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Working Around Public Policy Towards a Grounded, Filipinized Philosophy

Education

Ysabella Margarette M. Zureta | Ateneo de Manila University, Philippines | ysabella.zureta@student.ateneo.edu

ABSTRACT

Amidst a backdrop of highly Westernized philosophy education in the Philippines and the
continuous disregard of Filipino philosophy as philosophy, FPA Demeterio III relegates the
question and debate of the existence of Filipino philosophy as “retrogressive.” He instead
creates a grand taxonomy of Filipino philosophy that enumerates twelve forms of the
discipline, which he whittles down to five forms with highly developmental potentials for
both scholars and teachers alike to dedicate their study to.

My study then attempts to answer the following research question: Is the present
state-recommended undergraduate philosophy curriculum in the Philippines capable of
developing Demeterio’s articulation of the five forms of Filipino philosophy with high
developmental potentials? This study will compare Demeterio’s taxonomy to the
state-recommended undergraduate curriculum of the Commission on Higher Education, if it
can be able to support Demeterio’s framework on its own, or push for a reform.

Existing public policy in the Philippines recommends the study of Filipino philosophy
as a “philosophical investigation of the existence of [Filipino philosophy],” not presupposing
its arguably already established philosophy in the country. State-recommended curriculum, as
well as curriculum of top universities in the country, place primacy on Western philosophical
canon, often overshadowing the study of Filipino philosophy, and subsequently,
undergraduate research interest on the topic. This, along with the defeatist attitude of some
Filipino scholars in talking about the discipline itself, is an unproductive way to develop the

discipline, especially among young, budding philosophers in the Philippines.


mailto:ysabella.zureta@student.ateneo.edu

This paper explores the possibility of working around public policy to better improve
the way philosophy is being taught in the Philippines that puts Filipino philosophy at the
forefront. In doing so, it is imperative for me to utilize the current structure of the curriculum.
A complete overhaul of such is a highly bureaucratic process that would cause more delay
than productivity. In my study, I find alternative ways of philosophizing on Filipino thought,
following the five forms of Filipino philosophy with high developmental potentials. I have
found that an interdisciplinary way of philosophizing, that is, philosophizing on Filipino
literature, history, anthropology and other disciplines of study, can be a way to further
develop Filipino philosophy. It can be seen that core subjects or general education courses in
college can be utilized as a way to philosophize in the Filipino context amidst a highly
Western philosophy curriculum. By the end of the study, I propose a “liberation framework,”
which seeks to liberate philosophy education in the Philippines from its Western
underpinnings and prove obsolete and irrelevant the debates on the existence of Filipino
philosophy. This framework would aim for the formation of students in Filipino philosophy
that have a sense of the Filipino identity in their philosophizing, representative of the Filipino

wonder, and celebrates the Filipino sensibilities.



Following a surge of nationalistic thought brought about by the Martial Law period in the
Philippines during the early 70s and 80s, several disciplines, including philosophy, underwent
“Filipinization.” Teachers in colleges and universities at the time started to reject previously
set Western and colonial standards of education and started adapting fields to the Filipino
context. For philosophy, Fr. Roque Ferriols, SJ from the Ateneo de Manila University, started
teaching philosophy in the Filipino language. While he was adamant that he was not forming
a “Filipino philosophy,”' his pioneering move to contextualize philosophy in the Philippines
was caught on by other Filipino thinkers. Dr. Florentino Timbreza also taught in Filipino and
published articles on Filipino thought. At that same period of time, Leonardo Mercado started
to write on Filipino Philosophy. A decade later, Dr. Emerita Quito wrote a monograph on the
state of philosophy in the Philippines. Others followed in their footsteps. Eventually, Filipino
philosophy grew as a discipline that spans several generations of thought, with earlier
thinkers hoping that the future of the discipline would live on with present generations.

Upon observation, however, it would seem that there is a dwindling interest in
research and academic careers among undergraduate students, especially when it comes to
research in Filipino philosophy. Most students enter into the program either for ecclesiastical
formation or with the intent of preparing for law school. If they do exhibit an interest in
research, their research focuses mostly on explicating Western thinkers and theories. Very
little research has been done by undergraduates (and even those in the postgraduate
programs) about philosophy in the Philippines. I posit that this disinterest can be attributed to
the formation of students in the discipline.

At present, formal formation in philosophy starts on the undergraduate level.
Bachelor’s degrees in philosophy are designed to give students fundamental knowledge on

philosophy—its history, theories and critiques—toward shaping them to become critical (and

' Roque J. Ferriols, “A Memoir of Six Years,” Philippine Studies 22, no. 3/4 (1974): 339.



hopefully, philosophical) thinkers. For Philippine philosophy education, the majority of
schools that offer philosophy programs follow the Commission on Higher Education’s
(CHED) recommended curriculum as a framework for the formation of students. Arguably,
there is very little leeway to develop Filipino philosophy, given CHED’s recommended
curriculum, as it is heavily rooted on Western tradition and standards, as well as explicitly

denying a presupposed existence of Filipino philosophy.

