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# INKOREA: President Ramos and Korean President Kim Young Sam witness the signing of the Extradition Treaty between thelr respective governments during th
bilrteral meeting at the Blue House In Seoul last May 25, Signator

e expand
les were: Forelgn Affalrs Secretary Roberto Romulo and his counterpart Han Sung-Joo. (Malacariang Photo)
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By ERIC S. GIRON

case of bribery against Westinghouse Electric Corp. of Pittsburgh and

THE PAINFUL consequence of the Philippine government’s defeat in its

Burns and Roe Enterprises of Oradell, New Jersey is that the Bataan
Nuclear Power Plant remains as a big drain on the country’s scanty financial
resources and 2 monument to ejected President Ferdinand E. Marcos’ folly.

The government spent
P19.5 billion from the time it
sued Westinghouse in 1988
up to the time a panel of seven
American men and five
women declared on Tuesday
(May 18) that there was no
bribery by Westinghouse and
Roe and Bumns to Marcos
associated with the 1975
contract to build a 620-mega-
watt nuclear reactor at
Morong, Bataan, according to
Rep. Edcel Lagman's compu-
tations.

Lagman said P18 billion
went to interest payments on
foreign debts incurred in the
plant’s construction, P1.5
billion for litigation and arbi-
tration expenses including
P500,000 for American law-
yers' fees.

Lawyer Renato Cayetano
considered the $35 million
(P910 million) which Sen.
Francisco Tatad said the gov-
emment spent in lawyers’ fees
to recover $26.6 million (over
P700 million), which was
eventually lost, an incredible
sum. To earn that amount,
Cayetano said three lawyers
receiving $300 an hour have
to work 38,888 hours at 16
hours a day for 2,430 days
(about 6.65 years) straight,

Lagman, an advocate of
debt service relief, said if the
government suspended pay-
ments and placed the burden
of going to court on
Westinghouse and Burns and
Roe, it would have been
spared of the heavy expenses.
All that is now water under
the bridge.

Despite all the wasted
expenses, Filipinos still have
to pay $300,000 (about P7.8
million) a day in interests
and $2.5 billion in principal
to the US Expori-Import Bank
for the unused, unsafe, over-
priced nuclear monster,

WHY APPEAL?

Why then did President
Fide! V. Ramos give his
assent to Solicitor General
Goco to appeal the verdict
with the US circuit court in
Philadelphia? Goco tried to
act noble in declaring it was
“not a question of money™ but
*‘a question of principle, jus-
tice and truth.” Oh yeah? The
debt-ridden Philippine treas-

ury needs every dollar it can
get. But why risk an addi-
tional P945 million on the
same bunch of losers when’
chances are they will lose
again?

Haven't they learned a
lesson after the same jury
system got Imelda R. Mar-
cos off the hook in thé winter
of 1990 on racketeering
charges of embezzling money
to buy buildings and art col-
lections in New York? The
jury believed Imelda’s claim
that she knew nothing of her
husband’s dirty deals because
the prosecution failed to es-
tablish the conjugal dictator-
ship of Marcos and Imelda.

The Jury showed Ameri-
cans do not believe the
Marcoses were S0 corrupt,
especially after Cory Aquino,
the Joan of Arc of People
Power, was a big letdown
after she became President.

This time a nation's fate
was tossed on the laps of a
baker, postal clerk,
Tupperware representative,
jobless electronics technician,
telephone cable splicer, execu-
tive secretary, retired chemi-
cal analyst, office secretary,
and employes of a hotel food
service, Johnson & Johnson,
newspaper circulation depart-
ment and the custodial de-
partment of a technological
institute.

The jury’s first decision
was not unanimous. The
panel deliberated over ihree
days before reaching a unani-
mous verdict. Sen. Wigberto
Tanada said the issue was
whether the $17.2 million
which Westinghouse admitted
paying to Herminio Disini as
“special representative” and
the $2.3 million which Burns
and Roe paid Disini “for le-
gitimate business purposes”
conslituted bribery to Marcos.

Former Senate President
Jovito Salonga and ex-Am-
bassador Emmanuel Pelacz
said the payment of commis-
sions to Disini, “a crony,
dummy and trusted agent of
Marcos, was payment to
Marcos himself.” Their joint
statement called the verdict
“an absurd hometown deci-
sion.”

Jury foreman Bruce Bogle

said the panel searched the
documents for a direct link of
bribery to Marcos but there
was no solid evidence that he
ever received money from
Herminio Disini. Because the
government lawyers failed to
present sufficient evidence to
establish Marcos received the
bribe money from Disini, Sen.
Arturo Tolentino said the
appellate court will not re-
verse the jury’'s decision.

Imelda Marcos was quick
to comment that the verdict
confirmed “my husband was
not a crook.” She said, “Once
again, the Marcos name has
been cleared."” The Marcos
name has not been cleared but
Westinghouse got away with
bribery.

FINGER-POINTING

There was a lot of finger-
pointing after the decision.
Deputy Ombudsman Fran-
cisco Villa called UP Law
Professor Perfecto Fernandez,
Pedro Padre and Gerry Orlina
“traitors™ for supposedly
making testimonies inimical
to Philippine interests in tes-
tifying for Disini,

Villa was peeved when
Justice Sec. Franklin Drilon
said the government had no
solid case to constitute trea-
son against Fernandez and the
two others. Villa insisted on
filing the treason charges.

Fernandez had said Mar-
cos as dictator could do any-
thing he wanted. Fernandez
executed an affidavit attached
to the Westinghouse motion
to dismiss the case “to cor-
rect legally erroneous views”
given by National Unification
Commission Chairwoman
Haydee Yorac and four other
UP law professors. Yorac
flared up, saying the affida-
vits she and other professors
executed countered
Fernandez’s views,

Nuclear-Free Philippines
Coalition accused Senate
President Edgardo Angara of
playing a key role in the defeat
of the case as ACCRA law
office  member. Jaime
Guerrero, vice chairman of the
BNPP presidential committee,
said the law office was
Westinghouse's “sole agent”
in the Philippines, Angara

(Next page, please)
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REP. LAGMAN: Computations.

said he was not longer active
with the office and appealed
to “government lawyers and
critics to refrain from making
me a scapegoat of this legal
defeat.”

“SECURITIZATION”

President Corazon Aquino
tumed deaf ears to debt relief
advocates pushing for con-
demnation if not suspension
of payment for the foreign
loans used to build the reac-
tor because it was marred by
fraud. President Ramos took
Mrs. Aquino's stand, refus-
ing to reduce even by one cent
the debt service which could
have benefitted victims of
earthquake, Pinatubo erup-
tions, typhoon and flood vic-
tims.

What binds the Philip-
pines to pay the Marcos loan
from the US Eximbank is
the “securitization” of BNPP
loans in the restructuring of
$4.6 billion loans with for-
eign creditors. Makati Rep.
Arroyo and Freedom from
Debt Coalition Movement
had assiduously been wam-
ing that the inclusion of the
BNPP papers would legiti-
mize the fraudulent loans,

Armroyo said it could preju-
dice the government’s brib-
ery case filed in the New
Jersey court, the arbitration
by the Geneva intermational
tribunal, and cases against
Marcos'**bag man” Disini
filed with the Sandiganbayan
and the Ombudsman. How-
ever, Finance Sec. Jesus
Estanislao and Central Bank
Gov. Jose Cuisia Jr. went to
Washington and signed the
rescheduling agreement
which provided that non-pay-

ment of the BNPP portion
of the debt would mean all
other loans would fall due and
demandable.

Arroyo said the govern-
ment continues to pay the
foreign debt because of former
CB Gov. Jose (Jobo)
Fernandez's debt policy and

the money to be made from -

the BNPP debt papers. When
President Aquino sealed the
nuclear plant after finding it
unsafe and defective in 1986,
the BNPP papers were
pegged at 10 1o 15 cents to
a dollar,

Westinghouse made an
offer to operate the idled
Bataan nuclear plant after
New Jersey District Court
Judge Dickinson Debevoise
on Sept. 21, 1991 found evi-
dence to warrant the award
of $17.2 million compensa-
tory damages to the Philip-
pines representing the
Westinghouse *‘commissions"
to Disini. Defense lawyers
said this was given o Mar-
cos as a bribe to eliminate
competition from General
Electric in the award of the
nuclear plant contract to
Westinghouse.

Westinghouse was asking
$40 million a year or $1.2
billion for 30 years (the
plant’s life span) to operate
the plant plus 2.9 cents per
kilowatt hour when the plant
was repaired and functioning
in 1995, Instead of repairing
its own defective plant, the
firm offered $90 million loan,
$10 million cash, and asked
the Philippines to borrow
$325 million from the
Eximbank for repairs.

Why did the ad hoc com-

EX-SEN. SAGUISAG: RP’s lawyer.

mittee of Sedfrey Ordoiiez,
Jaime Guerrero and Rene
Saguisag, American lawyers
Emest Blake and Jack Medel,
and resigned Napocor Chair-
man Emesto Aboitiz concur
with President Aquino in
considering Westinghouse's
offer after she had mothballed
the plant as unsafe and de-
fective?

