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This year, Loyola School of Theology marks an important 
milestone as it celebrates its 25th anniversary as an Ecclesiastical 
Faculty of Theology. Prior to this, LST has been affiliated 
since 1985 and aggregated since 1989 to the Fu Jen Faculty of 
Theology of St. Robert Bellarmine in Taiwan, through which it 
had been granting the canonical baccalaureate and licentiate 
degrees in Theology. During the Pontificate of Pope John Paul 
II, LST was formally erected by the Congregatio Pro Institutione 
Catholica, then in charge of seminaries and other academic 
institutions of the Church, as an Ecclesiastical Faculty of 
Theology on August 13, 1999. This empowered LST to bestow, 
not only the canonical baccalaureate but the licentiate and 
doctorate degrees in theology as well. Aside from this, LST, in 
turn, is now able to affiliate, aggregate and incorporate other 
ecclesiastical institutions of higher learning, through which it 
is able to offer the canonical degrees. 

Indeed, LST has gone far from its foundation on July 12, 
1965—still under the auspices of San Jose Seminary—to the 
present, especially in the past ten years, when it experienced 
exponential growth and expansion. Originally established to 
serve the academic formation of Jesuit scholastics and dioce-
san seminarians from all over the Philippines, it now caters to 
more than four hundred students from 43 countries around 
and beyond Asia. From being an affiliated and aggregated 
Institute, it now has two affiliated institutions: Saint John 
Vianney School of Theology in Mindanao and Saint Joseph 
Jesuit Scholasticate in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Aside 
from this, it runs other programs in partnership with other 
key institutions like the East Asian Pastoral Institute, Ruben 
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M. Tanseco, SJ Center for Family Ministries Foundation, Inc 
(RMT-CEFAM), Catholic Safeguarding Institute (CSI) of the 
Emmaus Center for Psycho-Spiritual Formation, Inc., Jesuit 
Communications Philippines (Jescom). It is also part of the 
Global Theology Initiative (GTI), a networking consortium of 
the Seven English-Speaking Theological Centers of the Society 
of Jesus. These collaborations allow LST to extend its service 
to the Church, far beyond the confines of its physical campus 
in Loyola Heights. At the same time, they enrich LST with the 
plurality of their gifts, perspective and wisdom. 

Being an Ecclesiastical Faculty of Theology is not only an 
honor or privilege, but a mission and responsibility in the 
Church. According to the Apostolic Constitution, Veritatis 
Gaudium, ecclesiastical faculties are not only tasked to promote 
their respective academic disciplines and provide their 
students with competent training; they are also called “to 
collaborate intensely, in accordance with their own nature and 
in close communion with the Hierarchy, with the local and the 
universal Church the whole work of evangelization” (Art. 3, § 
3). Saint Thomas Aquinas attests to the complementary nature 
of two distinct magisteria in the Church: the magisterium 
cathedrae pastoralis and the magisterium cathedrae magistralis. 
Together, pastors and theologians work to unravel divine reve-
lation and bring it to the realities of the people of their time 
and place. More and more, however, we realize today that there 
is no dichotomy nor strict compartmentalization between the 
two. Pastors are also called to be competent theologians while 
theologians ought to be pastors in the way they do theology.

This is the frontier where LST is called to serve as an 
Ecclesiastical Faculty of Theology with the responsibility 
of forming intelligent pastors and pastoral intellectuals at 
the service of the local churches. At the same time, as an 



Loyola Papers 5, no. 2  (2024) vii

ecclesiastical faculty, its mission puts on a much wider scope 
at the service of Peter and the entire Universal Church to 
which it is called to contribute its unique gifts. As Pope Francis 
suggested on February 23, 2023, when he spoke to represent-
atives from various pontifical academic institutions in Rome, 
all of them must “sing like a choir,” with Christ himself as 
choirmaster, instead of performing like soloists. Each one has a 
unique voice, yet all must sing together in harmony to produce 
beautiful music that lifts the soul to heavenly realities.

It is on this happy occasion that we are proud to present 
this issue of Loyola Papers with its diverse lineup of articles:

First, we have Joshua Paul C. Sadernas’ “To Become Like His 
Brothers in Every Way: Priestly Solidarity in Albert Vanhoye.” 
His paper sheds light on the concept of solidarity as a defining, 
if not novel characteristic of Christ’s priesthood, as expounded 
in the work of the French Jesuit biblical scholar and cardinal, 
known for his contributions to biblical exegesis, particularly 
in the study of the New Testament. The juxtaposition of soli-
darity and priesthood is rather interesting since priesthood is 
usually associated with being consecrated or being “set apart” 
for the service of God. In contrast, Sardenas argues, through 
the insights of Vanhoye, that it is the solidarity of Jesus with 
sinful humanity through the Incarnation that made him our 
merciful high priest.

Next in line is “Mercy as Embrace: An Understanding 
of Forgiveness and Reconciliation through Miroslav Volf’s 
Exclusion and Embrace” by John Mary Francis M. Nuqui. 
This timely paper explores the work of Volf, a contemporary 
Croatian theologian who offers a profound theological reflec-
tion on the dynamics of conflict, exclusion, and the possibility 
of reconciliation. Central to his argument is the idea that 
true forgiveness involves an “embrace”—a metaphorical and 
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literal act that transcends mere tolerance or coexistence. This 
embrace represents an intentional and sacrificial opening of 
oneself to the other, even in the face of deep-seated enmity and 
past injustices. Nuqui’s paper analyzes how Volf’s theology of 
embrace offers a model for addressing personal and communal 
conflicts, providing a pathway toward healing.