This paper will thus examine the current state-recommended curriculum of the undergraduate
Philosophy program, if it currently has the capacity to equip students with the necessary
knowledge and skills to develop Filipino philosophy. I will first explicate the brief
background of a Westernized, colonial education. This will be followed by a discussion of
Feorillo Demeterio III’s five highly developed forms of Filipino philosophy, which is the
main framework of comparison against the current state-recommended curriculum for
philosophy. After comparing Demeterio’s framework to the curriculum, I will then discuss
the proposal of employing an interdisciplinary approach to teaching philosophy. 1 will
conclude with a liberation framework, which seeks to liberate Philippine philosophy
education from its Western underpinnings and promote a Filipino approach to teaching and

learning philosophy for the furthering of Filipino and indigenous philosophy.

Western Underpinnings of Education in the Philippines and the Filipinization
Movement

The Philippines has long been haunted by its colonial history—from the three centuries-long
colonization by the Spaniards, to the ever-present imperialism of the United States. The
country’s past has bled through the present, not only with a permeating colonial mentality

that spans across all aspects of the Filipino culture, but also with its education system that



takes influence from its colonizers. Top universities from the country trace their roots back to
its establishment by both the Spaniards and the Americans. Curricula and pedagogy are
continuously being revised to serve international standards and foreign interest.

Some of the first universities established during the colonial period with established
philosophy programs are patterned after Western tradition. The University of Santo Tomas,
established during the Spanish colonization and is the oldest existing university in the
Philippines, has its roots in the Scholastic-Thomistic school of thought.? Jesuit-run Ateneo de
Manila University is focused on the phenomenological tradition.* The University of the
Philippines, founded during the American colonial period, bears the Anglo-Saxon, analytical
philosophical tradition.* These universities are also among the top universities in the
Philippines, with CHED naming them Centers of Excellence in Philosophy, paragons and
catalysts of philosophy education that other universities and colleges should strive to emulate.

Renato Constantino has already decried “The Mis-education of the Filipino,” that
critiques the underlying colonial agenda in the Philippine education system, mainly used by
Americans when they colonized the Philippines. He writes, “Education, therefore, serves a[s]

5 American forces introduced public school systems

a weapon in wars of colonial conquest.
to “pacify” the Filipinos who were then threatened by another colonizer after they had
declared their own independence from the Spaniards.® As such, the American colonizers
utilized (and, arguably, weaponized) education within their public school systems to educate

young Filipinos into “good colonial[s],” while slowly eroding indigenous knowledge that

held revolutionary and liberative ideas against the colonizers.’

2 Emerita Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, Monograph Series 5 (Research Center of De La Salle
University, 1983), 15.

* Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, 34.

* Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, 34.

3 Renato Constantino, “The Mis-Education of the Filipino.,” Journal of Contemporary Asia 1, no. 1 (1970): 21,
75316569, https://doi.org/10.1080/00472337085390031.

¢ Constantino, “The Mis-Education of the Filipino.,” 21.

7 Constantino, “The Mis-Education of the Filipino.,” 24.



It would seem that Filipino scholars of philosophy are reaping the fruits of this
colonial past, not only by being immersed in a highly Western form of education in their
formation, but also by being thrust into the debate of whether Filipino philosophy exists or
not. While CHED has mandated the study of Filipino Philosophy as a three-unit seminar
course, how the state agency describes the course and how it should be taught presents more

questions than answers:

This seminar course does not presuppose the existence of Filipino Philosophy, rather it is aimed at the
philosophical investigation on the existence, or development of it. As such, it is offered to allow
students to search rather than to discuss a specific course on Filipino thought. The course therefore is a

survey of the corpus of writing of published Filipino Philosophers.®

It can thus be observed that Filipino philosophy courses at the undergraduate level of
philosophy mainly focus on searching for Filipino Philosophy—its existence and
development—rather than actual discussions on specific topics within the discipline.

Not presupposing the existence of Filipino Philosophy would tend to cause some
issues. While such discussions are important, I have found it to be quite repetitive, as
discourse regarding the existence of Filipino philosophy would often lead to more
disagreements than answers between Filipino philosophers and scholars. It has come to the
point that the Filipino philosophy that undergraduate philosophy students know, is more of
debates of whether it exists or not, rather than a creation of a national identity within the
discipline of philosophy. Within this type of curriculum, undergraduates’ experience of
studying Filipino philosophy would tend to deal more with how different thinkers
conceptualized and/or problematized Filipino philosophy, and less of how they developed

actual Filipino thoughts and ideas within the discipline.

8 “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for BA Philosophy Program,” Jurisprudence PH | Legal
Research in the Philippines, accessed February 27, 2024, https://jurisprudence.ph.



It can also be said that CHED’s description of the Filipino philosophy course also
mirrors a defeatist attitude among other Filipino scholars, who are skeptical of its

development especially among newer generations of thinkers.

A Defeatist Attitude against Filipino Philosophy

The attitude that some Filipino philosophers (Filipino in the sense of their nationality,
not necessarily practicing Filipino philosophy per se) have towards Filipino philosophy has
been generally defeatist, in the sense that they shut it down even before it has the chance to
flourish.

