Ateneo de Manila University

Archium Ateneo

We Forum Special Collections

3-29-1993

We Forum, vol xvi No. 48 - Mar. 29, 1993

Jose Burgos, Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum

Cf Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons

Recommended Citation

Burgos, Jr., Jose, (1993). We Forum, vol xvi No. 48 - Mar. 29, 1993. Archium.ATENEO.
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/207

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at Archium Ateneo. It has
been accepted for inclusion in We Forum by an authorized administrator of Archium Ateneo. For more information,
please contact oadrcw.Is@ateneo.edu.


https://archium.ateneo.edu/
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum
https://archium.ateneo.edu/special-collections
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F207&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F207&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/207?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F207&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:oadrcw.ls@ateneo.edu

We Forum |

To seek and live the truth and share a vision /\ for peace

\ ft’, . i
VOL.16 ¢ NO.48 MARCH 29-APRIL 4, 1993 IN METRO MANILA

Manila:
Poison
chambur?

RP tO S - e THAI MINISTER: President Fidel V. Ramos and Prime Minister of Thailand Chuan Leekpal exchange signed
2 “dl| agrcement on tourism cooperation between the Philippines and Thailand. The accord was signed by Tourism Secretary
world’s

Vicente Carlos (right) and his counterpart Minister Sawit Bhotiwihok. (Malacaiiang Photo)

export
Page 5

Two brave women
force Filipinos

to confront AIDS
problem - - page 6

QOUTSTANDING: President Ramos congratulates Arfuro Parreio, chusm as the 1992 Most Quistanding Barangay
Chairman, in last week’s Awards at the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC). Looking on Is Interior
and Local Government (DILG) Secretary Rafael Alunan . (Malacaiiang Photo)




An Expose on PAGCOR

How It How It
Was Then. Is Now.

Monthly Income

Before the February revolution, the average Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
monthly income was #29 million. The income went up to 169 million in 1987,
highest monthly income declared was ® 55 P212.5 million in 1988, P290 million in 1989,

million. ©341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991
and P501 million in 1992.

Remittance to Government

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the In only six years of operation, from July 1986 to

total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the December 31, 1992, the new PAGCOR has

government was 2.1 billion. already remitted a total of 17.25 billion to the
government.

Tax Privileges

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds Since March 1987, all the tax exemption

of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax. privileges have been withdrawn. Now,
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
secrecy. on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President’s directive of transparency
in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's
income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National
Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, cities hosting the casinos,
the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National. Commission for Culture and Arts. Nothing is left with
PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is
considerably different from what it was in the past.

Q‘\ ?AGOO Responding Through Responsible Gaming
S P cae . .

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
\ ) PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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Coercive shortcuts
to end power Crisis

£

By ERIC S. GIRON

RESIDENT FIDEL V. Ramos expressed confidence he will obtain the
“calamity powers” he is seeking from Congress to bludgeon his way into
resolving the crippling electricity outages. Senators view such undemo-
cratic coercive powers as a pretext to impose authoritarian or martial law rule.

Filipinos still feel the
trouma of losing their freedom
when dictator Ferdinand E.
Marcos proclaimed martial law
in 1972 and winning it back
in 1986 when People Power
booted out Marcos from Ma-
lacanang. But there will always
be fascist-minded individuals
flirting with the idea of auto-
cratic rule.

Sen. Ernesto Maceda was
disturbed that Jose Almonte,
Ramos® closest ally and na-
tional security adviser, was at
the forefront of the emergency
powers proposal since energy

“®; the turf of the Energy De-
partment and the National
Power(less) Corporation.

Almonte was the one who
proposed a spy network in
every governmen!t agency and
a national ID system which
irate senalors nipped in the
bud. But Almonte never gives
up. He is now fueling the
President to press Congress for
extra powers which he quali-
fied as “calamity measures, nol
emergency powers.” A matter
of semantics.

Maceda noted President
Ramos has given Almonte too
broad an authority to enable
him to play a pivotal role in
non-military issues like the
energy crisis. This made the

“Kenalors apprehensive about
the abuse of emergency pow-

ALMONTE: A matter of
.semantlcs.

Sen. Blas Ople said Brig.
Gen. Almonte “is pushing the
President closer and closer to
impalience so that he is al-
ready straiming at the consti-
tutional leash. And this may
snap at any lime.”

Rep. Bonilacio Gillego, a
retired military oflicer who
went into exile during the
Marcos dictatorship. saw
“creeping militarism™ in the
Ramos administration. packed
with former military men in
civilian offices

FASCIST RULE?

Lefist National Democratic
Front Secretary General Frank
Fernandez expressed “cause
for alarm™ at emergency pow-
ers as “a necessary apparatus
for open fascist rule™ and “the
conditioning of the public mind
lo accept dictatorship.™

Fernandez said “'the admin-
istration need not worry about
the constitutionalily of an
autocratic regime because Mr.
Ramos has wiped oul opposi-
tion from the IHouse and the
Senate, which are headed by
Malacanang lackeys.” He said
Ramos has replaced the Su-
preme Court justices with his
henchmen and has stripped the
Armed Forces and the Philip-
pine National Police of former
President Corazon Aquino’s
appointees.

Emergency powers could
lead to “monumental scams”
like Marcos’ construction of
the Bataan Nuclear Power
Plant at an overpriced $2.6
billion for which taxpayers are
shelling out $300,000 a day
for interests alone. the Net-
work Opposed to the BNPP
warned. Or, the powers may
be used to reopen the defec-
tive nuclear power plant.

Activist groups led by
Roland Simbulan opposed
extra powers for the President
as a threat to democralic proc-
esses. Among those lo be
subjected to abuse is militant
labor, Kilusang Mayo Uno
Chairman Crispin Bellran

said. “Such powers will signal
the unveiling of & maore repres-
sive regime. definitely more
vicious and intolerant of mili-
tant workers and trade unions
rising to defend the workers®
interests alongside those of the
people.™

WHY THE POWERS?

When Malacanang asked
for a Department ol Energy lo
hamess all agencies dealing
with energy. Congress obliged
lts secretary was conferred
“¢czar-like powers™ lo remedy
the electric power deficiency
of 970 to 1,035 megawalls.
Newly-confirmed Encrgy Sec.
Delfino Lazaro told a Congress
hearing emergency powers are
not needed lo put up the “fast-
track™ power plants.

Why then is President
Ramos invoking “cmergency
powers™ for himsell? He as-
sured that he would not in-
crease clectricily rates but
could slap surcharges instead
He wanted lo do away with
asking mayors whether or not
they conform with the crection
of a power plant in their
municipalities.

Il the President wanls lo
take undemocratic shortcuts by
dispensing with public bidding
and Energy Regulatory Board
hearings or environmental
clearance certificates to expe-
dite the building of power
plants, he will be contraven-
ing his own campaign slogan
of empowering the people
Instead, he will be arrogating
authoritarian powers 1o repress
people’s rights.

Ihe law placed those safe-
guards precisely lo averl any
abuse. Why does the Presi-
dent want to circumvent them?
Sen. Jose Lina Jr. viewed such
powers as a “‘scapegoal” 1o
cover up the administralion’s
failure to cope with the energy
crisis.

Sen. Arturo Tolentino noted
al first the President an-
nounced he would ask for
emergency powers so that the

3!

ENERGY CRISIS: Crippling the country.

government can overcome the
obstacles in conslrucling new
power plants and end the acute
power defliciency.

But at the Narional Secu-
rity Council meeting the other
week, Almonte said the Presi-
dent would exercise calamity
powers which, Tolentino said,
is not found in the Constilu-
tion. Then the President clari-
fied he wanled only emergency
legislation, but now he is back
1o emergcncy powers,
Tolentino said.

Malacaiiang said the Presi-
dent was secking special emer-
gency powers under Article

6, Section 23, paragraph 2 of

the 1987 =Constitution *“for a
limited period (he is asking
two years) and subject to re-
strictions as it may
prescribe...lo carry oul a de-
clared national policy,” Ramos
said the policy is to “acceler-
ate the developiaent ol power
and energy.”

“Just do i,” Tolentino
advised the President. He said
Article 12, Section 17 of the
1987 Constitution provides
*The State, during the emer-
gency and under reasonable
terms prescribed by it, tempo-
rarily lake over or direct the
operation of any privately-
owned public utility or busi-
ness affected with public in-

terest.”

Ramos does not have to
take over the Napocor which
is government-owned. There's
no point in seizing the Meralco
which merely distributes the
Napacor power to the Luzon
gnd.

“Malacaiiang should now
specify what particular acts the
President wants to solve the
energy crisis instead of just
resorting to generalities such
as ‘emergency’ or “calamity’
power,” Tolentino stated.

BUSINESS STAND

Because of the urgency to
solve the power crisis, which
is shutting down factories and
laying off at least 20,000
workers, 11 large business
groups and bishops have asked
the President to identily the
“roadblocks™ to the construc-
lion of power plants so that
Congress can enact appropri-
ale measures,

Raul Concepcion, power
task force scheduling chair-
man, siressed the |1 groups
are not pushing for “a state of
emergency or for martial rule”
bul recognize the urgency to
remedy the deficient power
which could reach 1,100 mega-
walts in April because of in-
creased demand.

To preveni power shortages
up 1o 1996, Concepcion listed

three areas which have to be
attended to immediately: 1) to
contract additional 500-mw
capacity; 2) complete the five
coal-fired plants at Pagbilao
(700 mw), Masinloc (600 mw)
and Calaca 2 (33 mw); 3)
reorganize and privatize the
Napocor so that private [irms
could rehabilitate the old
power plants.

