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IN INDONESIA: Portralts of President Ramos and Indonesian President Soeharto t
are on display along the street fronting the Indonesian Presidential Palace,
of President Soeharto last week. (Malacafiang’ Photo)

ogether with their respective wives, First Lady Amelita M. Ramos and Mrs. Tien Soeharto
Istana Merdeka. President Ramos was in Indonesia on a four-day state visit upon the Invitation




An Exposé on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly income was 29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,

highest monthly income declared was P55 #212.5 million in 1988, 290 miillion in 1989,

million. 341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991,
501 million in 1992 and 578 million in the first
semester of 1993.

Remittance to Government
In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In almost seven years of operation, from July 1986

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the to June 30, 1993, the new PAGCOR has already
government was P2.1 billion. remitted a total of #19.90 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees'
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's

income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, cities hosting the casinos,

the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts. Nothing is left
with PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is
considerably different from what it was in the past.

.§ ?AGC‘O" Responding Through Responsible Gaming
: \ ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Ramos top spender

By ERIC §. GIRON

WO DISCONCERTING reports simultaneously appeared on the front
pages of major metropolitan dailies which reduce to a canard the
ridiculous administration propaganda that the Philippines can attain
the economic dragon status of newly-industrialized countries of East Asia

in seven vears.

One report the
country's foreign debt has
swelled by an alarming 34
billion in the f[irst nine
months of President Fidel V.
Ramos’ administration up to
March 31, 1993 because of
$1.9 new multilateral and bi-
lateral borrowings plus $4.7
billion fluctuations in the
dollar-peso exchange rale.
These added to the $29.4
billion debt as of April 1993
total $34.1 billion.

This means that the
$26,342,000,000 foreign
debt left by Ferdinand
Marcos which is regularly
serviced with one-third of
the national budget has been
growing under the two suc-
cessive administrations. The
Aquino governmenl paid
$10.3 billion—$5.3 billion
in principal and $5 billion in
interests—for the debt in
1986-1990. I still ballooned
to $29.3 billion due to fresh
borrowings.

The other report said the
government will spend $20
million for the President's
entourage which will visit
the United states in Novem-
ber. Radio-TV Malacanang
execulive Gloria Mara told
the House appropriations
committee that if the mem-
bers of the party are in-
creased and additional states
and Mexico will be added to
the itinerary, more will be
spenL.

Those who will tag along
with what the President calls
a “working visil” are two
senalors, lwo congressmen,
Cabinel secretaries wilh
media members covering

said

their KIC[?‘I”IIIL’IH\. and so
many businessmen when the
purpose ol the trip s 1o al
tract forcign investors to the
Philippines. To cut down
RTVM coslts, mara said can
riers of TV and other equip-
ment will be dispensed with.
The media personnel them-
selves will carry the equip-
menl.

For Ramos’ five-day trip
to Indonesia from Sept. 20,
Mara quoted a modeslt
$900,000 for expenses al-
though the Press Secretary’s
office estimaled each slate
visit costs at least $1 mil-
lion.

The Foreign Affairs De-
partment requested the
White House to schedule
Mr. Ramos' visit on Nov. 10
so that he can have an au-
dience with President Bill
Clinton prior to the Nov, 20
Asian Pacific Cooperation
forum in Seatile, Washing-
ton. Clinton will keynote the
meeting of six ASEAN and
five other state heads. A
Ramos-Clinton meeting af-
ter the forum is held unlikely
because the Americans will
be preparing for Thanksgiv-
ing feslivilies on Nov. 24.

Since he became Presi-
dent, Ramos has visiled Bru-
nei, Malaysia, Thailand, Ja-
pan (for which at least $5
million was spent), South
Korea, Singapore, China,
Hong Kong and now Indo-
Mara said the
President’s provincial sorties
in the Philippines cost a
minimum of P100,000,

The reports aboul the big
leap in the foreign debt and

nesia.

the expenses lor the presi
dential junkets are somehow
related because both drain
the treasury ol vialuable lor-
cign exchange.

JAPAN, RP IN RACE

It may not sound plau-
sible today but in the 1960x
the Philippines was second
only to Japan in finances and
and was
threatening to overtake Ja
pan. However. the Philip
pines had the misfortune of

coonomy cven

having Presidents who were
incompetent economic man-
Agers.

Ever since US lending
institutions enticed the Phil-
ippine governmenl to borrow
dollars to plug debts and
accelerale economic growth
in the 1960s. it has [allen
into the debt trap. The heads
of state are-more concerned
with packing the bureau-
cracy with political alTiliales
and cronies rather than ap-
poinling specialists or tech-
nocrals. Thus the inelficient
government.

Despite the bulk of new
foreign loans invested in
power and energy develop-
ment projects, why are there
still electric power oulages?
Why is it that during the first
100 days of Ramos, power
plants were [unctioning con-
tinuously but after that they
hegan copfing outhone after
Lhe I.JI'IL'I_':: <

Whed"” Ferdinand  E:
Marcos assumed the presi-
dency in 1965, the loreign
debt was sull a manageable
$1 billion. But Marcos re-
fused to relinquish the presi-
dency and declared martial

law. To accommodate behest
loans for his cronies, Marcos
ran up a loreign debt of
$26.342,000.000 as of 1986.

This amount excluded
Marcos' mega-theft of $5
billion to $10 billion from
the Ireasury which he
stashed in Swiss, London,
Hong Kong and other banks
and invested in US real es-
tate, high-rise buildings in
New York and a Long Is-
land mansion, valuable an-
tique furniture and paintings,
jewelry, etc.

CORY'S FOLLY

Corazon C. Aquino
sneered at the Marcoses’
profligacy. Bul in her six
year stint, she overspenl
P1.7 trillion which was more
than the total of Marcos” 20-
yedt'budgets. The only thing
she had to show lor il were
the last=minute {lyovers buill
just before the May 2, 1992
elections.

Mrs. Aquino wenl inlo a
frenzy of disposing all avail-
able government
through the
Privatization Trust. She in-
sisted on the sale of the

assels

Assels

RAMOS (with ex-rebel Gringo Honasan): Top spender.

Roppongi property in Tokyo
which the Supreme Court
stopped. Proceeds from the
sale of Marcos property in
the US went mostly to fees
of American and Filipino
lawyers.

The P35 billion raised
through the sales of assets
were gobbled up by the
Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CARP),
advertised as Mrs. Aquino's
cenler piece. Even the reha-
bilitation funds for viclims
of Mt Pinatubo's eruptions
and lahar were fritlered away
in no time at all.

The CARP aimed al par-
celing big-landed agricul-
tural estates fo small farm-
ers was nothing more than a
big palabas. Mrs. Aguino
hersell refused to allow the
breakup of her JLamily's
Luisita Hagiénda in Tarlac
for its |m-.ms. Thé lemen-of
a program wound upkin bil-
lion-peso land scams. The
country today is still reeling
[rom rice shortage and has
to imporl the grain from
Thailand.

It is rather ironic that Thai

students who studied at the
International Rice Research
Institute in Los Banos re-
turned to Thailand and pro-
duced the rice sold to the
Filipinos.

President Aquino made
the mistake of abscrbing
P149 billion obligaticns ol
government-owned aud con-
trolled corporations like the
Philippine National Pauk,
Development Bank ot the
Philippines, Philippine Air
Lines in 1986 1o rehabiinate

the PNB, DBV und Land
Bank of the Philippines
which had been miilicod ddry

by Marcos’ cronics throupgh

behest loans and by privele
firms which delanited in
paying theiwr loan

Thus the inie bt
ballooned to some 300 bil
lion. On top of the achis nnd

deficits, the Comrissi
Audit revealed tho top oil
cials of the national |
Corporation were ¢
P410 million in illega: al-
lowances and benefits, pur-
chased luxury cars for its 27
vice presidents and other of-

Continued on page 4
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ficials, gambled $83 million
intended for debt payment in
the dollar blackmarket and
lost. For its inefliciency and
extravagance, the Napocor
punished electric consumers
by raising power rates to pay
for its P6.9 billion losses.

From a 6.7% banner
growth in 1988, the first
semester Gross National
Product in 1992 was a nega-
tive 0.23%, then 0.2% in the
third quarter and 0.1% by
yearend. The slump was
blamed on the impact of the
December 1989 coup at-
templ, the devastating July
1990 earthquake, the Gulf
War which deprived Filipino
workers in Kuwait and Iraq
of jobs, the Pinatubo debacle
and devastating typhoons.

