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Ramos sparks spending,

taxing spree for 1993

By ERIC S. GIRON

RESIDENT FIDEL V. Ramos is in a hurry
to spend billions of pesos for infrastructure
even if his government faces a P15.02 billion
deficit as of Dec. 15, 1992 which overshot by 71%
the P8.78 billion allowable deficit set by the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund.

Wiile Mr Ramos admils
“the economy is still n
piecarious siate.” he deflie
economic laws in ordering
immediale spending «
billion 1n the first siy
of 1993 instead ol the secont
semester. Only P10 billion has
been appropriated for the first
hall. The PS5 billion balance
wiil have to be gencrated lrom
taxes and other sources

Why the Ramos [renzy 1o
“pump-prime’”’ the economy by
pouring capital into foreign-
assisted projects, houses,
feeder roads from [farms,
bridges, schools, markets, tel-
ecommunications, nnd other
public works? “Pump-priming”
is like pouring a little gaso-
line into the carburetor of an
emply gasoline tank lo slimu-
late the motor to run.

The P120 billion in the
1993 national budget for in-
frastructure corresponds Lo the
gasoline intended to jumpstarl
investments and production
from the private sector. The
goal is lo raise the Gross
National Product from a nega-
tive 0.2% at the start of 1992
1o the National Economic and
Development Authority’s
4.5% projection lor 1993,

With electricity supply
unreliaole, this is like asking
for a miracle. Sen. [Emesto
Maceda believes 4.5% is Iwo
percentage points above what
is realistically possible. lo
achieve higher growth will
entail S1 billion loan. But alter
the 1992 deficit was overshol
by 71%, the IMF may not allow
i

ROADBLOCKS

How can there be growih il
the roadblocks are not [lirst
removed? There is still no light
al the end of the tunnel that
the lengthened power oulages
will be eased off in Seplem-
her 1993, Ramos fecopnizes
the power crisis as a “produc-
tion bottleneck.”

His first priority to estub-

lish p der 15 sel back

by (he prash ol

ransom-
kidnappings wWihnch come imn
clusters, A mother and daugh-
10 v g
snatched on

Jan ( resgued atl
lollowing day
mistake
I'he day
alter. two Filipino Chinese
boys and their mother were
abducted. The mother was
freed 1o the ransom
money. The iwo boys were
rescued Irom Cavite and nine
kidnap gang members [rom
Mindanao were arrested

Laundry shop owner
Zenaida Mendoza, seized by
six armed men at 2:30 p.m.
Jan. 15 in Sampalog, has still
io be rescued. Spanish
Carmelile Sisters Julia
Forrester and Fatima Oribaren
were seized by banca-riding
armed men at 8:30 a.m. Jan
17 while picnicking on the
beach in Sulu. The other week.
a Filipino engineer was re-
leased by Sulu abductors. Four
Basilan island abductions were
reported including thal of
Franciscan Missionary Gerald
I'raszezak

With kidnappings and
crime in general plus power
oulage scaring away prospec-
tive investors. Mr. Ramos’
pump-priming ol the economy
is like & mouse roaring 1o
become an “economic liger™ o
a newly-industnalized Asuin
country by the year 2000, Bul
it is capital that makes the
economy move, The Ramos
formula to escalate taxes Lo pay
for his spending binge could
be a lormula for economic
disaster. There is no substi-
tute to curbing expenses and
INCreasing revenue.

Expenditures were slashed
from P249.65 billion to
P242 .48 billion. But Bureau of
Internal Revenue and Customs
collections reached only
P227.48 billion, P27 billion

Caloocar
lawmen shol by

Charlene Mue Sv. 15

raise

4

INFRASTRUCTURE: President Ramos unvcils the marker of the P567.07 million

Carmona-Ternate Road project during its inauguration last week. The road, which is the
main road componcnt of the CALABARZON program, was completed ahead of schedule.
With the President are: (from left) Sen, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, Japanese Ambassador
Hirokazu Arai, Sen. Ramon Revilla, Public Works and Highways Secretary Jose de Jesus,

and Cavite Gov. Juanito

short ol the 1P240.8 billion
desired level. The expected
P280 billion revenue lrom
regular sources and measures
1o be passed by Congress is
P30 billion short of the ap-
proved ’310.2 billion budgel
for 1993

With a budget allocation ol

1’463 million. the BIR spent
?1.152 billion but lailed o
meel i1s 171344 billion target.

Customs Commissioner
Guillermo Parayno ciled 1he
decline of exchange rates from
a high of P30 to S1. the with-
drawal ol the 5% import levy,
lower percentage of dutiable
imparts and lower average ol
tarttl relorms,
and the approvil of P789 hil-

duties due 1o

lion fax credils as the causes
ol s 2606 billion shortiall
lrom January 1o
November 1992 Colleclions
amounted to 166.294 billion
ol the POX.ROG billion largel
TAN WORKSHOP

['o comply with the Presi-
dent’s urge 1o spend, Malaca-
nang has been holding cco-
nomic workshops since Janu-
ary 9 attended by 150 persons
lrom the executive, legislative
and private sectors, and
seven-member Cabinet ad hoc
commillee to rake up all pos-
sible revenue-generaling re-

In revenuc

Remulla. (Malacaiiang Photo)

sources.

Finance Sec. Ramon del
Rosario 11 suggesls a lotlery
to be operated by the Philip-
pine Amusement and Gaming
Corporation or the Philippine
Charily Sweepstakes OlTice to
whip up P9 billion. This is a
spin-off from Pagcor Chair-
woman Alice Reyes' study that
il the poor man’s gamble,
fueteng, were institutionalized,
it can earn P9 billion a year
or 6 billion more than the
P3 billion annual Pagcor in-
come.

Del Rosario will impose
P100 entrance lee to all Pageor
casinos starting February 1o
raise 'S billion. 5% withhold-
ing tax lor value added tax on
povernment
projects to riise af lenst P150
billion

contracts lor
and icrease the spe-
cilic tax on cigarets for P3
billion revenue, Fobacco grow-
ers, however, oppose the spe-
cific tax hike as favoring for-
eign brands

Of course the proposed tax
measures, most ol them oner-
ous and reprehensible, have to
go through the legislative mill

lo oflset the impending
removal of the P16 billion a
year home consumplion value
in valuating imported products,
the linance secrelary suggests

Pl tax on every liter of gaso-
line to realize I'12.3 billion a
year.

The gasoline tax immedi-
ately drew protests from vari-
ous sectors. Trade Unions
Congress ol the Philippines
President Democrite Mendoza
said the gas tax would trigger

arise in prices and the cost of

living. Central Bank Gov. Jose
Cuisia Jr. fuvored the gas lax.
But Sen. Neplali Gonzales
warned once the P1 tax is
imposed, the additional costs
to transporlation and public
transport maintenance will be
passed on to the commuting
public

I the fuel tax will not be
carried out. Del Rosario said
a 5% to 7% import levy will
have to be reimposed

IMPORT LEVY?

When Congress refused (o
act on new laxes, lommer Presi-
dent Corazon Aguino slapped
a 9% import levy in lanuary
1991 on the inmtative of her
Finance Sec. Jesus Estanislao
[he levy was reduced lo 5%,
then totally discarded because
ol its deleterious ellect on the
economy,

Lstanislao’s target was Lo
raise P25.6 billion. The levy
generated hall or P12.9 billion
because imporlers scuttled

expansion plans and relused to
import capital equipment un-
less the levy was removed. The
Central Bank reported P64.7
billion capital goods imporl
was held because of the oner-
['his caused unem-
ployment, the fall of produc-
tion and cusioms collections.
and a negative zero growth
while the levy was in place

So Istanislao’s weapon o
punish the legislators tor nol

approving new lax Jaws actu-

ous levy

ally wreaked havoc on im

>€n

reminded that
levy “d

Goenzales
previous 1mpori
lated the economy, dampened
aclivities and threw
millions ol workers out of
jobs." So II' Del Rosario hopes
to recover the P16 billion
home consumplion value, the
import levy is a formula for
disaster.

TAXES BLOCKED

With Speaker Jose de
Venecia riding herd on the
representatives, President Ra-
mos is more or less assured
the House will pass his tax
bills. But stonewalling sena-
tors have voiced opposition to
the new 1ax bills and would
rather improve tax collection.

Sen. Edgardo Angara’s re-
placement ol Gonzales as
Senate president through the
machinations of a pro-Ramos
bloc was expected to facilitate
the chamber's approval of
Malacanang tax bills. But even
before Angara was sealed
when session reopened Jan.
18, his fealty to Malacafang
was challenged by his col-
leagues with regard to lax
measures

Sen. Arturo Tolentino, 82,
warned Angara nol lo make the
Senate an “accessory of Mala-
canang”™ or he might lace an
ousler by the new majority, As
incoming chairman ol the ¢th-
ics and privileges commitiee,
Iolentine took to task
Angara's role in the behesl
loans as direcltor ol Balong
Buhay Gold Mining which
received PG billion loans from
government {inancing institu-
tions

Angara pointed oul he was
a senior partner of ACCRA law
offices, the legal counsel of the

DUSIICSS

mining [irm, and was a nomi- x

(Next page, please)
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nal direetor, but did not ben-
¢l lrom the loans i any way
“There is a cloud on the head
ol the incoming Senile presi-
dent and unless that is re-
moved a shadow will be cas
on the mtegrity ol the entire
Senate.™ Tolentino sitid. But
since s Nationahist People’s
Coalition was in full support
ol Anguri. Tolentino said he
would abide by the majority
decision

Gonzales reminded 10
l.aban members who voted for
Angara ol their campaign
pledge 1o oppose new taxes “'in
view of their adverse effect on
the majority of the people.” He
was supported by ,Sens.
Heherson Alvarez, Agapilo
Aquino, and Jose Lina Jr., who
did not vote for his ouster; also
by Laban Sen. Emnesto Herrera
and NPC Sen. Erneslo
Maceda. who qualified he
might endorse taxes on the
rich.

Angara, reported supportive
of Malacafang's tax measures,
said he would not backpedal
on the Laban’s position but
will “stick to our policy to
improve tax collection elfi-
ciency through legislation.™

He said a 5% levy on
imports would “virtually stran-
gle the economy™ as both
imports and exports are re-
duced. Instead of the P1 gaso-
line tax, he proposed a gov-
ernment buffer for possible
fuctuations of oil prices due
to possible escalation of hos-
tilities in Iraq,

Although Customs and BIR
administrative measures o
plug loopholes in cigarel and
other laxes may improve col-
lections, the yield is inadequate
to ofTset the draconian deficits.
Now taxes have lo be passed
to carry oul President Ramos’
ambilious infrastructure con-
struction.