Emerita Quito in her seminal work The State of Philosophy in the Philippines,
outlines some reasons why Filipino philosophy stands underdeveloped. She considers two
different levels of philosophy in the country—academic and grassroots philosophy. The
academic level, usually practiced by universities has no “real philosophers,” in the
Philippines, and is only loosely implemented when there are mentors or professors of certain
philosophical trends (Quito gives Thomism as an example.)’ On the other hand, the
grassroots have no idea of philosophy, however “pilosopo,” which is a Filipino term to refer
to “philosopher” or, colloquially, someone that “argues lengthily, whether rightly or
wrongly.” The use of the term dates back to national hero Jose Rizal’s character “Pilosopo
Tasyo (Tasyo the Philosopher,)'” who was often called a lunatic because of his long-winded
arguments brought about by his extensive knowledge and philosophical education. This
understanding of philosophy and philosophers had trickled down to the cultural vision that is
detached from the academe and often has negative connotations like unintelligibility. This is

why she thinks that Filipino philosophy is still “in the process of formalization.”

? Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, 9.
19 Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, 9.



Alfredo Co seems to share the defeatist sentiment, by expressing disagreement with
what his colleagues had referred to as Filipino philosophy at the time. To him, when his
colleagues had taken semantic analyses of words across Filipino languages to map out a
Filipino philosophy of the human person, pinpointing moral sayings (or aphorisms) across
generations of Filipinos and teaching philosophy in the Filipino language, this is not
philosophy.'! This is only mere appropriation, mere translation—but not philosophy.

And, as recently as 2021, Noel Parinas analyzes through analytical philosophy why

there is an “impossibility of the existence of Filipino philosophy,”'?

as philosophy was
developed by the Greeks and Western influence deems non-Western thought as
non-philosophy.”* He deemed the premises of Filipino philosophy as problematic. Some of
the premises that he refuted were:

A philosophy is Filipino if the language used is Filipino

A philosophy is Filipino if the citizenship of the one philosophizing is Filipino

A philosophy is Filipino if the classes or categories used are indigenous Filipino'

He refutes the first as he does not consider translation of work as an alteration of the
identity, and the second as he does not see that the citizenship of the philosopher should be
ground for the identity of philosophy.” With the third, he says that it is “even harder to
establish a Filipino philosophy on the bases of the classes or categories used,” citing

questions of “purity” and “authenticity” when it comes to becoming Filipino.'®

' Alfredo Co, “Doing Philosophy in the Philippines: Fifty Years Ago and Fifty Years from Now,” in Across the
Philosophical Silk Road: A Festschrift in Honor of Alfredo Co (University of Santo Tomas Publishing House,
2009), 6:57.

2° Noel Parinas, “Filipino Philosophy?,” Academia Letters, ahead of print, May 13, 2021, 4,
https://doi.org/10.20935/A1.422.

13 Parinas, “Filipino Philosophy?,” 3.

14 Parinas, “Filipino Philosophy?,” 4.

'3 Parinas, “Filipino Philosophy?,” 4.

16 Parinas, “Filipino Philosophy?,” 4.



One can only conclude that the attitude comes from the need to align oneself with
preconceived notions of philosophy. Arguably, these standards and notions are catered to
Western interests. Largely accepted “philosophical canon” consist of Western texts, which are
widely read in philosophy schools across the globe. The oft-made description “All
philosophy is a footnote to Plato,” seems to be the guiding principle of philosophy in
contemporary time, as well as its education of scholars in the discipline. Emerging
philosophical theories and/or fields go through a litmus test of whether the questions they are
posing are philosophical or not—with fields named considered only as “legitimate”
philosophy if they follow certain standards that usually align with mostly Western canon.

The preoccupation with wanting to be “legitimized” as a philosophical field has
become a systemic issue within Filipino philosophy circles. Endless debates on whether
Filipino philosophy exists or not has become subjects of papers on the discipline for decades,
up until the present. The problem with wanting to be legitimized is that it perpetuates Western
ideals and holds Filipino philosophy up to the approval of the dominant ideology. Kristie
Dotson in her work, How is this paper philosophy? notes how a “culture of justification™"’
has become prevalent in the field, which excludes minorities and diverse practitioners from
comfortably practicing philosophy. Professional philosophy, as Dotson has claimed, has
become a hostile environment for diverse voices in philosophy, who constantly feel the need
to justify their philosophical practices as they do not fall into “commonly-held, univocally
relevant justifiable norms.”'® These justifiable norms, however, have only excluded the
philosophy of diverse practitioners within the discipline and have labeled them as “not
philosophy.”

Justifying the practice of Filipino philosophy, therefore, has become a repetitive and

unproductive discussion that does not help to develop the discipline. It’s even more so

17 Kristie Dotson, “HOW IS THIS PAPER PHILOSOPHY?,” Comparative Philosophy 3, no. 1 (2012): 6,
https://doi.org/10.31979/2151-6014(2012).030105.
18 Dotson, “HOW IS THIS PAPER PHILOSOPHY?,” 6.



unproductive when we realize that Western parameters are usually used in order to tell if the
philosophy of the Philippines is a philosophy or not. So as long as “philosophy remains

2719

restrictive to only one tradition,”” and does not accept other traditions, the purpose of

philosophy stands to be unfulfilled.