While the foreign debt
swelled by about $3 billion,
Mrs. Aquino dumped mil-
lions of gevernment money
into the presidential cam-
paign for Fidel Ramos, in-
cluding Malacaiang funds,
allocations for the rehabili-
tation of surrendering dissi-
dents and for local govern-
ments.

UNDER RAMOS

Among ASEAN nalions,
“Malaysia has the longesl
lasting and most successful
reform and development of
its financial sector while the
Philippines achieved little
progress and had probably
retrogressed since the 1960s
because of weak presidential

leadership and an unruly
Congress,” says an Asian
Development Bank study. A
World Bank study cited
Ramos® “weak lcadership
and cconomic incompe-
tence.”

Mr. Ramos thought he
could the chronic
power shortage through au-
thoritarian powers he sought
from Congress and billions
of dollars he borrowed from
forcign creditors. Freedom
from Debt Coalition and the
British charity Oxram
blasted the IMF-World Bank
policy of “putting creditors
first before the interests and
welfare of the poor™ which
has impoverished the Phil-
ippines.

How is the Ramos gov-
ernment coping with debis?
Legislators are demanding
that acting Finance Scc.
Ernest Leung seck debt
condonation. Leung said
only couniry-to-couniry (b
lateral) loans representing
38% from Swilzerland and
France have been provided
debt relief. Some 31% ol the
loans come from Japan.

The 22% multilateral
loans of the IMF, World
Bank and ADB and 22%
commercial loans are be-

solve

yond restructuring because
the funds are lent to other
developing countries. Be-
cause some over-borrowing
countrics have not been run-
ning their economies well,

the IMF has placed certain
conditionalities which iy
be good lor a particular
country but not for the oth-
ers, Leung suid.

Congress gave the old
dog Central Bank a new
collar: Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas withoul wiping out
its outstanding debt. When

the law creating the Central *

Monectary Authorily was
passed, the BSF sought P124
billion write-off from the
PI51 billion government
deposits. But now Rep.
Roilo Golez says it is ask-
ing lor P145 billion of P21
billion more write-off. The
BSP incurs at the outsel a
P28.6 billion delicit which,
consolidated with the public
scctor debt, stunds at P49.8
billion.

MORE DEFICITS

Is there anything more
stupid than starting ofl a
national budget with a del)-
cil that would compound the
current outstanding delicit
when Congress can slash so
many questionable expenses
like pork barrel (increased
by Pl mullion for cach leg-
islator in 1994), la1 allow-
ances for the Ollice ol the
President, Cabinet secretar-
ies and the bureaucracy?

The P25.6 billion 1994
national budget deficit is
expected to be covered by
14 new tax measures still to
be acted upon by Congress.
Legislators are reluctant to

enact more tax laws but may
consider the restructuring of
the documentary stamp tax
which could generate PS
billion and the expansion ol
the value-added tax to raise
P2 billion. But only P5.34
billion can be expecied oul
ol the P11.54 billion ex-
pected from the new taxes,
says Rep. Edcel Lagman.
The P25.6 billion deficit
is only for the national bud-
get. The entire public sector
debt will be P45.43 billion
for 1993 and P49.80 billion
for 1994, Unless the revenue
enhancement measures are
enforced. the consolidated
public sector deficit will
exceed P100 million because

EX-PRES. AQUINO: Fly-overs.

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Quezon City, Metro Manila

3.C-2,41-C-1-B-2.C-3,41-C-1-B-2-C-4,41-C-1-B-2.©-5,
41.C1.B-2-C 6,(LRC)Psd-82134 andLot41-C-1-B-B-1-
B-2,Psd-49-19, LRC Rec. No. 1037) situatedin the capitol
District, Quezon City, Island of Luzon, x x x x; containing

of the decline in revenue
collection due to economic
slowdown and P20 billion
fresh capital pumped into the
Bangko Sentral.

Leung proposes to whip
up P20 billion in Iwo years
from the sale of government
assels and P9.8 billion from
the P1.50,levy on every liter
of gasoline to make it P11.
The government will also
jack up to 50% contributions
to the national government
of the Pagcor (Phil. Amuse-
ment and Games Corp.), the
Philippine Charity Sweep-
stakes Office, and Duty-Free
Shops.

LOSING SALES

For the P20 billion ex-
pected to be realized from
the sale of government as-
sets, the Finance Department
has allocated P23.189 billion
lo service the debis of these

billion Petron Corp. to Ku-
wail investors and 20%
through public bidding.
Senators also opposed the
plan to privatize Peiron be-
cause the government will
lose its countervailing fac-
tor against Caltex and Shell
international companies in
maintaining oil price stabil-
ity. Selling Petron to foreign-
ers will allow them to dic-
tate the firm’s policies so
that the state would lose its
hold on the domestic oil
market, Sen. Gloria M. Ar-
royo pointed oul.

No consensus was
reached on the government
plan to sell 40% of Petron’s
60% equity in December
because “it had no popular
support.” The labor groups
believed the government
should allow Petron em-
ployes to own most of the
company shares instead of
selling them to foreign in-
veslors.

The President is spurring
the sale of the PNB, Meralco
and the Government Service
and Insurance System’s 70%
shares in the historic Manila
Hotel to generate some P32
billion, also the National
Steel Corp. Belween Mrs.
Aquino and Mr. Ramos, the
Philippines’ patrimony is
being ravaged.

INACCURATE
GROWTH

NEDA Director Cielito
Habito, who authored the
ambitious but unrealistic
Medium-Term Development
Plan on which Ramos’'
“Philippines 2000 is an-
chored, ventured a 6.5%

an area ol FOUR HUNDRED (400) SQUARE METERS,
more or less. x x x registered in accordance with the
provisions of the Land Registration Act in the name of
ROSALINDA U. INOCENTES, Filipino, of legal age, mar-
ned to BENIGNO C. INOCENTES, x x x x.*

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the said writof execution and in
accordance with Section 18, Rule 39, of the Rules of Court of the
Philippines, the Ex-Officio Shenltf of Quezon City thru the under-
signed Ceputy Sheriff, hereby gives notice to all interested parties
and announces to the public in general that on October 18, 1993 at
10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter atthe main entrance
of the Justice Hall Building, Quezon City Hall complex, Diliman,
Quezon City, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for
cash in Philippine currency, the above-described real estate prop-
erty in order to satisfy the said writ, the lawful tees and expenses in
conneclion with the sale

firms: P11.512 billion for
1993 and P11.677 lor 1994,
Since payments of the debts
are stretched over five to ten

growth for 1994 coming
from a standstill in the past
two years and a hall because
of the debilitating power oul-
ages.

Sen. Ernesto Maceda
challenged Habito Lo resign
if the 6.5% economic growth
largel is nol met. In fact the
administralion has scaled
down the 1993 growth from
3.5% to 2.5% which is still

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,
CIVIL CASE NO, 92-088

RTC. BRANCH 137 MAKAT! MM years, the government will

conlinue servicing them long
alter the firms are sold.

The heavily-indebted cor-
porations are the Napocor,
Semirara Coal and Paper
Industries Corp. of the Phil-
ippines.

versus -

ROSALINDA INOCENTES,
Defendant.

F IFF' A

WHEREAS, by virtue of a Writ of Execution issued in the abova-
entitied case by the HON. SANTIAGO RANADA, JR., Judge of the

Y

Regional Trial Count, Branch 137, Makati, Metro Manila, to enforce a
firal jucdgment ordering the defendant Rosalinda Inocentes to pay the
plaintiff San Miguel Corporation, the total sum as stated in the said
writ, kevy on was made thru the Register of Deeds of Quazon City on
April 1, 1993, upon all the rights, title, interest and/or participation
which the defendant may have on the real estate property together
with all the improvements existing or found therein and more particu-
larly described as follows, to wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 271908
BOOK NO. T-1364; PAGE NO. 108

Y

*Aparcelofland (Lot 25, Rlock 10 of the consolidation:
subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-11864, Sheet 1, being a por-
tionof the consolidation of Lots 41-C-1-B-2:C-1,41-C-1-2-

Prospective bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for them-
selves the litle of the property and encumbrances il any there be.
Real property sold at public auction is subject to redemption
within One (1) year from the date of registration of the Sherift's
Certificate of Sale to the Registry of Deeds of Quezon City,
Quezon City, Metro Manila, Sept. 17, 1993,

FOR THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF:

(Sgd.) RUFINO P. SALINDONG

WE FORUM
Seplt. 27 & Oct. 4, 1993

By:

Deputy Sheriff

Organized labor mounted
opposition to the sale of 40%
ol the most profitable P9

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice 15 hereby given 1hal 1he
estato of the lale ISABEL MOJICA
DEL ROSARIO who dled intestata at
Indang, Cavite on February 26, 1965
was extrajudicially settled among her
heirs par document anterad as Doc
No' 113, Page No 24, Book No 48
Series ol 1993 ol Notary Public Atly
Liberly S Peraz of Quazon City

WE FORUM
Sept. 20, 27 & OcL 4, 1993

high considering that a mere
1.7% Gross Domestic Prod-
uct was registered for the
lirst semester. Habito admit-
ted it will require 5.1% in
the second half to ' the
3.5% targel.

