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EDITOR’S PREFACE

The recently concluded Jubilee Year 2025 was marked by
a striking mix of hope and unease: an exhilarating year that
laid bare both the promise and the peril of our time. On the
one hand, it witnessed the rapid and continued advance of
artificial intelligence, reshaping how human beings work,
communicate, and even discern meaning. On the other, it was
shadowed by the tragic escalation of conflicts in various parts
of the world, reminding us with painful clarity of humanity’s
enduring capacity for selfishness, violence, and division.

For the Catholic Church, however, this Jubilee Year will be
remembered above all as a moment of profound transition and
grace. It was the year in which the Church bid farewell to our
dear Pope Francis, whose pontificate was marked by a relentless
call to mercy, synodality, care for the poor, and responsibility
for our common home. From the beginning of his ministry
as Bishop of Rome, the Jesuit Pontiff consistently urged the
Church to go forth and become a field hospital for a wounded
world, to listen attentively to the voices at the peripheries, and
to rediscover the Gospel’s power to heal, reconcile, and renew.

His leadership reshaped the Church’s pastoral imagination.
Through his emphasis on synodality, Pope Francis reminded us
that the Church is not a closed institution but a pilgrim people
walking together, discerning the will of the Spirit through
prayer, dialogue, and shared responsibility. His concern for the
poor and excluded challenged economic systems that discard
the vulnerable, while his teaching on care for creation called
Catholics to recognize ecological responsibility as an integral
dimension of faith and moral life. In word and deed, he sought
to re-center us on “the first proclamation,” the very heart of
the Gospel: the merciful love of God revealed in Jesus Christ.
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At the same time, it was the year we welcomed Pope Leo
X1V, opening a new chapter in the Church’s pilgrimage
through history. This passage from one successor of Peter to
another unfolded against a world in flux, underscoring anew
the Church’s vocation to read the signs of the times and to
proclaim the Good News with fidelity, wisdom, and hope amid
the unrelenting changes in the global landscape.

Here in Loyola School of Theology, we also witnessed a
quiet but nevertheless significant moment of transition. Rev.
Fr. Renato R. Repole, SJ. took the helm from Rev. Fr. Enrico C.
Eusebio, SJ. on 20 August 2025, ushering in a new period of
leadership grounded in both gratitude for the past and hope for
the future, especially as LST marks its diamond anniversary. In
his inaugural address as the 11'" President of LST, Fr. Repole
acknowledged the legacy he inherits and the shared mission
that lies ahead for all of us: “God surprises us and challenges us
every so often to go into uncharted territories, to stretch our
limits, and to make us grow.” His remark reflects his humble
recognition of the weight and wonder of leadership: one that
is not carried alone, but with the support of community,
tradition, and most of all, divine grace. This transition at LST,
much like the wider transitions within the Church, calls the
community to move forward in hope, rooted in the school’s
rich heritage yet open to new frontiers of theological reflec-
tion, collaboration, and service.

In the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, we
also witnessed a transition in leadership, with Cardinal Pablo
Virgilio S. David passing the mantle to Archbishop Gilbert
A. Garcera, along with the appointment and installation of a
number of bishops in several local dioceses.

Indeed, transitions are an inevitable part of life, arriving
whether we are prepared or not. While we may not always be
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able to anticipate or ready ourselves for them, we always have
reason to be hopeful rather than afraid. Just like the Holy Doors
that close and open in kairos, God’s appointed time, the conti-
nuity in the Church and in life amid these countless transitions
reminds us of God’s abiding fidelity to his people through every
promise and peril. The closing of one door is never an ending
without a future, just as the opening of another is never a
rupture with the past. Rather, these liminal moments embody
the rhythm of salvation history itself: moments of fulfillment
giving way to moments of opportunity, all held together by the
steadfast love of God who guides his Church across the ages. As
with the Holy Doors of a Jubilee, what matters most is not the
door itself, but the faith with which the Church crosses every
threshold, bearing the certain confidence and hope that the
same God who has led her thus far will continue to do so.

It is with these thoughts that we are happy to present to you
this present issue of Loyola Papers, now on its seventh volume
since its revival in 2020.