UNRELIABLE POWER

The President has not pro-
vided adequate incentive 1o
complete the repairs on bro-
ken-down aging power plants
or to spur the building of six
“fast track™ power planis
which could serve until the
permanent plants are eslab-
lished.

The second coal-lired
Calaca Il 300-megawalt plant
in Batangas should have been
started in 1991 1o be ready by
early 1994. The lanuary 26
ground-breaking was called olf
because the Japanese Diel
opposed lhe Overseas LEco-
nomic Cooperation Fund’s
release of $320 million for the
project. The Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources has not granted il an
environmental clearance cer-
tificate as Calaca residents
raised the pollution issue as
in the case of Calaca 1.

Former President Aquino
had jumped the gun‘by an-
nouncing that Calaca II clear-

ance had been signed. This
forced the DENR to prenni-
turely issue the LCC, Bul the
residents-complained the plant
had Failed to install & continu-
aus conveyor-bell unloader
instead ol the bucket-type
unloader which tends to spill
coal dust. So i August 1992,
the OLCT renewed ils opposi-
tion.

National Power (less) Cor-
poration President  Pablo
Malixi announced in Decem-
ber that the OECE agreed 1o
release the fund despite the
Diet's objection. However. the
ground-breaking has been in-
definitely suspended. Why
can’t President Ramos attend
to the clearing of the plant’s
environmental problems once
and lor all so that building can
start?

While NPC projects are
stalled, NPC personnel arc
stealing diesel and bunker il
used 1o run the plants. The
National Burcau ol Investiga-
tion looking into the two-year
pilferage of P268 billion worth
of oil intercepted the M/V
Cavinti wilth Jour NPC
employes transporting
P240.000 worth ol diescl oil
from Malaya thermal plant in
Rizal along the Pasig River to
1644 Old Panaderos compound
owned by Si Kiam Li

Si claimed he bought the
oil I[rom Aritchea Merchandis-
ing, owner of the Cavinti. and
sold the pilfered oil to small
industry owners along the
Pasig. The NBI raiding leam
conliscaled a “blue book™
conlaining names ol ranking
policemen, Criminal Investiga-
lion Service (PNP) agents. and
Coast Guard personnel in-

volved in the pilferage. The
NBI turned over the book 1o
Malacanang. 81 was accused
ol violating the anti-lencing
law
MORE LOANS

It Congress will not pass
the new Malacanang lax meas-
ures and the import levy and
Pl pasoline tax are blocked.
the only other alternative for
the administration is domeslic
and foreign borrowing. This
will further sink the nation into
debl. The collection agencies
have yet 1o meel therr largets
but already. economic nunag-
ers are discussing i they would
go as far as incurring a P23
billion delicit in 1993

SPEAKER DE VENECIA: Tax bills galore.

President Ramos™ crowing
about "drastic spending™ to gel
his government ofT the ground.
despite the $29 billion [oreign
debt, $300.000 a day interesl
and the principal being paid
on the Bataan Nuclear Power
Plant loan. the P308 Central
Bank deficit and the 147
billion behest and bad loans
absorbed into the national
treasury. and other liabilities,
sounds more like a croak.

He must have been goaded
by Senator Maceda’s warning
that unless the Ramos admin-
istration mitties bold moves
1o hasten cconomic growlth. it
is in danger ol “falling into
the trap ol complacency that

IN THE MATTER OF THE
INTESTATE ESTATE OF
AMALIA S CAROLINO.

BUENERGES CAROLINO,

nol be granted

SO ORDERED

WE FORUM
Jan, 18, 25 & Feb. 1, 1993

Pelitioner.

Republic of the Philippines

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA, METRO MANILA

Branch 172

QRDER

A veritied petition daled November 5, 1992, having been filed by the above-named petitioner, thru coursel
alleging among others thaton May 6, 1991, Amalia S Carolino diedatihe Lung Cenler oithe Philippines, Quezon
City: that at the \ime of her death she was a resident of 7 Bahaghari Streel, Pag-Asa Subdivision, Valenzuela
Metro Manila: that said deceased died without leaving any will and is survived by the following heirs, namely
her husband Buenerges Carolino and her children Benedicto, Roberto andMa Theresa, all surnamed Carolino
that the deceased left real properties with a total market value ol P65,200 00! Ihal the deceased lelt no debls
and thal the petitioneér is the husband of the decedent

WHEREFORE, the Court hereby orders thal said pelition be set lor hearing on February 16, 1993 at 8 30
am..inthe session hall of Branch 172 of the Regional Trial Court of Valenzuela, Meiro Manila, on which date.
lime and place, all interested persons may appear and show cause it they have any. why said petition should

Let a copy of this Order by published at Lhe expense ol the pelilioner in any newspaper ot general circulalion
throughout the Philippines, 10 be selected through araffle lo be conducledby the Executive Judge of this Court,
once a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks belore the dale of the hearing

Valenzuela, Metro Manila, December 18, 1992

(Sgd.) TERESITA DIZON-CAPULONG

Sp Proc No 449-V-92

Judge

AR AR KA R R R R A X KR

the  Agquino government [ell
into which led to the economic
downturn ™ Or. by the heck-
ling agamst his boast to “hit
the ground running™ beeause
the public has yel fo see cvi-
dence of running by “steady
Hddie.”

[l¢ should return 1o basics
bv spending within the gov-
ernment’s means. Delicits can
be reduced only by increasing
revenues and curbing ex-
penses. The governmen! can
perhaps exploil the saving
mechanism compelling all
government operating units to
pul aside 10% savings. II the
savings are doubled to 20% of
the operating budgets. half can
be given as productivily tonus
to employes at yearend. The
other half is plowed back into
the Ireasury

Ten per cent savings of the
150 billion budget amounting
to P15 billion that goes back 1o
the treasury can scale down
whatever deficit is incurred.

lowever, the President is
authorized to do whalever he
pleases with the savings. Presi-
dent Aquino splurged all avail-
able governmen! funds in the
poll campaign for Fidel V
Ramos, including rehabilita-
tion funds for rebels, the P1.9
billion pork barrel for legisla-
tors, and allocations for local
government units. Even after
he won the election, Mr. Ra-
mos has never stopped cam-
paigning and always has one
eye to the popularity polls.

The President seems oblivi-
ous o extravagant spending
with his junkets to Brunei and

Thatland, Malaysia on Jan. 27
and Japun in March. No mal-
ter how he tries lo justily his
epo lrips by posing as the
nation’s salesman, diplomat
extraordinaire, and public re-
lations officer. abandoning his
home tasks will not solve
resurgent crime nor the power
crisis. I1is first priority should
be to put his housc in order,
not leave it in a shambles. Butl
as an absentee President, how
can he ever hope lo accom-
plish this?

If FVR is a clone of Cory
Aquino, who went abroad as
rumors ol a coup d’etat [lew
about town, his finance secre-
tary, Del Rosario, is a clone of
Jesus Estanislao. Del Rosario
subscribes to all Estanislao’s
policies like kowtowing to IMF
and World Bank dictate, op-
posing any reduction in the
automatic debt service even for
fraudulent loans, and govern-
ment dependency on [foreign
loans instead of tightening up
on spending and chasing after
unpaid loans. He even wants
to adopt Estanislao’s failure of
an import levy.

[l Estanislao’s economic
policies were catastrophic o
the Aquino government, how
can those of his clone in the
Ramos administration, which
merely ape those of Estanislao,
hope to succeed? Welcome
back to hard times.

President Ramos is not *he
Lee Kuan Yew to steer the
Philippines into becoming a
rapidly progressing nation by
the year 2000. Goodbye, eco-
nomic lger,

IN RE: PETITION TO DECLARE
MY HUSBAND AS PRESUMED
DEAD

CLEOFE B. NORRIS,
Petitioner

S0 ORDERED

WE FORUM
Jan, 25, Feb, 1 & B 1993

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH CXLI (141)

Makati, Metro Manila

ORDER

A verilied petition lo declare husband as presumed dead having
been filed, which appears to be sulficient in lorm and substancethe courl
hereby orders that the sald petition be sel for hearing on March 1, 1993
al 9.00 in the morning betore 1he 141st Branch of this Court, Third Floor,
Gusali ng Katarungan, F- Zobel Street, Makal, Metro Manila, al which
time, date and place allinterested persons may appear and show cause,
it there be any, why the said petition should not be granted

Lel copies hereal and the petition be served upon herein petitioner
Cleote B, Norris at 9341 St Jude St, San Antonio Valley |, Parafaque,
Melro Manila, the absentee’s known heirs il any; the Office of the
Solicitor General, llkewise, lel this order be published in a newspaper
of general circulation in the Philippines, once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks, all at the peltioner's expense

Makati, Metro Manila, November 23, 1992

(Sgd.) MARCELINO F BAUTISTA, JR

SP. PROC. CASE NO M-3346

Presiding Judge




million.

In ten years, from 1976 to June 1986, the
total remittance of the old PAGCOR to the
government was 2.1 billion.

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from all kinds
of taxes, except the 5% franchise tax.

PAGCOR, then, was exempted from audit.

An Expose on PAGCOR

How It
Was Then.

Before the February revolution, the average
monthly income was P29 million. The
highest monthly income declared was P 55

The difference in the way the casinos are run today has led to a sizeable increase in PAGCOR's
income, out of which approximately 75% goes to the government through remittances to the National

How It
Is Now.

Monfthly Income

Under the new PAGCOR, the average monthly
income went up to 169 million in 1987,

£212.5 million in 1988, 290 million in 1989,
£341 million in 1990, 428 million in 1991

and P510 million for the first nine months of
1992.

Remittance to Government
In only six years of operation, from July 1986 to
September 30, 1992, the new PAGCOR has
already remitted a total of #16.3 billion to the
government.

Tax Privileges

Since March 1987, all the tax exemption
privileges have been withdrawn. Now
PAGCOR is paying the 5% franchise tax,
corporate income tax, customs duties for
imported equipment and employees’
withholding taxes.

