, As amended

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Premiere
Development Bank mortgagee/s, against Radegunda T. Bawit, mortgagor/s, with residence and
postal address at No 6 Piko St, Pleasantville Subdn., Talipapa, Nova Q.C. to satisly the
mortgage indebtedness, which as of October 20, 1993 amounts 1o TWO HUNDRED FORTY
ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THREE PESOS AND 17/100 (P241,353 17) excluding
penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure and
sale, the Ex-Officio Sherilf of Quezon City or her duly authorized Deputy. will sell at PUBLIC
AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency on the dih day ol
February, 1994, al 10:00 o clock In the morning, or soon thereafter, infront of the main enlrance
of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall) Ellipticai Road, Diliman, Quezon Cily tha
following described real property, together with all the improvements existing thereon, 1o wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO= 360838

Registry ol Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 6-A of the subdn plan (LRC) Psd 325576, approved as a non subdn
project, being a portion of Lot 6, Bk, 1 (LRC) Pcs-783, LRC Rec. No 5975), situated in Quezon
City, Metro Manila, Island of Luzon Bounded on the NE., pts 2 to 3 by Road Lot 1 (LRC)
Pcs-783; on the SE,, pis 3 lo 4=by Lot 6-B of the subdn plan, on the SW, pts. 4 to 1 by
Lot 7, and on the NW.. pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 5, both of Blk 1 (LRC) Pcs-783; containing an area
of TWO HUNDRED FORTY ONE SQUARE METERS AND FIFTY SQUARE DECIMETERS
(241.50) more or less

Prospeclive bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the utle ol
the said real estate properly and the encumbrances thereon, il any there be
Quezon City. Philippines, January 5, 1994

MARINO V. CACHERO
(Deputy Sheritf In-Charge)

MANUELA F. LORENZO
Clerk of Court &
Ex-Officio Sheritt

WARNING
It is absolutely prohibited to remove, delace or destroy this Notice of Sherifl's Sale, on or
before the date of the auction sale, under penally ol the laws

(Sgd.) MARINO V. CACHERO
Senior Deputy Sheriff

Copy lurnished

1 ATTY ANGELES L. SIAN
RADEGUNDA T. BAWIT

No, 6 Piko St, Pleasantville Subdn
Novaliches, Quezon Cily
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and Missions (CITEM) and unveiled a wide
assortment of fresh and processed [ruit products,
fresh and processed fish and sealood, coconut
products. colfee and cocos products, and cthnic
food items, all spread out enticingly over 168
square melers

The bounty from the Philippine tropics was
very much evident at the national pavilion. A
relatively new line was a range of coconul
products, with aseprically-packed coconutl water
and ¢oconut cream taking the lead. “Unknown
{o many, coconul water is a potential health drink
which provides a natural antiseptic and diuretic
¢llect on the human body,” stated Pablo Sy Tian
King. President of Coco Manila Food Corpora-
tion, adding that his firm had received several
promising inquiries lor the ilem.

That ANUGA plays a pivotal role in the mo-
bility and success of Philippine exports world-
wide has been testified 1o by the participants as
well as the organizing body CITEM. "ANUGA
i~ extremely useful and imporntant for us o observe
market and product trends. determine measures
of adaplation 1o suit the European Community
(IECY markets, and negotiate sales and further
expand Philippine food exports to the EC." stat-
ed Carmen P. Lising of CITEM. Additionally, it

Germany has emerged as the major market in
Europe and will undoubtedly remain the predom-
inant factor in the marketing efforts of the
Philippines, it was pointed out. In 1992, total
exports of fresh and processed food (excluding
traditional food export) were pegged at USS$1.24
billion. Figures for Germany and the EC are not
yet available.

The Philippine presence al ANUGA was fa-
cilitated by the German Agency for Technical
Co-operation (GTZ). GTZ is active in developing
countries through its product-specific consultancy
services and extends support to local exporiers
in panticipating in specialized German trade fairs.
Foodstulfs, lextiles and lourism are among areas
assisted by GTZ.

ANUGA 1993 was notable for the trend, among
others, of quick, easy and trouble-free meals,
thus leading fo an unmistakable increase in the
range of instant products and snack-meals at the
fair. The use of naturally-based ingredients and
the avoidance of anificial preservatives, flavours
and colourings were now the minimum and
compulsory standards implemented by the trade.
Al the forefront of natural eating were vacuum-
fried fruit snacks fMavoured with cinnamon and
caramel, free of cholesierol, preservatives and

P
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(Photo by IN/lLeib)

helps 1o orient manulacturers o the intricacies
ol the Luropean market and the competition 1n
pricing among other suppliers.

Manulacturers of fresh and processed food
alike are currently the 1op players in inlerna-
tional markets. Philippine food exports, hitherto
contined 1o traditional lood products (including
canned pineapple. desiccated coconut, copra meal/
cake, and inedible molasses), have now shifted
o inereasingly non-traditional processed and [resh
fooad products, and aecount for the growth of the
country s expon hasket

“The bulk of our exporns to Germany 1s luna
fish.” said Ms. Lising of Manila-based CITEM.

Tragedies . ..
(From page 4)

lirst "hipster™ who became one ol the world’s most
honored jaze musicians. His wife of 52 years, Lor
raine. said the beloved trumpeter was under treal
ment for cancer. At 75, Dizzy died in his sleep at
New Jersey's Englewood Hospital on Jan, 6.

@ Audrev Hepburn-Riston was born of a banker
and a Dutch baroness near Brussels on May 4, 1929,
I'he elegant actress won an Oscar for Ranan Hol
tday, her very [irst starring role as a princess with
Gregory Peck as a journalist, in 1953, She died Jan,
20 in Swiizerland with two grown sons at her bed-
side. She had a passion [ar children and was a
langtime goodwill ambassador for UNICEFR.

FOOD TRADE IN COLOGNE: Processed and fresh fruit from the Philippines.

salt, and very low on fat. Freeze-dried lea prod-
ucts - making the drinking of tea casier than
ever before -

Germany is the world's largest importer of
agricultural products and is also the fourth larg-
est exporter of agricultural products worldwide,
with every fifth job in agriculture thus depen-
dent on exports. The German federal government
therefore regards a rapid conclusion of the GATT
(General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). Round
as extremely important in the interest of open
markets, a healthy agncultural industry with its
structure attuned to the market’s requirements
and consumer protection. Despile recessionary
factors. the German food industry did well in
1992, recording a total turnover of over DM 200
billion for the frst time. German food imports
rose even more strongly than exports in the same
year, with foodstulfs worth DM 38.3 billion being
imported into Germany

Some 6200 suppliers from Y9 countries took
part in ANUGA 1993 with a mind-boggling display
of the enormity and vanety of dairy and meat
products, seafoods, wines and spirits, fresh fruits
and \'L‘gL‘IJhI\'N, snacks, beverages, Splces and

were also in evidence.

nuts, ethnic specialities and a lot more that the
world can really place before the bewildered
consumer

Cologne highlighis its role as a meeting point
for countries around the globe offering their food
products as well as for those wishing to source
them from other countries. (Emenech)




An Expose on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly income was 29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,

highest monthly income declared was P55 P212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 1989,

million. P341 million in 1990, P428 million in 1991,
P501 million in 1992 and P564 million in the
first three quarters of 1993.