As expecied, House
Speaker Jose de Venecia
pledged readiness to provide
the President with emergency
powers “for a limited time,
with a limited scope, and with
safeguards.”

During her term, President
Aquino purchased 54.5 billion
worth of pas turbines without
any bidding plus $2.6 billion
worth under negotiated con-
tracts. Most of them are now
rundown because they were
secondhand.

SENATE PLAN

In lieu of granling emer-
gency powers, Senate President
Edgardo Angara said his cham-
ber’s energy and public serv-
ice committees will conduct an
ocular inspection of all NPC
and Meralco plants to find oul
what's wrong with them.

The Senate will hire its
own leam of privale consull-
ants, advisers, electrical and

(Next page, please)
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mechanical engineering ex-
perts to find out why, despite
ten to 1S years puarintee by
Japanese repair companies, the
old power plants which un-
dergo rehabilitation break
down aller a year or so.
The Senate commitlees
drafled nine bills to develop
non-convenltional  energy
sources such as solar, wind and
occan systems aside from oil.
gas and geothermal resources.
incentives for developers and
users of alternalive encrgy: and
penalties for illicil tapping ol
clectricity, tampering electric
melers, destruction of energy
Iacilities. and illegal posses-
sion ol electric power (rans-
mission and distribution lines.
The President cited as an
“obstacle™ the Supreme
Court's suspension of the
P0.17 clectricity rate hike
protested by Sen. Tcolisto
Guingona in March 1991 and
the P0.18 increase which the
NPC charged consumers
started Dec. 26, 1992 without
an Energy Regulatory Board
hearing and decision. The
suspension caused the World
Bank to cancel a $110 million
loan to the NPC for transmis-
sion lines of six new “fast-
track™ power projects.
Senator Ople urged the

courls Lo exercise “pudicial
sell=restraint and self-abnegi-
tion™ in issucs allfecting power
crisis “lto avoid unnccessary
deadlocks in the system ol
separite and co-equal powers.”

On the other hand, Rep
Leonardo Perez wants the
supreme Courl 1o be an “ac-
tivist tribunal in protecting the
people against oppressive lor-
cign-dictated policics like the
power rite increases and dil-
ficultics arising from the weik-
ness and submissive stance ol
a hostage government.”

Does Mr. Ramos wanlt (o
stifle protests of Calaca resi-
dents against (he pollutants
emitted by coal-fired plants in
the air they inhale? Will emer-
gency powers allow Calaca 2.
Masinloc (Zambales) and M.
Apo (Davao) power plants o
operiate withoul the environ-
mental clearance certificales
required by the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources?

They why compel oil com-
panies to reduce the lead and
sulphur content of their gaso-
line to diminish the pollution
from vehicle exhausts 1f coal
ash and particulates from coal-
fired plants will be allowed to
endanger the health of resi-
dents in the periphery?

REFORMS FOR LOANS
The Napocor is now scek-
ing P25 billion for the instal-
lation of new power plants and
transmission lines, and the
repair and rehabilitation of old
plants. This is equivalent Lo
the P25 billion national budget
delicit for 1993 for which new
taxes are being passed and
borrowings will be made.

NUKE PLANT: Monumental scam.

Senator Maceda said unless
the government institutes radi-
cal reforms at the NPC. il
would be “unconscionable and
unacceptable™ 1o loist power
rale hikes on the public to
finance its projects. It would
be “tantamount lo rewarding
incfficiency and encouraging
multimillion-peso anomalies at
Napocor,” he stressed.

Finance See. Ramon del
Rosario 11 said at least $500
million to bankroll the con-
struction of new power planls
from Japanesc creditors are
contireent on the NPC's sound
linancial position. The loans
are frozen until the NPC
proves ils [inancial viability.

Sen. Teoflisto Guingona
bared that a substantial por-
tion of S1.2 billion floreign
loans for power plants are still
unused alter the government
has paid P1.7 billion in com-
mitment fees for two banks
alone: the Overseas Economic
Cooperation FFund release of
$323 million for Calaca 2 and
the Asia Development Bank's
$200 million loan for Masinloc
thermal plant in Zambales.
Construction on both projects
has yel lo begin.

The NPC explained the
projects are delayed by the
requirement of anti-pollution
devices. [However, the Philip-
pines has paid ADB $29.9
million (P749.5 million) and
the World Bank $37.7 million
(P940 million) commitment
fees—a total of P1.7 billion
between 1986 and 1992. “Why
negotiate for new loans when
the available ones have not
been utilized?” Guingona
asked.

The NPC promised Japan's
Iixpor-Import Bank to achieve
at least 8% return on base as
proof of its financial capacity
lo pay ils debt by adding P0.18
lo the cost of ecleclricity per
kilowatt hour. With the Su-
preme Court’s suspension of
the rate hike, the World Bank
has cancelled talks on a $250-
million NPC loan which would
have added 650 megawalts to
the country’s power supply.

Maceda insisted on an in-
dependent management audit
of the NPC to pinpoint areas
of inefficiency and gralt as a
guide to prosecuting officials
involved in irregularities to

»

show the government is deter-g,

mined to stop graft.

For his incapability to con-
front the energy crisis through
normal processes, the Presi-
dent has raised a brouhaha by
seeking emergency powers. It
is possible that he really in-
tends to use these in acceler-
ating work on the power plants.
But any curtailment of consti-
tutional methods hurts democ-
racy. People do not believe he
won’t impose authorilanian or
martial law rule having been
Marcos’ enforcer of martial
law and because of the likes
of Almonte and his ilk around
him.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 8
BATANGAS CITY

Lurd Reg Case No N-1404 LAA Record No N-63170

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

Tothe Hon Solictor General, Office of the Sohcitor General, 134 Amorsolo St LegaspVillage, Makat, Metro Manila, the Regianal
Executive Director, Region IV, DENA, L & S Bidg 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, the Mon Sacretary. Deparimeni of Public Works and
Highways, Bonilacio Drive, Port Area, the Director, Bureau of Mines, Padro Gil 51, Malate, the Director, Bureau of Fisheries and Aqualic
Resources, P O Box 623, all in Manila, the Hon Secretary, Depariment ol Agranan Ralorm, P T A Bidg , Eliptical Road, Diliman, the
Dwector, Forest Munagement Bureau, Visayas Avenue Diliman both in Quazon Ciay Matrs Manda, the Provincial Govemor, tha
Provincial Fiscal, the Provincial Treasurer, the Provincial Engineer, the Putiic Works and Highways Distuct Enginent 1he CENA OHicar
CENRO, Land Managamani Sector, (he Cily Mayor, ihe Ciy Councl, Ihe City Fiscal the Cy Tieazurer, the City Engmesr_ allin Batangas
Cty, Lucia Baes, Felx Aglay, Vicents Limall Paula Gutisrrez. Nalwidad Agtay, Brgy Cuaplain, Bonedicta Gulieriez Felpe Gunernez
Manuel Gulierrez, Candido Gertes, Jacinto A, Guterrez Macarno Ramos, Rulina Bae: Marcana Aglay, lrene Agtay, Maura Agiay
Teodoro Alcaniara, aifin Dumantay. Batangas City, 5t Bridgets Communiy Center, inc . 51 Briagets Commarcial Center, C/0 St Bndgets
College, Balangas City, Vicente Ramos. Arce Subdivsion Crisania Maderazo, C Tirona 8§51 both i Batangas Cily, AND TO ALL WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN

An application having been liled m the above antilled case by Anr_en.ﬁtcangqlc.;lucnrn martedio Banedicto S Cajucom. J Escoda
cornet Vallejo St Sta. Mesa Manila, thru Aty Liberalo C de Jesus. Batangas Cily, praying lor tha registration and conliwmation of the
titls to Ihe (ollowing described lande

1) Aparcel of land (Lol 6662 Cad 264 Batungas Cadastre, as shown on plan Ap-04-0066073 L RC Record No ) sitvated inthe
Barangay ol Dumantay. Batangas City, Island ol Luzon BoundedontheW  alonglines 1-2-3 by Lol 6661, Cad 264 Batangas Cadasire
onthe N along lines 3.4.5:6-7-8-8-10-11.12:13, by Arroyo, onthe E , along lines 13.14-15 by Lot 6668, along line 15.16, by Lot 6667
onthe S | along line 16-17, by Lot 6664 onthe S & E along lines 17-18-19, by Lol 6663, ali of Cad 264, Batangas Cadasire; on the
S, along hine 18-20, by Road and onthe W along lines 20-21-1, by Lol 6657, Cad 264, Batangas Cadasire Beginning al aponl marked
“1" on plan, beng N 76 deg 03E . 4387 74 m fromB L LM No 1, Cad 264, Balangas Cadasiie

thence N 1 deg 28'W , 224 72 m. to pont 2
thance N Bdeg 24 W 1041 m to point 3
thence N 86 deg. 23 E , 23 12 m o point 4
thence £ 75deg 42E 3161 m lopoint &
thence S 82 deg 27E 125 m lo poinl &
thence S 85 deg 16'E 2059 m 1o point 7
thence S 87 deg 14E 1858 m topoint B
thance N 16 deg 43E 1519 m 1o point §
thonce N 73 deg 26°E . 1333 m topomi 10
thence N TOdeg OBE 2031 m topont 11
thence S 85deg S0E, 863 m lopont 12
thence N 62deg S8E 1692 m 1o paint 13
Ihence S 37E . 933 m topoint 14
thence S E 968 27 m to point 18
Ihence S 17E., 138 17 m lo point 16
thence S 78 deg 31W 8 18 m to paint 17
thence N BEdeg Z2'W. 4657 m lopoint 18
thance S 4 deg 13E ., 76 91 m fo point 19
thence S. 84 deg 33W  110.46 m. lo point 20
thence N Sdeg 11'W 7746 m toponl 21
thence S 81 deg 26W , 605 m 16 poin| o

begnning, conlmning an area of FORTY SEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SIXTY (47 260) SQUARE METERS. All paints referied
to are indicated on (the plan and are marked an the ground as follows ple 4 10 12 by slakes and the restby B L ¢yl conc mons 15x60
om,, beanngs true, date of orginal survey, May, 1930 July, 1936, and was prepared on July 26 1992, by Engr Bienvanido A Corpuz
which was approved on Ocl 7, 1882

