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The final days of January 2025 were days of grace for 
Loyola School of Theology as it celebrated the silver jubilee 
of its establishment as an ecclesiastical faculty of theology. 
Adding to the solemnity and significance of the occasion, the 
Secretary of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Culture and Education, 
Archbishop Giovanni Cesare Pagazzi, D.D., graced the week-
long festivities with his presence. His participation affirmed 
and strengthened the bonds between the Holy See and LST as 
partners in the mission of theological and pastoral formation, 
forming learned scholars and ministers at the service of the 
Church, especially here in Asia.

In his address, the Archbishop underscored the vital role 
of dialogue in the life of the Church today, emphasizing its 
necessity both ad intra—within the ecclesial community—and 
ad extra—in our engagement with the wider world. He framed 
dialogue not merely as a strategy, but as a constitutive dimen-
sion of the Church’s identity, especially as we strive to walk 
along the path of synodality. The archbishop warned that “the 
theologian who does not dialogue certainly loses the oppor-
tunity to understand the meaning and effectiveness of what 
he has studied and written at his desk.” Without meaningful 
engagement with others—especially those on the peripheries of 
faith, culture, and society—academic theology risks becoming 
insular, disconnected from the lived realities of the faithful.

This message powerfully resonates with the challenge 
issued by Pope Francis in the Preface to Veritatis Gaudium, the 
Apostolic Constitution guiding ecclesiastical faculties and 
institutes of higher learning. There, the Holy Father insists 
that the cries and questions of the people—their suffering, 
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struggles, dreams, trials, and anxieties—are not peripheral to 
theological inquiry, but rather possess a profound interpreta-
tive value. “If we want to take the principle of the Incarnation 
seriously,” Pope Francis writes, “we cannot ignore these ques-
tions.” Indeed, he adds, “their wondering helps us to wonder 
ourselves, their questions question us. All this helps us to delve 
into the mystery of the Word of God, the Word that requires 
and asks that we dialogue, that we enter into communion” (6). 
Theology, then, is not simply about abstract speculation but 
about a shared search for truth grounded in attentive listening 
and mutual openness—hallmarks of a truly synodal Church.

For the theologian’s work to bear true fruit—fruit that 
nourishes the life of the Church and the world—it must be 
grounded in various forms of dialogue. These dialogues are not 
optional add-ons but essential dimensions of a theology that is 
alive, dynamic, and responsive to the signs of the times. First 
and foremost is dialogue with God in prayer, where the theo-
logian listens in silence and awe to the Mystery that is both 
beyond and intimately within us. Then comes dialogue with 
the people, whose lived experiences and questions offer a vast 
and indispensable context for theological reflection. Equally 
vital is dialogue with other academic disciplines, which can 
deepen and challenge theology’s insights, and dialogue with 
other religions, which, particularly in our Asian context, opens 
paths of mutual respect, understanding, and shared spiritual 
wisdom. 

Most especially in the context of the Philippines, there is 
a pressing need for dialogue with the poor, the marginalized, 
and the forgotten of society whose very lives reveal the scandal 
of injustice as well as the hope that boldly springs from resil-
ience and faith. Their voices are not merely subjects for theo-
logical investigation and analysis; they are theological loci in 
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themselves, offering incomparable glimpses into the suffering 
Christ and the liberating work of the Holy Spirit.

In the midst of these complex and sometimes daunting 
tasks that comprise dialogue, the Archbishop’s message offers 
words of encouragement and comfort. He reminds us not to 
fear conflict or tension when it arises, but to embrace it as an 
opportunity for deeper understanding and communal growth. 
“Synodality is built from dialogue,” he says—underscoring 
that every sincere attempt to listen and understand is not only 
a step that brings us closer to the truth but also a step that 
draws us closer to one another in love. In this way, theologi-
cal dialogue becomes not just an intellectual exercise, but a 
spiritual and ecclesial journey of walking together, guided by 
the Spirit of Love who leads us into all truth. 

In this issue of Loyola Papers, we are happy to share with 
you the full text of the address of Archbishop Pagazzi so we 
can continue to reflect on his message as one community. We 
are also proud to feature the following articles as fruits of the 
continuing efforts of our students and alumni to engage in 
various forms of meaningful theological dialogue.

The first paper, “A Critical Re-Examination of Karl Rahner’s 
Grundaxiom: The Axiomatic Unity of the ‘Economic’ and 
‘Immanent’ Trinity” by Fr. Salvador G. Agualada Jr., C.M.F. 
offers a well nuanced and rigorous critique of Karl Rahner’s 
theological Grundaxiom—the foundational axiom asserting that 
“the economic Trinity is the immanent Trinity and vice versa.” 
Drawing from historical, philosophical, and doctrinal founda-
tions, the author questions the coherence and implications of 
Rahner’s grundaxiom, suggesting that it may potentially risk 
conflating God’s inner life with His self-revelation in history or 
what theologians often term as “the economy of salvation.” His 
critique revisits traditional Trinitarian distinctions, arguing 
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that Rahner’s position—while pastorally motivated—may inad-
vertently collapse the mystery of divine transcendence into 
human categories of experience. Scholars and students alike 
will find in this essay a well-argued appeal for preserving the 
ontological mystery of the Trinity without reducing it to its 
temporal manifestation. In the context of dialogue, Agualada’s 
treatment exemplifies the delicate balance between doctrinal 
clarity and rootedness in human experience amid tendencies 
in some current theologies to prioritize existential over meta-
physical truths.