When trial was suspended
in.New Jersey on March 5
for 90 days while Philippine
lawyers consulted with Con-
gress on the Westinghouse
offer, Sen. Jovito Salonga said
several persons made over
P100 million on the sale of
the BNPP papers. Sen. John
Osmeiia threatened to expose
the “crocodiles” in the Aqui-
no government who invested
heavily in the BNPP loan
papers to make a killing,

Because of the high cost
of reopening the plant, Con-
gress rejected Westinghouse's
offer. Sen. Raul Roco said
government “flipflopping and
indecisiveness adversely af-
fected the case” which he
believed should have been
filed in 1986 or 1987, He said
dilly-dallying until 1989
weakened the case.

COURSES OF ACTION

After the verdict, Mark
Augenblick and other Ameri-
can and government lawyers
met at Energy Sec. Delfin
Lazaro's office on Saturday
(May 22) evening to plan the
next course of action.

Judgement will be sought
from the Geneva international
tribunal on the Philippine
claim that the two companies
violated their contract and
engaged in fraud because the

nuclear reactor was not built
according to specifications in
the contract. Westinghouse
Senior Vice President Louis
Briskman refuted this.

Magtanggol Gunigundo's
Presidential Committee on
Good Government would ask
the Sandiganbayan to issue
an “alias summons” for
Disini, who lives in a man-
sion in Austria, to face a civil
case seeking “reconveyance,
recovery, reversion and ac-
counting of ill-gotten wealth™
and to speed up a criminal
case filed with the Ombuds-
man against him, his wife and
three others for receiving
bribes from Westinghouse as
a Marcos front in violation
of the Anti-Graft and Corrup-
tion Practices Act.

The PCGG would also ask
the US Internal Revenue
Service if Westinghouse de-
clared the commissions it
paid to Disini and Marcos to
win the nuclear plant contract
and if stockholders of the
Securities Exchange Commis-
sion were informed of the
commissions paid in compli-
ance with the US Securities
Act.

Malacanang found basis
to consider the proposal of
four groups opposed to the
BNPP to blacklist
Westinghouse. But this will
apply to “future transac-
tions” because the Napocor
has entered “perfected con-
tracts” with Hopewell Inc,
which sub-contracted
Westinghouse to supply the
machinery for the 700-
megawalt coal-fired plant in
Pagbilao, Quezon. Lazaro
warned against possible US

SEN. TATAD: Lawyer’s fees.

retaliatory moves against the
Philippines if Westinghouse
is blacklisted.

Executive Sec. Edelmiro
Amante opined the govern-
ment should no longer ap-
peal the New Jérsey deci-
sion but instead make the
Bataan plant production
using either nuclear or non-
nuclear fuel. A nine-man
technical panel will report
on the viability of operating
the BNPP on various kinds
of fuel in July 1993. At that
time, the government will
decide on how the idle plant
will be used. At least three
foreign companies have of-
fered to activate the BNPP:

1) Uniphoenix of Malay-
sia plans to convert it into a
gas-fired plant using natural
gas from Malaysia; 2) Kopec
of South Korea proposes the
use of nuclear or non-nuclear
fuel; and 3) Flour Daniels of
the US suggests conversion
into a combined cycle plant.

These offers come at a
time when the new 350-
megawatt Malaya 2 thermal
plant in Pililla (Rizal) joined
22 other power-generating
plants that have simultane-
ously conked out. These have
a combined capacity of 2,507
megawatts. The hydroelectric
plants like Binga, Ambuklao
and Caliraya have long been
idle for lack of rain water 1o
run them.

Consumers are cursing
electrical outages not only in
the momings but in the afier-
noons and intermittently at
night. New NPC President
Francisco Viray explained
experiments on lwo new
power units in Limay

(Bataan) in increasing their
load to 70 megawatts each,
then suddenly dropping them
to zero, caused the patay-
sindi, patay-sindi effect in
households.

What makes people indig-
nant are that their Meralco
bills show 50 to 200 percent
increase despite the bogged-
down electricity supply. It's
come to a point where House
Minority Floorleader
Hemando Perez and Sens.
Heherson Alvarez and Joey
Lina are demanding an ex-
planation of the exorbitant
price increases.

The end of blackouts pre-
viously promised by Presi-
dent Ramos this June, was
moved to September, then
1995 by Viray. He has
pushed it back further to
1996 at the earliest. He
expects what should have
been “fast-track™ projects
and 300-mw power barges
on stream by then.

For the present, the nu-
clear hulk in Bataan stands
as a tangible reminder of how
a President cheated his'coun-
try, leaving debts which the
people have to pay for a long,
long time. And for this, his
brazen widow wants him to
be honored with a hero’s
burial in Manila?

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolics s hereby given thal the
ostale of (he lale LEONORA PAYAD
who died on Februay 10, 1978 o
Silang, Cavile has been extrajudicually
sattied among har heirs in a documaeni
entitled *Kasulatan ng Pagbabahaging
Labas sa Hukuman ng Lupang Namwan
ng Yumaong si Leonora Payad,” under
Doc No 482, Page No. 98, Book No. 4
Seres of 1084 of Notary Public Inneo
A. Anama of Silang, Cavile

WE FORUM
May 17,24 & 31,1083
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Social evil endangering production potential in the Third World

Drug abuse rampant in workplaces

DRUG ABUSE has reared
its ugly head in workplaces
in the Third World. an Inter-
national Labor Organization
(ILO) study has found.

Official findings speak of
this social evil as scriously
endangering the economic
prospects of not only the in-
dividual workers, but the very
social fabric and production
potential of the developing
countries.

The study noted that in
addition to marijuana and
narcotics, opium and heroin
are now plaguing the
workplaces as well. Where
opium is produced, there is
always the danger of local
heroin production and risk of
heroin abuse, added the re-
port.

In recent years, heroin
abuse has reportedly spread

Child workers of Navotas

THERE'S something else
in Navotas besides being the
fish capital of Manila. It has
become a haven for child
workers who should be en-
joying the comfort of home.

Working from four to six
days a week, these child
Jaborers don’t mind toiling
béyond eight hours a day.

A study conducted late last
year by the Department of
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) revealed that
of 110 child worker respond-
ents in Barangays North
Boulevard South and San
Jose, Navotas, 30 percent
worked for 12 hours; 38 per-

to large numbers of young
people in Southeast Asia. par-
ticularly in Hong Kong. Sin-
gapore and 'Iran. While the
global average for drug ad-
diction is 0.17 per thousand.
Hong Kong has 5.3 addicts
per 1.000; Singapore. three:
and Iran, 1.4.

ILO has found other drug
addiction among workers in
both developed and develop-
ing countries. Cannabis, a
kind of drug heap, has some
29.7 million addicts,
psychotropic drugs have 18.3
million abusers, and cocaine
and cocoa leaves have six
million, according to the ILO
report.

These estimates are based
on incomplete data, and the
actual numbers are believed
to be much bigger.

“Drug abuse in the

workplace is no longer mar-
ginal to the overall global
problem of drug addiction.”
an 1L.O official was quoted as
saying. **It has to be tackled
urgently and jointly by the
employers and rade unions."
Victims were found 10 be
less productive, prone to fre-
quent absenteeism, have ill
health. facing economic dis-
tress for their families, and
have low productivity.
While drug abuse is spread-
ing in workplaces, alcoholism
continues to wreak havoc
among workers and their fami-
lies, causing staggering
amounts in costs, countless
lives lost, and scores of homes
broken in various parts of the
world, the Philippines included.
*“The cost of drug abuse to
society is more difficult to
calculate,” says ILO. “The

hidden costs are more diffi-
cult to establish. Drug traf-
ficking throughout the world

By VETTE C. CRISTOBAL

cent, nine hours; 24 percent,
14 hours; and only 18 per-
cent worked eight hours a day.

With ages ranging from
nine to 14, these young work-
ers are already out on the
streets as scavengers, water
haulers, fish vendors, fish
peelers/deboners, candy and
cigarette vendors, pedicab
drivers, newspaper vendors,
garbage collectors, cargador
and helpers.

For doing such odd jobs
for long hours, these workers
make from P400 to P1,001
and above monthly,

Pat Agcaoili, head of the
DSWD research team, said

that despite their harsh work-
ing conditions, these young
workers were happy earning
something for their family and
their education.

Majority of them valued
education. Of the total re-
spondents, only 10 were out
of school, DSWD said. How-
ever, these child workers en-
countered school problems
such as poor attendance, poor
grades and lack of sleep.

The study also showed that
these children had poor health
and had bouts with cough,
colds, fever and influenza,
had sleep problems and
looked pale. This is common
to children who are working,
the research showed,

The study identified the
underlying causes of child
labor in Navotas as poverty,
unemployment, migration and
large family size. Some of
them were also products of
broken marriage.

Rey Conferido, a deputy
executive director of the De-
partment of Labor and Em-
ployment (DOLE), said
there’s nothing wrong with
employing children, DOLE
allowed them to work pro-

vided they secure an employ-
ment permit from the depart-
ment which sets some condi-
tions. Previously, children be-
low 15 years old were pro-
hibited by DOLE to work.

Reconciling economic re-
ality with the need to protect
child workers, a project
dubbed “Breaking Ground for
Community Action on Child
Labor is being pilot-tested in
Navotas.

