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SELECTED THEATER PRODUCTIONS
JANUARY—DECEMBER 2015

SA ISANG MADILIM, FB NA MAPANGLAW | Jan 14-24 @ Rizal Mini
Theater, Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights,

Quezon City.
Dir: Jethro Tenorio. Entablado.

TIME STANDS STILL / Jan 30—Mar 8 @ Whitespace, 2314 Chino Roces
Ave. Extension, Makati.

Dir: Rem Zamora. Red Turnip. Written by Pulitzer Prize winner Donald
Margulies.

The play is “rather a carefully crafted (and yes, entertaining) dialectic about
what people want out of relationships, what they want from their media,
and what they want out of life,” according to Scott R. Garceau in the

Philippine Star (Feb 18).

GODOT5: FIVE RUMINATIONS ON SAMUEL BECKETT’S ‘EN
ATTENDANT GODOT’ | Feb 3-21 @ Blackbox Theater, Ateneo de
Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.

Dir: JK Anicoche. Tanghalang Ateneo. Written by Samuel Beckett, with
alternating shows in Filipino translation made by Guelan Luarca.

The production featured five different casts, described by Exie Abola in
the Philippine Daily Inquirer (Feb 28) as “(with one glorious exception)
a frustrating hodgepodge of missed opportunities, of unexplored
possibilities.” Of Luarca’s Filipino translation, Abola remarks: “suitably
fine text, traversing language registers with ease.”

BILANGGO NG PAG-IBIG | Feb 11-Mar 1 @ Wilfrido Ma. Guerrero
Theater, Palma Hall, University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City.

Dir: Jose Estrella. Dulaang UP. Written by Rody Vera and based on “Un
Captif Amoureaux” by Jean Ganet.

168



Perspectives in the Arts and Humanities Asia 6.1 (2016): 168-176

FRINGE MANILA | Feb 12-Mar 1 @ De La Salle University, Saint Benilde

Campus.
Festival Dir: Andrei Pamintuan.

TUNGKOL KAY ANGELA | Feb 12-13 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute,
Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.
Dir: Banaue Miclat. Detiyero Theater Commune. Written by Joshua Lim So.

ARBOL DE FUEGO | Feb 20-Mar 15 @ PETA Theater Center, No. 5
Eymard Drive, New Manila, Quezon City.

Dir: Loy Arcenas. PETA. Adapted into Filipino by Rody Vera from Anton
Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard.

According to Cora Llamas of Philippine Daily Inquirer (March 7),
“Throughout the nearly three-hour performance of this slice-of-life
drama, the audience is captivated by the rousing combination of an
ensemble of actors who make their characters breathe, and the poignant
relevance that Vera’s adaptation brings to the script. Chekhov’s story of
an embattled upper class family who loses simply because they cannot
cope with change acquires a powerful local color that is hard to forget.”

JUEGO DE PELIGRO | Feb 20—Mar 8 @ Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino,
Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.

Dir: Tuxqs Rutaquio. Tanghalang Pilipino.

Elmer Gatchalian’s adaptation of Pierre Choderlos de Laclos’s Les Liaisons
Dangereuses sets this story of intrigue and manipulation in nineteenth-
century Philippines.

INTO THE WOODS | Feb 21-Mar 15 @ Kasalikasan Garden, Crescent Park
West, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.

Dir: Joel Trinidad. Upstart Productions.

A popular Broadway musical written by Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine,
the play was staged in the outdoor area of BGC. According to Ma. Glaiza
Lee of Interaksyon.com (Mar. 4), “[Upstart] utilized the area wisely,
making good use of the garden’s topography to create various scenes. The
garden wasn’t just the venue or the backdrop, it’s a vital part of the story.”
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THE SOUND OF A VOICE | Feb 26—Mar 5 @ Blackbox Theater, Ateneo
de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.

Dir: Missy Maramara. Atenco Fine Arts Program. Written by David Henry
Hwang.

The production observed the playwright’s Japanese conceit using silence and
stillness to explore folklore’s themes of death and desire.

HARING LEAR | Feb 27-Mar 8 @ SDA Theater, College of Saint Benilde,
Manila.

Dir: Nonon Padilla. Studio Connections International.

An adaptation of William Shakespeare’s King Lear into Filipino by Bienvenido
Lumbera, and originally staged at PETA in 2014, with set and costume
design by Gino Gonzalez.

LA CAGE AUX FOLLES | Feb 28—Mar 29 @ RCBC Plaza in Makati City.