Remittance to Government

In ten years. from 1976 to June 1986, the In more than seven years of operation, from

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the July 1986 to September 30, 1993, the new

government was ™2.1 billion. PAGCOR has already remitted a total of
£21.20 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges
PAGCOR, then. was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
~ftaxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees'
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President’s directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's income
out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, the National Treasury, the National Power Corporation, the Social Fund of the President cities
hosting the casinos, the Philippine Sports Commission, the National Commission for Culture and tr;e Arts
and the Board of Claims. Nothing is left with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the
substantial amountit remits to the government, PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating
arm of the government. PAGCOR today is considerably different from what it was in the past.

g,\ ?AGO% Responding Through Responsible Gaming
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\ ) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Upbeat for ‘94

N HIS year-end report to the nation on his first 18 months in office, President

Fidel V. Ramos vowed to make this country the next Asian dragon by the turn

of the century. His mood was upbeat as he announced 18 “‘doable™ projects the

administration intends to undertake in the next several years. For record purposes
— ad as a checklist against future reference — these projects are:

Skyways, rail transits, and railroad systems along the North and South Express-

ways; Metro Manila tollways, including C-5 Road; Metro Manila-Clark-Subic Ex-

pressway; Mindanao Arterial Roads, including the Marawi City-Cotabato City Highway..

Development of Clark and Subic into industrial and trade centers. and North-
ern Luzon through connecting highways, seaports and airports; Marikina-Infanta
corridor; Panay Agro-Industrial center; Cebu-Bohol investment area; Angat-Umiray
trans-basin area; Bicol tourism area; Zamboanga industrial estate; ILast Asean growth
area centered along the Davao-South Cotabato-General Santos corridor in Mindanao;

Batangas City port; Pampanga floodway; Eastern Visayas rural air service;
Leyte geothermal power inter-connections to other islands; and integrated steel mills
in Northern Mindanao.

Mr. Ramos was even confident about the fundlng source for these ambitious
projects, despite pessimism expressed in some quarters. The overall program, he
claims, could be financed through taxes, privatization of state-owned or controlled
companies and assets, and through government savings. The President must be a
confirmed optimist. The last one and a half years, the government has sold only
Petron (there are some 50 government firms), Congress is not keen on more taxes,
although Jose de Venecia will do anything to please his master. And as for govern-
ment savings, the congressmen will tell Mr. Ramos anytime to go jump somewhere.

Nevertheless, we are in full accord with the President’s endeavors to make of
this country the forthcoming century’s tiger, if not a dragon outright. It is time the
Filipino got his break, after 20 years of the Marcos blight. It has been estimated
that ten years may not be long enough for this country to recover from the effects
of the wholesale plunder by the greedy Marcoses. But under Mr. Ramos, we might
have begun to see the light.

SSS boasting again

its investment portfolio has jumped to P22 billion from a low of P7 billion in

1987. Why this guy continues to insult the intelligence of SSS members and its
organic employes is a puzzle to many.

In his efforts to present a good front, Valencia might have forgotten that the
company he heads was created to serve its members, the old and aging. It is, there-
fore, a socially-oriented institution. not a financing institution that is expected to turn
in a profit. If it could do its job well and efficiently, and increase the measly amount
it gives to retirees, this is what would make the SSS justify the reason for its being.
Not investment financing. Not a P22 billion portfolio.

Last year, Valencia approved a car plan for its ranking officials that tops all
other car plans other state corporations have ever offered. Even one of its benefi-
ciaries, perhaps touched by conscience, admitted that their car plan was truly a
“dream.” And yet, the SSS employes are about the lowest paid drones among state-
owned firms, including the national government. All these vears, Valencia has not
deigned to correct this anomaly by the simple expedient of giving the lowly SSS
employes under him their just due.

Now these maltreated workers are regretting that Valencia was not trans-
ferred to the PNB. But perhaps the powers-that-be cannot trust this guy's man-
agement style for the government bank, The SSS people simply have to suffer him

Spies in the midst

OUCHED WITHIN Administrative Order No. 2, what is called a “‘Strategic

Agenda for 1994 has been announced by the palace, presumably to lynchpin

its ambitious visions for the Philippines as a tiger by the vear 2000. Under
this program, the activities and functions of the National Intelligence Coordinating
Agency will be expanded and invigorated, which is naturally raising the hackles of
all this country’s libertarians. It is simply nationwide spy network, they claim of the
so-called agenda, hatched by one of Mr. Ramos, closest advisers.

On top of it, now comes Erap’s PACC proposing another community-based
intelligence network to bolster, supposedly, the government’s crime campaign. Ac-
cording to this plan, anti-crime watch societies and clubs shall be organized starting
this April to enhance the PACC’s intelligence gathering efforts nationwide to help
it fight criminality everywhere.

All along, we have thought that spying is waged between and against nations.
But it seems that very soon, we will have spies everywhere to tell the state everyone’s
bedroom and toilet habits, What an unexciting life lies ahead for all Filipinos. To

have no more exciting secrets to unravel and relish. And we have to thank the spies
for this.

- THE SOCIAL Security System’s Renato Valencia has boasted again recently that

THE EDDIE RAMOS
P7ECVRITY SYSTEM

INSTALLED FoR
YOUR CONVENIENCE

Taxes and death

ONCE AGAIN it's time for us lo start paying
our taxes to the Government, despite the fact
that we don’t get what we deserve from it. Power
outages when we need electricity most, stinking
garbage uncollected for days on end, mounting
criminality, unmitigated graft and corruption
committed by the highest officials of the land
— name the evil, you have it.

The failure of the Government to deliver basic
services is, lo my knowledge, the primary rea-
son why otherwise honest taxpayers cheat in
reporting their incomes or don’t pay taxes at all,
as a former judge | know used to. In other words,
they don’t render unto Caesar (government) the
things (taxes) that belongs to Caesar because (he
latter doesn’t deserve il

In the case of lawyers like me, there's no
escape [rom paying the professional tax and the
ever-increasing annual dues exacted by the In-
tegraled Bar of the Philippines (IBP), member-
ship in which is compulsory. (If | remember right,
the Supreme Court disbarred a lawyer who, on
conviction, re fused 1o joint the IBP and pay his
dues.)

As many conscientious lawyers have said, the
IBP has outlived its usefulness. Truth to tell, the
IBP has never been beneficial to the legal pro-
lession, as a rule. It has benefited only the likes
of the unlamented former Chief Justice Fernan
and Senator Roco, both former 1BP national
presidents Tan wanted to change the
LBP from an NPA (non-performing association)
to a PMA (performing, meaningful association),
but the Supreme Court stopped him due to a
labor dispute.

Eugene

Personally, | haven't got anything of value
from the 1BP except the 1D. There's supposed
to be an [BP Journal mailed to lawyers but, boy,
I haven't received a copy for the last eight years
or so. This, in spite of, ['m proud to say, reli-
giously paving my dues

Yes, the IBP is just like the Government

ONE’'S WORTH

The restoration of the death penalty will
have a very little deterrent effect, If at all
Criminals don’t fear death. They know they’re
courting it every time they commit a crime.

