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RP 2000

Rally
for peace

IN METRO MANILA

WB report hits
Ramos ‘,‘N'C’ plan

Seooe
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ALIS DISEASE: President Fidel V. Ramos administers the oral polio vaccine (OPYV)
to Lianne Carmell Bernardino to mark the start of the final phase of the nationwide
“Oplan Alis Disease” campaign last May 19. Health Secretary Juan Flavier assists the
President in the “ceremonial dose” of the OPV and Vitamin A supplements held at Barangay
641 of San Miguel District near Malscafiang. Looking on are First Lady Amelita Ramos
and Manlls Mayor Alfredo Lim. (Malacaiang Photo)

— —————— :
MOTHER OF THE YEAR: Pagcor Chalrmar Alice LL Reyes (third from leff) named

Toddlers,
mothers,
share
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Mother of the Year for Government and Public Service, with family: Antonlo Enriquez Jr,
Rosette Reyes-Enriquez, Rafael Reyes, Rebecca Reyes-Bautista, Noel Bautista; (Seated) Renato
Antonlo Enriquez and Michael Joseph Bautista. (see Julie Amargo’s column, page 8)

Declining
quality,
availability
of education
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An Exposé on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
monthly income was P29 million. The income went up to P169 million in 1987,
highest monthly income declared was ® 55 £212.5 million in 1988, 290 million in 1989,
million. P341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991
P501 million in 1992 and P576 million in the first
quarter of 1993.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In almost seven years of operation, from July 1986
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the to March 31, 1993, the new PAGCOR has already
government was 2.1 billion. remitted a total of #18.54 billion to the government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President's directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's

income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, cities hosting the casinos,

the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts. Nothing is left with
PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is
considerably different from what it was in the past.

Q‘\ ?AGOO Responding Through Responsible Gaming
* ¢ T - = H
\\ ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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"WB report debunks
“Philippines 2000’

L 4

By ERIC S. GIRON

THREE-PART World Bank assessment re-

port reduces to a hoax the Philippines 2000

concept projected by the Ramos administra-
tion of a Newly Industrialized Country in the 21st
century that would qualify as an economic “tiger”
like the original countries of Singapore, Malaysia,
Thailand and Indonesia from where economic “mira-
cles” have spread to East Asia.

While these NICs have
succeeded in attracting “'size-
able levels of foreign re-
sources from private investors
and creditors,” the World
Bank noted “the Philippines
has continued to rely on ex-
ceptional financing from offi-
cial creditors over the period.”
The study of the Philippine
economic situation precludes
its potential to achieve NIC
status by year 2000.

“The government has al-
ways presented a rosy outlook
on the economy when it was
clear that a period of austerity
was inevitable as in 1986 and
1991," the WB noted. Persist-
ent fiscal imbalance since the
1970s of government spending
outstripping revenues has led
to the accumulation of external
debt and, more recently, of
internal debt.

“Two essential ingredi-
ents, which have been
stressed in East Asian coun-
tries but which have been
lacking in the Philippines are
consistency in policy and
implementation and a sense
of national purpose,” the WB
highlighted.  *“Sustained
growth at even the moderate
rales indicated in this report
of 5-6 percent depends on an
improvement in governance —
both with regard to the de-
lineation of governmental
roles and the effective func-
tioning of institutions on a
broad front.”

SELLING RAMOS

This is what happens

when a national security ad-
viser dabbles in economic
planning. Sen, Blas Ople at-
tributed to NSA adviser Jose
Almonte, a close Ramos
henchman, *“Philippines
2000." The Ramos adminis-
tration is intensively peddling
the idea on broadcast and
print media more as a propa-
ganda gimmick than an eco-
nomic possibility.

A search was launched for
an advertising agency Lo pro-
mote the political slogan.
McCann-Ericson was lagged
by a seven-man panel for the
job. Julie Yap Daza asks if
they can say in so many
words *“the Philippines as a
product for the 21st century:
what is it we're selling? And
who are we selling it to?"

“Perhaps, before a presen-
tation for Philippines 2000
was called for, there should
have been one on Philippines:
Let There Be Light,” Julie
said, adding that NIC could
stand for “No Jlaw Country.”

Foreign Sec., Roberto
Romulo signed a $240,000 a
year contract with L.A. Mot-
ley Associates public relations
firm of Washington and
agreed to pay $360,000 (P10
million) to Gray Communi-
cations, Inc. in New York
City to sell the Philippines to
the United States. President
Ramos has been waiting since
February for a White House
invitation from President Bill
Clinton.

“The greenbacks are bet-

-

ter spent right here attending
to our problems such as en-
ergy. peace and order, infra-
structure, graft and corrup-
tion, the environment. to
mention only a few ol the
worst,” the ‘Daily Inquirer
commented.

The Philippines’ problem
is not marketing but perform-
ance. Public relations is as
good only as the product it
sells. Americans are still sore
that the Philippines rejected
further stay of the US bases
while some Filipino officials
threatened to support Libya’s
refusal to turn over to the US
two terrorists who blew up a
jet liner over Bntain.

Other ASEAN members
who spend money on promo-
tions have achieved economic
stability while the Philippine
government has yet to put its
act together.

PARTIES “RAIDED”

It's balimbing time again,
Sen. Blas Ople said President
Ramos, using Philippines
2000 as his battle-cry, has
stolen a march from opposi-
tion parties in relentlessly

INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY: WB report precludes RP’s economic potential

raiding governors and may-
ors elected under the Laban
ng Demokratikong Pilipino,
Nationalist People’s Coalition
and other parties to put up
the Lakas-NUCD one-party
system until none is left to
oppose him and his policies.

Ramos' sidekick, Speaker
Jose de Venecia Jr., has been
sweeping the countryside pro-
moting the concept of “newly-
industrialized provinces by
year 2000.”

Former Vice President Sal-
vador I, Laurel's
Nacionalista Party formally
affiliated with the Lakas
“Rainbow Coalition™ at Ma-
lacanang May 18. From a
national point of view, Ople
said the Lakas raiding of other
parties “would have insidious
effects on the development of
a responsible party system.

He said Bulacan’s com-
petitiveness as a major growth
center may be impaired by the
mass exodus of officials led
by Gov. Roberto
Pagdanganan, Vice Gov.
Josie de la Cruz, four con-
gressmen who were elected

under different parties, and
100 local officials to the
Lakas. Their vath-taking was
set May 21 at Malacafang,.

The massive buildup of Ra-
mos’ party is woITying minor-
ity leaders like Rep. Hemando
Perez (Batangas) who suspects
the President is harboring dic-
tatorial ambitions. The late
dictator Ferdinand E. Marcos,
after winning his second presi-
dential term in 1967, put up
the dominant Kilusang Bagong
Lipunan prior to his proclama-
tion of martial law on Sept. 21,
1972.

Under the Constitution,
Ramos is no longer eligible
for re-election after a single
six-year term. Bul he ex-
pressed a desire 10 overstay
up to the 21st century. Perez
noted his programs go beyond
year 2000, An alternative
Ramos prospect is to head a
parliamentary government
which Congress is reviving if
he does not shift from presi-
dential to authoritarian rule
like Marcos.

UNREALISTIC GOAL

The Ramos government

“suffers from a much lower
perception of economic
progress compared with such
economic successes like In-
donesia and Mexico,” the
World Bank said. Snail
progress was blamed on the
“slowness of implementation
of tax and agrarian reforms.”

“The Philippines may also
suffer unrealistic expectations
which, when not met, produce
disappointment,” the WB
pointed out.

This bolsters Sen. Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo’s assess-
ment of the five-year (1993-
1998) medium term develop-
ment plan of the National
Economic and Development
Authority as “unachievable.”
She cited the absence of de-
tails on how the country can
be industnalized by year 2000
and regarded it as a mere
“political wish™ of President
Ramos.

After zero growth in 1992,
Arroyo said the 3.5% growth
target for 1993 (scaled down
from 4.5%) is still “too am-
bitious” and the best the
country can expect is 2%
growth by year-end.

The WB report cautioned
the Ramos administration to
avoid past pitfalls where
“expectations are raised by
initial pronouncements of
government intentions and
then dashed by actual re-
sults.” These unrealistic ex-
pectations were “responsible
for a lack of confidence in the
economy and for a pervasive
atmosphere of uncertainty,”
the report pointed out.

The Ramos moves from
provincial bamnstorming when
he is in town to his monthly
junkets all over Asia are re-
garded as image-building
sorties. Philippines 2000
takes the place of his inane
“People Empowerment” poll

(Next page, please)
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SEN. OPLE:

campaign slogan in 1992. He
has yet to rescue the bigger
half of the population below
the poverty line. “It's not so
much about achieving NIC
status but more of reducing
poverty,” Sen. Macapagal-
Arroyo remarked.
REVENUE LACK

The revenue program is
crucial to the Ramos govern-
ment since much of the eco-
nomic pump-priming is to be
initiated with its own funds,
the WB pointed out. The
administration is in a hurry
to spend P65.8 billion on
infrastructure in 1993 and a
total of P588.2 billion up to
1998. But revenue collection
can not catch up with the hefty
expenditures and debts.

In the first two months of
1993, the government bor-
rowed P47.83 billion, 153
percent or P28.93 billion more
than its ceiling and exceeded
the allowable P14 billion limit
in paying P15.19 billion
interest on Treasury bills and
notes.