Dir: Robbie Guevara. 9 Work’s Theatrical. Written by Harvey Fierstein and
Jerry Herman.

A musical about pushing the boundaries of love and acceptance, La Cage aux
Folles features seasoned theater actor Audie Gemora as Albin and film-
television actor Michael de Mesa. Guevara was quoted by Trisha Macas
of GMA News (Feb 12): “Watching these two rehearse even if they’re
still holding their script is like watching a master class.”

4000 MILES | Mar 6-29 @ Onstage Theater, Greenbelt 1, Legaspi Village,
Makati City.
Dir: Bart Guingona. Repertory Philippines. Written by Amy Herzog.

RASHOMON | Mar 20-22 @ Teatro Huseng Batute, Cultural Center of the
Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.
Dir: JK Anicoche. Sipat Lawin. Written by Guelan Varela-Luarca.

MARCO POLO: AN UNTOLD LOVE STORY / March 25-26 @ CCP
Tanghalang Nicanor Abelardo, Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas
Blvd., Manila.

Dir: Rogelio Saldo Chua. Artist Theater Company. Written by Rogelio Saldo
Chua.

A new musical exploring the humanity of Marco Polo and his fascination
for Asia.
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RUN FOR YOUR WIFE | Apr 10-May 3 @ Onstage Theater, Greenbelt 1,
Legaspi Village, Makati City.
Dir: Miguel Faustmann. Repertory Philippines. Written by Ray Cooney.

BITUING WALANG NINGNING: THE MUSICAL | Jun 17-Jul 15 @
Newport Performing Arts Theater, Resorts World, Manila.

Dir: Freddie Santos. Resorts World Manila. Written by Freddie Santos.

Based on the popular Tagalog movie from the 1980s, in turn based on
a komiks novel by Nerissa G. Cabral, this play won six Aliw awards,
including Best Musical Production.

RAK OF AEGIS | Jun 17-Aug 16 @ PETA Theater Center, No. 5 Eymard
Drive, New Manila, Quezon City.

Dir: Maribel Legarda. PETA.

Featuring the songs of Filipino Rock band, Aegis, this musical written by Liza
Magtoto was a popular hit that sold out shows. Its eleven awards from
Philstage in 2014 led to led to three reruns in 2015. Glaiza Lee reports
in Interaksyon.com (June 12): “The musical about the fictional urban
community that has been perennially beset with floods garnered the
Outstanding Original Musical and Outstanding Ensemble Performance
for a Musical awards. Director Maribel Legarda was recognized for
her Outstanding Stage Direction, while Liza Magtoto took home the
Original Libretto award. Actors Kim Molina and Pepe Herrera were both
recognized for their Outstanding Female Lead Performance in a Musical
and Outstanding Male Featured Performance in a Musical, respectively.
The musical’s energetic choreography by Gio Gahol received the nods
of the judges. Rak of Aegis also won another award for the realistic,
everyday-wear costume of its cast, conceptualized and designed by Carlo
Pagunaling.”

VIRGIN LABFEST | Jun 24—Jul 12 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute, Cultural
Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.
Festival Dir: Tuxqs Rutaquio.

DALAWANG GABI | Jun 24—Jul 12 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute, Cultural
Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.
Dir: Jade Castro. Virgin Labfest. Written by Maynard Manansala.
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HINTAYAN NG LANGIT | Jun 24-]Jul 12 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute,
Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.

Dir: Raffy Tejada. Virgin Labfest. Written by Juan Miguel Severo.

According to Orly S. Agawin on Jellicleblog.com (June 27), this one-act
play which features “real-life couple and ballet legends Nonoy Froilan
and Edna Vida . . . examine our desires to close old wounds and revive
forgotten dreams. This wonderful retelling of a love story has Woody
Allen’s wit and Severino Reyes’s experimental settings. It argues that life
may have gotten the better of us, but the next level may still give us fresh
chances and new hopes.”

KUBLIHAN | Jun 24-]Jul 12 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute, Cultural Center
of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.

Dir: Guelan Luarca. Virgin Labfest. Written by Jerome Ignacio.

The play was given an honorable mention for Best One Act Play by the
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

UOD, BUTETE AT SI MYRNA / Jun 24-]Jul 12 @ Tanghalang Huseng
Batute, Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.

Dir: George de Jesus III. Virgin Labfest. Written by Layeta Bucoy.

