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‘Emergency power’

CAN WE
TRUST HIM"

'Manila’s ‘clean-up’ | | Giant clams Unemployed
 drive: Casualties face extinction sraduates

are‘sexworkers | iy Philippine seas| jon the rise
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SEC CHAIRMAN AWARDED: Securitics and Exchange Commission Chairman Rosario Lopez (Cenler) receives
a doctor in public administration, honoris causa degree from Centro Escolar Chalrman Juan B. Carlos (L) and CEU
President Lourdes T, Echauz, at ceremonies held last week at PICC.
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an Ramos be trusted
with special powers?

Energy Crisis Bill endorsed by Malacaiang to both*houses of
Congress which grants the President extra powers to suspend certain
laws on the claim that it will hasten the construction of power generating plants

“ S- BILL of corruption,” Makati Rep. Joker Arroyo branded the

“A wolf in sheep’s cloth-
ing,” Sen. Raul Roco de-
scribed the “'special powers"
sought by President Fidel V.
Ramos purportedly to cope
with the energy crunch. He
called it “executive propa-
ganda” using the Senate “‘for
something that may be dan-
gerous to civil liberties.”

President Ramos’ instant
rejoinder was to brand those
who opposed provisions of the
bill as “obstructionists.”

There is no extra power in
the Malacanang bill that the
President cannot exercise
under existing laws, “‘unless
you want to remove all con-
trol systems,” Roco declared.
He cited that exempting
power projects from public
bidding, consultations with
local government units or
approval by the National
Economic and Development
Authority, and normal envi-
ronmental processes had been
implémented in the past with-
out extra powers.

Senate Bill 1186 authored
by Sens. Agapito Aquino and
Teofisto Guingona and its
counterpart House Bill 8390
authored by Speaker Jose de
Venecia and other representa-
tives would delegate powers
to the President 1o suspend
certain laws which Malaca-
nang claims will speed up
construction of power plants.

But. Sen. Ernesto Maceda
found objectionable giving the
President power to impose
surcharges on power rales
for “‘conspicuous consump-
tion™ which could be 15% for
consumers using more than
600 kilowatts. He said this is
a new la; “‘on the misery or
poverty of the people.” The
provision that the President
can “review and revise the
rate on return base™ allows
power rate increases as a
condition for World Bank and
other foreign loans,

The bill would waive en-
vironment clearance certifica-

tion in constructing power
plants. This contradicts the
President’s commitment to the
protection of the environment
against pollution and degra-
dation.

The President was like a
house on fire when he initially
cadged Congress for emer-
gency powers, saying he re-
garded the energy crisis as an
“‘emergency situation.” Later,
he said he was seeking “ca-
lamity powers.” Finally, in
the bill he centified to Con-
gress, he asks for “'special
powers.”

That  there 15 a
destabilizing power crisis is
bome out by the P20 billion
business and industnal losses
in the first quarter of 1993
and the loss of income by 3.1
million workers because of
the average 950-megawatt
power shortage weekly.

The Senate consensus was
that under the 1987 Constitu-
tion, the President had ample
powers to tackle the energy
crisis as provided in Section
23 (2) of Arucle VI, Sections
17 and 18 of Article VII, and
Section 18 of Article XII
which confer the powers
during a national emergency
and enable the President to
seize public utilities to pur-
sue a declared national policy.
The exercise of presidential
prerogatives has safeguards
against abuse.

Because of the President’s
vagueness in not specifying
the powers he desired, he
aroused suspicion among the
senators of simister motives
and apprehensions of using
the emergency powers as a
prelude to authoritarian or
martial law rule.

MILITARY PAST

Can the Filipino people
trust President Ramos with
emergency, calamity, special
or whatever extra powers he
1s seeking? This 1s what the
polemics raging in Congress,
public and private circles

By ERIC S. GIRON

in the country.

PRES. RAMOS: Hits *“*obstructionists.””

. ARROYO: Bill of corruption.

amounts to.

People cannot dissociate
Ramos from his past. Before
the presidential polls on June
11, 1992, Jaime Cardinal Sin
exhorted the Catholics in a
homily not to voté for Fidel
V. Ramos as a former chief
of constabulary and imple-
menter of Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos' martial law rule. Ramos
defended the Marcos dictator-
ship until Defense Minister
Juan Ponce Enrile on Feb. 22,
1986 invited him to defy it.

“Surrounding himself with
military types and giving
them key government roles is
not helping us dissociate him
from his pasi,"” said Jesuit
Joaquin G. Bernas, a framer
of the 1987 Constitution.
*The military style also shows
in the command to the PNP
to 'voluntarily resign or be
made to answer for not vol-
untarily resigning,™

National security adwviser
Jose G. Almonte (retired
brigadier general), a close
Ramos’ ally, explained at a
national security meeting at
Malacafiang that what the
President was seeking was
“calamity powers.” Sen.
Arturo Tolentino said there
are no “calamity powers” in
the 1987 Constitution. Sena-
tor Maceda questioned
Almonte's involvement in
non-security matters like en-
ergy Crisis.

“Nor is he being helped
about finding a way to cir-
cumvent the Supreme Court,”
Bernas said further on the
powers sought. “Mr, Marcos,
Ramos' master for many
years, was a master circum-
ventor of the Supreme Court."

Among the “obstacles"”
which Ramos wanted re-
moved was the Supreme
Court suspension of a
Napocor P0.17 electricity rate
increase in March 1991 and
the P0.18 hike per kilowatt
hour charged consumers on
Dec. 26, 1992 which did not

Singling out the proposal to do away with public bidding for power projects
Arroyo declared bluntly: “What is proposed are emergency powers to steal.
bill of exemptions and waivers.”

go through an Energy Regu-
latory Board hearing and
approval. The Supreme Court
was then defending the rights
of consumers againsi unau-
thorized rate hikes.

BILL “DEAD™?

Sen. Arturo M. Tolentino
said “at least in the Senate,
the emergency powers bill is
dead.” He said the President
has nobody to blame but his
three Cabinet officials who
testified at Congress hearings.

@ Energy Sec. Delfin
Lazaro told a House hearing
what is needed are not presi-
dential emergency powers but
measures to speed up con-
struction of power projects. ¥

® Justice Sec. Franklin
Drilon testified before the
Senate that what is sought in
the Energy Crisis Bill does
not fall under the category of
emergency powers in the
Charter since a state of emer-
gency has to be declared
before these can be availed
of. It wanted Congress to
suspend certain laws,

® Special presidential
counsel Antonio Carpio said
Malacaiang was abandoning
the bill which would grant
emergency powers to the
President.

But after Drilon’s testi-
mony, Malacaiang faxed a
certification of SB 1186 as¥
urgent. Malacanang reported
that Senate President Edgardo
Angara and House Speaker
Jose de Venecia had assured
President Ramos the bill
would be reported out on
Monday (March 29), This
sparked off a verbal tussle
among senators during the
Senale public hearing on
Friday on whether the bill
needed immediate attention.
Senator Roco moved to ad-
journ until Monday.

Senator Aquino told Roco:
“If you have somewhere else
to go, why don't you leave?"
Roco challenged, “How ¢

(Next page, please)




| APRIL 5-11, 1993

EDITORIAL REPORT

We Forum 3 |

f

you be sure that we will sign

ghe repon? If you are. then
what's the use of this hear-
ing?" He asked his colleagues
to vote down the hearing. The
Senate adjourned.

Maceda flared up when he
leamed that Angara, who was
in Puerto Princesa (Palawan)
to address graduates of Holy
Trinity College. had made a
commitment to Malacaiang
on the bill without consulting
the entire Senate: “What arc
we, a rubber stamp of Angara,
Aquino and Lina?”

Lina himself said after
Drilon’s testimony that the
measure was not urgent, “We
cannot be more popish than
the Pope."” He said the spe-
cial powers bill would be
treated as an ordinary piece
of legislation to go under the

..'regu!ar legislative procedure.

ANGARA EXPLAINS

Angara in Palawan denied
having committed the Senate
to the speedy passage of the
Energy Crisis Bill. He was
piqued at Maceda’s remark
that he was trying to railroad
the enactment and should stop
down as Senate President
because of his eagemess to
please Malacanang, “We do
not have the luxury of time to
deal with the energy crunch.
The economy will be dead
soon if we do not come up
now with decisive steps to
arrest the problem,” Angara
stressed.

Angara averred he was not

#a tuta (lackey, literally
“puppy”) of anyone. But he
did not mind being branded
a futa of Malacanang so long
as he was not accused of
negligence of duty when the
country is facing a severe
crisis.

Maceda said he felt re-
lieved that Angara had not
committed the Senate Lo the
speedy approval of the bill
although Malacanang was
categorical in its report that
leaders of both houses had
agreed on a compromise bill
cutting the powers from two
years to one year. The Con-

’stitulion grants emergency
powers until the next adjourn-

SENATORS GUINGONA, AQUINO: Sponsors.

ment of Congress, which is
less than  one year.

On Monday. the President
certified another bill. SB
| 188, authored by Scns.
lirnesto 1 errera and I'rancisco
Tatad which asked Congress
to directly suspend the
effectivity of the laws con-
tined in SB 1186, Tolentino

immediafely  moved for a
suspension of the hearing
until Malacainang had recon-
ciled what he noted as two
“radically different™ meas-
ures.