The President’s junkets
with an entourage of 30 to 40
who are passed off as “media
representatives,” have ex-
hausted the Malacafang
funds. The Office of the Presi-
dent is looking for other
funding sources for future
Ramos trips such as that to
Korea on May 21.

Sen. Emesto Maceda said
the foreign affairs department
alone spent PS5 million for
Ramos’ Tokyo trip. The trade
and industry department and
other Cabinet offices which
pave the way for contracts
and activities attendant to the
Ramos visits also put in their
share of expenses. Maceda
wanted to know what these

Raps propaganda gimmick.

departments derive in ex-
change for the money spent.

A number of employes
boycotied the Bureau of
Broadcast Services despedida
party for Sec. Rod Reyes in
protest to the “unnecessary
and extravagant™ P50,000
spent after the press secre-
tary's office had incurred
P115,000 deficit on account
of unprogrammed 2xpendi-
wures for the presidential
state visits.

Reyes formed a commit-
tee to probe three Philippine
Broadcasting Services divi-
sion chiefs with regard to the
PBS Employes’ Association
complaint of irregularities in
the purchase of computers
last year,

BILLION-PESO SCAMS

The World Bank empha-
sized the need for govemn-
ment focus on ensuring that
public spending is carried out
efficiently in infrastructure
projects, “to mobilize public

NOVENA TO ST, JUDE
Oh, Holy 51 Jude, Apostle and

resources 1o increase the level
of infrastructure spending and
to develop the regulatory
environment for private in-
volvement in infrastructure.”

The Mt. Pinatubo rehabili-
tation projects in Central
Luzon arec a shameful exam-
ple of how 40 private con-
tractors and 58 incumbent and
former public officials de-
frauded the government of P3
billion. The Senate blue-rib-
bon committee came up with
a 96-page report on the
“laharscam” after seven
months probe.

Held culpable for the ir-
regularities are former Sec.
Guillermo Carague of budget
and management, head of
Task Force Pinatubo during
President Aquino's term,
Works Undersecretary
Teodoro Encamacion, and
Sylvia Ordofez, executive
director of Technology and
Livelihood Resource Center,
and others.

The private contractors
were held liable for corner-
ing juicy projects which did
not respond to the needs of
the Pinatubo wvictims,
overbilling, unnecessary
dredging of rivers, splitting of
contracts, tax evasion, and
other crimes. Malacariang or-
dered the Bureau of Investi-
gation to probe the scam.

LOANS MATURING

“Fiscal deficit reduction
compatible with growth has
proved difficult to sustain,”
the WB said. Measures to
reduce the deficit like ad hoc
taxes (the temporary import
levy, gross receipts tax on fi-
nancial intermediation, and
various stamp taxes and fees)
dragged down growth. Debt
service was reduced through
rescheduling and debt service
reductions with official and

Martyr, Greal in Virtue, Rich in Mirad
near in kinsman of Jesus Christ. Faith-
lul intercessor ol all who invoke your
special patronage in time of need To
you, | have resourced (rom ihe depth
ol my heart And humbly beg greal
powes to come 1o my assistance, Help
me in my present and most urgent
psttion, In retum, | promse to make
your name known and because you fo
be invoke Si. Jude pray lor us and all
who invoke thy ad.

Pray lor thi/day lot @ days.

Prayer wil be granied on the Bth

day
i THANK YOU.. CC.Z

Holy Spirt Thou who make me see
everything and show me (he way o
rsach my ideal You who give me the
divine gift o lorgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and who are
in all instances ol my lde with me. |, in
this ghor dialogue, want lo thank you
for everylhing and confirm once mare
that | never want lo be separated from
You no matier how great the materal
desires may be. | want to ba with You
and my loved ones n Your perpetual
glory. Amen. THANK YOU..CC.Z

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hoereby given thal the
esiate of the late GRACIANAYICENTE
was exirajudicially sstiied among her
heirs on May 4, 1993 under Doc. No
164; Page No. 34, Book No 18, Seres
of 1993 of Notary Pubbc Paina G. Abelia
ol the oty of Manila

WE FORUM
May 10,17 & 24, 1093

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given that (he
esiate of the lale LEONORA PAYAD
who died on February 10, 1678 at
Silang, Cavite has been extrajudically
soltled among her heirs in a document
enliled “Kasulatan ng Pagbabahaging
Labas sa Hukuman ng Lupang Naiwan
ng Yumaong si Leonora Payad,” under
Doc No. 482; Page No. 88, Book No 4,
Series of 1984 of Notary Public Inneo
A, Anama of Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
May 17,24 & 31, 1093

commercial creditors.
Iixternal debt service has
been responsible for the re-
current Central Bank deficits
(now $329 billion). Betwéen
now and December, CB Gov.
Jose Cuisia Jr. said $700
milljon matunng loans from
thg~Paris Club of industrial-
ized country have 1o be paid.
These cannot be rescheduled

However, talks of Philip-
pine economic managers with
the IMF collapsed in April.
Another meeting is set in
June. By that time Congress

gxgigtcd to have passed

v

blamed the slow response to
structural reforms on “deep-
rooted oligopoly and struc-
tural poverty and low private
savings and investments.” It
noted in “over half of manu-
k laws and the bill | Ju:lul‘iug subsectors, the top

account for more
total sales...” To

{’ -industrial bias

rehabilitated.: The ‘favoringlng: firms, strict en-

unless the Phrllppmcs has an
economic program with the
International Monetary Fund,
the WB'’s sister institution.

pvermment is geek-
jer $450 millionloan
pWer projects. o
The World Bank réport

forcement of anti-monopoly
regulations and avoiding in-
centives for large and small

(Page 5, please)

L TRIAL COURT
JUDICIAL REGION

Land Reg. Case No. TG-442 i LRA Record No. N-63302

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village, Makati,
Metro Manila, the Regional Executive Director, Region IV, DENR, L & S Bidg., 1515 Roxas Bivd., Ermita,
the Hon. Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, both in Manila,
the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bidg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director,
Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila, the Provincial
Governor, the Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial Treasurer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Works and
Highways District Engineer, Trece Martires City, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector,
Rotonda, Bacoor, Cavite, the City Mayor, the City Council, the City Fiscal, the City Treasurer, the City
Engineer, Tagaytay City, Julia Cuadra, Pedro Cuadra, Heirs of Hilarion Maglabe, all in Brgy. Guinhawa,
Tagaytay City, Lazaro Diesta, Emeterio Ferma, Pedro Dimaranan, Mateo Ferma, all in Brgy. Neogan,
Tagaytay City, AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by Conchita A. Dimapilis, et al, all residents
of Barangay Guinhawa, Tagaytay City, thru Atty. Irenec A. Anarna, Alejandro & Anama Law Office, 11
Madlansacay St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite, praying for the registration and confirmation of the tile to the
following described land with improvements thereon.

A parcel ofland (Lot 8600-B, of the subd. plan, Csd-042119-011104-D, being a portion of Lot 8600, Cad.
355, Tagaytay Cadastre, L.R.C. Rec. No. ), situated in the Brgy. of Neogan, City of Tagaytay. Bounded
on the NW., along line 1-2, by Lot 8591, along line 2-3, by Lot 8602; (Julia Cuadra); on the NE., along line
3-4, by Lot 8585 (Pedro Dimaranan); along line 4-5, by Lot 8586 (Matea Ferma),; all of Cad. 355 Tagaytay
Cadastre; on the SE., along line 5-6, by Lot 8601 (Lazaro Diesta); along line 6-7, by Lot 8603, Csd-04-
004328-D (Emeterio Ferma); on the SW., along lines 7-8-9, by Lot 8600-C; on the NW., & NE., along lines
9-10-1, by Lot 8600-A, both of the subd. plan. Beginning at a point marked *1”on plan, being S. 72 deg.
27'W., 6732.18 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad. 355, Tagaytay Cadastre.

thence S. 56 deg. 23'E., 59.43 m. to point 2;

thence N. 56 deg. 59'E., 19.73 m. to point 3;

thence S. 40 deg. 46'E., 47.53 m. to point 4,

thence S. 48 deg. 29'E., 26.06 m, to point 5;

thence S. 55 deg. 02'W., 68.69 m. to point 6; P

thence S. 58 deg. 05'W., 28.32 m. to paint 7;

thence N. 81 deg. 03'W., 19.28 m. to point 8;

thence N. 49 deg. 17'W., 38.60 m. to point 9;

thence N. 56 deg. 23'E., 36.32 m. to point 10;

thence N. 49 deg. 17'W., 24.00 m. to point of
beginning; containing an area of SEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED (7,200) SQUARE METERS. All
points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P.S. cyl. conc. mons. 15 x
60 cms., bearings true; date of original survey, Jan, 12, 1964 to Jan. 24, 1968, and that of the subdivision
survey, July 18, 1992, and was approved on Sept. 9, 1992.

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Courtat its session to be held at Branch XVIII,
Tagaytay City, Philippines, on the 22nd day of July, 1993, at8:30 o'clock in the forenoon, then and there
to presentsuch claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereol, and to submit evidence in support
of such claim and unless you appear at said Court at the time and place®aforesaid, your default will be
recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and the evidence
belore the Court and thereafter you will forever be barred from contesting said application (or petition) or
any decree entered thereon.

