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How do We Move 
the Notion of Synodality 
from the Church Building 
to the Domestic Space 
and the Marketplace?

Christine E. Burke, IBVM

ABSTRACT

This article argues that calls to make synodality our mode of being the Catholic 
community will come to nothing unless we find ways to help ordinary people feel their 
lives matter: that in their own way they are called to contribute to the reign of God in 
their street, their family, their professional life. Prioritizing “in church” roles as the main 
expression of this movement will not activate a renewed sense of every baptized person's 
call. 

The survival of Synodality will stand or fall depending on whether or not everyday 
Catholics feel it touches their lives. The urgency of this challenge cannot be 
underestimated. Synodality is not about having more readers and acolytes. It is about 
helping people realise the importance of allowing their everyday lives to be transformed 
by a recognition that the love of God flows through them to others, because ordinary life is 
the stuff of authentic life and real Christianity. “Synodality is a path of spiritual renewal 
and structural reform that enables the Church to be more participatory and missionary 

1so that it can walk with every man and woman, radiating the light of Christ.”
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Final Document  para 28. https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/news/2024-10-
26_final-document/ENG---Documento-finale.pdf

1. 
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2.  Gaudium et Spes 43 

3. Final document 52: “The widely expressed pain and suffering on the part of many women 
from every region and continent, both lay and consecrated, during the synodal process, 
reveal how often we fail to do so”. 

4.  International Theological Commission: Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church. 
para.5 
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5.  Final Document: 50 ff. 

6.  Final Document : 9 
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7.  Thomas O’Meara: Theology of Ministry  Paulist N.Y. 1983 p 143 

8.  Final document 58 



47

 

 
9.  Final document 26-27 

10.  Final Document 35; 59. 
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11.  Final document: 148 

12. See Situating Collegiality within Synodality  (Asian Horizons, Vol. 15, nol 1 March 2021.p 37) 
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13.  Final document 53 
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14.  See Catholic Women Preach: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6S1xU7MzrDHQVZCkFRcDmwor Australian 
women preach podcasts 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6S1xU7MzrDHQVZCkFRcDmwor
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15.  FD 143: “There was also a marked insistence throughout the synodal process upon the need 

for a common and shared formation, in which men and women, laity, consecrated persons, 
ordained ministers and candidates for ordained ministry participate together, thus enabling 
them to grow together in knowledge and mutual esteem and in the ability to collaborate.” 

16.  Final Document 33. 

17.  Final Document 79 
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18.  Final document 60 
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