2) Aparcel of land (Lot B872, Cad. 264, Batangas Cadastre, as shown on plan Ap-04-006604, L R.C. Record No | siuated in the
Barangay ol Dumantay, Balangas City, lsland ol Luzon. Bounded onthe N, along line 1-2, by Road, on the E |, along line 2-3, by Lot BB71,
along hine 3-4 .by Lot BE70, and along hine 4-5, by Lol 8869, all ol Cad. 264, Balangas Cadastre, onthe E , 5., 8 W, along lines 5-6-7
B:9:10:-11-12:13-14-15-16-17-18-18-20, by Arroyo and on the W , along line 20-1, by Lot 8876, Cad 264, B gas Cadasire. Beg ]
al a poinl marked *1" on plan, being N 77 deg. 09'E , 4371 04 m lrom BLLM No. 1, Cad, Balangas Cadasire

thence N
thance S
thence S
thence 5
thence S
thence S
Ihance S
thence S
thance S
fhence S

BOdeg 52E, 12124 m to pomt 2
S5deg O5E. 2191 m topoint 3
Odeg 20W., 68.30m 1o point 4
1deg 12E 4256 m lopoint 5
Bdeg 43W 1406 m 10 point &
15deg 20W 1747 m fopoint 7
Jdeg 37W, 1871 m topont B
11deg OI'W 3148m lopom @
43deg 17TW 1247 m topont 10

45deg 59W., 535m lopont 11

thence S
thance S
thance S
thence S
thenca N
thance N
thence N

60 deg 52W ., 22 78 m topont 1
35deg 03W 320810 m taponl !
23deg 16W, 1301 m 1o point |
33deg 20W. 1411 m toponi )
B4deg OI'W 26 70 m lopoint 1
1Bdeg 56W. 1131 m lopoint 17
Tdeg 36'W
thence N 31 deg 59°E
thancaN 2deg O6E 1611 m lopoin 20
thence N. S5deg 48W , 205 368 m 1o the poini
beginning, contaming an area of TWENTY SiX THOUSAND ONE HUNDR DATY (26.140) SQUARE METERS. All points relored
10 are indicaled on ihe plan and are marked an the ground by BL cyl mon 60 cm , beanngs trua, date of ongmnal survey, May. 1830
July, 1936, and was prepared on July 26, 1992, by Engr Bwervenido A Corpuz, which was approved tn Oclooer 7, 1992
3 ) Aparcel ol land (Lot 8856, Cad 264 Batangas Cadastra, as shown on plan Ap-04-006605 L R C Record No. |, silualed in The
Barangay of Durmantay, Batangas City, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the N, along line 1-2, by Lot 8859, and along line 2-3, by Lot B858,
onthe E , along knes 3-4-5 by Lol 3853 and along hnes 56-7 by Lol 8855, allol Cad 264, Balangas Cadasire onthe 5, & SW., along
lines 7-8-9-10-11, by Creek and on the W, along lines 11-12-1 by Lot 8857 Cad 264 Batangas Cadastre Beginning al a paint marked
1"onplan beng N 7B deg 47E 496763 m fromBLLM No 1, Cad 264 Balangas Cadasire
thence S 86 deg 27E, 9571 m 1o point 2
thence S B3 deg 25E , B6.67 m 10 point 3
thence S 11 deg 02W.. 1392 m lopoinid
thence N 63 deg S0E . 4.28'm lo paint §
thence S. 14 deg 30W , 154 08 m to point 6
thence S 13 deg 38W, 1018 m topoint 7
thence S BB deg 16'W, 3857 m topoint B
thence S B2 deg O6'W , 28 32 m topoint 9
Ihence N 66 Jeg 19W 47 78 m to point 10
thence N. 64 deg 17'W,, 21 B! m o point 11
lhance N 2 deg 38W 1046 m 1o point 12
thenco N. 3deg 36'W 15208 m (o the poin
ol baginning; contaning an area ol TWENTY SIX THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY THREE (26.873) SQUARE METERS Al
points relerred 10 are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by stakes excepipls 11064 as, by B L cyl cone mons. 15
% 60 cm _beanngs rue, date ol onginal survey, May, 1930-July, 1936, and was prepared on July 26, 1992, by Engr Blenvenido A Corpuz,
which was approved on Dctober 7, 1902
You are hareby sarved this notice to appoar belore this Court al ils session to be held at Btanch 8, Batangas Cily, Philippines, on
1he 1510 day of Apnl 1993 a1 9 00 o'clock in the lorenoon, then and there 1o presen! such claims as you may have lo said lands or any
panion thereal, and o submi evidence in suppart of such clams and unless you appear.al amd Court al the time and place aloresaid,
your defaull will be recorded and the litle to the lands will be adjudicated and determined in accordance with law and [he evidence belore
the Couri and theroalter you will lorever be barred {rom conlesling said applcation (or pelilion) or any decies enlared Ihereon
Wilness the Hon LIBERATO C CORTES, Juoge of said Court, the Tth day ol January, in the year 1993
Issued ol Quezan City, Philippines. this 10th day ol February, 1993
ATTEST

16 95 m_ (o pant 18
21 81 m lopoint 19

AEYNALDO Y MAULIT
Adminsl ratof
Land Regiiation Authority

(Sgd ) SALVADOR L ORIEL
Chiel Docket Division

WE FORUM
March 28, 1993




[ MARCH 29-APRIL 4, 1993

FOCUS

We Forum 5 I

#—

* ‘Ecotourism’ bats for cultural sites preservation

By MANUEL B. TAMAYO

Environment-friendly projects now a major

concern _of local tourism

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT with an eye
on conscrvation has become a major concern
ol the Department of Tourism.

Already, it has launched ecotourism. i
program aimed at preserving natural landscapes
and heritage sites before they suffer further
damage from the influx of nature lovers and
culture buffs.

Underscoring the green movement. Tourism
Director Cynthia Lazo says the program secks
to make tourism consistenl with conservalion
in pursuit of development. And she is confi-
dent the new gameplan will bring good results.

Building new roads, hotels, golf courses and
other facilities to lure tourists can reshake the
landscape and eventually threaten the ecology.

The rationale behind the tourism depart-
ment’s program can be gleaned from these
scenarios:

Sleeping lowns, rustic lishing villages, iso-
lated coves and beaches and other places with
aesthetic appeal have tumed inlo employment
and income generating “fantasy island™ desti-
nations.

Beaches near Manila are popular destina-
tions. However, their proximily to the city
makes them targets of real eslate developers.
Encroached areas have become sources of

sewage and garbage polluting Manila Bay

Boracay was a virgin island beautified by .
puka shell-rich beaches back in the 60s. The
70s saw f(rickles of sightseers. By late 70s,
vacationists began to stay in the village huls,
polluting some areas in the process.

Tourism was still & folk industry in the early
80s. The islanders later opened their doors lo
vacalionists and foreign visitors.

Boracay started 1o-enjoy the tagline “sunny
paradise 1sland™ on travel markels overseds in
mid-80s. That kicked ofT a {renzied investment
aclivily in resort complex. holels, beachhouses
and waltersports lacilities.

The consequences ol Boracay’s translorma-
tion into an international playground will have
to be addressed by the green movement: while
sand discolored by ashes from nighttime bar-
becue parties, waler polluted by [oating litter.
wildlife disappeared and lush vegetation dricd
up.

lazo secs the green movement as a bridge
for sustainable development since it will rec-
oncile conservation with tourism

The program has varied agenda. offering
something Iro everyone concerned with ecol-
ogy. Student tours to cultural heritage sties wall
increase knowledge about the country’s history

NATURAL LANDSCAPE:

and traditions among the youth. They will be
encouraged lo be involved in the preservation
ol herilage sites,

Students, for example, see beautiful photos
and film clips of the Banaue rice lerraces in
the Cordillera— the eighth wonder of the world
built by the Ifugaos in 800 BC, unaware that
this cultural heritage is collapsing

Awareness of such deterioration can make
the youth get as much involved in the preser-
vation ol cultural heritage as in saving nature’s
beauty from degradation.

The endangered rice terraces may become

Conscrvation measure.

ruins unless schools and historical and heritage
socielies intervene, Traditions among the high-
land people have preserved the rice terraces
fro thousands of years.

Modern technologies unfit for the engineer-
ing concept on sloping farms of the ancient
builders are eroding the rice lerraces.

As partl of the program, the green move-
ment will conduct an informalion campaign lo
inculcate the: “meaning and importance of
responsible and environment-friendly tourism
practices” among tour agencies and other tour-
ism-related businesses. (DEPTHnews)

RP tops world banana exports

From modest beginnings in the late 1960s, Philippine banana

exports are now a multi-million-peso business, nourished

by markets in Japan and the Middle East.

HE PHILIPPINES1eads in banana exports worldwide, and the prospects

are bright.