Witness: the Hon. ELEUTERIO F. GUERRERO, Judge of said Court, the 16thday of March, in the year
1993,

Issued at:Quezon City, Philippines, this 23rd day of April, 1993,

ATTEST;
REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Autharity
By:
(Sgd.) SALVADOR L ORIEL
Chief, Docket Division
WE FORUM
May 24, 1993
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Toddlers, parents
share work premises

BY DIVINA PAREDES-JAPA

HEN TELEVISION host and actress Connie Angeles decided to enter

politics last year, her businessman-husband solidly backed her.

Ms. Angeles topped the race for councilor of the third district of
Quezon City, the largest city in Metro Manila. She enthusiastically tackled her
new role even while maintaining her regular television shows.

But like all working mothers, the councilor
as in a quandary. Her daughter Camille was
five years old and although she had the advan-
tage of having trustworthy househelp, it was a
heart-wrenching decision for her to cut down on
the time she spent with her only child.
Noting the similar situation of other em-
ployed parents, Ms. Angeles filed a resolu-
tion calling for the creation of a day care
centre right within the premises of the Quezon
City Hall. This way, she said, the parents are
assured that their children are in safe hands
and can be with them during lunch breaks.
The 23 other councilors, of whom only
one other is 2 woman, unanimously passed

City Hall.

Councilor Angeles said Yakap was “‘borne
out of a mother's love for her child ... a love
now willingly extended to Quezon City gov-
ermment employes who like me face the same
predicament of having to work at the expense
of the family.”

The children have three guardians who,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or during regular office
hours, see to it that their wards not only are
looked after but also participate in activities
like learning new songs and group play. The
parents provide for the children’s lunch.

Ms. Angeles says that in a few weeks, the
centre will be ready to receive infants and

‘within City Hall

‘Mother-baby friendly’ Quezon City in
Metropolitan Manila rightly thumps its chest
over a ‘first’ in promoting children’s welfare
— the establishment of a day creche right

the resolution. Quezon City Mayor Ismael
Mathay, Jr. provided the seed money to begin
operations of the day care centre — the first
of its kind to be established by a local gov-
emment unit in Metro Manila.

Earlier, Mayor Mathay declared Quezon
City a “mother-baby friendly” city, the first
mayor in the Philippines to do so. This means,
among others, the provision of breast-feeding
facilities for mothers and their newboms in
hospitals.

Today, the day care centre — fittingly
called Yakap (meaning embrace) — tends to
some 32 children aged three to six, 19 of

twhl:orn have parents who both work at the

will have an area for mothers who want to
breast-feed their babies, with trained midwives
assisting. Women'’s and child advocacy groups
have expressed willingness to help train day
care employes.

Mayor Mathay, who was recently elected
chairman of the Metro Manila Authority
(MMA), has been urged by the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to encour-
age other mayors to set up similar day care
facilities in their respective city halls and in
depressed communities. (The MMA is the
agency which oversees administration of
public services for the entire metropolis.)

“As you may know, day care centres are

QUEZON CITY: ‘““Mother-baby friendly.”

critical as the mental development of a
preschooler is at its peak during these early
years. Furthermore, a day care centre provides
comiort, safety and protection for the child
and a support system for working parents,"
said UNICEF Representative Keshab B.
Mathema in a letter to the mayor,

[.eopoldo Moselina, UNICEF programme
officer of urban basic services, said his office
is coordinating with 11 other city govemn-
ments nationwide for the establishment of day
care centres for their employes

lhese cities are Manila, Kalookan and
Pasay in Metro Manila, and Olongapo, An-
geles, Cebu, Bacolod, Iloilo, Cotabato,
Zamboanga and Davao,

The setting up of day care centres is part
of the Philippine Plan of Action for Children
which details the govemment's commitment
to provide integrated services for children in
the fields of health and education, points out
Mr. Moselina.

Quezon City now has 192 city-run day care
centres in 90 barangays, said Teresa Mariano,
head of the city government’s social welfare
division. (A barangay is the Philippines’
smallest political unit.)

MAYOR MATHAY

The Child and Youth Welfare Code also

mandates that every community should have _

a day care centre run either by the munici-
pality or the barangay.

However, lack of funds and political will
have prevented this mandate from being car-
ried out. (Depthnews Asla)

WB report...

(From page 4)

firms was urged.
BITTER REFORMS

The formula for recovery is laid out. What
needs to be done is to cut down on reckless
spending and redouble efforts to collect rev-
enue from tax dodgers. With electricity rates
increased by 23 centavos per kilowatt hour,
the spate of new taxes are a bitter pill to
swallow. Government employes have yet to
be reduced and public services improved.

Senate President Edgardo Angara proposed
a law to emnower President Ramos to purge

the entire bureaucracy just as 62 Philippine
National Police officers were forced 1o retire
*“voluntarily.” The law would shield the Presi-
dent from Civil Service Commission inter-
vention in case of protests.

But Ramos is still stumped on how to cope
with the major energy crisis. Congress has
granted him his wishes for a Department of
Energy now under Sec. Delfin Lazaro and
emergency powers to cope with the problem
which he initially used to increase electricity
rates.

Power outages have gone from bad to
worse, Recent successive breakdowns of
power generating plants have extended 4-6-
hour outages to 8-10. The Luzon grid was

deprived of 940 megawatis of power. The
brownout problem that was supposed to be
over this coming June may yet last up to year-
end.

THE TRUTH

In the face of the crippling power outages,
domestic problems of Moro banditry and kid-
napping in Basilan and Mindanao, NPA at-
tacks on soldiers in Leyte and Negros, bank
holdups and bomb blasts in Metro Manila,
“hoodlums in uniform,” the PNP mess, tuition
fee increases, elc., what is President Ramos’
rationale in giving priority to his frequent
foreign travels?

How can an absentee President effectively at-
tend to a country in dire financial and economic
crisis, with destitute people, insufficient rice to feed
the lasses, land scams in place of agrarian reform,

and needs to produce agricultural and mineral raw
materials for the factories in order to industrialize?

President Ramos has shown more concern for
political cronyism and the spoils system by ap-
pointing such rejects like Manuel (Manda) Elizalde
as ambassador to Mexico, defeated senatorial as-
pirant Tomas (Buddy) Gomez [I] as Metro Manila
manager, and political affiliates as square pegs in
round holes. The result is mediocrity in govern-
ment.

Ramos had hardly warmed his seat after the
clection when he was again hitting the campaign
trail. People wondered why. Now he is mouthing
that Philippines 2000 gimmick as if he were se-
riously aiming at NIC status for the country. It is
nothing more than a masterpiece of deception as
shown by the sound analysis of the World Bank.
All he really wants is to overstay beyond the end
of his term °  1998.
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Traitors in the midst

EPUTY OMBUDSMAN Francisco Villa, who successfully prosecuted that congres-
D slonal gun runner, did not mince words when he described three Filipinos as

“cconomic enemics and traitors to the Republic.” He arrived last week after the
Westinghouse bribery casc was put to rest in a New Jersey court and now being delib-
erated upon by a jury of five men and seven women. The week before, the jury reached
a 10-2 verdict In favor of Westinghouse, mainly because of the testimony of the “traitors,™
and It Is now quite probable that the company, together with that fake Austrian count,

Herminlo Disinl, will get off the hook. (Like that jury of ethnic ignoramuses who acquitted

Marcosa of stealing a few years back).

Perfecto Fernandez, one of the so-called traitors, was quoted by Villa to have said:
“As a dictator, he (Marcos) could do anything. So he really did nothing wrong.” If this
Is the kind of logic a UP professor is capable of, God help the student who might study
under him. That makes dictatorship synonymous with godhead and invests it with an aura
of Infallibllity. The dictator is god, that was his way of refuting the claim of state lawyers
that Marcos and Disinl gave the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant project to Westinghouse
simply because of bribe money.

Sad to say, Disinl s now a member of a European peerage with a genuine Austrian
castle, while Fernandez Is not. But loyalty is never without its rich rewards. One of these
blacked-out days, we may yet hear that the guy is “shining™ the count’s boots.

Back in form

OR A time, admirers of Sen. Arturo Tolentino were afrald that the man has

succumbed to the onset of senlle decay, especially after that Manlla Hotel caper

where a bunch of fools proclalmed him president. But his stint at the Senate is
proving every day that he Is back to the old form that has earned him the respect and
admiration of the people over a perlod of years In the field of public service.

Last week, he stood up in harsh criticism of the high court which he described as
a “constitutional tyrant” and “a kingdom unto itself within the Republic.” In all its years,
the high court has never been subjected to such plllory from the highest and most
respected officlals of the land, for Tolentino’s Is not a lone volce. Desplte Its findings on
the so-called Magnificent Seven (a group of judges who allegedly sells decislons) It seems
the high court will not be spared by the mounting wrath of the public agalnst its members
and their reported high-living style. The judiciary is besieged.

Assalling the vast powers of the high court that placed It above even the President
and Congress, Tolentino cited the following:

It can decide political questions which were formerly considered “beyond Jjudicial
review;

It can protect itself from any reorganization to be initiated by Congress;

It can dictate its own budgetary appropriations which cannot be reduced even if
all government agencles must suffer cuts due to budget deficits;

It can declare laws, treatics and executive orders unconstitutional;

It can keep out Congress from reviewing, repealing or amending questionable rules
of court;

It can castrate the President’s power to appoint justices and judges; and

It can keep out the Commission on Appointments from reviewing appointees to the
Judiciary.