I do agree with commentators who say that
the death penalty is pro-rich and anti-poor.
Indeed, only the poor will fry in the oven, as
before. Wanna bet?

Wanna bet, for instance, that even if this
megalomaniac former First Lady is convicted
with finality of all heinous crimes in the new
law, she won’'t spend a day at Munti? No way
she will!

EhbAkd

How many billions of dollars does the Phil-
ippine Government still owe the IMF-WB com-
bine?

[ don’t know exactly, but from what | read
it hasn't gone down from $30 billion despite
full payment of interest and partial payment of
the principal.

The national debt, as we know, was incur od
by the Marcos dictatorship for evil purposes ilie
IME-WB knew too well.

During her presidential campaign, Cory Aquino
vowed (o put a ceiling on payments to the IMF-
WHB but, once in power, reneged on her word.

Ramos is no different. He immediately ve-
toed the debi-payment cuts made by Congress
in his budget for 1994,

If these three Presidents had the welfare of
their own people foremost in their coconuts, they

(Page 9, please)
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Violence in America

I AGREE, safeguards are needed i the law
giving congressmen their budgetary “pork bar
rel” funds under the cloak of “countryside
development funds.” Actually there is nothing
immoral or objectionable about these Tunds if
properly implemented for growth and develop-
ment especially of our rural areas. Whitt is wrong
is when the congressimen not only meddle m
the implementation but dip their hands into the
funds through the ruse of public works projects
which are anomalous. Many congressimen choose
contractors 1o undertake projects in their dis
tricts and, eventually they become part of the
syndicate which engage in over-pricing and even
ghost projects. By all means let us have coun-
trywide development projects and, indecd con-
gressmen, because of their closeness 10 their
constituents are expected to know the prionity
projects which are geared to alleviate the dif-
ficult situation of the poor and underprivileged.
Countryside projects, properly carried oul is one
way of giving social justice to the people.

LR RS L]

The death of that young Filipina lawyer
in a Long Island train carnage just illus-
trates the violence which grips America
today and is another embarrassment to the
Clinton presidency. The problem, really, is
the lack of security in these trains which
makes it easy for criminals or psychopaths
to commit crimes on board. | have taken
these trains many times. These are comfort-
able and convenient means of transport in
a city like New York but with guns pro-
liferating that any Tom Dick or Harry can
buy a handgun like going to a sari-sari
store. Authorities in New York and, for
that matter, all over the USA should pro-
vide better security in these public convey-
ances.

INMY CORNER..

by RAUL M. GONZALEZ

4

America has always heen saddled with
the problems of guns because the us
Constitution has a provision on the right
of the citizens “to bear arms.” They should
tuke u second, hard look at this constitu-
tional fiaf if they want a less violent America.
You see, 4 “melting pot’ nation as Amer-
ica is, there are many crackpots, crimi-
nals, weirdoes, and psychopaths who roam
the streets day und night and a criminal
can strike anywhere in crowded places.

LEE S 2}

I am grateful to the Philippine Tnal Lawyers
Association for giving me a singular honor
ol being a Special Leadership Awardee last
December 7 during the celebration of the 3rd
anniversary of Bar Independence Day. The
PTLA had only two awardees - Senator Arturo
M. Tolentino who received the Eugene Tan
Bar Independence Award and me for Speeial
Leadership Award. Of course it 1s an honor
to be an awardee in the same occasion as an
institution like Senator Tolentino. What made
the award more significant is that my own
brethren in the legal profession recognized
my own struggle lor Bar reforms and courl
reforms. Indeed, the sacrifice which I made,
suffering 56 months suspended from law

practice is heanmg Trunt
ke

I tuke this opportunity to condole with
the fumily of the late Dean Tony Coronel
who recently passed away. Tony was a good
man and a fighter for principles he be-
lieved in. He did not hesitate to take up
the cudgels for those who are persecuted
and he cared not who was on the other
side. It was to me, to the lasting discredit
of the Supreme Court that it repeatedly
suspended Tony for minor infractions of
legal ethics despite the fact that the court
wis aware of the precarious state of health
of the man. Mrs. Coronel told me when 1
went to his wake that Tony's condition
worsened hecause of his emotional lows by
reason of his suspensjon. Anyway Tony is
gone to his Maker and | say a prayer for
him. May he find peace where tyrants do
not go .. .

LR A2

The Comelec has proposed electoral re-
forms for 1995 among which is a prohibition
against religious groups from political med-
dling. 1 endorse this proposali it will bring
sanily 1o the electoral process.

LA LA L )

General Umberto Rodriguez has warned
the “Sparrows™ of the CPP against resort-
ing to assassinalions even of abusive pub-
lic men and die-hard criminals. Of course
we should not encourage the rule of the
jungle - people taking the law in their own
hands. Sometimes, though we can’t help
but applaud this tactic of the “Sparrows”
when we consider that the authorities them-
selves are engaged in “salvagings,” and men
in uniform are the worst hold-uppers and
killers.

From brain drain to

MANILA — “Brain drain® occurs when the
educated, talented or skilled citizens ol poor
countries begin their exodus to industrialized
nations for employment and personal advance-
ment.

The process deprives their native lands of much
needed skills for science or technological ad-
vancement.

Today, ‘brain drain’ is being transformed into
“brain gain,' thanks to the efforts of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
its Transfer of Knowledge Through [xpatniate
Nationals (TOKTEN) project. TOKTEN has made
possible the return of the prodigal men and women
to their native lands 1o help in the development
process sweeping the Third Waorld

The key word is volunteerism. The voluntary
return of the native to his homeland takes prom
inence over other considerations, most particu
larly that of cash

One example 1s Jean Raymundo-Lobell, a
Filipino migrant in the United States who has a
doctoral degree and has achieved considerable
success and prominence in her chosen discipline
She came to know of the TOKTEN programme
through the Science and Technology Advisory
Council (STAC), a facility put up by the Phil
ippine in key cities worldwide to attract talented
Filipino migranis back.

Her inquiries led to an exchange ol letlers
with the Philippine pevernment.- The Filipino
American experl llew 1o Mantla and worked as
a consullant with government agencies needing
har expertise.

She also served as a consultant lo a Cabinel
member then researching the local government

By EMMANUEL GARCIA

TOKTEN has made possible the
return of the prodigal men and
women fo their native lands to
help in the development process
sweeping the Third World

code for the lormer Aquino administration. Her
stint led 1o frequent relurn inps

Puscual Bernal is another Filipino physician
practicing in Boston who voluntarily offered his
services. He returned brictly to Manili to train
fellow doctors at Philippine General Hospital an
cancer detectionand management. The visit even
IHHLillu'd an cconomic venlure: i conpany Wik
formed to produce and distribute his test kit 1o
detect discases tn aguac ulture

Ihey are only two of the more than 100 Filipine
expatriates who have panicipated in TOKTEN
1981
lFederico Macarunas, wenl one step further

since But another Filipino expalnate
Ii'[
the TOKTEN programme, he proposed the sel
ting up of a government facility lo advance science
and technology

I1e is now an undersecretary of the Philip
pine depantment of loreign affairs whose task,
is 10 overses.the continu
the TOKTEN

among other things
ation  and
programme

Since 1977, the UNDP has been working with
developing countries 1o reverse some ol the losses

caused by the massive exodus of specialists from

enhancement ol

brain gain

the Third World. Through its TOKTEN project,
skilled expatriates are being cncouraged to
volunteer their services to their countnes ol ongin,
even only on shori consultancy basis.