The prevalence of child
labor practice in this locality
has given way to the project,

The project will seek to
protect working children from
abuse and exploitation at the
workplace, ban child labor in
hazardous occupations and
uplift the present working
conditions of the child,

Mayor Felipe C. del
Rosario said he is hoping for
the best in the project,

The program is a
multisectoral undertaking of
government agencies, notably
DSWD, DOLE and Depart-
ment of Education, Culture
and Sporis, non-government
organizations and local gov-
ernment units,

The United Nations Chil-

ANTI-DRUG DRIVE: Soclal evil continues to haunt workers.

generates thousands of mil-
lions of dollars that may be
used by organized crime to
buy into legitimate efmerprises
and which in turn may be a
source of hidden corruption in
society.” -

Studies at a major Ameri-
can automotive manufacturing
plant showed that drug-de-
pendent workers met with
‘“twice as many occupational
injuries as the non-dependent,
visited the medical department
15 times more often for non-
occupational complaints, and
lost 25 times more days on
disability leave.”

Such workers suffer from all
the problems experienced by
alcoholics but run higher risks
because of the acute effects of
drugs, according to the study.
The deterioration of job per-

dren’s Fund (UNICEF) is
funding the project.

Through the program, ex-
isting local committees con-
cerned with programs for
children will thus be inte-
grated, Conferido said.

The project actually is a
replica of that already imple-
mented by UNICEF in South-
ern Tagalog and Cebu. It is
a response to the national out-
cry against the growing ex-
ploitation of child labor in the
country.

Director Bemardino Julve
of the DOLE-National Capi-
tal Region who spearheaded
the project in Cebu said the
expansion of the project in

formance and productivity is
more rapid, it was found.

Another finding is that
growing addiction and high
cost of drugs increasingly tax
the victim’s resources, forc-
ing them to turn to steal and
sell drugs to finance the habit.
Since the use of drugs is il-
legal, they run a greater risk
of being fired from their jobs
or even jailed.

“Efforts to reduce the
availability of drugs and dis-
courage their use at the
workplace will not necessar-
ily prevent abuse,” said the
report. “What is needed is a
program of secondary preven-
tion focused on health promo-
tion and education in order to
bring home to the workers the
adverse consequences of drug
abuse.” (Depthnews)

Navotas is really important for

the best interest of this un-
derprivileged sector.

The Navotas child labor
situation is quite alarming. On
the average, many children
worldwide work from four to
six hours twice a week. In
Navotas, child workers put in
more than eight hours a day.

Conferido said that coun-
tries like the United States
and Canada are alarmed by
the child labor situation in the
Philippines.

If child labor exploitatior
becomes nationwide, these
countries will ban importatior
of goods from this country ¥
he said. (Depthnews)
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Urban health needs

1970s and into the 1980s as community-based health
programs were being set up. The rationale was that
the majority of Filipinos lived in the countryside and that
the only way to be a “relevant” health professional was to

SERVE IN rural areas! This was the call through the

We need to respond to changing demo-
graphic (population) patterns. This article will
look at this trend toward urbanization and
its implications for health care. We will also
look at other demographic shifts that may be
significant in health policy planning.

This phenomenon of urbanization is by no
means limited to the Philippines. From 1950
to 1980, the world's urban population almost
tripled from 701 million to 1.9 billion. Today,
about 40 percent of the world's population
are ‘found in urban areas.

Rapid urbanization has occurred mainly in
developing countries since the developed
countries already went through this shift earlier
in the century. It is in developing countries
where you now find some of the largest cities
in the world, with populations of more than

five million each. By the end of this century, *

11 cities in developing countries will have
populations of 20 to 30 million each. These
mega-cities will have considerable potential
in mobilizing human resources, but together
with that comes problems of assuring eco-

By M. L. TAN
(HEALTH ALERT)

go rural.

ably be equal.

ties. Quezon City is now the Philippines’
largest city, by population, with almost 1.7
million residents. The primate city, Manila,
is now in decline with its population actually
shrinking by about 2 percent annually in the
last decade. Outlying cities and municipali-
ties have, on the other hand, been expanding.
These include Caloocan, Las Piiias,
Muntinlupa, Marikina, Taguig and
Valenzuela,

The trend is very clear: the older cities
form a nucleus around which a larger me-
tropolis develops, often with the original city
itself decaying, as in the case of Manila. Other
forces may be at work, such as high rents in
the main part of the city driving people to
look for cheaper housing in outlying areas.

Thus, even outside Metro Manila, the cities
with the most rapid population growth rates
were not the old Spanish colonial cities such
as Cebu or Iloilo but outlying areas. Around
Cebu, for example, the most rapid expansion
has occurred in Mandaue and Lapu-Lapu.

In the 1950s and into the 1960s, the
government gave in-

pulation in the Philippines

centives for people to
migrate to Mindanao.

Total Philippines Total Urban Urban Population

As a result,
Mindanao’s cities such

As % of total as General Santos,

1948
1960
1970
1975
1980
1990

19,234,000
27,088,000
36,684,000
42,070,000
48,098,000
60,685,000

5,184,000
8,072,000
11,678.000
14,047,000
17,944,000
29,637,000

Cagayan de Oro and

27.0 Cotabato grew quickly.

29.8 -
31.8
334
373
48.8

REASONS FOR
URBANIZATION

The most obvious
reason for migration to

" logical balance and social support services.

GENERAL TRENDS IN THE PHIL-
IPPINES

In the 1948 national census, conducted two
years after independence, about 27 percent of
the population was urban-based. In the post-
war years up to 1975, the rate of urbanization
moved at an average of about 4 percent per
year. Between 1975 and 1980, the average
annual increase went to 5.2 percent and in the
decade of the 80s, this went up to 5.8 percent,

[nitially, much of the increase was directed
toward the city of Manila and its adjacent
cities and municipalities which eventually
became the National Capital Region (NCR),
Today, about 13 percent of the total popu-
lation in the country can be found in NCR.

NCR consists of 17 cities and municipali-

urban areas is eco-

nomic. In 1988, the average annual house- °

hold income in the Philippines was P40.408
but this represented extremes between rural
and urban areas. In urban areas, the average
income was P60,330 while in rural areas it
was P28,284. Rural poverty and underdevel-
opment drive people into the cities, It is strik-
ing that the rate of urbanization dramatically
increased during the decade of the 80s, cor-
responding to the country's worst economic
post-war crisis, The economic crisis struck
hardest in the already impoverished regions
of Bicol, Western Visayas and Eastern Visayas
50 that even the cities in these regions ex-
perienced out-migration.

New focal areas of population are devel-
oping as industries move out of the National
Capital Region. Export processing zones in
Baguio, Mactan and Mariveles, as well as
other industrial parks and investment zones

The 1990 national census reported 48.8 percent of Fili-
pinos to be urban-based. Easily, one could project that by
the end of 1992, the urban to rural proportion would prob-

in Olongapo and the Calabarzon area (the
Southern Tagalog provinces of Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas and Quezon) have drawn
in migrants seeking jobs.

The cities also have large transient
populations, mainly students seeking higher
education. Many of these students will stay
on, reluctant to return to their hometowns.

In the 70s and 80s, Filipino cities began
to take up another large transient population.
Armed conflict in the countryside created
pockets of internal refugees in many cities
especially in the Visayas and Mindanao. The
census figures reflect some of these changes.
Region 9 (Southem Mindanao), for instance,
went through rapid population growth from
1948 to 1970. Between 1970 and 1975, the
population increase was only 1.8 percent per
year even as the national growth rate was 2.8
percent. This region was the site of intense
warfare, including the notorious (but forgot-
ten) camage of Jolo in 1974. Refugees flocked
into other areas of Mindanao, or even away
from the Philippines to neighboring Indone-
sia and Malaysia.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Urbanization involves large populations.
Metro Manila’s population of about 8 mil-
lion is larger than that of many countries.
Denmark, for instance, has a population of 5
million; Switzerland has 6.8 million. Even
prosperous Asian city-states, cited as exam-
ples by anti-family planning groups of how
large populations lead to prosperity are much
smaller than Manila: Singapore only has 3.1
million and Hong Kong, 5.8 million. Metro
Manila has a population density of 12,467

HEALTH NEEDS: Inadequate,

s L |
SLUM BLIGHT: Phenomenon and a se-
rlous problem.

persons per sq. km., compared with 30 per-
sons per sq. km. in Kalinga Apayao. The
pressures on the natural eco-system can be
tremendous, placing the population’s survival
in a delicate balance. This was seen during
the 1990 earthquake, when Baguio City col-
lapsed overnight, the many slum colonies
demiolished by landslides. Even more horri-
fying was the flash flood that hit the city of
Ormoc in Southern Leyte afier a typhoon in
1991. Some 7000 residents perished in that
disaster. Environmentalists point out that the
floods were caused by deforestation and the
destruction of watershed areas.

The concentration of motor vehicles, and
industrial plants in cities mean higher pollu-
tion levels. The power supply crisis has forced
government to call on businesses and homes
to use their own power generators. These
machines use gasoline and spew out even
more carbon monoxide and other pollutants
(besides contributing to the noise pollution).
At a busy intersection on Metro Manila’s main
thoroughfare EDSA, there is an electronic
board in front of SM Megamall that monitors
air pollution — much of the time, it reads
“Unhealthful™ (sic). Smog has now become
a major problem in Metro Manila and health
authorities are calling on traffic enforcement
agents and Metro Manila aides (street clean-
ers) to use masks to protect themselves.