In drawing up the 1994
growth rate target, the De-
velopment Budgel Coordi-
nating Committee adopted a
2.5% base [or 1993,

Continued on page 6
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Inner Mongolia unearths
China’s oldest culture

By ZHOU MEIYUE

ELJING — The belief that Chi-
na’s oldest culture existed in

the Yellow River Valley 5,000

to 7,000 years ago has been put in
doubt by an even more ancient relic
discovered in southwestern Inner
Mongolia.

Xinglongwa Village. unearthed by ar
chaeologist Yang Hu and his colleagues, has
proved to be a mid-neolithic village dating
back about 7.500 years. The village. circled
by a two-metre-wide trench. is the oldest
and most completely preserved remains of
a primitive village yel unearthed in China.

That conclusion stems from a 10-year
effort of Mr. Yang, 54, associate professor
with the Archacological Research Institute
(ARI) under the Chinese Academy of So-
cial Sciences (CASS). In 1982, he first got
what he describes as “an impression” when
making a survey of cultural relics in this
vast and strange land.

Tian Jingyang, the head of present-day
Xinglongwa Village, told him that the easi-
ern part of the village was “a scene of
devastation (where) no one likes (o go ex-
cept for farming. The land after the plow
usually looks as if coloured in light grey,
in contrast to the yellow soil in other paris
of the village.” The headman had also found
pottery fragments there, “which appear quite
different from today’s pottery,”

Mr. Yang and his colleagues immedialely
made a search on the spot. They have since
made five excavations, covering 25,000
square metres out of whal is believed Lo be
a 30,000-square-metre primitive village.

“The Xinglongwa is much more complete
than the famous Banpo Village in northwest-
ern China’s Shaanxi Province, known as the
Yangshao Culture and traditionally regarded
as the origin of Chinese civilisation. The
Xinglongwa relic is in a good state of pres-
ervation and provides rich malerial for the
study of the New Stone Age, and is signifi-
cant for rewriting China’s prehistoric
chronicle,” says Mr. Yang.

The China Cultural Relics Journal lists
the find among the country’s 10 most im-
portant archaeological discoveries of 1992.

The relic is located on a hillock by the
Mangniu River, a tributary of the Dalinghe
River running adjacent to the eastern part
of the Great Wall. Mr. Yang believes the
ancient villagers farmed with a hoe-like
stone implement, processed grains with
millstones and hunted and gathered food at
the same time. Archacologists have found
house foundations, coffin pits, funeral ob-
jects, jade ornaments, stone and bone imple-
ments, along with poltery, deer horns and

Xinglongwa is the oldest and most completely

preserved remains of a primitive village yet

unearthed in China

CREDENTIALS: President Ramos receives the credentials of Badam-Ochiryn
Doljintseren, new non-resident Ambassador of Mongolia to the Philippines, in
Malacanang. Ambassador Doljintseren conveyed the greetings of Mongolian President
Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat to the Chiel Executive. (Malacarang Photo)

walnut shells.

“We believe the remains represent one
ol the earliest primitive cultures in northern
China, and we have named it the
“Xinglongwa culture,” says Mr. Yang, a
graduate of the Archaeological Department
of Beijing University. He has studied the
New Stone Age and makes regular visits to
Xinglongwa in Inner Mongolia every year.

He says the Xinglongwa houses are ac-
tually caves, shaped like a grave and built
on reclangular or square foundations. They
have no doorway leading lo the house,
“probably for the sake of safety or keeping
warm.” Mr. Yang believes the ancienl
dwellers had to enter from skylights and
climb down a ladder standing inside the
house.

Archaic Chinese literature says the Wuji
People, a minority in northeast China’s
Heilongjiang Province, in the Northern and
Southern Dynasties (420-589), lived in a
“grave-shaped cave and gol in and oul via

a ladder.”

Mr. Yang and his colleagues have exca-
vated more than 130 rooms. built in orderly
fashion in 10 lines. In the middle of the
village is & spacious room of about 140
square metres, which might be for public
use. He says the rest appear to be homes lor
“we found broken potlery and deer horns
and shoulder blades of animals on the floor,
along with cellars for storing food.”

The houses of the early stage of the
Xinglongwa Culture also differ markedly
from those of the later stage. The early
houses line up in an orderly way inside the
trench, scemingly the result of deliberate
design. Those built laler are nol so regu-
larly lined up. Some even stand outside the
trench snd the rooms are smaller, probably
built afier the original caved in. The archi-
tectural technology scems more advanced
in the later stage, with several holes for
pillars tidily distributed on the well-rammed
tloor.

What interests archaeologists are the
colfin pits dug inside rather than outside the
houses. especially one with the skeleton of
two pigs lying by the right side of human
remains. “That's rare in China,” says Mr.
Yang. “"Generally we find funeral objects
such as pig jawbones and heads, stone
implements and earthenware bul never the
whole pig.”

Also discovered were several jade orna-
ments including a pair of earrings, “They
arc the earliest jade articles known in
China.” Mr. Yang points oul.

Xinglongwa villagers had not acquired
such a lechnology as sand sifting, as the
Banpo villagers did. The utensils are carved
with lines, compared with those found in
the Yellow River Valley which are made of
raw clay and decorated with rope marks
pressed into the clay, There are also fewer
modes ol pottery in Xinglongwa than in the
Yangshao culture.

Mr. yang claims that with its peculiar way
ol existence, the Xinglongwa culture repre-
sents a “new human community™ yet to be
studied.

Similar bone and stone unplements have
also been found in Chahai village 11 west-
ern Liaoning Province, lo the cast of
Xinglongwa, and Baiying Changban Village
in Inner Mongolia, west of Xinglongwa.
Though the relics from these two places
belong 1o a bit later age, they can be in-
cluded in the Xinglongwa culiure,

“In this way, we may conclude that the.
Xinglongwa culture consists of three off-
shoots — Chahai, Baiying Changhan and
Xinglongwa ilself — and is distributed in
southeastern Inner Mongolia and western
Liaoning Province. So the discovery of
Xinglongwa affords an important clue for
secking the origin of the nationalities in this
region, along with their roles in the forma-
tion of the 56 Chinese nationalities,” Mr.
Yang says.

Mr. Yong maintains the Xinglongwa
culture is probably an origin of the Hongshan
culture. The Hongshan culture (about 5,000
to 6,500 years ago) used to be regarded as
4 descendant of the Yangshao culture.

Mr. Yang believes that the Hongshan
cultire, first discovered in Hongshan (or Red
Hill). 250 Kilometres to the
Xinglongwa, from the
Xinglongwa, because the Hongshan relics
found in

west of
originated

mingle with what has been
Xinglongwa Village.
“Therefore Xinglongwa is parallel to those
cultures in the Yellow River Valley,” he says,
“The Yellow River basin is not necessarily

Continued on page 6
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Population growth reduces food consumption

MANILA — Population growth has
reached the point where it is now beginning
to reduce the amount of food consumed per
person worldwide, reports a new book by
the Washington. D.C.-based Worldwatch
Institute.

This is the first clear sign of a broad-
based decline in consumption that gocs
beyond Africa, reducing average food n-
take for the world as a whole.

The three main food-producing sectors
— farms, livestock ranges and oceanic fish-
eries — are no longer keeping pace with
the growth in human numbers. As a result.
food needs of 91 million people added each
year are being satisfied partly by reducing
consumplion among those already here, say
the authors.

The new assessment finds that efforts to
expand output of all basic foods face emerg-
ing environmental constraints — including
the capacity of the oceans to yield seafood,
of grasslands to support livestock, of crops
to use fertilizer, and of the hydrological
cycle to produce fresh waler.

Authored by Lester R. Brown and the
Worldwatch research staff, the new volume
shows that world grain output per person,
which climbed 40 percent between 1950 and
1984, has fallen 8 percent over the last 8
years. This decline since 1984 has its ori-
gins in the lack of growth in cropland area,
irrigation water supplies, and fertilizer use.