With UNDP support, TOKTEN has offices in
More than 3,500
consultancies have been completed — from public
administration to management ol enterprises, from
agnicultural research to other fields as diverse as

12 developing counlries

micro-electronics and marine science

I'he Philippine experience in TOKTEN
consultancies usually lasts from Iwo weeks 1o
three months. It has proven that the transter of
knowledge between countries can be elfected by
the natives themselves

T'OKTEN is based on the premise that rein
tegration ol qualified national personnel resid-
g abroad is possible despite the difficult socio-
economic conditions prevailing in the home
nations, It derives s strength from several
imernational organizations such as the Third World
Association of Former United Nations Internces
and lFellows, Inc. (WAFUNIE) and the Interna
tional Organization of Migration (10M).

WABFUNIFE has proposed the establishment
within the UN system ol innovative training-cum-
rescarch internship programmes to help mitigate
the adverse effects ol the

"brain drain® which

as lhe transler ol

For more than 13 vears, it has done

Liey reler 1o

{ [ ]Illdin:,_"_\

NOWw reversce
its part in the sharing ol knowledge among nations
by encouraging former UN internees and lellows
10 work with developing nations, particularly in
maximizing training programmes and approach-
es derived from the UN system.

On the other hand, 1OM aims to ensure the

YOUTH VOICE

Historic ‘NO’ vote

CONGRATULATIONS TO Albay Rep.
Edcel Lagman and his 25 colleagues who voted
against the death penalty for their courage in
taking an umpopular stand. Lagman is un-
doubtedly the “leader of the band.”

I admit that all these years, | have sup-
ported Lagman's Progressive Bloc on all major
points. Except on the death penalty, that is.
[ uscd to think that death penalty was the
best deterrent to crime, But,

After hearing Lagman’s explanation of vote,
however, | realized that I was wrong on that
one single issue. Studies by the Amnesty
International, the NCCP, and the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights clearly show that
equal application of the law and an effective
administration of justice is the best deterrent
1o crime,

Here in this country al least, the rich crooks
could easily get off the hook. More poor people
will suffer as a result of the death penalty.
MONEY TALKS!

[ am therefore willing to rectily my past
mistake of judgment. I join Rep. Lagman and
company, once again, this time in opposing
the anti-poor death penalty which can also
sometimes be inflicted on the innocent.

For the record, apart from Lagman, the
other congressmen against the death penalty
are Reps. Acosta. Almario. Andolana, Arroyo,
Asistio, Baguio, Candazo. Carloto, Enrile,
Escudero, Fua, Gillego. Ocampo. Orbos,
Ortega, Paredes, Quimpo, Reyes, Romualdo,
Ruiz. Tilandula. Valdez, Villarosa, Violago
and Zubiri. Many of them also voted for the
debt cap and repeal of automatic appropriations.

[ can now proudly say na sa Progressive
Bloc lang ako talaga kampi. 100%, at all
times. Laging sa nationalist minorily ako
bumabarkada.

Among the senators, Alvarez, Lina, Osmeiia,
Roco, Coseteng and Taiiada are known to be
against the death penalty.

Those who are in favor include Rep. Bong
Borong Bong, VP Erap, Tolentino (Marcos’
“vice ). . . hayv, naku! They want death penalty
for criminals?, No more comment.

orderly migration of persons in need of inlerna-
tional migration services, It has provided devel-
oping countries with qualified and specialized
manpower needed to help close the technology
gap between highly industrialized countries and
developing ones. It offers travel cosls, inlegra-
tion assistance, salary supplements, medical insur-
ance and prolessional equipment, Its return
programme has facilitated the reincorporation in
Latin America ol than
and technicians since (970,

the

more 11,688 scientists
Latin American
programme showed that most returnees were from
Lurope (78 percent) and the United States (15
percent). Chile was the top receiving country,
snaring 34 percent of the returnces. For the 1984-
89 period, the main refurnces were medical
specialists, followed by \'ngi|!cr:'.-af'.|'£1rm'mn1|m"..
cconomists and scienlists.

Seventy-five percent worked in public insti
lutions (universities, hospitals, research agencies)
(Next page, please)

An assessmenl ol
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OPINION

PINASIKAT NI Danny Javier ng APO
Hiking Society ang isang karaniwang Pilipino
na may pangadang Pidro. Sasura nivany
nakasalamin, naki-
mahabang manggas na polo. parang o s
unang tingin ay ibhig niyang Katawi-tiwa,
Ngunit si proseso ng pakikipag-usap i ibang
mga tao. lumalabas na Kritikal saonaciming
isyu s Pidro,

Sa sang pagtatanghal ng Mel & Jay s
TV. si Pidro ang kumatawiun sa misi, Rasnmn
niya ang thang panauhin niKaranis A0y e

nakasumbrero. Gl

Si1 Pidro

prapesor si sikolohiva at Komunihasyon,
Magaganda ang mea winika nine Protesor
Virgilio Enviquez at Villacora unggl s
hawalan ng pagkakataon o oportunidad ng
mathihivap dahil ang Tahig ng pagkakation
AV napunt s dilang mayavanin.
Ginamit o Pidro ang kasaysayann si
pammagitan ng pagbabalik tanmaw ditoe
Initahad niyva na ang mga Pilpino noon ay
nagiie alipin ng mga Asendero abambubiy
Kailinman
bubay . May dilang nakalusot na

At hindi naging nunlad ang

CSIpSIpT e

Rural development
projects underway

ROME — Close to six million people in
the poorest rural houscholds of Aflrica. the
Middle East and Asia stand 1o beneflit Irom
16 agricultural development projects approved
by the executive board ol the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
during its 50th session here carly this month.

The projects, worlh USS515.46 million,
include an IFAD contribution of USS167.11
million, mostly in concessional loans,

The board. chaired by Fawzi Hamad Al-
Sultan, [FAD president. also enlarged the
agency's activities to include Europe lor the
first time. It approved a new project for
Albania. Co-financed by the Islamic Bank,
the project will be supported by an IFAD
loan of USS$11.60 million on highly
concessional” terms. -

Crossing another [rontier. the board ap-
proved a US$3 million grant to help finance
a USS$12.5 million programme lor reliel and
a development project in the Gaza Sinp and
Jericho that. according 10 Mr. Al-Sultun. will
help the Palestinian poor and eventually the
peace process in the Middle East

Continuing its efforts to light rural pov:
erty in the drought-stricken region ol sub-
Saharan Africa. IFAD likewise approved nine
new projects: the national agriculwural ser-
vices restructuring project in Cote D'lvoire,
rural financial services project, Mudzi linan-
cial services sub-project in Malawi: Benue
and Niger states agricultural suppori project
in Nigeria; national smallholders support
programme in Sao Tome and Principe;
smallholder dry areas resource management

project in Zimhabwe: the southern region
cooperatives  development credil
Progrumme mn E”HHPI;I; rural enterpnses project
in Ghana, castern provinee hortucultural and
traditional food crops project i Kenya and
rural lnance and enterprise support project
in Lesotho

The last four projects are being supported
by IFAD's special programme for sub-Sahar-
an African countries alfected by drought and
desertification. The highly-coneessional loans
extended 1o these countries amounted to
USS33.2 million.