Audit Procedure

Today, all PAGCOR transactions are
dutifully recorded, accounted for and
audited by the Commission on Audit.

Secrecy vs. Transparency

PAGCOR operations then were veiled in
secrecy.

Today, PAGCOR operations are carried out
on an open-book policy in keeping with
the President’s directive of transparency

in the government. Pursuant to this,
PAGCOR publishes its financial statement
quarterly, perhaps the only casino operator
in the world who does so.

Treasury, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Social Fund of the President, Cities hosting the casinos,
the Philippine Sports Commission, and the National Commission for Culture and Arts. Nothing is left with
PAGCOR except what it needs for operations. With the substantial amount it remits to the government,
PAGCOR has become the third biggest revenue-generating arm of the government. PAGCOR today is

\

considerably different from what it was in the past.

&

PAGo
%

)

Responding Through Responsible Gaming

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
PAGCOR House ® 1330 ROXAS BOULEVARD, MANILA
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anted: Ecumenical priests

By PLACIDO P. DIAZ

IRST, LET us tackle the definition of terms. Priest here is intended to
hew as closely as possible to the New Testament meaning - equivalent

to preshyter - translated as

“elder” of the Christian community. | am not

referring to the cultic priest of the Old Testament termed hiereus, for the simple

reason that Jesus of Nazareth did not recruit any o

In our day. there are two
kinds of Catholic priests: the
religious and the secular. Let
me note the fact that in pub-
lic perception the former are
first class and the latter sec-
ond-rate. The reason [ am
pointing this out is that the
ecumenical movement serves
primarily to heal the divi-
sions and promote commun-
ion (i.e., common union) of
all men regardless of race,
SeX, CFCCd. or class I am now
convinced that all the prob-
lems of mankind can be traced
10 l.)l'll)-J one pHIl!:II"\r' CAuUsc:
ignorance and the resultant
misunderstanding.

For the purpose of this
article, ecumenical will be
taken to mean the commun-
ion of all the churches, Catho-
lic and non-Catholic, Catho-
lic and ecumenical are words
that both connote universal-
ity, so let it be understood that
the difference between the
two is the scope and extent of
their various meanings. Thus.
the Catholic Church is the
sheepfold of Jesus Christ, the
Good Shepherd. But accord-
ing to His own pronounce-
ment: “T have sheep which
belong to me that are not in
this sheep pen. | must bring
them, too; they will listen to
My voice, and they will be-
come one flock with one
Shepherd.” (Jn. 10:16)

To preclude any misunder-
standing, let it be clear that
the word “church™ here is
strictly the equivalent of the
Greek ekklesia, classically
defined as “‘the assembly of
believers”, It is not a build-
ing or edifice such as tem-
ples or mosques. Specifically,
it is the “Mystical Body of
Christ” as described by St
Paul (cf, | Cor. 12:12-30;
Eph. 4: 3-16) and defined by
Jesus Christ Himself in Jn.
15: 5-8: *1 am the vine, and
you are the branches..."" Christ
is the head. His Church is His
Mystical Body.

The word “religion™ here

‘

f this kind of priests into

the core group that constituted the officialdom of His Church. Besides, let us
not forget that it was the High Priests of the Old Testament who spearheaded
the opposition to Jesus and His Gospel and hounded Him to death, besides
prohibiting the spread of His teachings.

At v ks PLRSECUTe

=8 A&”

J:CUMENICAL SERVICE: Communion of all churches.

is taken literally from its ety-
mological meaning: to bind
again or heal broken relation-
ships, particularly the broken
relationships between man
and God and man with his
fellowmen. In this context,
only the Christian religion is
effectively the true one, for
only Jesus the Christ has
successfully reunited God and
man, first in Himself, and
then by stating: “i am the
way, the truth, and the life,
No one comes to the Father
(God) except through Me."
All the others - Moham-
medan, Buddhist, Hindu,
Taoist, elc., can only be
viewed as failed attempts of
men to reunite with God,
while the *Jewish™ religion
anthropomorphically may be
said to be God's failed at-
tempt Lo reunite with mankind
(as evidenced by the Old
Testament),

In the interest of
ecumenism, there is another
concept that needs clarifica-
tion: the holy and/or sacred.
At the time this is being
written, holiness or sanctity

is identified with or is syn-
onymous with being religious,
as distinguished from or even
as opposed to the profane and/
or secular. Thus, we have the
anomalous situation obtaining
where it is still a matter of
debate whether or not science
is opposed to religion and
faith to reason.

It is vital that we try to
resolve the issue for the alter-
native is that we throw up our
hands in despair and admit
our absolute impotence. |
believe it is not impossible to
bridge the gap between the
temporal and the etemnal, the
worldly and the heavenly. the
human and the divine. I am
no advocate of a Theocracy,
but [ abhor the tragedy of a
democracy that degenerales
from freedom of religion to
freedom from religion. I musl
admit that the principle of
separation of church and state
must remain till the end of
time. but that is only because
1 cannot place my full trusl
and confidence in my fellow
human beings. not even in
thos¢ who profess themselves
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as representatives of the De-
ity, much less those who
usurp Divine Authority. But
*“In God | Trust” is one of the
basic principles of my life. no
less than any US citizen.

So. what is holy, and what
is sacred? And what is pro-
fane and secular? I posit that
holiness or sacredness is the
state of having relations with
the Deity, whereas profanity
and secularism is the state of
atheism or agnosticism. From
this premise, it can then be
deduced that holiness is the
fruit or successful effect of
religious "activity or effort,
while profanity and secular-
ism 18 the failure, absence, or
rejection of religion.

| have been a Catholic
secular priest for the past 25
years of my life. I was admit-
ted to the sacrament of Holy
Orders or Pricsthood at age
22 by no less than Bishop
(now Cardinal) Jaime L. Sin,
(I celebrated my silver jubi-
lee last December 23, 1992),
To those who have asked me
why | became a priest, my
standard answer has been:

“Because 1 knew no better.”
My thinking even then was
that 10 become a priest is the
highest and noblest ambition
a man would aspire for. What
can be greater than to help
my fellowmen attain eternal
happiness in Heaven? It was
as simple as that.

But it did not turn out so0
simple after all. The year
1967 in which [ was ordained
was a time of ferment - of
radical changes due to the just
concluded 2nd Vatican Ecu-
menical Council. From hind-
sight, I am prepared (o ex-
plain why in 1969, barely two
years later. | filed for an in-
definite leave of absence from
parish assignment. My state-
ment then still nings true, of
course, that 1 could not ac-
cept the fact (hat from trou-
ble-shooter (I was the one
sent to trouble-spots) | be-
came the number one trouble-
maker. Now, it has become
obvious to me that I was
simply new wineskin sent to
handle old wine or vice-versa,
| was new wine being poured
into old wineskins. That's

New Testament language. In
secular parlance, 1 was a
square peg trying to fit into
a round hole,

A long time ago, I read
somewhere that of all human
differences (sex, race, class,
and creed) the last one men-
tioned, i.e., creed, will also
be the last to be resolved. In
my own experience, that has
been the case. I can now
establish peaceful co-exist-
ence with the opposite sex,
with any race, and class of
my fellowmen. But [ still
cannot find rapport with the
conservative and traditional-
ist members even of my own
church or creed, even as Je-
sus Christ and His original
band of followers could not
accept and become acceptable
to the scribes and pharisees
and the Jewish priests of their
time. I am an innovator, pro-
gressive and liberal. In an-
other age, | would have been
listed among the reformers
and branded a heretic. Today,
| am called an activist, a
radical, a rebel.

In 1987, at the zenith of
Catholic influence even in the
affairs of the “revolutionary”
Cory government, [ was is-
sued a decree of suspension
by Bishop Leoncio Lat of
Quezon City. | was banned
from exercising the “‘minis-
try,” that is, dispensing the
sacraments to the Catholic
faithful, including acting as
spiritual director at cursillo
classes. It was a disciplinary
action intended to stop me
from conducting mass at the
San Antonio de Padua chapel
located at the comer of Sto.
Nifio St,, Roosevelt Ave.
Cardinal Sin wanted the
masses stopped there because
the lot owner refused to do-
nate it to him so he could
transform the chapel into a
parish church.

[ belong to the Catholic
faith because that is where
| have been baptized and

(Next page, please)
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Filipino blues

IN LUROPE. 1t seems.
only bad news is writlen
about the Philippines.

S0 savs d colleague. a
Filipino who 18 currently a
fellow at the European AfTairs
Institute in Hclgiun"l and the
National Irish University in
Ireland.

For three months. he tells
Arjuna. he has been monitor-
ing major LEuropean newspa-
pers. magazines, radio and
'V aboul news back home.
What he got were reports on
abused Filipina domestic
workers. prostitution, rape.
kidnappings and summary
executions.

He doesn’t blame the
media, which is just doing
what it is supposed to do:
report, regardless. But he
blames — surprise, surprise
— other Filipinos for the
misconception about the coun-
try.
The worst, he says, are the
so-called cause-oriented and
non-government groups flea-
jumping from one Western
European country to another

By ARJUNA

painting distorted Facts about
the Philippines inan eflort to
solieit financial
supposedly intended for the

assistance

poor

Mind you. this 1s no mean
criticism from the uninitiated
My colleague represents the
Tribal

lgorot Assistance

Giroup. isell 4 non-govern-
ment oreanisabion helping the
Igorot trihal communities ol
northern Luzon

He says that an associa-
tion calling itsell the Filipino-
Irish Group (FIC) holds sermu-
nars in Universiies asking lor
donations after portraying the

Philippines as an “island of

trash and filth where people
live, cook and eat right where
they defecate.”

The chairman of the group,
Murien O'Brien. described
poverty in the Philippines as
so widespread that “only a
few eat three times a day.”

The Philippine govern-
ment, my friend feels, can
slart by correcting some so-
cial indicators being used o
describe the country:

Some 200,000 Filipino
women ire in prostitution; 80
per cent of Iilipinos suffer
from discases caused by im-
proper diet and sanitation; 62
per cent of Filipinos die with-
oul any medical attention; 40
per cent of Filipino children
die before adolescehce due to
unsale drinking waler.

About 60 per cent ol Fili-
pinos in absolute poverty do
not eat three times a day: 80
per cent of children suffer
from malnutrition: 10 per cent
of the population owns and
controls the national wealth:
33 million of the country’s 55
million are peasants under
multinational plantations:
corruption 1s widespread in all
levels of government: Ameri-
cans trains Filipino soldiers
to kill Filipinos: the Philip-
pines is an American colony.