Growth in the area of land used to pro-

duce grain, which had been climbing slowly
for three decades, came 1o a halt in 19¥1,
accelerating the shrinkage in the area per
person. The world’s irrigated area per per-
son expanded 28 per cent from mid-century
to 1978, but with the spreading scarcily ol
fresh water since then it has shrunk by 7
percent.

Even more disturbing, Li
technologies in prospect thal can restore the
3 percent annual growth in the world grain
harvest that prevailed from 1950 through
1984, a growth that reduced hunger through-
out the world.

Grasslands have supplied ever-growing
amounts of beel and mutton lor human
consumption. But now. the book poinis oul,
grassiands are being pushed 1o — or be-
yond — the limits ol their capacity on cvery
continent, leaving lhittle remaining polential
for further expansion of meal production
Irom grazing.

Oceanic fisheries, too. are under stress.
Since mid-century, the rapidly growing de-
mand for scafood hus been satistied by
expanding the occanic caich some 4.6-lold.
To meet demand. nations expanded thaer
fishing fleets, sent them larther, and
equipped them with more sophisticated tech-
nologies. But this expansion has now ended.
Marine biologists at the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) estimale
that the 1989 catch ol 100 million tons is
the maximum that occanic lisheries can

reoare no new

DECLINE: Average food Intake reduced.

sustain.

Of all the indicators quantified by the
book. however, the most disturbing trend
challenging policymakers 1s the relentless
growth in population.

During the 1970s, declining fertility held
out hope for getting the brakes on popula-
tion growth before it began to undermine
living standards. That trend was not sus-
lained. however.

As a result of this loss of momentum,
world population has, more than doubled

since 1950, pushing demands beyond the
sustainable yield of natural systems in many
countries, Failure to gel the brakes on popu-
lation growth before this happened has put
the world in a difficult position.

In the meantime, the trends suggest that
if the decline in grain production per person
since 1984 continues, hunger will spread
during the nineties, threatening the survival
of more and more of those who subsisL on
the lower rungs of the global economic lad-
der. (DEPTHnews)

Ramos top . ..

NIC-HOOD TARGET

President Ramos is fast-
racking the attainment of
Newly-Industrialized Coun-
ry status by the year 2000.
Jow can Mr. Ramos speak
)f industrializing when the
:ountry cannol produce
:nough rice to feed i's 64

Continued from page 4

million population? All of
Asia’s NICs developed their
agriculture first through radi-
cal agrarian reform programs
to produce the raw materials
for their factories.

The Ramos adminisira-
tion has not “even in rhelo-
ric” given allention lo agrar-

ian reform. says Freedom
from Debt Coalition’s
Filomeno Sta. Ana. Govern-
ment failure to distribute
land under the CARP is
being overtaken by the rush
in converting farmlands into
residential, commercial and
industrial uses.

“Any development plan
should aim to achieve not
just growth, but also seck Lo
reduce poverly, raise in-
comes, and atlain a more
equitable distribution of
wealth,” says Sta. Ana. In
their haste to industrialize,
Sta. Ana ciled mistakes com-
mitted by the NICs in sup-
pressing human rights and
destroying the environment.

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Makati, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFICIO SHERIFF

UNITRUST DEVELOPMENT BANI,

Morigagee,
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as
amended by ACT 4118,
Sps. EMMANUEL T. OCOP
and ENABELLA OCOP,

- Versus -

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed ol Real Estale Mortgage
dated 30 July 1991, as amended on 2 October 1992, executed by
mortgagors Sps EMMANUEL T. OCOP & ANABELLA OCOP, in
favor of the morigages UNITRUST DEVELUPMENT BANK, te
satisfy the morigage debt in the amount of P3,190,511,. 76 PESOS,
in Philippine curraney, plus all lawful fees and expensas of iosselns

ure sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of RTC Makati, Metro Manila, hereby
announces that on Oct. 27, 1993 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or
soon therealter, in front of the Main Entrance of the Mun. Bldg. of
Makati, located at J, P, Rizal St,, Makati, Metro Manila, he or any of
his lawful sheriffs, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and
forcash, in Philippine currency the following real property with all its
improverments, towit;

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 148464

“A parcel of land (Lot 5, Block 57 of the subd. plan Psd-32458,
Sheet 2, being a portion of Lot 3-C, described on plan Psd-16304,
G.L.R.O. Record No. ), situated in the Bo. of Guadalupe,
Mun. of Makati, Prov, of Rizal. x x x Containing an area of THREE
HUNDRED ONE (301) SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoinedtoinvesti-
gate for themselves the lille 1o the said real property and the
encumbrances thereon, it any there be

Makati, Metro Manila, 13 September 1993

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M, ESCASINAS, JR.
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheritf

(Sgd.) RODOLFO M. TERNIDA
Sherifl Incharge
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He cited President Ramos’
campaign for emergency
powers from Congress Lo
cope with the power crisis
which apparently is nol
working oul.

The “economic miracles™
of East Asia achieved suc-
cess by observing the right
basics of sound budgelary
policies, high savings, cul-
ling down expenses and in-
tensifying revenue collec-
tions. Singapore soared 1o
the top of the world’s savers
with 45% of its Gross Do-
mestic Product while the
Philippines slumped from
34th to 65th place which
makes it the “Sick Man of

Inner...

Continued from page 5

the exclusive origin of Chi-
nese nationalities, as tradition-
ally thought.”

What remains a myslery is
which social system — the
maltriarchal, patriarchal or any
other — the Xinglongwa
cullure maintained. “Person-
ally, I have not found the
answer,” says Mr. Yang.
(Depthnews Asia)

Asia.”

There is nu way a coun-
try steeped in ballooning
foreign debt, public sector
and budgetary deficits,
plunging revenues, depen-
dence on foreign and inter-
nal borrowings, with a Presi-
dent who would rather see
the world on a free govern-
ment ticket than attend to
solving the country’s mal-
aise, can ever hope for eco-
nomic recovery.

Notwithstanding, President
Ramos has resorted (o
drunken spending which he
calls “pump-priming” infra-
structure projects. The Bud-
get and Management Depart-
ment projects the Ramos gov-
ernment will spend P2.596
trillion from 1993 1o 1998.
This dwarfs the Aquino
regime's P1.7 trillion ex-
penses. How can Mr, Ramos
rationalize this [renzy 1o
spend as a means lo achieve
economic progress which will
sink the country deeper into
debt?

If this is the Ramos [or-
mula for NIC-hood, which
runs counter to sound man-
agemenlt, then Philippine eco-
nomic progress is doomed.
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The privileged class

THE BEST thing that can possibly happen to anyone in this country

is to be a government official, whether elected or appointed. With the

known subservience of the Filipino to authority, even a bum is el-
evated to a pantheon reserved only for the gods. Suddenly he becomes a
highly privileged person.

And you can flaunt it, as they are now flaunting it. Members of the
low house are now sporting exclusive low-numbered license plates on their
cars. The number is “8" and it violates the law banning the use of low-
numbered car plates by all government officials. Perhaps the so-called law-
makers are of the opinion that laws are made to be broken by them, sincé
they are a special ilk.

Another breed of these “specials’ are officials of the judiciary who were
reportedly given protocol plates starting with number 5 for the head honcho
and down to 16 for the judges. Upon request of the chief justice (who should
not have asked, in the first place), they were allegedly exempted from the
rule through an executive order signed by Franklin Drilon when he was
executive secretary. Drilon has not explained why he did it but speculations
are rife that he wanted a low number himself. For a time, people thought
that this roly-poly guy was an exemplary Cabinet official who had enough
spunk to do what was right. His action had shown him for what he truly
is and now the public can believe that he indeed used the Philippine National
Bank’s resources to further his wife’s ambitions with the Philippine Bar
Association. One simply cannot trust anyone these lousy days, especially the
guys who have anything to do with dispensing justice and congressmen. If
they were fated to a career in the police or military establishment, they will
most probably be kidnapping Chinese-Filipino millionaires or robbing banks.

Manuel Bruan of the Land Transportation Commission reportedly
admitted issuing the special license plates, because, according to him, his
office has been swamped with requests from officials concerned. Strange
reasoning but what can one expect from a retired military man? As reports
on criminality all over the country has shown, they are only good at abusing
those who cannot fight back and the helpless, even murdering them for not
honoring their ugly faces. But in front of authority, let’s say a politician
or a judge or a government official, they can only cringe and grovel. Simian
minds will never comprehend when authority exceeds it bounds and become
abusive. They must keep their job, that they comprehend.