Demeterio’s Taxonomy of Filipino Philosophy
With the defeatist attitude and the long-winded debates on the existence of Filipino
Philosophy, Feorillo Demeterio III took it upon himself to respond to the “retrogressive

question™

in his paper Status of and Directions for “Filipino Philosophy” in Zialcita,
Timbreza, Quito, Abulad, Mabaquiao, Gripaldo, and Co. Here, using the articulations of six

prominent Filipino philosophers of Filipino philosophy, he came up with a grand taxonomy

of the different forms of the discipline, which can be seen in the framework below:

Grand Taxonomy of Filipino Philosophy*'
I.  Untextualized Discourse
A. (1) Grassroots philosophy
B. Academic philosophy
1. (2) Lecture on Scholasticism and Thomism
2. (3) Lecture on Other Foreign Systems
II.  Textualized Discourse
A. Nonacademic Discourse
1. (4) Critical Philosophy as Nonacademic Discourse

B. Academic Discourse

Y Dotson, “HOW IS THIS PAPER PHILOSOPHY?,” 10.

2 Feorillo Demeterio III, “Status of and Directions for ‘Filipino Philosophy’ in Zialcita, Timbreza, Quito,
Abulad, Mabaquiao, Gripaldo, and Co,” Philosophia (Philippines) 14 (May 2013): 186.

2l Demeterio 111, “Status of and Directions for ‘Filipino Philosophy’ in Zialcita, Timbreza, Quito, Abulad,
Mabaquiao, Gripaldo, and Co,” 208.



1. Categorized by Method

a) (5) Logical Analysis

b) (6) Phenomenology/Existentialism/Hermeneutics

c) (7) Critical Philosophy

d) (8) Appropriation of Foreign Theories

e) (9) Appropriation of Folk Philosophy

f) (10) Philosophizing Using the Filipino Language
2. Categorized by Content

a) (11) Exposition of Foreign Systems

b) (12) Revisionist Writing

¢) (13) Interpretation of Filipino Worldview

d) (14) Research on Filipino Values and Ethics

e) (15) Identification of the Presuppositions and Implications of

the Filipino Worldview

f) (16) Study on the Filipino Philosophical Luminaries

This framework provided a starting point for strengthening the existence of Filipino
philosophy, as the discipline finally had names for the forms of philosophy that scholars and
instructors were already doing. It also provided fields of study in which scholars and teachers

in the field can focus on in developing their ideas, research and curriculum.

Comparing the CHED Curriculum to Demeterio’s Articulation of Filipino Philosophy

To reiterate, Demeterio’s goal with articulating the twelve useful forms of Filipino

philosophy is for scholars, instructors and other stakeholders to use these as a framework to



develop further studies in Filipino philosophy. We shall now compare the aforementioned
five highly developmental forms of Filipino philosophy to the current undergraduate

philosophy curriculum of CHED.

The following is the sample curriculum by CHED that is recommended to be followed by

colleges and universities in the Philippines that are offering philosophy.

CHED Sample Curriculum?

I.  General Education Courses
A. Understanding the Self
B. Readings in Philippine History
C. The Contemporary World
D. Mathematics in the Modern World
E. Purposive Communication
F. Art Appreciation
G. Science, Technology and Society
H. Ethics

II.  Professional Courses
A. Logic
B. Introduction to Philosophy
C. History of Western Philosophy 1
D. History of Western Philosophy 2
E. History of Chinese Philosophy

F. History of Indian Philosophy

22 Jurisprudence PH | Legal Research in the Philippines, “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for
BA Philosophy Program.”



II1.

IV.

VI

VIL

©c z X T

o

Q.

Existentialism/Phenomenology/Hermeneutics/Post Modernism
Cosmology/Philosophy of Science and Technology

Advanced Philosophy of Man/Human Person/Rational
Psychology/Philosophical Anthropology

Epistemology/Theory of Knowledge

Metaphysics

Theodicy/Philosophy of Religion

. Political Philosophy/Social Philosophy

Philosophy of Language
Aesthetics/ Theories of Art
Modern Asian Thoughts

Comparative Philosophy (East-West)

Seminar Courses

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

Seminar on Filipino Philosophy
Special Questions in Philosophy
Special Questions in Ethics

Seminar on Contemporary Philosophy

Seminar on Plato/Seminar on Aristotle

Electives

Foreign Language

Undergraduate Thesis/Oral Comprehensive Exam and Synthesis Paper

Mandated Subjects

A.

B.

Physical Education

National Service Training Program



We can look at CHED’s sample curriculum and divide it into common themes:
1. General Education
2. Historical Courses (all historical Western courses)
3. Major Branches of Philosophy (Metaphysics, Epistemology, etc.)
4. Asian Philosophy (Chinese, Indian Philosophy, etc)
5. Seminar Courses

6. Other requirements (Thesis Writing, Comprehensive exams, etc.)

At the level of recommended policy, it seems that there is not much room to develop Filipino
philosophy. A chunk of the curriculum is reserved for historical Western philosophy.
Alongside these are major branches of philosophy which mainly focus on Western theory.

Taking for example the Metaphysics course:

“This course is a general survey of the metaphysics of Plato, Aristotle, Lao Zi, Shankara, St.

