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EDITORIAL

On the Eve of the Pandemic

As this issue is being prepared, governments and authorities
worldwide have restricted the mobilities of billions of people in vast
swathes of the world in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
restrictions generated multiple chains of reactions, implicating nearly
all facets of life at a sweeping scale. Remarkably, the lockdowns have
shut down the engine of production and upended supply chains
triggering a historic scale of income losses that, in turn, have opened
the floodgates of global economic depression.

Economists and world leaders now warn of untold suffering
with the poorer communities and families across the Global South
and some of the wealthier nations bearing the brunt of the anticipated
international economic meltdown. A few assessments indicate that the
pandemic unveiled more than it caused the pre-existing conditions of
widespread inequality and vulnerability that were never addressed by
governments and societies. Questions about the future of freedom,
rights, and justice have been raised amid widespread acquiescence
by citizens to restrictive measures on movements, speech, and other
freedoms in exchange for government action to fight the pandemic.

While threats to the global way of life heighten, other creative
forms of social engagement emerge worldwide as people adapt to the
situation. Digital relations, mediated means of product exchange and
transport, and work spaces are currently being modified. Businesses
are reinventing their products. Supply chains have been recalibrated,
and modes of operations have diversified. New forms of solidarity are
also emerging online and by some other means within and beyond
the digital world. The idea of COVID-19 birthed concepts began
emerging as conditions have demanded alternative ways of seeing
and understanding.
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'The articles in this issue were prepared and not written in the
context of the pandemic, but the points raised can offer a filter by
which some aspects of existing and expected situations can be viewed.
For instance in the piece “Universalizing Local Values Through
‘Lifting Up’,” Fernando N. Zijalcita revisits the depths and the
debates surrounding treatises on moralities such as care, gratitude,
harmony, and solidarities in a Philippine locality to see how else they
could be imagined in thinking about a broader set of human relations.
Drawing from Philippine particularized articulation of dialogues
and the Hegelian dialectics, the piece argues for the mobilization of
situated values as a universalizing framework in collectively adapting
to our shifting circumstances.

In the article “The Digital Age and Its Transformations,” Raul
Pertierra examines how experiences, fears, and claims of a future
dysfunctional social life have shaped and in turn have been
re-shaped by the integration of the real, virtual, and the necessary in
the era of new media technology. Digital communications no doubt
have played a crucial role in preventing the exponential spread of the
COVID-19 virus with work from home arrangements connecting
people meaningfully and the invention of other productive forms of
human relations effectively breaking down the real and the mediated
into coherent dimensions of our interconnected and interdependent
social lives.

In “Updates of Empirical Estimates of Marxian Categories: The
Philippines 1961-2012,” Victor S. Venida presents a historical view of
fifty years of Philippine economic productivity from 1961, detecting
some signs of transition from a landed aristocratic and informal
pre-capitalist economy to capitalist expansion beginning in 2001 to
2012. With the prospective economic disaster at a global scale in the
wake of the pandemic, the points and analyses covered by the article
may yet offer a critical datapoint over which to view the prospect of
Philippine development in the aftermath of the pandemic.

Finally, Aileen del Rosario-Rondilla takes a grounded view
of a labor sector contributing to Philippine economic transition in
“Charming Eyes: Exploring Agency through the Beauty and Makeup
Practices of Salesladies in Metropolitan Manila’s Department Stores.”
'This working class sector comprises the lowly-paid shopping mall
salesladies who wear, embody, and embed their own personal desires,
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subjectivities, and aspirations in the cosmetic items they sell as make-
up consultants to customers who willingly submit to their maquillage
wisdom. The article shows to some extent how salesladies, one of the
more vulnerable professions in terms of healthcare protection, emerge
as sources of knowledge of made-up beauty in the new economy.

As pointed above, this issue does not directly address the
question of how else to think about the socio-political implications
of the COVID-19 contagion across the Global South. The articles
carried here reflect the events and insights on the eve the virus
spread but which may yet offer a vantage point for understanding
the dawning of the post-pandemic world.

JOSE JOWEL CANUDAY
Ateneo de Manila University
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