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details will take students of urbanism and urbanization on a roller-coaster 
ride, especially if one considers the fact that the book talks about Metro 
Manila. The strategy is effective since it provides an anchor that readers can 
relate to and allows them to situate their own experience to reach an “Aha!” 
moment. The book’s strategy resonates with how urban sociology talks to its 
readers and students; the researcher, learner, and observer are part of what is 
being studied and observed.

Overall, this book successfully puts forward sensory ethnography and 
auto-geography as strategies in identifying one’s “self-ness” and location in 
the city. Reading Sensing Manila would be a challenge for readers new to 
urban sociology because it covers so many aspects of city life and processes. 
This complex scope is also the reason why it serves as a good introductory 
reading for those who would like to venture into sensory ethnography in the 
city or any space for that matter. Some readers may have to keep tabs on the 
subject of each chapter. Most of the discussions momentarily veer away from 
the senses to emphasize the history and development of each aspect of the 
cityscape. Each chapter begins and ends with the metaphorical discussion of 
the sense and its sense in the city, and in between is a rich joyride through 
the streets of Metro Manila.

George Simmel once asked, how does an individual maintain a spirit 
of freedom amid the overwhelming forces in the city? Devilles’s answer is 
in line with Simmel’s; individuals should use their sense to tune in—taking 
in what is essential for their survival—and tune out—shunning out what is 
irrelevant.

Louie Benedict R. Ignacio
Department of Sociology, University of Santo Tomas

<lrignacio@ust.edu.ph>

J O H N  T .  S I D E L

Republicanism, Communism, 
Islam: Cosmopolitan Origins of 
Revolution in Southeast Asia
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2021. 324 pages.

John T. Sidel’s Republicanism, Communism, Islam presents a nuanced vision 
of revolutionary Southeast Asia in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
The author is the Sir Patrick Gillam Chair in International and Comparative 
Politics at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He has 
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published widely on the twentieth-century politics and history of Southeast 
Asia, with particular emphasis on Indonesia and the Philippines. His latest 
effort is an impressive comparative work encompassing the Philippine (1896–
1898), Indonesian (1945–1949), and Vietnamese (1945–1975) revolutions 
that consciously builds upon and critiques the scholarship on Southeast Asian 
nation making that has emerged in the decades since Benedict Anderson’s 
Imagined Communities (Verso, 1983). It stands in contrast to two strains 
of scholarship in Southeast Asian studies: first, studies in the Andersonian 
vein that locate the origins of regional nationalisms within the innovations 
of colonial modernity; and second, works that minimize the “external” 
and overemphasize insular tradition. Each approach, he argues, can be 
repurposed to perpetuate romantic myths of exceptionalized nationhood. 
Instead, Sidel offers a border-crossing rejoinder, situating the “emancipatory 
energies” (14) of revolution within the “diverse cosmopolitan currents and 
connections” (15) that shaped modern Southeast Asia, with an emphasis 
on how the novel social formations of capitalist modernity—spurred by 
accelerated movements of people and ideas in the late colonial era—gave 
rise to the status–quo-dismantling variants of republicanism, communism, 
and Islam featured in the title. In its focus on cosmopolitanism and global 
interconnection, the book joins a growing body of scholarship seeking to 
explain the composite creation of regional politics and communal identities 
across the twentieth century. 

The first two chapters analyze the Philippine Revolution and will 
be of great interest to readers of this journal. Rather than investigate the 
temporary alliances among ilustrados (urban educated elites), provincial 
leaders, and a mobilized peasantry to explain the revolution, Sidel takes a 
longer view, analyzing the Philippines and its peoples within the rapidly 
transforming economic and cultural landscapes of the nineteenth century. 
Some explanatory factors—such as the interaction between the ilustrados 
and the cultures of radical Enlightenment thought in Europe—are familiar, 
but the book weaves them into a larger framework wherein the Philippines’s 
integration into the global marketplace, Spain’s peripheralization in the 
wider colonial contest, the rise of elite anticlericalism in both Europe and 
the Philippines, and the disruptions of warfare helped produce a Filipino 
revolutionary milieu. In its use of capitalist transitions to explain the 
structural conditions that underwrote sociopolitical change, the analysis is 
reminiscent of James Francis Warren’s seminal The Sulu Zone (Singapore 
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University Press, 1981). Indeed, the chapters are strongest in the ways they 
link political developments in the archipelago to these macrohistorical shifts. 
On the cosmopolitan character of revolutionary thought in the Philippines, 
Sidel’s analysis, with its emphasis on cultural transfer between European 
metropole and Southeast Asia, would be productively read alongside Nicole 
CuUnjieng Aboitiz’s recent interventions, which center inter- and pan-Asian 
currents in the revolutionary years. 

Chapters 3 through 7 identify the Indonesian Revolution as the 
outcome of a cosmopolitan dialectic among Islamic modernities, communist 
mobilizations, and nationalist imaginations in the late colonial East Indies. 
Both Islam and communism were globally inflected, emanating from the 
Greater Middle East and the young socialist republics, respectively, and 
coalesced and competed at separate times as they were shaped by (and in 
turn shaped) connective transportation and communications technologies, 
increasingly literate populations, new associational impulses and forms of 
feeling, and the politics of reform and revolution that sprung from aqueous 
pilgrim trails, Hadhrami reformist education, political and military tumult in 
East Asia, and the revolutionary impulses of the interwar period. Conflict—
the silent fourth partner of the title’s triumvirate—produced new openings 
for nationalist leaders like Soekarno and Islamic groups like Masyumi, 
which fused prewar Islamic movements with the patronage of the Japanese 
occupiers. Particularly excellent is Sidel’s illustration of how revolution 
unfurled after the Second World War, when hobbled state sovereignty created 
opportunities for transformational imaginaries to militarize local struggle 
throughout the islands. Here, the book embeds the immediate sociological 
conditions that made revolution possible within longer-term structural 
shifts created by globalized commerce and culture and demonstrates how 
transnational forces both mobilized revolution and ultimately circumscribed 
its most vigorous expressions in postindependence Indonesia.