Easier task for ABB

r I YHERE IS an optimistic angle to this business of low-numbered car
plates. The hoodlums in robes, the hoodlums in coat and tie, and the
hoodlums in barongs will be easier to spot by the dispensers of true

justice in this country, the Alex Boncayao Brigade. Just by scanning the
newspapers, the ABB equalizers will realize who are inside a car with let’s
say, a Number 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8. The trouble is, there are a number
of good and decent among those sporting these numbers, although if they
are sensible they will not display such car plates.

Take the senators, for instance. Some of those who voted to kick out
the Americans at the US Naval Base in Subic are not there anymore and
even those so-called patriots still graced (the word is used advisedly) that
chamber are exemplars of decency who deserve the people’s respect and
continuing support. The same is true with the low house where Jerome Paras
is a member (take note, ABB). There are congressmen who do not succumb
to Jose de Venecia’s financial blandishments and in fact expose his shenani-
gans all the time. The same does not hold true for the governors, the mayors,
and such bums, however, which should make it easy for the terminators.
According to plan, their names would be embossed on the plates, perhaps
1o impress the peasants and make them genuflect on the streets whenever
their majesties pass by. The genuine patriots at the ABB, therefore, will find
it child’s play tagging the governor or mayor deserving of their attention.
They can easily spot Alfredo Lim’s or Jejomar Binay’s car, and they will
know these gentlemen are rendering exemplary service to their ¢onstituents,
although the latter sometimes behave like a goon. Now, if they bag another
whose idea of public service has been to transfer to his pocket a good portion
ef the city’s income all these years, the people there will pray, if not start
& novena, for the ABB’s good health. As for the governors, hitting just one,
®t’s say, in Cavite, would be quite a feat.

Continued on page §

The Cardinal’s sin

BY THIS time, the furor raised by His
Immensity — sorry, Eminence — Jaime
Cardinal Sin with his sermon against the
dead Dictator (“No compromise with evil.”
he was quoled as saying in response to the
Loyalists’s clamor for state honors before
the former's burial in Batac) — the furor
must have died down. Bul noone, least of
all the Marcos lamily, will forgive Sin for
his big mouth and, much more. forget what
he said.

To me, it seems only yesterday when |
saw His Eminence on tecvee, raising the
hands of the Dictator during one of his BD
celebrations and shouting out his lungs,
“Mabuhay ang Pangulong Marcos!”

Aruiza's (Polotan's?) From Malacanang
to Makiki describes Sin as one who lives up
to his name. Which may be right.

The way he looks to me, His Eminence
is a balimbing of the “sacred” order, ‘one
who's more a politician than a religious man.

Unfortunately for this nation, many believes
in Sin nore often than not. They include a
former  “ory Cabinet speechwriter whose fa-
ther has savaged the Cardinal for his stand
against population control and, almost unbe-
lievably. Eddie Boy. | like 1o belicve it was
Sin’s blast which firmed up Eddie’s decision
not to attend the funeral rites for his cousin
and erstwhile benefacior.

$in's sin, it's obvious, is that he talks
loo much, and he talks about things he
shouldn't talk about. Like politics. For

ONE’S WORTH

politics isn’t the business of professing
people of Ged. Christ, who disdained poli-
tics and rose above it, should be their role
model. Priests should leave politics to the
politicians. Instead, they should concentrate
on spiritual matlers.

LR LS

That reported raid on Mirlam’s resi-
dence made for headlines not only In Pinas
but also abroad. Whether Eddie likes It
or not, the incident served to bolster
Miriam’s edectoral protest. The rald was
“politically motivated,” as the felsty
Ilongga said.

I den’t kmow, but I just feel that
Miriam will win her protest. Honestly, I
beliowe she won the polls — but lost In
the soumting.

bk

Ne smwunt of denial by Malacaiang will

ncgaw the fact that, as one newspaper re-

Continued on page 8
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A threat to nat’l security

CONCERNED CPAs in the Philippines
remember very warmly the late Fernando
A. Fernando, 1969 vice president for exter-
nal relations of the Philippine Institute of
CPAs or PICPA, because Nanding lirst
raised the issue against international audit-
ing firms operating in Asia, in a speech he
delivered in Singapore at the Sixth Confer-
ence of Asian and Pacific Accounlants in
August 1970. That is more than 23 years
ago today, certainly a very long time of
hibernation on the part of government ofti-
cials who should have done something
concrete about such a threat to nalional
security, which Nanding seriously raised in
1970.

To remind one more with a deep fecling
of frustration over such long period of hi-
bernation, 1 suggest for deep reading and
seriously at that, the following books: “The
Troubled Money Business™ by Richard D.
Crawford and William W. Sihler, “The Big
Eight” (now The Big Six in Auditing). “The
Lean Years” by Richard J. Bamnelt, co-au-
thor of “Global Reach,” which should also
open our eyes to the might and power of
transnational corporations or TNCs, and
Nimia P. Arroyo's “Auditing The Account-
ing Profession.” And of course, more im-
portantly, the Briefing Document about the
Takeover of the Sycip, Gorres, Velayo &
Co. Practice, which now forms a part of the
Arthur Andersen Worldwide Organization
(AAWOQ) or Arthur Andersen Society Co-

operative (AASC). which comes into focus
now because ol the termination of the ser-
vices of 35 redundated employes of SGV &
Co., which is allowed to use the same name
whenever convenienl.

The Department of Labor should look
very seriously into this dismissal done
without due process and the Burcau of
Internal Revenue should look very seriously
into the tax aspect of such lakeover, con-
sidering that Jose Ong. former BIR Com-
missioner before Commissioner Chato and
formerly in charge of SGV s tax department,
according to a reliable source, has interfered
in contested assessments of SGV clients, and
Manuel Alcantara of SGV was a [requent
visitor of Ong during his term. Considening.
too. that A. Sormano Air Corporation. A.
Soriano Cancer Rescarch Foundation, A.
Soriano Foundation and A. Soriano Corpo-
ration are all audit clients of SGV and San
Miguel Corporation. to which Boy Blue del
Rosario has been connecied lor many. many

years and that Boy Blue is the patron of

Commissioner Chato, how will i1 alfect the
tax collection effort of the BIR? The fact
alone that during the incumbency ol Com
missioner Tan, who 1% an olficer ol the
Philippine Business For Social Progress
which is an SGV audil client, he compro-
mised the tax liability of San Miguel
Corporation at a very low amount and he
was not even authorized lo do so and even
allowed SGV 1o make a management audil

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
PHILIPPINE VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE
MILITARY SHRINES SERVICE
PVAC Bldg., Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo
Quezon City

INVITATION TO BID

The Military Shrines Service, PVAQ hereby invites interested Contractors for furnish-

ing labor, materials and equipment to complete construction of PERIMETER FENCING
247 LM (PHASE ), REFILLING OF SOIL MATERIALS AND DRAINAGE (PHASE 1)
ENTRANCE GATE, ENTRANCE CONCRETE PAVEMENT AND ELECTRICAL WORKS
(PHASE Ill) at Balantang Memorial Cematery National Shrine, Jaro, lloilo.

Sealed proposal bids for the above projects will ba received at the Office of the-Chief,
Military Shrines Service, PVAC Building, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City
and will be publicly open at 10:00 A.M. on 6 October 1993 in the presence of the
participating bidders.

1. All proposal bids must be accomplished by a bidders bond in the amount of 2.56%
of the total bid price in the form of Cash, Certified Checks, Manager's Checks, Bank Draft
or Surety Bond issued by the GSIS or Private Surety Companies accredited by the Central
Tender Board.

2. Interested Contractors are invited to secure their pre-qualification documents on 21
September to 27 September 1993 at the Office of the Military Shrines Service, PVAC
Building, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

3. All Contractors participating in the bids are advice that the winning bidders should
be closed to or nearest to the Approved Agency Estimate (AAE), which will be announced
before the opening of the bid on 6 October 1993.

The Military Shrines Service reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any
formality therein, and to award the Contract to the bidders whose bid is evaluated to be
the most advantageous to the Government.

(Sgd.) OSIAS S. ABANDO
Chief

WE FORUM
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of RISI. the computer system of the BIR
which contains all the data ol our taxpay-
ers. is this not a rcal threat to national
security. falling into the hands of AAWO
or AA & Co., Societe Cooperative? Do we
have to resurrect Nimia P. Arroyo to remind
us that we are already trapped and our
leaders are doing nothing about this threat?