The above are a truly powerful bill of particulars that must reside only within the
purview of exceptional men and women. How these vast powers were abused by the high
court s still being debated, but there’s no doubt now that the outcome will be bloody.
A revamp after a mass resignation Is a good solution to the present mess.

More of the above

ND NOW comes a GSIS vice-president assailing what she termed the “immoral”

retirement benefits of people in the judiclary. According to her, judges in the lower

courts pay only P40 and the justices only P100 monthly to the GSIS, and yet they
receive huge retirement benefits amounting to millions, based on their “huge” salaries.
“Ang laki nga ng nakukuha nila, ang daya nga, eh,” the lady executive further laments,
She further notes that this set-up Is totally unfair to some 1.5 million state workers who
pay more than P200 monthly, but who reccive measly retirement and pension benefits.
If anything Is more discriminatory than this, we have not heard of it yet.

A nelghbor notes that Filipinos are the most imaginative people on earth. Imagine
any Kind of racket, both legal and lliegal, and one can be sure we have it here, He promises
to send all his kids to law school, hit for a job in the judiclary, and then they can all relax
and live the life of Riley, perhaps even making the television show on the lifestyles of the
rich and famous.

Who can blame him? At this stage, It seems that the greatest racket In this country
Is to be a member of the judiclary. You get a fabulous salary, fabulous allowances,
fabulous pension and retirement benefits. And you are almost always right, even If your
decisions are pald for — and perhaps written for you, too. You @an’t find such a racket
anywhere else In this planet. It Is simply the mostest.
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San Francisco (Tatad)

I JUST couldn’t stop from laughing upon
reading that Sen. Francisco “Kit" Tatad had
proposed a strict code of conduct for all Sena-
tongs (Senators, excuse me), a code more
demanding than the Ten Commandments and
Hammurabi's combined. No kidding.

Based on newsreports, Kit's code would
make instant saints of our worldly legislators.

Coming as it does from a man I believe
should be the last Senator to make such a
proposal, | really couldn’t stop from laughing.
Laughing until it hunt me, like that character
in Neil Simon’s play Only When I Laugh.

You and [, of course, know Kit. He who
read in September 1972 Presidential Proclama-
tion 1081 handcuffing this nation with the iron
grip of martial law, He who served the Dic-
tator [faithfully until he made the motions of
severing his ties with the former, then already
sick and losing that grip. During the Dictator’s
reign, Kit was an assemblyman from Bicol, the
No. | from the region.

Why didn’t Kit introduce his code then? If
it's badly needed today, it was doubly needed
then, As badly as the Kit’s own boss needed
1L

Come on. Kit, whose leg are you trying to
pull? Are you telling us, without saying it, that
you have become some kind of Saul-turned-
Paul? If this is so. then you're in the wrong
place. Congress is the last place one should
ask people to abide by cthical standards.
Smokey Mountain would be a better place.

[T

What? Only ten judges will get the axe?
And not one from among the justices in the
Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court?

[ couldn’t add more to what Emil Jurado

sald In his column last May 15,
[E A2

ONE'S WORTH

Inasmuch as nobody among the top dogs of
the government (except Erap, Ople and Roco)

wants to touch the Judiciary with the prover- |

bial ten-foot pole, who will? That the judiciary
needs a thorough overhaul, there’s no ques-
tion. But why let the justices themselves do it
when they have demonstrated their inability to
do it? Must this “separation of powers” thing,
this legal abstraction, be an insurmountable
stumbling block to judicial reforms? The need
for an upright judiciary can't be overempha-
sized. As a late law dean said, nothing rankles
a Filipino more than being a victim of injus-
tice — injustice in the hands of incompetent
and/or corrupt magistrates.
SERES

“Bank deposit tax removal urged” - News
item,

This is long overdue. Imposing taxes on
bank deposits Is a penalty for doing what a
citizen ought to do, which Is to support the
banking system.

If it’s taxes that the government needs,
let it Improve the tax-collection system. It’s
as simple as that. To do this, the first thing
to do Is to line up those BIR and Customs
crooks agalnst the wall.
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Malacanang press czar

AT LONG last. President Ramos has scored
an achievement in drafling Jesus C. Sison, a
veteran newspaper columnist, to [ill a greal
void in his two-year administration that has
been berefl of a press secretary, and void and
sterile of some meaningful achievements.

Jess Sison's appoiniment in the second weck
of May, 1993, immediately appeared to have
an overwhelming endorsement by the print and
television media. It was long in coming, bul
Jess had it anyway. and he can stay put in il
for as long as he wants.

Ramos is happy that he secured the services
of Jess Sison,

All newspapermen, columnist, editors and
publishers and administration critics I know
are overwhelmingly unanimous in their endorse-
ment of Jess Sison, a province-mate,
Pangasinan, of President Ramos.

Does Jess Sison it into the fair-and-square
hole that Malacaiang today is supposed to be?
Does the credential of Jess fit into the Palace
as il is today?

“Kava niva ivan.” says Ambassiador Jose
V. Cruz (Jayvee). Coming from Jayvee, the
pronouncement is ex-cathedra. Jayvee himsell
was the PRO of the mercurial Guy Magsaysay
who crushed the backbone of the lluk (Com-
munist) movement in the Philippines.

President Ramos is lully conlented with his
choice for press secretary who. | personally
belicve will eventually become a press czar.ol
the Palace. taking into account the multifarious
conditions and circumstances of Philippine
economic political diplomatic relations which
will bear heavily upon the position and behavior
of Jess Sison.

President Ramos and his press secretary
must develop an official inlimacy and candor
as they go on performing their functions. It is
nol enough that Sison just stays on as a
mimeograph operator and a press-and-TV re-
leases distributor. The relationship and offi-
cial familiarity should extend to new heights
and depths and other dimensions. Sison must
see Lo it that his boss, President Ramos, musi

listen and [feel receplive lo the press sec-
retary’s own ideas and assertions about many
problems around. For instance, Jess must
whisper insistently and persisiently to the
President to place the Vice President Erap
Iistrada on the leash, and not to let the VP go
berserk with the plan to impeach the Juslices
of the Supreme Court and the CFI and all down
the line to the bottom of Lhe entire judiciary,
because it is an explosive idea which may
explode on the faces of Ramos and Estrada.

The Malacafiang press czar must tell his
boss that they must reign with justice and
mercy; that the quality of justice they should
promote among the Filipino people must not
be strained, but, as Shakespeare says, must
drop like a gentle rain [rom heaven, and upon
the place beneath (on earth), it is twice blessed,
“it blesses him that gives and him that takes.”

Jess Sison must impress upon Ramos and
Estrada that justice is blindfolded and has an
unsheathed sword in its right hand. Why?
Because justice is always ready to smite all the

TOWN CRIER

by VIC BARRAN

unjust, regardiess of rank and file and class
and regardless of wealth and power or poverty
of the litigants.

If Jesus C. Sison, the Palace press czar,
cannot put these common simple ideas into the
heads of the President and the Vice President,
Jess can always resign in the spur of the moment
and return to writing his widely read column
in Malaya, and leave Ramos and Estrada to
face such catastrophic blasting critics like Arturo
Tolentino, Salvador Laurel, Emesto Maceda,
Miriam Defensor-Santiago, and the vox populi,
and all chaos and deluge behind him in Ma-
lacafiang palace.

A

LAST SUNDAY, May 9, was Mothers' Day
Mother of the Year awardees, relatives and
friends trooped to Malacaiang Heroes Hall to
celebrate the event fittingly.

A friend of mine whom [ had not met for
many years told me that since there is an award
for “Mother of the Year,” there should also be
an award called, “The Outstanding Single-
blessedness Award” or TOSA, to which I
replied that the first recipient of that award
should be SEC Chairman Rosario N. Lopez,
whose life of service to the nation is worthy
of emulation. Note that there is blessedness
in being single.

Mothers are indeed very rare creations of
God. That is why they are often associated
with the words Love and Sacrifice. When 1
was studying at the Far Eastern University, |
remember a four stanza poem of mine which
was published in the FEU school publication
called “The Advocate.” The [irst stanza, as
I remember it, runs like this:

Mother of mine, could I forget

Your tender love, so fresh so sweel,

Your loving cares, your fond embrace

Your old, but sweet familiar face?

mother for all seasons

For indeed, mothers are irreplaceable and
when they shine both as mothers and as public
servants, naturally they are worthy of being
featured and honored.

PAGCOR’s Chairman and CEO Alice
Llamado Reyes, Mother of the Year Awardee
for Government and Public Service, shares her
answers lo the following questions I asked her
for this interview:

What do you feel about winning this award?
What is its significance to you? How were you
able to manage raising your children single-
handedly and at the same time build a success-
ful career as a public servant? How are your
children as adults? What do you believe are
the important values you have inculcated or
imparted to your children? Any message you
would like to share with other mothers?