On the other hand. the first five projects
are funded under [FAD’s regular programme
with loans amounting to US$68.54 million.

The board also approved another
concessional loan of USS8.86 million to fi-
nance the Netrakona mtegrated agncultural
production and water management project in
Bangladesh,

The Latin America and Caribbean region
received TFAD support for three projects: the
low-income family support project i the semi-
arid region of Sergipe state in Brazil, agnicul-
tural development programme in San Juan de
la Maguana in the Dominican Republic and
project for the capitalization of small farmers
in the Tropisec area of the Segovias in Nica-
ragua. The loans total USS35.4 million.

The Near East and North Aflrica region
received the support ol the board for the
integrated agricultural development project in
the governorate ol Kairouan in Tunisia, They
will get an IFAD loan of USS12.51 million.
(Depthnews Special)

and

From brain ...

(From page 8)

while only 25 percent served with private em-
ployers including clinics, research centres und
small and medium-scale enterprises

Surprisingly, 75 percent of the retumees opled
to permanently reside — and work —
native lands,

According to IOM, its programme for Africa
achieved its expected results, s [irst survey
showed that 90 percent of returnees consider their
return as helping their country in terms ol socio
economic development; 80 percent consider that
their professional position abroad was commen
surate; 20 percent consider working conditions
to be good while 60 percent think them “reason
able'; and 70 percent say they translerred tech-
nology to their countrymen. (Depthnews Spe-
cial)

in their

Legal e 2 o (Frompage8)

viewed as a minor who can sue only under a
man’'s guardianship, or she may be prohibited
Irom taking action against her own husband.
Some states have schemes that compensale
victims of domestic violence lor resulting injury
or ill health, says Ms, Connors, She cites a woman

in Australia who — left with anxiety, panic symp
toms, insomnia and nightmares after long-term
abuse by her husband — was awarded A$45,000
in 199]. (Depthnews Asia)

Max NOBLE (From page 7)

would have repudiated those debts incurred by
Marcos & Co. Or, at least, limited our payments
o the minimum, If other governments have done
it, why can't ouls?

Or is [iddie Boy another IME-WB pup?

pakapag=aral na Pilipmo na biniyayaan ng
tlang ektarvamg lupa (ng Pilipino) ang
naghar-hartan sa kapwa niya mga Pilipino.
Hindi nila pagkakataong
pngar ang kabubayan at umunlad ang
karununga ng mahihirap na Pilipino.
Niagaganap pa rin ito ngayon. Bakit
maraming “iskwater.” Higit na binibigyan
ne  pagkakatnon  ng opisval ng
pamahalian ang nteres ng mga davuhan at
ne celivistang Pilipmo. Umiikot lamang sa
mgd o ang pagkakatong umunlad, Kaya
maraming Pinoy ang kumiapit na sa patalim
magnikaw, mandukol ng mayayamang
[ntsik. holdap. @ tha pang Krimen. Ang
katwiran mila’y wala silang pagkakataon sa

himigyan ng

mga

“parchas™ na labunan.
Lalo pa kung ang masisipag ngunit hindi

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY PAPA

naman nakatapos ng pag-aaral ang talanungin,
sasabihin nilang hindi maaaring “ligal™ ang
“labanan®™ sa mundo. Laging may “baluktot”
o “saliwa.”

Ang pagkakataon o oportunidad na
mabuhay ng marangal ay nasa kamay lamang
ng mga dayuhang Intsik at Amerikano sa
ating bayan. Ang Pilipino, utusan, clerk,
driver. Kkunwa-kunwariang manager, o
berdugo ng kanilang mga amo.

Biggest melon gene
pool threatened

By NESTOR

GANSU, CHINA — If you like cantaloupes
extra sweel or your watermelons almost free of
seeds, then this is the province Lo visil.

It is also in this arid province, west of Beijing,
where Chinese scientists are starting a drive to
conserve the greatest pool of melon génelic
maltenal in the world.

Honeydews, watermelons, cantaloupes and
other varieties grow on farms clustered over 90,000
hectares. The melon region stretches from the
east of Lanzhow 1o the west of Donghouh.

The fruit provides bulk of the income for
Chinese (armers here who patiently till crowded
fields with primitive equipment.

The large number of melon varieties — and
their unique characteristics — has caught the
eye of IFood and Agnculture (FAO) scientists,
working with the Melon Research Institute (MRI)
here.

*Gansu and surrounding provinces have whal
is probably the largest melon gene pool in the
world.” they wrote in a report 1o Beijing.

Genes are the ‘building blocks® of plant and
animal life. These are found in Gansu melons,
which evolved over the years, and loday are in
danger of becoming extinct.

One reason 1s Gansu melon larmers are shifi-
ing to new high-yielding varieties, some of them
developed in the laboratories of MRI

‘Saving the genetic diversity, available in the
old landrace melon vareties is extremely impor-
tant and should begin immediately,’ the FAO
team observed. ‘Lach variety should be identi-
lied, any outstanding characteristics and diseasc
resistance noted, and sced preserved for [uture
use.’

(In like manner, international institules care-
fully save seeds of rice varieties, wheat, corn,
potatoes, ete,' in seed banks lo conserve their
genetic maternial.)

The FAO team noted that plant disease, poor
post-harvest handling and lack of adequate
marketing structures severely slice into the in-
come of Gansu melon growers.

Insects, specially aphids, inflict severe loss-
es. And post-harvest losses often exceed a stag-
gering 50 percent.

‘liven those melons that are not lost to decay
would often not be marketable by Western stan-
dards, because of excessive bruising,’ the UN
agency observed.

The Institute has effectively developed new

CERVANTES

melons with ‘superior horticultural characteris-
tics,” FAO cited three with gold skins and one
green skin honeydew,

‘In what may be a major innovation, a wa-
termelon with approximately 75 percent fewer
seeds than standard walermelons’ has been
developed at MRI, the UN experts noted.

Today, the gold skin honeydew varielies,
developed by MRI, comprise over 85 percent of
the total honeydew melons planted in this prov-
ince. The seed use melon variety, released in
1989, now accounts for 50 percent of the seed
use melons planted.

FAQ urged increased emphasis on incorpo-
rating disease resistance into the institute’s
breeding programme,

‘MRI should produce sufficient disease-free
melon seed 1o meel growers' demands. Imped-
iments such as inadequate land, equipment, or
labour, simply must be correcied.

Under its Technical Cooperation Programme,
FAQ provided disease-resistant varieties and
breeding lines for MRI. These were evaluated in
1990 and the best adopted were "t72d in the next
year's breeding programme.