Thomas Aquinas, Martin Heidegger.”*

The suggested outline and readings that CHED gives surround these (mostly Western)
thinkers, leaving no leeway to develop Filipino thought within this area of study. This
predicament can also be seen in other major philosophical branches, like Epistemology and
Phenomenology, with suggested readings and course outlines sourced from Western
philosophers like Norris Clarke, St. Thomas Aquinas, Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Heidegger,

and Soren Kierkegaard among others.*

3 Jurisprudence PH | Legal Research in the Philippines, “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for
BA Philosophy Program.”
?* Jurisprudence PH | Legal Research in the Philippines, “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for
BA Philosophy Program.”



As the state-recommended curriculum stands, developing Filipino Philosophy through
Demeterio’s twelve useful forms proves to be a challenge. The following table shows an
illustration that compares the twelve forms to its possible fields of development with the

subjects of the current curriculum.

12 Useful Forms Possible Fields of Development
Critical Philosophy as Nonacademic Political Philosophy

Discourse

Logical Analysis Logic
Phenomenology/Hermeneutics Contemporary Western Philosophy

Critical Philosophy as Academic Method Political Philosophy, Thesis Writing

Appropriation of Foreign Theories Comparative East-West, Thesis Writing
Appropriation of Folk Philosophy Filipino Philosophy

Philosophizing with the Use of Filipino Western and Eastern Philosophy (Historical
Language courses)

Interpretation of the Filipino Worldview Filipino Philosophy

Research on Filipino Values and Ethics Filipino Philosophy, Ethics

Identification of presuppositions/ Filipino Philosophy

implications of the Filipino worldview

Revisionist Writing Comparative East-West, Thesis Writing

Study of Filipino Philosophical Luminaries [ Filipino Philosophy, Thesis Writing

It can be observed that Filipino Philosophy takes the brunt of the development of the twelve
useful forms within the curriculum, followed by Thesis Writing (because students with
specific research interests may knowingly or unknowingly develop these forms through their

theses.) Comparative Philosophy is also a field where the twelve useful forms are developed,



provided that the comparison between Eastern and Western philosophies include Filipino
philosophy or offer a Filipino vision in the comparison. Western philosophy (historical
courses and major idea courses like political philosophy and logic) can only be developed in
limited forms and in specific conditions (e.g. when historical Western philosophy courses are
taught in the Filipino language.) Thus, this observation stresses a need to redirect philosophy
education in the Philippines in order to form Filipino philosophers early on in their

undergraduate education.

Redirecting philosophy education becomes necessary if one takes into account how the state
sees Filipino Philosophy and its implication on instruction. As seen in the earlier course
description, Filipino Philosophy mainly focuses on the issues of the discipline. Only points
such as the study of Filipino philosophical luminaries, appropriation of folk philosophy and
interpretation of Filipino worldview are touched upon in the study of Filipino philosophy, but
not so much explored in-depth. While these curricula do expose students to foreign
philosophical systems, there is some difficulty in aligning foreign and Filipino contexts,
especially as texts studied are written in or translated to English and are studied in English,
which have different nuances when it comes to culture and language. Much is lost in
translation, which contributes to the wide gap and the disconnect between Filipino contexts
and foreign philosophical systems. If the actual Filipino philosophy subject within the
curriculum is already weak with its connection to some forms of Filipino philosophy, then
how would the discipline fare if it had to bear the brunt of developing it within a curriculum

that puts primacy on Western thought?

With philosophy education originating primarily from the Philippines’ colonial history, it is

now important to look at philosophy education in the Philippines at present through a



postcolonial lens. Noah Romero describes the education system in the Philippines as
“products of a postcolonial context.”” This is particularly evident in how philosophy
education started and developed in the Philippines, as articulated above. The philosophy of
education in the Philippines, in general, is a mirror of Western ideals. Romero describes the
philosophy of education that the country is utilizing in its system as “tethered to colonial
onto-epistemologies.”®® In other words, this system as we know it is tied to colonial
knowledge and colonial being, and that any attempts to fully Filipinize the curriculum is

actively in conflict with the goals of the state to develop itself in a postcolonial period.

From Twelve to Five: Demeterio’s Five Forms of Filipino Philosophy with Highly
Developmental Potentials
However, mere articulation of the twelve forms of philosophy proves insufficient to solve the
problems that Filipino philosophy has been facing. Even though a diagnosis can be made
when comparing the twelve forms to CHED’s recommended curriculum, there are still
structural problems that persist even after Demeterio had laid out the discipline and
articulated its forms.

A year after writing Status of and Directives for Filipino Philosophy, Demeterio had
concluded that Filipino instructors and professors (and, arguably, even young students and

scholars) of philosophy have been “trapped in unfavorable context,”?’

probably due to
neoliberal policies, bureaucracy and a general ignorance of the humanities in a society that
seems to favor market-driven progress. This pushed him to revisit the forms that he had

articulated in his earlier taxonomy to pick out forms that can be further developed by scholars

and instructors where they can invest limited time and resources onto. He first begins by

2 Noah Romero, “Postcolonial Philosophy of Education in the Philippines,” in Oxford Research Encyclopedia
of Education (2020), 13, https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190264093.013.1575.