Vietnam’s durable—and ultimately successful—revolution is centered 
in chapters 8, 9, and 10. The early modern eastern Indochinese Peninsula 
experienced “Sinographic cosmopolitanism” (209) and trade intensifications 
emanating from southern China and the Nguyen Dynasty’s inland–upland 
consolidationist drives. After the French arrival in the 1850s, these phenomena 
overlapped with familiar features of colonial capitalist integration: increasing 
urbanization and labor migration; an escalation of foreign capital and links 
to world markets; and the cosmopolitan emergence of a proto-national sense 
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of “Vietnam” that accelerated through interethnic hybridization in growing 
cityscapes, increasingly literate urban populations, and inter- and trans-
colonial intellectual exchanges. This complex of regional and global features 
bound Tonkin, Annam, and Cochinchina and provided, as in the other case 
studies, the grist for revolutionary mobilization. Windows opened by a slew 
of conflicts in the latter nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (the Sino–
Japanese War, the Chinese Revolution, the First World War, and the Russian 
Revolution) allowed key figures like Phan Bội Châu and Nguyễn Ái Quốc 
(Ho Chi Minh) to grow their movements, with the latter ultimately using 
Guangzhou as a key site for cadre-building exercises. These chapters are 
at their most insightful, however, when analyzing the particularities of the 
Vietnamese experience that created a lasting revolutionary infrastructure, 
including a lack of nationalist alternatives during the Vichy–Japanese 
alliance during the Second World War and deep logistical and military links 
between the People’s Army of Vietnam and the People’s Republic of China 
after 1949.

While an overall impressive achievement, the book does falter at points. 
The reader does not, for instance, get a strong sense of the ways in which 
the revolutions spoke directly to each other above and beyond the titular 
mobilizing features and the global structural shifts that permitted their 
emergence. Were there intergenerational memories of revolution within 
Southeast Asia, rather than just composites emerging from the most recent 
global conflagration? Did Javanese Muslims consider the extended rebellions 
of their coreligionists against US colonial rule in Mindanao and Sulu as 
they articulated paths forward in the interwar period? Did the post-1945 
Indonesian experience inflect the politics of Viet Minh activists? The final 
chapter provides strong comparative analysis, of course, but the individual 
case studies occasionally feel connected (via variable multidirectional flows 
between peoples and polities) to everything else besides one another. Perhaps 
there is space for another volume on permeable and transmissible cultures 
and memories of revolution within Southeast Asia.

In sum, Republicanism, Communism, and Islam is an extended and 
convincing case for why cosmopolitan connection—rather than nascent 
nationalism—should inform our understandings of these revolutionary 
histories. It draws from an enormous amount of contemporary scholarship 
on Southeast Asian history in its reframing of revolutionary energies, 
and the results are tremendous. The book is at once a trenchant case for 
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centering globality in revolutionary state formation, an elegant synthesis 
of the dynamic literature on cosmopolitan currents in modern Southeast 
Asia, and a useful guide to the revolutions under study. It will be invaluable 
to researchers from a range of disciplinary backgrounds within Southeast 
Asian studies and beyond.

Oli Charbonneau
School of Humanities, University of Glasgow

<Oliver.Charbonneau@glasgow.ac.uk>

C H A R L I E  S A M U Y A  V E R I C

Children of the Postcolony: Filipino 
Intellectuals and Decolonization, 1946–1972 
Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2020. 241 pages.

Charlie Veric, poet, curator, scholar, and associate professor in the 
Department of English at the School of Humanities of the Ateneo de 
Manila University, has written a complex and complicated book. Divided 
into three sections, this work is also quite idiosyncratic in its layout and 
argumentation. Its genesis begins with essays written on various authors; in 
hindsight a framework is then constructed to integrate this tapestry of essays 
into a coherent and unified portrait of the history of knowledge production 
in the Philippines. The two framing categories are postcoloniality and 
decolonization, which are then brought into play together in order to tease 
out their relationship(s) in the Philippine context. The author draws a lot of 
inspiration from the writings of other authors in similarly placed historical 
contexts, but he ends with highlighting the particularity of the Philippines 
vis-à-vis other articulations of postcoloniality and decolonization.

The three parts of the book are the following: 1) a seventy-five 
page introduction that outlines a history of institutions of postcolonial 
knowledge production, specifically three that the Ateneo de Manila 
University has spawned—the journal Philippine Studies, the research-
oriented Institute of Philippine Culture (IPC), and the publishing 
unit Ateneo de Manila University Press; 2) five essays that follow five 
figures, respectively—Edith Tiempo, Fernando Zobel, Bienvenido 
Lumbera, Epifanio San Juan Jr., and Jose Maria Sison; and finally, 3) a 
fourteen-page coda meant to pull the strands together in order to present 
the author’s view on the relationship between postcolonial knowledge 
production and the historical process of decolonization. It is clear from 
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