SB 1186 would merely
delegate powers to the Presi-
dent to suspend certain laws
while SI 1188 actually would
have Congress suspend them,
“I'he  President himsell is
confused. I1e has certified two
bills which disagree with cach
other, FFor the Senalte o act
now will be foolhardy. We
My Just IFgEer 4 wWorse cri-
sis for the Lixecutive Depart-
ment since it will ereate legal
confusion.” Roco commented.

In the Touse, Tarlac Rep.
[lermimo Aquino said the

President needs no emergency
powers but *“a strong asscr-
tive political will should be
able to carry out his objcc-
live.”
WATER DOWN BILL

Sen. Wigberto Tafada said
only nine senators have indi-
cated they are for the Mala-
canang mecasure. However,
Scnate President Angara dis-
closed the senators favor an
alternative version to make the
salient provisions of the Pal-
ace bills more acceptable to
members of Congress as well

as mollify the fears that the
special presidential powers
could be exploited to proclaim
martial rule.

Angara said the Senate
and the [louse agreed to work
on the bills by deferring re-
cess on April 2 to Monday
(April 5) on which a report
would be presented by both
bodies.

Tolentino said the senators
may not allow suspending the
public bidding law, a 10%
increase in power rates, or

(Page 5, please)

Republika ng Pilipinas
Lungsod ng Quezon

Tanggapan ng Punong Lungsod

(OFFICE OF THE CITY MAYOR)

RULES AND REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING "ORDINANCE GRANTING RELIEF TO DELINQUENT REAL PROPERTY TAXPAYERS
OF QUEZON CITY WITH RESPECT TO INTERESTS AND PENALTIES OF THEIR REAL PROPERTY THAT UNTIL JUNE 30, 1993,
SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS," (Ordinance No. SP-55, S-93).

Pursuant to Section 5 of Ordinance No. SP-55, S-93, the Rules and Regulations governing its implementation are hereby prescribed:

1.0 SCOPE

The one hundred percent (100%) tax relief granted to real property taxpayers with respect to interests/penalties on their real property
taxes shall cover these cases.
1.1 Those which are undeclared and subject to back taxes;
1.2 Those which are declared but the real property taxes thereon have not been paid,
1.3 Those included in public auctions conducted by City government but were not purchased by private persons or entities.

2.0 EXCEPTIONS:

The tax relie! herein provided herein shall not apply to any of the following:

2.1 Delinquent real properties which have been disposed of at public auction to satisfy the real property tax delinquencies;
2.2 Real properties subject to pending cases in court for real property tax and delinquencies;

2.3 Real properties with tax delinquencies which are being paid pursuant to a compromise agreement.

3.0 APPLICATIONS:

3.1 Real properties which are declared during the period of tax relief shall pay only back taxes exclusive of interests and penalties.
However. if suchtaxes are notpaid atthe end of the said period, i.e., June 30, 1993, the taxpayers shall be considered delinquent
and shall be required to pay aside from said back taxes, interest and penalties at the rate of two percent (2%) per month of
delinquency.

3.2

Declared real properties with tax delinquency as of the time of availment of tax relief shall be entitled to one hundred percent

(100%) tax relief from interest and penalties accruing as of the time of payment but not beyond June 30, 1993.

33

Real properties redeemed from the City Government (acquired through public auction due to tax delinquency) shall, likewise,

be entitled to one hundred percent (100%) tax relief if the right of redemption is exercised within the prescribed period.

40 PAYMENT

4.1 Payment of real propery taxes with availment of tax relief may be paid in one (1) lump sum or in installments.
In case of payment made on installment basis, the total amount due shall be divided into three (3) equal installment provided that
the last installment of which shall be paid not later than June 30, 1993.
4.2 incase of failure by thetaxpayerto pay the installments due or balance of his unpaid taxes on said date, he shall pay said balance
plus the corresponding interest and penalties thereon.

5.0

TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE:

The City Treasurer shall issue real property tax clearances in favor of taxpayer who have availed of the tax relief, upon his request.

6.0

PERIOD OF AVAILMENT:

The tax relief period provided herein shall commence on 15 March 1993, after publication of Ordinance No. SP-55, S-93, and its
Implementing Rules and Regulations for three (3) consecutive days in a newspaper of local circulation and shall end on 30 June 1993.

7.0

REPEALING CLAUSE:

Any provision/s of existing executive orders, memorandum, rules and regulations, and other issuances which is/are inconsistent with
the provisions of these Rules and Regulations are hereby repealed/modified accordingly.

(Sgd.) CONSTANTINO P. ROSAS

City Assessor

WE FORUM
April 5,12 & 19, 1993

APPRQVED:

(Sgd.) ISMAEL A. MATHAY, JR.

City Mayor

(Sgd.) ALFREDO D. MERCADO
City Treasurer




An Exposeé on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income
Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly

monthly income was #29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,
highest monthly income declared was # 55 £212.5 million in 1988, 290 million in 1989,
million. £341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991

and P501 million in 1992.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In only six years of operation, from July 1986 to

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the December 31, 1992, the new PAGCOR has

government was 2.1 billion. already remitted a total of #17.25 billion to the
government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’

withholding taxes.
Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit. Twa¥, all PAGCOR transactions are

dutifully recorded, accounted for and

audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with

the President’s directive of transparency

in the government. Pursuant to this,

PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, [)erhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's
income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, cities hosting the casinos,
the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National. Commission for Culture and Arts. Nothing is left with
PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is
considerably different from what it was in the past.

PAGOO Responding Through Responsible Gaming

Q L1} - - -
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA

&

\
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A crackdown on Manila’s entertainment-cum-

prostitution_houses has_subjected wonien to

income loss and human rights violations, while

cutting the lifeline offered by support groups

Manila ‘cleanup’ casualties:
Commercial ‘sex workers’

By REX BURN

ANILA — Ermita, the Philippine capital’s well-known entertainment
district, was for a while in darkness, the honky-tonks boarded up and
their frontages spray-painted with one word: “Closed.”

But not for long. Some of the bars have
since reopened, taking cover behind a court
order telling Manila Mayor Allredo Lim, who
ordered the closures. to temporarily suspend
such action,

The fainting and parrying between the
Mayor’s office and bar owners has resulted
in a close-open situation that scems as yet 1o
have no definite conclusion

One thing is evident. however. Mayor
Lim's promise to “rescue young women from
a life of shame,” by cracking down on pros-
titution in Ermita, is bringing the women more
harm than deliverance.

These same young women are not only
losing their source of income. They face threats
to their civil and human rights and. more
importantly in this age of AIDS, to their health,

Mayor Lim, nicknamed Dirty Harry by
Manila’s press when he was still police chief,
was elected last year by a respectable major-
ity on a platform of cleaning up the city, both
literally and figuratively. This included a
pledge to transforr Ermita’s entertainment
strip into “a huge mall fit to be patronised by
whole families in search of quiet relaxation.”

But Mr, Lim's vision of a reborn Manila,
it is turning out, does not include any role for
the thousands of “‘go-go™ dancers, bar recep-
tionists and other workers displaced by the
closures.

Former bar girl Lyn (not her real name)
quit her job before the crackdown in mid-
February, and is now trying to transform her
life under the care of the Third World Move-

MAVOR [.IM: Restrained.

ment against the Exploitation of Women ( TW-
MAL-W),

According to Lyn, only a few of her former
colleagues will have gone back to their home
provinces. Most. she is certain, still ply their
trade but in different places and very prob-
ably under different and more unfavourable
circumslances.

“What can you cxpect?” she says, “"Most
of us were working in bars because we come
from poor families and lack of education.
What options do we have?”

Lyn angrily denounces Mayor Lim for
making no provision whatsoever for alterna-
tive employment for Ermita’s commercial sex
workers. She is adamant that “if the girls had
been offered jobs even at small but reason-
able salaries. most of them would have ac-
cepted.”

Underscoring the plight of the under-edu-
cated in the troubled Philippine economy. she
notes that even for factory work, employers
normally hire only those who finished high
school. And for any woman to be discovered
by a potential employers to have been in the
so-called sex industry. her chances of being
hired would not be much above zcro.

Lyn concedes that the Ermita bar where
she worked always paid her salary, and on
time. Furthermore. her health was monitored
— the bar gave her a medical checkup after
cach date with a customer, In short, due to
the high profile of the Ermita establishments,
she could count on having ¢ertain rights and
benefits.

All too often, such is not the case else-
where. An abusive employer in an “‘under-
ground” prostitution venue can withhold sala-
ries, and require the women to work cruelly
long hours.

But overshadowing all this is the possibil-
ity that by moving out of a reasonably con-
trolled environment where they are regularly
checked for sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs), the women risk falling victim to the
20th century’s version of the Black Death
AlLDS,

As of end-1992, 368 cases of infection with
the AIDS-causing Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (H1V) have been reported by the Phil-
ippine health deparument. These included cases
of full-blown AIDS. 67 of whom have died.
But the World Health Organisation (WHO)
has said there may now be as many as 35,000
HIV carners in the Philippines.

What is known is that the first HIV-in-
fected women discovered in the country were
sex workers, and that the primary means of
HIV ransmission is heterosexual intercourse.

CRACKDOWN IN ENTERTAINMENT ROW: Social problem.

At the same time, international studies have
shown that a woman is [ar more likely Lo get
A1DS from a male sex partner than vice versa

S0 times more likely. according to one
\Il!l.|_\'

Medical checks after sexual contact can-
ot ensure protection from HIV infection, But
the virus 1s more casily transmitted to a sexual
partner who already has another STD, due to
skin lesions or lower resistance, By dealing
with other STDs. medical checkups indirectly
Iessen the chance of contracting AIDS.