While some of the descrip-
tions are true, the figures are
not. Worse. the Philippine
government has not done
much to change the sad per-
ceptions, Political bickerings.
graft and corruption and ris-

FOOD FAIR: First Lady Amelita “Ming” Ramos cuts the ceremonial ribbon
formally opening the 2nd Annual Food and Garden Fair at the Fort San Antonio
Abad at the Central Bank Complex. Mrs. Ramos is assisted by Mrs. Vicky Cuisia
(4th from left), wife.of Central Bank Governor Jose Cuisia (2nd from right) and
other bank officials. (Malacaiiang Photo)

ing criminality regularly
drummed up in European
newspapers only strengthen
their suspicions of the dete-
riorating situation back in my
friend's home.

The damaging reports are
causing unnecessary and un-
fair harassmenls. he says.
Belgian customs officers in
Brussels subject Filipinos to

ridicule and interrogations.
Dutch policemen in Amster-
dam pounce often on Filipi-
nos on the street, asking them
for legal papers. And many
Germans and Irish do not
mince words when uttering
racist remarks.

John Ferris. the Philippine
consul to Ireland. explains to
my friend that the increasing

number of Filipino maids
employed in European house-
holds is often seen as an indi-
cator of a worsening economy.
Indeed, Mr. Ferris told my
friend that many Europeans
are surprised why a large
number of highly educated
and trained Filipinos end up
as mere workers doing odd
jobs. (Depthnews Asia)

Wanted: Ecumenical . ..

ordained to serve. But the
way | look at it now, the main
difference between me and the
ordinary Catholic faithful is
that | have already attained
the use of reason and suc-
ceeded in integrating it with
my crecd, while they have
remained largely in the state
of perpetual childhood. I see
now the pomnt of then Bishop
Sin when he told me: I don’t
need learned priests, what |
want 1s saintly priests:” Igno-
rant dolts can always be
herded back into the stable ol
their vow of obedience. But a
rational animal must always

question why he is made to
do anything or else he is no
better than a robot or android.
Since I ¢an no longer work
as a Catholic priest - my
suspension is still in force,
however, autocratic, unjust.
and unChristian - 1 have
decided to develop myself into
becoming an ecumenical
priest, whose expertise is (o
promote desegregation and
integration of all creeds
churches and sects - into the
one Family of the Children ol
God the Father, behind the
leadership ol Jesus Christ. the
Eldest Son of the Father,

(From page 5)

under the direction of the Holy
Spirit. Whereas in the past,
was content to play the role
of shepherd dog. running after
the stray and lost sheep 1o
bring them back into the
Catholic fold, now | will still
play the same role, but will
try to herd everyone into the

Caravan of the Children of

God journeying towards our
Permanent
leaven

As i Catholie priest, |
used 1o introduce myselfin
olticial
travel agent lor the trip o

Reswdence in

the cursillo as an

Heaven: issuing the official
passport, 1D and registration
of immigrants to Heaven in
baptism; travel clearance and
medical certificate in the
sacrament of reconciliation;
visa in the Eucharist; one
way, direct flight, first class
ticket in the anointing of the
sick, Now, as an ecumeni-
cal priest, | will try to be-
come a master recruiter for
the trip to leaven, and a
convincing Eternal Life In-
surance Underwriter.

Is there someone willing
to put up a sign which reads
WANTED: ECUMIENICALI
PRIEST?

NOTICETO A
ADMINI

Republic of the Philippines
QUEZON CITY
Office of the Treasurer

ROPERTY OWNERS
RATORS OF REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES
IN QUEZON CITY

1s! Installment
2nd Instaliment
3rd Installment
4th Installment

The real estate taxes due for 1993 accrue on January 1,
1993 and payable in full with 10% discount if paid on or
before March 31, 1993. Taxpayers may pay the taxes due
without interest in four (4) equal installments within the
scheduled quarterly periods, as follows:

January 1o March 31, 1993
April to June 30, 1993

July to September 30, 1993
Oclober to December 31, 1993

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that the estate of lale LEONCIO ROSALES
who died on November 15 1992 at Silang, Cavite was exira judicially
sellled by and among his heirs in a document entitled “Exlra Judicial
Setllement of Estate” (With Special Power of Allorney) under Doc. No
422; Page No. B5; Book No 25; and Series ol 1993, of Notary Public
Irinea A. Anama

WE FORUM §
Jan. 18,25 & Feb. 1, 1993

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estale of the late JOCELYN C
PARADO consisting of a parcel ol land evidenced by TCT No. (120801)
40472 of the Reglsiry of Deeds of Pasay City who died Intestate al
Parahaque was extrajudicially settled by Florita C. Parado and Juan M
Parado through a document entitied "Aflidavit ol Sell Adjudication” and
recorded as Doc. No 211.Page No 45, BookNo XXVIII, Senesol 1992
ol Notary Public Pedrito G- Mercado

WE FORUM
Jan, 25 & Feb. 1 & 8 1993

After the quarterly deadlines, unpaid taxes shall be
charged with penalties at 2% permonth of delinquency and
the 10% discount is forfeited.

(Sgd.) ALFREDO D. MERCADO
OIC, City Treasurer

WE FORUM
Jan. 25, Feb, 1 & 8, 1993
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Equality in kidnapping

HERE ARE always lessons to learn, even in the business of Kidnapping for ransom.
I We have reason to helieve that the gentlemen in the trade have become more
cgalitarian, judging from the “nationality™ of their latest victims.

Early last week the owner of a big laundry company was Kidnapped by several
heavily armed men in broad daylight. Nothing surprising about this; it happens at lcast
four times a2 month, according fo government statistics. What is surprising is the name
of the victim, there was nothing to suggest that she is partly Chinese, as in fact later reports
stated that she is of Malay-Filipino stock.

A few days later, some dailies carried news ilems about rich Muslims having also

heen prey to kidnap gangs associated with Mubarak who, until this time, is cither dead
or alive. They served notice last November, reportediy by Kidnapping a hig-time Muslim
recruiter in Pasay City who paid P2 million for dear life.

So now the victims come from several racial strains, where before they were in-
variably Chinesc. This is a wholesome outgrowth in the evolution of the industry; it means
the end of seleetivity, even, perhaps, an announcement that from hercon every prospect
will be treated equally, with capacity to pay as the sole eriterion. We are heartened by
this development; we feel strongly that in the very near future, the captains of this trade
will be discriminating too as to distinguish between those deserving of their attention and
those who are not.

If we may suggest, why don’t they give their full attention to the crooks who made
billions through hehest loans during the Marcos Kleptocracy. Or some politicians in Metro
Manila and the provinces who think only of stealing during their term? I0is casy (o spot
these congressmen, governors and mayors; their eyes are shifty, greed exudes (rom the
pores of their skins and if they have served under (he conjugal thicves, you Know they
have made their pile before and presently are stealing again. Give the C hinese a break,
they may have shortchanged and continuc fo shorichange their employes but by and large,
they sweated for their millions, they scrimped and saved fo enjoy their present comlorts,
except the richest Tan.

Since unity is the word of the day with everyone calling for it, the Kidnappers should
take a hint and unite themselves for a more professional approach in the trade.

This guy Goco

E IS traipsing around the world, on some mission or another, at this moment, but
H when he returns, Raul Goco might have to answer before the Scnate some ques-

tions on his reported partiality to two multi-national oil firms. Senators Ernesto
Maceda and Raul Roco have sct their sights on him and, before long, President Fidel V.
Ramos may sce the light and dispense with a heavy liability in the shoes of the solicitor-
general.

The two senators — and the public — cannot understand why Goco insists that the
amount of P1.8 billion be released to Caltex Phils. and Pilipinas Shell which arce trying
to collect this sum from the government as reimbursements, In a previous ruling, the
Commission on Audit has declared the claim illegal and this was affirmed by the Supreme
Court in a recent court decision. Despite this, Goco had written a memorandum to the
President recommending the release of the money to the two  oil companics for some
reason or another,

Understandably, Roco and Maceda are now questioning Goco’s motivation and his
loyalty to the government. Being more vocal of the two, the man known as Mr. Exposc
noted that “as a new functionary, he has already committed scrious blunders which place
the government at risk™ and should be fired from the job “before he inflicts more harm.™
The people’s sentiment, no doubt, are with the scnators.

For the people cannot understand Goco. Even in his dealings with Marcosa, he seems
to have always been led by the nose. When Marcosa says she will not deal if the cache
in Switzerland Is called ill-gotten, he was nipping over himself to please her, though not
even he will ever comprehend how anyone could accumulate that much unless it was stolen.
After that, Goco became an open book to Marcosa, who is now convinced that she can
twist him anytime in her hands, like a puppet on a string. She is now making impossible
demands and setting the most outlandish conditions hefore any agreement is signed. The
betting is that this portion of the Marcos plunder is never forthcoming. The paramount
reason for his being there, and Goco bungled it.

A break for Saddam

ORTUNATELY, ANOTHER “mother of all wars™ did not break out over Arabian
F skies despite the missile and air strikes on Irag mounted by the Allies led by the

United States. Iraqi strongman Saddam Husscin has been content, perhaps because
he cannot do otherwise, to wage war by using his vocal chords, Realizing the utter futility
of engaging the Allied might, he has been reduced to haranguing his people to resist the
invaders with the help of their god.

Now he is being given a way out without losing face. There are indications the
assumption of William Clinton to the presidency could be the turning point in this messy
affair. In an open letter, Saddam is offering an “olive branch™ to the new administration,
saying “Iraq Is not an cnemy of America.” With his mortal encmy, Bush, out of the picture,
he can now negotlate without swallowing his pride.

The whole world could breathe a sigh of relief over this development which holds
a very bright prospect for peace.
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Takot sa Diyos

ILANG MGA imahen na bang ninakaw sa
mga sambahan? At ngayon, pati mga madre'y
kinikidnap na. Ano na bang nangyayari sa
bayan natin? Wala na ba talagang takot ang
tao sa Diyos? Hindi na ba kinikilabutan itong
mga magnanakaw at mga kidnaper na pati
mga bagay at taong banal o sagrado ay
nilalapastangan nila?