The effects of pollution are usually per-
ceived mainly as acute respiratory illnesses
but chronic illnesses are also on the ‘rise.
Chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases —
bronchitis, asthma and emphysema — are
associated with pollution. People often think
of pollution’s effects as respiratory when there
may be effects on other body systems as well.
Chronic exposure to lead, mainly through
vehicular emissions, can lead to nervous
system disorders and behavioral problems,
especially in children. Cancers represent still
another major group of diseases that is often
associated with environmental problems.

Besides air pollution, water pollution has
now reached alarming proportions, Major
rivers, such as the Pasig around which Manila
developed, are now dead and are major res-
ervoirs for pathogens. Outbreaks of
gastrointestinal disease are common.

(Te he continued)




An Exposeé on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
monthly income was P29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,
highest monthly income declared was P 55 P212.5 million in 1988, 290 million in 1989,
million. P341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991
P501 million in 1992 and 576 million in the first
quarter of 1993.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In almost seven years of operation, from July 1986
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the to March 31, 1993, the new PAGCOR has already
government was ®2.1 billion. - remitted a total of #18.54 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. grivileges have been withdrawn. Now,
AGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secracy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
- the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's

income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, cities hosting the casinos,

the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts. Nothing is left with
PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is
considerably different from what it was in the past.

é\ ?AGOO Responding Through Responsible Gaming
= ®

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\ ) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Voice of reason

N THE wake of the crushing defeat this country suffered in New Jersey recently

comes Executive Secretary Edelmiro Amante asserting the voice of reason. Not

punning this time, he declared that the time has come to harness the abandoned
nuclear power plant in Bataan to alleviate the encrgy shortage, instead of pursuing
the case in a higher US court. Even the state lawyers, wl.o arc not usually noted for
common sense, might agree with him yet, unless they are in on the whopping $35
million lawyer's fee spent already on the lost casc, and slavering for more. We have
heard that somebody, allegedly on the government panel, made a killing on this deal
by pocketing at least 10 percent of the loot. The irony of the whole thing was that
the state was asking only $26 million in damages from Westinghouse. A classic case
of heads-I-win tails-you-lose deal.

Mr. Amante strongly feels that it will redound to our lasting bencfit if the
mothballed nuclear plant were reactivated to help meet the country’s energy needs.
The BNPP was built at a cost of $2.2 billion in 1985, a year before super-crook

arcos was kicked out of the country after a revolt. Capable of 620 megawatts, it
‘was never tapped by the past administration because of technological defects and
corruption charges. Eventually, both the presidency and the congress relegated the
“monster of Bataan™ to limbo.

We have heard that Mr. Amante has been issuing memos on official uniforms
and dress codes for Palace employes and other peripheral factotums. We are happy
that he is not busy enough to give the controversy some of his most beautiful thoughts.
If he can convince the President to operate the idle plant, he would have done this
nation a great service. Never mind the patriots, who would protest anything to land
in the papers or be seen on television. Never mind Raul Goco and his gang whose
competence is now placed in serious doubt after that crushing blow. The thing is to
get going without a moment'’s delay, before the sustained 10-hour power “interrup-
tions” black out our senses.

‘Abogadong Palpak’

T COULD not have been the heat, the ambience was cool at the hotel. But Sen.

I Blas Ople, whose usually grandiloguent phrases soar, came down to earth in rightful

indignation over the New Jersey debacle and the government plan to appeal the

case to a higher court. Blasting state lawyers as “abogadong palpak,” the good senator

castigated the plan as childish matter of “amor propio” totally undeserving of the

heavy costs it will entail. Since 1988, the state has already spent some P1.5 billion

¥ in litigation costs, outside of roughly $300,000 daily interest payments for the white
elephant known as the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.

Together with Senators Arturo Tolentino and Francisco Tatad, Mr. Ople has
shifted the weight of his support behind Amante’s proposal not to waste good money
for the appeal but instead to utilize it in developing the idlc BNPP cven as a coal-
fired energy plant. It is now a snowballing movement that could cventually doom
Goco’s obsession. Already, it is gaining momentum in the lower house, with Isabela
Cong. Rodolfo Albano leading a group of his peers in filing a resolution to probe the
$35 million paid in lawyer’s fee. Even Budget Secretary Salvador Enriquez is wary:
“If we win in the appeal, ... we win a moral victory but not a reversal of the verdict,”
he observes, “It will be an empty victory.” He is reported to be preparing a dissenting
opinion.

Before he is further embarrassed, Goco should start reflecting on the fragileness
of his position. Nobody believes him that all it will take is a mere $100,000 to pursue
an appeal and even this amount is good money thrown after bad. If he wants to salvage
his reputation, he should not do it at the expense of the Philippine government as
the senators suggest. He is hopeful that “we will be able to get a reversal of the
verdict.” An arguable point, at best. He should heed the advise of his betters who
cannot foresee the reversal of the New Jersey court decision due to lack of evidence,

Aanother irony, since all the evidences were there, if only the Philippine panel of
lawyers knew how to use them. We can all accept the fact that this government had
lost again and the only winner is — the lucky guy who got the referral fee.

Timely solution

RESIDENT FIDEL V. Ramos, home after a successful sentimental journey io

South Korea, should lose no time in accepting that country’s offer to operate

the BNPP. Perhaps aware of the ludicrous situation we found ourselves in after
losing our case, Sokor President Kim Young-sam tendered his proffer as a face-saving
gesture of assistance.

South Korea, which has never yet experienced even & mild brownout, has at
present four nuclear power plants, two of which were built by that country’s con-
glomerate. So far, no accidents have marred the plants’ operation since they started
several years and indications are that they continue to power Sokor’s industrial progress
and will do so in the years to come.

Since we do not possess the expertise to do our thing, we might as well let a
few Koreans in. After all, we have a little less than 40,000 compatriots in that country,
we might as well reciprocate the goodwill,

[ ]

Doy, oh Doy!

DOY LAUREL, erstwhile Vice President
of this forsaken country, showed all and
sundry once again that he isn’t like his late
illustrious father. By joining the so-called
Rainbow Coalition, Doy proved anew that he’s
a dyed-in-the-wool politician, a balimbing of
the first order. Something which Jose P, Laurel
Sr. wasn’t,

That Doy's act is for the nation’s good,
tell it to the Marines,

If I remember right, Doy was pro-Marcos
during those early halcyon days of the dicta-
torship. He was an Assemblyman (preferably
spelled with a hyphen after Ass) of that rub-
ber-stamp Batasang Pambansa. Then out of
the blue, he organized the UNIDO, suppos-
edly an oppositionist-organization vs. Mar-
cos. (Many of its members were actually
Marcos loyalists in disguise.)

In the last election, Doy was most bilter
against Eddie Boy.

Now Doy's for Eddie Boy.

This is politics, of course, but this is sim-
ply a politics of opportunism. When the right
time comes, as it will, Doy's gonna part ways
with the Rainbow Coalition.

But first. Doy's gonna be appointed for-
eign affairs secretary, so says the press.

Happy days are here-again for Doy, the ex-
future President of the Philippines!

In fairness to Doy, 1 do agree with our
editor who once sald to me that the Lau-
rels have never been Involved in govern-
ment thievery. That s, they have never been

BAT DI KAs)
PAANDAR IN
ANG BATAAN?

" PHILIPPINES

2000

haled to court for stealing public money.
This Is to their credit.

But it’s not enough for one who wants
to be President. Just as It was not enough
for Cory to be the widow of Ninoy to
become President.

The first thing a would-be President
should do is to remove the smirk on his
face.

asees

I almost fell off my chair upon reading in
that pro-Ramos (formerly pro-Marcos, then
pro-Cory) broadsheet that Eddie had hied off
to South Korea.

Boy, when will Eddie Boy stop all these
junkets?

Meantime, the Filipinos keep on groping
in the dark. Literally,

In our office, we suffer from two outages
in the eight-hour span of office day.

LTS 1] ¢

Apparently, many residents of
Mandaluyong oppose the establishment of
a casino in their midst, But knowing their
mayor quite well, 1'd say, the latter’s will
will be done. Especially with his cumpadre
Tall Gonzales, senator, backing him up.
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The freedom fighters TOWN CRIER

AT THE outset. it must be inculeated in
every Filipino that the idea of recognizing and
compensating the freedom fighters of World
War Il was the seed that was planted by tue
grateful American and Philippine leaders in
1945 when the Japanese invaders of our shores
laid down their amms and surrendered uncon-
ditionally aboard the US battleship Missouri
in Tokyo bay in 1945,

President Magsaysay and Ambassador
Carlos P. Romulo fought persistently in the,
halls of US Congress and the US Department
of War (Defense now) for the release of the
sum, which was at that time estimated al
1JS$31 million to be remitted to the Philip-
pine Central Bank to be paid out 10 the Filipino
members of the USAFFE and recognized
Filipino civilian guerrillas, of whom there were
approximately half a million souls by official
head count. This member of civilian freedom
fighters plus their widows and orphans, as of
1945 (end of WWII) toalled about 1,200,000,
all considered beneficiaries, by the US and
Philippine records.

The initial estimate of $31 million US
dollar could actually soar much more, ney-
ertheless the US-Philippines, friends and allies
were ready and capable 10 meet and settle
their obligations.