Fhe TW-MAE-W runs a drop-in centre
which offers refuge and skills training in
Ermita for the district’s entertainment work-
ers. Officer-in-charge Lennie Tabora agreed
with the closure of Ermita’s bars “because it
will mean less prostitution.”

But she is not happy with the way the
crackdown has been effected. “Lven alter the
police had closed down the bars, and had
temporarily jailed the girls. they would raid
the places again and arrest girls who might
be living in the premises.”

Ms. Tabora asserts that in early March, at
least four clubs were still open. The women
would be arrested, then hailed out by the bar
owners, and in less than an hour would be
serving or dancing onstage again “until
the next raid.”

Through all these goings-on, attendance at
the drop-in centre has declined — at the time
of writing only 11 women were taking classes
or one-third of pre-crackdown attendance.
“Before, we knew which bar the women went
10. Now we can't find them,” Ms. Tabora
explains.

Womanhealth, another support group, like-
wise “condemn(s) the insensitive approach of
the police in simply rounding up these women
and jailing them.”

Says Womanhealth national coordinator
Ana Maria Nemenzo: “This violates their
rights and dignity. Bar owners are not simi-
larly humiliated. This approach does not solve
the problem of disadvantaged women seeking
to work (as prostitutes) in tourist areas. To
simply deprive them of work is unfair.”

Some women had reported being sexually
abused by police officers while in custody,
Ms. Nemenzo adds. “The condition of pros-
titution makes the women very vulnerable.
Anything can happen to them,” she poinis
out.

Like Ms. Tabora, she is against the legali-
sation of prostitution, a bill on which is
pending in Congress. “It would lead only to
further exploitation,” she says, though con-
ceding that the mayor’s crackdown had pro-
duced the same result. (Depthnews Asia)

Can Ramos...

(From page 3)

imposing the surcharges on “ostentatious”
power consumption.

Maceda said the surcharge will hit the low
and middle income groups. The “600-kilo-
wall consumption means anybody using a one-
horsepower airconditioner or two appliances
would be subjected to it."

Suspension of the Local Government Code
provision requiring local government units to
approve power projects within their territorial
jurisdiction would be a “‘retrogression of local
autonomy.” Maceda said

While President Ramos promises people
empowerment with his right hand, his left
hand deprives them of their rights and civil
liberties, Roco stated. “II consumers are now
protesting the 18-centavo increase In power
rales, what's 1o stop President Ramos from
raising it to 47 centavos with his extra pow-
ers?" Roco asked.

Without the environmental clearance cer-
tificate, Arroyo warned that no nternational
financing institution will release a loan for

power projects because First World countries
are particular about environment and ecology.

Other special powers sought are the
relaxation of auditing rules on procurement
of equipment and supplies, revision of the
return  on base for energy and power utili-
ties, bidding rules and disposition of govern-
ment assets. .

Are all these necessary in the cause of no
more power outages?

CALACA 1l

After a seven-year delay since 1986 due
to community protests against the absence of
anti-pollution devices, the ground-breaking
ceremony for the 300-megawatt Calaca II in
Batangas finally took place on March 29,

The coal-fired plant will be financed at
$321.9 million by the Overseas Economic
Cooperation Fund of Japan. The first Calaca
I coal-fired plant was temporarily shut down
until anti-pollution devices were installed
against its emission of coal ash and
particulates in the air,

Calaca 11, together with the Masinloc
(Zambales) thermal plant and the Pagbilao

(Page 8, please)
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Health foods surge still on -

EALTH FOODS, from the traditional gin-
seng to royal jelly as well as chlorella algae
and soup No. 5, have made an impressive
surge lately in a country known for an insatiable

appetite for good food.

Alongside these traditional
loods. believed to perk up
onc's system. their “modem™
counterparts also have made
inroads. These include vitamin
E-rich wheat germ oil, low-lat
soybean prolein powder lound
in many Chinese restaurants,
fruit juice and other health
oriented drinks

In many departiment stores
in the metropolis, sometimes
near sporls complexes, low-
calorie pastries are promoted,
apart from dairy and other
food items in the slore’s
regular food sections.

Sources at health [ood cor-
ners say they ring up a healthy
percentage increase in yearly
sales.

In recent years, the popu-
larity of health foods, like

mushroom bacleria teas and
chlorella algae. started lo
plunge. but experts belicve that
the present health lood rage
may lake a long lime to laper
ofl. considering the number of
health bulfs in the country.

They point out, for in-
stance, that soybean protein
powders may eventually hit a
sales peak. alter their nulri-
tious value wys circulated by
a few mail-order companics in
the region.

Experts are optimistic that
the current health food boom
will remain strong in the next
few years al least. They cite,
for instance, that of latc there
has been a continuing sales
rise in the purchase ol health
foods as gifls.

Health foods have started

1o win not just the body build-
crs but even the ordinary man
on the street out to win what
he believes could be a longer
lile and a healthier physical
system

Small-time pioneers have
started distributing their prod-
ucts largely through mail-or-
der companices, Iraining cenlers
and specialized food shops.
The big-ltimers are using ex-

icnsive nelworks of regular
food, drug and cosmetics dis-
tribution channels lo reach
more people.

Some have started produc-
ing wheat germ oil from [lour
by-products. Rich in vitamin
L. wheat germ oil is begin-
ning to win not only sports
players but the ordinary
beauty- and youth-conscious
people, according to nutrition

experts.

But oil in gelatin capsules
thus far appears to outsell the
uncapsuled oil in bottles and
wheat germ [akes.

Others have started produc-
ing weight-control soybean
proteins, diet jams. wheat oil
germs, prune extracts and vi-
tamin C drops aside from the
special versions of the same
products for sports players.

Still others have begun
distributing plain yogurt. Some
say [rozen yogurt has gained
popularity as a low-[at and less
sweet substitute for ice cream.

Others, cashing in on the
health food boom, have started
marketing some milk powder
enriched with calcium and vita-
mins for middle-age workers.

In the heat of the compe-
tition, other food trading firms
have slarted distributing low-
sodium salt for people afTlicted
with high blood pressure and
heart trouble, which should be
handy for many working in
tension-filled newspaper of-

fices.

Lately, there is also a
sweetener from starch thal
achieves the same level of
sweetness as regular sugar at
one-tenth the calories. Promot-
ers say these sugar-free jams
and candies are betler [riends
to the Filipino leeth,

The health foods market
has visibly expanded each year.
Its expansion against the regu-
lar food market growth rate has
been comparatively bigger.

The only bottleneck seems
to be the products’ high prices.

Some blame distributors
and retailers who sell health
foods as medicines rather than
food supplements. This, ac-
cording to health food sources,
has caused higher tagged
prices. They say that il these
health foods were treated like
other ordinary members of the
food family, the health food
market can become even more
healthy.

Health buffs chorus: “Let’s
drink to that.” (DEPTHnews)

Giant clams face extinction in

By SUZANNE M. MINGOA-LICUANAN

BOLINAO, PHILIPPINES -
Many Filipinos have their first
encounter with giant clams in
churches where the shells are
commonly used as baptismal and
holy water fonls,

Their use n  Catholic
churches 1s apparently wide-
spread that the French called the
giant clam benitier, or the clam
which blesses.

Indeed, giant clams are an
extra bounty from the scas,
prized by Filipinos as a delicacy
in coastal villages where they may
supplement local diets when fish
are scarce. Giant clam meat is
not regularly sold in local mar-
kets but its actual consumption
is greater than it seems as many
fishermen gather it for domestic
use,

Giant clam meat is not a
significant source of protein for
Filipinos. But (his may change if
giant clams are farmed and read-
ily available in the market,

Strangely, most stories aboul
giant clams have pictures the
myth of a diver cought between
the clam's maw-like valves (or
“shells™). They may indeed look
like “killer” clams, with the larg-
est specimen — Tridacna gigas,
the true giant clam — measuring
as much as 4.37 metres or 4
feet, 6 inches long.

The giant clam is actually a
benign creature. The external
shell is the clam’s only means of
protection from predators. To
ward off potential predators such

as fish, the clam expels a strong
jet of water from  one ol its si-
phons, scaring ofT the predator,

In the unlikely event of a
diver's arm or leg caught be-
iween the valves of the larger
species, the soft flesh within the
valves serve as o cushion, such
that the diver can pull away his
or her arm. The worst that can
happen 1s a wounded finger if it
is poked into the clam.

In fact, man has acquired a
taste for the giant clam and has
become its most dangerous preda-
lor.

Giant clams are gathered [rom
reef flats during low tides by
women and children, Smaller
species are gathered by free div-
img with a blade shaped like a
long-handled spoon used to
carve oul the clam’s [lesh [rom
the shell.

Gianl cloms are caten raw,
with vinegar. onions, ginger and
hot chilli pepper, Occasionally
cooked in coconut oil, the T
gigas meat may be sun-drnied
then broiled. In some countries,
the meat 1s highly sought as an
aphrodisiac

Because of its size and appeal-
g colours, the shell attracts col-
lectors and curio enthusinsts, Or-
namental items hike figurines and
lamps, made of giant ¢clam shells
are commonly sold. Giant clams
are also popular home and garden
decor, as salad bowls, soap dishes,
ashtrays and even — for the large
ones — wash basins,

Unul 1984, grant ¢lams have
been harvested in the Phalippines
commercially and for expon
Much of this harvesting was not
regulated and even foreign ships
were able to poach in local
walers for giant clams. While 11s
export is now banned. smuggling
1s believed to continue

Now, in less than 20 ycars,
afler commercial exploitation, the
larger species Tridacna gigas, T.
derasa and Hippopus
percellanus face the danger of
extinction in Phalippine waters.