Puwes, ang unang nais kong ilahad sa
pagkakataong ito ay na kung humahantong
na tayo sa ganitong kalagayan. ito'y bunga
lamang ng pagkukulang ng simbahang
Katoliko na inulat sa atin ang pagmamahalan
bilang magkakapaud at magkakaibigan,
sapagkat tayong mga Kristiyano'y mga anak
ng Diyos.

Ayon sa Kuya Hesus, ang Panganay nating
mga anak ng Diyos. ang lahat ng utos ay
nauuwi na lang sa dalawa: una, ibigin ang
Diyos nang higit sa lahat. at pangalawa, ibigin
ang kapwa kagaya ng sarili. Al isang utos
lamang ang iniwan Niya sa Kanyang mga
tagasunod: Magmahalan kayo tulad ng
pagmamahal Ko sa inyo. (Limiin din itong
karugtong sa sinabi Niya: Sa ganito ninyo
mapapatunayan na kayo'y mga alagad Ko.)

Sa nakawan at kidnapan. bakit takol sa
Diyos ang ating hahanapmn? Iindi ba’t bahagl
na at pundasyon ng aung pananampalataya

ang kumilala sa Diyos bilang Pag-1big: Kaya.

nasaan man may Pag-ibig,
al kung walang Pag-ibig.

ang |11\'n\"'

naroroon ang
Diyos. wila roon
Unawming mabuti na ang nakawan

ar Kidnapan ay nagaganap sa ging ng mga

mayroon at wala, mayaman at mahirap, o higit
na malinaw, sa gitna ng mga kinakapos at ng
mga labis-labis na ang salaping hawak.

Sino ang dapat magturo na ang mga
mayroong labis ay dapat magbigay sa mga
wala o kinukulang bilang pagtupad lamang

1 Kalooban ng Diyos na Siyang tunay na
Nagmamay-ari ng lahat? Sinong dapat magpa-
ala-ala sa mga mayayaman na hindi sila ang
tunay na may-ari ng kanilang kayamanan
kundi mga katiwala lamang sila ng Diyos?
Ang mga komunistang walang Diyos? O ang
mga Kristiyanong pinangangalandakang sila
ang may hawak ng tunay na pananampalataya
sa Diyos?

Huwag na nating isangkot ang takotl sa
Diyos. Lumalaganap ang nakawan al
kidnapan sa Pilipinas dahil ang mga
mayayaman ay patuloy na yumayaman
samantalang ang mga mahihirap ay lalong
naghihirap. Kinidnap na pati pan at madre?
Marahil nagpapayaman din stla, di buti nga
sa kanila
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My prayers are important

SERVING T public nterest without pay
as i volunteer is aovery hard job mdeed. One
needs not only fnaneial capabiliny but also -
and more important. utmost diseipline 1o
remain credible and perseverig. lnennes
sprout in the process and sometimes. | am
misunderstood because some people think that
it is futile to Night and expose the Powerlul
“Mafias™ whose octopus-like connections are
s0 pronounced that friends tell me that my
life is in great danger. But God gave me cight
clves and one day when I am not busy help-
ing people and attending to worthwhile
projects. | may yet produce a book on “T1IL:
WONDIRS OF MY ELVES.™ a little differ-
ent from the book. “THE MAGIC OF
FINDHORN."

Surviving with heart and soul mtct ar age
645 despite the many dangers that besct me s
2 Gift of God which I have always chenished.
But mind you. I have to be a daily communicant
and have 1o pray nine rosaries a day lor many.
many years now and this is not cisy 10 & very

ONE'S WORTH

Deafening silence

THE SILENCE of the Supreme Court in
the face of mounting criticism against itsell,
the judiciary. and the Judicial and Bar Coun-
cil (JBC) is simply deafening. So deafening
you couldn’t believe it.

Late last year, the Tribunal merely kept
quiet over the full-page ads of Eugene A. Tan.
former national president of the Integrated Bar
of the Philippines, on why Bar Matter No.
565 should not be closed and his motion to
resolve pending incidents. Tan's cry for jus-

busy person like me so generally, [have to wike
up at four in the morning 1o be able to have a
proper management ol my time.

With 1TV and radio interviews. attending
to projects. domg rescarch work and inves-
ngative reporting. attendmg 1o my job as
Regional Coordinator of THIE DOVES which
require travel and ntelligence work. and
attending to clients, lme pisses away just
like that. But there is happiness and joy in
seeing that this is notatall & hopeless world.
Along the way. | have met people who by
their work of love and dedication. they have
managed 1o help many people in their own
little way. Indeed. they are a great source of
inspiration and the many inspiring leters that
| receive from readers of my column bothn
the Inquirer and We Forum somehow propel
me Lo ereater heights of dedication and zeal
to the role that God has given me in this
carth, | wish to thank them all and may their
New Year be bright and happy and filled with
devotions to the Lord for mdeed. “many things

are wrought by prayers than this world ever
dreams ol

We must always pray lor a better Philip-
pines where the poor among us can be lified
from their nusery and their deplorable situ-
ation. I know that T must not give up doing
good no matter what and I can only hope that
stockholders will not prevent me from writing
stories that;ire worth reading and are of pubhe
interest even 1l sometimes. advertisers are hurt:
there are also nmes when the battle of ads
benelt the paper income wise, Hlere lies the
importance of publishing a future Consumer
Magazine without ads. so right now | am
putting up a Sinking Fund for a future Con-
sumer Magazine that will publish articles
without fear or favor and we are also expand-
ing our Library so that students can benefit
in the process. KMPL is here to stay and we
really mean well. As an [OCU Patron. we
have a wide network in the international scene
and we learn much from cach other by way
ol consumer cducation

TEA W/ JULIE

| by JULIE AMARGO

One person I met in Beijing in November
is that famous Lilia C. Clemente whom Larry
Ilenares described so well in his column last
FFriday. It has been my intention to feature her
in my column in a more detailed way for she
deserves it. Last Saturday, SEC Chairman
Charing Lopez invited her for lunch together
with her father and some very close friends.
[ have noticed that in this world, if you cannot
stand tall for lack of height, God makes it up
for more brains and what it takes to be fa-
mous. So, indeed the Philippines is proud of
I.ilia and for being as she certainly deserves
an award. (Next Week - ONE CAN DIE
LAUGHING OR CRYING)

tice deserves u hearing, but the Court has
plaveu deal 1o 1l

It has also kept mum over PACCman
Estrada’s denunciation ol the “hoodlums n
robes.” after whose necks. the actor-politician.
sard he'll go. A slap on the Court. in my
opinton, Lstrada was, in effect, telling Their
[lonors they're doing nothing to rid the Bench
ol rotien cggs,

Again, the Court has shut up itself over
the repeated criticisms of a columnist of the
corruption 1n the courts and in the JBC. Al
it has done, nsolar as Makati’s “Dirty Dozen™
is concerned. is to change the exceutive judge
of its Regional Trial Court. The columnist
has gone that far to say that corruption has
seeped up to the higher echelons of the ju-
diciary.

Silence in the face of serious charges: Is
this not an admission of the Court’s helpless-
ness? or its guilt?

LR 3 B2

About JBC, I agree with the columnist

that it should he dissolved soonest, having

failed to serve its purpose under the 1987
Constitution. Instead of sclecting only those
mentally and morally qualified, JBC, it
appcars, keeps on choosing political
recommendees and its own hara. No won-
der, we've judges who can’t even resolve
simple motions and, worse, those who sell
their decisions to the highest bidder among
the litigants.
LR A R

About the IBP. I repeat that it should also
be dissolved. for the same reason: 1t has
failed to serve its purpose. As I've said here,
the IBP 1s good only in collecting dues and
membership fees lrom lawyers, who are com-
pelled to be members of the association.
What’s worse. the [BI” keeps on unilaterally
increasing the annual dues/fees. And what do
lawyers gei in return?

Well, after 1 paid my dues/fecs for 1993
last January 11. 1 was given a copy ol an
old, almost useless 1ssue of the IBP Jour-
nal.

To me, it’s not surprising at all that the
name of incoming Senate President Angara
doesn't appear in the list about behest loans
in the possession of Senator Roco. The two
arc bosom [riends, and were together in
Angara's ACCRA law firm.

Roco, of course, has his own rcason:
Angara’s name isn’t in the lists submitted
to him.

Makes me laugh.

Eskes

I recently had the good fortune of viewing
the original paintings by Rembrandt. It was
an unforgettable experience.

There's really something in the works of
greal artists like Rembrandt and our own
Amorsolo and Juan Luna which makes you
gape in wonder.

Classic paintings suit me fine. As to
modcern ones, specifically the abstract, I'm
rather fastidious.

[ wish we could have here in Ma-
nila exhibits of the works of great art-
ists.

KILATISIN
NATIN

NAUSO ANG randem o tambalan sa
brodkasting sa radyo at telebisyon. Nariyan
ang tambalang Mel at Jay, Korina at Ted ng
Hoy Gising (radyo at TV). Bobby Guanzon
at Jessica Soho, Jel Relos at Val Domingo
(noon). Jel Relas at Jim Paredes (Tatak
Pilipino). at ang sikat na sikal ngayon ay ang
tambalang Joe Taruc at Deo Macalma, Deo
Macalma at Nic de Guzman ng DZRH.
Marami nang “bubuwit™ si Deo Macalma sa
kanyang mga blind items sa balitang espesyal.
Una'y may pumuna sa masyadong mala-

~

Joe Taruc at Deo Macalma

showhiz 1sismis ang bahaging 1o ng balita
ngunit nang haluan 1to ni Deo ng mga
pagbatikos sa pamamaraang nakatatawa. ang
showhiz 1sismis ay naging “sahog™ na
nakapagpapasayi na lamang sa mga nakikinig
na Pilipinong hilahod na't gulapay sa hrap
ng buhay sa kasalukuyan,

Maganda ang tambalan nina Joc at Deo sa
Attorney no case dahil waring ito ang katulad
ng “satire” sa mga dulaan na kung saan
ginagamit ang pormang pagpapatawa subalil
may komentaryong panlipunan, Mahusay “1ka
nga ang paggamil ng form and conieni,

Kapapansinan si Joe Tarue ng walang takot
na pagkokomentaryo sa programang siraight
from the shoulder ni Louie Beltran na bagamat
hindi niya programa ay siya ngamng

" nagpapasimula o ‘ika nga'y “nagpapagulong™

ng paglalakay sa mga isyu ng bayan. Ilindi
na dapat wanungin pa ang matatalim ot

matalinong mga katanungang ibinibigay ni
Joe sa kanyang mga bisita sa sarili niyang
programang Liberty in Action. Ang lahat ng
ito'y siyang mahalagang dahilan kung bakit
nananatiling nangunguna sa balita at
komentaryo ang DZRII.

