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EDITORIAL

The Persistent Forces of the Ordinary

From electoral politics to socio-cultural and economic relations, the
forces of the ordinary have had a way of affecting the holders of
power. In recent public discourse, the affective power of the ordinary
is at times referred to in derided terms as a populist acquiescence.
Something enduring, however, is at play in the underbelly of power.
'The ordinary can and has risen as a force with a capacity to reconfigure
the disposition and legitimacy of power.

Documentations of the forces of the ordinary in the underbelly
of power are wide and diverse. When power acquiesces, they do not
simply stand down to populism but are a testament to the persistent
capacity of the ordinary to affect. This issue touches on the force
of the ordinary in generating actions and on some occasion the
repositioning of power in three contexts of Southeast Asian life and
politics.

Leviste examines how politicians engage in an incessant art
of negotiation with grassroots, street-level constituency to build
a sense of trust. In negotiating trust, the politically powerful have
had to navigate and in the process contend with the fragility and
therefore the dynamism of political authority that could not simply
be predetermined authoritatively.
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De Castro takes the thinking around and about the Me Too
movement to the Global South experience with those in possession
of power, factoring in the texture and tensions underpinning its own
contradictions. From such a vantage point, questions are raised to
provoke a response on how possibly the commitment to freedom
and social transformation unleashed by the movement of ordinary
persons standing against power can be scrutinized, reimagined, and
mobilized against the backdrop of sociopolitical and cultural tensions
of this region of the world.

The trio of Satriya, Wahyuni, and Sulastri investigate how a
vulnerable rural community around the Borobudur temple in the
Indonesian province of Central Java struggled to find a beneficial
balance in keeping investment and income flows of mass tourism vis-
a-vis addressing the persistent problems of social disparity, income
distribution inequity, marginalization, and environmental damage
that mark community-based tourism. The community finds some
modicum solutions deep from within their cultural resources, the
everyday wisdom passed on intergenerationally from their ancestral
roots.

'These three contributions partly unpack the value of investigating
the ordinary in the formation of transformational forces. They offer
testaments to the merit of continuing the project of examining the
underbelly of power rather than dismissing them within the confines
of the populism discourse. Understanding the ordinary and the forces
emanating from them stand as a critical and productive agenda in the
examination of the complexities of the Global South.

Jose Jowel Canuday
Ateneo de Manila University
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