These species are among the
seven giant clam species found
in the Philippines, including T,
squamosa, I. Maxima, T. crocea
and Hippopus hippopus. There
are actually eight giant clam spe-
cies found in the tropical waters
of the Indo-Pacific region. The
cighth, T. Tevorod, has been
found only in Tonga and Fij

As carly as 1987, a survey
made by the Marine Science
Institute (MS1) of the University
of the Plilippines found that, in
general, there is widespread lo-
cal extinction of T gigas, T
derasa. H. hippopus and [
percellanus. Monality rates of
these species in  southern
Palawan and the Sulu archipelago
waters, estimated from export
records and warehouse invento-
rics in Zamboanga, showed thal
“all four species are undoubtedly
overexploited” in these arcas in
southern Philippines,

This finding. according to the

survey report, *1s alannmg since
southern Palawan and the Sulu
Sea are thought 10 be the last
stronghold of giant clams in the
Philippines

“The severe reduction of /.
porcellanus in the Sulu Sea
which i1s the centre of its distri-
bution has serious implications
on its survival, In view of the
critical state of giant clam re-
sources, their management must
be undertaken to prevent the total
extinction of these species in
Philippine waters.”

Similar scenarios are happen-
ing in other Pacific countres, All
species of giant clams have been
listed by the Convention on In-
ternational Trade and Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna
(CITES) as threatened, with the
larger species considered endan-
gered. The exportation and com-
mercial harvesung of giant clams
from the wild is banned in the
Philippines

The MSI has a giant clam
hatchery and culture facilities
here i its Bolinao marine labo-
ratory, in northern Philippines. It
has an ongoing research project
on the breeding, propagation and
conservahion of giant ¢lams. The
MSI giant clam project is sup-
ported by the Australian Centre
for Intemational Agricultural Re-
search (ACIAR), the Intemational
Centre for Living Aquatic Re-
sources Management (ICLARM),
the Philippine Council for
Aquatic and Marine Research

hilippine seas

and Development (PCAMRD)
and is collaborating with Siliman
University Marine Laboratory,

Since February 1992, the
International Development Re-
search Centre (IDRC) has been
supporting MS| in a project 1o
reseed Philippine reefs, especially
in the Lingayen Gulf area. The
aim is to increase giant clam
broodstock (a group of clams
which has reached reproductive
maturity) for breeding purposes
and to mass produce giant clams
for reseeding, clam larming and
possibly for export.

The giant clam 1s a bivalved
mollusk, same as oysters and
mussels. It is usually found in a
coral reef environment. often in-
terspersed between staghom cor-
als or simply sitting on the sand
between the coral mounds. The
smaller species are embedded in
coral rock, displaying only their
colourful mantles on the rock sur-
face, the shell is coloured bril-
liant shades of turquoise blue,
emerald green and chestnut
brown — all in attractive mantle
patierns,

I'he ultimate aim of ithe MSI
is 10 re-establish in Philippine
walers the largest of the giant
¢lam species, T. gigas. Through
culture, there will be enough
Juveniles, or “clam seed,” that can
be used to re-stock reefs that have
been depleted of giant clams.

The commercial production of
clams is still in its infancy in the
Philippines. There are four phases

of clam culture: clam spawning and
hatchery, land-based juvenile nurs-
ery, ocean-based juvenile nursery
and growout,

The operation of a giant clam
mariculture facility, particularly
for the hatchery and the land-
based nursery, will entail some
capital investmen! since these
require onshore sea-water facili-
ties. For the ocean-based nursery
and growout, there is minimal
capital requirement.

Sced clams (about 2 cm
length) are grown in their natu-
ral habitat, initially using cages
that protect them against preda-
tors. Later, when the clams reach
the 20 cm length — a size con-
sidered predator-free — they are
simply left on the bottom to
RIOW,

The MSI is propagating clam
culture in the hope of providing
a livelihood project for local fish-
ermen, particularly for the ocean-
based phases. But because the
project is contingent upon con-
servalion awareness, initial at-
tempis have been directed to-
wards information campaigns
ond the re-establishment of
breeding grounds, with the locals
as overseers

Batches of clams are being re-
established in seven reef arcas, six
of them protected by law: Hundreds
Islands Nanonal Park, San Salva-
dor Island, Scarborough Shoals,
Puerto Galera Man and Biosphere
Reserve, Mabini, Bongao and
Dumaguete. (Depthnews Asia)
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The tax cheats

VER THE week, President Fidel V. Ramos had occasion to observe that hetween
O P16 billion to P37 billion arc lost annually to the government in unpaid taxes. This

is duc to the fact that less than one half of five million Filipinos with taxable income
pay their taxes. In other words, there is wholesale tax cvasion.

Now, who do you suppose arc these tax cheats who are depriving the government
of Its rightful share in the bountics of the land, commerce and trade? Not the state
cmployes on whose measly pay envelopes are deducted monthly withholding taxes to
Insure collection, not the peasants farmers and fishermen who are so scared of official

numecrarics and important-looking documcnts that they arc prepared to accept any levy

imposed by government, not the small market vendors and drivers who have no idea where
their taxes go.

The real tax cheats who are robbing the state of billions yearly are the big busi-
nessmen like the legal and illegal loggers who would pay taxes equivalent to one hectare
when in truth and in fact they have already razed a hundred hectares of trees, the internal
revenue people who would compromise a million pesos in tax liability to a mere one fourth
(P250,000) while the same amount goes to his pocket. Thus, the tax cheat pays only one
half of P1 million, and he and the BIR examincr arc both made happy with the arrange-
ment. A businessman-politician Is especlally adept at such arrangements. There is a BIR
examiner In his pocket all the time.

Admitting that the government “has been forced to forego a huge amount of cco-
nomic and social good because of unpaid taxes,” the President feels the time has come
to launch “an urgent crusade” against tax cvasion. This is certainly an opportunc time,
if there cver was one. But it won't work, knowing how government operates and a particular
quirk in the Filipino character which invariably trics to put onc over one’s fellows. Gusto
lagi makalamang. Unless Mr. Ramos Is prepared to range against the wall the evader
and the examiner, we are afraid that all his good Intentions will come to naught.

Beleaguered PLDT

VERYBODY IS getting Into the act: the high court, the congress, the media, cven
Elhe man on the street. And why not? The Philippine Long Distance Telephone

Company Is simply the most profitable business hercabout. Last ycar it posted net
profits of P4,98 billion, and for the four-year period embracing 1988-91, it raked in P12.17
billion. There Is also some P11 billion in asscts and stock dividends which allegedly cannot
be accounted for. Incidentally, about P53 billion of this belongs to the government,
representing the sequestered shares of Marcos.

The heat in the court has moved to congress where hearings on the missing gov-
ernment share was suddenly stopped. What prompted the chairman of the low house
committee on transportation and communications to close the hearing with a sudden
declaration that the missing P11 billion has been accounted for has not been explained
yet, but already, speculations are rife that there are millions and millions of reasons
Involved in this latest congressional caper. As we have always said, you could bribe your
way to anything in this country, True or not, the public does not expect that there will
follow some resignations, as what happened in the high court. Congressmen are made of
tougher stuff than magistrates, as anyone who has known any one of them will tell you.

There’s a good fight in the offing, with media being the battieground. Five top-calibre
advertising and public relations agencics have reportedly been hired to seek and destroy
and undertake a tremendous face-lifting job, not only for the firm but more so for the
bossman. The usually elusive guy figured In a talk show recently and may soon condescend
to speak to the press, If Indications are right. 1t may cven come out one of these greening
days with a relevant commercial on ecology and the environment, instead of the insipid
and thoughtless ad it inflicts on the public at large via television and print. We shall look
forward to this beautiful day.

Quo vadis, graduates?

r I THE MONTH of March Is, like April, the traditional height of summer. It s also
graduation month and, In keeping with age-old tradition, March saw almost a half
million young men and women leave the campuses for the last time (o finally engage

in the battle for survival the years in the universities have prepared them for.

Sad to say, It could be a losing battle for an overwhelming majority of them. According
to government statistics, there are 267,500 degree graduates spread out in commerce, edu-
cation, medicine and health-related courses, engineering and technology, arts and sciences,
agriculture, fisheries, forestry and veterinary medicine, criminology and law, religion and
theology. In vocational and technical courses, 232,000 trainces graduated also this year. The
figures offer a good sign; It means our young pcople are opting more for non-degree pro-
fessions instead of the four to seven-year college degree courses. And this year there are very
few law graduates, thank heaven.

Still, jobs are terribly hard to come by. Even for honor graduates and thoese with
connections, the labor department’s prognosis is not very optimistic. The situation could be
better for technical and vocational trainees due to demands of industry both here and abroad.
But most college graduates may be In for some very frusirating times ahead, considering
the current economic doldrums compounded by the energy crisis. The young men faces the
bleak prospect of pounding the streets while the young women may end up as domestics
abroad, that is, If they are lucky. A good number of them will certainly engage in the world’s
oldest profession, preferably in Japan and other foreign countrics, to keep body and soul
together, and to satisfy traditional family demands and responsibilities.