In “Intersecting Paths: Balthasar’s Theological Aesthetics 
and Filipino Ganda in the Poón and Traslación,” Rheadh R. Dela 
Torre explores the convergence of Hans Urs von Balthasar’s 
theological aesthetics with Filipino religious culture, particu-
larly through the lens of the Poón (sacred image) and Traslación 
(January 9 annual procession) of the Black Nazarene (now offi-
cially referred to as Jesus Nazarene, as per a recent instruction 
from the Quiapo Basilica). The article delves into Balthasar’s 
vision of the transcendent revealed through beauty and 
applies it to the Filipino experience of faith embodied in this 
popular devotion. By presenting Ganda—the Filipino notion of 
beauty—as a lived, relational, and often affective expression 
of the divine, the author opens a dialogue between Western 
theological traditions and vernacular Filipino spirituality. This 
article is a significant contribution to contextual theology, as 
it not only affirms indigenous religious expression but also 
challenges academic theology to remain rooted in the sensory, 
symbolic, and communal realities of the people—a particular 
area of theological conversation so dear to Pope Francis.

The following article titled, “The Relationship between the 
Catholic Church and the State in Vietnam: A Journey Towards 
Justice, Charity, and Faith” by Fr. Dao Duc Minh, O.M.I., 
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provides a historical and critical examination of the evolving 
relationship between the Catholic Church and the State in 
Vietnam. Here, he traces how the local Church has navigated 
varying degrees of autonomy, repression, and negotiation 
under different governments, highlighting its resilience and 
adaptability as it strives to journey with the Vietnamese people, 
including their governments, through the various transitions 
as a people throughout their history, in the spirit of synodal-
ity. The article is particularly relevant in understanding the 
complex interplay between religion and governance, offering 
valuable insights for scholars of Church-state relations and 
religious freedom. At the same time, it documents a remarkable 
experience of a local Church in Asia living in actual dialogue of 
life with the people and their concrete realities.

In “Ukrainian Internally Displaced Persons and Their 
Journey of Christian Hope,” Sr. Pamela A. Tuason, C.C.N. 
explores the stories of eighteen Ukrainian individuals 
displaced by the ongoing war, presenting their narratives 
as a unique locus theologicus. Framed through a Ricoeurian 
hermeneutic, the article thoughtfully examines how these 
internally displaced persons confront the trauma, disloca-
tion, and uncertainty of war, while simultaneously nurturing 
emotional, moral, and spiritual bonds across the boundaries of 
exile and origin. In the midst of loss and fragmentation, what 
emerges is a fragile yet valiantly enduring Christian hope—one 
that is rooted in community, faith, and the human capacity to 
find meaning in suffering. Tuason’s work not only sheds light 
on the often-overlooked realities of internal displacement but 
also invites deeper theological reflection on the presence of 
God in spaces of crisis. 

In “Environmental Costs of the West Philippine Sea Dispute in 
Light of Catholic Social Teaching,” Teofilo Giovan S. Pugeda III  
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offers a moral analysis of the West Philippine Sea situation in 
light of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’. In this reflection, 
the author reframes the dispute, not merely as a political or 
territorial conflict but as an urgent ecological and ethical issue. 
Drawing from Catholic Social Teaching, he emphasizes the 
moral responsibility of all stakeholders and calls for proactive, 
restorative action rooted in compassion and justice. The paper 
also critiques the limitations of existing international frame-
works, such as UNCLOS, in fully capturing the intrinsic value 
of creation and argues for a broader, creation-inclusive appli-
cation of ethical principles in ecological crises. Ultimately, the 
paper underscores that solidarity, compassion, and ecological 
stewardship must extend beyond human-to-human relations 
and calls for dialogue and collaboration, even with geopoliti-
cal rivals, to preserve and protect the shared gifts of creation. 
This article is a vital theological and ethical intervention into 
current policy conversations surrounding the West Philippine 
Sea, offering a framework where care for creation becomes 
central to peace and diplomacy.