Here then is the story ol a mother whose
honesty, inlegrity and excellent performance
merits the acclaim and honor bestowed on her
at difTerent times in her life. A mother for all
seasons is Alice Llamado Reyes, a very hum-
ble and soft-spoken public servant whose star
is still on the rise,

I was widowed at the relatively young age of

34 when my career at the Development Bank of
the Philippines was on the rise. Tragedy struck
when my three children aged six years, four years,
and two months were at their most critical grow-
ing up stage. | believe the two “G’s™ — the grace
of the Lord and the goodness of significant per-
sons around me — were mainly responsible for
what [ consider today to be the jewels of my life:
my children, They are:

1. Rosa Gracia, marmied to Antonio Enriquez,
Jr., with a two-year old child, Renato Antonio.
She was the valediclonan in her veterinary class
when she graduated cum laude in 1986 from
the University ol the Philippines. She placed
third in the board examinations for veterinary
medicine given in 1986. She now helps in our
family's poultry project in Tagaytay,

2. Rebecca, married to Emmanuel Bautista,
with one child , Michael Joseph. She gradu-
ated in 1987 magna cum laude in accounting
from the University of the Philippines and was
twelflh placer in the board examinations for
Certified Public Accountants given in 1987.
She now lives in Indonesia as a plain house-
wife, happily atlending to the needs at home
of her husband and son.

China’s women

BEIJING — As mayor, Yu Yan of Nantong
City in East China’s Jiangsu province has a car
for her use. But she prefers to ride her bicycle
to office.

Ofen she is stopped by townsfolk who greet
her make requests and seek advice. “It gives
me a chance to kmow what people want, to
help solve their problems,” says the 50-year-
old mayor.

Xu Yan is among more than 200 women
mayors and vice-mayors in China’s 500-odd
cities.

“China probably has more wofiien mayors
than anywhere else in the world,” says Zhang
Ying, deputy secretary general of the Chinese
Mayors Society and vice mayor of Yulin City
in the Guangxi Autonomous Region.

Women mayors, she says, have qualities
that male mayors do not have. “They are more
caring and considerate. Their maternal nature
makes them closer to local people and more
concerned with people’s well-being.”

square up to political challenge

By CHEN YA

For example, on her way to work, Mayor
Xu Yan heard two men talking about an earth-
quake that might strike the city, and being
alarmed that city ofTicials have not given any
waming. A report on her desk said no such
earthquake is expected.

Realising the communication lack, Mayor
Xu had a special telephone installed in her
office, which anyone can call to get informa-
tion on or response to any problem.

In one year her office received about 900
calls. Practically all of the problems brougit
to attention were eventually solved.

Zhang Ying says China’s women mayors
are generally younger and have higher educa-
tion than their male counterparts, showing that
voters seem to demand higher qualifications
from women candidates. A recent survey
showed 86 percent of 91 women mayor re-
spondents to have graduated [rom college, n
contrast » .th the fact that most illiterates in
China are women.

This is because the feudal idea that men are
superior to women is still dominant, says Vice
Mayor Li Huifen of Tianjin municipality.

She likens it to playing basketball where
women are ever the shorter players. If they
wanl 1o be the main force in a team, they must
be able to run faster, jump higher and shoot
more accuralely — in short, work harder to
gain the same recognition.

Another factor may be the call made by the
national leadership in 1978 for the promotion
of younger and better educated leaders. Most
of the incumbent women mayors began their
political careers after 1978.

One such official is Li Chuanfang. A gradu-
ate of the Chongging Construction Engineering
Institute in Southwest China, she is vice mayor
in charge ol urban construction in Shenzhen,
China’s first Special Economic Zone.
Shenzhen’s infrastructure is regarded as the
best in the country

(Page 9, please)

3. Rafael, single. He was high school
salutatorian in Ateneo in 1986 and finished her
bachelor's and master's degrees in Industrial
Engineering at Stanford University in 1990
and 1991, respectively. He now has a prom-
ising job in McKinsey and Company in Los
Angeles, California.

Demands of career and motherhood often
competed but only toughened my determina-
tion to try to do well in both. I would leave
home early and arrive from work late in the
evening. Weekends were far from leisurely as
[ would bring home work. My children never
begrudged my absence for I always made up
with quality time with them. In those precious
times we were together, | would gather them
in my arms, showering them with kisses and
assurances of love. Within their hearing, I often
told my relatives and friends that | worked
hard and lived for my children.

I am also fortunate to have close relatives from
both my side and my late husband’s side who have
been generous with malerial and moral support in
times of difficulty. We have to this day regular
weekly family get-togethers. Concemned uncles
provided the missing father figure for my son and
two (zughters. The children’s development into
confident, happy individuals with well-rounded

God has always been the center of our lives.
Praying, hearing mass and receiving holy com-
munion together cemented our cohesiveness.
When my two girls approached womanhood,
they are tortified with good old family values.
[ had impressed in their young minds that they
should finish their studies first before having
a steady boyfriend. It was my wish that they
give their “yes” to only one man: to the man
they would marry. By God’'s grace, all these
came to pass.

It is said that no amount of success in one's
career can compensaie for failure in the home.
God has been very good to me. I humbly thank
Him jor allowing me to have the best of both
waorlds.
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Yorac without authority to offer amnesty

JUST ASKING . . . is it true that a mayor
of a Western Luzon province was caught ca-
vorting with a municipal councilor right inside
the town hall? This is ﬂ:: l.m all over the
province these days. - -

‘Also asking: is it tmiE
has pffered amnesty (O SMPG
smula?Doamy cousie ¥l
is also the president? Yot &% anly the presi-
dent can grant amnesty and this power of the
president is not even absolute, there must be
concurrence of the majority of all the members
of Congress pursuant to Article VII(19) para-

ph 2 of the Constitution. | hope hindi pa
fuamalah ang uli ni Haydee. $he was even
sarcastic when she talked about Speaker Joe
De Venecia's personal moves with the NDF
group in ‘Holland. Kung sa bagay with her
hairdo, her head really looks big. . .

LA Ll

I am surprised at Secretary Romulo’s
anti-American attacks lately. Was he not
well recelved when he was In Washington,
DC? Mas gusto na raw ni Romulo ang
Hapon. This Is quite a revelation, coming
as it does from the son of CPR who was
an American boy through and through who
once wrote a book about “My brother
Americans.” The question Is: Was
Romulo’s outbursts against the US cleared
with President Ramos? I doubt If FVR was
cleared such an anti-American rhetories
at this time when the president Is moving
heaven and earth to be Invited on a US
visit.

LR LA

The nation should be clated at the apparent
success(ul military operations against a hardlinc
Muslim band in Basilan. That was.glearly a
victory for the military although
whelm: upériorily in men and
is l"ne‘E;‘:hg‘ military to win¥iels
rebel aperations especially aghim
groups Who are out there
not so much an issue of ideolq
banditry. In this Basilan operﬁﬁ. t‘!e Mus-
lim band was just out to get money through
their ransom demands — meaning the purpose
was material, not political. On the other hand
if we quantify the victory in Basilan against
the cost of the operations in terms of money
for the Republic, it may even be a losing
proposition.

LR L

The government has announced that the
late President Marcos will not be allowed
burial honors for a president when he s
burled In Laoag but only honors for a war
hero commensurate to his military rank.
What ever are the reasons of the govern-
ment, I think this Is a mistake. Whether we
like It or not, Ferdinand Marcos was presi-
dent of this country for 20 years. Assuming
that his martial law declaration was wrong,
nonetheless, he was elected for at least two
terms. I think he deserves burlal honors fit
for a president. The funny thing Is that many
people in high places today and who are
showing their disdain for the late president
are actual beneficlaries of the Marcos years.
Most of them were unknowns until Marcos

rose. | fought Marcos since Day-1 of Mar-
tial Law but I still think he deserves a state
funeral as president.

The Supreme Courl missed the boat when
it exonerated ices who were subjects of
complaints. ision lo clear themselves
does not sit we the people and the court's
prestige went dg#m even more. | wonder if the
Honorable justises even thought of applying
the res ipsa logquitier rule to themselves as much
as they do to lesser mortals whom they pass
judgment upon. That is why it is time than an
independent body should be set up with ample
powers lo investigate complaints against those
in the Bench and the Supreme Court justices
should not erect a fortress around themselves
as if they can no longer be touched by any
legal actions. To me the claim of “independ-
ence of the judiciary™ has become a very abused
term just like the term “liberty™ which brought
about Bastille in France during the French
revolution.

To me, to expect an impeachment case
against justices prosper, giving the kind of
congress we now have is next to impossible
and it makes the people more skeptical when
they want redress for their grievances against
the courts. Today il you are a justice of the
Supreme Court you can almost do anything
and no one can investigate you because the
court has announced that no one can inves-
tigate them except through impeachment and
they know it is next to impossible to impeach
them. Perhaps we should just delete the pro-
visions on impeachment in the Constitution;

INMY CORNER..

llif;'n-e provisions have become dead
the ‘Constitution — a great big i

gwing present day realities.
sesde o

The twin tragedles which hlpplﬁﬂy
— the collapse of the Guzman Tech WiMing
and that old bodega in Maypaho, Calsecan
should be blamed on the City Ef**seers’
offices of both cities. The bullding lals
in Manlla and Caloocan should ba.
for thelr laxity and negligence In plpat-
ing that burnt out and dilapidated struc-
tures which stand in heavily populnted ar-
eas pose serious dangers to life afd limb
and proper safeguards should heve been
Imposed to the owners of these vulldings so
as to ensure the safety of the people living
in the vicinity. The problem with efficlal-
dom Is that the reaction is always after the
fact, after tragedies occur. Remember the
Ruby Tower collapse during that eart iquake
In thz late '60’s? I was tasked to investigate
that when I was the Senfor Legal Assistant
to the Mayor of Manlila and I recommended
prosecution. I don’t know what happened
with my recommendations because I re-
signed when Martial Law was declared.

v Kailangan natin ng isang Lino Brocka

MAYO 21, 1991 nang mamatay sa isang
aksidente sa sasakyan si Direktor Lino Brocka.
Noong nabubuhay pa siya, hiniling niya na kung
mamamatay siya, sana'y sa sakil o kaya'y sa
salvage o forture ngunit huwag lamang
aksidente. Ngunit waring biniro siya ng
panahon, ang hiling niya ay hindi nasunod.
Kahit na ang kamatayan niya ay madugo at
marahas, hindi ito pinansin ng mga gumagalang
at kumikilala kay Lino. Maraming nagbantay
sa kanya sa oras ng burol. Maraming naghatid
sa kanya sa huling hantungan. Maraming
naniniwala sa kanyang ipinaglalaban na
pagbabago sa larangan ng pelikula at sa
problema ng sambayanan.

