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Carrying out 
the Social Mission 
of the Church 
Through Synodality

2Stephana Wei

ABSTRACT

This article first discusses the author's experiences in practicing social 
mission through cooperation with church members, interfaith dialogue, 
ecumenical joint activities, and collaboration with civil NGOs in defending 
human rights through synodal spirit. Then, it identifies the seeds of synodal 
spirit that have already sprouted from these experiences, including verification 
of five synodal principles and attitudes. Finally, it reflects on the challenges and 
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This article is an English translation of an original article which was published in a Chinese 
language journal, Collectanea Theologica Universitatis Fujen no. 216-217, Spring, Fall 2023. 
Some context-specific details were not included in this translated version in order to keep 
within the word limit. Their omission has no significant bearing on the main points made 
here. 

Author: Stephana Wei, a sister of Mercedarian Missionaries of Berriz, Former director of 
Rerum Novarum Center for 22 years; currently Executive Secretary of the Integral Human 
Development Team of the Association of Major Religious Superiors in Taiwan and teaches 
“Catholic Social Thought” at St. Robert Bellarmine Faculty of Theology.
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1Experience Sharing and Theological Reflection
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3.  “Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality” (Vatican: General Secretariat of the Synod of 

Bishops, 2021), 1.2. Hereafter referred to as “Vademecum.”   

4.  “Vademecum,” 1.2, 1.3. 
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5.  “Vademecum,” 1.3. 

6.  See: Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference, “Catholic Church Directory Taiwan” (Taipei: 
Bishops’ Conference Secretariat, 2017).  

7.  “Vademecum,” 5.3.7. 

8.  “Vademecum,” 5.3.6. 
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9.  “Synod Preparatory Document” 30.7 and “Vademecum,” 5.3.7. 
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10.  Pope Francis, “Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti,” 2020, accessed April 24, 2025, 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/ documents/papa-
francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html, nos. 133-135, 145-146. 

11.  Wei, Wei, “2021 International Day of Peace Prayer Meeting: Taiwan Religious Leaders 
Gather to Pray for Blessings,” Catholic Weekly Issue 660 (October 3, 2021), 1-2. 
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12.  Ibid. 

13.  “Synod Preparatory Document,” 30.6 and “Vademecum,” 5.3.6 

14.  The Anti-Human Trafficking Alliance members include: The Women’s Rescue Foundation, 
ECPAT Taiwan, The Garden of Hope Foundation, Vietnam Migrant Workers/Spouses 
Office, Pingtung County Women’s Rights Development Association, Rerum Novarum 
Center, Hsinchu Catholic Diocese Immigrants and Migrant Workers’ Service Center, Hope 
Workers’ Center, Good Shepherd Foundation, Foreign Brides Growth and Care 
Association, and the New Immigrant Labor Rights Promotion Association. 
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15. Any work or service that people are forced to perform against their will under punishment 

or threats constitutes forced labor. The United Nations adopted the “Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, 
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime” in 
2000. Article 3 defines human trafficking (Trafficking in persons) and mentions forced 
labor (Schloenhardt, 2001:331-378). Reference to Taiwan’s current Labor Standards Act: 
Article 5 prohibits forced labor, while Article 75 stipulates penalties for employers who 
violate Article 5. 

16.  “Civil Groups Urge Legislation for Prevention of Human Trafficking,” United Evening 
News, 2008.04.30, Page A10 Society News. 
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17.  Reference based on data compiled by the Women’s Rescue Foundation on 2008.10.22 and 

the communication records from the Alliance’s email group when the author served as the 
director of Rerum Novarum Center and participated in the Alliance. 
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18.  Pope Francis, “Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti,” 2020, par. 133-135, 145-146. 
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19. “DOCAT What Should We Do” (Taipei: Kuangchi Cultural Group, 2018), no. 238. 

20.  Ibid. 
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21.  UISG-USG Contribution, “Synod on Synodality” (Rome: UISG-USG, 2022.7), IV.3.4. 

22. “Vademecum,” 5.3.10. 
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23.  “Synod on Synodality,” V.4. 

24.  Ibid. V.5 
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25. “Vademecum,” 1.3 

26. Pope Francis, Bull of Indiction “Misericordiae Vultus” of the Extraordinary Jubilee  
of Mercy accessed April 24, 2025, 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/papa-
francesco_bolla_20150411_misericordiae-vultus.html, par. 15. 
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