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CONTRIBUTORS

Salvador G. Agualada Jr., CMF is a Claretian priest 
who earned his Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology from the 
Loyola School of Theology, Ateneo de Manila University, and 
his Master’s degree in Theology also from the Ateneo. He 
completed his Licentiate and Doctorate in Systematic Theology 
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. Currently, he 
serves as the Dean of the Institute for Consecrated Life in Asia 
(ICLA) and teaches Systematic Theology at both LST and ICLA 
in Quezon City, Philippines. He is the author of six books and 
numerous scholarly articles.

Dom Joseph B. Bulan, SJ, entered the Society of Jesus in 
2015 and is expected to graduate in 2026 with a Baccalaureate 
in Sacred Theology and a Master of Arts in Theological Studies 
from LST and Ateneo de Manila University. He is currently the 
associate director of the Jesuit Music Ministry and has also 
written songs for Himig Heswita, including Kabanal-banalang 
Puso ni Hesus, Aba Ginoong Maria, and Ponme con tu Hijo. He 
recently won Best Recording by a Child or for Children at 
the 38th Awit Awards for his composition “Jesus, Best Friend,” 
performed by the Ateneo Boys Choir.

Junmar Cris N. Caputolan is a seminarian from the 
Archdiocese of Cebu. He is currently in his final Configuration 
Year of formation at San Jose Seminary.

Kevin Stephon R. Centeno, SJ is a Jesuit scholastic from the 
Philippines. He earned his AB in Philosophy from St. Augustine 
Seminary in Calapan City. He joined the Society of Jesus on 
August 1, 2021. He is about to finish his First Studies at the 
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Loyola House of Studies. He has published articles in Rappler, 
The Windhover, and The Way.

La Thi Thu Trang, CMR is a religious of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the World. She 
earned her Bachelor of Arts in English language from Ho Chi 
Minh City Open University, Vietnam, in 2019, and her Master of 
Arts in Theology (Major in Theological Studies) from Maryhill 
School of Theology, Quezon City, in 2023. She is currently pursu-
ing her PhD in Theology, specializing in Systematic Theology, 
at the Loyola School of Theology, Ateneo de Manila University.

Nollen Jed Distor Mendoza, MJ is a professed brother of 
the Missionaries of Jesus. He began his seminary formation 
with the Missionaries of Jesus in 2016 and graduated with an 
AB in Philosophy in 2019. He started his theological studies 
during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. After two years 
of study, he was sent to Guatemala for the Missionary Training 
Program, where he immersed himself among Hispanic and 
Indigenous communities served by his confreres for many 
years. This program significantly deepened his understand-
ing of the language, cross-cultural relationships, and the 
essence of being a missionary. He is currently enrolled in both 
the Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology and Master of Arts in 
Pastoral Ministry programs at Loyola School of Theology and 
Ateneo de Manila University.

Christian Rejano del Mundo, AA is a perpetually professed 
brother of the Augustinians of the Assumption and is currently 
finishing his Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology. He began 
his studies in 2020, at the height of the global health crisis. 
After two years of study, he was sent to France for language 
training and pastoral immersion. While in France, he worked 
closely with refugees and migrants at Caritas Alsace and at 
“Diakonie” in Kehl, Germany, as a volunteer in épicerie solidaire 
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and soup kitchen. His pastoral immersion shaped him as a true 
Assumptionist, working for the extension of God’s reign “in us 
and around us.”

José Abílio Praia, SJ is a Jesuit priest from Angola, 
ordained in 2015. He completed his B.A. Honors at Arrupe 
Jesuit University and the University of Zimbabwe. He pursued 
theological studies at Hekima University College in Nairobi 
and a Certificate in Leadership and Management, as well as a 
First Dan Black Belt in Shotokan Karate. His academic train-
ing is complemented by teaching experience in Tanzania and 
South Sudan, where he integrated language education with 
pastoral accompaniment. He later served as Vice-Rector of a 
diocesan seminary in Angola before being missioned to the 
Philippines for studies at the Loyola School of Theology, Ateneo 
de Manila University. He recently completed his Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology (STL) in Moral Theology, graduating cum 
laude, with a thesis titled “Pope John Paul II’s Vision in Mulieris 
Dignitatem and Ubuntu Philosophy: A Path to Decolonizing 
Women in Angolan Patriarchal Society.” He speaks English, 
French, Portuguese, and Umbundu, and reads Spanish, Arabic, 
Kiswahili, and Kikongo.
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