Hindi malilimutan si Lino ng mamamayang
Pilipino sa ibinahagi niyang pagpupunyagi
upang mamulat ang ilang artista natin sa dapat
tunguhin ng ating pelikula at telebisyon.
® Bakit natin kailangan ngayon ang isang

direktor na tulad ni Lino Brocka? Wala nang
kawawaan ang mga ipinalalabas ngayon sa
sinehan, Kundi mga pagpapakila ng laman ng
mga artistang kababaihan at mga dugo at
putukang umaatikabo at pagsabog na nakakasira
sa maraming bagay katulad ng ating kapaligiran.

Marami nang nagrereklamong mga magulang
sa uri ng pelikulang ipinalalabas lalo na sa
mga irailer ng pelikula. Ano bang henerasyon
ang gustong likhain ng mpga producer ng
pelikula? Hindi ba sila natatakot na baka sila
mismo ang mabiktima ng mga nilikha nilang
mga kabulastugang istorya!

Malaki rin ang impluwensya ng mga
mararahas na pelikula sa mga kidnapping at
pagpatay na naganap kailan lamang ng sunod-
sunod na karamihan ay mga lokal na Tsino
ang mga nabiktima. Ito ba ang tinatawag na
karma? Mabuti na lang at hindi nangyayari ito
sa mga producer na gumagawa ng basurang

pelikula.

Ano'ng matutuhan ng mga anak natin
sa mga pelikula ngayon? Kahit pelikulang
comedy ay may singit ding mga karahasan
al pagbibilad ng katawa ng babae. Wala
kang matakbuhan kundi mga pelikulang
Ingles.

Hindi rin naman tutoo na hindi kumita ang
matitinong pelikula na gawa nina Brocka,
Bernal, Castillo, Mike de Leon. Kumita ang
mga pelikulang Tinimbang... Ganito kami
Ngavon... Maynila sa Kukeo..., at Julian
Makabayan. Kapag sinabi ng mga producer na
hindi “kumita,” ibig sabihi’y hindi triple o
higit pa roon ang kinita ng pelikula. Gusto
nila’y doblado ng doblado ang Kkita!
Kapitalistang utak ng mga producer na ganito.
Sila ang mga walang responsibilidad na mga
producer. Wala silang pakialam kung masira
ang isip ng mga manonood. Ang mahalaga'y
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kumit sila ng limpak-limpak na salapi, salapi
at salapi!

Samantala, dapat nilang abangan ang mga
anak nilang dalaga o binata na hindi pa umuuwi
sa dis-oras ng gabi. Mahirap na sa umaga na
lamang nila mabasa sa dyaryo na may isang
dalaga na ginahasa at pagkaraan ay pinatay. O
kaya'y batang lalake na kinidnap at nang
matanggap ang ransom ay hinampas ng bato
ang ulo at nnilaslas ang leeg. Huwag naman
sana,

China ’S e o o (From page 8)

In 1983 or one year before she was pro-
moted to her present position, Li Chuanfang
led construction teams 1o build the Shenzhen
World Trade Centre. They completed one sto-
rey in three days, and “Shenzhen Speed” be-
came a byword.

In her nine years in office, Li has helped
tum Shenzhen from a small, bare town to a
city of rising tower blocks and extravagant
shopping centres that rival those of neighbour-
ing Hong Kong.

“Chine women, having been socially infe-
rior to men for thousands of years — and this
persists today — are betier able to square up

adversity,” says Li Yanhua, vice mayor of

zhou City, Shandong province. Of the ups
and downs of her 20 years in politics, she says,

“I believe success will not come without upsets
and tenacity.”

Other troubles awail women in political
office. Not being given credit for one’s achieve-
ments is what angers Wu Yi, now vice min-
ister of the Foreign Economic Relations and
Trade Ministry.

When she was elected vice mayor of Bei-
jing in 1988, she was promptly rumoured to
have married a high-ranking official, meaning
it was the man's influence which led to her
success. She was party secretary of the Beijing
Yanshan Petrochemical Corporation, China’s
largest petrochemical complex, before she ran
for office.

“Why do they think a woman has to have
some support from a man to be politically
successful?” asks the vice minister who remains
single.

If family burdens remain heavy for the em-

|

ployed woman, it is doubly so for a woman
mayor who must not only be a competent public
administrator but also *“a good wife and
mother,” points out Yang Qian, vice mayor of
Langfang City in Hebei province. Yang Qian
takes care of a crippled mother and her hus-
band, an engineer, is not in good health.

Few can really be ideal in both roles, she
says. “We just try our best.”

So does Ruan Xueqing, vice mayor: of
Wuyishan City, Fujian province. She uses every
“free” time to be with her husband and chil-
dren, and does most of the household chores
even when very tired. For her, a woman is not
really successful “if she does not have a happy
family.”

Vice Mayor Yan Aiying of Changzhi City,
Shanxi province thinks women are hindered in their
career climb by the personality trait of being “cas-
ily satisfied with the status quo.” A survey of
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Shanxi's young and middle-aged women ‘cadres
shows that only 20 percent want to be Hpmo:ed
to a higher posmon

Modesty is another handicap. “They do 1 lot
of work, but say little,” says Huang Qizao, deputy
chairwoman of the All-China Women's Fegiiration.

During the 1988 mayoral election in Beljing, it
was the Beijing Women's Federation #iat put
together the woman candidate's credentials amd sent
her resume lo the people’s deputies who cast the
votes, Huang Zizao points out,

She also stresses that the number of women
mayors is small compared with that of the men,
which is about 3,000.

Moreover, the responsibilities given them are
“less challenging,” such as culture, education and
family planning.

“So while women are encouraged to fight for
themselves, the women's federation at all levels
should give them a push and help them achieve
higher goals,” she says. (Depthnews Asla)
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Crops can be grown with trees

BANSALAN, DAVAO
DEL SUR — Upland farmers
here are growing crops lo-
gether with trees.

And because of this sus-
tainable technology, they help
save the country’s remaining
forests and make money from
crops as well, says
Mindanao Baptist Rural Life
Center (MBRLC).

For the past five years, the
Center has been promoting its
most recent farming “discov-
ery”: Sustainable Apgroforest
Land Technology (SALT 3). It
came on stream when the
country was fast losing its
forest resources, explains the
Center’s director, Harold R.
Watson, who received the
Ramon Magsaysay Award for
International Understanding in
1985.

Founded in the early 70s,
MBRLC has been developing
sustainable farming systems. In
1978, it evolved SALT 1, a
one-hectare upland farming
system which minimizes soil
erosion, restores soil fertility
and provides decent income for
farmers who adopt the system.

In 1985, SALT 2 was de-

the .,

veloped. It integrates livestock,
particularly goals and shecep,
into the system. The project
got a US$10,000 grant from
the Ramon Magsaysay Foun-
dation’s Progrim for Asian
Projects funded by
Rockefeller Brothers.

SALT 3 is a system that
can produce food, fruits, ani-
mal feeds, fertilizer, fuelwood
and even timber for building
homes. It has been designed
for two-hectare farms 60 per-
cent of which is devoted to
forestry and 40 percenl to
agriculture.

Based on the original SALT
1, development starts with the
location of contour lines,
spaced 4-6 meters apart, on a
one-heclare plot in the lower
portion of the farm using an
A-frame.

Woody perennials, particu-
larly nitrogen fixing trees and
shrubs, are planted along the
contour lines to form hedge-
TOWS.

Between the hedgerows,
planting a combination of
permaneni, semi-permanent
and annual crops is recom-
mended. Crop combinations

the

are balanced to enhance soil
fertility, maximize yields and
allow the farmer to organize
an efTicient work schedule.

Every first and second al-
ley between the hedgerows are
planted to annual crops. These
include maize, upland rice,
beans, ginger and pineapple.
Crop rotation in these alleys
helps maintain  soil fertility
and good soil formation.

In every third alley, fruit
trees (rambutan, durian,
lanzones, guava) and other
permanent cash crops (colTee,
cacao, banana, citrus) are
planted. During the initial
development phase, short-term
cash crops such as cowpea,
groundnut, mungbean, egg-
plant and tomato may also be
planted.