According to Vladimir Bunoan in ABS-CBNnews.com (July 9), “Uod,
Butete at si Myrna opens with a young man having sex with the town
whore in her shanty and climaxes with another sex scene. Bucoy’s vast
playwriting experience lifts Uod from the other poverty-themed entries
with its tight plotting and well-created characters, brought to life by a
luminous Angeli Bayani and rising star Ross Pesigan. The shock value
was indeed unexpected and effective and the stretched-out ending allowed
the audience to chew on the horror. Uncomfortable yet mesmerizing.”

AUTHORIAL INTENT | Jun 24-26, Jul 2-3 @ Gonzaga Fine Arts Theater,
Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Quezon City.

Dir: Missy Maramara. Ateneo Fine Arts Program. Written by Itamar Moses.

Aya Tantiangco from Spot.ph (June 26) writes, “If you're into the performing
arts, youre bound to remember it for . . . maybe ever. Authorial Intent,
at its core, is rooted in fun. It is in the business of dismantling certain
notions we have of theater, relationship dynamics, and ‘meaning.””
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GULO NG GUGULONG NA ULO [ Jul 1-11 @ Black Box Theater, Ateneo
de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.

Dir: Jethro Tenorio. Entablado. Written by Jerome Ignacio.

According to Andre Orandain from Vantage. TheGuidon.com (July 17),
the play is “a retelling of Ang Sultan Saif and Haring Malupit written
by Severino Reyes. . . . Gulo ng Gugulong na Ulo is set in the island of
Agam-Agam as the king of the land is put on trial for supposedly causing
a storm which threatens to sink the island. . . . The production plays on
a storytelling that, although visual, is defined by an active imagination
to paint the vibrant and chaotic island of Agam-Agam.”

THE NORMAL HEART |/ Jul 3—5 @ the Carlos P. Romulo Auditorium,
RCBC Plaza, Makati City.

Dir: Bart Guingona. The Necessary Theater. Written by Larry Kramer.

About the AIDS outbreak in the 1980s, this production was the Philippine
premier of the play and it came out a week after the US Supreme Court
allowed same-sex marriage across the United States. The production
makes the play relevant to Filipinos by flashing facts about AIDS in the
Philippines. According to Paul John Cana on GMA News Online (July
1), “whatever it is you thought you knew about gay people and HIV
and AIDS, this play will open your eyes and touch your heart like no
pamphlet, lecture or website ever could.”

MABINING MANDIRIGMA | Jul 3-19 @ Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino,
Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila

Dir: Chris Millado. Tanghalang Pilipino. Written by Nicanor Tiongson.

The production was cited as Best Musical in the Original Filipino Material or
Adaptation Category by Philippine Daily Inquirer. “Brechtian, steampunk,
androgyny—these words may initially seem incongruous to a story about
the life and historical role of a revered national hero. But the strength
of this musical is that it immediately makes apparent that such pairing
makes perfect sense,” according to Rome Jorge on inquirer.net (July 18).

MANILA IMPROV FESTIVAL / Jul 8—12 @ PETA Theater Center, No. 5
Eymard Drive, New Manila, Quezon City.
Festival Dir: Gabe Mercado. Silly People’s Improv Theater (SPIT).
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The premier Philippine improv group, SPIT, hosted eighteen local and
international improv groups that came to Manila to conduct daily
workshops and perform improv comedy.

MY FRIEND HAS COME [ Jul 23-25 @ DITO Bahay ng Sining, Marikina.
Dir: Ricardo Abad. Ikarus. Written by Suzue Toshiro.

33 VARIATIONS / Jul 24—Aug 23 @ Whitespace, Makati City.

Dir: Jenny Jamora. Red Turnip. Written by Moises Kauffman.

The production was cited as Best Full Length Non-Filipino Play and Jamora
as Best Director by Philippine Daily Inquirer.

GRUESOME PLAYGROUND INJURIES | Aug 25-29 @ Fine Arts Theater,
Gonzaga Hall, Ateneo de Manila University.

Dir: Missy Maramara. Upstart Productions and Ateneo Fine Arts Program.
Written by Rajiv Joseph.

KANSER@35 | Aug 28-29 @ AFP Theater, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City;
Sept 4 @ Star Theater, Star City; Sept 11-12 @ Cinema 3, SM Southmall.

Dir: Frannie Zamora. Gantimpala Theater Foundation.

The production was given an honorable mention for Best Musical by

Philippine Daily Inquirer.