We can only wish them well as we express the hope that under the present dispensation,
the economy would soon recover and move Into better times.
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Kasalanan

AYON SA turo ng simbahang Katoliko,
dalawang uri ang kasalanan: (1) mana; (2)
sarili. Ang kasalanang minana ay ginawa ng
mga laong nauna sa atin dito sa mundo. Ang
pansarili'y siyempre tayo ang may kagagawan.
Ang siste nito’y kung tutuusi'y ang
pagdurusang dinaranas natin ngayon ay bunga
ng kasalanang mana. Kaya, hindi natin dapat
sisihin ang ating sarili upang huwag lalong
magiging kawawa.

Bakit tanggapin nating mga Pinoy na
kasalanan natin kung tayo'y naghihirap sa
kasalukuyan? Hindi natin kasalanan na
dumating ang mga Kastila rito at inangkin
ang ating lupang sinilangan. Hindi rin natin
kasalanan na sinakop din ng mga Amerikano
ang ating bayan nang dahil nabili raw nila
sa mga Kastila, At lalong hindi natin
kasalanan na pilit tayong inagaw ng mga
Hapones sa mga Amerikano dahil sila’y
magka-away.

Al aminin ba nating kasalinan ang
tatlumpung bilyong utang na ipinamana sa
atin ng mga Marcos at ni  Ginang Aquino?
Hindi ba’t ang sapilitang pagbabayad sa mga
ito ang pangunahingdahilan ng paghihikahos
natin? Kailangan pa bang pairalin ang
prinsipyong ang kasalanan ng magulang ay
anak ang kabayaran at gayundin, ang
kasalanan ng pamahalaan, taumbayan ang
pagdudusahin? Puwes, ang masasabi ko
lamang ay na kung sinong kababayan kong
naghihirap na sa buhay ang magpepenitensya
pa sa panahon ng Kwaresma'y saksakan na

ng tanga.

Kung sundin lamang ang hinihingi ng
Katarungan, ang mga tagapagmana ng mga
Kastila, Amerikano, Hapones, mga Marcos at
Aquino ang dapat magdusa't magpenitensya.
Subalit walang katarungan talaga rito sa
ibabaw ng lupa. Ang mga inosente ang
pinarurusahan ng mga salaring ayaw umamin
ng kanilang pagkakasala. Sa buhay na walang
hanggan, pagkaraan ng kamatayan,
magkakaroon kaya ng katarungan?

lyan ang pangako ng Diyos sa mga tapat sa
Kanya. Iyan ang dahilan kung bakit mapapalad
ang mga mahihirap sa kabila ng sila’y
makasalanan din at sawimpalad ang mga
mayayaman sa kabila ng sila'y mga taum-
simbahan. Ang ibig sabihin nito'y nagdudurusa
tayo, kasalanan man natin o hindi. Ang
mapagpilian natin ay kung tanggapin natin ang
pansamantalang dusa sa ibabaw ng lupa nang
dahil sa kasalanan o iwasan ito upang magdusa
nang walang hanggan.

Huwag naman sana. Maaari namang
lumigaya tayo sa kabila ng kasalanan. Sarili
man 0 minana.
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ONE'S WORTII

- by MAX NOBLE

Outage, outrage

WILO SAID that we won’t have power
outages during Sundays?

I"m writing this by the window. und I'm
swealing because there's no current (o run my
electric lan. despite the fact that today’s a
Sunday. The blackout began at about 9 this
moming. and now it’s almost 2 p.m.. and only
Heaven knows when this outage will end. Tell!

[1°s an emergency situation. this power cnsis.
and | just can’t understand why Liddic Boy has
still to seek “emergency powers™ [rom Con-
gress when, as correctly pointed out by Scnator
Tolentino. he doesn’t need Congressional ap-
proval. Meaning, that Eddie Boy has got those
powers already. and all it takes is o exercise
his will-power. The will-power Lo provide our
people with basic services

The bad news is: Eddie Boy's ain’t got the
balls to do it — that is, solve the power crisis
with all available means at his disposal. with-
oul resorting to martial law a /a his cousin
Marcos.

I can’t imagine Miriam, if she were Presi-
dent, failing to do whal she’s supposed to do
in these benighted times, in [mmess o her.
She’s got balls, although [ don’t think I'l] always
agree to how she'd use them,

Talking of Miriam, whatever happened to
her protest? Has the recount been stopped
because of the blackouts?

LA AR L}

I’ve just been from Cagayan de Oro City
and, believe me, there are no brownouts
there.

Pelaez and Pimentel's country is not part
of ARMM, but last March 23, two days
before the latest ARMM polls, violence
erupted on CdeO's streets. It had something
to do with the election, I heard.

I saw two mosques in the city, both
surprisingly quiet,

But not the establishments and organiza-
tions opposed to the casino. Posters and
streamers against Pagcor were still visible,

LA R R}

CdeO is catching up with other southern
cities like Cebu. The Pryce Plaza [Hotel is back,
although its name is now different Irom the
old one, That's the hotel atop the hill, just a
couple ol kilometers away from the airport
Shopping cenlers have sprung up, and new ones
are a-building.

Pimentel. Pelaez, Canoy and Noble (Alex-
ander) notwithstanding, CdeO is a peacelul
lown compared to Manila

LA LR A J

Oroanons are thus more fortunate than
Manilenos, who also have to inhale highly
polluted air. Only in downtown CdeO would
you smell burning gasoline.

Eeean

Faniliarity indeed makes you want to leave
the place you visil

CdeO is beautiful, but ['ve gone there five
limes already. Little wonder, [ was happy the
hearings scheduled for four days straight were
cancelled. My client, however, wasn’t, and il
took me Limes Lo explain why the cancellation
was i must,

We left CdeO the same aflernoon, she for

Families play important role

THOUGH SYSTEMS must be installed to
prapel people empowerment. which is a4 main
program ol President Ramos™ administration, it
ix equally importint and vital that Fimilies play
a big role in (his undertaking, :

Seldom do we Inok deeply into the work-
imgs ol families their moral and spiritual

. behavior and how such behavior alleets the

lives ol many and makes a dilference in their
lives -

Ihis lenten scason is therefore a very
appropriate lime lo focus our atlention on
familics as & very important segment ol out
sociely. Already. we are disturbed by the
workimgs of a religious group called “The
Children of God.™ They call themselves “The
Family." Supposcdly. some members ol the
ACCRA law ollice were the lawyers lor this
group.

Anyway, in a country where values have
deteriorated, it is relreshing and very inspiring
to know that in our mudst, there exist and
continues o exist families whose service 1o
God and country is worthy of emulation. The
latest issue of Mr. & My Magazine has
special focus on parenting and [rom page 43
thereol, let me quote Dis. Gregorio and Rustica
1.. Moral, both Papal Awardees

“Is there a place for God in ot parent-child
relationship? The bond that binds parent and

child is Love. And God is Love. Finally, lo
help parents remember their role in parenting,
think of the world CHILD.

(& is lor caring

] is lor health

| 15 lor insight

| 15 lor love

1) is lor dedication

Dedication, by the way, is the most impor-
fant aspect ol service to God and country where
we have yel to find an equal in the person of
Ms. Rosario N. Lopez. the present chairman of
the Securities and Exchange Commission, who
hias been with the SEC since Sept. 1, 1961

Fittingly. the Centro Liscolar University
conlerred upon her the following last Thurs-
day: a degree ol Doctor of Public Administra-
tion. honoris causa, The cilation reads:

“IFor her remarkable rise from the boltom of
the civil service center carcer ladder to her present
position of Chairmin ol the Securities and EX-
change Commussion (hrough professional compe-
tence. integrity. diligence and determination:

*l'or her pioncering eflort in the revitaliza-
tion ol the functions of the Sccurities and
ixchange Commission, thus making it an el
feetive governmenlt arm in regulating business
corporiations m the country

“I"or her distinet contributions lo recognized
socie-civic organizalions und worthy causes that

by JULIE AMARGO

promote the welfare and legal rights of women
and children;

“For her unblemished record of public
service, outstanding professional achievement,
and impeccable work ethics which are worth
of emulation of the youth of the Philippines.”

Here indeed is a public servant whose family
in Naic, Cavite, is well respected and revered.
In her work, she faces formidable enemies. Let
me quote Psalm 62 to help ease her burden:

“I depend on God alone,

“] put my hope in him.

“He alone protects and saves me,

“He is my defender,

“And [ shall never be defeated.

*My salvation and honor depend on God;

*He is my strong proteclor,

“He is my shelter."

IHow indeed can people empowerment [lour-
ish il there is no just God who provides us
with all the necessary Graces?

Pagkamulat ni Alecx Estrada

SA UNANG dinig. nsipm mong lalaki si
Aleex Istrada. Ngunit sa wna al matagalang
tingin. babaeng-babae si Aleex, Tunay niyang
pangalan ang Aleex. 1lindi ito pakulo. Mahusay
na mang-pawil al napakahusay pang sumayaw
si Alcex. Noong napancod ko siya sa 1sang
noontime show, naitanong Ko sa sarili ko kung
saan kinukuha ni Aleex and lakas niva sa pag-
awil at kasabay ng bigay-bigay ni pagsayaw,
Lahat ng kaibigan kong nakapanood kay Alecx.
babae man o lalaki ay nagsasabing maganda
siya, malangkad al kayang-kaya ang
kumbinasyon ng awil at sayaw. Mahaba ang
buhok ni Alecx, may taas na 57" at maliksi
ang katawan na isang mahusay na katangian
niya dahil sa pagiging singer-dancer niya. Kung
pangkaraniwang mang-aawil lang ay hindi
maaaring pumantay kay Alecx sa kahusayan ng
linig at sa pagdadala ng sarili sa harap ng
kamera.