26 Romero, “Postcolonial Philosophy of Education in the Philippines,” 4.

7 Feorillo Demeterio 111, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino
Philosophy,” Philippiniana Sacra 49, no. 147 (2014): 190, https://doi.org/10.55997/ps2005xlix147a4.



eliminating some forms from the taxonomy he had created, such as Filipino philosophy as (1)
grassroots philosophy, (2) lecture of Scholasticism and Thomism, (3) lecture on foreign
systems and (4) non-academic crucial analysis. He has specific reasons for excluding these
forms; he doesn’t consider grassroots philosophy as philosophical discourse, for the reason
that it is more of a “collective mentality of the Filipino people,” he sees the lectures on
Thomism and other foreign systems as not being contributive to production of substantial
texts and that non-academic critical analysis is “totally beyond the control of the members of
the academe.” He then analyzes the remaining twelve forms by comparing them to a set of

rubrics which he made on his own:

Component Description

Filipinoness If the underlying problem, its input, its theories and
concept and its agent (the scholar) of the form is Filipino.”

Cognitive Level If the form articulated is of a higher level of cognition
(based on Bloom’s Taxonomy).*

Inherent Emotional Energy If Filipino philosophers are motivated to study the form,
based on the clarity of the problem, its relevance and the
community of scholars surrounding it.*!

Impact If the general public receives the studies about the form
well.*2
Sustainability If the form is able to continue the production of studies.”

% Demeterio 111, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino Philosophy,”
2199I1).emeterio I, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino Philosophy,”
31(’91%emeterio 111, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino Philosophy,”
31 1919)'c3metelrio III, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino Philosophy,”
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Using this rubric, he arrived at five forms with the highest developmental potentials, which
could be used as an initial framework of focus to develop Filipino philosophy. The forms are
as follows:

1. Academic critical analysis

2. Appropriation of foreign theories

3. Appropriation of folk spirit

4. Presupposition and implications of the Filipino worldview

5. Research on Filipino ethics and values*

These forms are, arguably, the encapsulation of what Filipino philosophy is, as most of the
corpus of Filipino philosophy may fall under one or more of these categories. Thus, it can be
said that these forms can already sufficiently represent the essence of Filipino philosophy,
and can be given more attention in research and development, and in the formation and
education of Filipino philosophers.

Thus, finding a source for Filipino thought can be a starting point for pursuing
Filipino philosophy, especially now that Demeterio has enumerated five highly
developmental forms of Filipino philosophy that he encourages teachers, scholars and
students to invest their time in. This begs the question, “How can these five forms be

exemplified in such a Westernized curriculum?”

An Interdisciplinary Approach
We go back to the CHED’s curriculum structure, where, alongside major subjects that

make up the bulk of the required coursework for philosophy undergraduates, is the general

¥ Demeterio 111, “Assessing the Developmental Potentials of Some Twelve Discourses of Filipino Philosophy,”
218.



education (GE) curriculum required across all disciplines. The GE subjects comprise the
fields of Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Philippine History, Art and Literature.
Employing an interdisciplinary approach within the undergraduate curriculum is a
way to exemplify Demeterio’s five forms with highly developmental potentials. On one hand,
some of the forms have already been practiced within the major subjects in the curriculum as
teaching methods, like the appropriation of foreign theories and academic critical analysis. In
some way or another, teachers would use localized examples and connect topics to the current
state of affairs in order to apply foreign theories in local contexts. Critical analysis has also
been done within the curriculum as training for students to utilize philosophical texts and
ideas to deconstruct pressing issues and to examine them in a careful, evaluative manner with

logical arguments.

On the other hand, while the practice of some highly developmental forms has been ingrained
within some major aspects in the curriculum, it would be more beneficial to the curriculum if
all of the forms would be practiced and developed. Especially since it has been found that the
curriculum is highly Western in nature, it is more crucial to apply the practice of the highly
developmental forms of Filipino philosophy within the study. There is a need to encourage
within the study the emphasis of Filipino worldviews, Filipino values and folk (or grassroots)

philosophy, that are equally as important as existing philosophical canon.

Major philosophy subjects mostly emphasize the philosophical canon consisting of major
Western thinkers and major Eastern philosophies and belief systems. This is mostly the case,
because it is imperative for students to be given training and education in the existing
philosophical canon to be globally competent. The foundations of philosophy are also found

within this canon, which are essential for philosophy students to learn and master throughout



their education. As such, sources within major philosophy subjects are mostly Western, and,
most of the time, with no leeway to introduce Filipino sources that offer a more localized take

on philosophical ideas.

Thus, the suggestion to look into the general education curriculum as a way to develop
Filipino philosophy alongside major subjects in the curriculum. Interdisciplinarity is indeed
possible in the undergraduate curriculum, as the presence of general education subjects offer
perspectives coming from different fields of study. I illustrate in the following table how the
study of philosophy can intertwine with some fields in the general education curriculum,

which are exemplified by studies by Filipino philosophers.