Dear readers. SGV & Co., has about
3,000 clients, more or less, and they have
only 1.500 professionals who are not even
all CPAs. How can they possibly audit on
a ycar-round basis such big corporations like
San Miguel Corporation, Del Monte Corpo-
ration, Caltex Philippines, Inc. and subsid-
iarics. banks, manufacturing firms, founda-
tions. NGOs. Phil.-American Life Insurance
Co. and other insurance companies, oil
companies and many other competing cli-
ents and even supply consulting services,
L'(]I]]pll{l..'[ ‘illppl'll'l \'chiCCS, Cnmplllcr Sup—
porl services, lax services, stock valuation
services and name it — they have it, in-
cluding proper connections which they cer-
tainly have aplenty. Are we not worried as
a nation about the threat to national security
aspect, as voiced by Nanding as early as
19707 And to think that Washington Sycip,
of Chinese ancestry and an American citi-
zen al thal, was even given the Ramon
Magsaysay Award. Do we really have to
reward greed and opportunistic leamnings
which already amount to gluttony, a capital
sin? And what of the redundated 35 em-
ployes who are now the subject of entice-
ment by SGV & Co., notably Charlie
Alindada, so that they will not fight their
greedy masters? Are they (o give up their

principles for economic reasons so that by
March 1994 when the union meets on the
new Collective Bargaining Agreement, the
union has already been busted? 1 shudder at
the thought that our public officials are
neglecting the principled portion of our
society, who are so alone in their flight for
a better deal for those who have less in life
and who are the victims of greed and op-
portunism,

Today is the [irst death anniversary of
then Human Rights Commission Chairman
Mary Concepcion Baultista, more popularly
known as MaryCon and Mary to her many
friends and supporters. Mary for many years
was the vice president and legal counsel of
the Kilusan Ng Mga Mamimili ng Pilipinas,
Ink. or KMPI, without any remuneration
whatsoever, for she had a big hearl for the
oppressed and marginalized consumers of
this country. Her services to our country and
our people can hardly be duplicated by
present day activists. She marched in the
streets as a street parliamentarian, fighting
the evils of those times. We miss her very
badly for if she were alive today, definitely
and without doubt, she would be helping us
in our fight in behalf of the 35 redundated
SGV & Co. employes.

(More next week)

Editorial . ..

Continued from page 7

A word of caution to the ABB. Spare Nos. 1 and 2. So far, they have
done well for the people. More power.

Good move by Senate

HE GOOD news is out, the Senate has junked the indecent proposal
by the low house to amend the Constitution preparatory to a shift
to a parliamentary system of government. The senators feel there are
better things to do than accommodating the congressmen’s obscene desire
to prolong their tenure by mangling the fundamental law of the land. The
low house proposal would in effect extend the three-year terms of congress-
men, governors and mayors to five years. Thus they get another two years
without sweat, a gift handed to the locals on a silver platter. Reminiscent

of Antonio Sanchez being “gifted.”

The Senate should stand firm on this issue. The people expect no less
from it.

Max NOBLE

ported, the President will spend no less than
P20 million for his state visit to USA.

And maybe just a little less for his visit
to Indonesia.

Who was that “momi-momi” head of the
National Housing Authority who said we're
a rich country pretending to be poor?

The guy was wrong insofar as Eddie is
concerned. He tours a lot, and tours in style.

Continued from page 7

LE B L

Joker Arroyo asks rhetorically If
Eddle’s decision to create an antl-graft
superbody, similar to PACC, reflects his
dissatisfaction with the performance of the
Ombudsman’s office.

What else, Joker? Unless Eddle’s jok-
Ing the father of the bosswoman of the
Presidential Management Staff.
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What happened to the Bunye case?

IT SEEMS incvitable, given the senti-
ments in both Malacanang and the House ol
Representatives that a new Constitution is
again in the offing. It is strange that we
keep arguing for a written Constitution lor
the stability it offers and yct we Keep on
amending. nay even changing the Conslilu-
tion ever so often. Maybe we should jusi
oft for the British style — unwritten constitu-
tion which has served the British Empire
through the years — as stable as the Briush
monarchy.

If we must amend the present Conslitu-
tion perhaps it is best to call for a Consti-
tutional Convention to once and [or all wrile
a new charter which must survive Lhrough
the years, At least the 1935 Charter sur-
vives from the commonwealth days 1o the
Third Republic had it not been [or martial
law. On record, at least, | can say that | was
among the very few who questioned the
1971 Charter call when [ went to the Su-
preme Court and warned that the tampering
of the Constitution will lead to instability.
What happened since then seemed prophelic.
Anyway if we cannot avoid having to amend
the Cory Constitution — which, indeed has
so many flaws, so be it but let us do it
properly by calling for a Constitutional
Convention to coincide with the 1995 elec-
tions.

Ity

Generals, colonels tagged In land grab
scam by the DENR. Is it news? The truth
Is, right in Quezon City soldlers and police
are engaged In land grabbing which has
counted former Senator Eva Kalaw’s
property as among those Invaded. This is
Just a stone’s throw away from City Hall
in Tandang Sora and yet the Kalaws can
hardly impose their rights of ownership
because troops of soldiers and policemen
scare the Kalaw guards away. One time
a certain Capt. Aquino who said he was
from the NCRDC, AFP brought a platoon
of heavily armed soldiers Inside the Kalaw
property, disarmed the security guards
and threatened bloodshed If they are not
permitted within because It appears that
this Capt. Aquino had built a house In-
side even without the permission of the
Kalaws. Akala siguro nitong si Aquino
police state tayo.

LR L

By the way what has happened to the

IN MY CORNER..£

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

criminal case against Mayor Bunye of
Muntinlupa and his councilors which was
liled in the Sandiganbayan? Bunye relused
10 be suspended and went 1o the Supreme
Court and until now nothing has been heard
from the mighty court. Tutulog Rava ang
kaso doon? In the meantiime Mayor Bunye
laughing at all detractors in
Muntinlupa. The irony here i1s that Bunye
may never be tried and his detractors may
he the ones to enter Munti itsell, That's
justice in this country, lolks. . .

L 2 & 8 4

1% his

There's another notorious person
roaming around Bulacan in the person of
the brother of Governor Obet
Pagdanganan. This notorious brother has
been abusing people In Bulacan — maul-
ing or shooting anyone at the slightest
hint. Recently he again figured in a shoot-
Ing Incident Involving a jeepney driver
which hurt a passenger. Bakit hindi ito
hinuhuli? Why are the authorities look-
Ing the other way around regarding the
abuses of this Kkin of Governor
Pagdanganan? [ba yata ang hustisya sa
Bulacan at iba naman sa Calauan? Call-
Ing Erap and his vaunted PACC or
PACCMEN.
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“RP share of ODA funds in peril” —
headline story. ODA relers to Official De-
velopment Assistance which we get from
foreign funding to linance our various eco-
nomic projects and infrastructures. But ac-
cording to ADB President Kimimasa
Tarumizu, we may be lefl behind by other
Asian states for ODA assistance, especially
those in the Indo-Chinese Peninsula because
the ODA pledging states “do not have strong
confidence in the Philippines.” Tarumizu
said that the Philippines has “poor absorp-
tive capacitly,” whatever thal means.
Papaano ang Philippines 2000 kung
ganyan? Sabi namin sa llongo, daw budlay

enid
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And now our foreign debts have al-
ready reached the staggering sum of $34.1
billion. This is the official report from no
less than the Department of Finance so
this figure is impeccable. As a young boy
said “puyo utang, puyo utang.” Is this the
reason why Senate President Ed Angara
was proposing to devalue the peso to
P35.00 to US $1? Nakakagulat din itong
si Mang Edong ano? O baka marami
naman siyang doelyar kaya bale wala sa
kanya kahit na maging forty pesos to one
dollar. Kung sa bagay a Westinghouse
lawyer should have plenty of dollars
naman, eh,
LE R S R
The Senate should now release its find-
ings on the so-called “Children of God"
which rocked the country a few months
back. Kava lang two ACCRA lawyers were
involved kava nawala bigla ang istorva. Bul
in Argentina they have confirmed the abuses
ol this cult and the government is prosecut-
ing. Ano ha Ernie” Instead of washing the
dirty linen of our young women in the Brunei
beaulies investigalions why don’t you pur-
sue this “Children ol God™ or children of
the godless cult? '
W
Senator Rodolfo Biazon has proposed
abrogating P} 772 — the Marcos Decree
against squatting. This is a delicate proposal
but there are merits, too. You see squatting
Is really a serious problem especially in the
urban areas like Metro Manila but at the
same time there are also unscrupulous rich
landgrabbers who use this decree to steam-
roller poor people from hearth and home
by grabbing lands and illegally and surrep-
titiously titling them thru the connivance of
corrupt Registers of Deeds then drive
bonafide occupants by calling them squat-
ters. In Muntinlupa there is such a prob-
lem affecting hundreds of families who are
being driven from their homes by a big de-
veloper who is being legally assisted by a
former top man in the judiciary during the
Marcos years. Were it not for my assis-
tance these hundreds of families would
already be [n the streets despite the fact
that some of them have been occupying the
area for 30 vears already and have applied
for the land since the Marcos years.