BREAK UPS & BREAK DOWNS | Sep 23—Oct 10 @ Fine Arts Theater,
Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon
City.

Dir: Reb Atadero. Blue Repertory. Written by Joel Trinidad.

CHUVA CHOO CHOO [ Sep 25-27 @ Power Mac Center Spotlight, Circuit
Makati.

Dir: George de Jesus III. Stages Production Specialist. Written by George
de Jesus II1.

ROBOT UNIBERSAL NI ROSSUM | Sep 30—Oct 17 @ Blackbox Theater,
Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon
City.
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Dir: JK Anicoche. Tanghalang Ateneo. Translated into Filipino by Guelan
Varela-Luarca from the science fiction play of Karel Capek.

MGA BUHAY NA APOY | Oct 2-25 @ Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino,
Cultural Center of the Philippines, Roxas Blvd., Manila.

Dir: Kakanan-Balintagos. Tanghalang Pilipino.

The production was named Best Full Length Play by Philippine Daily Inquirer
and was given 11 citations at the 2015 Gawad Buhay.

SANDAANG PANAGINIP | Oct 6-24 @ Rizal Mini Theater, Ateneo de
Manila University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.
Dir: Jerry Respeto. Entablado. Written by Rene Villanueva.

HARING LEAR (KING LEAR) | Oct 7-27 @ Wilfrido Ma. Guerrero
Theater, Palma Hall, University of the Philippines, Diliman.

Dir: Tony Mabesa. Dulaang UP. A Filipino translation of Shakespeare by
Nick Pichay.

IT’S APRIL, WHAT ARE WE DOING HERE | Oct 9-25 @ DITO Bahay
ng Sining, Marikina.

Dir: Ricardo Abad. Tkarus. Written by the late Rolando Tinio, National Artist
in Literature and Theater.

According to Exie Abola from Inquirer.net (Nov 14), “the play crackles with
a wit and verve we expect of more ambitious material. . . . The script calls
for a verbal dexterity in English many of our actors no longer have, and
its small cast of fine, seasoned performers have it in spades. The longish
one-act play also owes its success to the sure-handed direction of Ricky
Abad, former and longtime artistic director of Tanghalang Ateneo.”

THE HORSE AND HIS BOY | Nov 6-22 @ Meralco Theater, Pasig City.
Dir: Jamie del Mundo. Trumpets. An adaptation of C. S. Lewis’s novel of the
same title.

THIS IS OUR YOUTH | Nov 6-8, Nov 20-22 @A Space Gallery, 5* Floor,
110 Legaspi St, Legaspi Village, Makati.
Dir: Topper Fabregas. Red Turnip.
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URINETOWN | Nov 11-28 @ Rizal Mini Theater, Ateneo de Manila
University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.
Dir: Missy Maramara. Blue Repertory. Written by Greg Kotis.

THE SECRET GARDEN | Nov 20-Dec 20 @ Onstage Theater, Greenbelt
1, Paseo de Roxas.

Dir: Anton Juan. Repertory Philippines. Music by Lucy Simon. Libretto by
Marsha Mason. Based on Frances Hodgson Burnett’s children’s book of
the same title.

UTOS NG HARI | Nov 24-29 @ Blackbox Theater, Ateneo de Manila
University, Katipunan Road, Loyola Heights, Quezon City.

Dir: Ricardo Abad. Tanghalang Ateneo. Devised from Jun Cruz Reyes’s short
story of the same title.

PRINSIPE MUNTI | Dec 9-Dec 13 @ Tanghalang Huseng Batute, Cultural
Center of the Philippines.
Dir: Tuxqgs Rutaquio. Tanghalang Pilipino.

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY | Dec 12-20 @ Power Mac, Circuit, Makati.
Dir: Ed Lacson, Jr. Bit by Bit. Written by Glenn Mas.

SIMARIA ISABELLA AT ANG GURYON NG MGA TALA | Dec 12-20 @
Power Mac, Circuit, Makati City.

Dir: Ed Lacson Jr. Bit by Bit. Written by Eljay Castro Deldoc.

Named Best One Act Play by Philippine Daily Inquirer.

MANIACAL | Dec 15 and Dec 20 @ Pineapple Lab, Palm St, Makati.
Dir: George De Jesus III. Egg Theater Company. Written by George De
Jesus III.

Missy Maramara

Fine Arts Program

Ateneo de Manila University
mmaramara@atenco.edu
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