The one-hectare portion of
the farm upslope is used for
tree production. Again, a va-
riety ol Iree species is highly
recommended. The selection
include trees that are harvested
at different times: from 1-5
years, 6-10 years, 11-15 years
and 16-20 years.

Although SALT 3 was
developed for the Philippines,

it can also be adapted to other
parts of the world, particularly
in Asian countries, with slight
modifications, says Watson.
Data from the U.N. Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) have shown that the
current rate of deforestation in
the region is pegged at two
million hectares a year.

UPLAND FARMING: Mixing crops with trees.

*“If this trend persists, more
than 20 million hectares of
forest cover could disappear
between now and the year
2000,” said Dr. Y.S. Rao, the
late forestry ofTicer for Asia
and the Pacific.

Watson foresees that more
Asian farmers will &dopt the
agroforestry system which his

center has developed.

“I think with the introduc-
tion ol SALT 3 in their re-
spective countries, more Asian
farmers will adopt the system.
Where in the world can you
find a system where trees are
grown together with agricul-
tural crops?” asks Watson.
(Depthnews)

Nematodes infect RP's
CIlrus-growing areas

BAGUIO CITY — Practi-
cally all citrus growing areas
in the country are infected with
citrus nematodes, a parasitic
organism which slowly renders
its host plant unprofitable,

Studies conducted by R. G,
Davide, a plant pathology pro-
fessor at U.P. Los Baiios,
showed that 12 genera of plant
parasitic nemaiodes have
caused the decline in citrus
production.

Earlier studies on citrus
nematode have shown that the
parasite attacks and feeds on
the root system of plants.
Affected citrus plants have
sparse foliage and small fruits.
Their leaves turn yellow, and
young plant become impaired.
What's more, affected plants
do not respond to fertilization.

Among Philippine fruits,
citrus ranks fourth (next to
banana, pineapple and mango)
in income generation, averag-
ing more than P700 million
annually. About 34,000 hec-
tares are planted to citrus
nationwide.

More than one-half of all
citrus plantings are found in
Southern Tagalog. The coun-

try's predominant citrus types
and varieties are Szinkom
mandarin and calamansi in
Southern Tagalog, pomelos,
king mandarin and some of
sweel oranges in Mindanao,
lemons and sweel oranges in
the highlands of Northern
Luzon i

Like other countries in
South and Southeast Asia, the
Philippines has yet to effec-
tively control the greening
disease of citrus caused by a
virus which almost wiped out
the industry in Davao and
Batangas provinces. The dis-
ease had spread to all major
citrus growing areas in the
country

The citrus nematode further
compounds the problems ol
cilrus growers.

For the studies, Davide
collected soil and rool samples
in various citrus plantations in
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao.

Of the nematodes that
caused citrus decline, T,
semipeneirans was the most
abundant and widely dis-
persed. It constituted 94 per-
cent of the total nematode
population and occurred in 58

percent of the soil samples
collected. It was found in all
provinces surveyed and had the
highest percentage of distribu-
tion in Bicol, Northern Luzon,
Eastern Visayas and Weslemn
Mindanao.

The studies noted that the
population of T semipenerrans
is relatively higher at the early
stages ol the citrus decline
than at the advance stage.

The parasite chose only
citrus as host plant and did
not infect other plants like
weeds, vegetables and other
fruit crops, the studies found.

Common citrus varieties
such as Ladu, Szinkom man-
darin, calamansi and pomelo
are susceptible (o T.
semipenefrans inlections, ac-
cording to Davide. Lemon and
Severina buxilolia varieties are
moderately resistant, All
breeding lines of Poncitrus
trifolista were lound resistant
lo nematode aitack.

For the control of citrus
nematode, Davide recom-
mended BIOACT, a biological
control product which is safe
to use and has no residue
problem. (Depthnews)
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CITRUS IN DANGER: Blame It on nematodes,

Water purifier ... som pse 12

Malawi, for instance, could not
only save US$460 million a
year (if it 'stop importing
aluminum sulphate used in
purifying water). “It might also
be able to start cash-crop pro-
duction of the seeds to stimu-
late local economy.”

Planting the trees would
help stabilize soil and help
check deforestation.

The malunggay tree is
highly resistant to drought and

needs little care. It is fast-
growing, produces its first
seeds at 18 months and lives
for an average ol 50 years.
Each tree can produce approxi-
malely 10,000 seeds a year,
and one heclare of malunggay
spaced two meters apart could
provide enough seeds to pu-
rify 250 cubic meters of water
everyday.

In the Philippines,
malunggay is grown in set-

tled areas as a backyard
cover along fences. Be-
lieved to be a native of
eastern India, it was intro-
duced into the country
during prehistoric time.
Generally, malunggay
leaves are used as vegelable
in rural areas. Nutritionists say
malunggay is rich in calcium,
phosphorus, protein, carbohy-
drates, thiamine, niacin, ascor-
bic acid, iron and vitamins A
and B. 2

(Page 11, please)
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"Tourism rebounds after earthquake

BAGUIO CITY — More
tourists are motoring to this
city and the rest of the
Cordillera provinces, a healthy
sign that the region has finally
recovered from the devasta-
tion wrought by the 1990
earthquake.

This summer capital alone
drew 238,442 visitors last
year, up 46 percent from the

63,682 in the preceding year.
- mestic sightseers comprised
the bulk of visitors at 209,804,
followed by Americans, Japa-
nese and other foreigners.

Another indicator of tour-
ism revival in the region is the
increase in room supply. In
1989, the region had 2,745
lettable rooms. The number
dropped to 2,223 in 1990 on
account of the killer earth-
quake Which destroyed several
big hotels in this city.

The number slightly in-
creased to 2,396 in 1991 and
rose to 2,511 as of September
last year.

Data from the regional of-
fice of the tourism department
showed tourism had been on
the uptrend since the 80s. It
peaked in 1989 with about
500,000 visitors generating
¥ income estimated at P2.1 bil-
lion for Baguio City alone. The
DOT statistics did not include

By GABRIEL PAWID KEITH

visitors who stayed in second
homes or with friends and
relatives.

Resurgence of the industry
can be traced to various de-
velopments, including the re-
habilitation of road networks
and the Loakan airport. Serv-
ices, such as communications,
water and energy have also
been restored.

Another contributing factor
is the private sector-govemn-
ment collaboration in drum-
ming up interest in local tour-
ism activities and in develop-
ing tourist attractions. So far,
163 potential attractions have
been added to the list,

For instance, this city has
lined up the following cultural
festivities this year: Kafagway
during the Holy Week,
Cordillera Flower Festival in
May, and Cordillera Art Fes-
tival and Grand Cordillera
Festival in November.

La Trinidad, Benguet’s
capitad, has organized a tour-
ism committee which had lined
up a series of tourisi-oriented
activities.

Considered the biggest
boost, however, was President
Ramos’ pronouncement when
he visited the region that CAR
is destined to be a premier and
ecotourism destination by year

2000.

The Northern Luzon clus-
ter in the 20-year Philippine
Tourism Master Plan covers
the existing destinations of
Baguio-Benguet, Hundred Is-
lands of Pangasinan, the his-
torical centers of Vigan and
Laoag and the Ilocos coast,
Banaue of Ifugao and Sagada-
Bontoc of Mountain Province,

Of the six development
precincts in the northem Luzon
area, two are in the Cordillera
Administrative Region:
Baguio-Benguet as major sum-
mer holiday destination be-
cause of its cool climate, golf
courses, restaurants and ac-
commodation facilities; and
Sagada-Bontoc-Banaue for
mountain trekking and anthro-
pological tours. The area is
noted for quaint tribal cultures,
ancient rice lerraces and other
natural formations.

This particular development
study area has a diversity ol
attractions and tourism re-
sources unmatched by other
parts of the Philippines. The
transfer of Camp John Hay to
the Philippine government and
its excellent management and
operation as a resorl is con-
sidered an added national as-
set and attraction. (Depth-
news)

Shark meat consumption up

MORE CONSUMERS now
are turning to shark meat for
fish protein.

In the Visayas and
Mindanao, for instance, the meat
makes delectable canape or
“pulutan”. Gourmets patronize
Chinese restaurants in Metro
Manila for sharkfin soup.

The upturn in demand for
shark dishes sits well with
efforts to develop shark fish-
ing in the country.

The sprawling seas around
the Philippines are home to
sharks of various kinds. In
these waters, some 5,000
melric tons of sharks are
caught annually, although there
is no commercial or organized
shark-fishing in the country.

In some parts of the
Visayas and Mindanao, shark
meat is sold as fresh steaks
and dried fillet from P30 to
P60 a kilo. The fins command
a higher price.

Other parts of the shark can
be useful as well. Shark liver
oil is not yel fully exploited
but is a good source of Vila-
min A.
®  The hide can be processed
into durable leather, Withr the

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

denticles removed, the skin is
cured in lime and stained with
desired colors. Completely
cured, it makes line material
for handbags, belts, shoes and
other leather goods.

Only the catch of vessels
registered with the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR) are recorded
officially. Those bagged by
individual, small-time fisher-
men, estimated at about
500,000 kilos a year, are not
reported.

Big buyers of sharkfins,
jawbones, teeth and shark liver
oil are Hong Kong, Japan,
Singapore, Taiwan, South
Korea, West Germany and the
United Kingdom, according to
BFAR.