World economy .

In Taiwan, between 1952 and 1968, the
numbers employed in agriculture following
land reform increased from about 400,000
to 2 million. “Using multiple cropping tech-
niques, accompanied by irrigation facilities
and improved water management, the farm-
ers were also able to grow fruits, pulses and
vegetables,” the report states.

A simultaneous investment in health,
education and job skills prepared the
workforces of all three countries to take
advantage of new technologies and produc-
tion methiods and to develop a framework

* Continued from page 12

for the growth of privale enterprise.
The Human Development Report notes
Japan's strength in developing an economic

community in which people nol only work.

in but belong lo, although the sustainability
of lifetime employment is now in question.
It states that most developing countries and
many industrial countries have been slow 1o
pick up on these lessons.

“Many of their workers have skills thal
are oul of date or inappropriale for the [ast-
changing environment of the late 1990s. And
in some cases, a siriking mismalch between

supply and demand leads 1o high unemploy-
ment even among the more educated.”

The report observes that in Asia, the least
educated often have the lowest recorded un-
employment rates because they are usually
involved in informal subsistence activities.

The problem, according to the report, is a
fundamental mismatch that could be tackled
in the short term by offering the unemployed
more vocationally-oriented training and by giv-
ing the privale sector more incentive o em-
ploy these people. In the long term, however,
countries will have to adjust their education
systems so that people acquire relevant skills
[rom the very basic level of literacy to uni-
versity training. (DEPTHnews)

KILATISIN
NATI!

N JOEY PAPA

Anti-Graft
Commission,
totohanan na ba?

BINUO NA naman ang isang Komisyon
para magsiyasal sa mga katiwaliang
nagaganap sa pamahalaan. Sana'y maging
totoo na ito sa pagkakabuong ito ng Anti-
Graft Commission. Mukhang hindi ito
magampanan ng PACC dahil sa maraming
krimen na inaasikaso nito. Kabilang din ang
katiwalian sa sakop ng PACC.

Makabubuti rin kung mayroong isang
ahensya ng pamahalaan ang tututok nang
totohanan sa mga katiwaliang naganap ©
nagaganap na lumulustay sa salapi ng bayan
dahil nagiging pangako na lamang ilo ng
mga pulitiko, opisyal, at mga taong nakaupo
sa kapangyarihan. Madalas magulat ang
mamamayan na ang mga laong nagbabandila
umano ng kalinisan sa pamahalaan ang
biglang masasangkol sa mga anomalya at
katiwalian.

Panahon na para ipakilang tapal ang
pamahalaan sa pagbuwag ng katiwalian sa
ating bansa. Nararapal na ang bumno sa
Komisyong ito ay mga pangalang walang
bahid ng anumang kinasasangkulang
anomalya sa gobyerno. Kung hindi
mangyayari ilo, malayo ang tagumpay sa
Komisyon laban sa katiwalian.

Marami pa ring ga sinchang nagpapalabas
ng mga malalaswang pelikula sa loob mismo
ng Kamaynilaan. Dito lamang sa Quezon
City ay may napansin na ‘kong dalawang
sinechan na lumang-luma na ngunit
pinipilahan pa rin ng mga kalalakihan dahil
sa mga litratong kalaswaan ang nakahantad.
Ano'ng ginagawa ng ating pamahalaan
hinggil dito? Waring hindi na ito pinapansin.
O kaya'y tuluyan nang kinalimutan.

Kung matatandaan n'yo, sa isang pag-
aaral, sinabing mas higil pang natututo ang
mga kabataan sa media na sa luwina'y
nagsasaksak ng mga values mali man o
tama. Nakalulungkot na mapupulot nila ang
mga maling pananaw sa buhay sa mga
panooring ito. Paano magiging isang
makabuluhang mamayan ang isang
kabataang produkto ng malalaswa at
mararahas na panoorin. Hindi pa kasama rito
ang Kapaligirang nasasaksihan niya araw-
araw na marahas at walang paggalang sa

“"karapdfang pantao al buhay nito.

Saan lutungo ang ating bayan kung ang
ganilong bahagi ng media ay pababayaan?
Hindi ito dapat ipagwalang bahala. Hindi
ito dapar ipagkibil balikat sapagkal maaaring
layo rin mismo ang siyang mabiktima Kung
wala tayong gagawin, Nararapal sumulal ang
bawal isang Pilipino sa mga dyaryo,
lumawag sa radyo, hinggil sa mga ganitong
klaseng kanwalian.
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Low education
standard tackled

MANILA — Population growth. quality ol-life. health.
the environment. These are some of the urgent issues that
require attention from Asia’s educational systems if basic
cducation for 80 percent of the world’s children by the year
2000 is to be mel.

“How ecffectively education leaders and the cducation
communily as a whole respond to these major challenges
will have a direct effect on the quality of lifec and future
development of the region,” notes a report prepared by the
United Nations Educational. Scientific and Culwural Organ-
ization (UNESCO).

The report notes that 3,400 million. or almost two-thirds
of the world’s population, live in Asia and the Pacific.

“Continued population growth presents major problems
for economic growth and for tackling problems such as poverty
and need to improve health services and the adequate pro-
vision of food,” notes the report which was distributed during
the sixth regional conference of ministers of education and
economic planning in Asia and the Pacific. organized by
UNESCO in Kuala Lumpur.

Due to rapid population growth in the region. the number
of primary school-age children (6-11 years old) will increase
from 409 million to about 481 million by the year 2000.

Over the pasi decade, the economic performance of many
developing countries in the region has been impressive.

Despite impressive economic gains, poverly remains a
major problem in the region. “Poverty is often associated
with low education standards and lack of relevant employ-
ment skills,” the report observes.

The AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)
pandemic is an example of how education plays a role in
socio-economic development. This is so because more Asians
than Africans will be infected by AIDS in the mid-1990s.
according o health authorities.

“In the absence of a vaccine, education for the prevention
of behaviors that lead to infection with the AIDS virus is
essential,” the UNESCO report notes. It adds that AIDS
education within the school curriculum is a necessity.

Responding to the AIDS pandemic, UNESCO collaborat-
ed with the World Health Organization in establishing the
AIDS Education and Health Promotion Materials Exchange
Center for Asia and the Pacific (AIDSED Center). It became
operational in 1990 but ceased its operation at the start of
this year due to lack of financial support.

Bul before it ceased operation, AIDSED Center was able
to collect a large number of AIDS education books. mon-
ographs and articles, among many others. Its computerized
data base was made available to educators, teachers and
students.

The UNESCO report was drawn from the recommenda-
tions of several conferences over the past decade, including
the Jomtien conference held in 1990, which provided
UNESCO the opportunity to remind leaders in Asia and the
Pacific that an educaled population was a nation’s most
reliable engine for growth.

Some 2,000 education leaders from 150 countries who
participated in the Jomtien conference in Thailand set their
sights on three main objectives to be achieved at the end
of the century. They are: basic education for at least 80
percent of the world’s children by the year 2000; reduction
of the adult illiteracy rate by 50 percent of its 1990 level;
and equality of educational opportunity for girls and boys.
(DEPTHnews)

Infant Jesus of Praque, Holy Spirit, Mama Mary,
St. Jude, thank you.
ccz

o I
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SPORTS CZAR: President Ramos swears into office newly-appointed Philippine Sports Commissioner Chair-
man Gemiliano Lopez during the regular oathtaking ceremonies in Malacanang. Witnessing his oath-taking are
(from left) Presidential Assistant Benjamin de Leon, Government Service Insurance System Chairman Jose
Magno. Senior Deputy Executive Secretary Leonardo Quisumbing, Executive Secretary Teofisto Guingona and
members of his family. (Malacafiang Photo)

Biodiversity loss deplored

RANGSIT. THAILAND
— The capacity ol countrics
to feed expanding populations
in the 21st century is eroding
rapidly under the impact of
practices that “play dice” with
biodiversity.

Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) Region-
al Representative A.Z.M.
Obaidullah Khan flagged this
waming before graduating
students at this sprawling
Asian Institute of Technolo-
gy campus here.