The five other leading banana exporters are China, Vietnam, Thailand,

Malaysia and Pakistan.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), Asia posted an annual
growth rate of 11.9 per cent of the world's

dropped by 25 per cenl
In 1988, the Philippines exported R66.800
tons ol bananas. a ligure which went down fo

851.000 tons the lol-
lewing year and fur-
ther declined o
839,000 tons in 1990
However, in 1991, 1t
wenl up to 955,400
lons

China, the second
largest exporter ol ba-
nanas in Asia, ex-
ported 100,000 tons in
1988 — a ligure down
to 50,000 tons by
1991. Malaysia ex-
ported 26,400 tons in
1988 and 32,000 tons

total banana exports [rom 1990 10 1991, The
Philippines increased its export volume by 13.8
per cent the previous year

China, Vietnam and Thailand regisiered no
annual growth since these countries failed to
increase their banana export volumes [rom 1990
to 1991, FAO said. Malaysia decreased its
export volumes hv 5.9 per cent while Pakistan

in 1991, Pakistan sold
abroad 6,000 tons for two conseculive years
(1988-1989) but exported only 3,000 tons in
1991,

A FAO report said that during the [irst
months of 1992, larger banana imports were
accounted from all major international markets,
caused primarily by the combined impact of
abundant supplies and low prices.

But the report said the prospects of banana
exportation in the future are still bright and
“assuming that no major climatic disturbances
occur, banana export availabilities in produc-
ing countries are expecied to conlinue lo re-
main abundant.

“On the other hand, many exporling coun-
trics have considerably increased production
capacity over the past two years in anticipation
ol new market opportunities, and further ex-
pansion is still in the pipeline.”

he increase in Philippine banana exports
wils largely due to the demand ol the Japan
market. “Banana purchases by the Japanese
during the [irst quarter of 1992 increased
approximately by 16.8 per cent. The main reason
for this significant increase was that the supply
conditions in the Philippines, its main (radi-
tional supplier, had returned 1o normal aller
adverse weather conditions had reduced banana
production in the first part of 199]." the FAO
report said

From modest beginnings in the late 1960s,
the banana export industry in the Philippines
had grown into a multi-million-peso business,
generally nourished by markets in Japan and
the Middle Tast

In the Philippines, bananas are grown cither
A8 4 monocrop or as an intercrop. Monocrop, or
the growing ol bananas as the sole crop, Is usually
practised in commercial plantations where the
product is intended primarily for the export market
Bananas grown as an intercrop or as a lrull crop
are usually planted in backyards for home con-
sumplion, with the excess quanlity sold in the
public market.

Dr. Ramon V. Valmayor, one of the coun-
iry’s foremost experts on bananas said: “The
banana 1s nol just an economically important
crop. It is also a fruit crop of social impor-

tance. Those of us who grew up in the prov-
inces know that when poor rural families run
out of their principal staples of rice and com,
they immediately turn lo the ubiquitous ba-
nana.”

Bananas can also be used as feed but the
fruit is mainly consumed as food. However, the
other parts of the plant are used as vegetable
(particularly the blossoms), as a fiber [or
handicrafl and paper, and [or the manufacture
of industrial products

The Iruits can be made into a number of
edible products — puree, [our, chips or crisps.
Medium ripe, the banana can be canned,
sweetened and processed into syrup. The fully
ripe fruil can be used in making catsup, flakes,
ice crecam, baked products, wine, vinegar,
powder and baby flood.

Most of the 100,000 tons of bananas clas-
sified as rejects by exporting firms in the
Philippines are used as animal feeds. Ripe or
unripe bananas are [ed to pigs and cattle either
fresh or as dried meal

Some Filipino farmers fatten their cattle with
green banana and supplement it with copra
meal, rice bran, molasses, limestone and salt,
Farmers using these supplements expect pig (o
gain weight by heal a kilo cach day

Banana fiber, on the other hand, Is = ..ar
siructurally to nbaca fiber but it has  .auch
lower tensile strength, Exports <5 banana
[abrics are as clegant as pineappic [iber bul
are more versalile and do not easily crumple

Banana leaves greatly benefit the fruil and
vegelable industries in the country as they are
widely used to pack native produce. The green
leaves are also cutl lengthwise and made into”
small “pois” for transplanting seedlings.

Pectin, derived from (he plant’s peel and
pulp, is used in the preparation ol certain drugs.
And Filipinos regard the banana as a medicinal
plant. The young leaves are used to treat mild
bleeding. The leaves are pounded until soft
and then the juice is applied on wounds.
(DEPTHr~ %)
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Ostracism_and the high cost of treatmeint

combine with eventual infirmity to drag the

Person with AIDS (PWA) faster to the grave

Two brave women
force Filipinos
to confront AIDS

By ESTRELLA M. MANIQUIS

WO FACES of courage stand out in the fight against AIDS in the Philippines.
These belong to Dolzura Cortes and Rachel Reyes, both of whom have died from

the discases.

Unlike most Persons with
AIDS (PWAs) who prefer to
suffer in anonymity because of
the stigma attached to the dis-
ease, the two women publicly
revealed their condition to
drive home the message thal
AIDS is for real, and that it
kills.

They also wanted Filipino
society to show more compas-
sion toward PWAs, who have
to cope not only with devas-
tating medical problems bul
also with the high cost of treat-

ment and with ostracism.

Ms. Reyes died last Febru-
ary at the age of 23, about six
months afier the death of her
two-year-old son Miguel,

It was Miguel's illness that
alerted Ms. Reyes to her con-
dition. He was only three
months old when he began
showing signs of infection with
the virus that causes AIDS,
believed to have been passed
on (o him while he was in his
mother's womb

Ms. Reyes said in an in-

terview with The Probe Tean.
a magazine-style lelevision
programme, that she suspecls
she got the AIDS virus [rom
experimenting with intrave-
nous drugs while working as
an entertainer in Japan

Iler immediate family and
other relatives had stood by her
and Miguel through it all. But,
smd Ms. Reyes, Miguel's fa-
ther disappeared when he
learncd what il was that was
causing Miguel to be sickly.

In the television interview,

R « %, I

First Lady Amelita Ramos receives a check for $4,124 from balikbayan Marina
Tuason representing the Philippine-American Society of Ohio’s contribution to the Mt.
Pinatubo Fund during a courtesy call at the Arlegul Residence recently. Also shown
arc (from left) Pilar Tuason, Roberto Tuason, and Gracy Tuason, The US-based group
is composed of American and Fillpino doctors who are actively involved in medical
missions in the country. (Malacaiiang Photo)

one of the [irst she gave (o
media, Ms. Reyes spoke
anonymously and was [ilmed
in silhouette. But a week or so
before she died, Ms. Reyes
disclosed her identity — al-
lowing her picture and that of
her son, taken in happier days,
to be published — through
Health Secrelary Juan Flavier
in support ol the latter’s cam-
paign against AIDS.
Secretary Flavier had been

JOLO, SULU — Deep In
the couniry's far south,
where majority of the
Fillpino Musllms llve, are
thousands of people living
permanently suspended
between (he sky and the Sulu
ieas.

Thelr homes on stilts
typically stand six melers
above Lhe sca, Known In the
area for Its wealth In marine
products, Including seaweeds
of export quality,

Thelr boats In which
some of them carn thelr
livellhood are elther moored
below (helr homes or held
precariously by rope (o the
sides of the roomy, but
seemingly Mimsy, wooden and
thatched struclures.

They are connected by
bouncy boardwalks and
linked to the shore hundreds
of meters away,

The people who llve In
“houses on s(lls” villages In
this capltal are not poor by
local standards,

Thelr ancestors have lived
this way since time Immemo-
rial, In recent years, the
government in Manlla
rehabilitated some of the
broken-down dwelling places
along the shoreline. Offclals
then had agreed to upgrade
(he standard rather than
force them to change thelr

Living between the sky and the Sulu Seas

By HERMIONE MARY ANNE A. CABIE

way of lfe.

When rebels In the area
who profess Islam as 2 way of
life razed the provincial caplial
In their conilnulng fight
agalnst the government, some
100 stilt houses were rebulll as
part of the government’s
rehabilitation effort In Jolo,
known for the Tausug warrior
tribe among Filipino Muslims.

Most of those who suffered
from the sporadic skirmlishes
between rebels and government
troops are Muslims, since
they form more than 90 per
cenf of the population In the
area.

Unofficial Mgures have
placed the number of Filipino
Muslims at between five and six
million In & country, predond-
nantly Christlan, which has
sround 65 milllon Inhabitanis.

Many of the victims have
nol taken sides. Some are pro-
government, Others are pro-
Moro Natlonal Liberatlon
Front or MNLF.

The government has been
conducling peace lalks with all
antl-government forces,
Including the MNLF and the
other Muslim rebel group
More Islamic Liberatlon
Front, In efforts atl (otal
natlional reconciifation.

Actually the houses on sillis
were started while the rebel-
lion was atl Its helght to weel a

pressing need, bul provincial
officlals In Sulu sav It Is an
exumple of what could be done
wilth peace.

To live In one of these
homes, complete with tollet
hanging precariously from one
slde, suspended forever over
what Is clear seas, one needs
an Income of aboutl P2,000
(S80) a2 month and (o be
natlve of the town.

Many are teachers, petty
traders, clerks and the like.
Some are fishermen.

The more enlerprising have
alrcady (urned part of thelr
small houses Into grocery store
to supply thelr neighbors untll
such time as the village has
proper shops.

Just how adventurous such
living Is — though none of the
resldents would evidently
change thelr way of life — Iy
demonstrated by three large
gaps between (he houses at (he
polnt farthest out over the
waler,

The houses, new as (hey
were, collapsed In a recent
storm.

Though bullt to a patiern
they are already acquiring
Individuslity as each house-
holder puts his own frills and
fouches to the basic deslgn.