‘Incorporation of these introduced disease-
resistant genetic material into the existing gene
pool of the MRI," should boost the rate at which
‘superior diseasc-resistant melon varieties can
be developed,” the FAO report predicled.

The UN team urged government (o increase
MRI’s ability to produce sufficient high quality
melon seed. FAO-provided equipment will allow
MRI to increase ils seed output by 500 percent.
But demand for seeds will skyrocket in the future.

Science-based skills will ultimately be the key
to modernizing Gansu's melon farms. FAO,
therefore, assisted in training 50 specialists, in
crop proteciion, genetics, improved seed qual-
ity, and crop improvement. And the UN agency
sent Lhree specialists for advanced Lraining in
Australia and the US.

But the link between laboratory and farmers
remain extension agents who need lo increase
their contact with the area's farmers, especially
the neglected peasants.

‘Due 1o the vasiness of the area, and the large
number of growers who need assistance, addi-
tional methods must be ulilized to distribute
technical production information, specially through
printed literature,' FAO concluded. (Depthnews
Specilal)
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WORLD FAST LOSING BIODIVERSITY

tural habi. are
troved, degraded

and depleted,

MANILA — The world is
losing nature’s blodiversity ai
a very alarming rate, says a
new report from the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
(FAQ).

“Natural habitats are being
destroyed, degraded and deplet
ed. with loss of countless wild
species,” noles the report

Traditional crop varieties and
ancienl animal breeds are be-
ing r-'pim.'itd by new ones het
ter suiled o modern high-t
agriculture. In India, for exam
ple, lun nee vanelies will soon
cover three-quaners of an ar
where once over 30,000 dilfer
enl variclies were grown

In Indonesia, 1.500 local

varieties of nce have disap-
pearcd in the pasi |5 years, and
nearly three-fourths of the rice
planted 1oday descends Irom a
single maternal plant.

Europe alrecady has losl hall
the ¢omeslic horses, catlle,
sheep, goats, pigs and poultry
breeds it had in 1900. Over 85
percent of the 7,000 apple
varicties once grown in the
United States is gone.

The traditional knowledge
and skills of indigenous peo
ples, who selected, bred and
cultivated these varielies over
thousands of years, are disap-
pearing, often along with the
people themselves.

“These losses threaten. world
agriculture and, in the longer
term, humanity itself," the FAO
report says. “When natural di-
versily is lost, so, loo, is irre-
placeable genetic material.”

FFor scientists lo breed and

evolve new adaptable and var-
ied strains, this genetic infor-
mation must be saved, il says,
“We can only guess al the
potentially valuable animals,
aquatic lile, trees and plants that
have already been lost, unre-
corded and unexplored by s
ence.”
FAO says biodiversily pro-
vides the raw malerials, in this
case combinations ol genes, that
are the essential building blocks
of the plant varieties and ani
mal breeds upon which agricul
ture depends.

“The thousands of difterent,
genetically unique vaneties of
crops and animal breeds in ex-
istence are the result of 3,000
million years of natural biolog-
ical evolution, as well as careful
selection and nurturing by our
farming and herding anceslors
during 12,000 or so years ol
agriculture,” says the FAO report.

These are supplemented by
wild resources such as fish,
game and forest products, many
of which, although used, have
yet to be properly evaluated.

Phato)

PNP PROMOTION: President Ramos swears into office the newly-Promoted officials of the Philippine National Police during simple
rites in Malacanang last Dec. 28. They are PNP Deputy Director General Oscar Aquino, Directors Agerico Kagaoan, Wilfredo Cruz,
Ruben Cruz and Enrique Bulan, Chief Superintendents Anselmo Avenido Jr., Jose Andaya, Rufino Ibay, Fidel Lajom, Reynaldo Wycoco,
Arturo Anas, Leandro Mendoza., Anacleto Arque Jr., Warieto Capitan, Diony Ventura, Celso Francisco and Ramon Pena. (Malacariang

Octopus makes wave in fish markets

MANILA — Low supply of
squid and cuttlefish in the first half
of 1993 boosted the prices of these
food commodities in the interna-
nonal market. In contrast, prices
of large-sized oclopus plummeted.

The outlook for the “cephalo-
pods™ market was recently released
by the Fisheries Department of the
Rome-based Food and Agnculture
Organization (FAO).

With a 40 percenl deciine in
imports in the first quaner of 1993
from the Southwest ‘Atlantic, the
Japanese squid market experienced
a shortage. Exports [rom Argen-
tina, Japan's leading supplier of
squid in the previous year, also
drapped drastically, from 2,500
metne tons in January-March 1992
10 only 700 metric tons in Janu
ary-March 1993

Thailand dislodged Argentina
as the number one supplier of
squid Lo Japan in the first quarter
of 1993, Argentina exported some
900 metne tons of squid bur siill

FAO estimates that about 75
percent of the genetic diversity
of agricultural crops had been
lost since Lhe beginning of (his
century. “The reduction in the
crop gene pool has accelerated
since the 1950s, when the Green
Revolution introduced intensive
agriculture to large parts of the
developing world,” FAQ says,

A similar paitern of genelic
erosion and increased vulnera-
bility is occurring among do-
mesticated animals. Here, the
threat to diversily comes main-

fell short ol s 1992 record of
1100 metric tons,

IFACQ) records show that exports
from Bulgaria and Poland almosi
collapsed In 1992, Bulgana expon-
ed 1,900 metne tons while Poland
delivered 900 metnic tons. This year,
their exports so far dropped lo as
low as 400 metnic tons and 200
melnc tons, respectively.

As in 1he Japanese markel.
squid supplies were low on the
European market due 1o the dis-
appointing Southwest Atlantic
season and to zero landings in
California in the United States.

As a resull, squid pnees wenl
up in June 1993 Thai squid (5410
pieces per kilogram) was selling on
the Talian market at USS3 10 per
kilogram, which was 10 percent
higher than early 1993 prices.

Cuttlefish imports into Japan
were also low in the first gquarter
of 1993, Only 10,600 metric lons
were imporied, some |, 800 mel-
ri¢ 1ons less than in the corre.

ly from the highly specialized

nature of modern livestock pro-
duction

"Most domesticated animals,
after generutions of controlled
interbrecding, no longer have
wild relatives from which ge
nelic material can be denved,”
il says.

Agquatic living resources are
also lacing extinction, These are
threatened primanly human
abuse and mismanagement of
both the living resources and
the ecosystems that support

sponding period of 1992,

Thailand continued to be the
main supplier of cuttiefish to the
Japanese market with 3,300 mel-
ric tons, 22 percent less than in
1992, Other cuttlefish-importing
countries were Maorocco (1,000
melric tons), Mauritania (1,000
metrie lons), Spain (800 metnc
tons), Ghana (700 metric tons), and
South Korea (100 metric tons).

Low supply of cuttlensh resull-
ed in a pnee hike, Medium-sized
cultlefish. Tor instance. was sold at
LIS$6.80 per kilogram, which was
about  LISS| per Kilogram higher
than the June 1992 price

Prices went up on both the
IFrench o and ltalian markets. Thai
cuttletish (less than 40 pieces per
Kilogram) was sold in France at
US82.30 per kilogram. |5 percent
higher than in early 1993, Like-
wise, [talian importers were pay-
ing LUUSS2.60 per kilogram for large
cuttlefish, 10 percent higher over
the carly 1993 pnce.