Isa pa ring maipagkakapuri ng DZRH kina
Joe Taruc, Deo Macalma. Fernan Enverga,
Tiya Dely. Jennifer Postigo (na may maganda-
malamig na tinig), at Clemen Bautista, ay
ang pagiging makabayan at maka-mahirap na
mamamayan. Halimbawa nito'y ang tula ni
Fernan Enverga hinggil sa Pasko ng mga
maralitang taga-lunsod noong Disyembre
1992. Na agad namang linugon ni Joe ng
malabalagtasang porma ng napakagaan al
walang pagbabantulot - walang mali na
nukapagpapaalala sa yumaong Kolumnista-
makata ng pahayagang Halita na s1 Ka Sisong
Kantanod (alahoy. alahoy!).

tandem

Si Clemen Bautista na sandaling nakasama
ko noon sa Pilipino Daily Mirror nang ako'y
patnugot ng pahayagan ay patuloy ang
pagpapalaganap ng tamang paggamil ng
wikang Pilipino sa larangan ng brodkasting.
Gayundin si Tiya Dely. Bukod sa pagmamahal
niya sa wika ay maraming mga maling
pananaw sa buhay ang kanyang iwinawasto.
Natalakay ko ito ng ilang ulit sa ibang
magasin tulad ng dating Pulso ng Bayan al
sa kolum na ito. Hindi pinapayagan ni Tiya
Dely na manatili ang mga metapisikal na
paniniwalang walang batayan na manatili sa
isip ng mga Pilipino lale na sa mga kabataan.
Halimbawa nito'y ang kontrobesya noon sa
aswang,. lkinuwento niya noong bala-bata pa
siya. sa kanilang lalawigan ay may laging
nakikitang tao na nananabako sa isang mataas
na puno. Ayon kay Tiya Dely, tinawag agad

* (Sundan sa pahina9)

-
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WY IS it that all our [irst ¢lass or live-
star hotels are always managed by foreign-
ers? We should Ieel offended by such prel-
erence to foreten managers, ven hotel chets
are all foreigners. as though there are no
qualificd Filipino chels 1o service our hotels.
I wonder i they allow these in other countries
because it reveals again our mentality that
anything forcign is better than our own.

LR R L]

They kidnapped Mrs. Zenaida Asis-
Mendoza, a former socialite. Wala na
kayang mga luisik na puedeng kunin? Or
have the hoodlums, alrcady squeezed all
®e Chincse dry that now they have to
kidnap Filipinos? Unless the administra-
tion can stop all these kidnappings, with all
the high faulting task forces of the PACC
and other agencies of the military, we will
never move forward in our economy. Who
will dare invest in a country that is remi-
niscent of the wild wild west during the
American fronticr days?

SRREn

Foreign Secretary Roberto Romulo made
a blooper when he condemned the rencwed
bombing of Irag. Does our foreign secrelary
not know that the bombing was pursuant to
United Nations resolutions? I Romulo was
trying to show the world that we are running
an independent foreign policy, he is ill-ad-
vised since the UN has sanctioned the bomb-
ings. That's the noble with a neophyte in
the Foreign AGairs porifolio, Remeiber that
TUARRLE becheading siory” In
Saudi? Even the president was embarrassed
just because the DFA is ignorant of the facis.

LA ALl

Aot -

President Fidel Ramos was correct in

disauthorizing the setting up of so-called
“seeret marshals™ as proposed by some
jittery people in the Chinese community.
Seeret marshals? Dagdagan pa natin 'yong
miga trigger happy among the police? |
remembér during the Martial Law years,
President FM, no less decreed to set up
secret marshals because of the upsurge of
criminality then, I wrote a scrics of arfi-
cles in my We Forum columns then and
had a resolution from the National Bar
Association to be passed attacking the
sccret marshals and FM disbanded them.
So I congratulate President Ramos for his
immediate reaction against adding more
license to Kill in our midst.
L L L

Some people complain about the apparent
militarization of the administration of Prest-
dent Lddie. Well the latest appointment ol
General Bruan as LTO boss strengthens this
theory and fears. It scems that being a retired
general is the best passport to a top govern-
ment job.

LE 2 L2

Some Catholic churches have hecome so
liberal that it has become a common sight
during Sunday masscs of women in short
shorts, not only attending mass but ap-
proaching the communion rails. [ feel scan-
dalized by sights like these and I talked
with a parish pricst once and he told me
that if he becomes strict about attirc of
women who attend masses they might get
turned off and not come to mass anymore.
1 disagree, the: Churc'y is a holy place and
people who enter the temple should be more
decently attired. Imagine? Even in some
public places they have rules on how one

must dress why can some rules not be
enforced in Catholic churches?
LR LR

I3y the way. when | was in loilo City
some time back. some barangay captains were
joking about their “lfonorable™ congressman
who is always drunk. They tell me that this
congressman. whose record as a two-term
congressman has been so dismal. is drunk
from carly morning on. hardly meets his
constituents. hardly reports 1o his congress
office and has not delivered a single speech
in his two terms in the 'louse. They have a
concocted term for hino - si Congressman
“APIINT. | asked what is the mcaning of
SAPHN, a barangay captain answered “Aga
pa hubog na In Tagalog. “aga pa, lasing
na’. ..

LA A L)

Vice-President Doy Laurel was among
the very few Filipinos invited to the Clinton
inauguration. I don’t know if President
Ramos was even invited kasi our president,
according to some reports did not cven
congratulate President-clect Clinton.
Which, | think is another faux pas. Any-
way the fact that Doy was invited is proofl
that he is still held in high csteem in of-
ficial Washington. I saw the invitation sent
to the former Veep by the Clinton inaugu-
ral committee including the functions he is
invited to attend. There is also a dinner
being tendered in his honor by a group of
congressmen and members of the Clinton
cabinet, Quite an honor, if you ask me. .

LA L2

Jueteng continues unabated in Zambales
despite assurances (rom the PNP leadership

___’—-*_—_
President is right against secret marshals

INMY CORNER..

by RAUL M. GONZALEZ

that jucteng -has stopped. I even wired Gen-
eral Imperial about it but I don't know what
action has he taken. Since they cannot stop
this form of illegal gambling, might as well
legalize it. Then the government can collect
the revenues like in Pagcor because as of
now revenues from jueteng goes only to the
pockets of the governors, mayor and PNP
officers.
L2

Will there be a Cabinet revamp? I bet
you there will be, between now and next
June. First it was Garucho, then it may be
Edel Amante, then it will be Ping de Jesus
although he was given a few months re-
prieve. Who's next kaya? Romulo? Drilon?
Confesor?

LA LR ]

Beer magnate Lucio Tan may soon take
over Philippine Airlines? Who knows? PAL
might become a more efficiently run airline
under Lucio Tan than under the Cojuangcos.

kRS

The death of Charlene Mae Sy during
that so-called “rescue” operation by
Capcom proves only too well that our law
enforcers are inefficient and trigger happy.
They shoot first and ask questions later.
President FVR was correct lu ordering a
probe but let’s hope the probe will bear
results, iindi whitewash.

Joey PAPA (mula sa pahina 8)

daw 1tong kapre ng mga taga-roon. Nang
dumating ang kanyang pinsan na pulis (?).
binunot nito ang baril at pinababa ang taong
nananabako sa puno. Bumaba ang lalaking
gusgusin na parang ‘“taong grasa” al
kinalaun.* ay natuklasang isa palang
nacnanakan . Dito napatunayan ang isang
wosuoihan ng 1se iz wahatang Tsino na si Lao
Tzu - no proper investigation. no right to
speak.

Si Deo Macalma ang isang komentarista

- taga-ulat ng balita na mahusay na napag-
sasama ang kumbinasyong ‘‘magaan ngunit
may haplit” sa mga tiwaling opisyal ng
pamahalaang Pilipino, Murami  akong mga
kaibigan ang nagsabi na madalas sa kanilang
pagpasok ay lihim silang napapangiti sa mga
balita ni Deo. Kung hindi raw nakakahiya na
mapagkamalan silang nasisiraan ng bait ay
ibig na nilang humagalpak ng tawa.

Sa gitna ng kadiliman sa ating paligid
hrownoul, mataas na presyo ng bilihin, £id-
napping, bank robbery. at iba pa—mayroot
pa ring DZRH balita na makakaagapay ng
mahihirap na Pilipino para sa isang
makabayan, maka-Pilipinong pagsusuri,
pagbabalita, at pagbatikos,

ltuloy n'yo ang sinimulan n'yo! Huwag
«'yong biguin ang sambayanang Pilipino.
Mabuhay ang mga kagawad ng DZRH.

Child labor ...

(From page 12)

The situation is equally serious in other
parts of the Third World, according to ILO.

Legions of “economically active™ children
can be found in small workshops. collage
industries. and handicraft undertakings in

wie. A lrica, Latin America, and the Middle
: ey are often described as apprentices
but their training tends to be slight and their
work strenuous.

“They are treated like servants and at times
do not even earn enough for a meal,” la-
ments 11.O. “Safety precautions are negligi-
ble. and children operate acetylene torches,
cutting and piercing tools: they have to work
near furnaces. and perform other dangerous
tasks.”

Boys below the legal mimimum age ap-
pear to be widely employed as casual lab-
orers mainly on building sites in most ol Asia,
Latin America. the Middle East and in South-
ern Europe. according to the study, They are
required Lo elear debris, carry equipment, and
do other odd joos for low wages al sernous
115! ndent i

sl Jnesen pacantrolled occupation

were child labor is prevalent is domestic

service. It is quite often legal to employ
children as domestic help since the minimum
age for this may be 12 or 13, or not pre-

seribed at all, says 1L.O.

“In some countries 1t is common for
children as young as 7 years ... to be brought
from the countryside by people who may or
may not be their parents, and where they are
frequently abused,” says the study.