In a town which has scen
such devastation, however,
this housing only touches part

of the people. On the
malnland of Jolo lown, &
more expensive middle class
suburb has been construcled
for victims of fires and
shooting In Lhe past years.

Several hundred famllles
are belng housed In two- to
three-room houses on thelr
small plots, In a cooperative
venture In which all the
householders own (he local
store and (he local transpor-
tatlon around the village and
Into town,

In a town of about 50,000
people, In which 75 per cent
of the town’s commerclal and
residential bulldings were
destroyed In recent years, a
lot of work had to be done.

Twice between 1974 and
1975, a village on a coconul-
palm-fringed scashore was
destroyed by rebels and the
Villagers had (o fiee to Jolo.

Twice the Marines
escorted them back as the
Army gradually forced the
security perimeter back up
the hills which the rebels
once dominated.

Except for some skir-
mishes and the recent
ambush of 29 Marines by
heavily armed rebels on
nearby Basllan Island,
officials say (hings are slowly
returning to normal,

(DEPT Hnews)

getting MNak from the Roman
Catholic hierarchy and con-
servative legislators for urging
the use of condoms (o prevent
AIDS transmission, especially
by those who cannot be dis-
suaded from having multiple
sex partners. In a pastoral
letter on AIDS, the Catholic
Bishops Conlerence of the
Philippines called the condom
approach not only “simplistic
and evasive" but also mislead-
ing because the device is not
fail-safe. (Moreover, the con-
dom is an “artificial” contra-
ceptive device whose use by
the Catholic faithful 1s pro-
hibited by church lcaders.)

She decided to surface, Ms.
Reyes said, to belie the con-
lention of many that “you (Sec-
relary Flavier) were merely
inventing the crisis.”

Ms. Reyes was also con-
cemed that people’s dread of
AIDS is causing PWAs 1o be-
come increasingly isolated and
left to fend for themselves. Of-
len, the dread is not without
loathing and condemnation,
because the common impres-
sion is that a person with AIDS
had been promiscuous.

In a message senl lo gov-
emment health worker Cecille
Dionco who became her close
friend during her hospital con-
finement, Ms. Reyes appealed
to people lo, “open their
hearts” to PWAs, so thal these
may be helped to “bear the
pain of their final days.” She
told Secrelary Flavier (hal
social stigma is “a heavier
burden than the disease itsell.”

Among her deathbed re-
quesls was that the government
set up livelihood projects for
PWAs as well as a fund to
help defray the cost of medi-
cines and treatment. Ms, Reyes
was moved to make the plea
for other PW As whose lack of
means is compounding their

physical suffering — she her-
self had to spend all her earn-
ings and even sell her house
to tide her over to her last days.

“| admire her courage. Her
last wishes were for others,”
said Secretary Flavier.

At the time of her death,
Ms. Reyes was being treated
in an undisclosed government
hospital for meningitis, tuber-
culosis, pneumonia and fungal
infection in her eyes. Her skin
was blotched and she was
vomiting frequently. But she
was ready, she said, to join
her son Miguel.

Dolzura Corles, the first
PWA to come out into the
open, was also quoted to have
said, “I have made peace with
my God and I am not afraid
to die,” before she succumbed
in October 1992, a month
short of her 31st birthday.

Ms. Cortes emerged from
the relative safety of anonym-
ity in reply to a newspaper
column by Ms. Ceres Doyo
challenging PWAs to reveal
themselves so that the mystery
disease AIDS may have “a
name and a face.”

This led to a series of
articles in the newspaper Phil-
ippine Daily Inquirer detail-
ing Ms. Cortes’ personal his-
tory, her ordeal in getting
medical help, bouts with vari-
ous illnesses and anguish at
the imminent separation from
her loved ones, especially her
five children.

Unlike Ms. Reyes, Ms.
Cortes allowed journalist Doyo
— who has exclusive rights lo
her story — to photograph her
on her sickbed, so that a sKin-
and-bones Dolzura smiled from
Inquirer pages alongside her
former healthy, chubby sell.
For the first time, Filipinos saw
the ravage of AIDS in a fellow
Filipino and could no longer

(Page 8, please)
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Calamity powers for FVR

ONGRESS SHOULD not drag its feet on the “calamity powers”™ President

Fidel V. Ramos is invoking so that he can deal effectively  with the energy

crisis. All reliable estimates claim that the nation is losing P400 million a day
duc to the cight-hour long blackouts and more than 300,000 jobs arc being threatened
as small and medium scale businesses may soon close shop for lack of adequate clectrical
supply. Not to mention the thousands who have been rendered jobless already.

Everyone who has suffered the effects of the energy breakdown, practically
every sector of socicty, is behind the President. Except the crooked, filthy rich, of
course, who have their own generators, who would feel alarmed with the executive’s
special powers. And the hoodlums in robes who would issue injunctions and restrain-
ing orders for millions of reasons. They are now cnjoying immensely the fruits of
corruption; any curtailment of democratic freedoms that threaten their present life-
stvle represent a monster that must be fought and slain to preserve, purportedly, the
libertarian code. What a bore the crooks are.

Now is the most appropriate time to invoke the Constitution which, incidentally,
did not foresce that emergency powers would be necessary to contain a crisis in
encrgy. It states, nevertheless, in Article VI, Section 23, Paragraph 2, that “Congress,
in times of war or other national emergency, may, by law, authorize the President,
for a limited period and subject to restrictions that it may prescribe, to exercise
powers necessary and proper to carry out a declared national policy.”

Who would ever think that the Napocor and the judiciary could create a national
emergency? But there, the President needs such powers to cope with the calamity
that they have created.

Meralco on track

OME UNSEASONAL, sporadic rains pourcd down carly this week to relieve the
S heat of summer in parts of Metro Manila and environs. Somchow, this reminds

us of the Meralco plan to construct and operate its own power plants to alleviate
the misery of this country’s denizens who are suffering the tortures of the damned
due to the monumental corruption and unspeakable incompetence and incfficiency of
the National Power(lcss) Corporation.

As reported in the papers, it seems that the electric company has finalized its
program to return to power generation, which was one of its prime service components
before super-thief Marcos stole the firm from its rightful owners. It may be noted
that when it was constructing and operating its own power sources before the dic-
tatorship took over, Meralco had been quite successful in providing the electrification
needs of the nation. At present, it has reportedly embarked on a project for marginal
arcas which envisions the provision bof electric power to about a quarter million depressed
houscholds in the entire country’s burgeoning urban centers.

Without saying so, Meralco’s program speaks cloquently for the rationale for
its existence, its profitability notwithstanding. A giant in its class, it has not lost,
perhaps, the humanitarian touch that continues to justify its bigness. Indeed, nothing
could be more tragic than a great conglomerate like the Meralco not being put in
the service of man. Perhaps this was in President Ramos’ mind when he termed (it)
“a steady partner” in economic growth, citing its significant contribution in providing
for the total electricity consumption in the country.

We like to hope that the power firm will not dilly-dally on its latest initiative
to help address the encrgy shortage. The people are desperate enough to clutch at
every straw in the wind; let it not be said that Mcralco made them hope in vain,

Lim’s land-sharing

ANILA MAYOR Alfredo Lim might have found at last the perfect solution

to the city’s perennial squatting problem. He has come up with a program

to build low-cost housing for some 100,000 squatier familics based on the
principle of land-sharing.

Under this principle, semi-idle land may now be utilized to its fullest extent. The
city government will mediate with private landowners to sell one-fourth of their property
on which four-story buildings will be constructed for the squatter families to amortize
and eventually own. The remaining three fourths may now be utilized by the owners
as they see fit after the illegal occupants have moved to their new homes. The program
offers a mutually-beneficial solution to both parties, as Lim sees it.

He could be right. All these years, squatting has been a bane to owners of private
properties who could not evict them and therefor are prevented from using their land
for more profitable enterprise. The scheme would definitely appeal to squatters who
resent being resettled to areas far away from their jobs. At the same time, the program
addresses, if partially, the acute housing shortage in the metropolis. It's actually a
grand idea that has long been overdue. Get to it, Mr. Lim.
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Directionless

LIKE THE previous administration, the
present one can best be described as
direcuionless. You don’t know where it's
going. It's like a ship floundering on the high
scas because its captain is incompetent to do
his job.

There are pressing needs to attend to,
matters of life and death to many of our
countrymen, and what does our captain do?
Well. he goes socalizing with his foreign
counterparts in the guise of seeking invest-
ments here and promoting better relations with
them,

As this 1s written, Mayon Volcano has
blown her top again, blanketing almost the
entire province of Albay with heavy, lethal
ashfall. But any word of concern from Ma-
lacanang?

None at all. Not even from that former
cosmetics girl named Anabella Abaya, Eddie
Boy's spokesperson.

Instead, what one sces on TV and in the
papers is liddie Boy grinning from ear to ear
as he swears in new converts to his Lakas-
NUCD. As though he’s running for reelection,

But there's no reclection for him — unless
the 1987 Constitution 1s amended or unless
Eddic Boy avails himsell of “emergency
powers™ a la Marcos in September 1972, The
last IEddie Boy can do if he wants 1o, al-
though I don’t think he can duplicate the
“success™ of Marcos. The military in 1972
was solid behind Marcos: this can't be said
of Eddie Boy today

The military establishment is fragmented,

in the same way that our people are.
HEERN

The way it looks, this “emergency
power” thing is a trial balloon of Malaca-
nang. It wanted to feel the public pulse
towards another martial law by a different
name. So far, the reaction has been nega-
tive, thanks.