Aside from squid and cuttle-
fish, another cephalopod species
making waves in the fishery
markel is the oclopus. In fact, oc-
topus supplies to the Japanese
market continued lo increase,
particularly in the opening months
of the year.

FAQ records show some
38,800 metnc tons of oclopus were
imported in the first three months.
This record exceeded that of the
1992 level for the same guarer,

Spanish exports to Japan in
creased, from 9,500 metric lons
in 1992 10 11,400 metric tons in
1993, Octopus exports from Mo-
rocco increased only slightly, from
16,400 metric tons in 1992 to
16,900 metric tons in 1993,

Mauritania oclopus supply
declined somewhat after a strong
1992 performance. In 1991, it
exported some 4,000 melric tons.
It went up o 9,600 metric tons in
1992 but slid 1o 8,600 melric tans
in 1993,

“Octopus prices have risen
slightly for smaller sizes, while
bigger octopus prices continue 1o
be stable at the low early 1993
level,” says the FAO report which
also foresces more squid supply
in the third quarter of the year,
once the Japanese [lying-squid
season slarts.

“Prices of squid should thus
decline a little from their present
level. On the other hand, cuttle-
fish supply s expecled 1o slay
tight, leading (o further increases
of the already high prices.”

Squid, cuttlefish and octopus
are regarded with revulsion in
some socielies ilnu-'m':.'r, Ihl.??' are
greatly appreciated as food in Asia,
the Mediterranean countries and
Europe. A delicacy in counines
where they are eaten, squid, cul-
lefish and octopus are an excel-
lent source of prolein. They are
virnually a perfect sealood, con-
sisting of close 1o 100 percent
edible matter. (DEPTHnews)

them.

Tropical forests are likewise
threatened, FAO estimates that
they were destroyed al an an-
nual rate of 15.4 million hect-
ares between 1980 and 1990,

To halt the decline, FAO
urges everyone to do his/her own
part. “Everyone depends in some
way on the planet’s biological
resources,” il says.

In response, a grassroots
conservation movement s
spreading throughout the world
In the United States, a network

of nearly 1,000 farmers and
gardeners locates and conserves
thousands of endangered vege-
lable varieties

In Kenya, a coalition of
farmers’ organization, women's
groups and other community
groups is promoting the conser-
vation and use of indigenous
species ol Lrees,

Action is likewise building
up at governmental and inter-
national levels.

Protection of wildlands
should be the top priority of any

meaningful strategy Lo safeguard
the world's biological hentage,
according to Dr. John C. Ryan,
of the Washington, D.C.-based
Worldwatch Institute.

But in order 1o stounch what
he calls the “massive bleeding
of life from the planet,” human-
ity must learn not only to save
diversily in remote corners of
the world, “bul 1o maintain and
restore il in the forests and
waters Lhal we use; and in the
villages and cilics where we
live.” (DEPTHnews)
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~ German NGO increasingly active in Asia
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2

GERMAN AGRO-ACTION: German Agro Action’s
track record till date comprises 3250 projects in Asia,

Africa and Latin America with a financial outlay of DM
880 million. The year 1992 alone saw 48 projects dotted

on the Asian part of the globe, covering Bangladesh,

Fiji, India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and
the Philippines. The projects included the reconstruc-

tion of Pinatubo in the Philippines and the provision of
emergency aid to victims of flood disasters in Bangladesh.

Seen here is German Agro Action’s chairwoman Dr.
Helga Henselder-Barzel at the organization’s 30th an-
niversary observed recently. (Photo by IN/WHH)

BONN — The far-reaching activities ol German Agro
Action in implementing developmentad projects in Asian
countries have bheen coming into increasing focus in recent
vears, given the grim scenario of population growth, migra-
tion flows, natural catastrophes, hunger und poverty in the

Cierman Agro Action, wlhich
wits Tounded i 1962 as 4 nation
al committee ol the World Cam
paign Agamst Hunger ol the Food
and Agricultural Orgamization
(A utihized ats 30th
anniversary recently for a stock-
taking. as il were, of s ohjee-
nives and strategies lowards pro
MOotng non-gov emmental argant

has

sations an pariner  countries,
strengthenmg their ability 10 make
thenr own decisions and transfer-
ring still greater responsibility lor
the implementalion of therr
projects. While thus creating the
prerequisite forself-help. the poor
were also provided access (o train-
ing and financial suppon from
exlemal sources.

German Agro Action’s track
record Nll date comprises 3250
projects in 87 countrics in Asia,
Africa and Latin America where
their engagement with local pan-
.ners enjoys a high ratio of suc-
cess, with a financial outlay of a
total of DM B80 million. Through
backing these self-help groups, this
non-governmental organization
has been able to lay the founda
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tons for democratic co-detemm-
nation and sell-responsibility,
therehy also giving a boost to the
potential for self-reliance by the
poaor, especially aganst a back-
ground where govemments tend-
ed 1o neglect agriculture in pref-
crence 1o industrialization.

The Asian region has been
receiving increasing atlention at
the hands of German Agro Ac-
tion whose overnding molto
“Drive away hunger, not the peo-
ple” has resulted in the shaping
and implementation of projects
ranging from programmes for the
victims of floods 1o promotion of
agro-industries and improvement
of living conditions of those fam-
ilies sustaining themselves on ag-
riculture, The year 1992 alone saw
48 projects dotted on the Asian
part of the globe. covering
Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Indonesia,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and
the Philippines, In addition 1o the
ohjectives of rehabilitating chil-
dren from slum areas, provision
of food supplies and promoting
the welfare of women, aclion was
also taken 10 reconstruct Pinatu

IN METRO MANILA

Legal fallback inadequate for
battered wives, family violence

NEW YORK — The revised
Brazilian Constitution of 1988
obliges the state to creale
mechanisms thal would prevent
violence in family relationships

Affirming the reciprocal
rights of family members, the
Colombian Constitution of 1989
condemns violence as destroy-
ing family harmony and pro-
vides for legal sanclions

These and similar initiatives
in various parts of the world
show a growing recognition ol
the problem of domestic vio-
lence, and the need for lepal
systems lo respond lo il in a
more focused way.

As it is, however, the legal
recourse for women who suffer
from violence at home “remains
undeveloped in most national
systems,' says a paper by law
lecturer Jane Connors of the
School of Oriental and African
Studies of the University of
London, The paper was pub-
lished in the United Nations
newsletter Women 2000.

Women who turn to the law
for relief from abusive trealment
have to look into various stat-

utes for provisions on the en
actment of protection orders,
entitlement of the victim Lo
compensation and punishment
ol the perpetrator, since there
1s often no single code that does
all three, points out Ms
Connors.

An exception is the Puerto
Rican Domestic Violence Law
of 1989 which covers all three
aspects. For criminal law to be
invoked, the violent act must
fall under any of the calegories
assault,
occasioning actual bodily harm,
assaull occasioning grievous
bodily harm, aggravated assault,

ol ‘common assaull

wounding, manslaughter or
murder.”