Marami nang alok si Alecx para maging
isang full time actress. Ngunit dahil tinatapos
pa niya ang second album niya, buhos ang loob
niya sa pagsasaayos nito. Hindi niya iniaalis na
magiging bahagi rin siya ng industriya ng
pelikula. Marami na nn sivang nilabasang mga
programia sa 1(‘!L‘hl.‘i_\"(]ll Sa ngayon ay nasa
sidelight pa lang siya *ika nga. Nakuha niyang
langgihan ang isang alok sa pelikula na maging
lead star dahil sa pagiging tapat niya sa sarili
Hindi pa siya handa noon Sa tingin ni Aleex
ay hindi biro-biro uang
Pinagpaplanuhan ito

“Kung papasok Ka sa isang larangan,
kailangan ng isang matalinong paraan.
Kung baga sa isang laban, kailangang
pumasok ka rito ng handa at may mahusay
na istratchiva at taktika,™ wika ni Alecx
na aakalain mong isa nang matandang

pag-aartisia.

Davao and 1 for Manila, She. o retireable
principal ol a far-flung agricultural high school
in Davao Oriental, whom an auditor (who has
the bad habit of borrowing money Irom her
without paying) has sued for alleged estafi thru
falsification of public and commercial docu-
ments,
Talk of wtang na loob!

habae ang nagsalita. Dalagang-dalaga pa
siva at ang idad niva av 22 taong gulang
pa lamang. Mabait, makatao, maka-
Pilipino at maka-mahirap. Hindi mataas
ang lipad. Kung tutuusin na galin pa siya
sa pamilyang may-Kaya.

Bakit pagkamulat ni Alecx ang titulo ko?
Kung tutuusin ay matagal nang may kamalayang
panlipunan si Alecx kahil na noong nasa
kolchiyo pa siya. Ang Kapaligiran, mga
nagaganap sa aling lipunan ang gumising kay
Alecx parn mangarap siyang umawil nang
madalas ngayon ng awiling may kaugnayan sa
buhay ng mga Pilipino. Ilan sa mga ibig niyang
1isali sa kanyang pangalawang album ay mga
awiling may Kinalaman sa environmen{ al mga
children of war. Nalulungkol siya sa
paglapastangang ginagawa ng ilang manhid na
Pilipino sa kagubatan at karagatan natin.
Kasimbigat din ang kalungkulan niya sa
pagkasawi sa tuwina ng mga bala sa mga
labanan sa mga kanayunan ng tropa ng
pamahalaan at ng mga gerilyang NPA. May
ilang Kaibigan si Alecx na pumipigil sa kanya
na huwag magsali ng mga awiling “may
kamalayan™ o social relevance sa second al-
bum niya ngunit nabigo sila. Tunay na tumimo

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY PAPA

damdamin ni

sa isip at Alecx ang
pangangailangang ang isang mang-aawil ay
hindi dapat umawit lamang para sa kanyang
sarili. Naniniwala si Alecx na ang isang alagad
ng sining na tulad niya ay may responsibilidad
sa kapwa niva at sa lipunan. Dapal niyang
ialay ang kanyang mga awit sa mga kababayan
niyang tatangkilik sa kanya. Ang komersyalismo
at sining na may kamalayang panlipunan ay
maaaring pagsamahin, Maraming nagsasabing
kailangang maging komersyal ka sa pag-awil
maging sa pelikula para ka sumikat.

Patutunayan ni Alecx Lstrada na susulong
ang mga awiling may kamalayang panlipunan
at komersyal pa. Subaybayan natin si Alecx sa
kanyang mga awitin. At hintayin din natin siya
sa kanyang pagimbulog sa daigdig ng pelikulang
Pilipino.

Can Ramos...

(From page §)

(Quezon) plant, and the mothballed 3ataan
Nuclear Power Plant, would have provided
enough power to cover the deficiency in the
Luzon grid. But none of them were pushed
through during President Corazon Aquing’s
term,

The Philippine Amusement and Gaming
Corporation has offered S5 billion to finance
the purchase ol a power barge 1o case off the
clectrical shortage. President Ramos ordered
the Energy Department to lease power barges
to ease off the brownouts. But diesel-operated
power barges and gas turbines are only a
temporary expedient because their fuel is

expensive.
ASSESSMENT

Nine months ago, President Ramos asked
Congress Lo pass a bill creating a Department
of Energy to solve the energy crisis and
Congress complied, Arroyo recalled. Now the
President is seeking for extra powers to deal
with the same power deficiency. Arroyo
asked, *'Is this not an admittance that the
President has failed to solve the power cri-
sis?"

The President is blaming the National
Power (less) Corporation, the NEDA, the
Senate, the IHouse, the Judiciary and every-
body else but himself for the energy crisis,
Arroyo said. But Ramos knew the country’s
problems before he was voted minority Presi-

(Page 9, please)
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Washing our dirty linen

ACCORDING TO the PCGG, so much ol
the Antonio Cojuangco family's shares in the
PLDT are really owned by the late President
Ferdinand Marcos. Docs  this mean that the
PCGG under Jovy Salonga then David Castro
were oblivious to this fact? Or is it possible
that the PCGG under Cory Aquino Knew about
this anomalous siluation bul just Kept it under
wraps because Cory was. aflerall. Cojuangco
first and President Aquino only second? Blood
was thicker than water? If PLDT is really
Marcos then the more reason that it should be
dismantled and stripped ofl its monopoly of
the communications business. Aflerall the
Cojuangcos have alrcady made millions out of
their hold of PLDT.

A front page story In the Inquirer a few
days back mentioned that an incumbent
Supreme Court Justice had admitted - on
condition of anonymity, of course — certain
shenanigans in the Tribunal. Perhaps this
magistrate has finally wrestled with his
conscience and is ready to speak out just
like Justice Amor Herrera who denounced
the Bar scandal in 1982. But this is a very
very serious revelation and the Chief Justice
can no longer blame the critics about the
rumors sweeping coffee shops and court
corridors about corruption which has gone
up to the highest court sanctums. Just a week
or so back, a justice in the Court of Appeals
— Justice Oscar Herrera also denounced
anomalies In the second highest court. But
to me all these development are welcome
because the country may yet sec the day
when all the courts will be revamped and
only the good and the just and the honest
will sit in those lofty benches. More and
more, each day, 1 feel vindicated when I

denounced some shenanigans in the Court
which cost me my practice of law in 1985,
e dé
I am disturbed no end by the volatile
situation in the Korean peninsula with the
withdrawal by North Korea from the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty. The UN and the major
powers cannol let things in the Korcan penin-
sula develop into something even morce scrious
because North Korea may be just looking for
an excuse to attack the Seouth in order lo
smokescreen its internal problems. Kim Il Sung
is sick and aging and his son, obviously nex!
in line. may want to prove his manhood this
carly to justify his ascendancy to power which
he may not deserve. Anyway North Korea's
sudden show of belligerency is cause of great
alarm especially in Asia. Again | am alraid
that the predictions of our astrologer Zenaida
Seva that the onset of the Spring liquinox al
10:42 P.M., on March 20 may bring very sig-
nificant changes all over the world. Seva pre-
dicts, based on planetary movements that from
March 20 to the next three weeks ol April will
bring signilicant political events and conflicts
I have been following Seva’s predictions and
| found them uncanny. . .
L L L2
The past days I had been following news
stories about some 8 newsmen who joined
President FVR's state visit to Japan bul
were reported unaccounted for and presumed
to have turned “TNTs”™. Of course we should
all decry actuations of our countrymen that
will bring shame and embarrassment to our
people. On the other hand, I cannot under-
stand why our press and government scem
to make so much fuss about the matter when
there is no definite confirmation yet that
these “magnificent 8” have turned TNTs. If

as reported these people were extended 60-
days visas to visit Japan, why should they
be considered TNTs now when the 60 days
period has not yet expired? To me it Is most
uncharitable and unfair to smecar these
Filipinos without so much definite proofs that
they have turned illegals in Japan. By our
hue and cries, we have placed them in a
very difficult situation, embarrassed thelr
families and opened them to be hunted by
the Japancse police like the Yakuza crimi-
nals, when they still have valid visas.
(R TR

We are i funny people when we do our best
10 expose our own counirymen to inlernational
obloquy. Remember what we did to our Little
lL.eague players? In the US today, our own
countrymen are the ones spying on fellow
FFilipinos then turn them in to US Immigration
just like what the Makapilis were doing during
the Japanese occupation. What a shame, wash-
ing our dirty linens for the whole world to
sneer al us . . .

(L L

That cold-blooded killing of Gunther
Weese from Germany, right at the premises
of Lantaka Hotel and just meters away
from the Zamboanga City Hall Is another
blow to our tourism industry and the
Philippine goodwill abroad. What's hap-
pening to this Christian natlon? Everyday
when you glance at the pages of newspa-
pers and watch news programs on TV,
reports of Killings and murders always hug
the scenes. At the rate we are going, we
may yet surpass the frontier days In
America during the days of the wild, wild
west or the later days of Bonnie & Clyde
and Al Capone and Ma Baker, during the
prohibition days In Chicago.

INMY CORNER..