L1121}

The Inquirer and Standard deserve com-
mendation for their series of articles and
columns on the corruption in the judiciary,
as and by way of helping the Supreme Court
cleanse the Bench of undesirables.

If it's true (as | believe it is) that a Su-
preme Court justice admitted that corruption
has reached the highest tribunal, something
drastic is really needed

I do agree 1o the suggestion thal only a
Warren-type commission will be able to do
best the job that’s being discharged by the
Narvasa committee. Cenainly, Chief Justice
Narvasa can't investigate himself concerning
complaints against him
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Japan magic: $281-million, but not a yen

ABOUT $281-million in good. solid
American cash was pledged by the Japanesc
government to President Fidel Valdez Ramos
during his state visit in Tokyo last month.
March. 1993.

It was a lot of mazuma. but mind you my
fellow peso-hungry Filipino countrymen. not
a yen of it will ever be seen in these hallowed
shores.

It is black magic which the wily. tricky
and deceptive Nipponese authoritics are again
playing upon us.

The Japanese have perfected a system of
managing and controlling their economy. trade
and public relations so that they can keep
intact the yen in their country while using
freely the money they are abundantly caming
in the Philippines through their various en-
terprises to buy the people. Their system 1s
to fry us in our own lard.

According to Columnist Jesus C. Sison of
Malaya daily, 82 Filipino press representa-
tives, were accredited by Malacanang to cover
the official loan-secking state visit of Presi-
dent Ramos to Tokyo last month (March.
1993). This press group included those [rom
the broad-sheets, but the overwhelming kind
were from the Manila 1abloids. The Japanese
hosts saw to it that the 82 were provided with

sufficient security guards. Of course, why not.

Whether the promise of a $281-million loan
should make President Ramos happy or sad.
is a matter for public speculation,

Vice-President Joseph Lstrada is puzzled
by the Ramos-deal with Japan. but “Lrap"
I‘'strada maintains a discreet silence.

If | would venture 1o put words into Vite-
President Estrada’s mouth, they may sound
like this; *I am a clam attacked by lockjaw.”

The Japarese have a way of managing their
economy and foreign trade that not a yen (or
cent) of a cold cash will get out of therr
country.

Take the system they have been following
through the years in the Philippines since the
restoration of normal relations with us after
World War 11, They have overridden the
guerrilla (civilian and military) problem. They
have seeped into many fields of business and
investments and trade. These enterprises they
engage in produce an income. in pesos. which
can casily take care of their (the Japanese)
local needs. without taking out a yen or peso
from their own country to spend outside or
1o take out beyond their shoreline.

Ihe Japanese nvestments in the Philip-
pines which are favored and promoted by our
laws, are so enormous that as they grow they

gradually cause the decline in the international
exchange value of our peso,

['he Japanese investments take all dimen-
stons, upward or deep downward, and
sidewise. They affect our lifestyle, or culture,
and all means of our livelihood.

They swarm all fields of our endeavors,
The automotive and car parts industry, taxi-
cabs and transportation, car assembly plants,
“genuine’ imported motor parts. tire plants,

In all investment seclors. they are there,
enjoying the protection of our laws,

‘They are in the clectronics industry, in
camera and film. in the movies, in pelagic
fishing and canning industries. They have
infilirated and invested in our hospitals.
Anything that can make money and cold cash,
the Japanese are in them enjoying all the
privileges we can extend.

‘They have us in their tight grip, so tight
and firm and sccure that they can now dictate
or direct us what to do.

In fact we Filipinos are now in a cul-de-
sac fact 1o face with the Japancse. They have
placed us in the blind alley of our economy,
trade. industry. and practically in our way of
life. We are ar the deadend of our streets; at
the bottom cnd of their (Japanese) bag.

We are an army in our homeland with no
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exit but in front which the Japanese control
and have us hemmed in.

The Tokyo government now dictate us what
we must do. Look at the headlines in our
newspapers — No power rate increase by the
Ramos government, no Tokyo loans to the
Philippines. Pending compliance by Malaca-
fang and Congress of this Tokyo dictation,
the release of $281-million dangled before the
Filipinos will be frozen by the Japanese.

For a capital and cash starved Filipinos,
this is a death sentence by the Japanese court
for the Filipinos.

But President Ramos says his loan-seek-
ing state visit to Japan last month (March,
1993) was a greal success. [t was the most
successful failure in the history of state visits.

And our govemmeni, Malacanang, and the
national leader are inviting American Presi-
dent Clinton to drop by on his foreign states
visits this spring. How cute!

Real people empowerment

MOTHER TERESA, the living saint, who
electrified the world with her acts of charity
and compassion for the poor of this world,
has a very comprehensive description of what
life really is and how to live it well, thus:

“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.
Life is a beauty, admire it. Life is a bliss,
taste it. Life is a dream, realize it. Life is a
challenge, meet it. Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it. Life is costly, care for
it. Life is wealth, keep it. Life is love, enjoy
it Life is mystery, know it. Life is a promise,
fulfill it. Life is sorrow, overcome it. Life is

a song. sing it. Life is a struggle. accept it
Life is a tragedy, confront it. Life is an ad-
venture, dare it. Life is luck, make 1. Life is
so precious, do not destroy it. Life is life,
fight for 11.”

For indeed. life 1s smorgasbord of all these,
but in today's world, the disadvantaged and
the marginalized consumers cannot respond
well to the suggestions of Mother Teresa; they
are starting life from zero while the wealthy
and the powerful are already high up there in
the real scheme of things, For this reason, as
carly as 1990, | personally initiated a Re-

Two brave ...

(From page 6)

dismiss the disease as being remote from Phil-
ippine reality.

Rachel Reyes' death brought to 62 the
number of reported deaths from AIDS in the
Philippines since its detection in the country
in 1984. Reported cases of HIV infection and
AIDS number 368 as of December 1992, bul
health authorities estimale the actual lgure to
run into the thousands

According to Anthony Roda, a volunteer
counsellor for the Health Department’s AIDS
Hotline, tests to detect the disease are done in
less than a hundred government-accredited
hospitals and clinics. Those found positive lor
the AIDS virus are nol immediately declared
lo. be inlected, but are asked o undergo two
more conlirmatory lests, with the Bureau of
Research and Laboratories and with the Re-
search Institute for Tropical Medicine.

Although AIDS detections are reported to
the Department of Heallh, identities are con-
lidential and submission to monitoring is not
mandatory. For example, 270 of the reported
cases are of “unknown" sex, which could mean

that they have opled to simply “disappear.

Those who do consent to be monitored, and
given counselling and medical care as well,
are asked to come lor periodic checkups.

Aside Trom o povernment hospital, two
private hospitals in Manila secretly admit PWAs
from rich lamilies but are “(understandably)
denving the practice,” says journalist Gemma
Luz Corotan in & newspaper article.

But even those going to the government hos-
pital still have to face daunting expense, says
Ms. Corolin. Anti-virals which could delay the
development of lull-blown ALDS. [or example,
could cost P1O0O0O (LJSS400) a week {oo
steep for the 76 palients monitored so lar by
the hospital, only one of whom availed of the
anti=viral A7’

T'he Philippines has o National Programme
on the Control and Prevention of AIDS with
the broad objectives of reducing transmission
and reducing the impact ol AIDS inlection on
the individual as well as on family and society.

The programme locuses on monitoring,
screening ol blood lor transfusion. enforcement
ol proper equipmeni sierilisalion praclices,
promotion ol condom use among high-risk

groups and health education especially of

vulnerable groups. (Depthnews Asia)

gional Grouping known as The Doves for
Peace and Solidarity, to properly address the
poverty problem in the Third World,

That 1s why when FVR harped on People
Empowerment, | wrote four columns in his
favor in the last election. My good friend,
Belinda Cunanan even says that “of the sup-
porters of FVR in the Inquirer, Julie is the
original.” To maintain my credibility as a
writer, I have not asked FVR for any personal
favor for myself nor do I intend to, in the
future. | cover the President’s trips unoffi-
cially, on my own expense, and | have not
asked Inquirer for any financial support.

I do not bother Malacafang for visas as
[ can casily get one because of my interna-
tional networking connections, built through
years of voluntarism work without pay for
God’'s Greater Glory. That is why last Friday
afternoon | was surprised when a male voice
from the Presidential Management Staff asked
me why | am importing used bicycles from
Japan which according to him might preju-
dice a 50,000 bicycle donation to the Phil-
ippine Government by the Japanese Govern-
ment, which is being arranged by another lady.

Truth of the matter as [ told him, 1s thal
when the President visited Tokyo, at the
program for the Filipino Community, we
thought that as a pare of the President’s People
LEmpowerment Program it would be a good
idea if Siony Prionschi, PNB director, and |
could pet the Mayor of Meguro 1o be there
and meet the President if there was such a
possibility, | had been following up this
donation for sometime and | had been getting
impatient. By God’s Grace, the Mayor was a
hit — not only dic he and his immediate staff
donated personally $1,000 for the Mt. Pina-

TEA W/JULIE

by JULIE AMARGO

tubo victims, the check for which was handed
personally to Secretary Rafael Alunan but the
President even posed for a picture to thank
him and the people of Meguro for the dona-
tion of one container of used bicycles. In fact,
this donation was covered well in the Japa-
nese press and the shipment should be on its
way to the Philippines in two to three weeks
times, we were assured.

While I personally worked for it, the
donee is the Good Shepherd Foundation,
which has a good track record in works of
mercy and charity. These bicycles will be
distributed by them to several projects to
enhance the livelihood of the poor. The two
mayors from the Philippines who accom-
panied the President even asked us how we
could help them get the connection to the
various wards, The Mayor of Meguro as-
sured us that he would iry to get other
Mayors to follow his example.