On the whole, however, agriculture em-
ploys the bulk of working child population.
In Southern Europe, children are employed

as cheap farm hands. They tend animals,
usually for little more than food and lodging.
Many of them are school dropouts or irregu-
lar students.

Hopefully the situation may improve
soon as the UN focuses more attention
on the plight of working children and
on remedial measures to improve their
lot. (DEPTHnews)

AIDS slows...

was roughly 15 million higher than antici-
pated in 1990,

“Despite a total fertility rate that is
currently around replacement level (2.2
lifetime births per woman) and expected
to lall below replacement by the end ol
the decade. China's population 1s pro-

(From page 12)

jected to reach 1.5 billion by 2025.”
says the reporl.

India's population was placed at 880
million. This is 10 million lower than pro-
jected in 1990. Reason: “India’s fertility is
dropping faster than earlier anticipated.
(DEPTHncws)

Minamata revisited . ..

medical services 1s now dilTicult because local
doctors are not tamiliar with the symptoms ol
Minamata Discase. Some patients are discrimi-
nated against because their neighbours believe
the disease 1s contlagious

Some are alraid to declare they are
Minamata Disease patients because they might
be labelled as “lazy.” Some are also unaware
they are alllicted by the discase because they
have little chance to leam about il

As ol December 1989, out of 22 applicants

(From page 11)

in Tokyo, only one was cerlified with the
disease (16 out ol 223 in Osaka, 17 out ol 166
in Kagoshima, eight out of 163 in Kukuoka,
and so on).

Only a handlul of Minamata Discase
viclims have been certified and found
eligible for compensation. Nobody
knows, and nobody will know, how many
more patients have got Minamata Dis-
case and died without knowing the true
cause, (Depthnews Asia)
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Nobody knows how many more patients have got Minamata Disease and -~

died without knowing the true cause

inamata revisited:
roblem isn’t over

(Ms. Ishimure received the
1973 Rumon
Award for Journalism, Litera-
e und Creative Communi-
cation Arts for  her work in
bringing to the attention of the
Japanese the plight of victims
of Minamata Disease. “A shy.
Jrail “honsewife und aspiring
poel. Michiko  Ishimure be-
came a determined
documentarist when "business
with no conscience' allowed
toxic waste 1o pollute her coni-
munity. " the award citation
reads

With a small grant from the
‘Ramon Magsavsay Founda-
lion, she ;'H'()d”(‘t"d an i-‘f’lh”(’
on the Minamata disease, «
pamphlet in English distrib-
uted since 1992 in Japan and
in other Asian countries be-
cause “pollutive Japanese
compunies transferred o other
places.”)

THE CATS were the firsl
to go mad and die.

That was in 1954 when all
the cats died in a small ham-
let of 120 fishermen. [irst
spinning crazily and then sul-
lering from epileplic death.

It started a year before:
lish. birds and cals were seen
1o die an unnatural death. This
was lhe first renort of some-
thing terribly wrong with the
ecology of the Shiranui Sea.
in southern Japan.

More than 35 years later,
the case ol the Minamata
Disease is not over yet, Pa-
tients certified with the dis-
case are denied access to ad-
equale medical care or liveli-
hood reliel. Those still
uncertified are lefl in the cold,

Many victims are now in
pain, disabled and unable to
work. Maimed for lile, they
are excluded Irom marrizge
und denied school. They are
deliberately shunned by rela-
tives and neighbours

Some victims also hide and
disease. fearful ol discrimina-
tion. Some have fled the
Shiranui Sea, and there are
many undocumented cases of
Minamata Disease

It was in May 1954 when
the Japanese government offi-
cially acknowledged the
Minamata Disease, named
after the city in the Shiranui
Sea. Today, most palienis are

Magsavsay

By MICHIKO ISHIMURE

now sultering from the added
pains and anguish ol progress-
g svimptoms and old age

Victims have been steadily
exposed 1o o long catalogue
ol bud language and condem-
nation by politicians, Exam-
ple: “In Kumamoto people
apply lor certification and get
money. | suppose all the
inhabitants of Kumamoto will
soon be certilied as patients
ol Minamata Disease. 1. too.
wish to live in Kumamoto and
be certilied as one.” said the
chairman of parliament’s Ln-
viranment Sub-comnmutlee 1
1979

“| understand that the peo-
ple we met just now al Meisui-
en have a rather low LQ."
said the Director General ol
the Environmenl Agency in
1977, “But these letters are
written very well. | wonder
il those girls have really writ-
ten them.”

Minamata  Discase s
caused by the accumulation ol
methyl mercury in the body
which damages mainly the
cenlral nervous system and the
peripheral nerves. Toxie elllu-
ents — including methyl mer-
cury were discharged un-
treated into the Shiranui Secu
for 36 years, from 1932 to
1968, The ellluents came
mamly from Chisso. a gianl
chemical company based n
the arca.

First labeled as a “strange
discase™ . through the lood
chain poisoning was [irsl
reported inel 956. But the cause
and source was lell unac-
knowledged. Mercury was dis-
charged into the sea while
nothing was done about it

Another outbreak of the
discase in 1965 linally brought
the national government lo
officially recognise in [190¥
that “Chisso 1s 1o blame [or
Minamata Disease.™

A series ol courl Irials and
a third outbreak in 1973 led
to a sudden incrcase in the
number ol victims wanting lo
be certilied they have the dis-
ease. Chisso has also agreed
to pay damages.

The certification process
became clogged with exces-
sive workload. As a result,
many applicants were dis-
qualified. The certification

* {lon

process. in elfeet. greatly
reduced the number ol olli-
crally certilicd patients

It may be said. with a Lur
degree of justice. that the cer-
tilication svstem for Minamata
Discase is intended o deter-
mine who is cligible for
Clhusso compensation instead
ol providing a system ol cri-
feria by which to judge who
is o Minamata Discase palient.

The vriginal “criteria™ have
undergone Ifrequent and radi-
cal revisions with the unfor-
tunate result that. since 1973,
a large proportion ol apphea-
tions submitted has met sum-
mary disnussal

Ihere has remained a long
queue ol unaccepted patients
in need ol immediate reliel:
they are left out in the cold

The 101l number ol local
inhabitants who at¢ mercury-
contaminated lish is estimated
at around 200,000, It is quile
possible that there may be o
lot more latent patients than
have come to light

But a full-scale medical in-
vestigation ol all the local
residents. though advocated by
many. has never been con-
ducted.

The older & patient be-
comes. the worse his symp-
loms grow. lhe average age
ol applicants now stands at
around 60 An increasing
number ol young people. who
have not yet applied Tor olli-
cial certilication. say they also
have Minamata Discase symp-
loms.

Many ol the patients who
did apply have had their ap-
plications left in the balance
for more than |0 years, Most
ol those [ew who were loriu-
nate enough to get their appli-
cations accepted were certified
aller post-morten eximina-
[he patients are unani-
mous in complaining. “Should
we wail until we are dead?”

It is estimated that nearly
300,000 people lived around
the Shiranui Sea since mer-
cury-contaminated ellluents
were dumped into the sea.
Many emigrated since to To-
kyo. Kyoto and Osaka where
they had their [ir$t signs of
the disease.

For them, access to proper

(Page 9, please)
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Before hie got Minamata Discase
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After he got Minamata Discase
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This is a Minamata Discase patient’s notehook. His hands tremble when he tries to
write, In an advanced stage of the discasc, his disability gets worse and what he writes
hecomes quite beyond recognition compared with what he wrote in an earlier stage. This
particular patient used to he fish broker. In 1959 his doctor told him that it was possible
that he had got Minamata Discase, so he went into hospital. The members of the fishing
co-operative he helong to, however, compelicd him to get out of hospital, insisting that
“if we have a Minamata Discase patient in our village, our fish will not sell.”

Republic of the Philippines
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Regional Trial Court of Valenzuela, Metro Manila
Branch 171

IN THE MATTER OF THE JUDICIAL
DECLARATION OF LEGITIMATION

AND CHANGE OF NAME OF THE MINOR
KEVIN CHRISTIAN GARCIA AND
CORRECTION OF ENTRIES IN THE
CIVIL REGISTRY

Sp. Proc. No. 442-V-92

MANUEL P. ERENETA and ROSEMARIE
C ERENETA

Petitioners

X

\\
' AMENDED
ORDER

in a verilied petition dated September 11, 1992, having been filed on October 9, 1992 by the above-named
pelitioners, thru counsel alleging among others, that petitioners are of legal age, husband and wile and are
resident of Apt 10 Halill Complex, 922 Aurora Boulevard, Quezon City, thaton December 22, 1986, pelitioners
then being single. bore a child, KEVIN CHRISTIAN, out of wedlock and al the time ol the child's conceplion,
aither ol the petitioners was disqualilied by any impediment to marry eacn olher, as evidencedby his Centificale
of Live Birth attached 1o the petition marked as Annex “A”; that on June 19, 1992, pelilioners got married in
Catholic rites at the Our Lady of Mt Carmel Shnne Parish, a copy of the Marriage Conltract marked as Annex
“B" of the petition, and petitioner Manuel P Erefeta, in a public sworn stalement, acknowledgedthal said Kevin
Christian s his child by Rosemarie Erefieta, a sworn stalemeni marked as Annex “C” of the petition; that pursuant
1o Article 178 of Execulive Order No. 209, otherwise known as the Family Code ol the Philippines, said child
is considered legitimated by subsequent marriage: thal petitioners have no other children that upon a judicial
declaration by this Honorable Courl of the legilimation of said Kevin Christian, it Is the desire of the pelitioners
1o have said child use the surname "Erefeta” and to have and exercise all the rights ol a legitimate child, and
aneed 1o correct eniries In the record of the child's birth 1o rellect his correct slatus, paternily and name,

It appearing that ihe petition is sulficient In form and subslance, let the same be set lor hearing on June
30,1993 al B 30 a.m , in the session hall of the Regional Tral Court of Valenzuela, Metro Manila, Branch 171,
atwhich date . time and place, all interested persons who may wanl lo oppose the same may appear and show
cause, Il they have any, why the petition should not be granted

Leta copy of this Order be published at Ihe expense ol the petitioners in any newspaper ol general circulalion
throughout the Philippines, o be selected through a raffle lo be conducted by the Executive Judge olthis Coun,
ance a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks, such that the hearing shall not be within four (4) months from the
last publication of this Order, and let a copy of this Order and of the petition and its annexes be served on the
Office of the Solicitor General by the Deputy Sherifl of this Court, al the expense ol the petitioner