A national central office and records on

the USAFFE and Civilian Filipino guerrillas,
was set up on Arroceros street, in downtown
Manila. Similar records and files on the US
and Filipino freedom fighters have been kept
intact in several places in the US. No onc
could fool around or tamper with those offi-
cial records,

Besides the central office on Arroceros
street. Manila, a Bank was simultancously
sct up at the Manila bay area. on Bonifacio
street, to handle the operation. system of
payment. and other banking facilities for the
registered vetcrans of World War II.

Although the Bank was created in the time
of President Magsaysay and Carlos P. Romulo
his ambassador to Washington, D.C., and
former UN president, the veterans Bank ac-
tually got into operation in the time of dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos who issued Bank
certificates, common and preferred stock cer-
tificates, to the USAFFE Filipino veterans.

But Marcos and his military associates and
cohorts misappropriated the American pay-
ment of $31 million. Personally, 1, a guerrilla
veteran (ASN-0-48160), had received on P20
(twenty pesos) with my two Bank certificate
of stocks from this Bank.

On the overthrow of Marcos and the
assumption of Corazon C. Aquino, the affairs
of the Veterans Bank were messed up by her.

She was, as charged by her critics an inepl
president. “Her accidental presidency.”

In the Veterans Bank, sct up exclusively
for World War [l Filipino USAFFE and ci-
vilian gucrrillas, Corazon C. Aquino mud-
dled up, messed up, and confused the opera-
tions of the Bank, by adding the registries of
other veterans, such as veterans of Spanish-
American war, veterans of Operations Broth-
crhood in Vietnam, veterans of Filipino
Observation Units in Vietnam; veterans of
the Tenth Battalion expeditionary unit to the
Korean war, etc.

I thought that in adding to the various
lists of USAFFE and civilian guerrillas
veterans Cory Aquino wanted to include her
husband Ninoy Aquino as veteran backpay
recipient.

“No,” said the Korea war veteran com-
manding officer Dionisio Ojeda. “Ninoy
Aquino is not a veteran, as far as I am
concerned. He was a war cormrespondent of
the Manila Times. He stayed behind the lines.
He was not even processed as a fighter. All
foreign correspondents of foreign countries
covering the war were not entitled to war pay
by their govemments. Maybe by their own
newspapers. But certainly not by their gov-
emments,” Ojeda said.

President Fidel V. Ramos has talked to

_ by VIC BARRANCO

the local press about recognising WWII vet-
erans for backpay.

Does this mean really settling the govern-
ment’s long, unpaid obligations to the Free-
dom Fighters of WWII? - Y

Or was President Ramos just telking in
his sleep?

Was it a slip of the tongue he has com-
mitted, which happens sometimes with him?

Is he capable of paying the WWII USAFFE
and civilian guerrillas?

Where will he get the money? Borrow
from the Korean government, from Samsung
of Korea? From the Taipans of Taiwan? From
the Zaibatsus of Japan? From the Asian De-
velopment Bank? From the IMF? From the
Euro dollars of the ECC or from the Central
Bank of the Philippines?

Your guess is just as good as mine. Or
better.

Will the debt to the Philippine freedom
fighters be settled now or in 1998 yet?

FROM JANUARY 23, 1993 to February
9, 1994 is the year of the Rooster and people
bomn in the year of the Rooster speak their
minds — they make a virtue of it — to the
point of aggressiveness. They give everything
to the job in hand once they start it and have
the reputation of being hard workers.

Governor Licaros was born in the year of
the Rooster and consumers were better off in
his time because we had plenty of gold and
our international reserves then made the peso
strong. Others born in the year of the Rooster
are Pope Paul VI with whom Senator & Mrs.
Diokno and I were lucky to have a private
audience in October 1965 when we had our
world tour for about three months. Emperor
Akihito, Empress Michiko, President Soeharto,
Senator Lorenzo Tanada, Richilieu, Goebbels,
Catherine The Great and a long list of per-
sonalities equally famous in their time.

Since my good friend Baby Arenas was
bomn in the year of the Rooster, naturally she
speaks her mind, makes a virtue of it — to
the point of aggressiveness. Those who are
not on her side are of course offended and
would do everything to pull her down. Yet,
it is also this aggressiveness on the part of
Baby and her group that contributed a lot to
the decision of FVR to run for the Presidency
even after his defeat in the convention and

In fairness to Baby Arenas

those in the know credits Baby for the hard
work done by this particular group to make
FVR win. | think even FVR acknowledges
this feat. '

[ remember Pearl Sussim telling me this:
“FVR was there looking at the results of the
convention and | was there looking at him,
not knowing what to do. There were only the
two of us in the War Room. Finally, [ saw
a Golf Ball and I wrote this in a piece of
paper: “Sir, you are still my President.” |
wrapped the golf ball with this piece of paper
and rolled it to him for I was at a distance
and he read it, He smiled as if to say “*Thank
you.” Pearl, by the way, worked for FVR from
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. in those days and she
would see to it that FVR looked good on TV
for Pearl has more than 20 years of expe-
rience on television. | asked her why she did
this job without pay and she said: *'I believe
in the sincerity of FVR and I am a good friend
of Baby," There are countless others like her
who served and helped FVR because of Baby,
The Filipino has a very deep sense of loyalty
to a friend and when a friend is as sweel as
Baby, how can one refuse her?

In fact, one time, I told her jokingly:
“Maybe, if you stay longer in London with
your son, Bing, with your beauty and charm,
you may even attract Prince Charles.” And
she said: “I already have a Prince in Bing.
Should I change my course in life, what will
Bing say? Bing is the apple of my eye and
there will be no other Prince in my life. He
will grow up to be tall and princely and he
will have the best of education as long as I
live. And nobody can take him away from me
except the Lord who has seen us through days

of humiliation and tribulation." Now, how can
one not appreciate a mother like Baby?
Who in the Philippines can produce a
Standing Room show at the Manila Hotel with
hardly a known singer like Benjie Yap and
be going home happy and contented because
Baby in her usual self had shown the world
how much she loves her mother and fittingly
honored her with such a big crowd? How can

. one throw stone at a grateful daughter? And

how can 1, a longtime friend of hers, not defend

her? .

So, rain or shine, Baby will always be my
friend for Totong and Meding are such good
parents that they understood circumstances
beyond their control. That is why I call Baby,
my Queen and Bing, the Prince.

Let us not be hypocrites and understand
the obvious. After all, this is the year of the
Rooster, so let us not crow about things which
we cannot undo. There is always a place for
everyone under the sun.

Threat to wildlife traced to rapid loss of forest cover

RP wildlife nearing extinction

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

»

LOS BANOS, LAGUNA

Many of the country's
wildlife species are now on
the brink of extinction, and
environmentalists are calling
for their protection and con-
servation,

“A few decades ago, the
wildlife of the Philippines was
notable for its abundance;
now, it is notable for its
variety. If present trend of
destruction continues, Philip-
pine wildlife will be notable
for its absence,” decried Dr.
Lee Talbot, director of the
Southeast Asia project on
Wildlife Conservation of
Nature and Natural Re-

sources.

Dr. Dioscoro Rabor, a
noted wildlife expert from the
University of the Philippines
here, had the same view. “By
the end of this century, they
(the Philippine wildlife spe-
cies) will become extinct,” he
warned.

“It is about time that we
stopped making ourselves in-
tentionally blind to the real
status of our wildlife re-
sources,” Rabor added. “We
should face the fact that our
country is no longer rich in
forests and consequently, of
wildlife which used to be a
normal component of our for-

ests.”

The Convention for Inter-
national Trade of Endangered
Species (CITES). of which the
Philippines was one of- its
signatories, identified 42
wildlife species — either rare,
threatened or endangered.
Seven mammals were in-
cluded in the list: dugong,
tamaraw, pangolin, Philippine
tarsier, Philippine palm civet,
calamanian deer, and fruit
bats,

Other animal species fac-
ing extinction are the Philip-
pine eagle (known before as
the monkey-eating eagle), fal-

(Page 9, please)
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Blackout

LUBOS KAMING nakikiramay sa
pamilya ng pumanaw na si kalbigang Pat
Melendres-Cruz, propesor sa UP at isang
manunulat. S| Pat ay kablyak ni Ka Andy
&ristcbal Cruz, isa ring manunulat,
makata, at pintor. Mabunga ang Inllagi ni
Pat sa ating mundo dahll sa katapatan niya
sa kanyang propesyon bilang Isang guro.
Tiyak kong nalbahagl nlya sa kanyang mga
Istudyante. Ang llang taong pagmamahal
nlya sa pagsulong ng kaalaman at
karunungan ay isang bagay na laging
magpapagunita sa mga Kkalbigan at
Istudyante nl Pat.

(LIl

Parang wala nang katapusan ang
“brownout.” “Blackout” ang tawag namin
noong bata pa ko kapag maghapong walang
kuryente, Ang brownout ay parang paminsan
minsan lang nawawalan ng kuryente. Pakulo
lang ‘to, ng NAPOCOR at Meralco noong
panahon ni Cory. Itinuloy-tuloy na hanggang
ngayon.

e

Bribery o panunuhol ang kasong inilaban
ng pamahalaang Pilipinas. Talo tayo. Sino at
@aano ba naman mapapatunayan ang
panunuhol? Hindi ba't under the table deal
ito? Hindi ko malaman kung mga abugado
nga ang lumaban sa Westinghouse o maka-
Westinghouse.