We also have Michelle A. Vincoy’s “Catechetical Formation 
for PDL Volunteers Based on Pope Francis’ Teaching on 
Accompaniment, Inclusivity and Dialogue.” Drawing inspira-
tion from the Pope’s call for missionary discipleship, her article 
looks at the formation program in the National Bilibid Prisons 
that focuses on equipping volunteers with the pastoral skills 
necessary to embody a compassionate presence among the 
inmates. The approach emphasizes personal accompaniment, 
fostering inclusive environments, and engaging in meaning-
ful dialogue that respects the dignity and humanity of every 
person. By integrating these principles into catechetical train-
ing, the paper proposes a model that not only supports the 
spiritual needs of the PDL, but also encourages volunteers to 
become agents of mercy and hope.

Meanwhile, Fr. Archie R. Magarao, SchP’s “The Order 
of the Blessing of Animals in Collectio Rituum: Critiquing its 
Theology vis-à-vis Animal Ethics” critiques the theology 
underlying the rite as found in the locally published Collectio 
Rituum through the lens of contemporary animal ethics. His 
analysis explores the ritual’s theological implications about 
the relationship between humans and animals, asking whether 
the rite adequately reflects the theological development that 
has been achieved in this area, especially with Laudato Si’. By 
comparing the ritual’s seemingly anthropocentric elements 
with emerging views in animal ethics, the paper argues for 
a more updated theological approach—and corresponding 
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changes in the ritual texts being used—that aligns with a 
broader, more compassionate understanding of creation.

Then we have “Towards a Theology of Migration in the 
Context of Vietnamese Labor Migrant Workers in Taiwan” by 
Fr. Dang Do Nhan, SJ. Coming from his personal experience as 
a missionary among Vietnamese migrant workers in Taiwan, 
his paper highlights their struggles as well as the Church’s 
efforts to address the unique challenges and spiritual needs 
of this community. Drawing on biblical and ecclesial teachings 
on migration, the paper proposes a framework that empha-
sizes the Church’s role in advocating for the rights of migrant 
workers, offering pastoral care, and fostering a sense of belong-
ing within the broader faith community. By integrating these 
insights with the specific realities of Vietnamese migrants in 
Taiwan, the paper aims to contribute to a more inclusive and 
compassionate approach to migration within the Church.

Michael George M. Villasis’ “The History of the Adoratio 
Crucis in the Roman Rite” explores the origins, evolution and 
significance of the rite of the adoration of the cross pres-
ently found in the Good Friday liturgy. In his article, Villasis 
offers not only a comprehensive survey of sources but also an 
insightful commentary on the rich theology and symbolism 
of this profoundly moving ritual. By highlighting the ritu-
al’s meaning, the paper underscores the Adoratio Crucis as a 
profound expression of the Church’s reverence for the Passion 
of Christ and its role in fostering a deeper connection to the 
mystery of the Cross in the life of the faithful.

Last, but not least, we are pleased to have Josette Khoury’s 
“The Theology of History in Saint Bonaventure.” Her paper 
explores the theology of history as articulated by the great 
Franciscan theologian, who presents a unique and compelling 
vision where history is seen as a journey guided by divine 
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providence, culminating in the fulfillment of God’s plan for 
creation. Her reflection is enriched by her own personal expe-
riences, particularly her friendship with Lucia, whom she met 
while working as a missionary in Brazil. Reflecting on the rich 
drama of expressio and impressio, or God’s revelation and human 
reception, she emphasizes humility as the essential condition 
or disposition to properly receive revelation.

For our synthesis papers, we are pleased to showcase two 
philosophical papers and one theological paper. Francesco 
Janne Y. Labuntog, SJ’s “Does It Make Sense to Believe in 
God?” revisits the perennial question of whether faith in God 
actually makes sense. We also have Rogelio R. Nato, Jr., SJ’s 
“Dwelling Amidst Things: A Heideggerian Synthesis,” in which 
he tries to bring together essential Heideggerian themes. 
Interestingly, both philosophical papers are set against the 
background of deeply personal experiences, particularly from 
their apostolate. The first poses the question of the reasonabil-
ity of faith against the blatant senselessness of innocent people 
suffering. Meanwhile, the second mingles philosophical ideas 
with realizations drawn from one’s Jesuit formation. Lastly, we 
have Fr. Richard S. Sumera, SJ’s “T’nalak: God Weaves Hope 
Through, With, and In the Church,” that interweaves theology 
with the rich tapestry of the life and culture of the T’boli of 
South Cotabato.

* * *

As LST celebrates its silver anniversary as an ecclesiastical 
faculty of Theology, we are filled with gratitude to God who has 
made all of this possible. Over the past 25 years, LST’s commit-
ment to excellence in teaching and research, grounded in the 
rich tradition of the Catholic faith and Ignatian spirituality, 
has nurtured countless theologian-pastors who continue to 
serve the Church with wisdom and zeal. May the next chapter 
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of our exciting journey be blessed with continued growth, 
inspiration, and zeal. 

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam.

Leo-Martin Angelo R. Ocampo, O.P.
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