So, what is wrong with that? Siony and
| have already paved the way, and here | am
being questioned on an act of charity from
which we have not even benefited personally,
We are just helping the President fulfill his
People Empowerment program, which we
truly believe can be done thru voluntarism
work, Something must be wrong there in the

President Management Staff. (To be contin- g

ued)
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Going down on our knees to Clinton?

More on pollution

MAURINE HULTMAN. Neil Patrick
Quillosa. Charlen2 Sy. and hundreds of oth-
ers faced a sudden death and were innocent
victims of a heinous crime. We. who are alive
and kicking. are also considered innocent
victims of a hazardous condition surrounding
the air that leads us to a subtle and slow
death: pollution,

Every day. 1 would just cross the strect
from my dormitory to my school and cach
moming is never different. 1 go out fresh-
looking from my moming bath and as soon
as 1 cross the street, one or two jeeps would
rapidly pass by. expelling an enormous filthy
black smoke in the air as if the road was a
desert and a heard of bulls trampled on. And
it’s not only that I could smell the foul scent
of smoke on my hair and uniform but | could
also feel the extreme pang in my lungs and
down into my stomach. I undergo the same
agony when | commute on jeeps cvery time
I go home on weckends.

Just imagine: thousands of students and
office people commuting everyday, taking
jeep after jeep, bus after bus, crossing the
streets—inhaling smoke produced by these
jeeps, buses, laxies and even privale cars
owned by inconsiderate and unconcerned
people (that goes for people smoking ciga-
rettes, too!). I think pas masks should be
the fad for life,

[ just hope that it's not too late to disci-
pline ourselves in making our only environ-
ment free from smeke-belching.

Every living soul should take action while
we, innocent viclims can still live.

MA. ERLINA MICHELLE ABDON
ALl E

I AM a freshman BSHRM student of St.
Scholastica's College, and I decided to write
you regarding the worsening pollution prob-
lems in Metro Manila, in the hope that our
tomorrow will be a better place to live and
breath in,

I believe that there is still hope for us,
if we could only work hand in hand with the
governmenl, instead of just complaining and
doing nothing about the situation. Following
are a few suggestions, I have come up with
- the rest will be up to our government's
implementation and our people's will to fol-
low,

- 1 have noticed that there are more and
more smoke-belching vehicles plying the roads
of Metro Manila, If the policemen would be
strict enough to enforce the ruling that would

stop smoke-belchers, and avoid receiving'

grease money, then we will have more dis-
ciplined drivers.

- Factories that emit a lot of black smoke
should be closed.

IN MY residence at Valle Verde 6, Pasig.
we have been having § hours brown-outs
lately. The other day, power went ofl at 4.00
I>M.. and rcturned only at 12:00 midnight.
I'he next day. at 9:00 A.M.. we had no more
current and it was restored only at 5:00 P.M..
this morning. by 7:00 A.M.. we arc alrcady
on brown-out and as I type this picce at almost
noon. still no power. At the rate this country
is going in the power crisis. who is the crazy
forcigher who would like to invest here? I tell
you. no amount of friendly persuasion from
the President during his state visits can entice
investors to come when the factories cannot
function because of brown-outs  the harsh
legacy to the Filipino people by the Cory
administration which poor President FVR had
o inherit,

Can you imagine the losses which our busi-
nesses are suffering because of power failures?
The latest estimate by the Business Task Force
on linergy is that the private sector may be losing
as much as 400 million a day to brown-outs.
IFactories are the worst hit, That's why accord-
ing 1o the NEDA. ‘business firms are holding
hack on their expansion plans so that even the
Jabor sector 1s suffering. We are now almosi
rcaching the point of hopelessness..

(12 L)

According to the COA, the NAPOCOR
has lost P5S billion to “rackets such as
irregular purchases, disadvantageous con-
tracts and mismanagement.” All these
according to COA happened in 1991 alone.
What about in 1990, 1989, 1988, 1987, 1986
- all during the Cory Aquino watch?

"EERS

A ridiculous power play is taking place in

[loilo City between Mayor Mansing Malabor

and the DPWIIT (national) with Congressman
Pacng APIHN on the other side. The issue
is the controversial overpass along Bonifacio
Drive in front of the all of Justice which is
in a national road. But Mayor Mansing was
quoted as saying that he can construct any-
thing. anywhere in lloilo City anytime he
pleases. Subi ng mga Tagalog. “Ang bigat
ano? " Maybe the good mayor is just trying
to prove his manhood - to prove who is the
greatest in Hoilo City just like Mohammad
Ali. Petty. if you ask me...
sEERR
I hope President FVR will not go out of
his way too much just to be noticed by
President Bill Clinton. Of late, FVR has
heen making all kinds of statements, clearly
designed to get him in line to be given an
audience by Clinton. | don’t buy this ap-
proach; it will make us appear kaawa-awa.
Better keep our dignity and pride intact
than go down on our knees before the Kano.
LS L
Kumander Mabilangan alias *Ka Hector™
of the once dreaded Banahaw Command of
the NPA is wrong to assert that kidnapping
for ransom, bank hold-ups and similar crimes
are absorbed in the crime of rebellion. If a
rebel kidnaps a PNP soldier or officer and
kills him. perhaps that is absorbed in rebel-
lion because that is in furtherance of rebel-
lion. But murders of ordinary women and
children, rapes. kidnapping for ransom with
the ransom money pocketed for personal uses,
definitely 1s not absorbed. Plain and simple
banditry is not rebellion, even if under the
guise of the CPP-NPA,

(TR

According to Senator Bert Romulo, the

INMY CORNER..

by RAUL M. GONZALEZ

- v = |
Central Bank cannot account for some P1.4

hillion in its books. Question: where did
such huge amount go? I understand the
unaccounted funds can be traced during
Jobo’s governorship. Ganoon na lang ba
‘yon, just denounce the anomalies and forget
it? 1 know Jobo has plenty of skeletons in
his closet during his watch in the CB -
before him Jaime Laya who was caught
lying to the IMF-WB but they are still
scot-free and enjoying their lives. 1 went
after Jobo but what happened? Cory
scolded me and I was suspended by the
SC. Dreamers and crusaders have no place
in this land. . .
L2 2

In proposing that the Commission on
Appointments should confirm only the chiefs
of the AFP major commands and leave those
other generals and colonels, I suggest that
Senate President Angara should re-read and
re-educate himself of his Constitutional Law.
He should take a hard look at Article VII,
Section 16 which states: “The president shall
nominate and, with the consent of the Com-
mission on Appointments appoint the heads
of the Executive Departments, ambassadors,
other public ministers and consuls or OFFIC-
ERS OF THE ARMED FORCES FROM
THE RANK OF COLONEL OR NAVAL
CAPTAIN. . ." Senate President Ed.
maliwanag ‘van, di ba?

New energy strategy for Third World economies

IIE ENERGY thrust of developing coun-
tries is driving them more deeply into deb!
and worsening the quality of life for millions,

Without exiensive reforms that encourage
investment in greater energy efficiency, eco-
nomic development for them will be increas-
ingly elusive, says a study released recently
by the Washington based Worldwatch Insti-
lute,

Plans for massive expansion of conven-
tional energy use are projected to cost more
than $4 trillion, over the next 35 years
triple the current Third World debt of S 1.35
trillion, according to author Nicholas Lenssen

The study proposes a new strategy: "By
investing in more efficient factories, appli-
ances and Tr{lllSpUl‘lilllUﬂ. and in new cnergy
supplies, developing countries can save thou-
sands of billions of dollars. reduce pollution
and make their economies more compelitive,™

“lzach S1 invested in improving cnergy
efficiency leads to average savings of S5 in
energy supply, “the study finds. Such effi-
ciency savings would free up money desper-

- ®moking has been banned in public
places in several cities in Metro Manila,
and it has successfully been followed - so
why can’t we' make this the rule in Metro

{Page 10, please)

ately needed for education, health care and
waler treatment plants.

New supply sources natural gas and
renewable energy technologies — are also key
to a new cnergy strategy. Photovoltaics are
not the least expensive way to supply elec-
tricity in many rural areas.

Energy has long been recognized as a key
to development. But development planners
have rarcly questioned the assumption that
an ever- cxpanding energy supply Is neces-
sary to build industries, provide jobs and
raise standards of living in the developing
worlds.

Since 1960, developing countries have
more than quadrupled their energy use. One-
fourth of Third World government debt pay-
ments in the 80s went to finance energy
projects.

Yet poor countries remain plagued by fre-
quent energy fuel shorages and unreliable
clectricity—along with severe pollution that
saps human health, degrades forests and
croplands and contributes to climate change.

“3y emphasizing energy services, rather
than simply increasing supplies of oil. coal
or clectricity, developing countries can help
solve the economic and environmental prob-
lems in the energy sector, and revitalize stalled
development efforts throughout much of the
world"™ says Lenssen.

Tremendous efficiency improvements are
now within reach in industry, agriculture,
buildings and transportation. And by “leap-
frogging to advanced technologies being com-
mercialized in industrial countries today, de-
veloping countries can avoid hundreds of
billions of dollars of misdirected investments
is economically and environmentally obsolete
infrastructure of older energy technologies.

Over 35 years, #350 billion invested in
efficiency improvements could eliminate the
need for $1.75 trillion worth of power plants,
oil refineries and other energy infrastructure.

The techniques are already available and
inuse. In 1980, China launched an ambitious
efficiency program to improve energy usc in
major industries. “Efficiency gains were found
to be one-third less expensive than compara-
ble investments in coal supplies,” says
Lenssen. Had the nation failed to make such
progress energy consumption in 1990 would
have been 50 per cent higher than it actually
was — or, more likely, economic output would
have declines.”