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

LAY}

The ERB failed to get the P.018 increase
in power charges because the Supreme Court
stopped it. Now they want P.07, kasi daw
cleaner air means more costs. | tell you our
suffering consumers can never win against the
ERB or Napocor, especially against Napocor
with all its stinking reputation. Senator
Guingona has again unmasked another P2.5
billion peso anomaly in the Napocor. Ano na
ba ‘yan? Puro na lang kawalanghiyaan ang
ginagawa but nobody has been indicted and
convicted until now. Probe ng probe na lang
sa Senate Blue Ribbon Committee perhaps
just for the senators to get reams and reams
of publicity day after day but Juan de la Cruz
has not been given any satisfying results.

EREES

I congratulate President FVR for or-
dering the sip-sips to desist from taking
full-page ads in newspapers to wish him
happy birthday. During Marcos and Aqui-
no’s presidencies, you will find full-page
ads in major dailies Just to wish them
happy birthday at taxpayers' expense.
President Ramos has enough sense to put
a stop to such practices. If these function-
aries really want to wish the president a
happy natal day, they should work harder
for our people and stop their graft-ridden
activities.

Can RamOS e« o« o (Frompage8)

NOBELA

dent by 23% of the elector-
ate, Armroyo stressed. In fact
he listed power crisis and
peace and order on top of his
priorities.

The power outages seem
to be “contrived,” Arroyo
observed. In the first 100 days
of the Ramos presidency,
there were no blackouts. The
power plants were run to the
limit of their capacity to
please the President. Today
they are breaking down one
after the other.

To impose martial law,
dictator Ferdinand 5, Marcos
raised the bogey of commu-
nism as his alibi, Arroyo
reminded. At that time there
were only 500 New People's
Army members. By the time
Marcos was booted out of
Malacanang in 1986, the
NPA force had swelled 10
15,000. So his martial law
rule was a failure.

The Ramos gimmick is
power crisis, Arroyo asked:
If Ramos is granted extra
powers that are not necessary
and still fails to solve the
crisis, will he ask Congress
for more powers?

Ramos as President has
g Only to order the Energy

Department, the Napocor or
NEDA to remedy the crisis
but apparently there is lack
of supervision on his part,
Roco said. “If the President
gives an order and he is diso-
beyed, who's to blame?"
Roco queried. *“That would be
mismanagement on his part.
As a leader, he should be able
to take responsibility for his
administration’s failure to
ease off the power shortage
and not pass it on to others.”

To cover up his failure to
relieve the energy crisis,
Ramos is treading on danger-
ous ground by seeking pow-
ers to suspend laws and stifle
people’s rights and civil lib-
erties in the name of no more
power blackouts. This contra-
venes his “people empower-
ment™ campaign slogan.

Al least three of his Cabi-
net men are lukewarm 1o
emergency powers for the
President. Even if Congress
granis President Ramos the
extra powers, there is still no
assurance that within this year
or next year the power crisis
will be over.

Mga binhi ng banyaga

“Al kailan ako naging ka-
kumpetensiya ng Diyos sa pag-
mamahal mo? Hindi ko naman
Siya sinasapawan, a. Hindi
naman ako pumapapel na
Diyos sa buhay mo. Bakit?
Nagseselos ba ang Diyos at
mahal mo rin ako bilang kas-
intahan al magiging masakil
ba sa Kanya kung mahalin mo
ako bilang asawa?

“Doon naman sa mga nan-
anatiling birhen para sa Ka-
harian ng Diyos, hanga at
saludo ako sa kanilang pag-
supil sa sarili, subalit ano ang
saysay ng kanilang pagsakrip-
isyo kung sila lang ang
matagumpay na liligaya sa

IKA-68 NA LABAS

Ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

“A, GANUN’N. Ginagalang Ko ang konsiyensiya
mo, subalit halimbawa’y gumawa rin ako ngayon ng
isang kasunduan sa Diyos, na sabihin kong kung ibalik
po Ninyo sa akin si Sarah at makasal kami sa loob
ng isamg buwan ay magpapabinyag na ako, subalit
Kung hindi, puwes mangangahulugan din iyon na

piling ng Diyos sa Langit?

“Alin kaya ang sa lingin
mo'y Kalooban ng Diyos: ang
ika'y patuloy na magiging
mongha upang ikaw lang ang
makarating sa Langit, o mag-
ing asawa kita nang sa gayon
pali ako, ang inay at i1ay, al
lalo na ang balak kong mag-
ing sandosenang mga anak
natin a4y malsama mo roon?

“0, bakit hindi ka ma-
kasagol? Paano ka tutulungan
ng Espintu Santo niyan saman-
talang narito na Siya sa panig
ko? Halika na, umuwi na tayo'l
magkasama naling tuparin ang
Kalooban ng Diyos sa ating
buhay.”

ayaw N’yo akong maging Katoliko, magiging sapat
na rin bang igagalang mo rin ang konsiyensiya ko?
Kung Konsiyensiya na lang ang gawin nating batayan
ng tama at mali, para sa ano pa tayo binigyan ng
Diyos ng kakayahang mangatwiran?

Buo na ang boses na tum-
agos sa tabing, “Huli na,
Frank. Nakapagpasya na ako
at hindi na iyan maaaring
baguhin. Hindi ako ang ba-
baeng ukol upang maging
asawa mo. Ipagdarasal ko na
lang kayong lahat, Paalam.™ Al
naulinigan ni Frank ang mga
yabag na patakbong lumalayo.
Sumigaw siya sabay hablot sa
tabing: “Sarah, huwag mo
‘kong iwan. Hindi pa tayo
lapos.™ Subalit ni hindi na siya
nilingon ng Kasintahan. Tuluy-
tuloy itong pumasok sa isang
pintuan at tuluyang nawala sa
kanyang paningin.

LA L]

Tatlumpu’t pitong mga Ati
ang inithatid ng meyor at ng
kanyang mga tauhan sa paar-
alang itinatag ng mga Kano.
Pitong lalake, labin-anim na
babae, al labin-apal na
kabataan, May limang libong
piso rin ang ginastos ng meyor
sa pag-ipon ng mga katutubo
mula sa iba’t-ibang lugar sa
pulo ng Panay. Kayliit na
pubunan kung ikumpara sa
Kanyang (utubuin. Dalawang
libong dolyar bawal isa.
Pitumpu’t-apat na libong dol-
yar na maliwanag ang kanyang
latanggapin.

(May karugtong)
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Unless desilted soon, the hydroelectric plant

may close in two_years.

Heavy siltation
in Binga plant

By GABRIEL KEITH

LA TRINIDAD — Ieavy siltation is badly
affecting the power generating capacity of the
Binga hydroelectric plant.

Unless the Binga waler reservoir is desilted
soon, the plant may close in Iwo years and
aggravate the power oulages hitting Luzon. The
plant accounts for four per cent of the power
supply of the Luzon grid.

This was how plant Manager Willredo P
Ringor summed up the problems bugging the
power generating system fucled by the Binga
dam in a dialogue with regional and local
oflicials. Ringor had sought the oflicials’ en-
dorsement of a 5.5¢year rehabilitation program
proposed for the power plant by the beleaguered
National Power Corporation (NAPOCOR).

The Binga plant was constructed in [togon,
Benguet, in August 1956, It was completed in
May 1960. The Binga dam is on the Agno River
where another dam, the Ambuklao, was con-
structed just upstream of the I3inga reservoir.

According to Ringor, the Binga hydropower

plant generates a maximum ol 100 megawaltls
which. together with the 75 megawall capacity
of the Ambuklao plint. goes to the l.uzon
Grid.

The problem at Binga i~ that from 1960
1o 1986 the pross reservoir storage capacity
had considerably decreased from 7.4 cubic
meters o 56.1 cubic meters. down by 31.3
cubic meters. During the 26-yvear period, an-
nual average rate ol sediment inflow reached
1.205 cubic melers a year

The Napocor rehabilitation plan for the Binga
power plant comes in three phases: short.
medium and long-term programs

The short-term program involves the con-
struction ol check and sabo dams along up
stream (ributaries lo intercept sediments and
aclt as disposal ponds lor storing dredged spoils
from the reservoir. and rchabilitation ol the
upstream face of the Binga dam

It calls for reservoir dredging ol 2.2 million
cubic melers of silt within 24 months and

SILTATION: Critical level.

construction of sabo dams nol higher than five
melers and check dams at a height of not more
than 30 melers.

Medium-term rehabilitation works will in-
clude dam toe protection retaining wall, lefl
bank cxcavation slope, maintenance dredging
and construction of check dams downstream,

Conversion of the diversion tunnel, construc-
tion of sluice tunnel, updaling ol electro-me-
chanical equipment, and reforestation and soil
conservition works ot the Binga reservoir basin
comprise the long-term rehabilitation aspect.

Engincers said construction of check dams
and associated sabo dams above the Binga dam
will contain the Now of silt into the reservoir.

The structures are expecled to enhance the
environmental and economic conditions in the
area. Other expected advantages:

® [t will lessen the volume of suspended
sediments going into the reservoir, thus clear

water can be expected.

@® Stabilized and accumulated fill materials
on check and sabo dams can be future sites for
agricultural activities.

@ Extensive reforestation program will
prolong the life of the reservoir.

@® More job opportunities can be created.

Napocor says the program may affect the
Baloy area where there are residences and
small-scale mining activities. It assured own-
ers of properties to be affected by the construc-
tion of sabo and check dams that they would
be justly compensated.