SO ORDERED

Valenzuela, Metro Manila, January 4, 1993

(Sgd.) ADRIANO R. QSORIO
Presiding Judge

WE FORUM
Jan, 25, Feb. 1 & 8, 1993
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TOP OF THE NEWS

"Quotas cook up
erratic prices
for Manila rice

BANGKOK Rice i1s a
poliucally-explosive commod-
iy

Almost all Asian coun-
tries, in Jact. seek 1o stabilise
domesuc rice prices. Stabilis-
ing rice prices offers an eco-
nomic ¢ushion for the poor
and puaraniees stable prices
lor larmers

“Stabilisation programmes
substitute for a welfare struc-
lure in countries where It is
impossible to set up a social
security system,” asserts the
State of Food and Agricul-

By JUAN L. MERCADO

ture. an annual report pub-
lished by the UUN FFood and
Agriculture
(FAQ)

The report
things. documenis the slark

Oreganisation

among other
contrast between (he success
achieved by Indonesia in sta-
bilising mnice prices and |
partial fatlure in the Philip
pines
from three laclors
flexibility, timely purchases
and abandoning the strait-
jacket of quotas.
These factors are

I'he contrast stems

financial

pin-

pointed 1n
study nl

4 comparative

rice prive
stabilisation ¢forts by these
Asian coun-

twa Southeast

tries. The study included

mn the FAQ report Com-
pares the tmck records o two
savernment agencies: 1he

.

wabronal  Food VUEnority

tNFA) 10 Manila

and the
Bureau ol
N Jakarti

“NEA has not been tully

effective at controlling pro-

Logistics |}{;;'..-__-|

ducer and consumer prices.”

the FAO study says. In con-

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Makati, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BANCO FILIPINO SAVINGS AND
MORTGAGE BANK,

Mortgagee/s,
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as
amended by ACT 4118

= Versus -

EDURINA S. ALVAREZ, represented by her
Attorney-in-fact REGINALDO A.
ALVAREZ,

Mortgagor/s,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Morigage under date of 13 Oclober 1975, executed by
mortgager/s EDURINAB ALVAREZ, represented by her Attorney-in-fact REGINALDO A. ALVAREZ, in favor
ofthe morigagee/s, BANCO FILIPINO SAVINGS AND MORTGAGE BANK, to salisly the martgage indebled
ness in the amount of P16% 893 .71 PESOS, in Philippine currency, with interest, penally, altorney's lees and
otherchargestogether with alllawlul lees and expenses ol loreclosure sale, the Ex-Oflicie Sheriff of the Reglenal
Trial Count of Makati, Melro Manilathru the undersignedsenior deputy shenif hereby announces thal on January
25,1993, al 10:000'clock in1he moming or soon therealter, in front ol the Main Entrance ol the Municipal Building
ol PARANAQUE, Metro Manlila, he will sell at public auction to the highes! bidder and for cash, in Philippine
currency the following described real propeny/ies, wilh all its Improvements, 1o wit

TRANSFER CEATIFICATE OF TITLE NO. S-17133

*A parcel of land (Lot 19, Block 16 of the consolidation subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-14259, being a portion
of the consolidation of Lots 1-A-3& 1-A-4 (LRC) Psd-118122 Lols 1-B-3,1-B-1 & 1:B-2, (LRC) Psd-35584, Lots
1-B-4-A & 1-B-4-B (LRC), Psd-70716, Lots 1-B-10-A-1 & 1-B-10-A.2 (LRC) Psd-127466 Lol 1-B-10-B (LRC)
Psd-123126, Lols 4746, 4747, 5052 & 5055, Parafaque Cadasire, L R C Record Nos. 24987, N-27988, N
32820 and N-31768), situated in the Barrio ol San Dionisio, Municipality of Parafaque, Province of Rizal, Island
of Luzon, x x x Containing an area of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY (280) SQUARE METERS, more or less

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined lo investigate lor themselves the liltle/s to the said
real propery/ies and the encumbrances thereon Il any there be

Makati, Metro Manila, De¢. 11, 19982

(Sgd.) PABLO L. SY
Senior Deputy Sherifl

WE FORUM
Jan. 25, Feb, 1 & 8, 1993

RICE: A matter of price.

trast, “Bulog has been able
to defend the stated farmgate
price regardless of the quan-
litative inlerventions re-
quired.”

Insufficient funding has
constrained Manila’s capac-
ity to influence farmgate
prices. This is because the
NFA enters the rice markets
through a cumbersome and
inadequate process. ['or exam-
ple. before imuating pur-
chases, it must receive fund-
ing authorisation from Con-
gress. a process which varies
from year Lo year.

In contrast, the Indonesian
agency does not depend on
annuil government budgel
allocations, Insicad, Bulog
mainiains a permanent line ol
credit, 1t then uses this facil-
ity to linance rice purchases,
storage, fransportation and
cven IIleTIIIli\[I'J]]I\'!_‘ COsls
Rice sales generate sufficient
revenue 1o repay Bulog's
loans

As o resull. Bulog estab-
and the
for defending
floor and ceiling prices re-

lished the capacity
reputation

gardless of quantities or cost
involved.

“Funding flexibility al-
lows Bulog to operate effec-
tively,” the FAO study ob-
serves. “NFA does not have
similar funding support. Nor
does it have a flexible fund-
ing system."”

Bulog purchases and mar-
kets rice through village-level
cooperatives throughout Indo-
nesta. But NFA storage fa-
cilivies are few and far be-
tween, “(They) are concen-
irated in just a few major
surplus areas: the Cagayan
Valley, Central Luzon and
[lotlo.” Outside these surplus
arcas, NFA's influence is
limuted.

NEFA 1s also strapped by
the Philippine Congress Lo a
\'{'.ll]'ly' p!’[)(_"l.ll'l,‘ll'll_‘ln I;li'!::i..'l.
I'his target is expressed as a
percentage of total domestic
production, But given its lim-
ied capacity, NFA cannot
always accept all the rice that
1s offered.

“In the Philippines, pri-
vate traders merely wait
until after the NFA exhausts
its limited funds.” the FAO
study notes. These traders
then enter the market to buy
and sell at prices uncon-

nected to floor and ceiling
prices.

In Indonesia, Bulog an-
nounces floor prices every
October for the main harvest
in May. This allows producers
sufficient time to make invest-
ment and planting decisions.

No such leeway is pro-
vided in the Philippines.
Announcement date of floor
prices varies from year o
year. Worse, the announce-
ment is often released just a
few months before harvest.

I'his does not allow
Filipino farmers a reason-
able amount of time to
influence nvestment de-
1990
floor prices were

cisions. In for ex-
ample
announced just two
months before harvest.
the FAO
study, the experience of In-
donesia and the Philippines
reveals that a successful
stabilisation programme
hinges on three critical ele-
ments: financial flexibility,
timely entry into the rice
market, and reacting to price
signals instead of rigidly
hewing (o quantity targets.
(Depthnews Asia)

According to




Worldwide, over 52 million children are working for

wages not even enough for their meals.

Child labor: A major social problem®

By BERNABE B. PAGUIO

CHILD LABOR has grown to monstrous propor-
tion. It is now a major concern of the United Nations

below 15 years of age — roughly equal to the entir
population of Great Britain or France — are work

hroughout the world,

[herr fast nsing number

and the conditions in which
im their Keeps are. in
“heyvond the

they €1
many inslances,
rcach of labor protection,

says the International |
Organization (1LO) in 4 new

abor

study

CHILD LABOR: Major concern.

In the Philippines. the UN

and the world community.

over 52 million children

Fund (UNEFPA)
has reported that some 3.5

Fopulation

million working children are
homeless and
uncared for. About 85.000 are
street children and 20,000 are
prostituted.

Child labor 1s most wide-
spread in South Asia which

exploited,
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IN METRO M.&NILA

AIDS slows down
population growtl

SOMI

the world™s population by the end of this decade,

MCe, Uik EmMoprapner s

project a4 slower populaton

growth In these countries
The UN

indicates a slower growth in

Latin America than expected

projec Lon also

750 million more people will be added to

incremoent will push the world’s total count to 6.2
|

By GEORGE JAVIER

Ihe

% Mmad \
' Il. N | 1! i i
gn countries are hame | developed regions
about 640 per cent of the world By the vear 2025, world
population, according to the population may reach @
renon whopping 8.5 billion, al
“China and India alone though by that time the
make up 38 por cent of the growth rate would have

bitlion by the turn of the century,
United Nations projection,

according to a new

apulation

nillion
4l ext 23 years
WL 1IN SAvVS

the repont
In the case of China, ils
1 billion pepulation in 1992
(Page 9, please)

ing. Many of them are risking life .

" wage

not even enough for their meals

Y

23 million of such
Africa has 12 mil-
lion Asia has 12 mil-
lon; and Latin America, five
million

Roughly one million more
have been reported in more
developed market economy
regions

Worldwide, the ILO study
notes: "Some 42 million work
without pay in family enter-
prises and particularly family
agricultural plee, in factories
and in the

Some working children are

has about
children

[-ast

fields.”

noi rcpnrlul by statistcal
SUrveys in many countrieés
[he 52-million count is prob
ibly only “"the up ol 1he ice
berg. " says 1LO, On top ol
this. youngsiers who work
and at the same ume attend

schools are uvsually not re

garded as “economically ac

tive™ he

il counte
in the surveys
In i1s survey of Asia
areas, [LO foums
working conditions of chil
dren generally deplorable. |
says

* ..Children, and speciali®y
girls, constiute a great par
of the work-force. Small
undernourished children arn
working long hours, se

days a \\-.Lk for a pnuh
They indl tn nups vid

industrial

survey make or pack bottles

ITCLS xules, sweels, bis
1l sealood, In one Irm
wdul were hiring chile
eipers” eiher at a troctior
what they actually earn o

il pice i

» (gl

1992

PRESENT PACE

TE GAINS MADE B8 4
THE WORLD THE
GLOBAL POPULATION CONTINUES TO GROW FAST,

PROGRAMS ARDUND

RE WILL SE

‘1(5 48 BiLLION

) EARTH BY

1O BiLLION

<THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR ALLOWING
POPULATION TO GROW AT ITS

DEPTHnews
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