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EDITORIAL

Algorithms, Obscurity, and Disparities:
Concurrent Dynamics of Individuality and Collectivity

Rapid inroads of digital communication technology into
personal spaces are transforming the platforms of public
discourse with implications to conditions shaping empowerment
and marginalization. In these digitized platforms, spaces for
empowering individuals are expanding but the algorithmic
filters of communication technology are also pushing collectives
of marginalized communities of the Global South into the
sidelines or outright obscurity.

Off the realms of the algorithms, long-standing cultural
values defined by collective reciprocity continue to sway the
micro-spaces of intimate kindred relations caught in persistent
conditions of financial precarity. In such a situation, lasting
values simultaneously take shape as a creative cultural tactic
of dealing with precarious socio-economic conditions but also
individualized burdens engendered by deeply embedded and,
thus, unspoken social disparities.

This issue deals with two enduring themes of Global South
contradictions, the tensions between the collective and the
individual in the digitized spaces of discourse and the familial
values of responsibility. On one end, two articles examine the
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transformative and fragmentary implications of digital technology
in the publics of journalism and the feminist movement in
Indonesia. On the other end, the deep collective ideology of
obligation is placed under scrutiny in a study of the enduring sense
of gratitude defining the everyday lived experience among some of
the firstborn children in the Southern Philippines.

Senja Yustitia and Firly Annisa sifted through the shifting
patterns of news production and circulation pursued by a
couple of Indonesian online media organizations. The authors
observed how news delivery and presentations were being
transformed from universally shared facts-based news elements
and values to stories targeted to specific publics driven by user
needs, traffic generation, and personalized preferences. This
development in turn set a condition wherein journalism is being
deinstitutionalized as a public square of discourse and is opening
potential for fragmenting spaces for discussing, viewing, and
learning critical issues from human rights to speaking the critical
truth to power.

Muria Endah Sokowati and Sitti Amar Azizyah Puthe
Taliu tracked feminist social media accounts and learned how
their interests, positions, and backgrounds fragmented the
larger cause of broader women empowerment and undermined
goals of fostering feminism knowledge. These patterns in
cyberfeminist formation and engagement raise questions on
the paradoxical value of digital communication technology as
a space of simultaneously feminist voices but also generating
new inequalities as it privileges those individual advocates in
positions of power within the movement.

Overarching discussion on the cleavages of individuality and
collectivity are extended to culturally informed domestic spaces
beyond the digitized world of discourse in the work of Mary
‘Therese Lasanas and co-authors. The authors look into everyday
expectations and pressures for adult firstborns to carry out the
duties of providing financial and moral support for their parents
and siblings, exposing the tensions between the collective sense
of obligations and the desires for individuation. The dynamics
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of meeting social expectations and individual sense of family
duties are dissolved as the firstborns themselves ideologically
internalize reciprocity-driven debt of gratitude and collective
family interests as their own individualized aspiration.

'The contradictions and resolutions of the sense of collectivity
and of individuality in both digitized and cultural spaces of
reciprocity featured in this collection offer a window for seeing
how consequential actors in this corner of the Global South
navigate, integrate, and contend with the underlying pressures
and productive implications of fast changing terrains of the
contemporary world.
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