With the Ambuklao hydroelectric plant non-
operational because of silltation, the move lo
save Binga from the same fate is understand-
able. More so at this time when the country
needs all the energy it can muster to propel its
development program and meet the needs of
industrialization, (DEPTHnews)

" DOH report cites health improvements among Filipinos

By BONI A. BENGWAYEN, JR.

£

DESPITE A limping economy, which badly
affected health care programs, there has been
a perceptible improvement in the health sta-
tus of Filipinos.

A health department report for the period
1986 to 1991 showed, for instance, that life
expectancy improved from 63.40 years in
1986 to 64.90 in 1991. Crude birth rate also
declined 3.4 per cent, from 23.5 per 1,000
population to 22.71.

Infant mortality rate dropped 47 per cent,
from 35.2 per 1,000 livebirths in 1986 to 18.70
in 1991. Crude death rate likewise declined
25 per cent, from 5 per 1,000 population to
375,

The report listed the leading causes of
mortality for all ages as diseases of the heart,
pneumonia, malignant neoplasm, tuberculo-
sis, accidents, cerebro vascular arrest,
diarrheas, septicemia/erysipelas. liver and
kidney diseases.

The ten leading causes of deaths among
those below one year old were pneumonia,
prematurity/immaturity/septicemia/sepsis
neonatorum, diarrhea, congenital anomalies,
respiratory distress syndrome, asphyxia,
neonatorum, heart diseases, measles and
meningilis,

The report provided a graphic account of
its programs indicated the extent to which the
department had responded to the health needs

of the population,

Through its malaria control program, for
instance, 761,605 houses were sprayed with
DDT insecticides. Of the 1,388,705 cases
examined, 94,265 were found positive. Pre-
sumptive and radical treatment were given to
1,167,948 and 95,885 cases, respectively.

As part of its environmental management
and biological control program, the depart-
ment seceded 2,468 streams, cleared 7,290
kilometers of streams and constructed 27
bioponds.

Under its communicable disease control
program, the health department examined

359.090 individuals with skin disorders. Of
these, 5.959 were leprosy cases and were given
multi-drug therapy,

To strengthen health information, educa-
tion and communication, the depariment re-
vised 600,000 home-based monitoring records
and printed 500,000 growth-monitoring charts.

The department’s expanded program on
immunization did well. About 86.32 per cent
ol the 1,841,943 cligible children (one year
old and below) received full immunization,
BCG accounted Tor 97.17 per cent of the
immunization, followed closely by DPT3,
90.21 per cent; OPV 3 and measles, 89.94
per cent and 88.53 per cent, respectively.

Family planning clinics recruited 804,302
new acceptors and maintained 1,537,407
continuing users, The three most preferred

family planning methods by users were the
pill (877,653 or 57.1 per cent), ligation
(220,290 or 14,3 per cent) and condom
(193,703 or 12.6 per cent).

The report said emergency sanitalion
measures were implemented in calamity-
stricken areas in 1991. These consisted of
disinfection .of about 5,310 cubic meters of
water in the aftermath of the Mt Pinatubo
eruption, construction of 350 units of toilet
facilities to service displaced families, spray-
ing and fogging of 92,500 square meters of
dumpsites and evacuation areas.

The department also reported that Bicol
and Eastern Visayas had the highest percent-
age of combined severely and moderately
underweight with 25.33 per cent and 24.97
per cent, respectively, (DEPTHnews)

Telecom tech ...

Telecommunications Comynission with an an-
nual budget of P51 million, has identified areas
in its municipal lelephone program, where a
satellite-based communication system will be
most needed.

Al present, biddings are conducted among
authorized VSAT (very small aperture termi-
nal) providers for the realization of the pro-
gram, particularly in the far-llung areas.

Officials say private and government of-
fices have started lo recognize the benefits

T

(From page 12)

ol a satellite system for their private npel-
works which the existing microwave system
cannol provide,

Benedicto said the growing compelition
among satellite service operators and providers
in the Philippine would provide a background
for a healthy development of the domestic
satellite syslem in the country.

Indeed, the race towards the satellite com-
municalions industry in the Philippines is on.
(DEPTHnews)
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Puzzling phenomenon

IN METRO MANILA

Educated unemployed
on the rise in Asia

Philippines now a major
player in the region’s telecom
operations.

Telecom tech makes

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

inroads in RP

By HARMONY CABIE

MODERN COMMUNICATIONS technology has made
inroads in the Philippines.

CALL IT a puzzling phenomenon. But the youth
unemployment problem has hit hardest the ranks
of men and women who have gone to college.

“Paradoxically, the jobless rate tended to be sig-

nificantly higcher among those with higher educational
qualifications,” notes a recent study by the Asian
Regional Team for Employment Promotion.

Exceptions have been
noted only in Japan and
China,

The study cites cases in
India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia
and Bangladesh which could
well be found in other Asian
countries, including the Phil-
ippines.

In India, people in the 15-
35 age bracket with high
educational attainment ac-
count for aboul 33 per cent of
the unemployed. This is sub-
stantial, considering that this
age group constitutes 12 per
cent of the labor force, accord-
ing to the study.

In Sri Lanka. college
graduates have to wait for
three or even five years be-
fore they could be absorbed
in the labor markel. notes the
study.

In Indonesia. “youlh un-
employmenl rales increase
consistently with the level of
education, the rates for those
with academic educational
levels being higher than those
with vocational education.”

Experts attribute the *“phe-
nomenon' to the educational
system, In India. for instance,
there is a huge surplus of
young people with ans and
commerce degrees which are
hardly suited to the skill
needs of the job market

In Bangladesh. education
is said o be identfied with
liberal arts. A census has
found that almost all of the
educated unemployed are
graduates of general courses.

The study covered youth
employment prospects in
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Malaysia,
Thailand, the Philippines,
Indonesia, China and Japan.,

Some 632 million young

4

EDUCATION: No guarantee

men and women will be join-
ing the labor force in Asia by
the year 2000, estimates the
study, Of these entrants, only
about 342 million will be
employed during that year.
Bulk of this youth popula-
tnon will be concentrated 1n
some of the region's less
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for jobs.

prosperous countries, like
India, which is projected to
have 313 million youths:
Bangladesh, 37 million; In-
donesia, 37.6 million; Thai-
land. 13.5 million: Malaysia,
5.9 million; and Sri Lanka.
5.2 million,

In most of these countries.
says the study, the majority
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of the young generation live
in rural areas. Most of those
who migrate to the highly
developed urban centers of
industry and commerce are
uneducated. and unskilled
people from economically
poor families.

“Because of this, the pro-
jected dramatic increases in
the population of urban
centers in Asia have serious
implications for youth em-
ployment,” says the study.

Almost all countries cov-
ercd by the survey showed
higher unemployment rates
among the youths than the
national average.

The study notes that youth
employment is not a social
problem in Japan. Under the
so-called “life-time employ-
ment practice,” Japan's labor
demand tends to concentrate
on young workers.

Nevertheless, the unem-
ployment rate among Japa-
nese youngsters is said to be
higher than that of the nation
as a whole,

China has succeeded in
finding work for over 46
million people, including
university and college gradu-
ales, lechnical school trainees
and military men reveried Lo
civilian status.
(DEPTHnews)
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With the setting up of the first submarine cable storage
facility in Batangas. coupled with its strategic location, the
country, in the view of experts, has become a major player
in the region’s lelecommunicalions operalions.

The submarine cable depot serves as storage of spare
state-of-the-art [iber optic equipment for undersea telecom-
munications linkages.

Total capital outlay for the project had been estimated
lo reach over P80 million as of lasl year. More investments
are expected to pour in this year for upgrading of country-
side-based telecommunications systems.

Manned by both the government and privale sectors, the
Philippines’ telecommunication network consists of more
than 50 telephone companies, seven domestic record carri-
ers, four international record carriers, two satellite siations,
more than 2,130 telegraph main stations and sub-stations
and more than 120 telex main station and sub-stations.

Of the total number of telephones in the country, at least
73 per cent are concenltrated in the metropolis where more
than 10 million of the estimated 65 million Filipinos live,
and 27 per cent in major cities and towns.

Experts note that the telecom sector has been highly
segmenled and [ragmented by service, technology and ge-
ography. This imbalance has resulted in an overall lack or
absence of reliable service in the other urbanizing towns
and population centers

Like other developing couniries, the Philippine is now
implementing institutional changes lo be able to provide
services on demand, improve the quality of services and
increase the effectiveness in the delivery of services.

Some countries in fact have privalized their telecommu-
nication carriers to lower the cost of services, introduce new
technology and use private capital for network expansion.

The Philippines itsell may forego cable systems 29 years
from now, according to Commissioner Mariano E. Benedicto
IT of the National Telecommunications Commission, largely
because satellite systems will tuke their place.

“Aside from the fact that saiellite systems are cheaper,
technology will dictate more upward advances towards space
and less diggings for cable systems,” Benedicto said in an
interview.

This will pose a challenge in the Philippines, an archi-
pelago of varying altitudes, where oulmoded telephone lines
would have to be replaced with probably, as in Bolivia,
wide-band digital radio links

Experts project a4 Philippine selting where people need
not wait hours for the operator to put through their calls
because the hopelessly burdened (elephone network could
handle only as many calls at any one lime.

Commissioner Benedicto said more satellite operators and
service providers were expected Lo join the satellite band-
wagon in the next few years and well into lhe beginning
of the 21st century.

The government, which fully subsidizes (he National

(Page 11, please)
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