LE L L L

Malakas ang usapan ngayon sa mga
kapihan, sa mga sulok ng restoran, at mga
tambayan hinggil sa pagiging tahimik ng mga
Pinoy sa hirap ng buhay ngayon at ng pesteng
blackout, Marami nang mga negosyante ang
bumabagsak. Mga Pinoy pa man din. Ngunit
ang Pnagulong Ramos ay waring enjoy naman
sa pagibiyahe. Ang uuwi naman ay puro
mga pangako at wala ring pera.

Tahimik nga ngunit matindi ang kulo sa
loob. Ayaw nila ng rally. Ayaw nilang
pumunta sa Senado o Kongreso. Mga tuta
din naman daw ang mga ito.

Ang gusto raw nila ay upakan na lang.

Hindi raw natatakot ang mga ito sa Martial
Law. Dapat daw mag-isip si G, Ramos ng
sampung ulit kung idedeklara niya ang martial
law,. kailangan daw “pag-usapan nilang
mabuti” ni Uncle Sam ang bapay na ito.

Sanay na raw sila kay Marcos.
Napatunayan nilang iyakin ito at ang mga
alipores nito kapag lumaban ang tao.
Napanday na sila ng diktadura at ng ilang
kudeta,

RP e o ¢ (From page8)

cons, Peregrine falcon, Palawan peacock
pheasant, spotted green shank, Pygmy cur-
lew, Nicobar pigeon, Kock's pitta, all spe-
cies of parrots and owls, Giant cops owl,
rufous hombill, and Eastern Sarus crane.
The following reptiles were listed by
ITES as either rare, threatened or endan-

1/6 of the nation 1n poverty

A FEW days ago an aliemoon daily had
a big story about a governor and a municipal
mayor in Central Luzon who were investi-
gated for jucteng. ‘The news itfem also men-
tioned the name of the jueteng operator who
was arresied as a certain Guatlo. [ know a
Guatlo who operates jueteng in Central Luzon
— 10 be more specific, in Zambales. Was he
the same Guatlo who was arrested and who
linked a governor and a municipal mayor?
The problem is the news item omitted the
names of the governor and the mayor. As
usual, the big politicians are being shiclded
from public obloquy. Double standard talaga.
Then the other question is: Did the CIC also
investigate this governor and this mayor who
were linked by Guatlo as the actual financiers
of jueteng in that province? O baka

pinagtakpan din?
LI L

According to government statistics, more
than 9 million Filipinos today live below
poverty line. If more than 9 million Fili-
pinos live below poverty line, how many
kaya are just right on poverty line and how
many more are just a bit above poverty
line? In other words, so many of our coun-
trymen wallow In poverty and hardly sur-
vive day after day. Can President Ramos
and his wisemen elevate the living condl-
tions of our people in the next 5 years —
or even until his so-called Philippines 2,000
comes along”™ With brown-outs, with un-
stable peace and order conditions, with the
peso hardly floating vis a vis other world
currencies? Come to think about It, the
people In this country who are wallowing
in poverty exceed the entire population of
Israel, Libya and Jordan...

EREee

I am a bit confused. One gay I read the
government announcement that “‘coal plants
to be taken out of the power program' and
then the next day I read again that President
Ramos went to Masinloc. Zambales to
groundbreak the controversial Masinloc coal
plant project. Which is which?

But speaking about the Masinloc coal plant
now in the drawing boards, I was told that

Napocor has promised to give an initial P20
million to the province of Zambales, P10
million to the Municipality of Masinloc and
P2 million to Barangay Bani just so to silence
the objections of the people there. In short,
hinibili ang mga tao. 1 also know that Mayor
Jessu lidora of Masinloc was allowed to junket
to Indonesia on the pretext of inspecting the
coal plants in Indonesia. Once upon a short
time ago. Edora was a very strong objector
to the Bani coal plant but after the P10 million
was dangled before his eyes and afier a jun-
ket to Indonesia, he is suddenly pro-coal plant.
The same thing with Governor Deloso. There
was a time when he announced that he will
resign if the Napocor pushes through with the
plant; now he is not only pro, he is campaign-
ing hard for it. Kung sa bagay Deloso is an
expert in eating his own words...
L]

I read that the Ombudsman has ralsed
his objections to the Supreme Court
resolution depriving his office of Jurisdic-
tion to Investigate lower court judges. I
agree. Why should the judiciary be above
criminal law? I will agree that the Om-
budsman, even If it has powers under RA
6770 to conduct administrative actions
against judges because that is exclusive turf
of the Supreme Court. But criminal acts?
I dare say the Supreme Court Is out of
bounds of this. Why should they be above
criminal laws?

(L1 L]

There is an Ilongo in the military who
deserves our praise. He is Major Efren E.
Casabuena, CO of the Maintenance com-
pany, Headquarters and Headquarters Support
Group, Philippine Army at Fort Bonifacio.
Major Casabuena came to me a few days back
asking for help because he is being harassed
by his commanding officer when he refused
to agree to ghost deliveries of spare parts worth
hundreds of thousands of pesos. When
Casabuena refused to sign the vouchers and
delivery receipts, he discovered that his sig-
nature has been forged so he denounced the
anomalies; he even wrote to General Enrile,
PA Commanding General and to the Inspec-

INMY CORNER..

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

tor General. But until now, nothing has been
done and worse, Major Casabuena is now
being harassed left and right. His command-
ing officer has ordered him to vacate his
quarters, has cut off his telephone and is now
threatening to cut off power from his quarters
and even his pay is being withheld. But
Casabuena is strong willed, he has not been
cowed and vows to fight the grafiers in the
military. I congratulate Major Efren
Casabuena and salute him as an llongo.
(11 11]

I met Congressman Emigdio Bondoc of
Pampanga a few days back. The congress-
man told me that he Is still NP “at heart”
but for practical reasons, he has aligned
himself with the Lakas-NUCD. Well that’s
a smart politiclan for you.

(121 1]

Overheard from a senator: “This Tatad will
now have his Waterloo for sponsoring an ethics
bill,” Then he added, “Sobra naman siya,
mayroon kaming verbal agreement.” Ano ba
senator, “‘verbal” agreement o “oral” agreement?

LAl

Is It true that a member of the cabinet
who Is having great difficulty passing the
Commission on Appointments went to see
Johnny Enrile to plead but Johnny rebuffed
him? According to my informant, Enrile
told this cabinet official: “I don’t like to
talk to pigs.”

L LL L]

Speaking of Johnny Enrile, I keep receiv-
ing reports that he is every where trying to
reorganize the Liberal Party. Johnny is only
the LP Vice-President but the way he moves
around for the LP, one would think that JPE
is preparing for something, Will he make a
run in 1998 or will he just want to be the
kingmaker in 1998?

gered: marine turtle, hawkbill turtle, Olive-
backed or Pacific Ridley's Loggerhead,
green sea turtle, Philippine crocodile, salt-
water or Estuarine crocodile, lizards and
python.

Two insects also made it to the list:
mountain apollo butterfly and birdwing but-
terfly.

Once these wildlife species are gone, they
are gone forever, leaving behind an imbal-
ance in ecology and beauty difficult to deter-
mine and restore. “If these wildlife species
will be gone,” said the late Luisito Cuy, a
wildlife biologist, “much of the country's
natural heritage, too, will be gone.”

Much of the threat to wildlife comes from
the rapid loss of the country's forest cover,
according to Green Forum Philippines, a non-
government organization involved in environ-
mental concems. Deforestation is occurring
at the rate of 119,000 hectares a year, or 25
hectares per hour, in spite of the govenment’s

effort to control logging.

Reforestation has been proceeding at only
40,000 hectares a year, Green Forum claims.
From 1972 to 1988, the country lost 8.45
million hectares of forests. Today, there are
barely 1.2 million hectares of virgin forests
left.

The country’s forest cover which stood at
75 percent in 1950 plunged to 25 percent in
1988, down 29 percent from the ideal me-
dian.

Green Forum said this decline underscores
the need to step up the drive to preserve
biodiversity of the environment.

According to the Protected Areas and
Wildlife Bureau (PAWB), a line agency of
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), the Philippines has more
than 2,500 wildlife species, excluding insects
and other invertebrates. The wildlife consists
of the following: amphibians, 70 to 80 spe-
cies and sub-species; reptiles, 240 to 250

species and sub-species; birds, 950 to 975
species and sub-species, including migratory
ones; mammals, 230 to 240 species and sub-
species; fishes, 2,300 to 2,400 species; and
corals, 485 species.

Wildlife offers many benefits. In the for-
est, they provide the link to the maintenance
of ecological balance. They are at the top
level of the food chain besides man. They
are also important pollinators and dispersal
agents of forest plants.

Wildlife also provides food. Wild deer,
wild pigs and birds are important sources of
animal protein. They are also used for edu-
cation and scientific purposes.

Many Filipinos collect wildlife for their
economic value. The most sought-after ani-
mals and plants are the Philippine mon-
keys; the blue-naped Parrot, Philippine
cockatoo and other wild birds; monitor
lizards, turtles, crocodiles, snakes and or-
chids. (Depthnews)
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Natives in forefront of environmental protection

By MANUEL B. TAMAYO

QUEZON CITY — Indig-
enous peoples the world over
have been in the forefront in
the campaign to prevenl
planet earth from becoming a
veritable wasteland.