“If developing countries are to achieve the
hoped-for pains in living standards, for all
their citizens, they need to meet their energy
needs in a way that allows them to close the
gap between North and South, Instead of
further behind.,” concludes Lenssen.
(DEPTHnews)
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Ang Asin ni Saro

KATARUNGAN ANG sigaw ng mga
naiwang mahal sa buhay ni Cesar Banarez o
higit na kilala sa tawag na Saro. Pinatay siya
kamakailan lamang sa isang pub house sa
kanyang lalawigan sa Koronadal. South
Cotabato ng mga lalaking “malalakas™
diumano sa isang mataas na opisyal ng
lalawigan. Sinuntok. pinagsisipa. at binaril
sa ulo si Saro nang hindi ito magbigay sa
hiling ng mga lasing na lalaki na siya'y
kumanta.

Inaya lamang si SAro ng isang kaibigan
na magpasyal sa pub house na ‘yon. Wala
siyang ganang lumabas ng bahay at
nasisiyahan siyang makipaglaro sa anak
niyang maliit. Ngunit sa kapipilit ng kaibigan,
pinaunlakan niya ito. Ano'ng dahilan ng
pagpatay kay Saro? Wala. Marahil. ang akala
ng mga lasing na lalaki at lasing din sa mga
kapangyarihang pumaslang sa kanya ay “pag-
aari” nila ang lahat ng tao sa Koronadal.
Alagad ng Sining si Saro. Hindi siya alagad
ng sinumang makapangyarihan saanmang
lugar. Ang sining ng pag-awit ni Saro ay para
sa mga taga-Kotabato at mga Pilipinong
nababagabag sa karahasang nagaganap sa
buong kapuluan ngayon. Si Saro ang
kompositor ng karamihan sa mga awit ng
grupong ASIN. Nang maghiwalay ang grupo
nila, nanatili silang magkakaibigan pla rin.
Umuwi si Saro sa lalawigan niya at tumulong
sa maliit na negosyo ng pamilya. Umawit pa
rin si Lolita Carbon at ang grupo ni Pendong.
Maraming tanong si Saro sa kanyang mga
awitin. Hindi sinasadya marahil, nang gabing
bago ko sulatin ang kolum na ito, pinatugtog
ng isang komentarista sa radyo ang isang awit
ni Saro. Hinihintay kong sabihin ng
komentarista na siya'y nakikiramay sa pagyao
ni Saro, ngunit wala siyang sinabi. Naisip
kong nagkataon lang ito. Ilan sa mga linya

KILATISIN
NATIN

ni JOEY PAPA

ng awt ni Saro ay ang mga sumusunod:

magulo ya amin... pati isip ko'y
nagugulo... igalang mo ang prinsipyo ng
ibang tao... kapwa Pilipino'y naglalaban...
madugo sa amin sa Kotabato..,

Ito ang ilan sa mga ttik ng mga linya sa
awit ni Saro. Labis na pagkalito ang nadama
ko sa awit na ito ni Saro. May paghihinanakit
din sa paglalaban ng mega kapwa Pilipino,
ITahangaan natin sa Saro sa lapang niyang
maghayag ng kanyang saloobin hinggil®sa
nagaganap sa kanyang paligid. Ngunit ang
pag-uwi ba niya muli sa Koronadal ay tanda
ng pagsuko sa kabiguang walang nakinig sa

_kanyang mga pahayag? Hindi marahil.

Sapagkat kahit wala na si Saro ay patuloy pa
ring ipadarama ng kanyang mga awil sa mga
Pilipino ang mithi niyang kapayapaan. Ngunit
sana’y araw-araw na bumagabag sa mga
isipan ng mga taong pumatay kay Saro ang
bawat letra ng kanyang hinabing awitin!

At sa mga sumubaybay sa mga awil ni
Saro, patuloy kaming mananawagan para sa
katarungan ng kanyang pagkamatay. Hindi
nararapat paslangin na parang hayup ang
isang alagad ng sining na tulad ni Saro.
Wala siyang sandata kundi ang kanyang
gitara at ang pagmamahal niya sa awiting
Pilipino at sa bayang Pilipinas. Wala siyang
hangad kundi kapayapaan para sa isang
lipunang pagiiwanan niya ng kanyang mga
minahal na supling. Huwag nating biguin
si Saro!

People’s FORUM

Manila, rather than the ex-

(From page 9)

| am sure there are a

of cleaning the air that we
breath. The important thing,
is we should be aware of the

NOBELA

inhi ng banyaga -

IKA-67 NA LABAS

Ni PLACIDO P. DIAZ

A SIMULAy tigas na nagpakatanggi-tanggi si Lainsya. Ang pangunahing dahilan
ay siyempre na ayaw na niyang maragdagan ang mga kamalasang inabot na
ng kanyang tribu nang dahil sa mga kayuhan. Subalit nang maipakita sa kanya
na sa malaon at madali’y matatagpuan din sila ng mga maghahanap tiyak sa kanila
o dili kaya’y ipagkanulo sila ng mga kasamahan nilang Huk na maaaring masilaw
sa pabuya, pumayag din ang dalaga. Hiniling lang niya na sama-sama silang lahat

na iprisinta, kaya hintayin lang na lumakas si Bundol.

Tapos na ang 40-day retreal
ni Sarah. Magka-usap sila ni
Frank ngunit hindi nila nakiki-
la ang isa’t-isa dahil dingding
na semenlo ang nasa pagilan
nila. Mayroon lamang maliit
na bintana na isang piye
kwadrado at may tabing na
makapal na telang ilim na
nagsisilbing lagusan ng Kani-
lang mga linig upang magka-
rinigan sila. Maaan pa namang
makalabas si Sarah uping
normal na makaharap si Frank,
subalil ipinasya al hiniling ng
dalaga ang paraang ito para sa
mga mongha na nakagawa na
ng kanilang sumpang tuluyan
nang lalikuran ang mundo.

“Bakil, Sarah? Bakil mo
ginawa sa akin ito?” May
panunumbat pa rin sa boses ni
Frank. Nakatulong din ang
labindalawang araw na panan-
atili niya bilang guest ng
monasleryo upang maalis ang
malaking hinanakit niya sa
Kasintahan.

Garalgal subalit matatag
ang linig na sumagot: “Nuong
missing-in-action ka at natuk-
lasan kong napakayaman pala
ng iyong ama al ginawa niya
akong turstiee ng kanyang
Foundation, kinausap ko ang
Diyos. Ibalik ka lang Niya sa
akin na buhay, papasok ako ng
monasteryo, maliban sa kung
yayain mo akong pakasal tayo
sa loob ng taong makauwi Kka.
Sa gayong paraan, matitiyak ko
ang Kanyang kalooban para sa
akin. Alam mo naman na sina-
bi ng Diyos Anak: "Mas ma-
dali pang makapasok ang
kamelyo sa bulas ng karayom
kaysa isang mayaman ang
makapasok sa Langit.” ™

“Kung gayon ay parang
gumawa ka ng isang Kontrata
o kasunduan sa Diyos,” wika
ni Frank. “Ang unang objec-
tion ko ay kung paano mo
nalaman al natiyak ang pag-
sang-ayon ng Diyos sa propos-
al mo. Ang pangalawa'y ala-
lahanin mong may kasunduan

tayong ginawa bago ako uma-
lis. At pangatlo, kung Kaloo-
ban ng Diyos ang pag-uusapan,
sa pagkaka-alam ko'y hindi pa
naman Niya binawi ang Kan-
yang unang utos na humayo
tayo at magparami.”

Matagal na naghari ang
katahimikan. Hanggang sa
mabahala si Frank al tumawag
siya: “Sarah, sweetheart, nar-
iyan ka pa ba?”

Tumugon naman kaagad ang
dalaga. “Pasyensya ka na't humin-
gi muna ako ng tulong sa Holy
Spirit. Noon pa'y natanggap ko na
ang aking kakulangan ng kakaya-
han, ang aking inadequacy, upang
masagol ang iyong mga katanun-
gan, lalo na ang iyong mga objec-
tions. Subalit ngayon, hindi na Niya
ako marahil pababayaan. Sa unang
tanong mo, ang maisagot ko lamang
ay ang dikta ng aking konsiyensi-
ya. Sa pangalawa, gaano man kita
kamahal, siyempre uunahin ko ang
Diyos. At sa ikatlo, sinabi ng Diyos
Anak na may mga hindi nag-sasawa
para sa kaharian ng Diyos.”

(May karugtong)
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hundred and one more ways
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children, its ill-eflecls are even
more serious.

A Philippine General Hos-
pital research said that chil-
dren with high tetraethyl lead
levels in their blood exhibited
low social quotient, high lev-
els of retardation and altera-
tion or decline in growth.

Concern is growing around
the world about the health threat
posed by less common but ex-
tremely harmful airbomne loxic
chemicals such as benzene,
vinyl chloride and other vola-
tile organic chemicals produced
by automobiles and industries,
These chemicals can cause a

variely of illnesses, such as
cancer and genetic and birth
defects, yet they have received
far less regulatory atlention
around the world than have
“conventional” pollutants

To solve the pollution prob-
lem in Manila, the ADB for-
eign consultanis recommend
that both the public and in-
dustry involved adopt control
measures which include pol-
lution abatement devices. “At
a price all can be controlled to
various degrees, some more
politically palatable than oth-
ers,” the ADB consultants
concluded. (DEPTHnews)

problem and be ready and
willing to follow the rules that
would help us live in a better