Interdisciplinary Fields | General Education Subjects | Exemplar Papers

Philosophy and Literature | English, Filipino Literature Thomism and Filipino
Philosophy in the Novels of
Jose Rizal: Rethinking the
Trajectory of Filipino
Thomism (FPA Demeterio)

Mula Bayang Sawi
Hanggang Lupang Hinirang
(Agustin Rodriguez)

Philosophy and Language | Filipino, Communication Loob as Relational
Interiority: A Contribution
to the Philosophy of the
Human Person (Albert
Alejo, SJ)

Reflections on
Buut-Loob-Nakem (Fr.
Leonardo Mercado)

Philosophy and History History, Rizal, Social Sciences | Outline of a Project in
Filipino Ethics (Manuel Dy
Jr.)

Philosophy and Social National Service Training Narrowing the Gap between
Involvement Program (NSTP), Philosophy Theory and Practice:




General Education Subjects Community of Inquiry and
(e.g. Ethics) Its State in the Philippines
(Marella Ada V.
Mancenido-Bolanos)

These are a few of many exemplary papers and studies that have utilized philosophy
in an interdisciplinary way. These scholars have made use of the different fields of literature,
language, history and social involvement in order to articulate a Filipino philosophy present
within these disciplines. They take from literary texts, historical events, spoken words and
Filipino experiences to investigate philosophical questions like “What is the Filipino
nation?”’, “How does the language of the Filipino reveal its identity?” or “What does it mean

to be within the Filipino society and engage with the people within it?”

It shows that philosophy in the Philippines is capable of being developed alongside
other fields of study, and gives a more holistic view of the different aspects of Filipino
culture, traditions and society by integrating its criticality. Other disciplines outside
philosophy expose us to different aspects of the existing reality in the Philippines by
articulating influences within these disciplines brought about by the current state of affairs of
the nation. Philosophizing alongside the practices of each discipline (e.g. employing literary
analysis techniques or creating communities of inquiry within social groups whilst looking
through a philosophical lens) allows for a more comprehensive perspective of the Filipino
identity within a Filipino society. In this way, educators and students alike may also be able to
see how Filipino philosophy is interdisciplinary in nature, and that there exists a myriad of
resources that they can use to further develop the field toward a better understanding of what

being Filipino entails.



Towards an Liberation Framework for Philosophy Education

In conclusion, I would like to propose a liberation framework for directing the future
of philosophy education at the undergraduate level. A liberation framework is necessary, as
the Westernized traditions of the undergraduate philosophy curriculum has produced
Western-influenced individualism within Filipino philosophy circles. In effect, Filipino
thinkers themselves turn to question the validity of Filipino philosophy, which, upon
observation, does not conform to Western standards of philosophy. Unproductive
preoccupations of justification then cloud the discourses of the discipline, and the

development of the discipline itself goes stagnant.

I propose a liberation framework with the following components: (1) an attitude shift
in philosophy education, (2) the use of the Filipino language as a medium of instruction and
(3) a redirection of the Filipino philosophy course from the original CHED course

description.

Attitude Shift in Philosophy Education

Western philosophical attitudes within traditions are more individualistic in nature.
The preoccupation with having a “pure” field of philosophy has also bled through
philosophical traditions of the universities that ascribe to them (e.g. when a school follows a
continental, phenomenological tradition, it strictly adheres to such with their pedagogy).
Major subjects and core philosophy subjects are taught while bound to their own themes and
following the Western philosophical canon with no room to discuss emerging Filipino

concepts. There is a tendency for teaching philosophy subjects in a vacuum—to each its own.



Filipino contexts, on the other hand, are inherently interdisciplinary, as the culture
itself is openly communal in nature. Many disciplines in the Philippines, in the process of
Filipinization, have intersected with each other and have created new discourse on indigenous
thought. An example of this intersection of disciplines is in Leonardo Mercado’s
Buut-Loob-Nakem, which is not only a philosophical endeavor but also anthropological and
psychological as well. Buut-Loob-Nakem has been a point of discussion of Filipino
philosophy, Sikolohiyang Pilipino and Pilipinolohiya, disciplines which have developed and
are continuing to develop what the indigenous concept of “loob” truly means for the Filipino
and their history.*

In this regard, philosophy education in the Philippines must be allowed to intertwine
with other disciplines for a more holistic approach in the training of future Filipino scholars
in philosophy. It would open up more possibilities for Filipino students to find more ways to
philosophize—in Philippine literature, history, language or even in their social involvements.
Instructors in philosophy can integrate different disciplines into their courses by letting
students explore fields beyond philosophy. Works of Philippine literature or historical
accounts can be included in required reading lists. Course requirements can also integrate
different core or general education subjects by asking students to lift different perspectives
from their classes and explore them philosophically.

As the value of bayanihan emphasizes solidarity within the Filipino people in times of
need and crises, it can also be said that academic disciplines in the Philippines, especially
Filipino philosophy, can be in solidarity with each other in times of intellectual need. Waning
interests in Filipino philosophy and other Filipino disciplines can be rejuvenated if there is an
opportunity for different fields of study to be in discourse with each other and create new

conversations about the ever-dynamic Filipino identity.

3 Atoy M Navarro et al., “Kasaysayan, Lipunan, at Sikolohiyang Pilipino,” DIWA E-Journal 1, no. 1 (2013): 3.



Filipino Languages as a Medium of Instruction

Using Filipino languages as a medium of instruction is not only essential for the
intellectualization of the language, but also promotes the diversity of Filipino culture. It has
to be understood that the Filipino identity is not one, single archetype—it spans across
diverse cultures and traditions marked by different experiences of the Filipino across the
archipelago.