Through their traditional
practices, they help renew the
fertility of the land, enhance
vegetation, conserve the top-
soil and enrich water re-
sources. These practices won
praises from participants in
the recently concluded Global
Earthsaving Summit,

Foreign Affairs secretary
Roberto Romulo told the sum-
mit that the traditional prac-
tices and skills of the indig-
enous peoples have proven to
be “highly sustainable and
environmentally sound.”

Unfortunately, chemical-
based technologies have in-
truded into the uplands and
backwaters, menacing indig-
enous peoples, their proper-

ties and cultural heritage sites. -

Take the case of the
Manobos in Cotabato. As

caretakers of the forests. they
live in harmony with the en-
vironment, taking only what
they need and preserving the
ecosystem, Bul outsiders
came with sprayers and
chemicals, disturbing the eco-
logical balance, says Custodio
Saliling, himself a Manobo.

The Manobos' experience
is common in Africa, other
parts of Asia, South Africa
and the Pacific. As related by
Eva Wiedeman of India
Nilgris, the South Indian in-
digenous peoples have lived
in harmony with nature. The
tribes’ rituals revolved around
the clan and the buffaloes.

“Intruders came. depriving
the tribals of grazing land and
even thatching grasses for
their houses,” Mrs.
Wiedeman said. She ex-
pressed hope for all govern-
ments to recognize the rights
of indigenous peoples over
ancestral domains,

“When the white men
came, they encouraged the de-

velopment of land to service
the needs of Europe.” recalled
Mrs. Margaret Anineyei of
Nigeria. “Wars and coups
d'etat also aggravated the
food crisis which eventually
became a moral issue. Wrong
food patterns resulted in the
loss of cultural food diver-
sity.”

She warned that a break-
down in food management
would hamper efforts to pre-

iNDlGENOUS PEOPLE: Forest caretakers.

serve the land, rivers and for-
est and to develop their
potentials for needed prod-
ucts, citing the situation in
Africa and the eastern belt of
the Middle East.

This pattemn is beginning
to emerge in the Philippines,
according to Tomas Ongoco
of the Earthsavers-Philip-
pines. Old technology of
backyard farming, livestock
raising and dairy operation is

losing ground.

The aboriginal people from
the Cordilleras voiced simi-
lar concern for food security,
stressing that indigenous
practices need not be stopped
by new technologies that
upset the ecology.

They said that new tech-
nologies from the outside are
damaging the topsoil and
built-in irrigation systems in
the 2,800-year-old Banaue
Rice Terraces.

Conservationists blamed
such intrusions for the dis-
appearing traditional seeds
and the diseases afflicting the
uplanders. Contamination of
water resources is also hurt-
ing livestock, poultry and
fishstocks. These are conse-
quences of the arbitrary norms
of the new technologies.

In many areas, poverty
spread as the indigenous peo-
ples could not afford the new
seeds required by new tech-
nologies which thrive on
costly chemicals known to
burn the soil and spawn plant
diseases and pests.

The chemicals increase the
need of certified seeds for
more water than rainfall could
meet.

The builders of the rice
terraces understood the need
for rice production to be in
harmony with the environ:
ment, particularly in the use
of water. Engineering work
for the rice terraces’ irriga-
tion system dovetails wih
the limitation of rainfall and
the tradition of sowing in-
digenous seeds. that neec
only very little moisture
ensuring ecological balance

The Rio Declaration in the
1992 Earth Summit called for
scientific knowledge to rein
force the ways the indigenous
peoples effect sustainable de-
velopment.

As pointed out by Prince
Alfred Von Lichentein of the
Vienna Academy for the
Study of the Future, the in
digenous ways are “a self
sustaining life anc
unharmful means of dealing
with the environment.’
(Depthnews) £

Bush

LA TRINIDAD, BEN-
GUET — Bushfires are eat-
ing up the few remaining
forest patches in the Cordill-
eras. A regular occurrence
every summer in the region,
the fires hasten the degrada-
tion of highland forest lands

ires ravage

into open wasltelands.

A Manila journalist, who
visited the Cordilleras re-
cently, recorded at least eight
raging bushfires in the hill-
sides. She later wrote about
the need to educate residents
on environment-friendly

methods of livelihood even in
vegetable farming, saying
“ignorance caused the present
havoc.”

With a population of
nearly two million, the
Cordilleras has a total land
area of 1,829,400 hectares. Of

Cordillera forests

By ROBERT DOMOGUEN

these, 340.658 hectares had
been classified as alienable
and disposable. 1,467,577
hectares as forest lands and
21,167 hectares as public
forest lands.

Of the region’s total land
area, 60 percent need to be
reforested. This area had been
cleared by loggers. slash-and-
bum farmers. ranchers and
plain farmers who want o
expand their agricultural
holdings.

But regular occurrence of
forest fires has prevented
natural regeneration of forests
in cleared lands. These oc-
curred from December to late
May,

March 1s known to local
residents as the bushfire
month, Countless bushfires
occurred during the month
along Kennon Road in Baguio
and Halsema Highway in
Benguet and Mt. Province.

Cordillerans agree that for-
est fires have become a major
problem in upland communi-

ties. In. Mt. Province, tribes-
men say careless and unin-
formed residents burn the for-
ests in summer to give way
for fresh grass to grow for
their cattle.

Slash-and-burn farmers,
on the other hand, torch the
remaining forest cover so they
will have a ready spot to cul-
tivate when the rainy season
sels in.

The tribesmen have noted
through the years that with
the disappearance of the natu-
ral forest cover, the water
tables dried up during sum-
mer, Cleared mountainsides
also readily erode when the
rains come and causes
flashfloods. Soil erosion rate
in the region was placed at
a range of one to 223 tons of
soil per hectare per year,

Forest fires kill all small
regenerations of forest plants
and trees, The fires also de-
grade and destroy forest soils
and areas, according to the
Department of Environment

and Natural Resources
(DENR).

The Cordillera is the pri-
mary ecological Zone and
watershed of Northen Luzon.
DENR noted that the
largescale disappearance of
woodstands has directly af-
fected the soil's ability to hold
surface water runoff and stou,
this in underground aquifers,

DENR has been undertak-
ing massive reforestation
projects in the Cordilleras
since 1938. Through contract
reforestation alone, the agency
reported a reforestation rate of
6,500 hectares per year. An-
other 12,550 hectares are es-
timated to be planted every
year through natural regenera-
tion and community-based
schemes. But a tour of the
region during summer, when
the skies are hazy due to
bushfire smoke, makes these
figures appreciable only i;
paper.

Forest degradation in the

(Page 12, please)
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Bagong binhi ng palay

ITONG uri ng "sapilitang pagtatalik* ay isang
di-ordinaryo at madulang Kasaysayan na
ginagampanan ng mga siyentista na kumakayod
gabi‘t araw upang makatuklas ng mga
pambihirang binhi na maaring magliglas ng
lahing Pilipino.

Sa pamamagitan ng makabagong
kasangkapan at ang tinatawag na biyolohikal
na teknolohiya, ang mga dalubhasa ng Philip-
pine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) ay
nagsusumikap na paglahiin ang iba't-ibang
espesye ng domestikadong palay at mga
katutubong ligaw na mga kauri nito (wild rice)
na matatagpuan sa katihan at mga ilang,

Ngunit ang gawain ng mga eksperio ng
PhilRice ay nagtataglay ng mga kumplikadong
pamamaraan (na kadalasa'y umaabot nang mula
apat hanggang anim pa taon) bago mabuo ang
kanilang mga pangarap na makahanap ng isang
binhi na kapaki-pakinabang,

Sa karaniwan at natural na pamamaraan,ang
masalimuot na ebolusyon ng binhing palay ay
isang mabagal at mahabang proseso ng
kalikasan at ang tagumpay ay makakamtan
lamang pagkaraan ng daang-taon at mahigit pa.
Kung tutuusin, ang mga ligaw na mga damo
ang siyang pinagsimulan ng aling kinakaing
palay pagkalapos nang maraming-taong
pagsasalin at pagbabago sa larangan ng
henesiya.

Ang naaangkop na binhi katulad ng mga
palay na nagiging bigas ay ang ipinagasawang
sinaunang punla at mga ligaw na uri ng palay
(wild rice variety). Ang huli ay may maltitibay
na kalangian laban sa mpga peste al sakil at
nag-aangkin ng ibang karakteristiko na
nakikipagpaligsahan sa dahas al lakas ng
panahon at kapaligiran.

LA L L

Sa isang sulok ng PhilRice sa Munoz, Nueva
Ecija ay nagkakandakuba ang ilang mga
agnkultunsta katulad ni Hilario dela Cruz, hepe
ng Plant Breeding Division upang mapabuli
ang mga binhing palay na pilit na pinaguugnay
upang ang resulta nito’y maaring
mapakinabangan ng mga magsasaka

Ayon kay Dela Cruz, ang sistema ng
paglalahi ng palay ay isa sa pangunahing misyon
ng pananaliksik ng kanilang tanggapan dahil
sa pangangailangan ng mas-mataas na ani para
sa naglulubong populasyon ng bansa, pagsugpo
ng mga pesie at sakit ng palay at pagaangat
ng kalidad ng bigas. Dahil sa pangangailangan
ng patuloy na pag-aaral at pagsusuri ng
paglalahi ng mga binhing palay, ang PhilRice
ay may alagang 12 espesye ng wild rice, ang
langing pinagkukunan ng mga semilya para sa
makabagong uri ng palay o ang linatawag na
high breed variety

Ang mga ito’y napagalaman na nagtataglay
ng mga katangian (genes) na maaring magamil
sa pagpapatibay ng makabagong lahi laban sa
lag-tuyot, mga sakil at sa mga peste ng palay.