First in our lineup is “The Place of Touch in Greco-Roman
Antiquity and in the Old Testament” by Dom Joseph B. Bulan,
SJ. In this study, Bulan offers a compelling retrieval of the
sense of “touch” as a vital yet often neglected medium through
which meaning, power, holiness, and social order were embod-
ied in Greco-Roman antiquity and the Old Testament. Drawing
from philosophy, law, medicine, religious practice, and bibli-
cal ritual, the article’s strength lies in its interdisciplinary
scope and conceptual clarity: touch emerges not as a neutral
bodily act but as a performative and communicative force that
establishes boundaries, mediates relationships, and negotiates
access to the sacred. Particularly illuminating is the author’s
comparative synthesis, which highlights both continuity
and contrast between Greco-Roman sensory hierarchies and
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Israel’s covenantal, purity-centered worldview, including the
nuanced distinction between holiness and purity in the Torah.
The study is timely and relevant, contributing meaningfully
to current conversations in biblical theology, sensory studies,
embodiment, ritual theory, and theological anthropology,
while also opening promising avenues for further reflection
on New Testament healing narratives, sacramentality, and
contemporary theological ethics of the body.

Then we have Fr. Salvador G. Agualada Jr., CMF’s “A Critical
Analysis of the Protestant Principle of Sola Scriptura in Light of
Catholic Arguments on the Temporal Precedence of Tradition
and the Formal Insufficiency of Scripture.” The article offers
a penetrating Catholic critique of the Protestant principle of
sola Scriptura by retrieving the Church’s classical teaching on
the temporal precedence of Tradition and the material suffi-
ciency yet formal insufficiency of Scripture. Drawing deeply
from the insights of Yves Congar, and engaging authoritative
voices such as Latourelle, Rahner, Ratzinger and Vatican II’s Dei
Verbum, the study brings out the intrinsic unity of Scripture
and Tradition as a single deposit of faith, along with the crucial
role of the Magisterium. Particularly compelling is the author’s
demonstration that Scripture, while normative and inspired,
cannot be understood apart from the living ecclesial context
that transmitted, canonized, interpreted, and continues to
actualize it. The article is highly relevant for contemporary
ecumenical dialogue, biblical theology, and ecclesiology, offer-
ing both a nuanced response to Reformation-era claims and a
constructive Catholic synthesis faithful to conciliar teaching.
By foregrounding what Congar calls “the whole genius of tradi-
tion,” this work not only clarifies a long-standing doctrinal
divide but also opens fruitful avenues for renewed reflection
on authority, interpretation, and communion within the life of
the Church today.
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Next is “Peace, Hope and the Order of Love: An Augustinian
Perspective on Political Life” by Sr. La Thi Thu Trang, CMR.
A timely engagement with Augustine’s political thought, this
paper highlights its enduring relevance for contemporary
social and political challenges marked by polarization, violence,
and moral fragility. It offers a careful synthesis of Augustine’s
metaphysical, theological, and moral insights, particularly
the concepts of ordo amoris, peace, and hope, as a framework
for responsible political engagement amid the limits of the
earthly city. By situating hope as both a sustaining virtue and
a moral discipline governed by charity, Trang demonstrates
how Augustine’s vision reconciles realism with active civic
commitment, avoiding both despair and naive optimism. Its
careful engagement with Michael Lamb’s interpretation of
Augustine further highlights the critical interplay between
hope and charity, underscoring how theological insight can
guide ethical political action.

This is followed by Junmar Cris Caputolan’s “The Human
Person as Relatio in Joseph Ratzinger’s Logos-Dialogos Theology.”
A timely offering on the 20" anniversary of the election of the
late Pontiff to the See of Peter, this paper explores the human
person through the lens of Ratzinger’s Logos-Dialogos theology,
situating the inquiry at the intersection of Christology, anthro-
pology, and relational existence. Its strength lies in tracing
the historical and theological development of the concept of
personhood, from Augustine’s relational imago Dei, through
Boethius’ individuality of rational substance, to Richard of St.
Victor’s refinement emphasizing love and other-orientation,
before culminating in Ratzinger’s existential and incarna-
tional perspective. Caputolan persuasively highlights how
Ratzinger reframes the human person as inherently relational,
whose existence is both grounded in and directed toward God
through others, making faith, reason, and love inseparable
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dimensions of human self-realization. By showing that authen-
tic human flourishing is inseparable from the Logos made flesh
and framing personhood as dynamic, relational and dialogical,
it calls for a renewed engagement with ethical, ecclesial, and
existential questions, offering a vision of human life fully
oriented toward truth, love, and communion.