Shark liver oil reportedly
earns some P10 million in
yearly exports to Japan, Nor-
way, West Germany, South
Korea and the UK.

Philippine shark jawbones
reach as far as West Germany,
the Netherlands and France, it
was learned.

Since there is no commer-
cial or organized operation for
calching sharks here, these

man-eaters are caught only by
chance. They are bagged in
routine trawl fishing or by
ordinary handline intended for
other species.

The biggest fishing grounds
for sharks are the San Miguel
Bay east of the Bicol region,
Visayan Sea bordering [loilo,
Asid Gulf near Masbale,
Lamon Bay between Quezon
and Camarines Norte, and the
Sulu Sea in Mindanao.

Coastal areas also yield
sharkfins, according to BFAR.
Some 30,000 kilograms of
sharkfins are gathered annu-
ally in these coasts. The big-
gest finds have been reported
in Zamboanga provinces, Sulu,
Negros Occidental, Cebu,
Iloilo, Sorsogon, Western
Samar, South Cotabato and the
Misamis provinces.

Sharks are known by vari-
ous names indicaling their
ferocity, They are called tigers
of the sea, terrors of the deep,
jaws and denizens of the deep,
aside from man-eaters.

When fish supplies are
scarce and prices are high,
shark meat provides conven-
ient substitute. (Depthnews)
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BAGUIO TOURISM: Resurgence of tourists.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 102, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION
OF MINOR CHILD GIRLIE DE GUZMAN-
BONAVENTE,

SP. PROC. NO. Q-93-14761

FORTUNATO L. BEN and
ELSIE GUZMAN-BEN,
Petitioners.

AMENDED ORDER

Averified petition dated February 10, 1993 has been filed by petitioners-spouses Fortunato L. Ben and
Elsie de Guzman-Ben, through counsel, praying that after dua notice, publication and hearing a judicial
decree of adoption be issued dedaring minor Girlie de Guzman-Bonavente as their adopted child.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, thatsaid petition will be heard before this Court sitting at Rms. 214-216
Justice Hall Bidg., City Hall Compound, Quezon City on June 7, 1993 at8:30 A.M., at which aforesaid date
and time all persons Interested or concerned may appear and show cause, If any, why said petition should
not be granted.

Let a copy of this order be published at the expense ol the petitioners, once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation.

Lat a copy of this order together with the petition and its annexes be served upon the Department of
Social Welfare and Development, whose representative is ordered to be present on the date and time
above-stated. The Department of Social Welfare and Development is ordered to conduct a social case
study of the minor child sought to be adopted, the latter's natural parents as well as the pelitioners, and to
submit a report thereon at least one week before the scheduled hearing, and to intervene on behalf of the
minor if it appears that the petition should be denied.

SO ORDERED.
Done in Quezon City, this 5th day of May, 1993.

(Sgd.) PERLITA J. TRIA TIRONA
Judge
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Analysis shows (hat 100
grams of leaves provide 75
calories of food energy, six

grams of protein, 13 grams of

carbohydrates, and 353 milli-

grams of calcium.
Malunggay is also a me-

dicinal plant. It facilitates

digestion, relieves consti-
pation and (latulence. It is
also used to cleanse sores
and ulcers. Some experts
claim it relieves scurvy,
hiccups, asthma and lum-
bago. (Depthnews)
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IN METRO MANILA

¢3.9%

Some countries employed four times as many soldiers to wage

war_as they did teachers to educate their children.

Unesco notes decline
in education quality

By IAN STEELE

TED NATIONS — The debt crisis and sub-
sequent cuts in government spending have
fueled a steady decline in the availability and

quality of education in almost half the developing

world."

At a time when one in
four adults in the developing
world could not read or write
the future looked decidedly
bleak.

It was against this back-
ground that some 2,000 edu-
cation leaders from 150 coun-
tries journeyed to Jomtien,
Thailand, in 1990 for a World
Conference on Education for
All.

After four decades of sig-
nificant growth in education
opportunities and literacy
rates it came as a rude awak-
ening for many to know that
while future generations
would be challenged as never
before by new technologies
for production, health and
other social benefits, they
might not have the capacity
to recognize, let alone grasp,
new opportunities for ad-
vancement.

The Jomtien conference
provided UNESCO (UN Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization) with the
opportunity to remind leaders
that an educated population
was a nation's most reliable
engine for growth,

Its main message was than
an education revival was
possible but only if nations
redefined their social priori-
ties and spending to bring
basic education within reach
of every child and adult.

The global bill for revital-
izing primary education was
estimated at an additional
USSS billion a year, but the

good news was that little new
money would be needed.
Most could be found through
a reallocation of existing re-
sources.

[t was pointed out that
developing countries on aver-
age spent more on the mili-
tary than on education and
health combined. Some coun-
tries employed four times as
many soldiers to wage war as
they did teachers to educate
their children.

Many countries have also
biased their education budg-
ets in favor of higher educa-
tion for a wealthy few at the
expense of literacy for the
majority. It is estimated that

50 percent of India's educa-

tion budget subsidizes the
best-educated 10 percent,

India produces more uni-
versity graduates than it can
employ and watches help-
lessly as many of its prized
graduates leave home for jobs
abroad. Meanwhile, about
half the nation's children fail
to complete primary school-
ing. About 70 children could
be given a primary education
for the cost of training just
one university student.

Foreign aid for education
also needs to be reappor-
tioned. At present, only one
percent of the industrialized
world's aid for education is
directed towards primary edu-
cation.

The quality of education is
also critical, Education sys-
tems can fail in at least two

|
|

A survey of 100 developing countries by UNESCO
at the end of the 1980s found that two-thirds had
reduced their budget allocation per pupil and that
50 percent registered a reduction in the percentage

of children enrolled for primary school.

ways. They can fail to reach
the child and they can fail to
teach those they do reach,

Participants at the Jomtien
conference set their sights on
three main goals to be
achieved by the year 2000.
They are: basic education for
at least 80 percent of the
world’s children by the year
2000; a 50 percent reduction
in the 1990 rate of adult ht-
eracy; and equality of educa-
tional opportunity for girls
and boys.

The achievement of those
global goals will ultimately
hinge on the performance of
India and China where 45
percent of the world’s one
billion illiterates live. About
25 percent of China’s and 50
percent of India’s primary
school-age children either do
not enrol in school or drop
out before completing all
grades.

According to James P.
Grant, Executive Director of
the UN Children's FFund, both
countries have made signifi-
cant progress since China's
liberation from a semi-feudal
and semi-colonial status in
1949 and India’s independ-
ence from colonial rule in
1947, UNICEF estimates that
about 70 percent of primary-
age children in China and 50
percent of primary-age chil-
dren in India, completed a full
cycle of primary education in
1990,

The UN Development
Programme’s Human Devel-

opment Report makes the
point that adequate resources
for human development are
essentially hostage to politi-
cal priorities. It notes that
some education programs in
China and the Indian state of
Kerala have in fact demon-
strated how life expectancy,
children’s health and adult
literacy can be improved even
at low levels of economic
development. What is needed
now is to fund and replicate
these examples on a large
scale. (Depthnews)

MALUNGGAY SEED
Water purifier

By HENRYLITO D. TACIO

CRUSHED SEEDS of malunggay can substitute for high-
priced, imported chemicals as a water-purifier, a team of British
rescarchers has found in an experiment in Malawi.

The idea originally came from Sudan, where families use
malunggay seeds to clear spring water in large earthenware
jars. Now, afler almost a decade of interdisciplinary research
on the properties of malunggay seeds, researchers from Leices-
ter University have set up a unit at Thyolo in southern Malawi
to treal 48 cubic meters of water a day, reports Ceres.

The quarterly publication of the UN's Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) says the program is being carried out
in collaboration with local authorities, supported by the British
Overseas Development Administration.

“The crushed Moringa oleifera seeds can clear very turbid
water,” author Corinne Bensimon says, quoting Dr. John Suth-
erland of the university's Department of Environmental Tech-
nology. Moringa oleifera is the scientific name of malunggay®

“Indeed, the crushed seeds coagulate particles suspended in =
water as well as certain types of (bacteriophagic) virus. The
combination forms agglomerates, which then fall to the bottom
where they can be collected,” says the report.

But further disinfection still is needed before the water can
be fit for human consumption, according to Sutherland. Al-
though the seeds can effectively eliminate a significant percent-
age of indigenous bacteria by coagulation and flocculation, the
treated water should be further disinfected by slow filtration
or chlorination at the treatment site, or by boiling.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 1.2
billion people drink untreated water at considerable health risk.
Eighty percent live in small rural communities, where present-
day treatment units require investments far beyond their means.

Without gas cookers and with fuelwood in short supply,
households cannot boil water to purify it. For young children,
polluted water is the main cause of diarrhea and often fatal
dehydration.

Sutherland says the powdered malunggay seeds are appro-
priate for water purification purposes in rural areas of tropical
countries like the Philippines.

The Ceres report suggests that public health authorities,
particularly in rural areas not assisted by modern waterworks<4
systems, should instruct residents on the use of powdered
malunggay seeds for waler treatment.

In the Philippines, government studies show that many rural
communities still depend on shallow wells, rivers, streams.
creeks and other unsafe sources for their household water needs.

The powdered malunggay seeds have both economical and
ecological advantages over chemicals in treating drinking water.

(Page 10, please)
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