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BOOK REVIEW

Paul Dass, S.J.: Integral Human Development. History and 
Memory: A Local Church Chronicle. Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia: Catholic Research Centre, 2024. ISBN 978-967-
26447-3-6. xviii + 318. 

As the title suggests, this is a book on the ministry of integral human 
development. It chronicles its history as recollected in the memory of 
“flesh and blood people” (p. 17) of a particular local church, namely the 
Church of Peninsular Malaysia. Its author, Paul Dass, is a Jesuit priest who 
has been deeply engaged at various levels of church life in Malaysia for 
more than four or five decades, especially in caring for foreign workers, 
migrants, and refugees. As a consummate historian, he offers a glimpse 
into the Malaysian Church's diakonia ministry by masterfully weaving it 
into its history, beginning not with the Portuguese colonialism of the 16th 
century, but with the presence of Nestorian Christians in the northern 
parts of the peninsular as early as the 6th century. He develops this history 
within an arc of the narrative, integrating key milestones such as the 
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