Most eriminal
Connors adds, do nol

Ms,
refer
specifically to the domestic
context. Exceptions to these,
aside from the Puerto Rican law,
are ‘spouse abuse’ statules in
some American states and the
Portuguese Criminal Code —
these all consider it a crime 1o
treat one's spouse cruelly or
negligently, and to fail to pro-
vide necessary medical care.

laws,

Acts of dowry-related violence
are also mentioned in the Indi
an Penal Code

However, one difficulty is
that emotional and psycholog
ical abuse 'normally does not
meel the definition ol crimes:’
In many cases, a man is even
considered within his right ‘10
force his wife to perform nor
mal sexval acts® or 1o subject
her 1o a limited amount ol
|1h)’.\l(u[ chastisement.”

“In mosl jurisdictions, al-
though theoretically available,
criminal proceedings are nol
brought against perpetrators of
domestic violence because s0-
cieties, while considering such
violence to be regrettable, gen
crally regard it as a private and
family matter and thus outside
the the
justice system,”
Connors.

Al the same time, the mat-
ter of procedure in criminal law
can prevent the law from being
applied to domestic cases, such
as when a wife cannot testify
against her husband, or when
prosecution can be initiated only

criminal

Ms.

purview ol

sdys

by the victim.

Some countries have adopt-
ed legal reforms to deal with
these procedural blocks. In
Canada, the police can file
domesltic assault charges even
if the victim refuses 10 do so0.
Sweden has made wife-bealing
a public offense, which means
someone other than the vietim
can lile charges, while Norway
has made it possible for wives
in enminal cases lo give — or
1o be compelled 1o give —
evidence against Lheir husbands.

Other notable reforms are the
granting lo the police of spe-
i 1'.i|.

where

powers 1o home
violence is
\U..\PCL[L‘LL as in New South
Wales, the introduction ol pro-
tection orders enforceable by
arrest, and the adoption of police
puidelines that ‘promote a pol-
icy of presumptive arrest,’

A woman wanting to get out
of an abusive relationship can
also file for divorce, judicial
separation or matrimonial in-
junction pending divorce or
separation.

The difficulty in petting

enter a
domestic

region. The distinguishing feature of this non-governmental
organization has heen its cooperation with local partners in
the attainment of its ohjectives, be it alleviation of hunger,
improvement of living conditions for the disadvantaged, or
the plight of children in slum areas.

bo in the Philippines and provide
emergency aid to victims of flood
disasters in Bangladesh. Environ-
mental protection is also one of
the focal points of German Agro
Action, an aspect laken care of
through “resources protection’ and
alforestalion measures.

German Agro Action has also
been instrumental in supporting
programmes for children. This is
done through creches, daycare
units, schools, feeding and reha-
bilitation centres, orphanages and
free institutions for needy children
and their families. German Agro
Action allocated some DM 2.27
million for children and the youth
in the Asian region in 1992, bring-
ing the total commitment to Asia
in the same year to DM 17.29
million.

If food security is the aim, then
agricultural productivity cannot be
far behind. Indonesia is an exam-
ple where rice cultivation has been
given a boost by German Agro
Action through irrigational mea-
sures implementéd by it. Work-
ing through its local pariner Bina
Swadaya, German Agro Aclion
completed s first network of
irrigation canals Iwo years ago,
thus benefiling 350 farmers
through the imgation of more than
150 hectares of their land. The
long-term objective of German
Agro Action’s aclivities also lie
in ‘help for self-help’ so that
emergency aid includes not only
basic provisions but also such
measures as Lthe supply of seeds
and agricultural implements

Thus, the German Agro Ac-
tion projects seck to jointly work
with non-governmental organiza-
tions in partner countries in order
1o ensure “food security” on one's
own strength and to realize “help
for self-help.” A further objective
is the creation of an awareness and
dissemination of information re-
lating 10 the causes of poveny and
its connection with underdevelop-
ment, forms of life and alien
cullures

Understandably, the social and
humanitanan significance of Ger-
man Agro Action aclivities around
the globe has not gone unnoticed
in Germany.

An opinion poll conducted by
German Agro Action last year re-
vealed that over hall the German
public, including those in the new
German federal states, were not
averse lo paying a “Solidarity
surcharge™ towards alleviation of
poverty and hunger in countries
of the Third World, should it be-
come necessary. The year 1992
was also notable for the highesi

donations received by German
Agro Action for its aclivilies,
crossing the DM 50 million mark,
thus reflecting the high degree of
awareness among the German
population conceming the need to
help the poor in the developing
world.

Furthermore, the cause of the
developing world is also being
constantly kept alive by several
public and private initiatives.
These include fund-raising activ-
ities through concenrts, exhibitions,
bazaars and theatrical performanc-
es. Among such evenls last year
was a children's camival organized
at the German Federal Chancel-
lery's gardens where German Agro
Action installed an information
stand for children. Some 3000
children from all parts of Germa-
ny were enabled to have glimps-
es of the living conditions of
children in Asia, Africa and Lat-
in America.

German Agro Action also
organized a conference last year
in Bonn to underline the link
between hunger and human rights.
Entitled “Human rights and de-
velopment cooperation in theory
and practice.” the conlerence saw
many leading puhlicians.}_cicmim
and representatives of develop-
mental organizalions emphasize
the fact that the “One World"” we
were all striving for, a world with
better living conditions for all
peoples, cannot be realized with-
oul human nghts, without freedom,
and without the opportunities for
the unfolding of individual poten-
tial.

Mention may be made of
“Third World Shops" run by
German Agro Aclion as another
initiative to help small business-
es in developing countries. Four
shops. two in Bonn and one each
in Duesseldor! and Dortmund,
serve 1o markel products emanal-
ing from these couniries and en-
courage local employment, The
profits from these enterprises are
ploughed back into development
projects. Many Asian handicrafts
and gift articles as well as utili-
tarian items can be found in these
Third World Shops which are
being well patronized.

“Hunger is the enemy of the
right 1o life and freedom. Those
who want human rights and de-
mocracy must drive away hunger
and mass poventy,” stated Dr (Mrs)
Helga Henselder-Barzel, chair-
woman of German Agro Action.
“*The discussion on realization of
human rights has 1o be conducted
more aggressively,” she main-
lained. (Emenech)

divorce, says Ms. Connors, is
that ‘a significant number of
legal systems will not consider
emotional abuse or minor phys-
ical cruelty as grounds for di-
vorce.' Similarly, systems that
do not recognize marital rape
or where sexuoal relations is
regarded as a marriage obliga-
tion, also do not recognize
unwanted sexual attention as a
ground for divorce.

An alternative to divorce is
judicial separation, usually
available on the same grounds

as divorce, which relieves the
petitioner of the duty Lo cohab-
it. Pending either divorce or
separation, an aggrieved wile
can scek a court order or injunc-
tion to keep away a violent hus-
band.

Recourse may also be found
in civil law which grants mon-
clary compensation o the ag-
grieved. But here again there

are procedural roadblocks to

bringing civil action against the
aggressor — the woman may be

(Page 9, please)
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