All three major food sys-
tems are under severe strain
today, the United Nalions
official observed. Fish pro-
duction plateaued at 97 mil-
lion tons, before inching up
in 1993. Grain output slipped
by 8 percent from its 1984
peak. And meat production
has declined.

The FAO estimates these
faltering systems must pro-
duce 60 percent more food
ower the next 25 years, if
larger populations are to be
fed adequately.

These larger harvests are
possible only if science har-
nesses @ broader ranger of
plant @m# amimal species.

These have irreplaceable
genetic material. Mr, Khan
said.

But today this diverse
biological resource is being
recklessly dissipated, he said.
Forests are razed. coral reefs
poisoned and rangelands
overgrazed. The Philippines,
Indonesia, India and Paki-
stan, Thailand, for example,
have chopped down wide
swaths of its ecologically-
valuable mangroves.

The UN official noted that
30,000 species of plants and
animals — and the genetic
matc al in them — were
bein  destroyed worldwide
yearly. This man-made de-
struction is about 120,000
limes over extinction by nat-
ural causes,

These rates can be only
described as “spreading
slaughter,” Mr. Khan said.

At this destructive pace,
FAO estimates that a full
quarter of earth’s biological
diversity could be wiped out
in just 30 years. And it will
cripple food production.

This “killing curve™ also
ignores little-understood con-
sequences, Mr. Khan said. “It

is playing dice with the fu-
ture of our children.”

Damage from acid rain is
already flowing in the pipe-
lines. It now affects forests
of Southem China. He pre-
dicted other forests of the
humid tropics will soon be
damaged.

Still unknown conse-
quences of biodiversity de-
struction will surface in the
near future, he wamed.

Genes can combine into
new forms of life, food,
medicine and products: from
high-yielding seeds to anti-
cancer medicine. No more
than 15 percent of species
have been given scientific
names. About 85 percent are
as yet unknown.

This genetic legacy comes
from millions of years still
not-understood evolution, Mr.
Khan noted. It is a God-giv-
en legacy: “complex beyond
understanding and valuable
beyond measure.”

Biodiversity loss is irre-
versible destruction of unique
life forms, the FAO official
stressed. It, therefore, radical-
ly differs from previous prob-
lems which are comectable.

“Exltinclion is forever,”
Mr. Kahn said. “No one has
yel invented a mechanism for
recall from obliteration. Ge-
netic forfeiture closes off lit-
te-understood options for our
grandchildren.”

Some assert that evolution
can repair the present dam-
age of biodiversity. The FAQ
official*said this was a reck-
less form of “gambling with
the welfare of future gener-
ations.”

The best scientific data
available today indicates at
least five million years .of
evolution are needed to repair
today’s biodiversity wastage.
“This represents a period 20
times longer then humankind
itself has been a specivs.”

Policies for the 21st cen-
tury must match the scope
and scale of the bio-diversity
threat, Mr, Khan said.

Countries should adopt
the “precautionary principle.”
This principle asserts that in
altering the environment, it
is wiser to be cautious, spe-
cially if there are gaps in
scientific understanding and
if irreversible injury will
occur. (Depthnews)




Remote sensing for malaria control

MANILA — The world eagerly awaits the results ol an
experimental project using Earth-orbiting satellites with
electronic sensors lo combat the resurgence ol malaria.

Researchers al the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s Ames Research Center in Mountain View,
California, expect the pilot project to lead to a major advance
in malaria control, according to the United States Informa-
tion Services (USIS).

If effective in the war against malaria, the technique will
be applied to many kinds of insect-borne diseases.

USIS has reported that the goal of the Ames project is
to use electronic remote-sensing equipment carried aboard
orbiting satellites and high-flying aircraft to monitor envi-
ronmental conditions, such as rainfall and surface water
that enhance the breeding of malaria-carrying mosquitoes.
This will allow malaria control measures, such as walter
drainage and the use of pesticides. to be focussed at limes
and in areas of highest risk.

The scientists hope ultimately to be able to monitor large
equaltorial regions weekly and deliver data to developing
countries within 24 to 48 hours.

Remote-sensing satellites are able to “see” in both the
visible and near-infrared wavelengths. The recorded data
are converled into computer images. enabling the study of
various environmental features.

“It is our goal to develop a system that any nation can
use,” project chief Paul Sebesta was quoted as saying. “All
they would need is a personal computer and a rooltop
antenna (o collect data that would help them in predicting
where malaria outbreaks might occur so they can take
intervention measures. We feel the program has a very good
chance for success.”

The project’s first phase, now completed, involved study-
ing mosquilo breeding in rice fields in California’s Sacra-
mento Valley. The California mosquitoes, although said to
be malaria frge, are the same Kkind thal transmil malaria in
other parts of the world.

After a year of demonstrating that remote sensing data
can predict mosquito breeding, researchers will take the

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

project 1o a malarial area in southwest Mexico to test and
perfect the technique. Then investigators would go to a
second tropical area to learn how 1o apply the technique
in dilferent lerrain.

Scientists expect remote sensing techniques to be effective
for malaria control because many of the environmental con-
ditions associated with malaria transmission can be identified
from a distance, it was reported. Key lactors such as rainfall
patterns, standing waler, irrigation, drainage, temperature, soil

and lopography can all be measured by satellite.

Teams of scientists will be on the ground to examine
the vegetation,

Recent advances in remole sensing have made the malaria
program possible. These advances include development of
high-resolution sensors, powerful computers that handle
large amounts of data, and the direct communications link
from the satellite to small “backyard™ satellite dishes.
(DEPTHRnews)
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World economy spawns
srowth of jobless masses

By IAN STEELE

UNITED NATIONS —
Economic growth is ol little
consolation to many millions
ol working men and women
these days. Capital and tech-
nology are displacing muscle,
sweal and even brainpower Lo
an extraordinary degree.

In India and Pakistan
where the economies ex-
panded al respectable rates
of around 6 percenl a year
during the 1980s, unemploy-
meni levels have continued
al about 15 percent and seem
destined 1o rise. In France,
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(Malacafiang Photo)

CUTFLOWER: First Lady Amelita M. Ramos receives a copy of th. book “Cutflower Marketing Systems
in Major Production and Demand Areas in the Philippines” from Rep. Angelito M. Sarmiento, president of the
Foundation for Resource Linkage and Development (FRLD), during the inauguration of the FRLD Agribusiness
Promotlon Center at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) recently. Looking on are (from left) FRLD
Senlor Consultant Vicente H. Lim Jr., FRLD Treasurer Rosalino Perez, and FRLD Chairman Dulce I. Gozon.

Germany and the United
Kingdom where the econo-
mies more than doubled in
size between 1960 and 1987,
the rate of employment fell.

According to the Human
Development Report 1993, of
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), the
world economy, with few ex-
ceplions has entered a period
of “jobless growth™ in which
less than one-third of the
developing world's growth in
productivily can be credited
to human labor.

The report attributes more
than two-thirds of productive
growth during the past de-
cade lo technological ad-
vances and capilal invest-
ments that generated rela-
lively few jobs for the 400
million who joined the
workforce during the 1980s.

“Even when output in-
the increase in
employment lags way be-
hind,” said Mahbub ul Haq,
chiel architect of the report.
Painting a bleak future for
the developing world’s in-
dustrialized future, Dr. Haq
said a survey of American
transnational corporations
showed that while sales
worldwide increased by 34
percent and assels by 78
percent between 1982 and
1989, their employment rolls
remained more or less con-
stant at 6.6 million workers.

CTCUSCS,

The Human Development
report estimates that aboul
one billion jobs would have
to be created during the
present decade just to keep
pace with the giowth of the
labor force. “But if present
trends continue, it is ex-
tremely doubtful that this
job-creation will happen,”
says Dr. Haq, a former
Minister of Finance and
Planning in Pakistan, now a
Special Advisor to UNDP.

The report explores hope-
ful examples in East Asia
driven by land reform and
invesiments in human wel-
fare in South Korea and Tai-
wan, as well as Japan's
“three treasures™ — lifetime
employment, a seniorily
wage syslem and enterprise
unions, All three countries
have had annual economic
growth rates of 10 percenl
or more, pursued high tech-
nology industrial production
and kept unemployment be-
low 3 percent.

In South Korea between
1952 and 1954 the percent-
age of Farmers who were
owners rather than tenants
increased from about 50 to
94 percent, with the result
that between 1954 and 1968
the amount of labor em-
ployed on each hectare of
land increased by 4.7 percent
a year,

Continued on page 9
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