Papaano nagagawa ito? Dilo umeeksena ang
mga bagong bayani ng PhilRice na siyang
nagtalaguyod ng pagpapalahi ng mga makabago
at katutubong binhi,

Sa isang panayam kamakailan lamang,
inilantad ni Antonio Alfonso isa sa mga
mananaliksik ng Plant Breeding Division, ang
maraming teknik na kanilang sinusunod sa
pagaasawa o paglalahi ng mga binhi, katulad
ng embryo rescue, back-crossing, tissue cul-

PUBLISHER'S
NOTE

by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

fure at material selection.

Si Alfonso na may kasanayan na sa embryo
rescue ay nagsabi na ang prosesong ito ay ang
pagkukuha ng embrion (embri'o) na nanggaling
sa dalawang pinagasawang halamang palay na
magkaibang uri at ang paglalagay nito sa isang
“culture medium™ na nakalagay sa “fest tube’
upang ito'y sumibol at lumago bilang isang
alagaang punla.

Ngunil ito pa lamang ang simula ng isang
serye ng pangyayari bago lumitaw ang
natatanging binhi. Sa katunavian maraming

panahon ng pagtatanim ang lilipas al ang
dalowang halaman (mother plant s\ donor plant)
na siyang pinagmulan ng orihinal na pangpunla
ay daranas A Tin Ng maraming pagaasawa
hangga't ang Kkanilang mga supang ay
magtataglay na ng mga angkop na katangian.

Mula sa experinental station sa Munoz,
Nueva Ecija ang mga bagong Iahi ng palay ay
itatanim sa iba't-ibang bukid sa bansa at dito
pinagpapatuloy ang pananaliksik ng PhilRice
Kung ang mga katangian ay napalunayan na
matagumpay Kaugnay sa ani, panlaban sa peste
at sakit at kalidad ng bulil, ang mga bagong
halaman ay isusubok muli sa mga ibang paraan
ng iba pang mga siyentista ng isang tanggapan
na kung lavkagin ay National Cooperative
Testing.

Ang huling hantungan ng mga bagong uri
ay sa Philippine Seed Board na siyang
magsusuri, magpapahalaga at magpapakilala ng
mga binhl na maari nang ilanim nang
malawakan sa sari-saring bukid ng ating bansa.

LA L LR ]

Al makakain na ninyo ang bigas mula sa
pawis ng mga magsasaka at mula pa rin sa
talino’t tiyaga ng mga mananaliksik ng
“pagtatalik” ne iha't-ibang binhi ne nalav.

NOBELA

Ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

Mga binhi ng banyaga -

IKA-75 NA LABAS

malinaw na boses. “Hindi nga po sumagi sa isip ko ang puntong

“T AMA PO kayo, Mr. Slaughter,” tugon niya sa garalgal ngunit

iyan. At nakikita ko rin na nasasainyo ang katwiran. Hindi ko man
sinadya, lumalabas ngang nasira ko ang pagtiwala n’yo,” Lumunok muna ang
dalaga ng ilang beses bago magpatuloy. “Inihihingi ko po iyon ng tawad sa inyo.
At salamat sa paglahad n’yo sa akin ng aking pagkamali. Sisikapin ko pong
maituwid iyon. Maiwan ko po muna kayo sandali.” At tumayo kaagad upang
pumasok sa cloister ng monasteryo.

“Babalikan mo ba kami
rito?” habol ni Frank.

Sumagot ng opo ang da-
laga subalit tuluy-tuloy sa
paglakad. Mga kalahating
oras ding naghintay ang mag-
ama. Hindi na sila nag-usap
kundi pinalipas ang panahon
sa pagbabasa ng mga reli-
gious literature na sadyang
inilagay sa silid na yaon. Pag-
balik ni Sarah ay iniabot kaa-
gad kay Henry Slaughter ang
1sang sobre.

“Pasyensiya po kayo't
pinakuha pa ng madre su-
peryora ang laman niyan sa
labas.™

“Ano ba ‘yan?" Ilindi
tinanggap ni Henry Slaughter
ang sobre kaya inilapag ng
dalaga sa mesita na nasa
pagitan ng kanilang inu-
upuna.

“Ang pera po ninyo.
Twenty thousand.”

Namula muna ang mukha
ng matanda sa biglang sulak
ng galit bago namutla sa pag-
sumikap niyang makapagt-
impi. Tumayo si Frank, tiim
ang bagang, kuym ang mga
palad. Nagsalita na ang tinig
ay lumatapos lamang sa
nagngangalit na mga ngipin.
“Pambihira ka. Sarah. Parang
sinampal mo ang 1lay niyan,
a. Nilinaw naman niya sa iyo
na hindi ang perang iyan ang
sadya miya rnto. Hindi mo ba
naunawaan tyan?"

“Naunawaan ko," sagot ng
dalaga. *“Subalit hindi mata-
tanggap ng Diyos ang salap-
ing may bahid ng pandaraya
at kalokohan. Kaya, kailan-

gang isoli ko,”

“Paano ngayon ang pag-
mamadre mo? May ipagpa-
palit ka ba sa halagang ito?"
usisa ng multi-milyonaryo
pagbalik ng hinahon.

“Walang imposible sa
Diyos,” ang tugon. “Siya ang
may gustong mag-madre ako.
Matutupad iyon, may dowry
man ako o wala.”

Naupo muli si Frank.
“Alam mo, sweetheart...,”
Sinawata siya ni Sarah,
“Please lang, Frank, huwag
mo na akong lawagin nang
ganyan. Tapos na ang naging
kaugnayan natin.”

Nagalumpihit muna ang
binata bago niya nagawang
makuntrol ang sarili, Nagbun-
tunghininga at dinilaan ang
mga labi bago nakapagpatuloy
sa pagsalita: “Okey, Sarah,
wala na akong ginawa mula
nang huling pagkita natin dito
kung pag-aralan itong problema
na namagitan sa ating dalawa.
Gusto sana kitang kausapin
upang ilahad sa iyo ang aking
mga natuklasan, subalit ni ayaw
mo na akong harapin. Bakit
ganu'n7’

“Kasi, ipipilit mo lang ang
gusto mo, hindi na talaga
pwede iyon, e."

“A, ganun'n, Bakit, kai-
lan ko ba pinilit sa ‘yo ang
gusto ko? Sobra naman iyang
konsiyensiya mo, ano na ba
ang naging paglingin mo sa
akin, rapist?” Hindi kumibo
ang Sarah. “Ayon kay Bishop
Morrow sa librong “My
Catholic Faith,” maraming uri
ang konsiyensiya: may scru-

L

pulous (sobrang higpit), lax
(sobrang luwag), at right
(tama) conscience. Kokonti
lamang sa atin ang nakaka-
pagdebelop ng right con-
science. Kaya, kailangan na-
tin ang payo ng mga compe-
tent spiritual guides o direc-
tors. At kahit sila'y maaaring
magkamali. After all, no-
body’s perfect. Walang infal-
lible sa atin. Kaya, sabi mo
sa akin, it’s all a matter of
conscience. Ang pagmamadre
ang will of God para sa iyo.

“Now, for heaven’s sake,
how can you be so sure? Oo
nga’t hindi ako o hindi pa
Katoliko, kaya iba ang
paniniwala ko kaysa sa iyo.
Subalit kung tama para sa iyo
at mali para sa akin, hing®
maaaring pareho tayong tama.
Ang maaari lang ay kapwa
tayo mali. Kaya, masama ba
iyung hanapin natin at tiya-
kin sa abot ng ating
makakaya kung alin at sino
sa atin ang tama?”

“A, basta ang alam ko'y
kailangang tupdin ko ang pa-
nata ko sa Diyos. Kayong
dalawa'y nangako sa Diyons.
Hindi ba't sinikap ninyong
matupad? Bakit hindi na lang
ninyo akong hayaang (uparin
ko ang sa akin?”

“Dahil walang naper-
wisyong lao sa ginawa naming
panata. Samanlalang sa panala
mo'y naging agrabyado ako,
kami. Ito na lang, sweel..., a..
Sarah, ang hinihiling kon?
linawin natin, Kapag na-
kumbinsi mo ako, hindi na kita
gagambalain kailanman.™

(May karugtong)

Bushfires...

(From page 10)

Cordilleras is not a hopeless problem, though.
In western Mt. Province, tribesmen are now
demonstrating that they can bring back lost
forests on their own initiative, according 10
Davis Dicdican, former zone chairman of the
Department of Agriculture’s Central Cordillera
Agricultural Program,

In one of their successful projects there,
Dicdican narrates that the people were told
what thev need to know and dn in their own

dialect through their tribal leaders about for-
est degradation, When they found out that
the water problem is related to the disap-
pearance of the trees, they mobilized the
whole community and resolved to reforest
their mountains. The project then served
simply as a catalyst for continuing commu-
nity action.

Dicdican said that the tribesmen also
became more interested in tree planting. They
have demarcated watershed zones, and devel-
oped a forest watch system that requires each'
member of the community to spend time
snardine reforestad areas (Nenthnews)
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