We also have “Buddha’s Dhammapada and Jesus Christ’s
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus: Evil, Freedom, and
Divine Justice” by Kevin Stephon R. Centeno, SJ. In this study,
Centeno offers a nuanced comparative analysis of moral evil,
human freedom, and justice through the lens of Buddhism and
Christianity, focusing on the Dhammapada’s chapter on evil and
Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Integrating insights
from Ricoeur and Hick with scriptural and canonical texts,
he highlights how both traditions address the consequences
of moral action while framing human freedom responsibly.
The paper demonstrates the relevance of these teachings
for contemporary ethical reflection, showing that, despite
fundamental theological differences between Buddhism’s
non-theistic karmic law and Christianity’s divine justice, the
two traditions converge on the principle that human actions
have inevitable moral consequences. By linking these insights
to a spirituality of responsible freedom, the paper underlines
how ethical life is both empowered and accountable, offering
practical guidance for interreligious dialogue and joint efforts
toward human flourishing.

We are likewise pleased to feature José Abilio Praia, SJ’s
“The Experience of Women’s Dignity in the Angolan Synodal
Church: A Pastoral Critical Re-Reading of Mulieris Dignitatem
from Angolan Cosmology.” By situating John’s Paul Apostolic
Letter on the dignity and vocation of women within Angolan
cultural cosmology, the study brings to the fore the paradoxical
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tension between the symbolic reverence for women and their
structural marginalization in Angola, revealing how indig-
enous notions of relational, life-giving, and moral authority
can inform a liberative theology. Praia’s critical feminist and
pastoral approach demonstrates the generative potential of the
late Pontiff’s text while exposing its limitations, particularly
in addressing patriarchal ecclesial structures and essentialist
constructions of femininity. With his integration of African
and Asian feminist theological insights, nuanced reading of
Marian anthropology, and call for a Synodal ecclesiology that
is grounded in lived experience, co-responsibility and struc-
tural transformation, Praia presents a vision of the Church in
Angola and the broader Global South that is deeply attentive to
justice, communion, and the embodiment of women’s dignity

as central to ecclesial identity and mission.

For our capstone papers, we are proud to share “Where
Christ Suffers Today: A Christological, Ecclesiological and
Missiological Reflection on Human Suffering from War” by
Christian R. del Mundo, AA and “From Refuge to Communion:
A Theological Synthesis of A Missionary Experience in
Guatemala” by Nollen Jed D. Mendoza, MJ.

Del Mundo’s paper is a powerful theological reflection that
brings Christology, ecclesiology, and missiology into direct
conversation with the concrete suffering of war refugees
today. Drawing from the author’s firsthand missionary and
pastoral experience among displaced persons across Europe, it
grounds theological reflection not in abstraction but in lived
encounter, most strikingly through the haunting image of the
crucified Child of Kyiv and the personal narrative of Nathalia, a
Ukrainian refugee. Timely and urgent, it speaks prophetically
to our world today marked by armed conflict, displacement,
and indifference, offering rich potential for pastoral praxis,
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theological education, and missionary renewal by insisting
that authentic Christian faith must stand at the foot of the
cross wherever it appears today.

Meanwhile, Mendoza presents a concise yet profound theo-
logical synthesis with his missionary experience in Guatemala
as point of departure, tracing a transformative movement
from a “theology of refuge” to a “theology of communion.” By
emphasizing kenosis, dialogue, and reciprocal evangelization,
the author reframes the poor and indigenous communities not
as objects of charity but as privileged sites of God’s presence
and revelation. Both pastorally grounded and theologically
rigorous, he offers timely insights for missionary formation
and ecclesial practice, calling the Church to rediscover mission
as shared life, solidarity, and communion.

Taken together, the contributions in this volume reflect a
Church and an academy attentive to the signs of the times,
unafraid to engage complexity, and deeply committed to
faith seeking understanding in the midst of rapid change and
enduring human struggle. Across diverse themes spanning
embodiment and ritual, Scripture and Tradition, political
life, relational anthropology, interreligious ethics, women’s
dignity, spirituality, suffering, and mission, all of these essays
converge on a shared conviction: theology is most authentic
when it remains rooted in lived experience, ecclesial commun-
ion, and the concrete realities of the world God so loves. Far
from being isolated inquiries, these studies speak to one
another, revealing theology as a dialogical, incarnational, and
hopeful enterprise that bridges tradition and contemporary
questions with rigor and pastoral sensitivity.

As Loyola Papers enters its seventh year since its revival,
may this issue stand as a testament to the vitality of theo-
logical study and reflection at Loyola School of Theology and
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beyond. May it continue to invite scholars, pastors, students,
and readers alike to cross thresholds with faith: to think more
deeply, to listen more attentively, and to act more courageously
in service of the Gospel. In a time marked by transition, uncer-
tainty, and promise, may these pages contribute, in their own
modest way, to the Church’s ongoing task of discernment and
mission, strengthening our hope that the Spirit continues to
guide, renew, and send us forth for the life of the world.

Leo-Martin Angelo R. Ocampo
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