Next we have “Prudent Cooperators of the Episcopal 
College” (Lumen Gentium 28): An Understanding of the Promise 
of Obedience in the Rite of Ordination to the Presbyterate” 
by Cris Simon B. Abadilla. His theological reflection on 
obedience, grounded on a mystagogy of the Ordination Rite, 
reclaims its meaning as a profound gift rather than a repressive 
constraint. The article underscores that obedience, far from 
being a form of blind submission, is a liberating act that aligns 
the presbyter’s entire life with the mission of Christ—preach-
ing, sanctifying, and governing. Drawing from the teach-
ings of the Second Vatican Council and the insights of Pope 
Francis, Abadilla frames obedience as a reciprocal relationship 
grounded in trust, communion, and shared mission between 
bishops and presbyters. Thus, rather than a hierarchical 
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imposition, obedience becomes a dynamic of cooperation 
where bishops act as fathers and friends, and presbyters as 
faithful co-workers. This theological and pastoral vision calls 
for mutual listening and discernment, emphasizing the crucial 
role of the presbyteral council as a vital space for authentic 
dialogue. In an age where clerical relationships can often be 
strained or misunderstood, this reflection is truly relevant, 
inviting a deeper appreciation of obedience as a cornerstone of 
ecclesial unity and vitality.

Last but not the least, it is our pleasure to feature Shimbo 
Pastory William, C.S.Sp.’s “Negotiating Theological Meaning 
in Contemporary Film” where he explores the theological reso-
nance of salvation as portrayed in contemporary films, calling 
for a discerning Christian response. Shimbo highlights how 
film narratives—often structured around themes of suffering, 
redemption, and the triumph of good over evil—mirror the 
salvific journey central to Christian faith. Drawing from both 
theological insight and media theory, the article demonstrates 
that while secular films often distort or marginalize Gospel 
values, they can also open spaces for dialogue, evangeliza-
tion, and introspection. Theologically, this underscores the 
importance of dialogue between media and theology, culture 
and faith, between individual conscience and communal 
values, and ultimately between the Church and the world. The 
author emphasizes the need for media literacy, particularly 
among young believers, to cultivate critical engagement and 
safeguard the integrity of faith amid pervasive anti-Christian 
narratives. With a synodal spirit, this work affirms that the 
faithful must not only interpret and critique but also contrib-
ute to the evolving cultural discourse, embodying the Gospel 
through a discerning, hope-filled witness in the media age.

For this issue’s synthesis paper, we are pleased to feature 
Septian Marhenanto, S.J.’s “Divine Communication in the 
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Digital Era: A Theological Reflection on Authentic Presence 
and Evangelization” which centers on how divine communi-
cation—rooted in God’s desire for relationship—is revealed 
across salvation history and culminates in the person of 
Christ. In our contemporary digital age, communication offers 
both immense possibilities and pressing challenges. While 
technology enables unprecedented connection, it can also 
contribute to isolation and the spread of misinformation. Yet, 
as Marhenanto insightfully reminds us, grace—like sin—has a 
social dimension, and through the intentional, faithful use of 
digital tools, the faithful can continue to share God’s presence 
in new and powerful ways. As we accompany the digitally 
native Beta Generation, we are challenged to ensure that the 
message of Christ remains both personal and transformative, 
fostering genuine encounters with the Divine in both digital 
and physical spaces.

* * *

In the most recent Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World 
University Rankings by Subject, released in March 2025, 
Ateneo de Manila University once again earned recognition 
among the world’s top universities for Theology, Divinity, and 
Religious Studies—placing in the 101–150 bracket out of 1,747 
institutions globally. This marks the second consecutive year 
that Ateneo has secured this distinction, remaining the only 
Philippine university to be included in the category. Just two 
months after celebrating its Silver Jubilee as an ecclesiastical 
faculty of theology, this milestone serves not only as a moment 
of affirmation but also as a moment of challenge for Loyola 
School of Theology to deepen its commitment to rigorous, 
relevant, and transformative theological dialogue. 

In an age marked by unprecedented complexity, social frag-
mentation, and rapidly evolving cultural and technological 
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landscapes, theology cannot afford to be static, insular, or 
disengaged. Rather, it must rise to the occasion—faithfully 
rooted in the depth and wisdom of its tradition, while also 
boldly and critically engaging with the urgent questions, 
moral dilemmas, and lived realities of our time. Theological 
reflection today must be dynamic, dialogical, and discern-
ing, serving not only the Church but also the broader human 
community in its search for meaning, justice, and hope. This 
demands a theology that listens attentively to the signs of the 
times and responds with intellectual rigor, pastoral sensitivity, 
and prophetic imagination.

May our recent jubilee celebration and this global recogni-
tion renew us in our mission—not only to form competent and 
compassionate pastors, theologians, and ministers, but also 
to cultivate a dynamic, contextual, and prophetic theological 
voice. Such a voice is urgently needed today—one that speaks 
with integrity to the heart of the Church while contributing 
meaningfully to broader global conversations on justice, peace, 
human dignity, and the future of faith in our digital, diverse, 
and deeply interconnected world—ad majorem Dei gloriam.

Leo-Martin Angelo R. Ocampo, O.P.
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