This pedagogical approach in teaching philosophy has been done by the Ateneo de
Manila University, pioneered by Fr. Roque Ferriols, and is a practice still being done by the
university in teaching core curriculum courses in Ethics and Philosophy of Religion, and in
major courses like Ancient Western Philosophy. Fr. Ferriols’ rationale behind teaching and
philosophizing in the Filipino language is to “awaken other people into living.”*® Language,
especially the mother tongue, is a way of life. There are nuances to be seen in language, and
the Filipino language, having its own nuance, is a way to live within the Filipino sensibilities.

Delivering philosophy lectures in Filipino is also something that Emerita Quito has
suggested in her monograph as a way to alleviate the issues that Filipino Philosophy had been
facing and to further its development as a discipline. She noted that there is a need for the
Filipinization of disciplines to push through, as Filipinos should be able to express
themselves in their own language in order to be able to produce notable texts.*’

Thus, educating students in the Filipino language is a practice that should be done in
order to enrich the education of philosophy students. Filipinization of philosophy via the
pedagogical methods is essential for the intellectualization of the language. This allows for
the recognition of Filipino as the language of the academe, or, the language of philosophy, for

that matter. This also exposes the students to the different nuances of the Filipino language

3¢ Ferriols, “A Memoir of Six Years,” 340.
37 Quito, State of Philosophy in the Philippines, 57.



when discussed in philosophical discourse. For example, how “loob” and its multiplicity of
meanings and usages is a conception of the Filipino human person and how it is innately
relational. Or how “Meron” can be explored as a concept which articulates the metaphysical
Being, expressed in a word commonly used in everyday conversation.

The use of other mother tongue languages in the Philippines as a medium of
instruction may also be explored. Doing this pushes for the intellectualization and the further
development of indigenous philosophy in other parts of the Philippines, enriching the Filipino

identity with indigenous perspectives.

Redirection of the Filipino Philosophy Course
We go back to the original CHED course description of the Filipino Philosophy

”38 and is “offered

course, where it “does not presuppose the existence of Filipino Philosophy,
to allow students to search rather than to discuss a specific course on Filipino thought.”** 1
have emphasized in the earlier chapters the problematic notion of not presupposing the
existence of Filipino philosophy, while in fact it had already existed in the first place. This
point is further driven by the fact that Demeterio had already articulated a taxonomy of the
discipline which has a multitude of forms of Filipino philosophy that can be further
developed through study and research.

It is high time that CHED and other scholars, who have been skeptical of the
existence of Filipino philosophy, reevaluate and redirect the Filipino Philosophy course to
how it must be taught in the first place. It should no longer be a study on the debates of its

existence to shift the responsibility onto the students to look for Filipino Philosophy. Rather,

the course should be a celebration of Filipino thought. The course must allow an avenue to

38 Jurisprudence PH | Legal Research in the Philippines, “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for
BA Philosophy Program.”
% Jurisprudence PH | Legal Research in the Philippines, “CHED Memorandum Order No. 026-17 - Policies for
BA Philosophy Program.”



study theories, engage in discourse with different Filipino philosophies (may it be on the
academic or grassroots level), get to know the luminaries that have influenced philosophy
from its first inception up until the present and to look at the future of Filipino Philosophy in

the new generation of philosophy students.

These three components are necessary to forward the liberation of the Filipino philosopher,
whether they be tenured or budding, from the Western ideals ingrained in philosophy
education and the inherent bias of the philosophical canon it is based on. This framework,
then, can be a foundation to holistically educate the Filipino philosopher of today and of

tomorrow.

Educating the Future of Filipino Philosophy

It is undeniable that the future of Filipino Philosophy lies in the hands of the next
generations. But until they are educated within Western frameworks that continue to glorify
and perpetuate Western canon, the discipline that luminaries before us have labored hard to
Filipinize, will slowly go stagnant.

Educating the future of Filipino philosophy within a liberated, Filipino framework is a
way to ensure that the legacy of Filipino luminaries continues, and the development of the
discipline flourishes. A Filipino philosophy education entails employing interdisciplinary
approaches, using Filipino and other mother tongue languages in the Philippines as the
medium of instruction, and focusing discussions on Filipino discourse and theory. What this
education will produce are students who have a strong sense of the Filipino sensibilities
amidst a highly Westernized curriculum. These are students who strive to look at
philosophical questions in a Filipino context, and frame their perspectives not only in their

own lived experiences, but also in the encounters of their kapwa. They are not afraid to be



critical of preexisting (mostly Western) philosophical canon and would bring Filipino theories
into existing discourse. These students would not only hold an interest in Filipino philosophy,
but a passion to keep it alive by continuously contributing to the discipline—through
research, writing and discussion.

To conclude, what a Filipino education in philosophy will produce is a movement
towards an establishment of a national philosophical identity. One that does not seek to
legitimize itself to follow Western standards of what the dominant ideology dictates
philosophy to be. One that truly represents the Filipino wonder. One that celebrates the
Filipino mind and its sensibility. One that loves wisdom the way its people do—a loud, full,

expressive love, bound by a collective desire to learn more, do more and be more.
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