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EDITORIAL

Pluralizing Fields of Practice as Arena
for Global South Decolonization

This issue covers three communities of practice that crack
a window of understanding on how the contingencies of
the Global South are decolonizing and transforming their
respective fields. Crucially, the contingent conditions and
social forces driving the transformation of these fields are
simultaneously breaking the modalities in these practices while
remaining attuned to their universalizing values.

These breaks transcend binary thinking of decolonization
as a matter of separation of westernizing and non-westernizing
conceptions of practice. Rather, within and beyond the
contingent streams of the Global South experience, these
communities of practice diversify in ways that unravel the
hegemony of singular methodologies and modes of engagement,
facilitating a pluralization of their modalities in principle
and practice.

One illustrative point by which this pluralization unfolds
is the transfiguration of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)
from the skeptical view of it as an obscured, untrustworthy
wellness practice limited to the minority Filipino Chinese
sociocultural group to a wider public following during and in the
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aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.In the article, “Assessing
Knowledge, Attitudes, and Consumption of Traditional
Chinese Herbal Medicine among Filipinos Post COVID-19
Pandemic,” Jane Yugioksing tracks how TCM became favorably
viewed as a primary care option in the northern, central, and
southern regions of the country in ways that signal some shift in
medical trust.

In the field of music, analyzing the contextual patterns of
tonal systems of Global South composers offers an opportunity
to expose and untangle the hegemony of classical and
contemporary musical tonality and its post-tonal trajectory.
Mark Jericho Pacia, in “Music Post-Westernism: From Tonal
and Post-Tonal Hegemony to Multipolar Decolonization,”
argues for an analytical frame that values the transcultural
multipolarity of music and scholarship through the concept of
“Post-Westernism” as a vital decolonizing field of thinking.

Finally, the practice of freelance work is examined as a
precarious site where livelihood, freedom, and creativity
are negotiated and renegotiated shedding light on a better
understanding of the characteristics of this area of labor. In
their contribution, “Kalayaan, Hanapbubay, and Pagsisibat:
A Conceptual Unpacking of Freelance Work in the
Philippines,” Theresa Anne Nadine Rellamas and colleagues
dissected and reframed freelance work beyond the notion
of it as an alternative labor arrangement. As they observed,
freelance agents carve out meaningfully symbolic spaces and
act alongside brutal socioeconomic forces, allowing them to
integrate, resist, and find creative means of survival in a capital-
driven production environment.
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